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PREFACE. 


During  the  term  of  my  Mayoralty  I  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the 
old  volume  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  Borough,  known  as  the  "  Black 
Book  of  Warwick,"  and  was  so  much  interested  in  tracing  the  doings  of  those, 
who  more  than  300  years  ago  trod  our  streets,  conducted  their  public  business  in 
buildings  still  existing,  and  worshipped  in  the  same  beautiful  edificies  in  which 
congregations  now  assemble,  that  from  time  to  time  I  made  extracts,  which  were 
published  in  the  Warwick  Advertiser :  these  extracts  appear  to  have  been  read 
with  interest  by  my  fellow-townsmen,  and  so  I  have  been  induced  to  make  a 
transcript  of  the  book,  with  the  few  exceptions  of  copies  of  leases  and  wills 
entered  in  the  book.  The  various  elections  of  Bailiffs  and  principal  burgesses 
are  in  many  cases  not  given  in  full,  as  they  are  merely  repetitions.  A  great 
many  pages  of  the  Black  Book  are  taken  up  with  copies  of  Corporation  leases 
and  the  wills  and  deeds  of  gifts  of  donors  of  local  charities.  As  these  can  scarcely 
be  called  original  portions  of  the  book,  and  as  the  charities  are  known  and 
administered  in  the  town,  and  as  the  wills  and  deeds  are  already  published,  they 
have  not  been  copied.  An  exception  has  been  made  in  giving  some  extracts 
from  the  Will  of  Thomas  Oken,  because  he  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the 
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Book.  The  rules  and  ordinances  of  the  different  Guilds  are  set  out  in  full ;  they 
are  for  the  most  part  identical,  but  differ  in  some  particulars :  they  show  that 
the  members  of  the  Guilds  were  rigid  protectionists.  Some  years  ago  the  earlier 
portion  of  the  Black  Book  was,  as  far  as  the  visit  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  published 
in  the  Warwickshire  Antiquarian  Magazine,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
learned  Editor  did  not  complete  his  work.  I  can  only  add  that  as  I  went  on 
reading  and  copying  the  Book,  I  begau  to  feel  almost  a  personal  interest  in  the 
sayings  aud  doings  and  careers  of  the  people,  who  play  their  part  in  the  events 
narrated  in  its  pages,  and  I  felt  a  further  interest  in  following  some  of  them  in  the 
Registers  and  Churchwardens'  Accounts  of  St.  Nicholas  Parish,  as  published  from 
the  careful  transcripts  of  Mr.  R.  Savage,  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  (St.  Mary's  earlier 
ones  having  been  lost),  and  there  they  are  found  acting  as  Churchwardens,  paying 
their  pew  rents,  &c,  until  the  item  of  "bell  money  "  tells  us  when  they  ceased 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the  Borough.  I  have  supplied  a  few 
notes  for  the  most  part  explanatory  of  matters  relating  to  local  circumstances, 
which  would  otherwise  be  unintelligible  to  readers  not  acquainted  with  the 
locality,  or  with  local  matters  ;  otherwise  I  have  not  attempted  any  commentary 
on  the  Book,  as  it,  for  the  most  part,  speaks  for  itself.  I  believe  that- 1  have 
made  a  careful  aud  correct  copy  of  the  manuscript,  and  even  in  cases  where  the 
writer  has  manifestly  made  an  error,  I  have  not  made  an  alteration,  as  I  wished 
to  give  an  exact  transcript  of  the  original.  Wherever  there  is  a  blank  space 
between  brackets,  this  indicates  that  there  is  a  blank  in  the  original ;  where 
there  is  a  blank  unbracketed,  the  word  in  the  original  has  not  been  deciphered. 
The  marginal  notes  have  been  printed,  some  in  old  English  type,  and  some  in 
Roman  type,  to  represent  respectively  the  legal  text  hand  and  ordinary  hand- 
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writing  of  Liu;  original.  A  few  of  the  marginal  notes  were  evidently  made 
subsequently  to  the  writing  of  the  narrative  and  by  another  person.  To  the 
Mayor  and  my  other  colleagues  in  the  Corporation  I  tender  my  thanks  for  an 
extended  loan  of  our  literary  treasure.  In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  add  that 
I  have  ventured  to  issue  this  edition  of  the  Black  Book,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  be 
a  pity  that  so  interesting  a  manuscript  should  longer  remain  unpublished. 
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Warwick  as  it  was  duking  the  earlier  periods  dealt  with  in  the 

Black  Book. 


Although  the  Black  Book  is  a  history  of  Warwick,  particularly  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  yet  it  contains  no  description  of  the  town,  and 
therefore  I  ventured  to  think  that  it  would  be  of  interest  and  an  assistance  to 
readers  to  have  presented  to  them  from  such  other  sources  as  are  available,  a 
sketch  of  Elizabethan  Warwick,  the  home  of  the  people  mentioned  in  the  Black 
Book  during  its  earlier  period.  I  have  therefore  endeavoured,  so  far  as  I  am 
able,  to  give  a  description  of  the  Warwick  in  which  the  various  events  narrated 
in  the  Black  Book  took  place.  The  materials  for  the  Sketch  are  derived  from 
Leland,  Dugdale's  Warwickshire,  the  Book  of  John  Fisher,  which  is  an  interesting 
manuscript  written  by  Mr.  Fisher,  (1580  to  1588),  for  the  most  part  devoted  to 
records  of  magisterial  proceedings,  and  another  old  minute  book,  both  of  which 
hitherto  unnoticed  volumes  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  among  the 
Corporation  archives,  old  plans  of.  the  town,  a  drawing  and  ground  plan  of  old 
St.  Mary's,  in  All  Souls  College  Library,  Oxford,  and  references  to  the  town  in 
the  Black  Book. 
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THE  STEBETS  ^le  ms^n  thoroughfares  and  chief  features  of  Warwick 

AND  in  the  16th  century  were  much  the  same  as    they  are    now. 

BUILDINGS .  Although  the  great  fire  of  1694  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  the  nave  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  there  are  still  enough  of  the  old 
houses  remaining  to  shew  us  what  the  Warwick  of  that  day  was  like.  Near  to 
the  present  Court  House  in  Jury  Street,  which  probably  occupies  the  site  of  the 
old  one  (see  p.  225)  there  stood  a  cross,  which  is  often  referred  to  as  the  High 
Cross  or  simply  the  Cross.  If  any  one  will  stand  at  this  spot  with  his  back  to 
the  Court  House  he  will  have  Church  Street  and  St.  Mary's  Church  facing  him  ; 
on  his  right  down  Jury  Street  he  will  see  one  of  the  old  gates  of  the  town,  viz. 
the  East  Gate,  with  St.  Peter's  Chapel  above  it,  on  his  left  up  High  Street, 
called  in  Elizabeth's  days  High  Pavement,  he  will  see  another  gate,  the  West 
Gate,  with  St.  James's  Chapel  above  it.  Both  these  gateways  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  Black  Book  were  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  most  of  the 
town  walls  were  down.  The  North  Gate,  which  stood  in  Northgate  Street,  had 
even  at  that  time  disappeared.'1)  The  Castle  stood  for  the  South  Gate.  The 
beautiful  Chancel  of  St.  Mary's,  the  Vestry  and  Chapter  House,  and  the 
Beauchamp  Chapel  were  much  the  same  as  at  present.  Opposite  to  the  Chapter 
House  a  door,  now  filled  up  by  a  cupboard,  led  into  the  Chancel,  and  the  screen 
dividing  the  lobby  from  the  Vestry  was  not  then  pierced  for  a  doorway.  In  the 
south-east  angle  of  the  South  Transept  there  was  a  circular  staircase  leading  to 
an  organ  loft  at  the  west  end  of  the  Beauchamp  Chapel. (2)  The  body  of  the 
Church  which  covered  nearly  the  same  area  as  the  existing  one  consisted  of  nave, 

(1)  Leland. 

(2)  Ground  plau  of  the  Church  in  Library  of  All  Souls  College,  Oxford. 
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aisles  and  transepts,  of  shallower  projection  than  the  present  ones,  the  nave 
having  four  hays,  and  being  lighted  by  six  clerestory  windows,  and  in  the  walls 
of  each  aisle  were  three  windows.  The  transept  windows  wore  large  and 
handsome,  and  somewhat  similar  to  the  Chancel  east  window.®  At  the  east 
end  of  the  South  x\isle  stood  the  large  altar  tomh,  with  canopy  over,  of  Thomas 
Beauchamp  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  built  the  nave  in  the  latter  half  of  the  14th 
century,  and  of  his  Countess, W  but  this  was  destroyed  in  the  great  fire.  The 
brass  effigies  which  were  on  the  tomb  however  survived,  and  are  now  placed 
against  the  east  wall  of  the  south  transept.  St.  Mary's  was  then,  as  now, 
sometimes  called  the  High  Church,  either  from  its  position  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
or  from  its  being  the  principal  Church  in  the  town.(4a)  The  Tower  was  lower 
than  the  present  one,  and  over  the  South  Porch  there  was  a  room,  which  had 
been  once  occupied  by  John  Eous  the  Warwickshire  Antiquary,  who  died  in 
1491,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's. (5)  The  tower  appears  to  have  contained  a 
peal  of  eight  bells. (6)  St.  Nicholas  Church,  possibly  as  old  as  St.  Mary's,  was 
pulled  down  and  re-built  in  1779.  Our  information  with  regard  to  old  St. 
Nicholas  is  very  meagre,  as  there  are  no  plans  or  drawings  extant,  except  the 
distant  view  in  Hollar's  view  of  Warwick,  in  Dugdale,  and  in  some  other  old 
engravings.       It  consisted,  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  of  nave,  chancel,  and  west-end 

(3)  South  Elevation  of  Church  in  All  Souls  Library. 

(4)  Dugdale's  Warwickshire,  p.  324. 

(4a)  Among  the  letters  published  by  the  Camden  Society  there  is  a  begging  letter  from  a  Mr. 
Leach,  Master  of  Arts,  to  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  in  which  he  says,  "  you  mynistred  unto  mee 
in  the  highe  Church  of  Warwike,  in  the  latter  dayes  of  our  late  souerayn  Queen  Marie."' 

(5)  Bloxam's  Churches  of  Warwickshire,  Vol.  1,  p.  12. 

(6)  Oken's  Will,  "  I  will  that  the  viij"  ringers  shall  have  for  their  paynes  viij"" 
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tower  and  spire,  and  had  a  north  porch.  In  the  churchyard  there  was 
a  cross.  The  Tower  contained  a  clock  and  bells,  which  were  continually  being 
repaired.  A  bell  was  rung  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  8  o'clock  at  night. 
The  Church  roof  was  of  shingles,  i.  e.  thin  pieces  of  wood  instead  of  tiles,  which 
were  frequently  renewed. (5a)  The  Chancel  was  also  roofed  with  shingles. (5b) 
The  Priory,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  now  the  residence  of  S.  S.  Lloyd, 
Jan.,  Esq.,  was  then  a  modern  building,  occupying  the  site  however  of  a  very 
old  ecclesiastical  establishment.  In  a  westerly  direction  from  the  Northgate  ran 
a  street  called  Walldyke.  In  the  Saltisford,  in  a  decayed  condition,  stood  St. 
Michael's  Church.  The  remains  of  this  building,  consisting  of  the  east  and 
west  gables,  the  walls  and  a  portion  of  the  roof,  now  form  part  of  a  blacksmith's 
forge.  Going  westwards  from  St.  Mary's,  we  pass  through  the  Old  Square,  and 
reach  the  Market  Place.  In  Elizabeth's  time  the  Old  Square  was  called 
Pibble  Lane,  and  in  it  were  Oken's  almshouses:  these  were  destroyed -by  the 
great  fire,  and  were  re-built  adjoining  EyfHer's  houses  on  the  Castle  Hill.  In 
the  Market  Place  there  stood  a  Booth  Hall,  in  which  were  shops  let  to  tenants 
for  terms  as  long  as  21  years,  and  somewhere  near  to  the  spot  which  the  Market 
Hall  and  Museum  now  occupy,  there  were  the  remains  of  St.  John  the  Baptist's 
Church,  even  then  a  ruin,  of  which  no  vestige  now  remains. (7)     In  the  Market 

(5a)  Churchwarden's  Accounts.  In  the  account  of  1572,  "It'mpayde  to  John  Woode  for 
wasshynge  off  the  churche  &  clansynge  the  crosse  in  the  church  yarde  vj"  viijd."  In  1582,  "  Item 
payde  for  mendynge  off  porche  vjd."  In  1589  the  porch  is  spoken  of  as  on  the  north  side.  In  1597, 
"  p"  to  Thomas  peyne  his  wholl  yeares  wages  for  over  seinge  the  clocke  &  to  Hinge  five  a  clocke  in 
the  morning  &  eight  at  night  xx"." 

(5b)  The  book  of  John  Fisher,  Bailiff's  Accounts,  "  Item  for  CCC  Shingles  bought  &  occupied 
in  the  Roof  of  the  chancell  of  S'  Nicholas  Church  in  Warwick  xa." 

(7)  Dugdale's  Warwickshire,  p.  362. 
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Place  also,  stood  the  pillory./8  and  the  stocks.  Towards  the  north  Bide  there 
was  a  Market  Cross,  which  was  afterwards  pulled  down  by  Ool.  Purefoy  during 
the  Civil  War  between  Charles  1st  and  the  Parliament.^  Close  by  hen 
Horse  Chipping  or  the  Horse  Market.  Turning  down  Brook  Street,  then  called 
Cow  Lane  at  the  lower  end  of  which  was  the  Rother  Chipping  or  licust  Market, 
we  come  to  the  Leycester  Hospital,  which  presents  the  same  appearance  now  as 
it  did  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  although  even  at  that  time  it  was  of  respectable  age, 
having  been  built  in  the  latter  half  of  the  14th  century. (10)  Close  to  this  is  the 
West  Gate.  Somewhere  near  to  West  Street  stood  St.  Lawrence's  tithe  barn. 
From  the  South  side  of  the  West  Gate  ran  a  lane  called  Britten  Lane  in  which 
were  several  barns  and  gardens. (11)  From  the  West  Gate  the  street  runs  straight 
to  the  East  Gate.  Beyond  this  gate  is  Smith  Street,  in  which  stood  another 
tithe  barn.  Turning  southward  from  the  East  Gate,  and  going  down  Castle 
Hill,  we  come  to  Mill  Street,  which  is  full  of  ancient  half-timbered  houses ;  at 
the  bottom  of  this  street,  which  runs  down  to  the  Avon,  the  river  was  spanned 
by  a  bridge  of  many  arches,  spoken  of  as  the  great  bridge,  and  now  a  picturesque 
ruin.  Over  this  bridge  we  come  to  Bridge  End,  which  was  once  a  more 
populous  suburb  of  Warwick  than  at  present,  and  turning  to  the  left  the  road 
leads  to  Myton ;  it  was  over  this  bridge  that  Queen  Elizabeth  rode  when  she 

(8)  Old  Minute  Book,  p.  107.  18th  of  May,  1632,  "It  is  agreed  that  a  survey  be  presently- 
made  and  a  computacon  what  the  charges  will  amount  unto  to  paue  the  markett  place  about  the 
pillorie." 

(9)  Bloxam's  Churches  of  Warwickshire,  Vol.  1.,  p.  63. 

(]  0)  Rous'  Boll "  In  hys  tyme  he  (i.  e.  Thomas  Beauchamp  Earl  of  Warwick)  be  gan  the  gold  (guild) 
of  the  trinite  and  seynt  Georg  of  Warwick.'' 

(11)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher. 

xiii. 
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entered  Warwick  ;  it  was  over  this  bridge  also  that  the  Bailiff  and  his  company 
passed,  when  they  went  to  My  ton  to  vindicate  the  law,  as  described  in  the 
account  of  the  Myton  riots.  As  the  road  over  this  bridge  was  the  highway  to 
London,  it  must  have  been  a  place  of  some  traffic,  and  the  noble  owner  of  the 
Castle  in  Elizabeth's  days  would  see  from  the  Castle  windows  the  pack-horses 
bringing  goods  to  the  houses  of  Thomas  Oken  and  other  tradesmen  in  the  town, 
and  altogether  gaze  upon  a  busier  scene  than  that  presented  to  the  view  of  the 
present  Earl  and  Countess.  From  the  bottom  of  Mill  Street  another  Street, 
Castle  Street,  led  up  by  the  Castle  walls  to  the  High  Cross  before  mentioned. 
In  no  part  of  Warwick  have  there  been  so  many  changes  as  about  the  old  bridge, 
consequent  on  the  building  of  the  present  bridge,  the  enlarging  of  the  Castle 
grounds,  and  the  diversion  of  the  road  to  the  Asps,  which  took  place  about  100 
years  ago.  The  Castle  in  Elizabeth's  days  was  more  open  to  the  town,  and 
nearer  to  the  boundary  than  at  the  present  time,  as  the  wall  enclosing  the 
grounds  was  then  almost  close  to  the  moat.  By  this  wall  ran  a  road  which 
joined  Castle  Street  near  to  Guy's  Tower,  and  at  this  point  a  gate  opened  into 
the  grounds,  from  which  there  was  an  approach  to  the  Castle  gateway.  Part  of 
Castle  Street,  and  other  ground  within  the  town,  were  added  to  the  Castle 
grounds,  as  before  mentioned,  by  George,  Earl  of  Warwick,  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century.  The  gateway  between  the  Bear  Tower  and  Clarence  Tower  appears  to 
have  been  opened  since  Elizabeth's  time.  The  Castle  Park  then  consisted  of 
fields,  which  were  enclosed  by  George,  Earl  of  Warwick,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  built  the  present  Castle  Bridge,  or  contributed  the  greater  part  of  the  cost  of 
its  erection,  and  formed  the  lake,  known  as  the  "  New  Waters,"  and  diverted 
part  of  the  Banbury  and  London  Boad.     This  road  ran  across  part  of  the  present 
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park,  and  crossed  ground  now  covered  by  the  New  Waters.  Along  this 
came  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  she  visited  Warwick  in  1572,  and  on  the  Bide  oi 
the  New  Waters,  farthest  from  the  town,  is  Ford  Mill  Hill,  where  she  was  met; 
by  the  Bailiff,  as  described  in  the  Black  Book,  (see  page  86).  Turning  north- 
wards from  the  East  gate  we  are  in  the  Butts,  where  stood  the  Butts  for  the 
practice  of  Archery. 


ARCHERY  BUTTS.  Firearms  had  not  yet  superseded  the  bow  and  crossbow, 

and  the  government  felt  it  necessary  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  proficiency  of  the 
citizens  in  archery,  and  so  we  find  by  an  entry  in  the  "Book  of  John  Fisher," 
that  there  was  given  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  "  xxs  to  such  persones  as  came  wtu 
the  comission  to  trye  how  Archery  was  mayntened  w'hin  this  borough,"  also 
£2  14s.  lOd.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Dyche  "for  the  newe  making  of  Saint  Marye 
Buttes  this  yere  and  for  newe  Bales  &  postes  set  up  about  the  said  butts  and  for 
the  hire  of  the  workemen  laboring  there  as  by  his  bill  pticulerly  appereth."  In 
the  Butts  also  stood  the  Deanery  and  College ;  the  Deanery  is  now  St.  Mary's 
Vicarage,  but  the  College  has  beten  pulled  down. 


POPULATION.  I  calculate  that  the  population  of  Warwick  at  this  period 

was  in  round  numbers  about  2,600.  In  "John  Fisher's  Book"  the  number  of 
households  in  the  six  wards  in  St.  Mary's  Parish  is  stated  to  have  been  371 : 
allowing  5  persons  to  each  household,  this  would  give  for  St.  Mary's  parish  a 
population  of  1855.     There  were  in  St.  Nicholas  Parish  two  wards,  the  Smith 

XV. 
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Street  ward,  and  the  Bridge  end  ward ;  in  estimating  the  population  of  St. 
Nicholas,  it  would  hardly  be  correct  to  take  an  average  of  the  wards  in  St. 
Mary's,  as  some  of  them  contained  but  few  houses,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
streets  forming  the  two  wards  in  St.  Nicholas  parish  there  were  as  many  house- 
holds as  at  the  present  day,  so  I  have  calculated  their  population  on  the  numbers 
in  the  Saltisford  ward,  which  I  think  would  be  more  on  a  par  with  them  in 
population.  The  Saltisford  ward  contained  75  houses  or  375  people ;  this 
number  multiplied  by  two  gives  750  as  the  population  of  St.  Nicholas ;  add  this 
to  1855  and  we  have  2,605  as  the  population  of  the  borough.  This  estimate  is 
supported  by  a  statement  in  a  petition  for  an  increase  of  stipend,  presented  by 
Mr.  Eoe,  Vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  1636,  in  which  he  states  the  number  of 
Communicants  in  St.  Nicholas  Parish  to  be  500 ;  and  thus  if  we  calculate  in  the 
same  proportion  as  St.  Mary's  communicants  bore  to  the  households,  we  have 
about  750  as  the  population  of  St.  Nicholas  Parish  iu  1636. (12)  The  above 
particulars,  as  regards  St.  Mary's  parish,  are  derived  from  a  memorandum  giving 
not  only  the  wards  and  the  householders  in  each  ward,  but  also  the  number  of 
communicants  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's  at  Easter,  1581 :  the  memorandum, 
which  states  that  the  details  were  derived  from  an  examination  of  the  book  of 
Communicants  at  the  Festival  of  Easter  is  as  follows  :  Md  qd  per  scrutineum 
libroiu  coicantiu  ad  festu  pasch  anno  xxiijci0  Ee  Elizabeth  inveni  numeru  coicantu 
predict.  Et  sunt  in  parochia  bee  Marie  Warwic  infra  wardas  subnotas  scilt 

(12)  Old  Minute  Book,  p.  115. 
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And  then    there  is    this  further    memorandum,    which    shows    that    the 
population  had  increased  in  four  years. 

per  scrutiniu  libri  coicantiti  ad  festum  pasche  1585  infra  parochiam  beate  Marie 
Warwic 

totalis  numerus  comunicantiu  infra  parochiam  predict — 1321 

Inde 
masculini  generis — 609 
feminini  generis — 712 
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For  the  year  15S6  a  full  list  of  communicants  is  written  out,  each  household 
being  given  separately.  One  household  in  the  High  pavement,  on  account  of  its 
being  headed  by  the  name  of  Thos.  Cartwright,  is  evidently  a  list  of  the  Master 
and  brethren  of  the  Leycester  Hospital.  Mr.  Cartwright  was  a  celebrated 
Puritan  divine,  and  had  only  just  then  recently  been  appointed  Master.  I  may 
here  remark  that  the  most  common  christian  names  among  men  were  Thomas, 
John.  Robert  and  Richard,  and  among  women,  Elizabeth,  Isabel,  Alice  and 
Marjory  or  Margaret, 

CONDITION  OF  The  condition  of  the  trade  of  Warwick  at  this  period  is 

described  by  Mr.  John  Fisher  in  an  interview  which  he  had 
with  the  Earl  of  Leycester,  an  account  of  which  will  be  found  at  p.  45,  so  that  I 
need  not  speak  of  it  here.  As  both  the  men  and  women  of  Elizabeth's  time 
were  very  extravagant  in  their  dress,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  that  the 
mercers  and  drapers  were  the  most  prosperous  tradesmen  in  the  town.  The  rate 
of  wages  to  be  paid  by  an  employer  was  settled  by  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  and 
a  minimum  time  of  service  fixed,  and  from  time  to  time  the  Bailiff  held  his 
sessions,  at  which  the  Jury  enquired  whether  these  rules  were  carried  out,  and 
presented  any  one  who  paid  more  than  the  regulation  wage,  or  engaged  a  labourer 
for  a  shorter  time  than  one  year.(i3) 

From  the  presentations  made  by  the  Jury  with  regard  to 
the  different  trades,  and  by  comparing  the  names  of  those  presented  with  the 
list  of  householders  already  referred  to,  it  is  to  some  extent  possible  to  judge  how 

(13)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher, 
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the  si h.ps  were  1 1 is(,ri lulled  throughout  the  town,  s.ii 1 1"  tradea  seem  to  have  I"  en 
attached  to  no  particular  locality,  but  the  butchers  appear  to  have  been  located 
principally  in  High  Pavement  arid  Jury  Street;  the  Mercers,  Grocers  and 
Haberdashers  in  High  Pavement,  Church  Street  and  Castle  Street,  and  the 
Tanners,  who  were  numerous,  in  West  Street,  Saltisford,  Smith  Street  and 
Bridge  End.     Thomas  Shakespeare,  Butcher,  lived  in  West  Street.U*) 

MAEKET  DAY.  By  the  Charter  of  Philip  and  Mary,  Tuesday  and  Saturday 

were  appointed  Market  days ;  and  so  on  these  days  buyers  and  sellers  came  from 
all  the  villages  round  about  to  Warwick  Market ;  they  came  even  from  villages 
and  places  some  distance  away,  as  among  the  licenses  to  people  to  sell  and  buy 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  &c,  in  the  market,  and  to  badgers,  i.e.  men  who  bought  corn 
or  grain  to  sell  again  for  profit,  licenses  were  given  to  people  from  Tanworth, 
Coleshill,  Meriden,  Minworth,  Northfield  and  King's  Norton,  and  it  is  curious 
and  interesting  to  notice  that  licenses  were  granted  to  people  from  Birmingham 
and  our  neighbour  borough  of  Leamington,  then  the  little  village  of  Priors 
Lemington.  On  these  Market  days  proclamations,  if  any,  were  made  from  the 
High  Cross,  and  criminals  were  publicly  whipped  about  the  Market  Place. (15) 
The  market  tolls  were  collected,  as  they  are  at  the  present  day,  by  the  Sergeant 
at  Mace,  who  was  an  officer  appointed  each  year  by  the  bailiff  on  his  entering 
upon  his  term  of  office. (16)  There  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  fair  on  St. 
Bartholomew's  day,  when  a  nag  could  have  been  bought  for  16s.  or  17s.,  and  an 
ox  for  £3.(16a)     There  was  also  a  fair  on  St.  Simon's  &  St.  Jude's  day. 

(14)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher.  (15)  Ibid. 

(16)  Ibid,  and  Old  Minute  Book,  p.  2,  and  82. 
(16a)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher. 
xix. 


INTRODUCTION. 

INNS    axp     ALE-  For    the   refreshment    of    the    market    folk,  there    were 

various  hostels  and  alehouses,  the  keepers  of  which  were  under 
certain  restrictions,  such  as  not  to  have  "dressed  or  eaten  any  fleshe  in  their 
houses  in  the  time  of  lent  or  uppon  daies  forbidden  as  fridaies  saturdaies  or  other 
fishdaies  ;  "  vintners  were  also  forbidden  to  retail  "  any  french  or  gascoiyn  wine 
above  xij'1  the  gallon  or  any  swete  wine  or  spainesh  wine  above  xvjd  the  gallon  or 
to  retail  wine  to  be  dioonke  in  their  owne  bowses  by  gallon  pottall  quarte  or 
pint.'V")  In  whatever  part  of  the  town  these  houses  of  refreshment  were 
situated,  in  all  probability  there  was  a  good  hostelry  on  or  near  to  the  site  of  the 
present  Warwick  Arms  Hotel,  in  High  Street,  as  in  the  list  of  householders  before 
mentioned  there  is  entered  John  Grene  and  his  wife,  and  eleven  others  as 
belonging  to  one  household ;  this  indicates  a  large  house,  and  as  the  position  of 
this  entry  on  the  list  of  the  householders  in  the  High  Pavement  corresponds 
closely  with  the  position  of  the  present  hotel  in  this  street,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  an  hostelry  stood  on  this  spot,  or  at  any  rate  very  near  to  it :  moreover  Mr. 
John  Grene,  who  was  bailiff  at  the  time  of  the  My  ton  riots,  is  spoken  of  in  the 
Black  Book  as  John  Grene  of  the  Crown ;  so  that  we  may  fairly  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  all  probability  a  large  Inn  called  the  Crown  occupied  the  site 
of  the  present  "  Warwick  Arms."  Of  course  during  the  Commonwealth  the  sign 
of  the  Crown  would  be  removed,  and  a  new  one  substituted.  There  was  a  Cross 
Tavern  near  to  the  High  Cross,  and  somewhere  in  the  town  an  Inn  with  the  sign 
of  the  Unicorn. l1^)  There  is  no  further  record  of  the  names  of  any  other  Inns  at 
this  period,  but  in  1657  there  was  an  Inn  called  the  Bell  in  the  High  Pavement, 

(17)   The  Book  of  John  Fisher, 
(J  8)  Ibid, 
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and  another  called  the  King's  Head,  in  Castle  Street. (19)      There  was  a  la 
household  in  Northgate  Street,  which  rather  points  to  the  presence  of  a  La 

Inn  there. 

householders.  Thomas  Powell  had  a  Draper's  shop  in  the  High  Pave- 

ment, and  Eichard  Boo,  a  Butcher's  shop,  and  in  this  street  also  lived  Robert 
Philips  and  Thomas  Cawdrey,  the  Executors  of  Thomas  Oken,  Thomas  Cawdrey 
being  a  Butcher,  and  having  a  considerable  establishment.  Here  also  lived 
Richard  Griffin,  the  founder  of  Griffin's  Charity.  In  this  street  one  Richard 
Blick  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  Vintner,  as  in  the  Churchwarden's  accounts  for  St. 
Nicholas  Parish,  there  are  entries  of  payments  to  him  for  wine  for  communicants. 
Eichard  Fisher,  who  was  six  times  Bailiff  of  Warwick,  lived  in  Church  Street, 
and  had  a  household  of  seven  people,  communicants,  besides  Isabell  his  wife. 
In  this  street  also  was  the  dwelling  of  John  Fisher.  In  Canon  Eow  lived  Mr. 
Martin  Deleyn,  Vicar  of  St.  Mary's.'20)  Nicholas  Byfier,  a  well-known 
benefactor,  lived  in  Jury  Street. 

SUBSIDIES.  In  John  Fisher's  Book  there  is  a  list  of  the  inhabitants 

taxed  and  assessed  for  the  payment  of  subsidies  granted  by  Parliament  in  1581 
and  1582,  and  also  the  amount  which  the  constables  of  the  wards  were  directed 
to  collect  from  each  person  assessed :  and  in  1584  there  was  a  taxation  of 
inhabitants  "  towards  the  furnyture  of  viij  horsemen  to  be  sent  unto  Irelond  out 
of  this  county  of  Warr.  in  the  moneth  of  September  1584."  In  these  lists, 
Nicholas  Eyfier  is  described  as  a  stranger,  although  he  had  received  a  patent  of 
denizenship  dated  the  29th  of  March,  1562. 

(19)  Old  Minute  Book,  p.  154.  (20)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher. 
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RENTS.  A  list  called  the  task  book  in  John  Fisher's  book,  gives 

some  particulars  as  to  the  rents  paid  for  houses,  barns  and  gardens  in  the  town. 
This  list  was  made  up  from  returns  furnished  by  the  constables  of  the  various 
wards,  for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  The  rents  vary  from  2s.  a  year  for  a  cottage 
to  30s.  a  year  for  a  good-sized  house.  The  cottages  were  chiefly  in  the  Market 
Place  ward,  the  Saltisford  and  West  Street,  and  were  let  at  from  2s.  to  5s.  The 
rents  of  houses  in  Jury  Street  and  the  High  Pavement  ranged  from  4s.  to  30s., 
which  latter  is  written  against  the  name  of  John  Grene,  who  would  be  mine  host 
of  the  Crown  before  mentioned.  A  lease  of  a  house  in  High  Pavement  was 
granted  to  Thomas  Powell  at  an  annual  rent  of  16s.  Barns  and  gardens  let  at 
from  2s.  to  4s.  In  some  cases  there  was  a  condition  that  the  tenant  should  bring 
a  fat  goose,  or  two  fat  capons,  or  two  fat  hens,  or  a  pig,  or  a  rabbit,  or  some  ribs 
of  beef,  or  something  else  in  kind  in  addition  to  the  rent.1'21) 

V\GEAXTS.  There  seem  to  have  been  a  good  many  men  and  women 

tramping  about  in  search  of  work,  as  people  from  all  parts  of  the  County,  as  well 
as  from  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Lincolnshire,  and  other  Counties  were  brought 
up  before  the  magistrates  and  examined  as  to  their  means  of  support.  These 
examinates  included  the  scholar  who  made  his  moan  to  the  Vicar,  the  travelling 
doctor,  the  man  who  journeyed  from  place  to  place  with  a  false  passport,  and 
the  common  vagrant,  who  was  sent  to  the  stocks  for  a  day  and  a  night  as  a 
rogue.  The  ruffian  also,  the  drunkard,  the  common  thief,  the  Sabbath  breaker, 
and  the  recusant,  who  absolutely  refused  to  go  to  the  Church,  were  all  features 
in  Elizabethan  Warwick.  There  were  also  a  considerable  number  of  beggars, 
both  men  and  women  and  children  about  the  town. 

(21)    Old  Minute  Book  passim. 
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relief   of  the  For   the    relief   of   (she    poor   the    Bailiff  aud   principal! 

burgesses  assessed  bhe  amount  which  each  person  considered 
capable  oi  contributing,  was  ordered  to  give  weekly,  the  amount  ranging  from  is. 
to  Jd.,  those  giving  h\.  being  chiefly  in  St.  Nicholas'  Parish,  and  they  also 
appointed  the  sum  which  the  poor  were  to  receive  weekly,  the  sums  given  varying 
from  Is.  to  ld.(22) 

SCHOOLS.  There  was  a  free  Grammar  School,  which  is  supposed  to 

have  existed  since  Edward  the  Confessor's  time,  and  which,  in  the  earlier  part 
of  Elizabeth's  reign,  appears  to  have  been  located  at  the  Burgh  Hall,  now  the 
Leycester  Hospital,  until  this  building  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of 
Leycester.  The  School  would  then  seem  to  have  been  transferred  to  the  East 
gate,  for  evidence  of  which  see  the  grant  to  the  Corporation  of  the  East  gate  at 
p.  224.  It  at  length  found  a  home  in  the  College  on  the  Butts,  or  in  a  building 
adjoining  until  it  was  transferred  about  20  years  ago  to  the  present  large  and 
handsome  buildings  at  Myton.  The  Schoolmaster  seems  to  have  been  either  the 
Vicar  of  St.  Mary  or  St.  Nicholas.  There  was  also  another  School  in  the  town, 
conducted  in  a  building  in  the  Market  Place,  the  lower  part  of  which  was  let  for 
shops,  as  to  which  see  page  399 ;  and  there  may  have  been  other  Schools,  for  Mr. 
T.  Hall  complained  to  the  Corporation  about  the  multiplicity  of  Schoolmasters. 
Moreover  Thomas  Oken  besides  leaving  £2  a  year  for  the  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School,  also  left  £2  a  year  "  to  the  use  of  a  skolemaister  to  be  founde  &  kept  in 
the  said  towne  of  Warwik  for  ever  to  teache  pettyes  &  pooremens  chieldern." 
Thus  Education  seems  to  have  been  fairly  well  looked  after. 

(22)  The  Book  of  John  Fisher. 
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HIGHWAYS.  The  duty  of  seeing  that  the  roads  were  kept  in  proper 

order  seems  to  have  been  entrusted  to  four  men  called  highwaymen,  and  they 
appear  to  have  made  use  of  oxen,  as  means  of  carrying  about  materials  for  the 
filling  up  of  ruts,  and  for  other  repairs,  as  there  is  a  record  in  an  old  minute  book 
of  "  a  loan  to  buye  sixe  oxen  to  maynteyne  the  higheways,"  and  a  close  called 
the  Highway  Close  at  Wedgnock  Park  was  set  apart  for  these  oxen  to  graze  in. 
These  oxen  appear  to  have  been  used  principally,  if  not  entirely,  for  carrying 
stone  and  gravel  for  the  repair  of  Wedgnock  Lane.(23) 

PARLIAMEXTAKT  The  Borough  returned  two  Burgesses  to  Parliament,  one 

of  whom  appears  to  have  been  a  nominee  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  Several 
elections  are  mentioned  in  the  Black  Book.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that 
Warwick  was  represented  in  the  year  1260  by  Peter  de  Montfort,  who  was  the 
first  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  last  member,  whom  it 
returned  as  a  single  Borough,  before  being  joined  with  Leamington  to  form  a 
Parliamentary  Borough,  was  The  Et.  Hon.  Arthur  Wellesley  Peel,  (now  Viscount 
Peel),  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

THE    CORPOBA-  The  town  was  governed  by  a  Bailiff  and  12    principal 

TION 

burgesses  and  12  assistants,  who  held  their  meetings  sometimes 
in  their  Burgh  Hall,  sometimes  in  the  Shire  Hall,  and  sometimes  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  either  in  the  long  room  over  the  Vestry,  or  in  the  Chapter  House,  and 
once  at  least  in  the  Lady  Chapel.  In  this  sketch  of  Elizabethan  Warwick,  I 
have,  with  a  few  exceptions,  only  touched  upon  the  history  and  topography  of 

(23)   Old  Minute  Book,   p.  40. 
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the  town  so  far  as  they  illustrate  the  Blaci  Book.  Having  given  this  outline  ol 
the  town  I  will  not  further  refer  to  the  inhabitants  but  will  leave  it,  to  the  Blacfc 
Book  to  tell  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  those  who  lived  and  moved  and  had 
their  being  in  Warwick  in  the  years  gone  by. 


THE  BLACK  BOOK  AND  ITS  WEITEES. 

The  Black  Book  of  Warwick  is  a  large  and  ancient  volume,  covered  with 
brown  calf  skin,  in  which  are  entered  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation, 
records  of  the  elections  of  the  Bailiffs  and  principal  burgesses,  copies  of 
corporation  leases  and  agreements,  the  elections  of  Members  of  Parliament, 
accounts  of  public  ceremonials,  in  which  the  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  took  part, 
records  of  Corporation  law  suits,  and  other  matters  for  the  most  part  relating  to 
municipal  life.  There  are  various  books  which  are  called  Black  Books,  and 
among  them  there  is  the  class  in  which  are  recorded  rules  and  ordinances  of 
guilds,  minutes  of  proceedings,  and  penalties,  and  fines  for  breaches  of  regulations  : 
to  this  class  the  Black  Book  of  Warwick  belongs.  It  is  16  inches  long,  11  inches 
wide,  and  4  inches  thick,  and  contains  890  pages,  numbered  by  folios  :  there  are 
4  pages  before  the  numbering  commences,  and  then  it  is  foliod  up  to  363,  many 
pages  being  unused,  and  beyond  that  there  are  164  pages  neither  foliod,  nor 
written  upon.  The  first  15  folios  have  a  margin  on  each  side  of  the  page,  lined 
off  in  red  ink,  as  are  also  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  page.  The  events  are  not 
always  entered  in  chronological  order,  and  sometimes  an  account  is  broken  off 
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and  continued  some  pages  further  on,  while  the  intermediate  leaves  are  used  for 
recording  something  else.  Most  of  the  entries  were  made  during  27  years  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  they  were  frequent ;  after  that  time  they  were 
only  occasional,  and  were  continued  to  the  beginning  of  last  century.  In 
perusing  the  Book  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Corporation  made  presentations  to 
livings,  and  granted  leases  of  tithes,  and  were  in  possession  of  church  furniture, 
such  as  crucifixes  and  patens.  To  explain  this  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  when 
Henry  YHIth  dissolved  the  collegiate  establishment  of  St.  Mary,  he  gave  by  his 
Charter  of  Incorporation  of  37  Henry  VIHth,  15th  May,  1545,  to  the  burgesses 
inter  alia  "  All  that  our  Eectory  and  Church  of  the  Blessed  Mary  and  all  that 
our  Eectory  and  Church  of  St.  Nicholas  with  the  privileges  &c.  to  the  late  College 
of  which  Blessed  Mary  belonging.  And  also  all  that  our  Eectory  and  Church  of 
Chadesley  in  our  County  of  Worcester  &c.  And  all  that  our  Eectory  of  Budbrook 
Arc.  And  the  advowsons  gifts  rights  of  patronage  belonging  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  &c.  And  all  houses  &c  "  subject  to  the  payment  of  stipends  to  the  Vicars 
of  St.  Mary,  St.  Nicholas,  and  Budbrook,  and  to  the  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School,  and  to  other  payments.  On  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  of  1835,  these  properties  and  trusts  passed  to  and  became  vested  in  a  body 
of  Trustees  called  "  The  Trustees  of  King  Henry  VIHth's  Charity  Estate,"  by 
whom  they  are  now  administered.  A  large  portion  of  the  Black  Book  is  taken 
up  with  an  account  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Oken,  and  of  the  law  suits  arising 
upon  the  carrying  out  of  his  will,  and  with  the  troubles  consequent  upon  the 
actions  of  a  restless  burgess  named  Eichard  Brooks,  who  appears  to  have  lived 
in  Bridge  End,  and  who  seemed  determined  that  matters  should  not  go  on  too 
quietly  in  the  town,  and  who  is  described  as  one  "  qui  interturbat  omnia."     We 
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are  also  introduced  fco  several  Count}  gentle n.  whose  descendants  still  live  in 

Warwickshire,  and  whose  names  are  familiar  to  us,  such  as  Greville  Leigh 
Throckmorton,  Boughton,  Staunton;  and  particularly  I  may  mention  the  Sir 
Thomas  Lucy  of  Shakespeare  fame,  who  seems  to  have  settled  a  law-suit  in 
connection  with  Thomas  Oken's  affairs,  which  the  Court  of  Arches  and  the  ( loui  I 
of  Chancery  had  tailed  to  put  to  rights.  The  writer  of  the  earlier  and  greater 
part  of  the  Black  Book  was  Mr.  John  Fisher,  Deputy  Recorder  and  Town  Clerk 
of  Warwick,  and  fco  him  we  owe  a  debfc  of  grafcitu.de  for  the  circumstantial 
accounts  of  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation,  which  lie  has  recorded,  as  well  as  of 
their  law-suits  and  quarrels,  and  for  the  elaborate  details  of  the  royal  visits  and 
ceremonials  which  happened  in  his  time ;  fco  him  we  are  indebted  for  the 
preservation  of  much  that  is  curious  and  interesting  in  connection  with  municipal 
life,  with  an  occasional  glimpse  at  domestic  and  social  life  in  a  provincial  town 
more  than  300  years  ago.  We  read  here  of  the  ways  and  manners  of  the 
burgesses,  of  their  early  morning  meetings,  of  their  Sunday  meetings  at  the 
Church,  and  of  their  jealousies,  and  bickerings  and  open  violence.  In  the  fight 
at  Myton  it  is  curious  to  read  of  the  use  of  crossbows  side  by  side  with  firearms. 
They  do  not  appear  to  have  been  altogether  a  happy  family,  and  the  bailiff  often 
had  rather  a  hard  time  of  it  in  trying  to  rule  the  turbulent  spirits  in  the 
Corporation  and  out  of  it.  At  many  meetings  personal  remarks  were  made,  and 
one  meeting  was  so  hot,  that  the  Town  Clerk  deemed  it  better  not  to  record  it 
at  all.  Mr.  John  Fisher  was  a  man  of  some  importance  in  Warwick,  for  besides 
being  Town  Clerk,  he  was  Bailiff  in  1564-5,  and  again  in  1580-1,  and  also  for 
many  years  M.P.  for  the  Borough.  He  sat  in  the  Parliament  which  assembled 
in   March,    1571,    and   remained    at   Westminster   until   the    dissolution,    and 
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consequently  he  was  in  bis  place  when  the  "Bill  for  Licence  unto  the  Earl  of 
Leicester  to  found  a  Hospital"  was  passed.  The  Bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time  on  Monday,  May  21st,  1571,  and  the  third  time  on  Tuesday,  May 
22nd.  He  was  brother  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fisher,  who  built  the  present  Priory,  and 
therefore,  on  the  authority  of  Dugdale,  a  son  of  one  Hawkins,  who  sold  fish  in 
the  Market  Place,  and  who  was  usually  known  by  the  name  of  Fisher.  We  first 
meet  with  him  on  the  29th  of  September,  1563,  when  he  appended  his  signature 
to  a  minute  of  the  election  of  Richard  Poo,  and  we  part  with  him  on  the  26th  of 
April,  1590,  on  which  day  he  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  at 
which  Serjeant  Puckering  was  appointed  to  the  Recordetship.  His  signature 
corresponds  with  the  writing  in  the  book,  besides  that  on  folio  209,  the  writer 
speaks  of  himself  as  "  Mr.  Fisher  the  writer  of  this  book."  His  abode  was  at 
one  time  at  the  sign  of  the  Swan.  He  seems  to  bave  been  rather  a  self-important 
man,  often  suffering  from  ill-health,  (one  conference  in  fact  was  held  in  his  bed- 
room) afraid  of  not  being  sufficiently  appreciated,  and  anxious  to  appear  in 
everything  going  on,  as  is  shown  by  his  returning  himself  in  the  list  of  wounded 
during  the  assault  on  the  tithe  barn  at  Myton,  as  wounded  on  the  thumb,  and 
yet  withal  a  most  useful  man.  His  remarks  on  the  characters  of  his  fellow- 
burgesses,  and  on  the  motives  which  actuated  them,  particularly  his  bursts  of 
indignation  with  regard  to  Richard  Brookes  are  very  amusing,  and  the  way  in 
which  he  addressed  members  of  the  Corporation  was  on  more  than  one  occasion 
abusive.  One  unpleasant  experience  happened  to  him  when  he  was  bailiff,  which 
he  relates  in  the  old  volume  already  mentioned.  An  outrageous  fellow  named 
Dongon  alias  Donghill  had  been  brought  before  him  for  assault,  but  was  released 
on  the  intercession  of  the  party  assaulted.     Two  days  afterwards  he  presented 
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himself  at  the  bailiff's  house  very  d k,  and  was  sent  away,  Mr.  Fisher  bei 

that  time  ill  in  bed.  Some  days  after  this  be  came  again,  and  secretly  made  his 
way  to  the  bed-chamber,  where  the  bailiff,  sick  and  ill,  lay  asleep,  and  made 
such  a  noise  by  the  bed-side  that  the  bailiff  "  fell  sodenly  Into  a  great  feare,  and 

skreched  being  in  doubt  of  his  lief."  His  cries  brought  on  to  the  scene  one  of 
bis  servants,  who  promptly  put  Donghill  out  of  the  room.  After  Mr.  Fisher's 
death,  or  after  he  ceased  to  be  Town  Clerk,  the  entries  in  the  book  are  not 
numerous,  and  are  not  of  the  same  interest  as  the  earlier  ones.  Mr.  Edmund 
Gregory,  who  was  appointed  Town  Clerk  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Puckering  the 
Eecorder,  would  be  responsible  for  the  entries  made  during  the  next  ten  or  twelve 
years.  The  few  entries  during  the  first  1  or  5  years  of  the  17th  century  were 
made  by  Mr.  William  Spicer,  who  was  the  second  Deputy-Eecorder  and  Town 
Clerk  after  Mr.  Fisher.  This  is  ascertained  by  a  comparison  of  the  hand- writing 
of  these  entries,  with  a  memorandum  signed  "  W.  Spicer,"  which  records  some 
of  the  last  words  of  John  Fisher.  The  writing  is  closer,  and  more  difficult  to 
read  than  that  of  Mr.  Fisher.  Mr.  Spicer  represented  Warwick  in  Parliament : 
he  died  on  the  3rd  of  August,  1611,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Nicholas'  Church,  in 
Warwick. (i)  William  Spicer  may  have  been  the  son  of,  as  it  is  scarcely  likely 
that  he  was  the  same  individual  as,  the  Mr.  Spicer,  whom  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
sent  to  report  upon  the  burgh  hall  and  buildings  adjoining,  when  he  was  proposing 
to  found  an  hospital.  This  Mr.  Spicer  appears  to  have  been  an  engineer  of  some 
ability,  for  when  the  Earl  of  Leicester  was  engaged  in  getting  up  associations  for 
the  defence  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  person,  he  wrote  a  letter,  which  is  published  in 
the  Egerton  papers  at  p.  101,  dated  the  9th  of  April,  1581,  from  his  house  at 

(1)   Old  Minute  Book,  p.  14. 
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Wanstede  to  Mr.  Egerton,  Solicitor  General,  stating  that  the  Queen  bad  appointed 
his  servant,  William  Spicer,  surveyor  of  the  works  and  fortifications  at  Berwick, 
and  asking  for  a  "  bill  to  be  drawen  to  that  end"  for  the  Queen  to  sign.  After 
Mr.  Spicer's  time  the  minutes  of  meetings,  and  records  of  the  Corporation's 
transactions  were  almost  entirely  entered  in  another  minute  book,  which  I  have 
referred  to  as  the  old  minute  book.  The  few  remaining  entries  were  presumably 
made  during  their  respective  Deputy-Eecorderships  and  Town  Clerkships  by  Mr. 
Spicer's  successor,  Mr.  John  Norton,!2)  who  died  on  the  14th  of  September,  1635, 
and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  and  whose  monument  is  in  the  South 
Transept,  by  Mr.  Edward  Eaynsford,(3)  who  died  on  the  10th  of  December,  1652, 
by  Mr.  Matthew  HolbecheW  who  followed  Mr.  Eaynsford,  by  Mr.  Jacob  Prescott, 
who  was  appointed  Deputy-Eecorder  by  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.,  of  13th 
October,  1665,  and  again  in  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.,  of  the  18th  December, 
1681,  and  by  Mr.  Thomas  Newsham,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Charter  of 
William  and  Mary  of  the  18th  of  March,  1694.  The  account  of  the  noisy 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  in  December,  1564,  (see  page  9),  is  by  an  unknown 
writer. 

(2)    Old  Minute  Book,  p.   16. 

(3)  Ibid  p.   148. 

(4)  Ibid  p.  152. 
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The  Othe  of  the  Principal!,  Burgesses. 

"  Ye  shall  faithfull  and  true  bee  to  the  Queries  matie  and  her  heires  and 
Successours  Kinges  &  Quenes  of  this  Kealme  of  Englond  And  the  ffraunchises 
Liberties  privelegies  custoines  &  order  of  this  Borough  of  Warwik  ye  shall 
observe  kepe  maynteyne  and  Susteyne  to  the  best  and  uttermost  of  yor 
knowleig  &  power  Ye  shall  not  doo  or  consent  to  be  doone  any  thing  to  the 
hinderaunce  hurt  or  preiudice  of  the  said  borough  or  of  the  ffranchies  libties  or 
comodoties  of  the  same  Ye  shallbe  obedient  assisting  aydyng  comforting 
counsailing  &  helping  to  the  Balief  of  the  said  Borough  as  one  of  the  twelve 
principall  Burgesses  from  tyme  to  tyme  and  at  all  tymes  Such  things  as  youe 
are  and  shallbe  callid  to  counsaill  of  towching  the  said  Borough  ye  shall  kepe 
secrete  And  not  revele  to  any  person  out  of  the  counsaill  house  or  place  where 
the  same  shalbe  by  youe  and  others  of  the  principall  burgesses  spoken  of 
resolued  and  determyned  And  therin  ye  shall  give  yor  best  counsaill  consent 
&  advisement  to  the  best  of  yor  understanding  &  power  Ye  shall  not  have 
coirferrens  aprement  or  consent  wl  any  pson  whatsoever  to  the  hurt  hinder- 
aunce or  overthrowing  of  any  graunt  priviliege  charter  or  libtie  graunted  to  this 
borough  or  corporacion  But  the  same  pryvileges  ffraunchises  &  libties  ye  shall 
contynewe  defend  susteyne  &  maynteyne  to  the  uttermost  of  yor  power  And  all 
good  orders  which  bee  have  bene  or  shalbe  devised  made  &  agreid  uppon  by  the 
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Bailief  and  principall  burgesses  for  &  towelling  the  good  goverment  of  this 
borough  ye  shall  pforrme  mayuteyn  &  defend  to  the  uttermost  &  best  of  yor 
liability  and  power  As  god  you  helpe  the  holy  Evang1  and  the  contents  of  this 
book 

The  following  on  folio  1  is  a  note  of  the  creation  and  election  of  Humfrey 
Heath  as  first  Bailiff  of  Warwick  under  letters  patent  or  charter  of  Philip  & 
Mary. 

(folio  1)  "  Huurfridus  Heith  priins  et  modernus  ballivs  Burgi  Warwici  electus  et 
creatus  p.  Iras  patentes  Dni  Begis  et  Dne  Begine  Phillipi  et  Marie  Dei  gra 
regs  et  regine  anglie  hispanii  aq  francie  utriusq  Cicilie  Jerusalem  et  hibni  fidei 
defensq      Archducis   Austrie  Ducuni   burgundie  mediolani   et  Brabanae  comit 

hapsburgi  flaundre  efc  Tyrolis die anno  Begnor  suor  primo  et  Sedo 

ut  plenius  patet  p  p'dicas  Iras  patentes 

In  whose  yere  the  Twesday  mkett  was  ordenyd  and  appoyntid  to  be  kepte 
at  the  highe  crosse  That  is  to  say  the  whete  mkett  in  the  Castell  strete  and  the 
barley  mkett  in  the  Churche  stret 

Also  in  his  yere  the  beyffe  mkett  upon  the  faire  days  was  remowyd  out  of 
the  Jury  strete  unto  the  baksid  of  the  Deanry  and  colledge  extending  up  to  the 
Saltisford  strett 

Also  the  mkett  of  butter  and  chese  was  removid  from  the  crosse  unto  the 
churche  Strett  and  the  barley  mkett  upon  the  feire  days  into  the  Jure  strete 

(folio  8)  -  An  Ordinance  fob  Bakers. 

The  following  is  written  in  engrossing  hand. 

An  ordy nance  made  &  sett  forth  the  viiith  day  of  Marche  in  the  second  and 
thyrde  yeres  of  the  reign  of  Kyng  Philipp  and  Quene  mary  tochyng  caryeng  of 
bred  by  the  Bakers  of  Warwyk  out  of  the  Burrough 
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"  Where  Ion--  before  this  fcyme  by  tl Id  auncyeut  beddsand  grave  wil  I 

the  [nhabytaunts  of  tbo  said  Burrough  of  Warwyk  ill  bath  been  thought  that  the 
caryeng  of  bred  by  the  Bakers  of  Warwyk  out  of  the  Burrough  to  divers  &  Bundry 
marketts  and  other  place  in  the  Countye  as  well  in  Warwykshyer  as  other 
shyers  hath  been  mythe  preiudycyall  &  liurtfull  to  the  Inhabytunts  of  the  seyd 
Burrough  as  by  sondry  good  and  pbable  reasons  they  of  heretofore  made  hath 
obydently  appered  And  upon  that  before  this  tyme  att  a  leete  holden  in  the 
seyd  Burrough  about  the  in™1  yere  of  the  reign  of  Edward  late  Kyng  of  England 
the  syxt  itt  was  ordeyred  that  no  Baker  shuld  carye  eny  bred  by  horses  or 
other wyse  out  of  the  same  Burrough  to  any  markett  pound  or  other  place  to  be 
sold  which  ordynauuee  was  put  in  execucyon  and  took  effect  unto  suche  tyme  as 
upon  ernest  suyt  made  by  the  same  Bakers  to  the  Gouernours  of  the  touue  for 
that  tyme  beyng  the  seyd  Gouvernours  took  upon  them  to  make  frustrate  the 
same  ordynaunce  and  sett  the  same  Bakers  att  there  lybertye  agen  to  the  grete 
hurt  of  the  seyd  Burrough  as  by  the  sequele  thereof  manyfestly  itt  dyd  appere 
Where  uppon  now  the  Baylyff  and  pryncypall  Burgesses  of  the  seyd  Burrough 
tenderyng  the  welth  pfett  &  comodytye  of  the  same  Burrough  well  weyeng  & 
confyderyng  the  wayght  of  the  pmysses  and  Consultyng  as  well  with  the  xxiiii 
of  the  chyfest  of  the  comeners  of  the  seyd  Burrough  and  others  the  wyse  men 
theye  havyng  also  the  adwyse  councell  and  consent  of  the  Kyng  and  Quenys 
maty63  Justice  of  assise  of  the  seyd  countie  of  Warr  have  ordeyned  and 
establyshed  that  after  the  feest  of  Easter  next  comyng  no  Baker  Dwellyng  in 
the  same  Burrough  or  Suburbes  of  the  same  shall  in  any  wyse  Cary  eny  maner 
of  bred  out  of  the  seyd  Burrough  to  eny  markett  pound  or  other  place  to  be 
sold  uppon  payne  to  forfett  to  the  use  of  the  seyd  Burrough  for  eny  tyme  that 
eny  of  them  shall  carye  owt  eny  bred  contrary  to  this  ordynance  ten  shellyugs 
to  be  levyed  furthwith  of  his  goods  &  catalls  by  the  offycers  of  the  Burrough  to 
the  use  beforeseyd 

Provided  always  that  yf  itt  shall  appere  att  eny  tyme  hereafter  that  this 
ordynance  shallbe  prudiciall  and  hurtful!  to  the  seyd  (folio  9)  Burrough  or 
Countys  adjoynyng  that  then  the  seyd  ordynance  to  be  broken  by  the  Baylyf  & 
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pryncypall  Burgesses  and  that  the  seyd  Bakers  shall  be  sett  att  lybertye  agen 
to  eary  there  bred  in  to  the  Countye  &  markett  Tounes  as  they  dyd  before  the 
makynge  of  this  ordynanee  eny  thyng  to  the  contrayry  made  not  withstondyng" 

The  Account  of  Daniel  Haylye,  Bailiff  questioned 

xxjmo  ^[Q  Decemb1'  Anno  Regin.  Dne  Regine  Elizabeth  quarto 

"  At  whiche  daie  thole  Company e  aswell  the  Bailief  as  the  more  pte  of  the 
xij  principall  Burgesses  being  assembled  in  their  comon  hall  to  receyve 
thaccompt  of  Danyel  haylye  Bailief  for  the  yere  passed  of  the  said  Borough 
and  pasing  the  same  found  that  he  demandid  for  his  twoo  dyners  the  some  of 
v1'  xiiijs  ij'1  whiche  the  said  Companye  thought  to  moche  And  therefore  at  this 
pn.  it  is  ordered  by  thole  assent  of  the  presents  of  the  company  whose  hands  be 
hereunto  that  from  hensforth  whosoer  shall  happen  to  be  the  Baylief  shall  not 
Aske  allowaunce  for  his  twoo  Dyners  above  the  some  of  xls  for  a  Dyner  thole 
s.  iiij11 

by  me  Wyllm  huddyson  balyffe 
by  me  Roger  Bywoith  burges 

by  me  John  Butler  Willm  hyll 

by  me  Ry chard  ffisher  Wyllym  Edmonds 

thomas  Oken  Thomas  Barrett 

Richard  townsend  John  Nason 

John  dyche 

The  signature  of  Thomas  Oken  is  in  a  plain  firm  hand :  that  of  William 
Hill  is  followed  by  a  most  remarkable  flourish 

(folio  11)  Burgus  Warr. 

Vicesimo  nono  die  Septembris  1563.  Anno  regni  Regine  Elizabethe 
Quinto 

The  Burgesses  assembled  in  their  coen  (common)  hall  choose  Richerd  Roo, 
Boocher,  to  be  Bailiff. 


r<«ltf 
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Many  of  the  Signatures  here  have  some  very  curious  marks  and 

After  this  the  reports  of  Meetings  arc  not  signed 

(folio  12)  Bailiff's   Accounts. 

(folio  13)  The  Corporation  present  to  a  living  and  grant  leases 

Anno  dni  1565  et  Ee  Elizabethe  vii.  John  ffisher  tunc  ballivo. 

u'smt.uriou    to    ®bff.  "Memorand:  that  the  xxii  daie  of  May  1565  the  bailief 

(abiltn  and  burgesses   of  the  towne  ef  Warwick  by  the  name  of  the 

Burgesses  of  the  same  Towne  have  at  the  special  desire  and  request  of  Thomas 
Blount  of  Kidderminster  Esq  named  one  Thomas  Lawleye  clerk  to  be  Viker  of 
Chadesley  And  to  him  so  named  have  given  and  delivered  their  presentacion 
under  the  seale  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  The  graimt  was  made  by  John 
ffisher  Bailief  John  Butler  Bicherd  ffisher  Thomas  Oken  Bichard  Townsend 
Willm  Hudson  Willm  Edmonds  Bicherd  Boo  and  others  And  the  same  was 
sealed  by  the  said  John  ffisher  John  Butler  Thomas  Oken  &  Bicherd  Townsend 
wh  the  consent  of  the  rest  leaving  their  keys  The  date  of  the  pntacion  is  xxij0 
may  a°  vij°  Bepred  " 

a  Irate  qrantto  to  KIj.  "  The  same  daie  and  tyme  John  ffisher  surrendered  a  leace 

gljclbou  of  the  dovehouse  in  the  guild  hall  gardens  and  in  considern  thereof 

the  said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  graunted  a  new  leace  of  the  same  dovehouse  and 
half  the  garden  &  the  walk  thereby  and  the  Storeyard  and  house  thereto  belonging 
to  Thomas  Sheldon  for  xxj  yeres  The  date  of  the  leace  is  xxij  of  may  aforesaid 
The  rent  p  ami.  xxs 

a  Irate  nnmtco  to  |o.  "  Memorand  that  the  last  day  of  September  anno  pred. 

ffislm-  the  Bailif  and  principall  Burgesses  aforesaid  in  their  comon  hall 

having  conferrens  of  the  state  of  their  borough  considered  of  the  ruyn  of  the 
chapell  nere  to  their  hall  wch  then  began  to  dekay  and  had  been  spoiled  by 
dyvers  unknowen  so  as  the  same  chapell  if  present  remedy  were  not  provided 
was  like  to  come  in  further  ruyn  to  the  gr*  defacing  of  the  towne  wheruppon  it 
w7as  thought  very  mete  &  convenyent  to  graunt  the  same  by  leace  to  some  man 
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for  reasonable  rent  and  to  lvtaynteine  the  reparacion  and  thernppon  otlred  and 
graunted  bo  John  ffisher  that  he  should  have  the  same  by  leace  for  xxj  yeres 
paing  yerely  rent  vs  and  mayntaiuing  the  repacions  and  then  he  to  put  the  same 
to  what  use  he  best  liked 

A  Difficulty  in  Electing  a  Bailiff. 

Vieessimo  nono  die  Septembris  1565  viz.  ffm  Sci  Michi  Archi  anno  vij°  Ee 

Elizabeth 
(folio  14) 

election      of     wlillm  "  At  wch  daie  John  ffisher  then  bailief  w*  the  rest  of  the 

company  that  is  to  saie  John  Butler  Eichard  ffisher  Thomas  Oken 
Bicherd  Townesend  William  hudson  Bicherd  Boo  Boger  Egeworth  John  Diche 
John  Nason  and  Thomas  Barryt  assemblid  together  w*  a  good  nombre  of  the" 
comoners  betwene  the  houres  of  nyne  &  eleven  of  the  clock  after  long  consultacion 
had  named  electid  and  appointid  Willm  hill  gentleman  then  absent  to  be  the 
bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  who  being  sallid  and  given  to  understand  therof 
refuzed  to  take  the  said  office  uppon  alledging  that  neither  for  want  of 
habilitve  nor  of  good  will  he  so  did,  but  desired  that  his  cause  might  be  thoroughly 
considered  of  and  wl  all  declared  that  the  want  of  a  wief  to  governe  his  house 
and  f  amy  lie  was  such  a  may  me  unto  him  as  thereby  not  hable  to  take  the  charge 
in  hand  least  he  might  rather  hinder  the  good  reaport  of  that  office  wch  his 
allegacions  thoroughly  considered  it  was  thought  to  the  company  reasonable 
excuse  and  thereuppon  apointid  a  newe  meting  on  the  morrow  being  the  last  day 
of  Sept.  aforesaid 

At  wch  daye  the  said  bailief  &  chief  or  principall  burgesses 

„      , ,  and  other  comoners  mett  in  their  burges  hall  and  their  the  said 

d  bonus  tiarrct  from  ° 

their  place  of  belief  &  principall  burgesses  having  conferens  for  a  newe 
principall  burqessrs  election  and  apointing  the  said  office  to  John  Diche  he  refused 
then  to  Thomas  Barret  he  refused  and  lastly  to  John  Nason  he  refused  who 
all  showed  cause  both  of  infirmyty  and  lack  of  hability  bothe  to  that  office  of 
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bailiof  and  also  of  chief  burges  and  wold  in  nowise  further  deale  therin   And 

desired  that  they  might  be  displaced  and  others  chosen  in  their  places  of  wcfc 

request    the  said    bailief    &,    his    company     having    due     consideracion     and 

consultacion    weing   at   length  the  apfcues   or  unaptnes  of   the   said    three   to 

that   place    fynding   in    them    desire    of    quyetnes    and    yinpofcence    to   serve 

eraunted  concluded  &  agreid  to  displace  them  and  in  their  places     ».  .    v  «,     , 

°  ox  i  lliclmb    tiroolus   Inun- 

&  romes  to  chose  others  and  than  considering  of  enery  mans         fvtl,    n;inr    %uomnt 
wisdome   discrecion   liability    &   metenes    to    that    office   they        pound  rlrctia  SMtllm 
determyned  to  take   and  associat  unto  them  Kicherd  Brokes        ffrcknlton  in  piaet  of 
hnmfrey  Crane  Thomas  Powell  and  Willm  ffrekleton  to  be  in         WMm  (,'&moll0s 
places  &  romes  of  Willm  Edmonds  and  of  the  said  John  Diche  John  Nason 
and  Thomas  Barret 
v,.  ;    v   ~.  ,       ,  And  at  the  said  day  the  said  bailief  and  chief  burgesses 

balxcf  tin  sctonb  associated  elected  determyned  named  and  apointed  twoo  viz. 
tnnu  Bicherd  ffisher  and  Thomas  Oken  to  be  and  delyuered  their 

names  to  the  comoners  to  choice  of  them  wch  they  thought  mete  Wheruppon 
the  said  comoners  electid  &  named  Bicherd  ffisher  to  be  bailief  for  the  yeare 
to  come 

And    theruppon  the    said    Bicherd    Brokes   and   Willm     Suburb  iWoob  M'tUm 
ffrekleton    being  callid    before  the  said   bailief  and   principall        ffrckulton        tlcdctr 
Burgesses  the  second  day  of  October  following  were  before  the        principall  gnrgesscs 
said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  sworne  in  their  comon  hall  as  principall  burgesses  of  the 
said  towne  and  the  said  humfrey  crane  being  also  callid  and     bumfrrn  crane  rtfasitb 
psuaded   w'hall    wold   in    no    wise    take   uppou    him    any   such   office    and    so 
obstynately    depted       And   on    the   vjth   of    the   said  October   the  said   bailief 
and    burgesses     having     chosen     Symon     Yong    in    the     place     of    the    said 
humfrey  crane  associatid  themselves  together  and  sent  for  the     §>mnon  nong  &  fbmnas 
said    Symon  yong  and  Thomas  Powell  and  recevid  them  into        '.j-lotocll  sfoont 
their  Company  as  burgesses  wheruppon  the  said  Symon  Yong  &  Thomas  Powell 
were  sworne  as  burgesses  before  the  said  bailief  &  the  rest  of  the  principall 
burgesses 
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And  on  the  xl1  Jay  Sl  Kobert  Throkmoi'ton  cam  to  Warwik  to  treate  as  well 
wh  the  said  Bailief  &  his  company  as  also  wh  M1'  Kynyat  &  M1'  Blount  officers 
to  my  L  of  Warwik  for  the  cancelling  of  an  oblegacion  wherein  the  said  S1' 
Robert  stood  bound  to  the  Bailief  and  his  company  for  the  payrn*  to  the  Bailief 
yerely  of  one  yerely  fee  of  lxs  wcjl  the  said  bailief  &  bgesses  had  bought  of  the 
said  Sr  Bobert  wch  being  behind  for  four  yeres  the  said  Bailief  and  burgesses 
required  of  the  said  Sr  Bo.  to  pay  unto  them  according  to  his  bonde  (folio  15)  wch 
the  said  Sr  Bobert  refuzed  not  but  affirmed  that  by  covenat  betweene  my  L.  of 
Leicester  &  him  my  L  therle  of  Leicester  had  promissed  that  my  L  therle  of 
Warwick  should  see  yerely  auswerid  and  paid  And  therefore  the  said  S1*  Bobert 
pcured  therle  of  Leir  Ire  to  the  said  Bailief  &  burgesses  requiring  thereby  that 
the  said  bond  might  be  delyved  to  the  said  S1'  Bobert  and  that  M1'  Kynyatt 
Aiulito'"  to  therle  of  Warwik  had  pmissed  to  give  allowance  of  the  said  fee  and 
also  that  my  said  L.  of  Warwik  wold  see  the  same  answrid  accordingly  from 
tyme  to  tyme  nevertheles  M1'  Kynyatt  nowe  being  at  Warwik  semed  at  the 
first  to  stick  in  the  matter  but  in  thend  pmissed  that  paym1  of  arrearages  should 
be  made  this  tyme  of  Audite  &  that  from  thenceforth  my  L  of  Warwike's  pleaso1' 
was  to  pay  the  same  accordingly  Wheruppon  it  was  pmissed  by  the  said  bailief 
and  his  company  that  uppon  the  receipt  of  the  said  arrearages  the  bonde  should 
be  delived  to  M1'  Kyniat  to  be  cancelled  and  likewise  was  it  promissed  by  S1' 
Bobert  that  the  bonde  wherein  the  bailief  &  burgesses  stonden  bounden  to  him 
for  the  pricking  of  the  bailief  should  be  delivered  to  them  to  be  cancelled  But 
for  the  Indenture  of  Covenant  betweene  the  said  Bailief  &  burgesses  and  the  said 
S1'  Bobert  remayn  uncancellid  wh  was  consented  unto  the  rather  to  satisfy  the 
unreasonable  request  of  Mr  Kyniatt  and  others  The  same  day  the  said  S1' 
Bobert  pricked  Bic.  ffisher  to  be  bailief  for  the  yere  to  come" 


— (A  Stormy  Meeting  op  the  Corporation. 

The  fine  block  of  buildings,  now  known  as  The  Leycester  Hospital,  situated 
in  High  Street  close  to  the  West  Gate,  was  the  scene  of  the  noisy  proceedings 
inu rated  in  the  following  extract.     Originally  belonging  to  the  Guilds  of  the 
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Holy  Trinity  and  St.  George,  it.  passed  from  thera  td  the  Corporation,  l>v  whom 
a  few  years  after  Liu;  aforesaid  noisy  proceedings,  it  was  granted  to  Robert 
Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester,  for  the  purposes  of  a  Hospital.  About  this  grant 
there  will  be  more  further  on  in  this  book.  Through  a  gateway  you  enter  the 
Courtyard,  which  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  buildings;  on  the  right  is  a 
covered  staircase  leading  to  a  gallery,  open  to  the  Courtyard.  At  the  head  of 
the  staircase  is  a  hall,  now  divided  into  rooms  for  the  Brethren;  it  was  in  this 
hall,  that  without  douht  the  altercation  took  place,  which  is  hereinafter 
described.  Having  the  building  before  our  eyes,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Elizabeth,  we  can  picture  the  scene.  We  can  imagine  the  Sergeant  coming 
down  the  stairs  with  his  prisoners,  and  then  beating  a  retreat ;  the  bailiff 
coming  into  the  gallery,  and  addressing  the  noisy  burgesses  in  the  Courtyard, 
and  then  these  latter  going  to  the  West  Gate  close  by  and  being  joined  by  a  lot 
of  idlers  ready  to  promote  a  row.  It  may  be  noted  that  four  of  the  men 
engaged  in  the  disturbance,  became,  in  after  years,  representatives  of  law  and 
order,  filling  each  in  his  turn  the  office  of  bailiff.  The  account  of  the  meeting 
was  not  written  by  John  Fisher,  as  the  writing  is  closer  and  more  cramped. 
The  account  is  as  follows  : — ) — 


Anno  vij  Eege  Eliz 

"  Be  yt  remembred  that  the  third  day  of  December  1564  and  in  the  seventh 
yere  of  Q.  Elizabeth  John  ffisher  being  than  Balief  of  the  Borough  of  Warwik 
offred  in  the  ther  Burges  hall  an  accompt  for  the  B urges  offyce  for  the  yere  then 
past  before  the  xij  pryncypall  Burgesses  and  dyvers  other  comoners  of  the  said 
Borough  uppon  which  accompt  declared  there  remaned  due  to  the  towne 
xxx1'  viiis  ixd  ob.  which  money  was  there  tendered  to  be  paid  and  was  told  by 
M1'  Willm  Edmondes  than  one  of  the  pryncipall  Burgesses  wherupon  the  said 
ffisher  then  Balief  desyred  the  company  present  to  procede  to  ellection  of  one 
to  be  Bnrges  for  the  yere  to  come  as  before  had  beue  used  That  is  to  saye  from 
the  Sonday  next  after  S1  Andrewes  day  untill  that  tyme  twelve  rnoneth  uppon 
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which  mocyon  some  of  the  pryncipall  burgesses  desired  the  said  fiisher  to 
contynewe  the  said  oyffyce  that  yere,  which  he  refused  and  therefore  agayne 
desired  them  to  precede  to  the  elecion  wheruppou  one  of  the  company  stood 
upp  and  sayd  That  as  he  understood  the  meanyng  of  M1'  Balief  and  his  bretherne 
was  to  have  an  other  company  to  the  number  of  xxiiij  honest  men  \vch  shoulde 
be  the  Assistants  to  M1'  Balief  and  the  pryncipall  burgesses  whereof  election  had 
bene  made  and  part  of  them  were  sworne  and  some  not  yet  sworne  &  some  be 
dead  and  not  many  lyving  and  therfore  wished  that  that  nomber  of  xxiiij  might 
be  full  and  that  yt  wroolde  please  Mr  Balief  &  the  xij  principall  burgesses  to 
choose  &  name  such  for  that  purpose  as  they  shoulde  please  to  place  for  that 
nomber  to  the  end  they  might  the  better  procede  in  such  cawses  as  shook! 
happen  This  mocyon  was  well  acceptid  and  theruppon  it  was  agreyd  That  on 
that  day  fortenight  after  the  Balief  and  pryncipall  burgesses  shoulde  mete 
agayn  in  the  same  place  to  take  further  order  for  the  election  of  a  burgesse  and 
also  for  chosing  and  namyng  of  the  xxiiij  In  the  meane  tyme  the  mony  should 
remayne  in  the  said  Balief s  hand     And  theruppon  for  that  tyme  they  departid 

On  Sonday  the  xviith  of  Decembr  being  the  day  prefixed  the  Balief  and  the 
gretest  nombr  of  the  pryncipall  burgesses  assemblid  in  the  same  place  consulted 
of  the  election  and  agreed  that  the  psones  whose  names  doo  followe  should  be 
the  xxiiij.  Vide"  Bichard  Brooks  Thomas  Beawfoo  Thomas  powell  Thomas 
Jenks  Thomas  Staunton  Thomas  Burges  Nycolas  Purfloo  Byd  Trykitt  John 
Bykar  Willm  ffrekleton  Olyver  Brookes  Bobart  Sheldon  John  Gryflin 
humfrey  Crane  Bychard  heynes  John  Bey  Symon  Yong  John  Bidgeley 
Thomas  Cawdrey  Boger  hurlebutt  John  Grene  Thomas  Dych  William  Hicks 
and  William  Townesend  who  all  having  bene  named  were  present  To  whom 
yt  was  said  That  Mr  Balief  &  his  bretherne  had  named  them  and  Electid  thes 
xxiiij  to  bee  theyr  assistants  for  dyvers  causes  &  respects  And  therefore 
requyred  them  to  take  such  Othe  as  should  be  there  redd  agreing  to  good  order 
and  the  lawes  of  the  land  And  to  the  end  that  they  might  the  better  consider 
thereof  before  tbey  did  swear  M   Boger  Egeworth  redd  openly  the  othe       The 
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fcenore  wherof  ensuyth  youe  shalbe  faithful)  &  true  bo  the  quenes  may  &  her 
heyres  Kyngs  and  Quenes  of  bhat  Realme  of  Englond  and  to  that  borough  of 
Warwik      The  francheses  lybertyes  pryveleges  customes  &  orders  of  the  same 

youe  shall  keape  mayhteyne  &  susteyne  to  the  best  &  uttermost  of  your  knolege 
&  power  youe  shall  not  cloo  or  consent  to  be  done  anythyng  to  the  hynderance 
hurte  or  preiudyee  of  the  said  Borough  (folio  16)  or  any  francheses  lyberties  or 
comody  tyes  of  the  same  ye  shall  be  obedyen t  assisting  aydyng  com  forting  counsiling 
&  helping  to  the  Balief  and  twelve  pryncypall  Burgesses  of  the  said  borough  from 
tyme  to  tyme  &  at  all  tymes  when  ye  shallbe  callid  Such  thynges  as  ye  are  or 
shallbe  callid  to  counsell  of  within  the  same  borough  ye  shall  kepe  secret  and 
not  reveale  the  same  unto  any  person  out  of  the  counsell  house  or  place  where 
the  same  shall  bee  by  youe  &  yor  fellowes  of  yov  company  specyally  chosen  & 
apoyntid  spoken  of  reasoned  &  determyned  and  therof  yo  shall  gyve  your  best 
counsayle  consent  &  advisement  to  the  best  of  your  power  &  understonding 
youe  shall  not  have  Couferens  agreement  or  consent  wth  any  pson  whotsoever 
to-  the  hurt  hynderance  or  overthrowyng  of  any  graunt  pryvelege  charter  or 
lyberty  graunted  to  this  borough  but  the  same  graunts  &  charters  &  lybtyes  ye 
shall  contynewe  susteyne  &  maynteyne  to  the  uttermost  of  yor  power  All  such 
disorders  as  you  shall  knowe  to  bee  done  or  suffered  within  this  borough  ye 
shall  declare  &  give  knolege  of  the  same  to  the  Balief  of  this  borough  for  the 
tyme  being,  or  in  his  absence  to  his  deputy e  &  your  best  advyse  for  the 
reformacyon  thereof  And  generally  ye  shall  doo  all  that  to  a  good  subiect  & 
assistant  of  the  comen  weale  shall  apteyne  &  belong  to  the  best  of  yor  knowlege 
conyng  &  power  So  help  you  God  and  the  holy  Evangelyst  Which  othe  being 
red  &  by  them  heard  was  allowed  of  And  Eicherd  Brooke  and  Thomas  Beawfoo 
layng  there  handes  on  a  book  ready  to  sweare  Nycolas  Purfloo  begynneth  with 
many  wordes  to  fynde  himself  grevid  for  that  dyvers  things  had  bene  leaced  & 
sett  without  his  &  his  fellowes  consent  therto  first  had  And  as  he  was  babling 
Thomas  Powell  mysliking  not  a  litle  that  Richard  Brooks  &  Thomas  Beawfoo 
should  bee  placed  befre  him  burst  out  &  began  to  saye  that  he  had  bene  ones 
before  that  tyme  sworne  &  therefore  thought  it  not  requisit  or  nedefull  that 
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either  hee  or  any  other  which  had  bene  swovne  to  bee  sworne  agayne  ffor  saith 
hee  yf  I  shoulde  sweare  agayne  I  should  be  forsworne  as  a  nomber  of  youe  that 
sytt  at  the  boorde  bee,  where uppon  Eichard  Eoo  stood  up  and  askid  whom  he 
knewe  to  have  bene  forsworne  and  what  he  could  charge  him  with  to  whome 
Powell  made  answere  that  hee  and  three  or  fowre  more  was  not  of  the  company 
which  he  spake  of  but  the  rest  were  And  so  the  said  Powell  waxing  very  whote 
sware  by  Gods  blood  &  other  grait  othes  That  the  Balief  and  twelve  had  spent 
&  consumed  bothe  the  stock  &  lond  of  the  towne  and  never  made  reconyng  or 
accompt  for  yt  And  said  further  that  whan  any  payment  is  to  be  made  the 
poore  comoners  beare  yt  And  the  they  twelve  pay  nothing  As  saith  he  for 
example  whan  my  Lord  of  Warwik  had  mony  geven  to  hym  It  was  gathered  of 
the  poore  comons  And  never  one  of  the  masters  that  payd  one  grote  And 
further  swering  a  great  othe  said  that  if  any  of  them  woold  say  that  he  had 
payd  any  thing  I  wooll  (said  Powell)  say  to  his  face  that  hee  lyeth — yea  by 
Gods  b.  he  lyeth  Wheruppon  Mr  Hyll  sittyng  very  nere  him  and  layng  his  hand 
very  gently  uppon  Powell  his  arme  said  unto  him  M1'  Powell  I  myself  payd 
towards  that  money  and  so  dyd  other  men  to  To  whom  Powell  answered  very 
hotely  and  sayd  '  youe  lye '  Then  said  M1'  Hille  '  I  lye  not  you  lye '  Wheruppon 
the  Balief  desirous  to  stop  any  further  Brawle  said  to  Powell  These  woords 
beeseme  not  this  place  or  company  And  therefore  willid  hym  to  speak  as 
became  hym  or  ells  to  holde  his  peace  but  that  notwithstanding  the  man  growing 
more  bote  left  not  of  his  purpose  against  M1'  Hill  &  dyvers  others  but  affymed 
still  saying  to  Mr  hill  '  thowe  lyest '  And  withall  spattered  or  wl  fervent  speaking 
spytt  in  M1'  hill  his  face  And  whiles  this  was  yn  doyng  Jenks  &  Purfloo  gtepp 
fourth  &  dyvers  other  of  theyr  faccyon  put  &  shewed  their  mysdemanor  so  whotely 
that  the  Balief  thought  it  bye  tyme  to  put  them  to  sylence  And  therfore 
comandid  the  Serjaunt  to  take  Powell  and  to  bring  him  home  to  the  Baliefs  house 
And  willid  Powell  to  goo  with  the  S'jant  which  he  pmysed  to  doo  &  so  did 
awhile  Then  stept  forth  Tho.  Jenks  Tho.  Burges  Nicolas  Purfloo  William 
ffrekulton  and  others  to  the  nomber  of  xvij  and  said  that  if  Powell  went  to  warde 
they  wolde  goo  wl  him  wherewith  the  Balief  being  content  comandid  the  Sarjant 
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to  take  them  with  him  Wheruppon  they  went,  downe  the  stayres  together  Ami 
being  come  downe  Powell  &  Jenks  saye  to  the  Savjaunt  'gett  thee  away  or  ells 
thowe  shall  have  thy  pate  broken  ami  thy  master  his  handes  lull'  Whereuppon 
the  S''jant  cam  up  agayn  ami  told  the  words  to  the  Balief  and  his  company  Ami 
then  the  Balief  arose  &  went  into  the  galery  to  sue  the  demeano*  of  those  deptd 
&  spying  them  in  twoo  Companyes  spake  unto  them  &  said  '  lollovves  as  many  as 
Entend  to  be  of  o1'  company  come  upp  agayn  to  us  &  the  rest  depart'  Wheruppon 
Powell  Jenks  Puvflo  Burges  Frekulton  Olvere  Brooks  and  some  others  went 
towards  the  gate  Then  the  said  Balief  said  to  Powell  &  Jenks  '  ye  say  youe  will 
not  obey  me  wooll  ye  not  bee  at  my  commandement '  '  no  '  say  Jenks  &  Powell 
&  therewith  went  away  Then  with  them  at  the  gate  dy  vers  others  yet  unknowen 
to  the  Balief  and  said  '  stick  to  yt  fellowes  for  youe  shall  want  no  helpe  ffor 
youe  are  for  the  comon  wealth  But  yet  it  so  happenyd  that  they  went  away  to 
the  Church  And  the  Balief  and  his  Company  tarryeng  a  while  in  the  halle 
considered  what  was  to  be  done  And  upon  consultacion  thought  it  good  to  forbere 
their  ponishment  at  that  tyme  lest  worse  might  happen  And  then  the  Balief 
and  principall  burgesses  calling  for  Richard  Brook  Symon  Yong  humfrey  Crane 
Richard  Tuskott  Robert  Sheldon  Robt  Phillippes  Willm  Thownders  Thomas 
Dyche  &  Baldwyn  Bewford  they  all  came  and  showed  themselves  very  ready  & 
willing  to  doo  any  thing  resonably  requested  and  to  bee  of  that  felowship  And 
so  they  weere  offred  the  book  &  they  all  every  of  them  did  take  the  othe  &  were 
sworne  And  that  being  done  the  Bailif  and  pryncipall  burgesses  agrede  to  mete 
there  agayn  on  tuesday  mornyng  following  to  fynishe  their  purpose  for  the 
eleccyon  &  swearing  of  the  rest  of  xxiiij  And  then  deptid  for  that  tyme 

On  the  said  Tuesday  morning  the  Balief  and  all  the  principall  burgesses 
(saving  Mr  hudson)  come  to  the  said  hall  and  sent  for  such  as  they  thought  meet 
some  of  them  that  went  away  the  day  before  &  some  others  w4  whom  having 
conferens  It  was  confessid  by  divers  of  them  that  the  day  before  deytid  to  the 
nombr  of  ix  or  x  that  they  were  not  privye  of  the  Intencyon  or  meanyng  of  Powell 
&  his  company  but  went  with  him  for  company  and  were  sorry  for  their  misusage 
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and  offred  themselves  to  become  newe  men  at  the  comanndement  of  Mr  Balief  & 
his  bretherne  wheruppon  the  Balief  &  his  brethern  the  pryncipall  burgesses  seing 
&  accepting  them  conformybly  recewid  them  &  tendered  the  othe  onto  them  which 
well  liked  and  willing  did  s weave  The  names  of  them  which  deptid  and  were,  ther 
agayn  recevid  &  did  sweare  were  thes  Jo.  Eigeley  Jo.  Biker  Eoger  hurlebutt 
John  Grene  John  Key  Thomas  Cawdrey  To  which  were  added  by  a  newe 
Eleccion  John  Griffyn  Willm  Townesend  Tho.  Bewfoo  henry  Byrde  Willm 
Martlyn  Eoger  Weale  &  Willm  Stevyns  who  also  did  take  the  othe  and  were 
sworne 

Sr  Willm  Wigston  Eecorder  7th  Eliz. 

Whiles  thies  thyngs  were  doing  the  other  chief tay nes  namely  Powell 
Jenkes  ffrekulton  Olivev  Bvookes  Staunton  &  Burges  posted  abrode  to  learne 
counsell  And  Purfloo  postid  to  mete  S1*  Willm  Wigston  being  then  Eecorder 
comyng  from  Coughton,  and  by  the  way  makith  grevouse  compleint  unto  him 
against  the  Balief  &  burgesses  affirmyng  that  they  doo  &  wold  use  the  comoners 
very  evill  &  unhonestly  wheruppon  the  said  Sr  Willm  Wigston  comyng  to  the 
towne  alighted  at  the  Baliefs  house  and  there  brake  unto  him  and  principall 
burgesses  the  compleint  made  by  Purfloo  desiring  to  here  the  matter  at  large 
whervnto  the  Balief  &  (folio  17)  principall  burgesses  graunted  unto  Whervppon 
Xycholas  Purfloo  was  callid  and  willid  to  say  what  bee  coulde  And  so  fyndyng 
himself  greatly  grevid  that  hee  &  the  xxiiij  might  not  have  anctorytie  as  well  as 
the  pryncipall  burgesses  in  graunting  or  devysing  of  things  he  said  he  thought  they 
had  wrong  and  desired  reformacyon  Wheruppon  the  Chr  (Charter)  being  showed 
to  Mr  Eecorder  and  the  mysdemeano1'  of  Purfloo  &  his  complyces  openid  before 
his  face  The  said  Sr  Willm  Wigston  much  blamed  Purfloo  &  his  fellowes  And  tolde 
him  that  he  had  not  to  doo  in  those  matters  And  therfore  exhortid  him  &  them  to 
to  be  quyet  &  use  themselves  more  honestly  towards  their  officer  &  supiors 
Nevertheless  did  entreat  the  Balief  ernestly  to  remy1  this  offence  procedid  of 
ignorance  &  trustid  theruppon  to  fynd  emendm*  in  the  psones  which  he  hartely 
desired  iVnd  so  by  the  Intercession  of  the  said  S1'  Willm  theis  misdoers  were 
spared  of  ponishmt" 
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Anno  Dno  L568. 
xij  Rege  Eliz. 

Ebomas  poiudl  clrdrb  Thomas  Powell   was  chosen  Bailiff  on   29  Sept.  &  took 

gailbff  tlie  oath  on  All  hallows  Day  following. 

tlo.  philips  chosen  oik  On  Palm  Sunday  19  March  1569  Robert  Phillippes  was 

of  tin  principal!  chosen  a  principal  burgess  in  the  place  of  Roger  Egeworthe 
gjurgesses.  "lately  departid  out  of  that  towne  to  dwell  in  Coventry"    but 

being  out  of  town  was  not  then  sworn  On  Easter  Monday  27  March  he 
appeared  and  "  alledged  his  unmeteness  for  that  company"  but  his  reasons  were 
not  considered  strong  enough  &  he  was  sworn  in 

(folio  18)  Copy  of  a  surrender  by  John  Gower  Gent,  to  the  corporation  of  two 
advowsons  of  the  Vicarage  of  Stone  in  Worcestershire  of  which  they  were 
patrons 

(folio  ]  9)  Copy  of  Lease  of  the  Vicarage  of  Stone  from  the  Vicar  to  John  Gower. 

(folio  21)  1st  Nov.  1570  Thomas  Burges  was  chosen  Bailiff. 

(folio  22)  X°  die  Deceb1'  1570  in  the  xiijfc  day  (sic)  of  or  Souarayne  Lady  Quene  Eliz. 

"It  is  this  day  orderid  by  the  bailief  &  pryncipall  burgesses  and  dyvers  of 
the  comoners  that  for  dyvers  great  and  abhomynable  offencis  comittid  by  Agnes 
the  wief  of  M1'  Gaunt  w  dyvers  lewde  psons  That  the  said  Agnes  shall  depte  out 
of  this  towne  betwixt  this  and  S*  Thomas  Day  thappostell  next  comyng  And  that 
she  be  not  suffred  any  lengr  here  in  any  part  of  this  towne  to  dwell  uppon  payne 
of  carting  from  place  to  place  &  from  tyme  to  tyme  till  she  be  banisshed  &  cleane 
gone ' ' 

On  the  same  day  there  was  a  grant  of  a  lease  of  tithes  of  corn  hay  hemp  & 
flax  of  the  field  of  Coton  &  herdwik  in  S*  Nicholas  parish  to  John  Fisher 

Also  a  grant  to  Burges  of  a  close  at  Woodcote 
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Also  a  grant  to  Frekulton  of  3  houses  beyond  the  bridge  &  18  acres  of 
arable  land  at  My  ton 

■•  It  is  also  agreid  that  Willm  huddisdon  shall  have  the  charnell  house  and 
Saint  Maryes  church  yard  &  a  litle  house  in  the  churchyard  for  xxj  yeres  for 
the  rent  of  Vs  by  yere 

Also  a  grant  to  Thos.  Powell  of  a  house  and  land  at  Radford 

Also  agreed  that  J.  Fisher  should  have  a  patent  of  the  offices  of  Stewerd 
Auditor  &  Surveyor  for  life 

(folio  23)  "It  was  the  same  day  orderid  that  Eicherd  Wilkyns  having  veary  leawdly 
behavid  himself  in  langwage  &  speche  aswell  against  the  said  Bailief  &  corporacion 
to  Eicherd  Townsend  calling  the  said  Eicherd  Townesend  knave  as  also  before 
the  said  Bailief  &  burgesses  examyning  him  in  their  comon  hall  That  the  said 
Eicherd  Wilkins  shoule  be  comitted  to  the  stocks  their  to  contynewe  during  Mr 
bailief s  plesor" 

"  And  this  day  it  was  agreid  that  thies  whose  names  do  folio  we  should  be 
the  nombr  of  xxiiij  assistants  to  the  Bailief  &  principall  burgesses  wch  xxiiij°r 
should  be  as  it  were  the  mowth  of  all  the  comoners  And  what  they  agree  unto 
shalbe  taken  as  the  consent  of  the  comoners  in  any  election  &c  And  they  to  be 
callid  used  continued  or  dismissed  as  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  shall  finde 
cause  by  their  behavio1-  viz  Eobert  Sheldon  Thomas  Jenkes  humfrey  Crane  John 
Eigeley  Oliver  Brooke  Thomas  Staunton  John  Grene  John  Byker  Eicherd  Tuskott 
Eicherd  heynes  Eoger  hurlebutt  Thomas  cawdrye  William  Saunders  Phelippe 
Coo  John  Griffin  Eoger  Weale  Thomas  Allen  Nycolas  purflowe  henry  Chapleyn 
Thomas  Chapman  Thorns  Shoteswell  John  Bailies  John  hicks  and  Baldewym 
Benford  wherof  part  being  sworne  &  part  unsworne  It  is  agreid  that  the  rest  that 
be  not  yet  sworne  shalbe  sworne  when  Mr  bailief  will 

Money  being  due  to  Eich.  Fisher  on  his  account  of  baliwick  in  the  4th  & 
5th  years  of  Philip  &  Mary  &  9th  of  Elizabeth  a  bill  for  payment  under  the 
common  seal  was  ordered  to  be  made 
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On  the  24th  of  January  L 5 70  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Corporation  to 
seal  the  leases  granted  at  a  former  meeting,  &  for  that  purpose  the  baliff  & 
principal  burgesses  "cam  togither  unto  the  church  &  chest"       After  the  sealing 

&  delivery  the  account  is  as  follows  : 

"  Md  that  at  the  same  tyme  x"  pcell  of  the  xxx11  aforelaid  into  the  c 
was  taken  out  &  delivered  to  John  ffisher  therw'1  to  pay  the  queues  ma"  for  the 
ffee  ferme  of  the  said  Borough  due  the  tymes  of  William  ff/ekleton  &  Thomas 
Powell  who  have  not  yet  made  their  accompts  of  their  said  Baliwik" 

"  And  at  that  tyme  it  was  consentid  That  Eicherd  Brook  should  have 
the  barne  &  the  house  wherin  Nicholas  hunt  dwelleth  by  leace  if  he  woold  desire 
it  The  said  Eicherd  paing  yerely  viijs  &  that  he  should  repayre  the  said  house  & 
barne  And  that  when  he  shall  have  the  said  leace  there  be  mencyon  made  w1"'  the 
leace  of  the  way  to  the  barne  wch  he  confessitt  to  be  thorough  the  gate  leading 
into  his  backside 

And  also  that  same  day  Eobert  Phelips  one  of  the  said  pryncipall  Burgesses 
being  chargid  w*  cr  ten  misdemeano'"  that  he  should  pcure  M1'  henry  Goodeve 
esquyre  to  treat  of  a  cause  betvvene  him  &  Eicherd  Eoo  for  a  mayden  servant 
named  (  )  Shakesper    &   so    to   infringe    the    libtye    of    this    borough   by 

complayning  to  the  said  Mr  Goodeve  The  said  Eobert  Phelipps  excuseth  himself 
That  he  labored  not  to  Mr  Goodeve  but  that  his  wief  did  it.  It  was  this  tyme 
pdoned  w'hout  any  fyne  assessid." 

(folio  24)  Lease  to  John  Fisher  of  tithes. 

By  Indentures  dated  12th  Dec.  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
the  Bailiff  &  Burgesses  granted  to  John  Fisher  "all  &  every  these  offerings 
oblacions  privie  tuythes  comon  tuithes  obvencions  and  othes  the  tuithes  of 
corne  hey  hempe  flax  fruytes  herbes  pigges  geese  eggs  cockes  henes  &  other 
tuithes  whatsoever  &  of  what  kind  soever  arising  within  the  towne  of  Warwick 
and  also  all  and  singler  the  crysomes  weddings  churchings  and  buryengs  whin 
the  said  pish  &  church  of  Saint  Maryes"  &c  from  the  feast  of  the  Nat^vitie 
of  our  Lord  God  nowe  next  comyng  for  21  years  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £20 
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Lease  to  John  Fisher  of  the  tithes  of  the  fields  of  Coton 

AND    flERDWIK. 

By  Indenture  of  12th  Dec,  in  the  13fch  year  of  Elizabeth  after  reciting 
that  the  "  late  Dean  &  Chapter  of  the  late  collegiat  church  of  the  blessid  virgyn 
Saint  Marye  in  Warwick"  had  leased  to  Richard  Fisher  otherwise  called  Hawkins 
their  tithes  of  corn  hay  &c  of  the  fields  of  Coton  &  Herdwick  in  the  suburbs  of 
Warwick  &  also  a  tithe  barn  in  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  in  a  Street  called 
Smith  St  unto  Richard  Fisher  for  40  years  from  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation 
following  the  decease  of  one  John  Carvanell  clerk  then  Dean  or  as  soon  as  a 
former  lease  to  the  said  John  Carvanell  should  be  void  the  said  Fisher  paying 
£6  a  year  with  other  conditions  contained  in  an  Indenture  of  the  20th  March  in 
the  32nd  year  (folio  25)  of  the  reign  of  the  "late  King  of  ffamouse  memory"  the 
Bailiff  &  Burgesses  for  a  consideration  then  paid  granted  to  John  Fisher  the  above 
tithes  &  barn  at  the  expiration  of  Richard  Fisher's  lease  for  the  term  of  21  years 
at  £6  per  annum 

Appointment  of  John  Fisher  as  Steward  general  of  all  the  Courts  &  leets 
and  surveyor  &  supervisor  of  all  lands  houses  possessions  &c  belonging  to  the 
corporation  And  also  Auditor  &  hearer  of  the  accounts  of  all  Accountants 
accountable  to  the  Bailiff  for  his  natural  life  at  a  yearly  fee  of  £5 

(folio  26)  A  bond  to  Richard  Fisher  for  the  payment  of  £28  13s  lOd 

A  Lease  to  Richard  Hudisdon  Gentleman  of  the  Churchyard 
Charnel  house  and  bier  house. 

By  Indenture  dated  the  30th  of  Dec,  in  the  13th  year  of  Elizabeth  the 
Corporation  granted  to  Richard  Hudisdon  Gent,  a  lease  of  the  herbage  of  the 
churchyard  of  St.  Mary's  and  also  "  the  house  callid  the  charnell  house  &  an 
other  house  in  the  same  churchyard  sett  &  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  said 
church  of  Saint  Maryes  sometyne  used  for  the  beere  to  stond  in"  for  21  years 
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from  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation  then  next,  coming  at  the  yearlj    rent  oi 
payable  half  yearly      Hudisdon  covenanted  to  keep  the  churchyard  walks  gates 
stiles  &  ways  &  the  houses  in  good  order  &  not  to  "  suffer  any  undecent  or  anm 
thing  to  be  laid  sett  used  or  frequented  in  the  said  churchyard  charoell  house  or 
bere  house" 

(folio  27)  By  Indenture  of  30th  Dec.  in  the  13th  year  of  Elizabeth  the  Corporation 
granted  a  lease  to  Richard  Fisher  of  a  tithe  barn  called  the  bam  of  St  Lawrence 
together  with  a  close  of  land  situate  near  to  a  Street  called  West  St  for  51  years 
from  the  feast  of  the  annunciation  then  next  coming  at  the  annual  rent  of  6/8 
payable  half  yearly  Fisher  to  keep  the  barn  in  repair 

By  Indenture  date  30  Dec  in  13th  year  of  reign  of  Elizabeth  the 
Corporation  granted  houses  &  18  acres  of  land  beyond  the  bridge  to  William 
Frekulton  for  21  years  from  the  feast  of  the  annunciation  for  20s  8d  per  ami 

(folio  28)  Lease  to  Thomas  Powell  of  a  house  &  land  at  Radford 

Lease  to  William  Crofts  of  a  close  in  Woodcote 

The  Butchers  Book. 

The  Boochers  Book 

(folio  29)  .  "  Ordinaunces  Constitutions  devised  consented  and 

concluded  uppon  by  ye  Companye  &  felowshippe  of  Boochers 
Dwelling  in  the  Borough  of  Warwick  agreid  unto  by  the 
Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  of  the  said  Borough  for  the 
better  victualling  relieving  &  well  serving  of  the  Inhtaints  of 
the  same  Borough  &  countrey  adjoyning  wth  good  &  holesome 
victuall  wth  orders  and  to  be  observed  &  kept  at  all  tymes 
from  henceforth  aswell  by  the  Boochers  novve  presently 
occupieing  as  also  by  all  such  as  hereafter  shall  occupie  & 
use  markett  whin  the  same  Borough 
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ffirst  it  is  ordeyned  constituted  &  establyshed  by  consent  aforesaid  that  all 
Boochers  dwelling  in  the  same  Borough  being  householders  &  vsing  to  kill  flesshe 
to  sell  &  alredie  being  allowed  of  the  Companye  of  Boochers  shall  every  year 
yearly  uppon  the  sonday  comonly  called  midlent  Sonday  mete  togethere  at  some 
convenient  place  &  house  w'hin  the  said  Borough  woh  they  shall  call  their  hall 
and  there  shall  choose  amonge  them  one  of  the  same  companye  &  occupation 
dwelling  w'hin  the  same  Borough  or  suburbs  to  be  warden  of  that  occupation  for 
the  yere  to  come  and  also  shall  chose  one  other  of  the  same  companye  to  be  the 
maister  of  that  occupation  for  the  said  yere  to  come  wclltwoo  psones  so  chosen  by 
consent  off  the  said  Boochers  or  the  greater  nomber  of  them  &  named  to  be  maister 
&  warden  of  the  companye  of  Boochers  shall  &  may  have-autoritie  to  call  togither 
at  tymes  convenient  when  they  shall  think  good  all  householders  being  Boochers 
&  dwelling  whin  the  same  Borough  &  suburbes  &  evry  of  them  into  their  comon 
hall  or  other  place  convenient  there  &  then  to,  consult  reason  &  devise  orders  for 
the  well  serving  of  the  said  Borough  &  country  adjoyning  &  furnisshing  of  the 
same  w,h  good  &  holesome  victualls  and  for  other  causes  towelling  the  wealth 
comolity  &  comon  utilitye  &  promt  of  the  same  occupation  and  company  of 
boochers 

Item  it  is  ordeyned  &  established  that  every  Boocher  dwelling  w'hin  the 
same  Towne  being  householder  upon  warning  to  him  given  shall  come  &  appeare 
before  the  maister  &  wardeyn  for  the  time  being  at  such  convenient  tyme  &  place 
as  by  the  said  Mr  &  warden  shall  be  appointed  to  talk  &  consult  of  the  causes 
aforesaid  And  if  any  of  them  being  warned  doo  make  default  wilfully  &  doo  not 
come  having  no  reasonable  cause  to  the  contrary  Or  if  any  denye  or  refuse  to  obey 
any  such  good  order  as  shalle  be  made  by  the  M1'  Warden  &  the  more  part  of  the 
same  Company  That  he  or  they  so  denieing  to  come  or  refusing  to  obey  &  pforme 
such  ordinance  shall  forfit  &  pay  for  every  such  default 

Item  it  is  further  ordered  that  no  boocher  dwelling  whin  the  same  borough 
or  suburbes  shall  take  any  man  or  chield  to  dwell  wl  him  to  thintent  to  teach 
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such  man  or  chield  his  occupation  except  be  bake  biin  bo  be  Ins  appreubice  or 
covenab  Sruinb  for  seaven  yeres  at  bhe  least  iippon  payne  bbat  even  boocber 
doing  the  contrary  shall  forfit  &  loose  for  every  such  offence  xl8 

Item  that  every  Boocher  taking  any  to  be  his  Apprenbice  or  covennt 
servaunt  shall  take  his  said  Apprentice  or  covennt  srunt  by  Indenture  And  shall 
bring  as  well  the  same  Indenture  as  also  the  said  covennt  s'unt  before  bhe  Bailief 
&  Recorder  or  Towne  clerk  of  the  same  Borough  for  the  byme  being  wuin  one 
month  next  after  such  Apprentice  or  covennt  srunt  is  taken  into  S'uice  and  then 
&  there  shall  knoleig  the  same  Indenture  &  Bargayn  hefore  the  said  Bailief  and 
Recorder  or  Towne  clerk  woh  Indenture  shall  be  enroled  in  the  Court  Roles  of  bhe 
same  Borough  the  same  Boocher  taking  such  Apprentice  or  covennt  srunt  paing 
only  xiid  to  the  Towne  clerk  for  enrolling  the  afsd  uppon  payn  that  every  Boocber 
not  so  doing  do  forfit  and  loose  for  every  offence  xxs 

Item  it  is  ordeyned  that  no  person  dwelling  presently  or  herafter  wthin 
this  Borough  or  subuvbes  of  the  same  whether  to  be  borne  in  the  towne  or  out  of 
the  towne  nor  any  other  forrener  dwelling  out  of  the  said  Borough  shall  in  any 
wise  be  lycensed  by  any  agreament  or  composicion  to  occupie  or  use  the  same 
occupation  of  Boocher  wthin  the  said  Borough  or  suburbes  except  he  have  bene 
apprentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  that  occupation  and  have  srued  them  by  the  space 
of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  as  apprentice  or  covennt  srunt  and  the  same  to  be 
proved  before  the  Bailiff  of  the  same  Borough  and  the  Maister  &  Warden  of  the 
occupation  of  Boocher  by  sufficient  testymony  &  witnes  before  he  do  use  &  sett  up 
the  said  occupation,  wlim  the  same  borough  or  suburbes  upon  payn  that  the  M1'  & 
Wardeyn  of  boochers  admitting  or  suffring  any  pson  to  sett  uppe  contrary  to  the 
ordynance  to  forfeit  &  pay  unto  the  Bailiff  &  Burgesses  of  the  same  Borough  unto 
their  Hands  for  every  such  default  Five  pounds 
(folio  30)  Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  established  that  no  fforener  wch  alredy  is  not  allowed  as 
.  one  of  the  companye  of  Boochers  wfin  this  Towne  although  he  have  bene 
Apprentice  or  Covennt  srunt  &  srue  in  the  same  occupation  seven  yeres  shal  be 
sufferd  or  admitted  to  sett  upp  &  use  and  occupye  that  occupation  whn  this 
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borough  or  suburbes  of  tie  same  untill  he  have  agreed  and  compounded  wth  the 
Maister  &  Warden  of  the  same  occupation  uppon  payne  that  every  such  boocher 
occupieng  &  using  to  kill  &  sell  flesshe  as  he  shall  offer  to  sell  before  such 
eomposieion  or  agreeing  had  the  one  half  of  wch  flesshe  to  be  to  the  bailief  of  the 
borough  for  the  tyme  being  the  other  half  to  the  Maister  Warden  &  company  of 
Boochers 

Item  it  is  ordeyned  &  constituted  that  any  pson  dwelling  or  wc'1  hereafter 
shall  dwell  w*in  this  towne  or  suburbes  of  the  same  being  not  alreadie  admitted 
&  allowed  as  one  of  the  company  of  Boochers  whn  this  borough  shall  not  be 
admitted  or  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  company  of  Boochers  of  the  same  borough 
£  to  kill  and  sell  flesshe  as  a  boocher  of  the  same  borough  untill  he  have  first  paid 
or  be  bound  to  paye  Ten  poundes  or  above  by  the  discrecion  of  the  said  Bailief 
Maister  &  Warden  of  the  Company  of  Boochers  unto  the  said  Bailief  and 
Burgesses  Of  wc"  some  of  xn  or  upwardes  the  Maister  &■  Warden  &  Company  of 
Boochers  shall  have  one  part  and  the  other  nyne  partes  to  goo  &  be  to  the  chamb1' 
&  use  of  the  same  borough  Uppon  pa\ne  that  every  Maister  or  Warden 
compounding  or  admitting  any  one  for  any  lesse  some  to  forfit  &  pay  for  their  so 
doing  ten  pounds  to  the  use  of  the  said  chambr 

Item  it  is  agred  &  orderyd  that  all  &  every  such  pson  as  hath  bene  is  or 
sbalbe  Apprentice  or  Covennt  srunt  wthn  the  said  borough  in  maner  &  form 
aforesaid  and  served  there  all  the  said  tyme  shall  or  may  uppon  request  made 
unto  the  said  Maister  and  Warden  &  company  of  Boochers  sett  upp 
use  &  occupie  his  said  occupacion  whn  the  same  Burrough  &  suburbes  paing  only 
at  his  setting  upp  iijs  iiiid  the  third  part  whreof  to  be  to  the  chamb1'  &  use  of  the 
said  Borough  And  the  other  two  parts  to  be  to  the  Company  of  Boochers 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  no  boocher  dwelling  out  of  this  borough 
or  suburbes  shall  bring  in  any  fleshe  to  be  sold  whn  the  same  borough  or 
suburbes  except  it  be  uppon  the  Saturday  only  And  that  he  shall  not  sett  any 
such  flesshe  to  sale  before  the  officers  of  the  same  borough  callid  the  flesh 
tasters  have  first  sene  tastid  &  allowed  the  same  flesh  to  be  good  &  holesome 
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victuall  for  sustence  of  mans  body  And  also  that  euery  such  bocher  bringing  in 
flesh  shall  bring  in  bhe  hide  skyn  fell  &  fcallowe  coniyng  of  the  said  flesh  uppon 
payne  that  euery  one  bringing  in  flesh  to  sell  &  not  bringing  w'hall  his  said  bide 
skin  fell  it  tallowe  to  forfeit  it  pay  for  eury  default  that  is  to  say  for  euery  hide 
not  brought  xxd  ffor  euery  calve  skin  iiij'1  for  eury  shepes  skyn  or  fell  viij'1  &  for 
evry  beastes  tallowe  ij'1  which  seuerall  forfeitures  shalbe  presently  leavied  & 
taken  by  the  said  flesh  tasters  of  such  flesshe  as  the  said  Boochers  offending 
bring  to  the  markett  The  one  half  of  wch  forfeiture  to  be  to  the  chambr  &  use  of 
the  borough  the  other  half  to  the  maister  warden  &  company  of  Boochers 

Item  it  is  ordereid  that  no  fforrener  dwelling  out  of  the  towne  bringing 
flesh  to  be  sold  wmin  this  borough  shall  neither  in  the  markett  tyme  nor  after 
the  markett  is  done  in  any  wise  goo  about  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  of 
the  same  to  sell  the  same  flessh  to  the  Inhabitants  or  people  there  but  shall  mak 
sale  therof  openly  in  the  markett  place  Uppon  payne  to  forfeit  &  loose  the 
flesh  so  off  rid  .to  be  sold  out  of  the  markett  the  one  half  vvherof  to  be  to  the 
balief  of  the  said  borough  the  other  half  to  such  pson  as  shall  find  or  take  him  so 
selling  flesh  contrary  to  this  order 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  no  boocher  dwelling  out  of  this  borough  being  not 
alredy  admittid  shall  from  hensforth  be  admittid  to  bring  in  any  flesh  upon  the 
Saturday  as  is  aforesaid  untill  he  have  first  compoundid  wtp  the  maister  &  warden 
of  the  company  of  boochers  and  doo  paie  or  be  bound  to  pay  the  some  of  twentie 
shillings  for  his  fyne  The  third  part  wherof  to  be  to  the  chamb1'  &  use  of  the 
towne  the  other' twoo  ptes  to  be  to  the  maister  warden  &  companye  of  Boochers 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  euery  forren  Boocher  dwelling  out  of  this  borough 
wh  herafter  shalbe  admittid  to  come  in  &  sell  flesh  upon  the  Saturdaie  as  afore 
is  said  shall  before  he  doth  utter  &  sell  any  such  flesh  be  bound  to  the  Bailief  & 
Burgesses  of  this  borough  of  Warwik  in  a  resonable  some  such  as  the  bailief  for 
the  tyme  being  shall  think  convenient  w*  condicion  that  he  shall  wekely  euery 
Saturday  out  of  lent  bring  to  the  said  markett  flesshe  of  all  sortes  acording  to 
the  season  of  the  yere  and  the  same  shall  sell  w*  the  skyn  &  tallowe  openly  in 
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the  same  mketfc  And  also  he  shalbe  bound  that  if  he  mak  default  &  doo  not  bring- 
in  flesh  as  aforesaid  but  do  absent  himself  from  the  said  markett  three  markett 
dayes  fcogibher  having  no  lawfull  lett  Then  that  he  wilbe  contentid  from  that 
tyme  tor  ever  to  be  disfranchisid 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  no  pson  dwelling  w*in  the  said  borough  or 
suburbes  being  not  allowed  to  be  a  Boocher  shall  kill  any  kynd  of  flesh  comonly 
sold  in  the  shambles  to  thentent  to  sell  the  same  Rawe  by  retaile  w*in  the  same 
borough  or  suburbes  upon  payne  to  forfeit  for  euery  tyme  so  doing  vs  one  part 
wherof  to  be  to  the  use  &  chamb''  of  this  borough  the  other  two  ptes  to  the 
maister  warden  &  company  of  Boochers 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  in  case  of  any  of  the  boochers  using  to  sell  flesh 
as  aforesaid  whither  he  dwell  w'hn  the  borough  or  without  doo  wilfully  refuse  or 
deny  to  kepe  observe  &  pforme  the  Articles  orders  &  constitucions  aforesaid  or 
any  part  of  them  or  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  said  Articles  &  ordinance  or 
an}'  of  them  That  then  the  maister  or  warden  of  the  Boochers  for  the  tyme  being 
shall  or  may  enter  into  the  shoppes  howses  stalles  or  stondings  of  the  said 
boochers  offending  And  shall  &  may  tak  the  flesh  of  such  as  shall  offend  by 
waie  of  distresse  and  the  same  flesh  shall  cause  to  be  priced  by  the  fleshtasters 
of  the  (folio  31)  same  borough  and  theruppon  put  the  same  flesshe  to  sale  and  of 
the  money  rising  or  comyng  of  the  same  fleshe  satisfie  all  such  penalties  & 
forfeitures  as  the  offender  hath  lost  And  after  that  done  shall  restore  the  rest  of 
the  monye  if  any  shall  remayne  to  the  said  boocher  from  whom  the  said  flesshe 
was  so  taken 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  the  penalties  forfeitures  &  Losses  wch  shall  happen 
and  the  monye  rising  therof  shalbe  leavied  by  the  maister  and  warden  of  the 
company  of  Boochers  for  the  tyme  being  And  that  they  ymediately  uppon  the 
Levieng  of  the  same  shall  paie  that  part  wch  shalbe  due  to  the  use  &  chamb1"  of 
the  towne  to  the  Bailief  of  the  borough  for  the  tyme  being  And  the  other  part 
\vch  shalbe  to  the  company  of  the  boochers  they  shall  kepe  in  their  owne  custodie 
until!  the  tyme  of  their  Accornpt  And  also  that  on  the  said  midlent  Sonday  they 
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shall  make  their  A.ccompt  to  the  Rest  of  the  company  of  Boochers  And  shall 
deliver  all  such  monye  as  shall  then  remayn  in  their  nan  Is  bo  bhe  next  Maister 
it  Warden  of  their  said  o^cupasion  and  so  from  one  to  An  other  successively  for 
ever 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  concludid  &  consentid  that  the  said  boochers  shall  not 
at  their  metings  or  consultacions  devise  or  doo  any  thing  contrary  to  good  order 
&  quiet  governemet  of  the  comon  weale  of  this  borough  or  countrey  adiacent 
neyther  shall  determyn  any  thing  against  the  good  usage  &  lawes  of  this  land  but 
shall  doo  all  things  to  the  benefiting  of  this  borough  the  countrey  and  themselves 
so  farre  as  the  same  is  agreable  to  the  lawes  aforesaid  And  in  case  any  matter 
of  doubt  or  controversie  happen  to  arise  emongs  them  That  then  the  same  shalbe 
orderid  &  determyned  by  the  Bailief  &  Burgesses  of  the  borough  aforesaid 

ffynally  It  is  agreid  concludid  &  consentid  unto  that  incase  any  thing  be 
done  by  the  said  boochers  contrary  to  the  good  custome  &  lawes  of  this  land  or 
the  quiet  governemet  of  this  comon  weale  Or  in  case  that  the  bailief  and 
principall  burgesses  shall  see  cause  to  redresse  or  reforme  any  thing  or  Article 
abovesaid  Or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to  their  above  writen  That  the  said 
company  of  Boochers  uppon  Request  made  to  the  maister  or  warden  of  Boochers 
or  either  of  them  shall  surrender  and  deliver  upp  into  the  handes  of  the  Bailief  & 
principall  burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  this  book  &  all  the  orders  constitutions 
and  agreamets  abovesaid  And  also  that  the  said  Bailief  and  principall  burgesses 
for  the  tyme  being  may  determyne  all  or  any  the  articles  above  writen  and  the 
same  make  void  Or  in  their  places  to  make  newe  as  occasion  &  tyms  shall  require 
by  their  discrecions  wch  being  devised  &  agreid  upon  by  the  said  bailief  & 
Burgesses  or  the  greter  nomb1'  of  them  and  knowleig  therof  given  in  writing  to 
the  maister  or  warden  of  the  boochers  for  the  tyme  being  shalbe  from  hensforth 
taken  &  reputid  as  ordynances  &  Orders  to  bynd  the  said  company  of  boo3hers  & 
any  of  them  This  book  or  any  thing  therin  contenyd  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
stonding  hi  witnes  of  all  woh  Articles  and  agreamets  made  by  consent  aforesaid 
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The  said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  have  to  thes  presents  put  their  comon  seale  the 
xxxth  day  of  Deeeb1'  iu  the  thirteuth  yere  of  the  reigne  of  o1'  soueryne  Lady 
Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  &c. 

The  Election  of  two  Burgesses  to  represent  Warwick  in  Parliament 

in  1571. 

••  M'1  That  ffrancis  Willoughbie  Esquire  for  this  yere  a0  xiij0  Eliz.  Ee  being 
hiegh  Sheriff  of  the  eountie  of  Warwk  by  Edward  Catesbie  gent  his  undersheriff 
directid  his  precept  to  the  Bailief  &  Burgesses  of  the  towne  &  borow  of  Warwik 
for  the  election  of  two  sufficient  burgesses  of  the  same  towne  to  be  elected  &  sent 
to  the  parliament  to  begin  at  Westm.  the  second  day  of  Apriel  in  the  said  xiijth 
yere  of  the  reigne  of  or  said  souereign  Lady  Ladye  Quene  Elizabeth  The  teno''  of 
which  precept  Insuith  " 

Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  precept  in  Latin,  which  precept  given  under 
the  official  seal  of  the  said  Francis  Willoughby,  &  dated  the  8th  of  March  in  the 
13th  year  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  was  directed  to  the  Bailif  &  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 
of  Warwick  commanding  them  to  send  two  burgesses  to  parliament  on  the  2nd 
of  April. 

"  Md  that  Besides  this  precept  there  was  brought  to  Mr  Bailief  of  this 
borough  a  Ire  of  Bequest  to  the  same  Bailief  and  Burgesses  directid  from  the 
ryght  honorable  therle  of  warwik  towching  the  election  of  one  of  the  same  two 
burgesses  The  tenor  of  wch  Ire  ensuith 

(folio 32)  "To  my  loving  freends  the  Bailief  and  the  rest  of  the 

company  of  the  towne  of  warwik 
After  my  hartie  comendacions  I  have  recevid  Ires  from  my  1.1.  of  the 
counsaill  importing  the  great  desire  her  matie  bathe  of  good  choice  to  be  made  of 
wise  discreit  &  well  disposid  psones  to  serve  for  knights  &  burgesses  in  this 
pliament  nowe  somonyd  by  her  hieghnes  order  to  begyn  in  Apryll  next  And 
being  therby  requyred  on  her  matys  behalf  that  I  for  my  part  (to  avoyd  some 
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enormyties)  will  take  care  that  the  Burgesses  w'n  that  towne  bo  be  chosen  be  to 
all  respects  mete  <&  worthie  those  Romes  I  have  thought  good  like  as  bo  signifie 
thus  much  unto  you  so  to  pray  you  to  consider  thereof  acordingly  And  albeit  it 
may  be  there  is  no  want  of  hable  men  emong  yr  selves  for  the  supply  of  the 
matter  yet  the  special!  opynion  1  have  upon  good  cause  concevid  of  my  friend 
M1'  Edward  Aglionbys  sufficiency  dotlie  move  me  to  recomend  him  unto  \<>"  for 
one  of  yo1'  burgesses  being  a  man  not  onely  well  knowen  among  you  hut  one  I 
dare  undertake  yo"  shall  finde  veary  forward  in  thadvauncement  of  any  thing 
that  may  tend  to  the  comon  profit  &  comoditie  of  yor  towne  Wherof  not -doubting 
but  you  will  have  due  regard  I  bid  you  hartely  farewell  At  Westin  the  xixth  of 
ffebruary  1570  yo1'  loving  friend 

A.  Warwik"  (a) 

By  virtue  of  which  precept  "Thomas  Burges  then  bailief  of  the  said 
Borough  callid  a  hall  or  meting  of  the  principall  burgesses  &  others  the  comoners 
of  the  said  Borough  in  the  Burges  hall  in  Warwik  aforesaid  and  there  the  xxvith 
day  of  March  1571  being  Monday  the  said  Bailief  aforesaid  wl  William  huddisdon 
Bicherd  ffisher  John  Butler  Bicherd  Boo  Thomas  Oken  John  ffisher  Thomas 
Powell  Symon  yong  &  Bobert  Phelips  principall  b'gesses  togither  w*  Bobert 
Sheldon  Bicherd  Tuskit  humfrey  crane  Boger  Weale  Thomas  Jenks  Thomas 
Allen  Willm  chandes  &  John  Bidgeley  Assistants  after  the  reading  of  the  said 
precept  &  Ires  have  electid  named  &  chosen  Edward  Aglionbie  Esquire  &  John 
ffisher  gen  to  be  their  twoo  burgesses  of  the  parliament  of  the  said  Borough  wch 
place  and  Borne  the  said  John  ffisher  being  present  refusid  disabling  himself  both 
for  want  of  creadite  wisedome  &  health  wch  not  w^tonding  the  said  Bailief  and 
Burgesses  earnestly  requesting  the  same  John  to  take  upon  him  the  same  place 
&  Borne  the  rather  for  that  they  having  nowe  great  cause  to  chose  &  appoynt  a 
faithfull  &  trustie  man  have  thought  him  to  be  of  all  most  metest  &  therfore 
eftsones  both  entreatid  and  pswadid  him  to  take  the  same  uppon  him  and  to 

(a)  This  nobleman  was  known  as  the    ''good''  Earl  of  Warwick.     His  monument  is  in 
the  Beauchamp  Chapel. 
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prepare  himself  tberunto  w'  all  convenient  spede  wfih  by  much  entreaty  &  pswasion 
being lothe  bherunto  the  said  John  acceptid  \vl  thanks  giveng  for  their  good  willes 
desiring  them  to  eontynewe  their  good  opinions  towards  him  &  promising  to  do 
the  best  in  him  lieth  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Towne  wch  he  said  should  be  put 
forth  acording  to  his  simple  liability  praing  them  to  accept  of  his  good  will  eftsones 
beseching  thr  company  to  apoint  some  other  &  meter  man  &  to  discharg  him  in 
respect  of  his  late  &  yet  present  sicklies  being  then  very  weak  And  towards  their 
charges  he  wold  give  them  xH  wherof  they  woold  in  nowise  allowe  but  willid  him 
to  prepare  himself  And  for  that  purpose  causid  to  be  made  a  paire  of 
Indentures  the  one  pt  wherof  sealid  wl  the  town  seal  was  cvtified  the  tenor 
wherof  ensueth 

Then  follows  an  Indenture,  which  testifies  to  the  Election  of  Messrs. 
Aglionby  and  Fisher. 

"  After  wcb  Election  &  Indenture  so  sealed  &  delivered  to  the  said  Sheriff, 
The  said  John  rusher  being  veary  weak  in  bodie  prepared  himself,  and  on  the 
Thursday  following  toke  his  journey  to  the  said  Parliament  Where  he  attendid 
from  the  last  day  of  Marche  1571  being  xiij°  Elizabeth  untill  the  xxixth  day  of 
may  following  being  tuesday  on  which  tuesday  the  said  Parliament  was  dissolvid. 
In  all  wch  meane  tyme  neither  the  said  Bailief  nor  principall  Burgesses  did 
neithr  send  or  wryte  to  the  said  Burgesses  or  either  of  them  although  the  same 
John  Fisher  had  from  tyme  to  tyme  addressid  Ires  to  the  said  Bailief  &  principall 
Burgesses  w*  such  advertisements  and  namely  of  one  especiall  matter  wch  was  of 
the  noble  disposicion  of  the  right  honorable  therle  of  Leicester  towards  the  said 
towne  &  countrye  In  that  it  had  pleasid  him  to  be  sutor  not  only  to  the  quenes 
matye  but  also  to  the  whole  parliamet  to  have  licence  &  warraunt  to  erect  &  found 
an  hospitall  either  in  the  towne  of  Warwik  or  Keuelworth  and  to  give  towards 
the  mayntence  therof  lands  tenements  hereditaments  &  possessions  to  the  yerely 
value  of  twoo  hundreth  pounds  by  the  yere  wnh  should  have  ppetuytie  for  ever 
and  that  the  lands  tenements  possessions  &  hereditaments  so  to  be  by  him  given 
should  be  assured  by  auctorytie  of  the  said  parliamet  A  thing  both  notable  &  to 
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be  thankfully  acceptid  of  by  all  the  whole  countrey  which  his  sute  it,  pleasid  her 
heighnes  most  favorably  to  heare  &  likid  also  bhe  whole  state  of  parliamett 
besides  that  they  most  gladly  consented  And  so  in  bhend  I  he  said  parliament  was 
by  the  queues  ma*5  most  benigley  wtroiall  assent  graciously  confirmed  this  thyng 
being  thought  to  the  said  .John  a  cause  of  g' joye  encouragd  him  oftener  to  write 
thereof  &  of  some  other  occurrants  hut  all  in  vayne  for  he  could  never  receve  any 
answer  by  writing  or  woord  of  any  his  Ires  from  the  said  Bailief  w'1'  grounded  in 
the  said  John  no  litle  discouragement  of  this  service  quid  significat  querendum 
est  de  discrecioribus  in  nullis  enim  consolatus  fuit  " 

A    VISIT    OF    THE    BAKL    OF    LiEYCESTEK    TO    WaKWICK. 

Conference  torching  the  (foHo  33)  MEM0EAND     That  uppon  c'ten  knowledge  had  of  my 
vcceluno,  of  tbcvlc    of  .  . 

.        ;,.  Liord  tnerle  of  Lieicesters  coming  downe  into  this  Countrye  to 

untr  at  bis  comymg  to  °  J 

bene  ^t  Ittitbaclls  ^e  mr  s^xe  or  seaven  daies  at  Mr  Thomas  ffishers  <!l)  house 
feast  called   the   pryory   nere   Warwik     It  was    considered  by   the 

Bailief  Thomas  Burgeis  and  such  other  of  his  Assistants  principall  Burgesses  of 
this  towne  as  then  were  in  the  towne  that  it  was  requisite  to  offer  some  present 
unto  his  L  &  therle  of  Warwik  who  as  the  saing  was  should  have  come  downe 
with  him  togither  wth  many  other  noble  Lords  &  Ladyes 

Wheruppon  the  said  Bailief  appointed  a  meting  &  sent  for  all  the  principall 
Burgesses  to  be  at  their  house  in  the  churche  on  tuesday  the  xxvth  day  of 
September  1571  there  to  consult  &  confere  of  such  causes  as  then  they  had  to  do 

(a)  Thomas  Hawkins  alias  Fisher  was  a  man  high  in  favour  with  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  and  had  a  grant  of  the  Priory  made  to  him.  Being  also  enriched  with  other 
possessions,  he  pulled  the  old  monastry  down  to  the  ground,  and  built  the  present  house,  which  he 
called  Hawkins's  Nest  or  Hawk's  Nest.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  courage,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Musselburgh  Field  in  Scotland,  where  he  had  command  of  a  regiment,  he  distinguished  himself  by 
the  capture  of  some  colours. 

When  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  was  plotting  to  place  Lady  Jane  Grey  on  the  throne, 
Fisher  had  a  large  sum  of  money  entrusted  to  him  for  the  payment  of  forces.  After  the  Duke's 
seizure  he  hid  the  money  in  Bishop's  Itchington  pool,  and  was,  by  authority  of  Queen  Mary, 
questioned  about  it,  but,  according  to  Dugdale,  "  denying  it  stoutly  and  put  upon  the  rack,  was  so 
extreamly  tormented,  that  his  fingers  were  pull'd  out  of  the  joynts,  yet  would  never  reveal  it."  He 
died  Jan.  12th,  1576,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's,  where  a  handsome  tomb  was  erected  to  him  and 
his  wife  in  the  North  Transept ;  which  tomb  was  destroyed  by  the  great  fire. 
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uppon  which  sending  for  thither  cam  Willm  huddisdon  Eicherd  ffisher  Eicherd 
Townesend  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Eoo  Will™  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  and  Eobart 
phelippes  to  attend  on  the  said  Bailief  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  At  wch  assembly 
It  was  openyd  that  the  eomon  speche  wras  that  the  Barles  of  Warwik  &  Ley1'  wth 
many  other  Lords  &  Ladyes  woold  be  the  next  thursday  night  at  M1'  Tho  ffishers 
nere  Warwik  And  therfore  it  was  thought  mete  that  some  thing  might  be 
prepared  to  be  presentid  to  thes  Lcls  for  two  speciall  causes  the  one  for  that  therle 
of  Warwik  is  Lord  of  the  borough  &  beareth  the  name  thereof  And  the  other 
for  that  therle  of  Leicester  his  brother  being  in  grtest  favo1'  wth  the  prince  was 
honorably  mynded  to  doo  great  good  not  only  to  this  borough  (as  he  before  had 
done  to  Coventry)  but  also  to  the  whole  Countrye  wch  his  good  will  so  had 
aperrid  in  suing  to  her  Maty  &  obtayning  of  her  &  the  whole  parliament  Licens 
&  graunt  to  erect  &  build  in  Warwik  or  Kenel worth  one  hospitall  and  to  endowe 
the  same  w*  lands  &  tenemts  to  the  yerely  value  of  twoo  hundred  pounds  wch  his 
honor  able  doings  manifesttid  his  godly  heart  and  disposicion  towards  this  poore 
borowe  &  Countrye  And  therfor  not  to  be  altogither  forgotten  of  us  especially 
having  so  inst  an  occasion  by  their  coming  so  nere  the  towne  And  so  in 
conclusion  it  was  demanded  whither  it  were  thought  good  to  this  house  to  present 
any  thing  or  not  Whereonto  it  was  answerid  by  Every  man  that  it  was  very 
necessary  to  yeld  some  present  to  their  L1  in  token  of  o1'  good  willes  &  dutys 
wherupon  it  was  askid  what  might  best  serve  that  turne  to  be  presented  And 
uppon  informacion  given  to  the  house  that  the  said  erle  of  Leicester  was  well 
yoke  of  oxen  provided  of  muttons  It  was  agreid  that  a  yok  of  good  oxen 
to     ^       should  be  prepared  &  bestowed  on  the    said   Lords    at    their 

Lesister      &      E  l      L 

Warwik  comyng  And  that  the  mony  remayning  in  Mr  ffrekultons  hands 

viz  ix11  xixs  &  od  mony  should  serve  for  that  purpose  if  it  might  be  by  him 
conveniently  spared  wch  was  not  then  so  ready  And  therfre  it  was  by  the  whole 
companye  agried  that  xu  should  be  taken  out  of  the  chest  to  serve  this  turne 
And  that  the  same  should  be  delivered  to  Eicherd  ffisher  and  Eicherd  Townsend 
to  provide  therw1  the  said  oxen  The  wch  being  agreid  It  was  movid  among  them 
whither  they  thought  it  convenient  to  mete  the  same  Lords  on  the  waye  or  not 
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The  Lords  being  but     to  wch  it  was  answered   and  agreid  that  the  Baid    Lords  being 

subjects   must,    not      ,  .  . 

ii.ive  such  dutys  as     ll"1'  subiects  must  not  have  such    Duety  as  the  prince  whom 

princps    Therefore     they  do   wayt  for  but  at  the  boundry  of  the  libties   of   this 

not  fitt  to  goe  out      ,  ,    , ,       r       . .  ,   , .  .  ,  ,, 

of  ye  Towno  but  to     borough  thertre  it  was  not  thought  mete  to  go  out  of  the  towns 

he    ready    in     ye     but  being  ready  in  the  tovvne  to  offer  welcomyng  to  the  said 

welcomb  °  Lords  w*  their  said  present  That   being  agreid  upon    It  was 

demandid  whither  it  were  necessary  to  yeld  thanks  to  the  said 

Earle  of  Leicester  for  his  honorable  good  mynd  toward  this  country  and  borowe 

and  to  move  his  bono''  to  found  his  said  hospitall  in  the  said  borowe  as  a  place 

convenient  And  whither  the  tovvne  woold  offer  unto  his  L  any  part   of  their 

burges  hall  &  buildings  there  towards  the  pformance  of  so  good  a  woork  Or  not 

To  which  it  was  answered  &  resolved  not  to  give  any  thanks  or  to  tak  knowleig 

of  his  disposision   that  waye  unless  it  might  lik  him  either  by  himself  or  some 

about  him  to  give  occasion  thereof  And  if  it  happenid  that  any  such   matter 

should  by  the  said  Lord  or  any  for  him  be  movid  or  any  request  made  for  the 

said   hall    or    any    thing  thereabouts   Eespit    should   be    disired   by   us   before 

we  should  mak  any  direct  answer  in  those  matters     And  so  it  was  concluded 

that  such  as  had  keys  should  be  at  the  church  by  seaven  of  the  clok  the  next 

morning  to  tak  out  the  said  ten  pounds  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  wch  was  done 

And  the  said  x11  was  delivered  to  the  said  Eicherd  Townsend  who  with  the  said 

Eicherd  ffisher  (folio  34)  travalid  in  the  said  Busynies  and  hearing  of  c''ten  fatt 

oxen  that  were  to  sell  at  henley  park  they  went  thither  where  they  found  such 

as  served  their  turne  wch  oxen  were  to  be  sold  by  John  Butler  of  Warwik  being 

one  of  the  principall  burgesses  and  in  great  creadit  and  trust  wl  the  said  Earle 

of  Leicester  So  after  the  oxen  were  viewid  they  returned  to  Warwik  to  speak 

with  M1"  Butler  to  knowe  the  price  wcl1  was  holden  at  xj'1  And  so  in  conclusion 

the  said  John  Butler  sold  the  said  oxen  x\nd  being  given  tunderstand  for  what 

purpose  they  were  bought  and  of  the  whole  discourse  and  entencion  of  the  Bailief 

&  Burgesses  towching  the  meting  of  the  said  L.  of  Leicester  &  presenting  the 

said  oxen  to  him      the  said  John  Butler  otherwise  advised  bothe  the  said  Bailief 

&  such  as  he  talked  withall  and  tok  uppon  him  to  appoint  a  more  meter  &  fitter 
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tyme  bothe  for  the  psenting  of  the  said  oxen  and  the  Bailief  attending  on  the 
said  Lord  W'u  should  be  on  Friday  morning  promissing  that  he  wold  in  the  meane 
tyme  solicite  or  good  willes  to  the  said  Lord  to  the  better  contentacion  of  the  said 
noble  men  &  for  the  better  aceptans  of  the  present  &  to  the  great  comodity  of 
the  fcowne  wheruppon  tbe  Bailief  resolved  to  do  in  all  thyngs  as  the  said  Butler 
had  devised  And  therefore  disappointed  the  first  agreament  to  the  no  litle 
detryment  of  the  said  Borough  and  defacing  of  the  said  not  only  Bailief  but  all 
tbe  prineipall  Burgesses  ffor  so  it  hapind  that  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester  having 
in  mynd  his  form1'  intencions  &  good  woork  and  knowing  that  the  Bailief  &  his 
brebhern  could  not  be  ignorant  of  his  said  devise  for  that  one  of  the  same  company 
being  of  the  Parliament  house  was  privie  &  consenting  to  the  same  devise  and 
bad  some  speche  wl  his  Lordshippe  thereof  expected  the  not  only  attendance  of 
the  Bailief  and  his  said  company  but  also  that  they  woold  have  mett  him  on  the 
wave  and  recevid  him  w'hout  the  towne  in  some  semely  manner  the  rather  for 
that  he  cam  downe  so  nobly  acompanyed  and  to  shewe  himself  so  honorably 
amongs  them  Insomuch  as  the  Wensday  night  lieng  at  S'"  John  Spencers  he 
spake  somewhat  thereof  to  such  as  were  about  him  Whereof  the  next  day  a  litle 
Inkling  was  given  thereof  to  Jlm  ffisher  being  bothe  his  man  &  one  of  the 
prineipall  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  wch  knowleig  was  brought  to  him  by 
message  as  he  was  riding  beyond  Badford  on  the  hiegh  way  to  do  his  duety  to 
the  said  Earle  his  Mr  but  w^ll  was  signified  that  he  should  kepe  it  to  himself 
\Y hereon  the  said  ffisher  musing  as  he  rode,  &  revolving  the  conferrence  before 
thought  it  mete  to  advise  the  said  Bailief  to  followe  his  first  devise  in  attending 
for  the  said  noble  men  at  the  Townes  End  or  ells  at  the  crosse  (a)  acompanied 
with  the  rest  of  his  prineipall  Burgesses  and  as  many  other  honest  comoners  in 
gownes  as  might  be  gotten  upon  that  warning  And  there  to  offer  their  present  as 
a  token  of  their  good  willes  And  therupon  sent  his  serv*  in  all  hast  wlh  that 
message  to  the  said  Bailief  who  had  knowleig  of  all  this  by  two  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternooue  But  the  said  Bailief  resting  uppon  thadvise  given  by  the  said  John 

sre  fclires  crosses,  a  m  u-ket  cro;s  in  the  Marksfc  S]ua:e,  another  ia  Bridge  End, 
near  to  the  old  bridge,  and  another  nearly  opposite  the  present  Court  House.  The  latter  would  be 
the  one  referred  to. 
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Butler  li tie  regarded  the  last  advise  but  rested  upon  the  former  resolucions  not 
to  come  in  sight  of  the  said  Earle  nor  to  offer  him  any  present  until]  the  ffrydaie 
And  so  the  said  Earle  expecting  as  before  was  thereof  disappointed  though  for 
that  purpose  he  cam  riding  thorough  the  said  borough  by  the  crossed  so  thorough 
the  stretes  accompanyed  wth  the  Earle  of  Hertford  Sr  henry  Sidney  Lord  Deputy 
of  Ireland  &  president  of  Walles  S1'  J1"1  Spencer  S1'  henry  Lee  Sr  Richerd  Knightley 
and  many  others  of  good  calling  and  passed  to  the  house  of  Mr  Thomas  ffisher 
where  mett  him  &  cam  to  him  the  Lord  &  lady  marquesse  of  Northampton  the 
Earle  of  Oxford  the  Lord  Barkley  the  Lord  Dudley  the  Lord  Shandois  and  many 
other  Lords  Knights  and  gentlemen 

So  on  the  inorrowe  being  fryday  the  abovesaid  Bailief  calling  togither  the 
principall  Burgesses  went  to  the  pryory  being  mr  ffishers  house  wth  their  psent 
(folio  35)  mynding  there  to  offer  the  same  and  bid  his  L  welcome  but  before  their 
comyng  thither  he  wth  divers  of  the  nobles  were  gone  to  Kenelworth  so  as  the 
said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  there  attendid  from  eight  of  the  clok  in  the  morning 
untill  iiii01"  at  the  afternoone  In  the  meane  tyme  divers  of  the  said  Earles 
servants  imputed  the  gl  offence  of  the  Bailief  &  his  company  loudly  &  openly  to 
some  of  their  faces  in  that  their  Lord  coming  downe  into  this  countrey  where 
both  he  &  his  brother  were  grate  possessionem  and  where  they  ment  to  doo  so 
great  good  and  in  especially  coming  thorough  the  Earle  of  Warwik's  towne  they 
woold  not  doo  so  much  as  bid  the  Earle  of  Leicester  welcome  but  hid  them  selfs 
adding  farther  that  if  the  said  Earle  being  in  such  place  as  he  is  &  in  such 
creadit  wth  the  prince  as  he  is  knowen  to  be  had  come  to  bristowe  norwich  or  any 
other  city  or  good  towne  of  this  land  where  he  had  lesse  to  do  than  he  bathe 
heare  he  should  have  bene  recevid  by  the  Mayors  &  officers  in  most  semely  maner 
but  this  towne  was  so  stout  that  they  regardid  not  of  his  Lordship  wth  many 
other  lik  words  wcl1  belik  they  gatherid  of  the  misliking  they  pcevid  in  their  said 
Lords  as  may  be  gessid  rfor  that  after  none  about  three  of  the  clock  the  said 
Earle  of  Leicester  accompanyed  wl  the  said  Earle  of  hertford  Lord  Deputy  of 
Ireland  &  mauy  Knights  &  gentlemen  returning  from  Kenelworth  cam  to  the 
c 
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pryory  whereof  the  Hailief  then  attending  gave  understnding  prepared  himself  & 
assistants  to  bid  his  L  welcome  and  present  their  said  oxen  as  a  token  of  their 
good  vrilles  and  to  the  end  the  same  might  he  better  aeceptid  the  said  Bailief 
requested  the  said  ,Thu  Butler  to  pticipate  their  said  meaning  before  hand  to  his 
Lordship  but  how  so  ever  it  hapnied  when  the  said  Earles  cam  by  wher  the  said 
Bailief  and  his  company  stood  which  then  put  the  Bailief  &  the  rest  doing  their 
duet  yes  unto  them  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester  passed  by  them  hastely  saing  he 
woold  not  chardge  the  towne  so  much  and  woold  unneath  look  towards  the  said 
Bailief  or  his  company  but  rode  still  unto  the  house  &  so  the  said  Bailief  &  his 
company  both  disappointed  of  there  Intte'view  &  half  amasid  knew  not  what  to 
do  But  upon  conferrens  It  was  thought  mete  not  to  give  over  so  but  devised 
meanes  as  they  might  so  submit  themselves  to  his  Lordship  and  so  crave  p'don 
for  their  necligence  And  for  that  purpose  required  J1111  Butler  to  be  meane  And 
so  besought  both  M1"  hubond  &  Mr  Thomas  dudley  to  be  meanes  to  his  Lordship 
on  their  behalf  praing  his  L  to  pdon  that  offence  wch  gentlemen  at  the  last  spake 
to  his  Lordship  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  bailief  &  Burgesses  signifieng  that  they 
had  acknowleiged  their  offence  &  necligence  and  desiring  that  his  L  wold  remitt 
the  same  &  acept  of  their  present  laing  the  fault  only  to  Jhn  Butler  Jlni  ffisher 
being  his  owne  men  &  such  as  had  knowleige  but  that  fault  laid  to  Jhl1  Butler 
was  but  a  glosse  for  he  knew  vvell  that  he  was  so  occupyed  in  his  busines  that 
he  could  not  be  w'  the  said  Bailief  But  towelling  Jlm  ffisher  hit  entrid  as  a  matter 
of  trouthunto  the  said  Earle  insomuch  that  he  concievid  displeasure  against  him 
though  this  writer  knowith  there  was  no  such  cause  And  so  in  the  end  his  L 
remitted  the  said  offence  to  the  Bailief  and  the  rest  of  his  company  And  to 
satisfye  the  said  Bailief  the  said  Mr  hubond  &  Mr  Dudley  cam  downe  &  called 
the  said  Bailief  and  his  company  into  the  garden  where  the  said  Earle  out  of  the 
Lord  Marques  chamber  might  see  them  but  they  could  not  see  him  And  there  the 
said  M1*  hubond  &  At1'  Dudley  signified  that  my  Lord  had  great  mervale  that  they 
wold  no  better  serve  themselfs  to  him  coming  to  his  brothers  towne  but  at  their 
instance  had  (folio  36)  remitted  that  their  offence  uppon  condicion  that  from 
thenceffourth  they  wold  serve  themselves  more  duetifully  unto  his  L  wch  was 
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promissed  And  so  for  that  byme  deptid  That  night  being  michilmas  even  it  was 
signified  that  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester  wold  goo  to  the  churche  and  there  kepe 
the  order  of  ffraunce  viz*  of  saint  Michaell  whereof  he  is  a  Cornpanyon  and  for 

that  cause  his  pleasure  was  signified  to  have  the  bailief  and  burgesses  to  wayt 
upon  him  hoth  to  &  fro  the  church  whither  his  L  mynded  to  goo  by  nyne  of  the 
clok  or  soae  after  w'1'  being  knowen  It  was  advised  the  Bailief  that  he  wold 
apoint  &  warne  his  going  to  the  hall  so  much  the  soner  in  the  morning  bo  do 
such  things  as  they  had  to  do  wob  was  done  And  thither  the  said  Bailief  & 
Burgesses  went  sone  after  seaven  of  the  clock  The  cause  of  their  Assembly  then 
was  acording  to  their  Charter  to  choose  one  to  be  Bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  (;U 
And  being  then  assemblid  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  according  to  the 
laudable  custome  named  two  viz  Richerd  Townesend  and  Robart  Phelippes  & 
deliverid  their  names  to  the  other  assistants  then  present  to  chose  of  them  two 
whom  they  wold  to  be  Bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  bothe  wch  Richerd  Townesend 
&  Robert  Phelips  alleging  great  causes  for  their  excuses  wcb  being  heard  by  the 
said  comoners  &  assistants  the  said  com  oners  withdrewe  themselfs  to  conferr  of 
this  election  and  not  long  after  being  somewhat  past  nyne  of  the  clok  they 
returned  to  the  Bailief  &  principall  burgesses  saing  that  the  choise  of  M1'  Phelips 

Robert  il^tlips  rlccttb  or  Mr  Townesend  was  very  good  but  for  divers  respects  them 
3'*&&  moving  they  had  agreid  to  name  Robart  Phelippes  to  be  bailief 

the  next  yere  that  is  to  say  from  alholow  day  next  to  wcU  their  choise  the  Bailief 
&  his  company  assented  &  the  said  Robart  Phelips  was  apointed  Bailief  for  the 
yere  to  come  who  being  as  it  semecl  unwilling  to  take  the  office  upon  him  at  the 
last  was  content  requesting  that  he  might  have  their  assistance  bothe  in  counsaill 
&  other  necessary  things  as  occasion  should  require  wch  was  promised  by  every 
man  And  so  for  that  tyme  they  deptid     By  wch  tyme  word  was  brought  that  my 

SUtcntuuuc  on  mi)  lorir  L  of  Leicester  was  redy  to  come  to  church  and  staid  for  the  Bailief 
of  kntcstcr  &  his  Company  whereupon   making    the  more    hast    the    said 

Bailief  &  Burgesses  &  assistants  cam  to  the  priory  where  they  were  placed  & 

m.uslr.illing  of  men  apointed  to  wait  upon  the  said  Lord  in  this  maner  fifirst  the 
joung  to  ftburtbc         comoners  in  gownes  should  goo   formost  two  &  two    togither 

(a)  As  to  the  Charter  see  notes  to  the  account  of  proceedings  between  Brooks  and  Olney  farther  on. 
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Then  next  after  the  comoners  iiiior  constables  to  go  on  a  rank  with  litle  white 
stiks  in  their  handes  then  next  after  them  should  followe  the  xij  principall 
burgesses  two  &  two  in  order  the  youngest  going  fonnost  Then  after  the  principall 
burgesses  followid  such  of  my  Lords  gentlemen  &  gentlemen  of  the  shire  as  that 
day  waytid  uppon  him  then  after  the  gentlemen  cam  the  srjant  bering  his  mace 

officers  atttnbuitg  then  next  after  the  srjaunt  followed  the  Bailief  alone  in  a  gowne 

of  skarlet  After  him  cam  M1'  Willm  Gorge  that  day  Steward  to  my  Lord  Mr 
Robart  Gristmas  Tresorer  to  my  Lord  and  Mr  Thomas  Dudley  comptroller  to  my 
Lord  all  wl  white  staves  as  officers  all  in  one  rank  then  next  them  folowid  dragon 
pursyvant  at  amies  &  Clarenseaux  King  at  Armes  both  in  coat  Armor  And  then 

<f  Ik  fr.ulrs  gtpprdls  cam  my  said  Lord  therle  of  Leycester  by  himself  apparellid  all 
in  white  his  shoes  of  velvet  his  stoks  of  hose  knitt  silk  his 
upper  stoks  of  white  velvit  Lyned  wl  cloth  of  silver  his  dowblet  of  silver  his 
ierkin  white  velvet  drawen  with  silver  beautified  with  gold  and  precious  stone 
his  girdle  &  skabard  white  velvet  his  Roobe  white  satten  embrowdered  wth  goold 
a  foot  brood  very  curiously  his  cap  black  velvet  wth  a  white  feth1'  his  color  of  gold 
besett  with  precious  stones  and  his  garter  about  his  legg  of  saint  Georges  order 
(folio  37)  a  sight  worthie  the  beholding  And  yet  surely  all  this  costly  and  curious 
apparell  was  not  more  to  be  praised  then  the  comely  gesture  of  the  same  Earle 
whose  stature  being  reasonably  was  furnisshed  wth  all  proporcion  and  Lynaments 
of  his  body  &  parts  answerable  in  all  things  so  as  in  the  eis  of  this  writer  he  semed 
the  only  goodliest  psonage  made  in  Englond  wcb  padventure  might  be  assertid  but 
surely  to  all  the  beholders  it  was  a  sight  most  comendable  Nowe  after  the  said 
Earle  of  Leicester  followid  as  companyons  therle  of  hertford  the  Lord  Barkley 
the  Lord  dudley  the  other  Lord  Chandois  the  Lord  deputy  or  presnt  and  many 
Knights  &  gentlemen  all  on  foot  from  the  priory  to  the  church  of  Saint  Maryes 
where  were  prepared  by  the  herralds  in  the  quire  placis  ffirst  for  a  clothe  of  estate 
very  riche  hangid  over  on  the  right  side  of  the  quire  at  the  entring  where  the 
Vikers  place  is  on  the  other  side  towards  the  vestry  in  the  third  stall  towards  the 
vestry  a  place  for  the  Earle  himself  to  sitt  in  over  wcU  places  that  is  to  say  under 
the  clothe  of  Astate  was  sett  upp  the  Armes  of  the  french  King  And  over  the 
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place  where  my  Lord  satfc  wass  fastenyd  my  Lords  owne  Amies  envyroned  w"1 
the  garter  and  wthout  the  garter  a  wrethe  of  gold  after  the  freiich  order  in  maner 
of  knotts  being  skallop  shelles  So  farre  of  the  quier  as  have  seates  was  hangid  ou 
bothe  sides  wUl  riche  clothe  or  leather  of  gold  veary  faire  All  the  rest  of  the 
chauncell  was  hangid  wth  arras  &  tapistry  And  round  about  were  fonrmes  sett 
for  the  nobles  gentlemen  and  others  to  sit  uppon  to  heare  the  sermon  on  the 
stall  before  my  Lord  lay  a  rich  clothe  wUl  a  faire  &  costly  cusshion  On  the 
communyon  table  was  laid  an  other  faire  clothe  of  arras  before  the  table  was  laid 
a  turkye  carpett  w heron  my  Lord  knelid  when  he  offred  wch  carpett  was  spied 
by  two  gentlemen  wherof  the  one  was  his  gentleman  Ussher  The  pulpitt  being 
sett  at  the  nether  end  of  the  Earle  of  Warwik's  tombe  in  thesaid  quier  the  table 
was  placed  where  the  alter  had  beine  At  the  comyng  into  the  quyer  my  Lord 
made  lowe  curtesie  to  the  french  Kings  amies  being  under  the  cloth  of  Astate 
and  so  was  brought  by  the  harroulds  to  his  owne  place  where  he  satt  and  heard 
the  sermone  After  the  sermon  endid  a  minister  went  to  the  communyon  table 
and  stonding  at  the  north  side  thereof  he  said  the  service  of  the  communyon 
untill  he  cam  to  thexhortacions  of  alms  &  relief  of  the  poore  then  the  said 
minister  went  to  the  mids  of  the  table  and  taking  in  hand  a  bason  of  silver 
then  readye  the  children  and  others  of  the  churche  sang  a  psalme  whiles  the 
herauld  clarenseaux  went  to  my  Lord  and  making  curtesie  to  him  my  Lord 
arose  and  folio wid  the  herauld  till  he  cam  before  the  place  where  the  french 
Kings  amies  stood  and  there  the  said  Earle  made  a  very  lowe  curtesie  from  thens 
both  the  herralds  going  before  my  Lord  cam  upp  to  the  communyon  table  where 
the  minister  stood  wth  his  bason  and  there  the  said  BarJe  kneling  downe  uppon 
a  rich  cuschion  of  white  tissue  he  kissed  the  bason  and  offred  one  piece  of  gold 
and  then  rising  he  went  downe  again  right  against  the  place  where  he  before  had 
satt  and  there  bothe  he  and  the  herrald  made  an  other  lowe  curtesye  before  his 
owne  armes  and  then  was  brought  upp  again  on  the  other  side  of  the  quier  by 
the  said  herraulds  to  the  said  communyon  table  and  there  offred  into  the  bason 
an  other  piece  of  gold  wch  done  the  said  herraulds  brought  him  again  into  his 
owne  place  where  sitting  downe  &  kneling  he  heard  the  rest  of  the  prayers  untill 
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fchend  Ami  so  in  the  same  order  as  lie  cam  to  the  churche  he  wth  all  the  rest 
returned  again  to  the  pryory  where  very  solemply  he  keapt  the  feast  wlh  liball 
bountie  &  great  cheare  himself  sitting  in  a  parlo1'  by  himself  wmout  any  company 
kept  the  state  &  was  servid  wth  many  dishes  all  covered  &  upon  the  knee  wfc 
assaye  (folio  38)  After  dynner  the  said  Earle  remayning  in  the  house  wth  his 
said  Robes  on  untill  evening  myndid  to  goo  again  to  evensong  but  the  weather 
being  fowle  &  very  great  rayne  he  could  not  goo  fuith  acording  to  his  entent  At 
eveng  prayer  the  bailief  &  his  company  were  again  redy  as  before  to  wait  upon 
bis  Lordship  but  for  the  rayne  aforesaid  they  were  dismissed  untill  the  morrow 
being  Sonday  at  morning  prayer  when  the  said  Bailief  &  company  were  again 
sent  for  to  attend  accordingly  on  my  Lord  to  the  churche  whither  his  lordship 
cam  again  not  in  his  Robes  but  in  bis  other  apparell  where  when  they  had  heard 
a  sermon  returned  again  to  his  Lodging  accompanied  &  attended  as  before  And 
at  the  entring  into  the  hall  of  the  priory  the  bailief  &  his  brethern  stonding 
togither  the  said  Earle  thankid  them  for  their  great  paynes  taken  wth  him  &  so 
depted  for  that  tyme  After  that  is  to  say  on  tuesday  morning  the  bailief  hearing 
that  the  said  Lord  woold  away  cam  to  the  priory  offring  their  further  service 
where  the  said  Earle  of  Leycester  cam  to  them  and  thankid  them  eftsones  bothe 
for  their  chardges  bestowed  on  him  &  also  for  their  paynes  and  took  them  all  by 
the  hands  to  the1'  grf  reioycing  And  so  deptid  And  in  his  way  riding  he  cam 
into  the  church  yard  viewied  where  he  might  build  a  convenient  house  for  to 
make  an  hospitall  for  c'teu  poore  pep1  But  not  liking  of  that  place  for  divers 
causes  Jhn  Butler  being  bothe  his  servant  &  one  of  the  principall  burgesses  of  this 
borough  said  unto  his  Lordship  that  the  towne  wold  bestowe  on  his  hon1"  towards 
the  said  hospitall  not  only  a  place  to  sett  the  same  uppon  but  also  a  chapell  & 
some  building  there  if  his  Lordship  thought  the  place  convenient  for  that  ppose 
w'h  chapell  &  other  things  being  alredy  made  woold  save  him  vc  mks  in  his  purse 
wcb  the  said  Lord  hearing  desired  to  see  the  place  presently  whereunto  the  said 
Joh"  Butler  brought  his  Lordship  w'hout  knowleig  of  bailief  or  any  other  And 
being  come  to  the  said  place  wch  is  the  burgers  hall  the  said  Earle  allighted  and 
went  into  the  same  &  so  into  the  chappell  &  viewing  the  same  liked  well  thereof 
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insomuch  that  his  Lordship  apointed  one  Spicer  being  Ins  Brveyor  of  his  woorks 
to  survey  the  same  \\"'  spede  <&  to  signifie  him  of  bis  opinion  so  the  said  Spicer 
w'n  two  or  tliree  days  after  was  by  the  said  Butler  brought  to  the  place  iS  was 
Bhewed  all  wch  he  thought  very  convenient  so  as  the  said  Earle  might  have  all 
as  well  the  chapel]  as  skolehouse  Burgers  ball  &  all  other  prmes  garden  &  buildings 
In  so  much  that  thereupon  he  wrote  as  as  it  semith  to  the  said  Earle  signifieng 
his  liking  thereof  hut  so  as  his  L  might  have  the  whole  orells  ho  thought  it  wold 
not  serve  the  turne  not  long  after  the  said  Earle  of  Leycester  wrot  to  his  servant 
J1"1  Butler  that  where  the  towne  of  Warwick  wold  bestowe  on  him  their  house  & 
ehappell  to  build  his  hospitall  on  as  he  told  him  and  that  theruppon  he  had 
caused  Spicer  to  view  the  same  who  had  signified  him  that  the  whole  was  little 
enough  for  his  purpose  he  nertheles  understood  that  the  towne  wold  reserve  to 
themselves  so  much  as  should  serve  for  the  skole  and  for  their  couusell  house  wc!l 
if  were  so  the  rest  woold  not  serve  his  turne  and  then  he  woold  found  his  said 
hospitall  at  Kenelworth  his  L  therfore  willed  the  said  Jo  Butler  to  speak  wf  them 
of  the  towne  and  to  know  whither  they  wold  let  him  have  all  the  whole  house 
ffor  wch  he  woold  give  the  towne  as  much  as  it  cost  &  more  and  that  he  wold 
signify  their  answer  w*  specie  upon  receipt  of  which  Ire  the  said  Jhn  Butler  made 
the  Bailief  pry  vie  thereof  And  the  Bailief  therfore  sent  to  all  the  priucipall 
burgesses  (folio  39)  to  be  at  the  churche  on  Saturday  night  the  xxvijth  of  October 
by  four  of  the  clok  where  met  the  said  Bailief  Willm  huddisdon  Eicherd  ffisher 
Jhu  Butler  John  ffisher  Symon  Yong  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  and  Bobart 
Phelippes  who  being  so  assemblid  the  said  Bailief  told  them  the  cause  of  their 
said  assembly  and  there  shewed  the  Ire  wch  was  then  red  amongs  them  wheruppou 
a  question  was  made  whither  we  woold  be  content  to  graunt  to  the  said  Earle  of 
Leicester  the  whole  house  or  not  whereupon  evry  man  giveng  his  opinion  it  was 
agred  by  all  that  the  whole  house  ehappell  &  other  things  there  should  be  given 
frely  to  my  L  w*hout  any  mony  taking  therefore  Saving  that  sute  &  request 
should  be  made  to  his  L  to  be  meane  to  the  Quenes  Ma^'  and  my  L  of  Warwik 
to  bestowe  on  the  towne  such  wast  grounds  such  as  the  said  Earle  of  Warwik 
tok   no  benefit  of  to  build  them  houses  for   themselves    &   for   the   skole    and 
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skolemaster  and  that  it  might  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester  to  bestovve  some  tymber 
or  other  thing  on  the  said  towne  towards  the  erection  of  the  said  houses  wcl1  was 
thought  wold  be  very  well  taken  in  the  said  Earles  hands  wl  great  thanks  And 
it  was  agreid  that  Jhn  Butler  should  signifie  this  much  privately  to  his  Lordship 
And  that  JUu  ffisher  should  have  a  Ire  from  &  under  all  their  hands  to  deliver  to 
his  L  offering  therew1  their  said  contentacion  At  which  tyme  also  it  was  agried 
that  where  the  towne  owith  to  Eicherd  ffisher  the  some  of  xxviii11  xiiis  xd  wch 
should  have  beno  paid  at  Michilmas  That  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher  should  have 
the  mony  owing  by  Willm  ffrekulton  ix1'  xviis  iid  in  pte  payment  of  the  said  debt 
an«l  that  Thomas  Burgeis  nowe  Bailief  should  deliver  to  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher 
the  bill  of  Mr  ffrekulton  for  the  same  monye  And  further  JUa  ffisher  upon  the 
soliciting  &  pswasion  of  the  said  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  was  content  to 
surrendr  the  Leace  he  had  of  the  tuithes  of  Saint  Marys  upon  Condicion  that  the 
comodities  rising  of  the  same  tuithes  shalbe  emploid  to  the  benefft  of  the  chamber 
of  this  borough. 


Memorand  that  on  Thursdaie  being  alhallou  day  &  the  first  daie  of  Novembr 
1571  in  the  xiijth  yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  souerayne  Lady  queue  Elyabeth  The 
bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  viz  Thomas  Burgess  bailief  Eicherd  ffisher  John 
Butler  Eicherd  Townesend  Eicherd  Eoo  John  ffisher  Symon  Yong  Willm 
ffrekulton  and  Eobart  phelips  assistid  w*  the  the  most  of  the  xxiiij  and  many 
others  of  the  comon  sort  of  this  borough  being  assemblid  in  their  burgers  hall 
restid  uppon  their  form1"  election  of  Eobert  Phelips  to  be  sworne  bailief  for  the 
yere  to  come  And  therfore  after  the  said  Eobart  Phelips  had  sealid  an  obligacion 
for  the  true  auuswering  of  such  things  as  should  come  to  his  hand  he  there 
Sobt  Bbiltpps  sfoorne  publikely  and  solemply  tok  his  othe  as  in  such  cases  was 
accustomid  Wherupon  the  estretes  of  the  yere  past  were 
delivered  unto  him  to  be  by  him  gatherid  And  then  the  said  Eobart  Philips 
bailief  having  apointid  hugh  waterson  to  be  his  s'iant  requirid  he  might  also  be 
sworne  w'1'  was  done  accordingly  all  wch  things  pfectid  the  said  newe  bailief 
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apointed  a  hall  or  meting  of  the  principall  burgesses  to  be  on  Sonday  next  by  one 
of  the  clok  desiring  snch  of  the  principall  burgesses  as  then  were  psent  to  be 
there  wch  was  promised  And  so  they  depting  from  thens  at  that  tyme  came  to 
the  church  again. 

On  Sonday  the  vth  of  Novemb1"  The  said  Bailief  associated  wth  the  gretest 
part  of  the  principall  burges  that  is  to  say  Eobart  Phelips  bailief  Eicherd 
ftisher  Wilhn  huddison  John  Butler  Thomas  Oken  Eicherd  Townesend  Eicherd 
Eoo  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Brookes  Symon  Yong  and  Willm  ffreculton  came  to 
the  church  acording  to  the  former  appointment  Where  debating  of  many  matters 
It  was  agreid  that  a  Ire  should  be  wrytten  to  aunswer  the  Earle  of  Leycester  his 
be  ropu  of  a  he  foritett  L  request  towching  the  Burgers  hall  The  tenor  of  wch  Ire  ensuith 
to  tbe  Carle  of  viz  To  the  right  honorable  or  most  singuler  good  Lord  therle 
leutcstcr  fohlj  grannt  0f  Leycester  one  of  the  quenes  ma"  most  honorable  pryvie 
of  %  burges  (mil*  counsaill.  Our  bounden  dueties  premised  Wheras  wee  are 
given  tunderstand  of  yor  1  most  (folio  40)  honorable  diposicion  in  founding  of  an 
hospitall  wtin  this  borough  wee  think  orselves  therby  as  by  many  other  yor 
benefites  most  debt  bound  to  yor  Lordshippe  And  therfore  in  token  of  part  of 
or  good  willes  doo  willingly  offer  &  most  freely  give  unto  yor  honor  our  house 
callid  the  Burgers  hall  w*  the  chappell  &  all  houses  &  buildings  therof  towards 
the  furtheraunce  of  the  same  yor  most  godly  determynacion  And  for  a  more  full 
&  pfit  assurance  wee  are  contentid  to  enfeof  yor  L  thereof  or  any  whom  yor  L 
honor  shall  apoint  to  the  use  aforesaid  by  writing  under  or  comon  seale  Wishing 
the  same  were  in  value  so  much  as  wee  could  think  worthye  the  bestowing  on 
yor  honor  but  such  as  it  is  yor  L  shall  have  wth  most  willing  herts  Trusting  & 
even  so  humbly  beseching  the  same  to  stond  or  good  lord  and  patrone  in  all  or 
reasonable  sutes  Wherin  (if  wee  might  be  so  bold)  we  woold  humbly  desire  yor 
L  to  give  favorable  hearing  to  this  bringr  on  or  behalfe  to  whom  wee  have  given 
comission  to  ympart  unto  yor  Lordshipp  not  onely  or  poore  estate  but  also  some 
wayes  howe  by  yor  most  honorable  meanes  the  same  may  be  relievid      And 
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thevby  bothe  wee  &  all  or  posteryfcye  shalbe  bound  fco  pray  for  yo1'  most  honorable 
Lorship  &  all  yors  whom  the  most  mighty  blesse  \vth  thencrease  of  all  hono1'  & 
eternal!  felycyty     Wry t ten  at  Warwik  this  vtu  of  November  1571 

After  wcb  he  wryten  upp  and  signed  w*  the  names  of  all  the  bailief  and 

principall  burgesses  it  was  delivred  to  the  said  John  ffisher  to  be  by  him  delivred 

to  the  said  Earle  of  Leycester      Than  the  said  John  ffisher  remembring  to  the 

Snmabmnabtbn  kihn     house  his  former  promise  of  surrendring  his  Leace  of  the  tuithes 

ffislur    of    a    Ir.uc     of  Saint  Maryes  proffered  the  same  Leace  to  them  acording  to 

. .   '    ,     his  said  form1'  promise  so  as  according  to  the  form1'  condition  the 

ctr.iuntco    to    nun    of  J  ° 

the  tuithes  of  Sain  towne  might  &  should  tak  the  benefit  of  the  same  tuithes  wch 
leace  was  acceptid  And  it  was  then  agreid  that  it  should  not  be 
cancelled  nor  surrendrid  untill  such  tyme  as  a  composicion  profferid  by  the 
tenuts  of  the  groundes  disparkid  were  pfted  under  the  hands  &  seles  of  all  the 
same  tennts  like  as  they  had  promised  wch  was  that  they  wold  yeld  yerely  to  the 
bailief  &  burgesses  and  their  successours  the  yerely  tuithes  of  herbage  of  the 
same  groundes  after  the  rate  of  viija  for  euery  vjs  viij'1  wuh  herbage  or  tuith  after 
that  rate  amounted  to  the  some  of  (  )  wch  they  promised  to  paye  yerely 

iLomposicion  for  the  ^rom  bensforth  at  Lammas  And  for  the  better  declaracion 
tuythesof  theqrounos  therof  M1'  Butler  showed  furth  a  writeng  as  articles  devised  by 
oisp.irhib  out  of  the  said  Tennts  yelding  therunto  &  off  ring  the  same  of  their 
owne  mocion  wl  request  to  the  bailief  and  burgesses  to  accept 
therof  wcb  they  were  contentid  to  do  so  as  that  agreamt  might  be  so  strongly 
devised  as  to  bind  them  &  their  successors  wch  Mr  Butler  undertook  y*  the  said 
Tennts  should  doo 


BTr  Okcn's  speebe  Then  was  proponed  by  Mr  Oken  crten  woords  alluring 

the  rest  to  heare  him  in  that  he  had  to  say  towching  the  state  of  the  said 
corporacion  wch  saith  he  is  a  thing  most  precious  to  be  estemid  being  obteynid 
not  only  by  great  industry  &  labor  of  or  predecessors   but  also  wth  no   small 
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chardges  and  expense  Which  nowe  had  being  well  ordevid  &  used  110,10111,1  was 
&  woold  be  further  benefit  to  all  fch'inhabitants  Wherein  not  only  they  did  & 
might  lyve  like  tree  men  out  of  the  fch.rald.ome  that  souk;  other  neighbo"  nowe 
are  in  bat  also  growe  to  great1'  wealth  and  ryches  as  others  before  fcyme  have 
done  Therfore  the  thing  being  so  precious  and  not  to  be  gotten  if  it  were  ones 
goon  his  advise  &  earnest  request  is  the  same  should  be  so  used  as  most  promt 
might  rise  therof  and  Longest  contynuance  might  folowe  Wherein  he  callid  to 
mynde  what  good  and  profitable  things  the  King  had  bestowed  wch  nowe  being 
in  or  possession  are  not  so  husbandly  handled  as  he  thinkith  they  might  namely 
for  this  cause  that  we  are  so  readyly  bent  to  graunfc  for  li tie  or  nothing  things  of 
good  value  &  that  wmout  due  consideracion  first  had  ffor  saith  he  if  either  Leace 
or  Advowson  or  other  of  o1'  comodities  hapen  to  fall  (Yea  many  tymes  before  they 
fall)  a  straunger  such  a  one  as  we  skantly  knowe  shall  by  opteyning  Lres  from 
the  noble  men  wyn  at  o1'  hands  those  comoditys  wherof  otherwise  being  well 
considered  of  might  growe  o1'  owne  comoditie  &  wealth  for  want  wherof  it  cometh 
to  pass  (folio  41)  that  the  towne  Ronneth  dalie  into  debt  And  so  not  hable  to 
support  the  necessary  charges  Wherfore  advisith  that  from  hensfurth  things 
should  be  better  lookid  on  and  that  we  be  not  so  ready  to  graunt  before  wee  may 
knowe  what  wilbe  given  and  that  having  presently  great  nede  we  shall  not  graunt 
any  thing  wf  bout  monye  nor  before  the  things  be  surveid  for  so  saith  he  was  the 
mano1'  emongs  them  of  the  Guild  and  so  pswading  earnestlie  to  mak  the  best  of 
or  owne  concludid  his  tale  wth  a  request  for  crten  poore  men  then  being  to  attend 
us  suing  to  have  the  book  of  the  whitaivers  and  fell  men  to  be  enlargid  wch  was 
graunted 


Then  John  ffisher  being  put  in  mind  by  M1'  Oken's  tale  of  a  sute  he  should 
make  movid  the  house  for  their  good  wills  to  be  extendid  towards  M1'  Huband 
who  greatly  desireth  to  have  the  next  presentation  or  advowson  of  the  vikarege 
of  Chadlesley  wch  advowson  the  said  Mr  huband  woold  not  desire  to  have  given 
him   freely  but    woold  be  content  to  yeld  somewhat  reasonably  for  the  same 
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Wherin  the  said  John  ffisher  being  his  solicito1'  travelid  earnestly  but  it  was 
aunswerid  that  there  had  bene  xj11  offred  for  the  same  advowson  by  one  of  or 
company  "Who  being  present  namely  Mr  Brooks  confessid  that  he  had  offred  so 
much  therfore  nertheless  he  is  not  nowe  mynded  to  give  half  so  much  so  in 
The  graunt  of  conclusion  Mr  Butler  ioyning  in  request  to  the  said  John  ffisher 
thadvowson      of        jfc  was  aareid  that  in  respect  of  the  good  will  wch  the  said  Mr 

Chadesley  to  °  f  b 

maister  iiubaud  huband  bare  to  the  towne  and  to  kepe  him  a  good  neighbor  he 

should  have  the  next  advowson  of  the  said  vikarage  of  Chadesley  paing  to  the 
bailief  and  burgesses  at  the  sealing  of  the  same  book  x1'  Then  steppith  fourth 
Mr  Townesend  and  Mr  Burgers  saing  they  doo  Knowe  that  one  will  give  for  the 
advowson  of  the  vikarage  of  Eusshok  xx11  wch  offer  liked  the  house  well  so  as  it 
was  willid  to  the  said  Mr  Townesend  to  bring  forth  the  partie  &  he  should  have 
it  for  xxu  And  so  for  that  tyme  the  Company  deptid  Wherupon  not  long  after 
John  ffisher  having  occasion  to  goo  to  London  took  w*  him  the  Ire  directed  to 
theiie  of  Leycester  wch  he  delivered  to  him  in  Leycester  house  in  london  the  ixth 
day  of  the  same  moneth  in  many  of  the  Lords  of  the  counsaill  &  others  being  wth 
the  said  Earl  of  L 


Mr  Fisher's  interview  with  the  Earl  of  Leicester. 

"  At  what  tyme  the  lordes  being  trowbled  wth  many  waightie  matters  the 
said  ffisher  could  then  have  no  tyme  for  conference  wth  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester 
about  those  matters  Wherfore  attending  a  more  convenient  leasnre  waytid  at 
the  court  at  Grenwich  where  on  Wensday  being  the  xxviith  of  the  same  moneth 
The  queues  Maty  riding  abrode  and  the  said  Earle  emongs  other  Lords  attending 
her  heighnes  the  said  ffisher  had  good  oportunytye  and  tok  such  tyme  as  the 
said  Earle  heard  him  at  Length  towching  the  message  which  the  said  ffisher  did 
acording  to  his  skill  sett  fourth  in  favor  of  the  said  Towne  declaring  w*  all  the 
assured  good  will  the  townes  men  had  unto  his  honor  and  therfore  had  offVed  as 
a  token  therof  their  burges  hall  and  Chappell  aforesaid  con tyne wing  dayly  wh 
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earnest  prayer  to  god  to  prosper  his  L  most  honorable  estate  and  good  mynd 
Wherof  the  said  Earle  tok  such  liking  that  he  yeldid  to  the  towne  his  harte 
thanks  promissing  to  do  for  them  any  thing  he  should  be  hable  Wuerupon  Liu; 
said  ffisher  movid  his  L  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Towne  that  wheras  by 
delivering  unto  his  Lordship  the  said  burges  hall  and  other  houses  therto 
belonging  wherby  also  they  had  disapointed  themselves  of  howses  necessary  as  of 
a  place  for  the  skble  to  be  kept  in  a  place  for  the  skole  maister  to  dwell  in  and  a 
hall  for  their  owne  conferrens  at  such  metings  and  assemblies  as  for  the  good 
goverment  of  the  said  towne  they  had  to  do  as  keaping  of  courtes  &  other 
conferrens  (all  wch  were  usid  in  the  said  burgers  hall)  It  might  please  his  honor  to 
be  meanes  to  the  quenes  maty  and  to  the  honorable  Lord  the  Earle  of  Warwik  his 
L  brother  that  the  town  might  have  given  them  a  chappell  stonding  over  one  of 
the  gates  of  the  said  towne  being  Euynouse  &  ready  to  fall  and  also  might  have 
the  house  callid  the  Shire  hall  and  the  ground  lieng  therto  wl  also  all  such  wast 
ground  Lieng  wlhin  the  said  borough  and  suburbes  wherof  the  said  Lord  of 
Warwik  took  no  comody tye  Wheron  the  said  towne  might  build  them  a  skoole  & 
place  for  the  skoleinr  and  make  them  an  other  hall  to  serve  their  purpose  And 
also  that  it  might  please  his  honor  to  bestowe  some  tymbr  on  the  said  towne  that 
the  towne  should  suffer  the  Assises  &  Sessions  to  be  kept  in  the  same  as  uowe  is 
used  (folio  42)  to  wcl1  the  said  Earle  made  litle  auuswere  saving  that  as  towching 
tymb1"  he  woold  give  some  to  serve  their  purposes  And  then  demaundid  of  the 
said  ffisher  what  lands  and  possessions  were  belonging  to  the  towne  And  to 
what  use  they  put  it  To  wch  the  said  ffisher  aunswerid  his  L  That  the  towne  had 
litle  land  or  none  but  a  fewe  beggerly  houses  and  some  tuithes  wcl1  it  pleasid 
King  henry  theight  to  give  unto  the  towne  to  crten  uses  wch  the  said  Earle  desired 
to  knowe  and  the  value  therof  and  howe  the  same  was  usid  wch  the  said  ffisher 
declarid  in  this  maner  That  after  the  King  had  gotten  the  college  and  the  Lands 
therto  belonging  being  p.  ann  M  marks  or  therabouts  The  townesmen  made  sute 
unto  his  Maty  That  where  they  were  destitute  of  ministers  &  sruice  by  reson  of 
the  dissolucion  of  the  said  college  That  it  might  like  his  hieghnes  to  make  the 
said  church  of  the  said  college  a  parish  church  And  to  bestowe  Living  on  some 
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either  pson  or  Vikar  to  govern  the  same  church  Wheruppon  it  likid  his  Maty  to 
eneorporate  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  by  the  name  of  Burgesses 
And  appointid  that  there  should  be  a  parish  church  and  a  Viker  and  tvvoo  clerks 
as  Assistants  And  for  that  purpose  gave  certen  tuithes  psell  of  the  possessions 
of  the  said  late  college  towards  the  mayntence  of  such  ministers  as  his  hieghness 
ordeyhyd  to  be  had  there  And  devised  that  their  should  be  a  free  skole  &  a 
skolem1'  w'hin  the  same  towne  And  gave  to  the  said  Burgesses  for  the 
mayntenning  of  the  said  Vikar  Skolemaister  &  others  Tuithes  emounting  to 
Lviii1'  by  yere  And  apponitid  what  euery  man  should  have  As  the  Vikar  of 
saint  Maryes  should  have  xx11  by  yere  the  Vikar  of  saint  Nicolas  by  yere  xx 
marks  the  skolemaister  x11  the  Vikar  of  Budbrok  ciijs  iii'1  The  byshop  of  Worcet1' 
xxs  tbe  Archdecon  xvjs  viij'1  and  resurd  to  his  hieghues  for  the  xth  of  the 
pmisses  yerely  vj1'  xiijs  iiijcl  besides  xls  for  the  tenth  of  the  Vikar  of  Saint  Maryes 
So  as  the  chardge  of  the  said  towne  issuing  yerely  was  above  the  value  given 
them  by  his  Maty  wch  was  supportid  by  other  meanes  by  the  pollyng  of  the 
Inhabitants  To  wch  his  L  said  he  thought  the  towne  had  not  had  so 
great  a  value  and  theruppon  askid  what  other  lands  the  towne  had  and  of 
what  possessions  the  house  nowe  given  him  was  And  therto  the  said  ffisher 
aunswerid  That  this  house  nowe  given  to  his  Lordshipp  was  sometyme  longing  to 
the  guild  in  Warwik  and  was  callid  the  guild  hall  And  that  the  Mr  of  the  guild 
and  his  brethern  peeving  that  the  lands  of  the  said  guild  should  goo  away 
considdring  also  the  great  chardge  the  towne  was  dayly  at  and  like  to  be  gave  to 
the  burgesses  of  the  said  towne  the-  said  house  callid  the  guild  hall  to  be  their 
burgers  hall  and  to  serve  the  prposes  aforesaid  and  gave  w'hall  x11  by  yere  towards 
the  mayntennce  of  the  chardge  of  the  said  church  of  Saint  Maryes  w'hout  wch 
they  had  not  bene  hable  this  long  to  maynteyne  the  chardges  laid  uppon  and 
yerely  encreasing  by  divers  occasions  And  wheras  the  salaryes  and  wages 
assigned  by  the  said  Kings  graunt  to  the  said  Vikars  &  Skolem1'  was  at  the  tyme 
of  the  graunt  thought  somewhat  reasonable  for  men  to  live  poorely  uppon  The 
prices  of  all  things  being  sins  that  tyme  risen  and  euery  mans  chardg  also 
encreasing  by  reason  of  wieves  and  children  the  stipends  then  apointed  being 
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paid  in  mony  is  not  sufficient  for  the  susteyning  of  learned  men  wh  their  famylies 
encreasid  by  that  meanes  It  might  therfore  like  his  honor  to  have  some 
considevacion  therof  And  be  meanes  unto  the  queues  Maty  to  bestowe  on  the  said 
towne  some  such  tuithes  as  yet  remayne  in  her  Maty's  disposicion  towards  the 
encreasing  of  the  said  ministers  Livings  And  to  make  the  living  oi  the  Vicar  of 
saint  Maryes  being  no  we  but  xxH  that  he  might  have  xxx  or  xl1'  by  yere  the  Vikar 
of  Saint  Nicolas  having  but  xiij1'  vjs  viij'1  might  have  xx1'  the  Viker  of  liudbrook 
having  but  ciijs  iiij'1  might  have  xu  The  skolem1'  having  but  xn  might  have  xx'ls 
And  so  those  places  might  be  furnished  wtu  learned  and  meet  men  gods  woord 
sincerely  tought  and  the  people  of  the  same  towne  besides  the  countrye  about  w* 
their  childern  better  instructid  And  so  his  lordship  should  be  partely  easid  of  his 
g*  chardg  wcl1  it  pleasith  him  nowe  to  bestowe  on  a  preacher  there  And  for  the 
better  understonding  and  reinebrance  therof  the  said  ffisher  deliverid  to  his 
Lordship  a  paper  wherin  briefly  was  sett  fourth  the  estate  of  the  said  towne  and 
their  humble  sute  in  survice  aforesaid  wcl1  paper  the  said  Earle  recevid  willingly 
but  kept  it  wth  him  saing  that  he  was  glad  to  peeve  that  wee  had  such  good 
myndes  to  the  ministerye  w'hall  wishing  to  god  that  he  may  do  so  much  wlh  her 
Maty  as  he  woold  and  so  for  a  tyme  pawsed  And  then  askid  what  good  trade  there 
was  in  the  said  towne  wherby  men  gayned  and  ho  we  the  poore  were  relieved  To 
wch  the  said  ffisher  aunswerid  that  the  nomb1'  of  the  poore  was  great  and  they 
were  (folio  43)  relievid  only  by  the  charitable  devocion  of  the  Inhabitants  both 
wth  collection  in  the  church  acording  to  the  statute  and  also  wh  meat  and  drink 
at  divers  psones  acording  to  euery  mans  habilitie  And  as  towching  any  great 
trade  there  was  none  to  be  reconid  of  but  the  most  part  of  men  were  provided  of 
corne  &  had  some  husbandry  wctl  was  the  chiefest  mayntennce  of  their  poore 
housekeping  Neuertheless  in  the  same  towne  were  men  that  wh  their  travaile 
Lived  uprightly  as  some  such  as  be  callid  mercers  using  to  buye  and  sell  spices 
Lyiinen  clothe  wuh  be  callid  drapers  wch  twoo  be  most  profitable  trades  whin  that 
towne  And  some  other  there  be  that  in  some  yeres  past  have  usid  to  buye  barley 
and  to  make  it  in  Malte  and  so  to  sell  it  again  Wherby  of  late  yeres  good  geynes 
hath  risen  though  nowe  not  so  profitably     Yea  saith  the  Earle  I  think  in  dede 
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that  by  making  of  malt  much  gayues  may  be  raised  for  saith  he  I  knowe  a  towne 
in  Essex  wherin  are  iiij°  or  v  worth  a  M11  or  MM1'  a  piece  that  have  no  other 
trade  but  malting  But  saith  he  I  m1'  vaile  you  do  not  devise  someways  amongs 
you  to  have  some  speciall  trade  to  kepe  your  poore  on  woork  as  such  as  Sheldon 
of  Beolye  devised  wch  my  thinkith  should  be  not  only  very  profittable  but  also  a 
meanes  to  kepe  your  poore  from  Idelnes  or  the  making  of  clothe  or  capping  or 
some  such  like  But  I  doo  greve  that  euery  man  is  only  carefull  for  himself  And 
I  think  you  be  most  of  you  graciers  and  given  as  in  most  places  men  are  to  easye 
trades  of  lief  providing  for  themselves  no  having  consideracion  to  their  posterytye 
wch  woold  not  so  be  And  therfore  saith  he  I  could  wish  there  were  some  speciall 
trade  devised  wherwith  having  a  good  stock  both  resonable  promt  might  arise 
and  yor  poore  sett  on  woork  Wherunto  I  would  be  glad  to  helpe  And  in  myne 
opinion  nothing  would  be  more  necessary  than  clothing  or  capping  to  both  wch 
occupacions  is  required  many  woorkemen  &  weamen  and  such  may  therin  be 
emploid  as  in  no  facultye  else  ffor  though  they  be  childern  they  maye  spyn  & 
carde  though  they  be  lame  they  may  pike  &  fre  wooll  &  doo  such  things  as  shall 
kepe  them  from  idelnes  &  wherof  some  comodity  may  growe  And  therfore  many 
such  poore  as  I  perceve  you  have  I  woold  to  god  you  woold  some  wayes  devise 
that  they  might  in  sort  be  relievid  and  yor  comonwelth  proffited  And  bicause  I 
am  of  that  countrye  &  mynde  to  plant  myself  there  I  woold  be  glad  to  further 
any  good  device  wth  all  my  hart  Wherfore  I  pray  you  emong  you  have  care  of 
these  thiugs  and  if  you  can  devise  wherin  I  may  promt  you  in  tides  matters  I 
wooll  Wheruppon  the  said  ffisher  renews  on  the  behalf  of  all  the  towne  & 
country  most  humble  thanks  not  only  for  this  but  for  many  other  his  honrable 
benefits  wherby  appeared  his  Lordship  good  affection  towards  the  said  towne  & 
countrye  And  as  concerning  such  trade  as  of  clothing  and  capping  he  thought 
the  same  were  veary  necessary  as  his  L  had  said  to  sett  the  poore  on  woork  But 
many  causes  there  were  that  hindered  the  same  especially  twoo  or  three  that  is 
chiefly  the  want  of  a  stock  w'hout  wch  clothing  in  no  wise  could  goo  forward  wcl1 
he  spak  of  his  experience  haying  knowen  divers  of  the  towne  taken  uppon  them 
to  make  cloth  And  bicause  they  were  not  hable  to  beare  the  chardge  therof  were 
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driven  to  give  it  over  And  surely  feawe  or  none  of  that  fcowne  is  hable  to  make 
any  sufficient  stok  for  that  purpose  besides  that  skilful!  men  are  wanting  wlhout 
\\"h  also  if  they  had  a  good  stock  woold  litle  prevaile  and  also  the  trade  of  clothing 
is  not  greatly  enioyed  bicause  of  the  dampe  &  stoppe  of  entercourse  and  many 
other  causes  To  w'1'  the  said  Earle  said  as  for  skilfull  men  may  be  provided 
either  from  Coventry  or  some  other  place  if  men  have  desire  &  care  so  to  doo  And 
as  for  the  stok  his  L  woold  be  meane  to  helpe  them  to  a  stock  if  he  might 
understand  it  might  be  well  used  but  if  by  his  travail  a  stock  might  be  provided 
and  refused  (as  in  Beaverley  it  was)  he  could  not  like  of  it  ffor  at  Beverley  the 
said  Earle  having  brought  to  passe  that  of  him  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  countrye 
a  stock  of  MM11  was  offred  to  the  towne  men  to  be  put  in  use  of  some  trade  in  this 
maner  that  the  said  townes  men  should  have  it  delivered  to  them  in  mony  or 
wooll  at  reasonable  price  to  be  by  them  occupied  and  paid  again  that  tyme  twelve 
monethes  and  to  have  it  always  a  yere  before  hand  during  six  yeres  This  offer 
being  made  to  the  said  townes  men  they  refusid  it  wch  was  thought  to  the  wiser 
sort  that  it  woold  have  bene  bothe  a  meane  to  put  their  Idel  poore  into  woorke 
and  so  gotten  them  a  speciall  good  trade  and  also  woold  have  resid  encrease 
wherwth  to  have  had  in  those  six  yeres  a  good  round  stock  of  their  owne  besides 
the  first  but  this  was  refusid  of  them  woh  sithens  they  have  repentid  and  woold  be 
glad  to  have  if  they  might  And  so  his  Lordship  said  that  he  doubtid  howe  if  any 
offer  of  like  were  made  to  or  towne  howe  it  woold  be  liked  of  (folio  44)  To  wch 
the  said  ffisher  aunswerid  that  albeit  he  had  no  comission  of  them  that  sent  him 
towching  those  matters  Yet  he  doubtid  not  but  that  offer  whensoever  should  be 
made  unto  the  towne  wold  be  not  only  not  refusid  but  most  thankfully  acceptid 
wh  such  duetifull  regard  to  his  L  for  so  honorable  consideracion  of  their  prosperous 
&  well  doings  to  the  furtheraunce  wherof  nothing  could  be  better  devised 
insomuch  as  the  comodotes  requisite  to  such  trades  are  bred  amongs  them  at 
home  in  the  same  country  And  therfore  most  humbly  besought  his  Lordship  to 
contynewe  his  good  mynd  therm  Wherwtn  the  Earle  said  willed  the  said  ffisher 
to  ympart  this  devise  to  his  company e  to  thend  they  may  think  theruppon     wch 
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if  it  be  likid  his  L  said  he  woold  further  it  to  his  uttermost  So  entring  into 
other  concaciou  his  L  asked  whither  I  had  comission  to  mak  him  a  dede  of  the 
house  bestowed  uppou  him  or  whether  he  must  have  it  from  the  towne  and  the 
said  ffisher  aunswerid  that  he  had  no  comission  so  to  doo  but  the  dede  must  come 
from  the  towne  and  passe  their  comon  seale  and  theruppon  he  askid  what  seale 
we  had  and  of  what  forme  it  was  wch  the  said  ffisher  discribid  aswell  as  he  could 
then  rememberW  Then  his  L  desired  that  the  dede  might  be  made  &  sealid  wth 
as  good  spede  as  might  be  wch  the  said  ffisher  promissed  to  be  done  in  all  things 
towching  the  towne  that  was  for  the  sealing  therof  but  for  the  devising  and 
making  was  requisit  to  be  done  by  the  L  counsull  to  wch  his  L  aunswrid  that  he 
had  willed  Peniston  his  solicto1"  to  conferre  wth  the  said  ffisher  therabouts  woh  the 
said  ffisher  confessid  was  done  and  that  some  question  grewe  betwene  them  for 
the  maner  of  the  drawing  therof  wherin  he  was  humbly  to  move  his  hono1'  for  his 
pleasure  to  be  signified  whither  it  might  lik  his  lordshippe  to  have  the  use  putt 
■  into  the  dede  or  not  wcl1  to  doo  the  towne  woold  graunt  acording  to  his  L  pleasure 
wheruppon  making  a  litle  pause  It  pleasid  his  L  thus  to  aunswer  That  he 
trustid  the  towne  woold  bestowe  thenheritance  of  the  same  house  uppon  him 
And  so  doing  hit  likid  him  well  that  the  world  should  knowe  their  good  willes 
therin  and  therfore  was  veary  well  content  that  woords  might  be  put  into  the 
dede  to  signifie  the  use  which  nevertheles  he  woold  never  have  put  to  any  other 
use  or  prpose  neither  woold  have  desired  but  for  the  convenyency  of  the  place 
And  dothe  veary  much  desire  his  entencion  might  goo  forwarde  w*  as  good  spede 
as  maye  be  and  that  he  may  have  his  assurance  the  soner  bicause  he  myndeth  to 
set  men  on  woork  there  assone  as  the  season  will  suffer  and  askid  the  said 
ffishers  opinion  whither  he  thought  vc  ml<s  woold  make  the  place  readye  wch 
the  said  ffisher  thought  woold  be  sufficient  and  aunswerid  that  he  trustid  his  L 
should  save  vc  mks  in  having  his  house  &c  And  so  the  said  ffisher  brought  downe 
the  dede  devised  and  writen  upp  And  making  reaport  to  the  bailief  &  the  rest 
of  the  burgesses  on  friday  the  ixth  of  decebr  of  all  the  aforesaid  matters  there  the 

(a)  The  Borough  seal  represents  a  walled  town  with  warders  on  the  towers  blowing  horns.     On 
one  side  is  the  sun,  on  the  other  the  moon. 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  5J 

the  said  dede  was  red  emongs  them  and  it  was  agreid  that  the  same  should  be 
sealid  on  the  Wensday  following  and  sent  upp  to  the  said  L  w*  as  good  spede  as 
might  be  and  that  one  of  that  company  should  cary  upp  the  dede  and  should 
followe  the  sute  before  begonne 


The  Death  and  Burial  of  the  Makquis  op  Northampton. 

®bc  htwih  miir  bnvuull  "  Nowe  whiles  thes  things  were  thus  in  doing  happenid 

of  the  HTurqucs  a  thing  thought  worthie  to  be  remebrid  the  rather  because  it 
$°rt|}*s  hapned  in  this  place  by  occasion  of  the  coming  of  the  said  Earle 

to  this  towne  of  Warwik  And  this  it  was  as  is  afore  remebred  Amongs  many 
noble  personages  coming  to  this  towne  to  accompanye  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester 

This  was  Sr  Willm  One  William  Lord  Marquesse  of  Northampton  being  of  the 
Parr  whom  Henry  quenes  pryvie  counsaill  being  long  before  sick  and  sore  trowbled 
„     e    „ ,  „       '    .     with  the  gowte  cam  w1  his  ladye  and  wief  to  Warwik  aforesaid 

Esses  &  Ed  6  created  °  J 

him  Marquesse  of  being  so  payned  &  feble  that  he  was  not  hable  to  goo  or  stand 
North'0"  but  was  carryed  betwene  two  of  his  srvnts  from  place  to  place 

upon  a  stoole  for  that  ppose  devised  This  Marquesse  there  contynewing  was 
sometyme  better  and  sometymes  worse  but  at  no  tyme  hable  to  goo  out  of  the 
chambr  In  so  much  that  the  said  Earle  of  Leicester  depting  wk  the  rest  of  the 
noble  men  &  others  left  the  said  Marques  at  Thomas  Eisners  house  untill  he 
might  be  better  recoverid  and  assigned  officers  to  diffray  the  chardges  of  his  dyet 
&  other  things  whiles  he  should  be  there  wotl  was  longer  than  was  expected  ffor 
13°  Eliz.  1571  so  it  hapned   that  god  had  apointed   his  tyme  that  on  saint 

Simons  and  Judes  day  about  iiijor  of  the  clock  in  the  after  none  the  said  late 
Marquesse  gave  up  the  ghost  veary  cristianly  by  all  reaport  leaving  behind  him 
a  Ladye  Marchionesse  a  straunger  borne  in  Swecia  the  doughter  of  a  knight 
whiles  he  lived  whose  name  was  woolf  this  lady  being  bothe  yong  and  faire  cam 
into  Englond  attending  on  the  Lady  of  cicilia  &  here  left  behind  at  the  request 
of  this  late  noble  man  and  was  placed  to  attend  the  queues  maty  her  privie 


52  THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

ciiamb1'  uutill  such  fcyme  as  god  wold  suffer  the  said  Marques  (having  then  a  wief 
a  live  though  divorced  from  him)  (folio  45)  to  be  cowpled  wth  her  in  marriage  as 
he  was  in  dede  uppon  the  death  of  the  late  Ladye  Bowser  This  Marquisse  so 
decessid  not  the  richest  man  in  Englond  nor  of  sufficient  living  to  make  his  said 
Ladye  any  jointure  It  was  doubtid  howe  and  by  whom  he  should  be  buryed  ffor 
the  said  Lady  had  not  wherewh  to  beare  the  chardge  and  therfore  Order  was 
give  that  his  corps  should  be  enchestid  and  kept  until  the  queues  pleasure  therein 
might  be  knowen  And  after  that  some  demaund  towelling  that  matter  was  made 
to  the  Erie  of  Pembrooke  (his  sisters  sonne)  his  L.  offred  towards  the  funerall  c11 
(as  it  was  said)  wch  being  thought  not  sufficient  to  bear  those  chardges  It 
pleasid  her  Maty  to  tak  the  whole  charge  uppon  her  and  appointid  howe  all  things 
should  be  done  giveng  great  chardge  to  the  heraulds  to  see  his  obsequies  pformed 
wth  all  solempnitie  acording  to  his  honorabls  callng  and  therfore  apointid  Garter 
the  king  at  Amies  Norrey  and  Lancaster  being  herralds  to  be  at  thes  funeralls 
and  appointid  such  clothe  &  other  things  as  was  necessary  to  be  taken  out  of  her 
great  wardrobe  to  the  doing  therof  And  assyned  John  ffortescue  esquire  mr  of 
her  said  wardrobe  to  see  the  diffraing  of  all  maner  of  charge  towching  that 
buriall  All  which  things  being  put  into  order  the  said  m1'  ffortescue  and  Garter 
&  the  other  heralds  cam  to  Warwik  on  Sonday  the  second  of  Decembr  1571  and 
there  delivered  to  divers  gentlemen  and  others  their  liveryes  viz  of  black  clothe 
v  yards  for  evry  gentleman  &  for  evry  srvnt  man  ij  yards  and  prepared  all  things 
against  the  funerall  apointid  to  be  on  the  Wensday  following  being  the  Vth  of 
Decebr  At  which  funerall  was  said  should  have  bene  the  Barle  of  Pembrook 
chief  roomer  The  lord  Barklay  &  lord  Vaux  and  the  Bisshopp  of  Worcetor  to 
have  done  the  obsequies  but  howe  soever  it  hapned  neither  the  Earle  of  Pembrook 
Lord  Vaux  nor  bisshop  cam  not  So  as  the  L  Barkley  was  chief  Manye  other 
knights  and  gentlemen  were  away  wcl1  were  said  should  have  bene  there  But 
such  as  were  there  were  placid  by  the  heraulds  And  whan  all  things  were  made 
redy  the  corpes  was  set  furth  in  maner  folowing  viz.  before  the  corpes  went 
priests  &  ministers  to  the  nombr  of  xx  or  thereabouts  then  followcl  William 
Beaumont  in  a  black  gowne  &  whood  bearing  the  standerd  of  the  late  Marquesse 
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then  yong  Mr  Lane  bering  his  banner  Then  followid  Lancaster  in  his  coal  of 
amies  and  berith  his  coat  Anno1'  Then  Norrey  who  berith  his  sworde  &  targe 
Then  followeth  Garter  who  beareth  his  hed  piece  &  crest  Then  eometh  the 
corpes  being  borne  of  eight  gentlemen  in  black  gownes  on  the  coffin  was  laid  a 
lardge  paule  of  the  quenes  being  of  cloth  of  silver  and  bandekin  hangi  1  about  with 
eskuchiens  wch  was  supportid  by  ffoure  other  gentlemen  about  the  corpes  were 
carried  by  iiij"1'  other  gentlemen  in  black  gownes  iiij01"  bannerrolcs  of  dissent 
And  then  followe  the  mourners  viz  The  Lord  Barkley  which  mornr  assisted  by 
Mr  Willm  Gordge  the  pencioner  Then  followe  S1'  Eicherd  Knyghtley  and  Sr 
Eobert  Lane  in  black  gownes  Then  S1'  ffulke  Grevile  &  Mr  clement  Throkmfcon 
Then  M1'  George  woolf  my  Ladyes  brother  &  one  Mr  Wake  all  in  black  gownes  & 
whoods  Then  followid  other  gentlemen  &  yomen  of  the  said  Maquesse  to  the 
nombr  of  x  or  therabouts  gentlemen  in  gownes  &  yomen  in  coates  of  black  Then 
Mr  clement  Throkmton's  srvnts  to-  the  nombr  of  xx  all  in  black  though  not  of  that 
livery  Then  followed  M1"  ffrekulton  ye  bailifs  deputy  and  the  rest  of  the  principall 
burgesses  w*  divers  comoners  of  the  towne  and  then  lastly  srving  men  in  their 
Maisters  liveryes  In  this  order  they  procedid  till  they  cam  to  the  chnrch  where 
was  prepared  in  the  bodie  of  the  churche  a  hearse  stonding  upon  iiij"1"  pillers 
railid  the  pillers  being  by  estimacion  xij  foot  hiegh  covered  wl  black  clothe  having 
a  tester  of  black  clothe  on  wcl1  were  fastenyd  v  seuchions  of  his  Armes  in  metall 
The  valance  of  black  vellet  &  russet  taffata  w*  a  fringe  of  black  silk  uppon  the 
pillers  were  fixed  skutchions  of  his  armes  to  the  nomb1'  of  xij  about  the  valence 
wh  like  seuchions  to  the  nomb1"  of  xj  on  the  topp  over  the  valence  were  sett  fourth 
pennons  of  his  armes  in  mettall  upon  sarcenet  to  the  nomb1'  of  xl  w'hu  the  hears 
was  a  table  sett  wheron  the  corpes  was  laid  for  the  tyme  of  the  srmon  on  the 
pawle  laid  on  the  corpes  was  laid  downe  his  coat  Armo1'  his  sworde  &  targe  and 
his  helmet  and  crest  being  a  maydens  head  stonding  on  his  helmet  wl  a  wreathe 
or  Eole  of  black  &  yealowe  sarcenet  having  mantells  of  black  vellet  hanging 
downe  on  either  side  wl  knoppes  guilt  &  w*  tarseltes  of  black  silk  fringe  (folio  46) 
Then  was  song  a  psalme  and  that  endid  the  srmon  began  wch  was  made  by  Mr 
Eaffe  Griffin  preacher  whoo  took  for  his  Theame  thes   woords  viz       certamen 
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bonura  decertaui  cursum  consummaui  fidem  seruaui  quod  surperest  reposita 
est  michi  Justicie  corona  quara  reddet  michi  dominus  in  illo  die  qui  est  iustus 
Judex  :  noil  solum  autem  michi  sed  omnibus  qui  diligunt  aduentu  ipsius  &c<a) 
wherein  bothe  learnedly  and  eloquently  he  sett  fourth  the  lief  of  man  to  be  a 
v.  arfare  and  ffyht  impugned  by  many  enemyes  namely  the  devill  the  world  and 
the  flesh  And  howe  evry  cristian  man  ought  to  fight  against  them  &  with  what 
armor  he  should  be  furnisshed  and  then  the  victorye  folowing  that  is  the  crowne 
of  glovye  wherin  also  did  much  recomend  the  vertue  of  this  late  Marques  how 
strongly  he  had  shewed  himself  even  till  the  last  end  &  gaspe  most  cristianly  by 
his  testimonye  as  an  eye  witnes  and  the  assured  hope  he  had  in  his  rest  besides 
declared  the  great  losse  had  happenyd  by  his  taking  a  way  not  only  to  that  good 
lady  his  wief  but  also  to  all  his  srvnts  as  well  gentlemen  as  others  whom  he 
recomfortid  on  that  he  was  deptid  to  God  &c  which  srmon  so  endid  they  pcedid 
to  the  fuuerall  in  maner  following  flirst  come  the  thre  heraulds  in  order  Lancaster 
norrey  and  Garter  and  after  them  John  watts  as  gentleman  ussher  to  my  L 
Barkley  Then  the  lord  Barkley  who  was  assisted  by  Mr  Willm  Gordge  bering  his 
trayne  and  all  the  other  morners  attending  on  the  said  lorde  who  was  so  conveid 
from  the  hearse  into  the  Quire  where  at  the  comunyon  table  stod  the  vikar  of 
saint  Maryes  after  he  had  begonne  the  comemoracion  of  the  comunyon  so  farre 
till  he  cam  to  the  sentences  for  Eelief  of  the  poore  whereof  whan  he  had  redd  two 
or  three  verses  he  staid  being  so  apointed  by  the  heraulds  and  taking  of  a  bason 
there  prepared  in  his  hand  he  recevid  the  offring  brought  by  the  said  lord  barkley 
and  others  and  the  offrings  were  in  this  manner  ffirst  the  said  lord  being  brought 
upp  as  before  is  said  offred  for  the  Estate  a  purse  of  gold  being  v1'  Then  after 
curtesye  made  aswell  by  the  said  lord  as  the  herralds  &  others  the  said  lord  & 
others  are  conveid  again  to  their  place  about  the  hears  And  then  Garter 
making  lowe  curtesye  to  the  said  Lord  barkley  the  said  L  arriseth  again  & 
followeth  Garter  who  bringeth  him  to  the  comunyon  table  again  where  the  vikar 
holding  still  the  bason  the  said  Lord  offreth  xiid  for  himself  woh  done  the  said 
Gaiter  conveid  the  said  Lord  again  to  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  corpes  stonding 

(a.)  II.  Tim.  c.  iv.,  v.  7,  8. 
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still  in  the  body  of  the  chun-li  and  after  obeyzance  done  (Jailer  Btondeth  still 
Then  come  Norrey  and  Lancaster  and  making  curtesy  the  to  8r  Richerd 
Knyhtley  and  S1'  Robart  Lane  they  two  arrise  to  whom  the  two  bevralds  deliver 
the  coate  Armor  wcb  is  holden  betwen  the  said  Sr  Bichard  &  Sr  Robart  and  is 
brought  in  sollempe  maner  &  offred  at  the  connmyon  table  to  the  Vikar  w  b  done 
they  are  conveid  to  their  place  by  Norrey  but  Lancaster  stondeth  still  at  the  table 
Then  Norrey  takith  the  sword  &  delivereth  it  to  Sr  ffulke  Grevile  who  wl  Mr 
Throkmton  be  brought  in  former  maner  to  the  comunion  table  there  they  offer 
the  sword  to  the  Vikar  as  before  and  so  are  brought  again  to  their  place  Than 
Norrey  delivereth  to  Mr  George  Woulf  and  Mr  Wake  the  targe  who  taking  it 
betwene  are  conveid  by  Norrey  to  the  said  comunyon  table  &  there  offre  it  and 
so  are  reduced  to  their  places  Then  Norrey  delivereth  to  S1"  Richerd  Knyghtley 
and  S1'  Robart  Lane  the  headpiece  and  crest  which  betwene  them  they  bring  upp 
and  offer  as  aforesaid  Then  bothe  Norrey  and  Lancaster  goo  downe  conveng  the 
said  Knyghts  to  their  placs  And  this  done  Norrey  bringeth  upp  again  Sr  Richerd 
Knyghtley  &  S1'  Robart  Lane  to  the  table  where  they  offer  pieces  of  silver  Than 
Lancaster  bringeth  up  S1'  ffnlke  Grevile  &  M1*  Clement  Throkmton  who  also  offer 
Then  Norrey  bringeth  up  Mr  George  Woulf  &  Mr  Wake  who  likewise  offer  Then 
Lancaster  bringeth  up  Mr  ffortescue  M1'  Olney  M1'  Butler  and  Mr  Mousewold 
who  were  the  supporters  of  the  paule  and  thes  all  offer  and  depte  again  to  their 
placs  Then  doth  Norrey  bring  up  Mr  Willm  Lane  who  offreth  up  the  great  square 
banner  Then  Lancaster  bringeth  up  Willm  Beaumont  who  offreth  up  his  standerd 
Then  Lancaster  bringeth  up  all  the  Marques  men  who  offer  in  order  first  Mr  Oddel 
Rowse  Mr  Snobal  having  white  staves  as  officers  then  all  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen 
&  so  the  yomen  Evry  man  in  his  order  and  office  who  after  they  have  offred  depte 
downe  again  After  all  thes  offrings  done  &  a  fewe  prayers  said  &  a  psalme  sung 
during  the  tyme  of  the  offring  The  corpes  (folio  47)  is  by  eight  gentlemen  assisted 
w*  the  iiijor  supporters  taken  up  from  the  table  w%n  the  hearse  and  brought  upp 
attendid  on  by  the  foure  gentlemen  that  bare  the  banner  Roles  till  they  come  to 
the  place  made  for  the  grave  being  right  agaynst  the  tombe  in  the  quier  on  the 
north  side  of  the  same  tombe  betwene  the  doores  of  the  vestry  and  the  chapter 
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house  where  the  same  corpes  is  enterrid  togither  w*  the  white  staves  of  the 
officers  &  many  teares  there  to  rest  till  God  otherwise  provide  And  so  thes 
obsequies  done  the  Lords  and  gentlemen  repayre  to  Mr  ffisher's  to  dynner  And 
ther  had  a  veary  great  feast  all  at  the  chardge  of  the  quenes  maty  till  dynner  was 
done  Then  on  the  morrowe  the  coat  Anno1'  helme  crest  targe  and  sword  were 
hangid  up  &  so  were  the  Standerd  banner  and  banner  Eoles  over  the  place  where 
the  bodie  lieth  And  so  all  thes  thyngs  finnisshed  the  herraulds  claiming  the 
hearse  &  all  about  it  to  be  their  frees  woold  have  taken  the  same  downe  the  next 
day  but  uppon  entreaty  to  let  it  stond  they  were  content  to  sell  it  to  Jo.  ffisher 
who  gave  them  eight  pounds  therfore  In  wch  bargain  he  had  none  of  the  cloth 
wcb  was  hangid  on  the  utter  Eales  neither  about  the  sides  of  the  church  but  only 
that  about  the  hearse  wch  he  bought  not  so  much  for  the  value  therof  as  for  that 
the  country  people  resorting  to  the  towne  might  see  the  honorable  order  of  part 
of  the  said  funerall  wch  stonding  is  also  a  bewtifieng  of  the  church  " 


The  Assistant  Burgesses  rebel. 

Memord  That  on  Sonday  the  xvjth  of  Deceb1'  1571  Eobart  Phelippes 
bailief  made  his  Acompt  of  his  burgers  office  for  the  yere  past  by  wch  Acompt 
appeared  his  Eeceipts  to  be  iiijxx  vju  vjs  wherof  his  payments  to  be  Lxix11  viijs 
iij'1  besides  some  supers  as  in  the  same  Acompt  appeareth  At  this  Acompt  were 
present  Willm  huddison  Eicherd  ffisher  John  Butler  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Brook 
Symon  Yong  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  and  Thomas  Burgeisse  chief  and 
principall  Burgesses  and  of  the  comoners  were  psent  John  Grene  John  Eidgeley 
Thomas  cawdrye  Thomas  Allen  Philipp  Coo  Eicherd  Tuskott  humfrey  crane 
John  Griffin  Bar  hurlbut  John  Bikar  Nicolas  Purflowe  John  hicks  Thomas 
chapman  henry  Chapleyn  Eoger  Weale  Baldwin  Benford  &  John  Balies  who 
heaiing  the  said  accompt  declarid  were  required  to  goo  togither  and  to  elect  and 
chose  of  the  principall  Burgesses  one  such  as  to  them  should  be  thought  metest 
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to  execute  the  office  of  Burgeis  and  to  receve  the  rents  due  to  the  said  borough 
acording  to  the  accustomed  order  w(;l1  choice  the  principall  Burgesses  were 
contentid  to  give  to  the  said  com  oners  the  rather  to  sigtiifie  their  good  opinions  of 
them  and  therby  their  favor  they  bare  them  woh  was  of  the  said  comoners 
lightly  regardid  as  may  appeare  ffor  y mediately  uppon  the  request  made  unto 
them  to  goo  togither  to  make  choice  as  aforesaid  Their  prolocuto1"  John  Grene 
being  as  it  may  be  thought  prepared  to  that  prpose  As  the  mouthe  of  all  the 
said  comoners  said  That  wheras  they  were  requested  to  chose  a  newe  burges  of 
the  principall  burgesses  he  &  his  company  thought  themselves  therin  greatly 
restrayned  to  mak  their  choice  in  that  maner  and  shewed  that  they  all  desired  to 
knowe  whither  the  principall  burgesses  might  not  make  choice  wlhout  them 
wch  was  told  them  they  might  but  bicause  of  their  more  frendly  neighborhood 
It  pleasid  M1"  Bailief  and  the  principall  burgesses  to  associat  them  in  thes  cases 
more  of  curtesy  than  for  any  necessitye  Wherunto  the  said  Grene  aunswerid 
Than  is  or  being  heare  in  vayne  &  to  no  prpose  and  therfore  desired  they  might 
have  licens  to  depart  Wherunto  Mr  bailief  told  them  that  their  being  there  was 
not  in  vaine  but  veary  necessary  being  required  so  to  be  by  him  who  may  call 
them  or  any  of  them  at  any  tyme  for  his  assistance  as  nowe  they  were  to  mak 
choice  of  a  burgeis  as  before  tyme  they  had  used  to  doo  Wherunto  the  said 
Grene  aunswerid  in  the  name  &  for  the  rest  That  they  had  bene  often  callid  to 
this  acompt  of  the  Burgeis  from  yere  to  yere  and  being  there  they  have  seen  that 
yerely  there  hathe  bene  brought  in  mony  as  the  Bemayne  of  evry  mans  acompt 
But  after  the  same  hathe  bene  so  brought  in  they  could  never  be  pryvie  What 
cam  of  that  nionye  neither  in  whose  keaping  it  was  nor  howe  it  was  bestowed 
neither  were  they  made  privie  of  the  graunting  of  any  thing  by  the  said  borough 
but  were  used  as  ciphers  not  to  be  reconid  of  Besides  that  there  be  other  things 
wherein  he  &  his  company  were  desirous  to  be  resolued  And  thinkith  that  there 
might  be  better  order  in  their  Accompts  then  is  used  To  wcl1  they  were  willed 
that  if  they  found  themselves  in  any  thing  grevid  they  should  utter  their  mind 
reasonably  towching  the  points  of  their  grief  Wherin  the  bailief  and  principall 
burgesses  promised  to  resolve  them  as  they  were  hable      Then  said  Grene  one 
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matter  is  (folio  48)  That  where  they  heare  allowance  of  cs  given  for  a  fee  to  Mr 
ffisher  There  desire  is  to  knowe  whither  the  same  hath  bene  used  to  be  allowed 
there  or  not  &  so  the  said  Grene  pawsed  Whenunto  it  was  willid  him  to  procede  if 
he  had  any  mo  questions  or  other  matters  as  if  he  had  they  should  be  aunswerid 
togither  Then  said  he  an  other  thing  is  that  where  there  is  a  chardg  of  & 
confession  of  the  Eecept  of  crten  lands  callid  the  corporation  lands  They  think 
it  good  that  the  said  lands  should  be  declaried  what  lands  they  bee  and  where 
they  lie  to  thend  they  may  be  known  And  other  matters  they  have  wcU  be  but 
mocions  or  warnings  as  things  whrof  they  have  not  much  to  doo  And  that  is  yl 
as  he  &  others  of  his  felowship  use  to  travail  abrode  they  heare  of  some  fault 
found  in  the  maisters  of  the  towne  for  not  using  the  mony  of  M1'  Willingtons  & 
Mr  Whately  so  well  as  should  be  ffor  saith  he  it  is  knowen  that  the  same  monye 
is  to  be  lent  out  but  as  farre  as  they  can  heare  there  is  but  litle  delivered  out 
And  therfore  they  heare  say  the  same  mony  shalbe  callid  back  again  out  of  their 
handes  And  so  there  pavvsid  again  Saing  thies  be  the  grieves  wcU  they  mislike 
Wherupon  Mr  Balief  required  them  to  w^drawe  themselves  for  a  tyme  till  he  & 
his  company  might  confere  towching  their  aunswer  &  satisfieng  woh  they  did 
And  not  long  after  they  were  callid  again  before  the  said  balief  &  principall 
burgesses  who  had  apointid  Jo.  ffisher  to  aunswer  them  in  this  manner  That 
Mr  bailief  and  his  companye  had  considered  of  their  mocions  And  had  very  well 
accepted  their  resonable  behavio1'  in  declaring  their  griefs  in  such  quiet  maner  & 
therbye  contentid  the  rather  to  doo  what  may  be  to  satisfie  their  demaunds  And 
first  as  towching  the  monye  brought  in  as  the  remayne  of  euery  burgers  acompt 
his  pleasure  is  they  should  understand  the  same  hath  bene  diffraid  and  laid  out 
for  divers  purposes  in  such  wise  and  for  such  causes  as  uppon  this  their  soden 
requests  can  not  pticulerly  be  declared  but  bicause  they  might  have  some  gesse 
therof  he  desired  them  to  call  to  mynde  the  coming  of  the  Quenes  maty  to  this 
borough  wch  was  no  small  thing  besides  that  howe  from  tyme  to  tyme  yerely  the 
towne  hath  bene  chardgid  wth  presents  bestowid  upon  noble  men  &  others 
and  w'hall  praid  them  to  consider  howe  the  ffee  fermes  being  yerely  v11  for  the 
bailiwik  might  be  aunswered  if  that  monye  should  not  helpe  that  waye  especially 
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for  thies  vij  or  viij  yeres  in  which  feawe  estimates  or  none  at  all  were  leavied 
Wherof  if  they  had  consideracion  they  should  not  nede  to  ask  that  question  And 
as  towelling  the  allowance  given  to  John  ffisher  it  is  in  respect  of  sruice  to  the 
towne  aswell  for  matters  towching  the  hailiewik  as  the  Burgarshippe  wherin  they 
are  many  ways  to  use  him  and  therfore  have  given  him  that  fee  to  he  paid  either 
by  the  bailief  or  burges  as  he  shall  require  and  monye  srve  wherin  saith  the  said 
ffisher  of  himself  besides  his  commission  That  if  the  having  of  that  fee  be  grevous 
to  the  towne  he  will  not  so  chardg  them  but  wilbe  content  bothe  to  leave  his  said 
fee  &  patent  And  the  busynes  he  takith  in  hand  And  towching  the  pticuler 
declaracion  of  the  lands  callid  the  corporacion  Lands  M1'  Bailief  desirieth  them 
all  to  have  that  opinion  of  him  &  his  company  that  though  the  same  be  not  for 
length  of  writing  pticulerly  sett  furth  Yet  willith  them  to  think  that  they  be  not 
ignorant  what  the  same  lands  be  nor  where  they  lie  or  that  they  kepe  not  a  good 
record  therof  registred  in  the  burgers  book  wch  was  pticulerly  red  unto  them 
And  lastly  towching  the  mony  of  Mr  Willington  &  Mr  Whateley  he  takith  their 
warning  in  that  point  in  good  part  but  for  aunswer  Lettith  them  knowe  wth 
those  monyes  they  shall  not  nede  to  tiowble  themselves  neither  wth  the  care  to 
see  the  same  disbursed  wcl1  is  reported  to  the  trust  of  divers  who  be  bound  for  the 
same  monye  and  disposing  therof  unto  whom  whan  it  shall  please  them  to  call 
for  it  a  Recoiling  shall  be  made  to  satisfie  them  that  have  to  doo  therwtU  which 
they  have  not  And  therfore  Mr  Bailief  and  his  company  frendly  require  them  not 
to  trowble  their  heads  any  further  about  those  matters  but  to  goo  to  that  matter 
which  they  come  for  That  is  to  make  a  newe  election  of  some  one  of  the 
principall  burgeisses  to  be  the  burgeis  for  the  yere  to  come  who  may  be  such  a 
one  as  may  pad  venture  satisfie  their  (folio  49)  desires  aforesaid  And  therin  Mr 
bailief  &  his  company  are  pleased  to  graunt  them  free  choice  of  any  of  them 
otherwise  then  before  they  have  had  for  before  this  tyme  they  had  twoo  of  the 
principall  burgeisses  prescribed  to  them  of  woh  they  should  choose  one  but  nowe 
they  may  elect  any  one  of  the  twelve  To  wch  the  said  Grene  replied  saing  that 
if  they  might  not  choose  where  they  woold  either  of  the  principall  burgesses  or 
comoners  it  was  no  free  choice  and  then  they  were  resolued  to  choose  none  at  all 
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but  to  leave  the  choice  to  the  said  Mr  bailief  and  his  companie  especially  for  that 
they  were  no  better  reconed  of  and  that  there  being  there  was  not  nedefull  and 
therfore  desireth  there  might  be  no  such  nomb1'  of  xxiiij  which  they  took  to  have 
bene  a  nombr  apointed  by  the  corporacion  &  assistants  to  the  bailief  w^out 
whom  the  bailief  and  his  company  could  not  pfitt  any  thing  And  insomuch  as 
they  peeve  it  is  otherwise  they  mynd  not  nor  will  trowble  them  any  long1'  either 
at  this  tyme  or  any  other  tyme  neither  for  the  choice  of  the  burgeis  or  any  other 
matter  as  they  had  hitherto  don  thinking  themselfs  apointid  by  the  said 
corporacion  And  so  offred  to  depte  But  Mr  bailief  &  his  company  eftsones 
required  them  to  goo  to  that  election  &  let  thies  matters  passe  at  this  tyme  And 
an  other  tyme  whan  leasuve  might  serve  they  should  be  better  and  more  fully 
satisfied  although  therin  the  said  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  should  therby 
make  them  privie  of  all  their  private  accompts  not  only  of  the  bailiwik  but 
otherwise  wch  for  their  satisfieng  &  quieting  they  woold  be  pleasid  to  do  whan 
they  might  Wherwth  it  was  demaunded  of  them  their  veary  entencions  & 
meaning  what  it  was  Whether  they  did  not  think  &  look  for  to  be  privie  and 
consulting  to  the  graunting  of  all  Leaces  &  things  doon  by  the  towne  To  wch 
they  made  aunswere  it  was  their  meaning  &  they  lookid  for  no  lesse  Then  said 
Thomas  cawdry  more  stowtly  then  wisely  &  more  like  a  chorle  than  a  choser 
we  will  be  pryvie  to  all  things  orells  we  will  chose  no  burges  nor  will  not  tarry 
heare  come  sirs  letts  us  goo  and  so  wth  some  lewde  maner  &  behavo1'  he  went 
away  wl  wch  ill  demeano1"  Mr  Bailief  bare  to  much  in  respect  of  some  friendship 
belike  And  so  the  said  comoners  were  depting  again  till  Mr  Bailief  comaundid 
them  to  tarry  and  to  withdraw  themselves  into  the  windowe  aside  for  a  tyme 
whilest  the  said  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  conferring  togither  agreid  That 
it  should  be  ones  again  offred  to  them  to  mak  choice  of  a  burges  of  one  of  the 
principall  burgesses  which  if  they  refusid  to  doo  they  should  be  suffred  to  depart 
And  the  election  should  be  made  by  the  bailief  and  principall  burgeisses  wlhout 
the  comoners  So  therupon  they  were  eftsones  callid  to  the  said  bailief  and 
principall  burgeisses  and  were  by  them  required  to  goo  togither  and  mak  choice 
of  a  new  burgeis  in  forme  aforesaid  wch  the  said  comoners  refused  to  doo  unlesse 
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they  might  have  free  choice  aswell  of  some  of  themselves  us  of  the  other 
Wheruppon  it  was  said  unto  them  that  both  M1'  bailief  and  the  rest  of  Lin; 
principall  burgeisses  were  veary  sorry  to  see  their  obstynate  behavio1"  and  wilful! 
proceadings  wherin  they  had  shewid  themselves  so  pversly  &  frowardly  as  they 
had  doon  uppon  some  speciall  purpose  belike  but  for  so  much  as  they  were  so 
maliciously  myndid  they  should  know  that  the  bailief  and  principall  burgeisses 
had  sufficient  power  of  themselves  to  doo  any  thing  there  to  be  doon  w'hout 
them  And  therfore  willid  them  to  depart  away  if  they  psistid  in  that  mynd  as 
they  said  they  all  did  and  so  deptid  And  whan  they  weare  goone  it  was  agreid 
that  there  should  bee  no  such  numb1"  of  xxiiij  but  some  feawer  nombr  should  be 
callid  of  such  as  woold  be  conformable  to  reason  And  that  Robart  Phelips  being 
bailief  should  have  the  receving  of  those  rents  this  yere  And  that  from  hensforth 
the  bailief  for  the  tyme  being  should  supplie  this  office  of  burgeis  w^out  any  other 
choice  to  be  made  by  such  comoners  ffor  it  was  thought  that  the  bailief  being  of 
sufficient  hability  and  bound  to  aunswer  them  was  most  metest  to  have  the 
chardg  therof  And  so  the  remayne  was  left  in  the  said  M1'  Phelips  hands  for  that 
tyme  At  wcLl  tyme  also  John  ffisher  make  accompt  of  the  x1'  deliverd  unto  him 
out  of  the  chest  in  January  last  past  by  wch  acompt  it  apeared  that  he  had  paid 
that  x11  for  the  fee  ferme  of  the  bailiwik  for  ye  tyme  of  M1'  ffrekulton  &  Mr  Powell 
And  that  he  had  paid  more  for  ffees  about  that  matter  ffourten  shillings  wcb  was 
(folio  50)  promised  to  be  paid  to  him  And  then  the  said  John  offred  to  the  said 
bailief  v  marks  wcl1  he  before  had  in  the  absence  of  the  bailief  recevid  of  Mr 
ffoscue  for  the  bareing  of  the  Lord  Marques  of  Northampton  in  the  church  of 
saint  Maryes  w011  five  marks  is  delivred  again  to  the  said  John  ffisher  to  be 
chardgid  in  the  next  yeres  acompt. 
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flu  g  wir  of  %  burgers  Md     That  on  Saint  Stevins  daye  being  the  xxvjth  day  of 

bullr  gibtn  to  tlm-lr  Decembr  1571  The  bailief  and  principall  burgeisses  being  viz. 
of  Icntrsm  srulio  &  Eobart  philips  bailief  Eicherd  ffisher  Wilhn  huddisdon  Eicherd 
Townesend  Jim  ffisher  Wilhn  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  & 
Thomas  Burges  being  assemblid  in  the  church  thought  it  mete  &  agreid  that  the 
Dede  made  to  the  Earle  of  Leycester  of  the  gift  of  the  burgers  hall  &c  should  be 
sealid  and  sent  iipp  to  his  L  for  his  neweyers  gift  And  therfore  agreid  to  send 
one  of  the  said  Company  of  burgeisses  wmall  viz.  John  ffisher  who  not  refusing 
the  travaile  desired  the  rest  to  send  to  M1'  John  Butler  being  then  at  Kenelworth 
&  to  offer  him  that  busynes  the  rather  bicause  he  having  dealt  somewhat  in  that 
matter  before  that  tyme  being  best  likid  of  to  my  Lord  should  best  be  heard  of 
his  L  offring  further  that  if  Mr  butler  refusid  to  goo  the  said  John  ffisher  woold 
take  uppon  him  the  delivery  therof  upon  wch  mocyon  the  said  bailief  sent  to  Mr 
Butler  desiring  his  company  both  for  his  consent  to  the  sealing  as  his  advise  for 
the  dispach  therof  to  the  said  Earle  Wherupon  a  messag  was  psently  made  to  the 
said  Mr  J.  Butler  who  reading  the  Ire  wrote  an  aunswer  to  the  said  bailief  to 
this  effect  That  the  said  bailief  &  his  company  had  veary  well  don  to  pcede  in 
sealing  of  the  dead  and  to  send  it  spedily  to  my  Lord  neurtheless  thought  that 
the  said  bailief  &  his  company  had  not  forgott  his  former  offer  &  promise  towching 
that  matter  but  inasmuch  as  they  had  appointed  an  other  messenger  belike  more 
trustie  he  was  content  although  he  had  never  deceavid  the  towne  or  never  woold 
wch  Ire  being  so  recevid  the  said  Mr  balief  callid  his  Assistants  again  and  made 
them  privie  to  the  said  aunswer  wcU  was  veary  straunge  to  them  all  who  did  well 
remebr  that  the  said  J.  Butler  at  his  being  togither  wk  the  said  bailief  and 
principall  burgesses  said  That  he  could  in  no  wise  goo  upp  before  neweyeres  daye 
but  wlhn  six  or  seven  days  after  wold  be  content  to  goo  himself  or  to  be  ioyned 
wth  any  other  of  that  company  and  to  do  his  best  in  that  sute  And  therfore  the 
said  bailief  and  burgeisses  agreid  to  seale  the  said  dede  and  to  dispache  John 
ffisher  therwth  so  as  the  same  might  be  deliverid  to  the  said  Earle  on  newyers 
daie  at  the  farthest  And  theruppon  they  sealid  the  dede  The  teno1'  wherof 
ensuith  viz. 
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flit  topn  of   tli r  bcrb  Omnibus  cristi  fidelibz  ad  quos  hoc   presens   scriptuno 

of  the  purges  balls    puenerit  Balliuus  efc  Burgenses  Burgi  Warwici  in  com   Warr 
ciiiun   to    thcvic    of     saitm      Cum  prenobilis  DmTRobertus  comes  Leicestr  Baro  de 

Crntrstrr   lulmou   to      ,-.      ,  .    ,       ,    .  ,.    .         .   „  ..     ,        .  „_.    .  .         .,       ,,      . 

:  *\    ,.    ,      .    ,,       Denbigh  utrmsq  ordmis  sci  Georgn  et  sci  Michis  miles  Minister 

fouitot  his  hospit;ul  , 

equor  dne  nre  Elizabetbe  dei  gta  Angl  &c  Regine  ac  unus  a 

privato  sui  consilio  Ex  sua  charitate  bona  disposicoe  ac  mero  motu  suo  quoddam 

hospiciu  siue  hospitale  infra  burgu  Warwic  pred  fundare  et  erigere  in  auxiliu  et 

sustentacoen  pauperum  (deo  favente)  cum  omni  celeritate  decreverit      Sciatis 

igitur  nos  predcos  balliuu  et  burgenses  &c  unanimi  assensu  et  consensu   mis 

dedisse  concessisse  feofasse  et  confirmasse  ac  p  presentes  pro  nobis  et  successoribus 

nris  dare  concedere  et  confirmare  preaco  Dno  Roberto  comit  Leyc  heredibus  & 

assignatis  suis  ad  opus  et  usum  &  intencioem  predict  totam  illam  domti  siue  aulam 

nram  voc  siue  cognit  p  nomen  seu  noia  de  le  Burgers  hall  siue  le  Guild  hall  in 

Warwic  pred  unacum  pomario  siue  gardino  nro  eidem  domui  adiacen  ac  omibz 

aliis  domibus  structuris  edificiis  et  easiament  quibuscumq  situat  &  existen  infra 

portum  siue  Januam  exteriorem  ipius  domus  siue  Aule      Ac  eciam  totam  illam 

capellam  nram  nup  nuncupat  Capellam  sci  Jacobi  situat  fundat  et  existen  desuper 

quendam  portum  siue  Januam  vocat  le  westgate  burgi  pred  cum  omibz  suis  ptinen 

uniusis     Que  quidem  premissa  quondam  fuer  parcello  possessionu  nup  Guild  see 

Trinitatis  &  sci  Georgu  in  Warwic  pred  ac  modo  sunt  in  tenuris  siue  occupacoetz 

pred  balliui  et  Burgenss  &  quodam  John'ffisher  et  Thomas  Jenks  siue  assignat  suor 

habend  tenend  et  gaudend  pred  domu  siue  Aulam  pomariu  gardinu  &  Capellam  pred 

cum  ombz  pred  structuris  edificiis  et  easiament  uniusis  predco  dno  Roberto  comiti 

Leycestr  et  heredibus  suis  ad  opus  et  usum  pred  inppetuum  tenend  de  capetalibz 

dnis  feodi  illius  p  suicia  prius  debit  &  de  Jure  consuet     Et  nos  predt  Balliuus  et 

Burgenss  predcam  domu  Aulam  capellam  et  cetera  pmissa  pfat  Dno  Roberto 

Comiti  Leycestr  &  heredbz  suis  ad  opus  &  usum  pred  contra  nos  et     Successores 

nros  warrantizabm  et   inppetuum    defendemus  p.   presentes  Sciatis  insup   nos 

(folio   51)  prefatos    balliuu  et   Burgenses  nominasse   ordinasse  constituisse  in 

loco  nro  posuisse  ac  p.  presentes  nominamus  ordinamus  et  constitum  et  in  loco 

nro  posum  dilcm  et  fidelem  nrm  John  ffisher  generosum  nrm  verum  et  indubitatum 
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Attornatu  dantes  et  concedentes  prefato  Attorn  nro  plenam  et  sufficien  potestatem 
faeultatem  et  auctoritatem  ad  intrand  pro  nobis  et  noie  nro  in  pred  domu  siue 
aulam  pomariu  gardinu  capellam  et  cetera  pmissa  seu  eor  aliquam  pcellam  ac 
seisinam  inde  capiend  Et  post  seisinara  sic  capt  et  ht  plenam  et  pacificam 

possessionem  et  seisinam  on  et  singlor  pmissor  pfat  dno  Eoberto  Comiti  Leycestr 
ant  suo  in  hac  parte  Attornat  siue  attorn  suis  de  nobis  et  p  nobis  ac  noie  nro 
tradere  et  deliberare  p  pentes  secundum  tenorem  uim  formam  et  effcm  buius 
presentis  doni  siue  consessionis  Eatum  et  gtum  bentes  et  hituri  totum  et 
quicquid  dcus  attorn  nr  faciet  in  bac  parte  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu  buic  presenti 
scripto  nro  sigillum  nrm  coe  apponi  fecim  Dat  xxvj0  die  Decembr  anno  regni 
pred  due  Elizabetb  dei  gra  Anglie  ffranc  &  bibnie  Eegine  fidei  defensoris  &c  quarto 
decimo  * 

Tbis  dede  being  so  sealid  and  offred  to  tbe  said  John  ffisher  to  carry  tbe 
same  And  tbe  Ire  from  Mr  butler  being  considerid  of  tbe  said  John  ffisher 
desired  of  the  said  bailief  &  burgesses  that  it  might  please  them  ones  again  to- 
send  to  Mr  butler  and  to  comytt  tbis  chardg  to  him  if  he  woold  tak  it  uppon  him 
(as  it  semid  he  woold)  wch  tbe  said  Jobn  ffisher  did  chiefly  tavoid  the  displeasure 
wcl1  haply  might  folowe  if  the  said  offer  of  Mr  butler  should  be  refusid  who  being 
nowe  a  tenderer  of  the  sute  for  the  benefit  of  the  towne  &  in  great  favor  w*  the 
said  Earle  might  haply  become  a  binderer  tberof  In  avoiding  whrof  It  likid  the 
said  bailief  b\  tbe  advice  of  his  brethern  the  said  principall  burgesses  eftsones  to 
write  to  the  said  Mr  butler  to  this  effect  That  where  he  bad  by  his  Ire  pcevid 
his  good  contentacion  to  travaile  for  the  towne  w*  their  dede  to  therle  of  Leycest1' 
and  that  he  had  offred  the  like  before  That  neither  he  the  said  bailief  nor  any 
of  the  principall  burgesses  could  remebr  any  such  offer  made  but  doo  remebr  that 
he  said  he  could  not  goo  till  after  the  twelve  dayes  were  past  Wherupon  they 
bad  orderid  as  before  they  had  writen  to  send  upp  Jo.  ffisher  w*hall  Nertbeles 
if  it  pleased  him  to  tak  that  travaile  uppon  him  they  thought  him  for  divers 
respects  the  metest  And  therfore  required  him  to  come  by  nyne'of  the  clok  the 
next  morning  to  Warwik  to  conferre  wth  the  said  Bailief  and  principall  burgesses 

*  Se<:  Appendix  a. 
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herof  wcb  Ire  being  sent  to  the  said  Mr  butler  he  wrote  his  aunswer  that  be  was 
glad  that  the  said  bailief  and  burgeisses  had  forgotten  his  promise  &  oiler  and 
astowching  his  comyng  by  nyne  of  the  clock  that  morning  be  could  not  bicanse 
it  was  nyne  of  the  clok  or  the  Ire  cam  to  his  hands  and  his  busynes  was  such  as 
by  no  meanes  he  could  come  till  the  after  none  And  then  woold  be  w'  them  ;  ml 
do  anything  they  should  comaund  him  Therupon  the  said  bailief  apointed  a 
meating  of  the  burgesses  in  the  church  again  the  after  none  Where  after 
evensong  the  said  bailief  &  mr  butler  w*  the  rest  of  the  principall  burgesses  viz 
Eobart  Phelips  bailief  John  butler  Eicherd  ffisher  Eicherd  Townesend  John 
flisher  Willm  ffrekulton  Tho.  Powell  and  Thomas  Burgeis  being  assemblid  the 
said  bailief  eftsones  ymparted  to  the  said  Mr  butler  of  ther  formr  procedings  and 
determynacion  and  the  consent  of  the  house  towelling  his  going  upp  to  my  said 
Lord  wth  the  said  dede  and  howe  they  thought  it  good  that  the  same  were 
presentid  to  his  L  before  or  on  newyers  day  at  the  ferthest  And  bicause  they 
had  sutes  to  make  to  the  said  Earle  towelling  the  pcuring  of  the  other  chappell 
&  other  things  to  the  said  towne  It  was  thought  metist  to  require  him  and 
John  ffisher  to  followe  the  same  and  therfore  desired  them  bothe  to  ioyn  togither 
and  to  ride  upp  presently  so  as  they  might  be  there  before  neweyeres  daye 
wherunto  the  said  m1'  butler  aunswerid  that  it  was  very  well  that  the  dede  was 
sealid  and  desired  that  he  might  heare  it  wherupon  it  was  red  by  Jo.  ffisher  And 
after  the  reading  therof  Mr  butler  said  he  woold  be  content  to  travell  either  nowe 
or  any  other  tyme  whan  they  should  appoint  but  said  at  this  tyme  he  hath  no 
other  busynes  thither  And  saith  further  that  he  thinkith  my  Lord  shalbe  so 
busyed  at  this  tyme  as  he  shall  be  at  no  leasure  for  thes  matters  (folio  52)  and 
thought  that  a  better  tyme  woold  be  after  the  twelve  daies  and  so  such  as  should 
be  sent  about  this  busynesse  should  have  conveniet  tyme  to  folowe  the  sutes 
ymediately  uppon  the  delivery  of  the  deede  wch  advise  was  well  likid  of  and  so 
acceptid  That  although  some  woold  have  had  the  dede  sent  upp  presently  yet 
the  greater  nomb1'  concludid  the  same  should  be  staid  till  after  the  twelve  daies 
were  passid  And  then  the  same  should  be  sent  upp  by  the  said  John  Butler  and 
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John  ffisher  who  promised  their  travailes  to  thuttermost  And  so  that  matter 
was  for  the  tyme  so  staid  Nevertheless  to  returne  to  the  conferrens  on  saint 
Stevins  daye  It  was  agreid  that  the  book  for  the  company  of  the  poyntmakers 
Glovers  and  Skynners  being  newely  made  and  enlargid  in  divers  points  should 
then  be  sealid  wch  was  doon  The  teno''  of  wdl  book  ensueth 


Okdynaunobs  &c 

ai)cpciimtm'.ihfis\  A  declaracion  of  all  the  constitucions  ordyndts 

oMobrrs        &  -  booh  &  agreamets  of  the  Glovers  poyntmakers  and   Skynners 

wlin  the  borough   of  Warwik  and    suburbes  of  the  same 

constituted  ordenyd  &  agried  uppon  by  the  company  and 

fellowshipp  of  the  Glovers  pointmakers  &  Skynners  of  the 

said  borough  -Agreid  uppon  &  consentid  unto  by  the  Balief 

&  principall  burgesses  of  the  same  borough   wch  orders  are 

to  be  obsruid  fulfillid  &  kept  at  all  tymes  from  hensfurth 

aswell    by   the    Glovers   pointmakers    &    Skynners    nowe 

presently  occupieng  as  by  all  such  of  those  occupacions  as 

heraf  ter  shall  occupie  &  use  markett  whin  the  same  borough 

Hirst   it  is  constituted  ordenyd  and  agreid  by  the    whole   assent  and   consent 

aforesaid  that  all  the  Inhabitants  being  housholders  of  the  said  misteries  or  crafts 

of  Glovers   poyntmakers  and   skyners  shall   yerely   uppon    Saint    Stevins   day 

assemble  themselves  and  mete  togither  in  some  convenient  house  in  the  same 

borough  which  they  shall  call  the  Skynners  hall     And  at  that  place  &  tyme  they 

shall  evry  yere  elect  and  name  one  of  the  same  artes  or  crafts  to  be  maister  of 

that  crafts  for  one  whole  yere  then  to  come  And  in  likewise  shall  then  and  there 

elect  <^  name  one  other  of  thes  crafts  to  be  warden  for  the  yere  After  whiche 

election  &  nonacion  the  said  maister  &  warden  shalbe  fully  auctorised  by  this 

Booke  fur  that  yere  to  warne  call  &  comand  at  conveniet  tymes  all  the  residue  of 
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the  same,  several!  crafts  being  men  and  householders  to  coine  to  the  Bame  hall 
where  they  advisedly  may  talk  consult  conclude  and  agree  of  and  iippon  all  such 
matters  as  shall  concernc  these  seuerall  crafts  and  the  welth  of  the  said  borough 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  and  agreid  that  euery  householder  of  the  said  mistei 
or  crafts  of  Glovers  Poyntemakers  &  Skyners  shall  upon  sufficient  warnyng  to  him 
or  them  first  given  by  the  said  Mr  or  warden  come  to  the  same  hall  and  there  to 
attend  to  thentents  beforesaid  And  if  any  of  them  upon  such  warning  refuse  to 
come  thither  having  no  sufficient  excuse  for  his  or  there  absence  at  that  tyme  or 
being  there  present  obstinately  refuse  to  agree  to  any  such  good  order  shall  forfeit 
for  euery  such  offence  xijd 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  and  agreid  That  no  Inhabitant  wlhin  the  said  borough 
or  Suburbes  being  of  the  same  craft  or  mistery  of  Glovers  Poyntmakers  or 
Skynners  shall  in  any  wise  hire  receve  or  take  to  his  sruice  any  man  or  chield  to 
dwell  w*  him  to  thentent  to  learne  him  in  any  of  the  said  misteryes  or  crafts 
except  to  take  him  to  be  his  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  for  the  terme  of  Seaven 
yeres  at  the  least  And  that  he  shall  take  him  by  Indenture  And  shall  cause  the 
same  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  be  brought  wl  his  Indenture  before  the  bailief 
&  Stuard  of  the  same  borough  within  one  moneth  next  after  such  Aprentice  is 
taken  And  there  the  said  Apntice  or  covennt  srunt  shall  acknowleig  himself  to  be 
bound  by  the  same  Indenture  to  his  said  Maister  for  the  terme  comprisid  in  the 
same  Indenture  wch  said  Indenture  shalbe  enrollid  by  the  towne  clerke  there 
paing  to  him  therfore  xijd  And  if  any  man  of  the  said  misteryes  do  contrary  to 
thies  ordendts  to  forfeit  for  euery  tyme  so  offending  twenty  Shillings. 

Item  it  is  further  establisshid  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  no  man  of  the  said 
Arts  or  crafts  of  Glovers  Poyntmakers  or  Skyners  shalbe  admittid  by  the  said 
Mr  &  Warden  to  sett  upp  the  said  crafts  or  any  of  them  in  the  said  borough  or 
Suburbes  Except  he  have  bene  Apprentice  or  covendt  srunt  to  one  of  the 
same  occupacion  by  the  space  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  and  have  servid  in  the 
same  accordingly  wch  he  shall  prove  before  the  said  Bailief  Mr  and  warden  by 
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the  testimony  of  some  honest  psones  before  his  admission  to  sett  upp  And  that 
provid  he  shall  first  compound  agree  &  pay  to  the  said  (folio  53)  Master  warden 
&  feloshippe  for  his  said  admission  &  setting  upp  three  poundes  sixe  shillings  & 
eight  pens  at  the  least  to  be  paid  at  such  resonable  daies  &  tyme  as  he  &  they 
can  agree  for  the  same  And  if  any  person  doo  contrary  to  this  Ordinance  he 
shall  forfeit  and  paie  to  the  same  M1'  warden  &  felowshippe  ffive  pounds  Provided 
alwaies  and  it  is  agreid  that  it  shalbe  lawfull  for  euery  man  that  hath  bene 
prentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  any  of  the  said  occupacions  or  crafts  in  the  said 
borough  and  sruid  there  his  whole  terme  as  is  aforesaid  making  request  to  the 
said  Maister  and  Warden  to  sett  upp  &  occupie  the  said  Artes  or  craftes  or  any 
of  them  where  he  hath  bene  brought  upp  Payng  to  the  said  Mr  and  Warden  at 
bis  setting  upp  three  shillings  &  foure  pens 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  no  man  of  the  said  crafts  or  other  facultie 
shall  in  any  wise  uppon  the  market  daies  holden  in  the  said  Borough  buie  any 
Shepe  skins  that  is  brought  to  the  same  market  to  be  sold  before  the  skynnes  be 
brought  or  laid  in  the  market  place  uppon  payne  to  forfeit  for  the  first  offence  & 
so  doing  euery  skyn  so  brought  contrary  to  this  ordinnce  And  for  the  second 
tyme  or  more  oftene  so  offending  to  forfeit  &  paye  Ten  shillings  The  moytie  or 
half  value  therof  shalbe  to  the  chambr  of  the  said  borough  and  the  other  moytie 
to  him  or  them  that  so  shall  find  and  tak  the  thing  so  bought  contrary  to  this 
ordnnce 

Item  it  is  further  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  no  pson  or  psons  shall  buye  any 
rnaner  of  Shepes  skyns  in  the  said  market  Except  he  or  they  be  of  the  crafts 
aforesaid  or  one  of  them  uppon  payne  to  forfeit  the  same  skynnes  so  bought 
The  one  moytie  wherof  to  be  to  the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the  borough  The 
other  movtie  to  them  or  him  that  shall  tak  the  same  skynnes  so  bought  Provided 
ahvaves  and  it  is  agreid  that  it  shalbe  lawfull  for  any  persone  inhabiting  wlin  the 
same  borough  or  suburbes  to  buy  such  and  so  many  Skynnes  so  brought  to  the 
market  or  laid  in  the  market  place  so  as  he  or  they  convert  the  woolle  therof 
into  clothe  or  yarne  to  be  for  their  owne  wering  and  not  to  sell  the  same  agayn 
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Item  it  is  further  concludid  &  agreid  that  no  fforrener  of  any  of  the  Baid 
occupacions  or  arts  shall  buye  any  skynnes  brought  into  the  said  market  before 
he  or  they  become  a  brother  wth  the  company  of  the  said  crafts  in  the  said 
borough  and  paie  quarterly  to  the  said  M1'  warden  &  ffeloshippe  iiij'1  uppon  payn 
that  euery  man  buying  any  skynnes  &  being  no  brother  as  is  aforesaid  shall 
forfeit  to  the  same  M1'  Warden  &  ffelowshippe  Ten  shillings  to  be  levied  furthw"1 
by  them  so  offending  after  one  warning  first  given  therof. 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  if  it  fortune  any  man  of  the  said 
occupacions  wlin  the  said  Borough  or  suburbes  having  Apprentice  or  covennt 
srunt  being  bound  by  Indenture  shall  happen  to  die  before  thexpiracion  of  the 
terme  &  yeres  of  such  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  That  then  the  said  Aprentice  or 
covenut  srunt  serving  out  the  rest  of  the  yeres  not  determyned  wth  the  widowe  of 
the  his  late  maister  or  wth  any  other  by  his  M1'  or  Mystres  apointm1  shall  and 
may  at  his  libtie  making  first  request  as  is  aforesaid  And  paing  iijs  iiij(i  Sett  uppe 
in  any  of  the  said  occupacions  or  craftes  as  well  as  though  his  Maister  had  lived 
out  the  terme  of  his  yeres  comprised  in  the  said  Indentures. 

Item  it  is  agreid  That  if  any  woman  w^n  the  said  borough  or  suburbes 
fortune  to  bury  her  husbond  wch  at  the  tyme  of  his  death  of  any  of  the  said  crafts 
or  occupacions  And  after  happen  to  marry  an  other  man  being  not  of  eny  the 
same  crafts  but  dwelling  w%in  the  said  borough  or  suburbs  And  after  such 
marriage  wold  sett  upp  or  occupie  the  same  crafts  or  occupacions  or  any  of  them 
That  then  he  shall  first  compound  &  agree  w1  the  same  M1'  &  Warden  before  he 
sett  up  &  occupie  them  or  any  of  them  Orells  he  shall  forfeit  for  euery  moneth  to 
the  said  M1'  Warden  &  felowshippe  twenty  shillings. 

And  it  is  further  agreid  That  if  any  person  or  psons  w^in  the  same 
borough  or  suburbes  shall  in  any  wise  offend  in  any  of  these  ordnncs  And  will 
not  uppon  demaund  made  by  the  Mr  or  warden  pay  such  somes  of  monye  as  by 
him  or  them  is  lost  or  forfeited  for  not  obsuing  the  said  ordynauncs  That  then 
it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  Mr  and  warden  to  enter  the  house  or  houses  of  any 
such  offender  or  offenders  and  there  to  take  some  part  of  his  or  their  goods  & 
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catalles  in  the  name  of  a  distresse  And  the  same  to  deteyne  untill  snch  tyme  as 
he  or  they  have  paid  (folio  54)  the  same  mony  so  forfeited  or  lost  by  breking  any 
the  said  ordncs  or  agreements  And  if  the  offender  or  offenders  in  them  or  any 
of  them  will  not  pay  the  mony  so  lost  as  is  beforesaid  w'in  one  moneth  next  after 
such  distres  taken  That  then  at  the  next  court  day  to  be  holden  in  the  said 
borough  after  the  said  moneth  The  same  distres  to  be  brought  by  the  said  Mr 
&  Warden  into  the  said  court  before  the  Bailief  and  Eecorder  there  and  the  same 
distres  there  shalbe  prasid  by  iiij01'  indifferent  men  after  which  presement  so 
made  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  Mr  &  warden  to  sell  the  same  distres  and 
satisfy  themselves  of  the  monye  so  forfeited  or  lost  And  the  rest  to  redeliver  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same. 

And  it  is  also  agreid  that  uppon  the  said  feast  of  Saint  Stephen  in  cristmas 
evry  yere  after  election  and  nonacion  of  a  newe  maister  &  warden  made  as  is 
aforesaid  the  said  olde  maister  and  warden  shall  mak  a  full  and  a  pfect  acompt 
of  all  such  somes  of  money  as  they  have  recevid  by  any  defalte  forfeiture  agrement 
or  otherwise  as  is  beforesaid  And  after  the  said  Acompte  so  fully  made  and 
finished  they  shall  deliver  the  moytie  or  one  half  therof  wfc  the  surplusage  of  the 
precedent  acompt  to  the  said  newe  Mr  &  Warden  And  the  other  moytie  and  half 
of  the  said  monye  lost  &  acrewing  by  defalte  forfeiture  or  agrement  to  the  bailief 
of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  to  the  use  of  the  chambr  of  the  said  borough. 

ffinally  it  is  likewise  agreid  cencludid  &  consentid  unto  That  incase  any 
thing  be  done  by  the  said  Glovers  pointmakers  &  Skynners  contrary  to  the  good 
customes  and  Lawes  of  this  Land  or  the  quiet  government  of  this  comon  weale 
Or  in  case  the  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  shall  see  cause  to  redres  or 
reforme  any  thing  or  article  abovesaid  or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to 
thies  above  writen  That  the  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  for  the  tyme  being 
may  determyn  mak  voide  &  frustrate  all  or  any  the  Articles  abovewriten  and  in 
there  steed  to  make  newe  As  occasion  &  tyme  shall  requyre  by  there  discrecions 
wch  being  devised  &  agreid  upon  by  the  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  or  the 
greter  nombr  of  them  and  knowleig  therof  given  in  writing  to  the  Maister  & 
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warden  abovesaid  shalbe  from  fchensfourfcb  taken  &  reputed    \  n<  I  Bhalbe  in  dede 
ordyncs  &  orders  to  bynd  the  said  company  of  pointmakers  glovers  &  Skynei 
evry  of  them  this  book  or  any  thing  herin  contenyd  to  the  contrary  nofcwtetonding. 
In  witness  &c 


fhc  ffilalkersi  &  §lim-s  A    declaracion    of    the    constitucions  and   orders 

booli  agreid  upon  aswell  by  the  company  &  felowshippe  of  Walkers 

and  Dyers  wmin  this  Borough  of  Warwik  as  consenfcyd  unto 

by  the  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  of  the  same  Borough 

by  the  said  walkers  and  dyers  to  be  observid  fulfillid  and 

kept  &c 

ffirst  it  is  ordenyd  &  consented  unto  that  the  Inhabitants  &  householders  of  the 

same  misteryes  &  craftes  of  walkers  and  dyers  dwelling  w'hin  this  borough  or  the 

suburbes  of  the  same  shall  yerely  uppon  the  feast  of  purificacion  of  saint  Marye 

the  virgin  assemble  and  meat  togither  at  some  convenient  house  whi  the  said 

borough  wch  for  the  tyme  shalbe  callid  the  walkers  &  dyers  halle  and  then  &  there 

shall  yerely  choose  &  name  one  of  their  sevrall  artes  to  be  Mr  for  one  whole  yere 

next  to  come  and  twoo  other  psons  of  the  same  Artes  to  be  wardens  for  the  yere 

to  come  wch  said  M1"  &  wardens  so  chosen  &  named  shalbe  auctorised  by  this 

book  to  warne  call  &  gather  togither  at  tymes  convenient  all  the  rest  of  those 

craftsmen  being  householders  within  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  to  come  to 

that  halle  where  they  may  consulte  &  agree  upon  such  resonable  articles  and 

good  orders  as  shalbe  for  the  benefit  &  comodytie  of  their  sevrall  artes  &  misteryes 

and  the  comon  weale  of  the  same  borough  &  countrey  adiacent 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  agreid  that  euery  householder  of  the  said  misteryes 
&  craftes  of  Walkers  &  dyers  w'in  this  borough  or  suburbes  upon  resonable 
warning  to  them  given  by  the  said  M1'  &  Wardens  shall  come  to  the  said  hall  and 
give  bis  &  there  attendance  there  for  the  causes  beforesaid  And  incase  they  or 
any  of  them  upon  that  warning  refuse  to  come  having  no  reasonable  let  or  cause 
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of  excuse  for  his  or  ther  absence  Or  being  there  doo  refuse  to  consent  &  agree 
to  such  good  orders  as  by  the  company  &  felowship  of  walkers  &  dyers  or  the 
gretev  uoinbr  of  them  w'  the  Mr  &  wardens  shall  then  &,  there  be  devised  &  agreid 
upon  That  then  evry  pson  so  absenting  himself  or  refusing  to  come  or  being 
present  refuse  bo  agree  to  such  good  orders  as  shalbe  devised  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  euery  such  offence  xij'1 

Item  it  is  further  agreid  &  ordenyd  that  no  Inhabitant  wlin  the  said 
borough  or  suburbes  being  of  the  said  crafts  of  walkers  and  dyers  shall  in  any 
wise  receve  or  take  into  his  sruice  any  maner  of  person  or  psons  to  dwell  wl  him 
to  thentent  to  iearne  him  his  said  misterye  or  craft  except  he  tak  him  to  be  his 
Aprentice  for  the  terme  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  And  that  he  shall  tak  such 
person  by  Indenture  aud  shall  bring  in  the  said  Aprentice  wl  his  Indenture 
before  the  balief  &  Eecorder  or  town  clerk  of  the  same  borough  for  the  tyme 
being  w'in  one  moneth  next  after  he  have  so  taken  such  aprentice  there  to 
acknowledge  himself  to  be  bound  by  the  same  Indenture  to  his  said  master  for 
the  terme  &  under  the  condicions  conteynid  in  the  said  Indenture  wlh  Indenture 
shalbe  enrollid  before  the  said  balief  &  Eecorder  &  Towneclerk  the  towne  clerk 
taking  for  such  enrolment  only  xijtl  upon  payn  that  evry  pson  not  pforming  this 
Article  to  forfeit  &  paye  Twenty  shillings 

(folio  55)  Item  it  is  establishid  and  agreid  that  no  man  of  the  said  crafts  of  walkers 
and  dyers  being  a  forrener  shall  sett  up  or  shall  use  the  said  Artes  or  crafts  or 
either  of  them  w^n  the  said  borough  or  Suburbes  except  he  have  been  Aprentice 
to  the  said  craft  and  sruyd  therin  seven  yeres  at  the  least  wch  shalbe  duely  provid 
before  the  bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  time  being  and  the  M1'  &  warden  of  the 
said  craft  before  any  such  forrener  be  admittid  or  suffred  to  set  up  as  aforesaid 
And  after  such  proofe  made  he  shall  compound  wl  the  said  Mr  &  Warden  of  the 
said  craft  And  shall  pay  to  the  said  M1'  &  Warden  three  pounds  at  the  least  for 
his  said  admission  to  be  paid  at  such  resonable  tymes  &  dayes  as  shalbe  agreid 
upon  by  the  said  Mr  &  Warden  so  it  be  win  one  yere  next  after  such  admission 
Provided  alwayes  and  it  is  fully  agreid  that  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  any  pson  that 
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lii.th  hone  Apntice  w'in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  bo  ether  of  the  said  crafts 
&  sing  (nit  his  yeres  of  Aprentiship  making  first  request  the  said  M1  &  Wardens 
to  sett  up  &  use  his  said  occupacion  w*in  the  same  borough  &  suburbes  paing  only 
three  shillings  and  foure  pens. 

Item  it  is  agreid  &  ordenyd  that  no  pson  or  psons  being  a  forrener  of  the 
misteryes  of  walkers  &,  dyers  shall  come  into  this  borough  or  suburbes  and  fetche 
any  kind  of  cloth  either  brode  or  narrowe  of  any  thinhabitauts  of  the  said 
borough  or  suberbes  to  mylle  or  dye  the  same  unles  he  or  they  do  compound  wl 
the  M1'  &  Wardens  of  the  said  crafts  for  his  freedome  w'hin  the  said  borough 
uppon  payne  that  evry  pson  offending  this  Article  shall  forfeit  &  pay  for  euery 
such  offence  twenty  shillings. 

Item  it  is  agreid  &  consentid  that  none  of  the  said  walkers  or  dyers  shall 
at  any  tyme  sett  up  or  ocupy  any  other  occupacion  or  arte  than  such  as  he  hath 
bene  brought  up  in  &  bene  Aprentice  unto  Uppon  payne  that  who  so  doth  shall 
forfeit  for  euery  moneth  so  doing  fforty  shillings 

Item  it  is  further  ordenyd  concludid  &  agreid  by  assent  aforesaid  That  if 
any  person  or  psons  dwelling  w%in  the  said  borough  or  suberbes  Or  any  forrener 
being  of  either  of  the  said  occupacions  shall  in  any  wise  offend  in  breking  any  of 
thies  ordynaunces  &  agreements  And  will  not  uppon  demaund  therof  made  by 
the  said  Mr  or  wardens  pay  such  some  of  monye  as  is  by  them  lost  as  aforesaid 
That  then  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  M1'  &  wardens  by  Auctoryty  of  this  book 
to  enter  the  house  or  houses  of  any  such  offender  or  offenders  And  there  to  take 
some  part  of  his  or  there  goods  for  a  distres  And  the  same  to  take  away  & 
deteyne  untill  such  tyme  as  he  or  they  have  paid  such  mony  as  is  lost  &  forfeited 
by  him  or  them  And  if  such  offenders  or  offender  will  not  paye  the  mony  lost 
as  is  aforesaid  win  one  moneth  next  after  such  distres  taken  That  then  the 
said  Maister  &  wardens  shall  bring  the  same  distres  so  by  them  taken  into  the 
next  court  to  be  holden  w^in  the  said  borough  next  after  the  said  moneth  And 
there  in  the  presens  of  the  bailief  &  Eecorder  the  said  distres  shalbe  praysid  by 
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iiij"r  indifferent  men  After  wcl1  praisement  the  said  maister  &  wardens  shall  sell 
the  same  distres  And  of  the  mony  rising  therof  shall  satisfie  themselves  of  such 
some  or  somes  as  have  bene  lost  &  forfaited  And  the  rest  if  any  remayne  they 
shall  deliver  to  the  owner  or  owners. 

Item  it  is  further  agreid  consentid  &  ordenyd  that  of  all  such  mony  as 
shall  rise  of  the  fynes  agreements  forfeitures  &  penaltyes  above  delivered  the  one 
movtv  and  half  shalbe  to  the  use  of  the  chamb1'  of  this  borough  And  the  other 
moytie  to  the  use  of  the  said  M1'  Wardens  &  company  of  Walkers  &  dyers. 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  concluded  and  agreed  that  uppon  the  said  feast  of 
purificacion  of  saint  mary  yerely  after  such  election  of  newe  maister  and  wardens 
The  olde  Mr  &  wardens  shall  make  a  full  pfect  &  iust  acompt  of  all  such  somes 
of  monye  as  they  have  recevid  for  any  default  forfeyture  agreement  or  otherwise 
as  is  aforesaid  And  after  theire  said  Acompt  so  fully  playnely  &  clerely  made 
the  said  late  maister  &  wardens  shall  deliver  the  moytie  &  one  half  of  all  such 
mony  as  hath  or  shold  haue  come  to  their  handes  by  reson  of  such  default 
forfeiture  agreament  or  otherwise  to  the  bailief  of  the  said  borough  for  the  tyme 
being  to  the  use  of  the  chamb1"  of  the  said  borough  And  the  other  moytie  and 
half  wth  the  rest  of  the  same  monye  as  remaneth  upon  the  precedent  Acompt 
they  shall  deliver  to  the  newe  Mr  &  wardens  so  by  them  electid  &  chosen  putting 
in  sufficient  band  for  the  redelivery  &  true  aunswering  therof  at  the  end  of  the 
said  yere. 

Item  it  is  finally  agreid  concludid  &  consentid  that  incase  any  thiug  be 
doon  by  the  said  Walkers  or  dyers  contrary  to  the  good  customes  and  lawes  of 
this  land  Or  the  quyet  government  of  this  comon  weale  Or  that  the  Mr  & 
wardens  of  the  said  Walkers  &  dyers  do  not  yerly  pay  all  such  mony  as  should 
yerely  come  to  their  hands  for  &  to  the  use  of  the  chambr  of  this  borough  as 
aforesaid  Then  this  book  and  all  Articles  therin  conteynyd  to  be  void  Or  incase 
the  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  shall  see  cause  to  redres  or  reforme  any  thing 
or  article  abovesaid  or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to  thies  abovewriten  that 
the  Balief  and  principall  Burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  may  determyne  make  voyd 
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&  frustrate  all  or  any  the  Articles  above  wry  ten  And  in  their  places  to  mak 
newe  as  occasion  and  tyme  shall  requyre  by  their  discrecions  which  being  devised 
and  agreid  uppon  by  the  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  or  the  greater  nombr  of 
them  And  knowleig  therof  given  in  writing  (folio  5G)  to  the  Mr  &  wardens 
abovesaid  shalbe  from  thensfourth  taken  and  reputid  and  shalbe  in  dude  ordynncs 
&  orders  to  bynd  the  said  company  of  walkers  &  dyers  &  euery  of  them  This 
book  or  any  thing  herin  contenyd  to  the  contrary  notwithstonding.  In  witnes 
of  all  wob  Articles  &  agree,s  made  by  consent  aforesaid  The  said  bailief  & 
principall  burgesses  have  to  thies  presents  put  their  comon  seale  the  sixt  day  of 
August  in  the  xiiijth  yere  of  or  sovegn  Lady  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  &c. 

Mem.  of  the  election  of  Bob*  Philippes  as  one  of  the  principal  burgesses 
on  Sunday,  19th  of  March,  1569. 

Mem.  of  election  of  Bob1  Philippes  to  be  bailiff  on  29th  Sept.,  1571. 

Mem.  of  election  of  Thomas  Jenks  to  be  a  principal  burgess  on  1st  August, 
1572,  and  on  the  same  day  the  election  of  Edward  Aglionby,  Esquire,  to  be 
Becorder  in  the  place  of  Sir  William  Wigston,  Knight,  "  whose  age  &  wekeness 
was  such  as  he  could  not  supply  that  office  " 

Mem.  of  election  of  Thomas  Jenks  to  be  Bailif  on  29,  Sept.,  1572. 

Mem.  of  election  of  John  Dyche  &  Humphrey  Crane  to  be  principal 
burgesses  on  the  2nd  of  November,  1573 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1574,  it  was  agreed  "  That  Bichard  ffisher  shall 
Moots  solo  to  Qufynb     have  fforty  Bonell  Okes  &  all  the  wood  callid  (  )  being  in 

flwljtr  the  tenure  of  Bobart  Tibot  of  hatton  &  two  yeres  tyme  for  the 

felling  therof  paing  therfore  ffive  pounds 

aMiofoscm  of  gnssboh  Item  that  Bobert  Philips  shall  have  an  advowson  made 

grntabr     to    gobart     to  him  of  the  psnage  of  Busshok  for  the  presenting  of  one  hable 
iJbUUpps  pson  to  the  said  benefice  at  the  next  avoy dance  The  said  Bobert 

Philips  giveng  for  the  same  a  vju 
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Item  that  the  plate  remaning  in  the  chest  shalbe  taken  out  valued  &  sold 

Sancton  of  the  montn  Item  that  John  ffisher  shall  have  the  Eeuercion  of  the 

of    the    tuithrs    of     moytye  of  the  tuithes  of  the  felds  of  Myton  after  thexpiracion 

jtlnntoii   ov.uintro  to         £       ,  .  ,,        e  ,,  .,, 

of  a  leace  nowe  in  esse  pamg  therior  as  an  other  will  Rive 
|obn  ffisher  r       o  & 

abbofesoii    of     §tsmt  Item  that  the  Advowson  of  the  Vicarage  of    Stone   be 

gr.iuntco  to  ahomas     grauntid  to  Thorns  Powell  thadvowson  of  Eusshok  &  the  bargayn 
potorll  0f  wood  sold  to  Bic  ffisher  shalbe  sealed  the  next  morning 

(folio  57)  Be  it  remembrid  that  on  sonday  the  second  day  of  August  1573  in  the  xvth 
yere  of  queue  Elizabeth  The  bailief  &  pncpl  Burgesses  of  Warr  being  assemblid 
in  their  counsaill  house  in  the  church  of  saint  Maryes  have  after  long  delibacion 

election  of  lohn  iliqclcn  electid  and  chosen  John  Rigeley  one  to  be  a  principall  Burgess 
to  be  our  of  the  of  the  said  borough  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Oken  decessid  late 
principall  burgesses  one  0f  the  said  principall  burgesses  And  have  theruppon  agreid 
that  the  said  John  Bigeley  shalbe  callid  to  that  company  on  tuesday  next  after 
the  bury  all  of  the  said  Thomas  oken  Wheruppon  the  said  Tuesday  being  the  iiijth 
of  August  aforesaid  The  said  John  Rigeley  being  callid  before  the  said  Mr  Bailief 
&  pryncipall  burgesses  he  declarid  his  inhability  &  insuffissiency  to  that  office 
And  therfore  praid  the  said  M1'  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  to  pcede  to  a  new 
election  and  to  dismisse  him  Nertheles  his  said  excuse  was  not  thought  sufficient 
And  therfore  resolued  to  have  the  said  John  Bigeley  And  so  tenderid  to  him  the 
book  where  he  was  before  the  said  bailief  &  Burgesses  sworne  this  iiijth  of  July 
(sic)  1573. 

Copy  of  a  conveyance  of  land  at  Snitterfield  to  Bartholomew  Hales. 

(folio  58)  Copy  of  a  lease  dated  4th  of  March,  1573,  to  Thomas  Powell,  Draper,  of 
a  house  in  the  High  Pavement  for  51  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  sixteen  shillings, 
and  subject  to  his  doing  all  repairs. 
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cHh-  y.dms  booh         (folio  59)  A  declaracion  of  the  orders  &  ordynaunces  deuised 

consented  &  agreid  uppon  by  the  Companye  &  ffelowshippe 

of   Bakers    dwelling    w'hin    the    Boroughe    of   warwicke    & 

Suburbes    of    the    same  &,  concludid    uppon    aswell  by  the 

Bailieff  &  piincipall  Burgesses  of  the  same  borough  as  also 

by    the   Bakers    there   nowe   Inhabiting   by   them  &   their 

Successours  Bake  is  of  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  for  ever 

herafter   to   be   inviolabely   obseruid   &   kept   as    hereafter 

ffolowith 

ffirst  it  is  ordeyned  establisshed  &  agreed  by  thassent  &  consent  aforesaid  that  all 

householders  of  the  crafte  company  &  ffelowshippe  of  Bakers  within  this  borough 

shall  yerely  uppon  Saint  elements  daye  convent  &  assemble  themselfs  in  some 

convenyent  house  whin  the  same  borough  wch  for  that  tyme  shalbe  called  the 

Bakers  halle  And  then  at  the  same  place  shall  nomynate  &  choose  one  of  the 

same    crafte   companye    &   ffelowshippe  dwelling   wmin  the    same  borough   or 

Suburbes  to  be  Maister  of  that  crafte  for  one  whole  yere  than  to  come  And 

lykewyse  than  &  there  shall  nomynate  &  appoynt  two  others  of  the  same  crafte 

company  &  ffelowshippe  also  dwelling  w7thin  the  said  Borough  or  Suburbes  to  be 

wardens  of  that  crafte  for  that  yere  to  come  To  wch  master  &  wardens  power  & 

auctoryty  is  given  by  this  booke  to  warne  &  call  the  rest  of  the  same  craft  being 

householders  wmin  the  said  Burrough  or  Suburbes  at  tymes  convenyent  to  the 

said  hall  where  they  maye  consult   reason  &  detmyne  such  matters  as    shall 

concerne  that  Arte  or  crafte  for  the  comen  weale  comodytie  &  profytt  aswell  of 

themselfes  as  of  the  said  burrough  &  countrey  adiacent. 

Item  it  is  ordeyned  &  agreed  by  thassent  aforesaid  that  yf  any  of  the  said 
crafte  companye  or  ffelowshippe  being  choosen  nomynated  &  appoynted  to  be 
master  or  warden  of  the  said  crafte  as  is  beforesaid  shall  refuse  &  will  not  take 
uppon  him  or  them  to  serve  in  that  place  for  the  tyme  of  the  same  yere  folowing 
That  then  he  or  they  that  so  shall  wilfully  refuse  having  no  reasonable  cause  to 
the  contrary  shall  forfeyt  &  paye  for  his  said  wilfull  refusall  Sixe  shillings  & 
eight  pence 


7-  THE    BLACK   BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  &  agreed  that  evry  householder  of  that  mistery  or 
crafte  w'hin  the  said  Borough  &  Suburbes  shall  attend  &  come  to  the  said  halle 
at  such  tyme  as  they  shalbe  comaundyd  upon  warning  to  them  gyven  by  the 
said  master  &  wardens  to  thentents  beforesaid  And  if  any  of  them  having  no 
lawfull  lett  doo  obstinately  refuse  upon  such  warning  given  to  come  thither  or 
being  there  after  such  good  orders  or  ordynaunce  made  agreed  on  &  sett  downe 
in  writing  doo  refuse  denye  or  wmstand  any  good  order  that  there  shalbe 
concludyd  or  agreed  on  by  the  master  wardens  &  the  greater  parte  of  the  rest  of 
that  crafte  that  then  he  or  they  &  evry  of  them  so  obstinately  refusing  to  come 
or  being  present  wmstanding  or  not  obeing  such  good  ordynaunce  shall  paye  for 
evry  such  defalte  two  shillings  &  sixe  pence. 

Item  it  is  also  establisshed  &  agreed  that  no  Baker  w*hin  this  Burrough 
or  Suburbes  shall  receve  or  take  into  his  sruice  any  man  or  chielde  to  dwell  wth 
him  to  thintent  to  learne  his  mistery  or  crafte  Except  he  take  hym  to  be-  his 
Apprentyce  or  covenant  servaunt  for  the  terme  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  uppon 
payne  that  evry  suche  offence  shall  forfeit  &  paye  ffourtie  shillings 

Item  it  is  further  agreed  that  no  Baker  dwelling  wthin  the  same  Borough 
or  Suburbes  shall  take  above  one  Apprentice  or  covenant  sruant  to  dwell  wth  hym 
at  once  Except  it  be  in  the  last  yere  of  such  yeres  as  his  former  Apprentice  or 
covenant  servante  hathe  or  ought  to  serve  And  than  yf  he  wille  he  may  take 
one  other  to  be  his  Apprentice  or  covenant  sruaunt  for  seaven  yeres  to  come  or 
more  wherin  it  is  ment  that  none  of  the  said  householders  being  Bakers  may 
have  one  Apprentice  at  one  tyme  sauyng  in  the  last  yere  of  the  former  Apprentice 
And  that  evry  of  the  said  Bakers  taking  any  Apprentice  or  covenant  servant  for 
yeres  shall  take  the  same  Apprentice  or  covenant  servant  by  Indenture  And 
shall  bryng  the  same  Apprentice  or  covenant  servaunt  togyther  wtu  his  Indenture 
before  the  Bailief  &  Becorder  Steward  or  Townclerk  of  the  same  Borough  for  the 
tyme  being  w'hin  one  moneth  next  after  such  bargain  or  taking  into  sruice  of 
such  aprentice  or  covenaunt  sruaunt  So  as  the  said  taking  may  be  acknolegyd 
before  the  said  officers  or  any  two  of  them  And  the  Indenture  enrolyd  by  the 
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Towneclerk  emong  bhe  Court  Boles  or  Kecordes  of  the  said  Borough  The 
bownclerk  baking  for  such  Enrolment  only  twelve  pence  uppon  payn  that  evry 
Baker  retayning  any  Apprentice  or  covenant  servant  and  not  pfourmyng  this 
Article  shall  forfeit  &  paye  Twenty  Shillings. 

Item  it  is  ordenyd  that  no  man  whither  he  were  borne  in  the  said  Borough 
or  out  of  the  said  borough  shalbe  adinytted  by  the  said  master  &  wardens  to  sett 
upp  the  Arte  of  bakyng  or  suffred  to  use  the  same  crafte  wMiin  the  said  Borough 
or  Suburbes  Except  he  have  been  Apprentice  or  Covenant  sruant  &  served  in 
the  same  craft  by  the  space  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  And  that  to  be  duely  puyd 
(proved)  by  good  witnesses  before  the  Bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being 
&  the  maister  &  wardens  of  the  Bakers  before  his  admission  uppon  payne  (folio  60) 
that  the  maister  &  wardens  of  Bakers  suffring  any  such  pson  to  use  &  occupie 
the  said  Arte  w*hin  the  said  Borough  or  Suburbes  the  space  of  one  moneth  shall 
forfeit  &  paye  to  the  chamber  of  the  said  Borough  for  evry  such  defalte  foure 
pounds  whereof  the  master  shall  pay  fourtie  shillings  &  the  two  wardens  other 
fourtie  shillings. 

Item  it  is  further  agreed  &  establisshed  that  no  fforener  wch  is  not  alrerly 
admytted  as  one  of  the  company  of  bakers  of  this  borough  Although  he  haue 
beene  Apprentice  or  covenant  servant  out  of  this  borough  shalbe  suffred  or 
admytted  to  sett  upp  and  to  use  &  exercise  the  said  Arte  w^iin  this  Borough  or 
Suburbes  before  he  compound  wtu  the  maister  &  wardens  of  Bakers  &  paye  unto 
them  ffoure  pounds  of  good  englissh  money  at  the  least  wch  Some  of  foure  pounds 
shalbe  paid  at  such  dayes  &  tymes  as  they  &  the  partye  compounding  can  agree 
So  it  be  wthin  one  yere  next  after  such  composicyon  uppon  payn  that  evry  such 
fforener  baking  to  sell  w'hin  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  before  such  composicion 
had  shall  forfeit  &  loose  all  such  bread  as  he  baketh  to  sell  w^out  composicion 
&  lycens. 

Item  it  is  agreed  that  the  said  master  &  wardens  of  bakers  wMim  this 
borough  shall  quietly  suffer  evry  such  pson  as  hathe  beene  Apprentice  or 
covenant  sruant  to  the  said  x\rte  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  &  there  srued 
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the  space  of  seven  yeres  or  more  as  is  above  lymytted  after  thexpiracion  of  his 
terme  to  sett  upp  &  occupye  the  said  Arte  or  mistery  wlim  the  said  borough  or 
Suburbes  So  as  the  same  pson  first  make  request  therof  to  the  said  maister  & 
wardens  &  pave  to  them  at  his  ffirst  setting  upp  three  shillings  &  foure  pence. 

Item  it  is  further  agreed  that  if  it  fortune  any  man  being  a  householder  of 
that  company  of  Bakers  w%in  this  borough  or  Suburbes  having  Apprentice  or 
covenant  sruant  as  aforesaid  to  dye  before  the  end  or  thexpiracion  of  the  terme 
&  yeres  of  such  apprentice  or  covennt  sruant  That  then  the  said  apprentice  or 
covennt  srunt  being  bound  &  inrolled  as  abovesaid  sruyng  out  the  rest  of  the 
yeres  to  come  in  his  Indenture  wth  the  widowe  of  his  late  maister  or  wfcl1  any 
other  of  that  companye  by  his  maister  or  mistres  Apoyntment  shall  &  maye  at 
his  libertye  after  thexpiracion  of  his  said  yeres  (making  ffirst  request  to  the 
maister  &  wardens  of  that  occupacyon  &  paying  to  them  three  shillings  &  foure 
pence  as  abovesaid)  sett  upp  occupye  &  use  his  said  occupacion  or  crafte  w'hin 
the  said  Borough  or  Suburbes  aswell  as  thoughe  his  maister  had  lyved  out  the 
terme  of  yeres  comprised  in  the  same  Indentures 

And  further  it  is  agreed  that  if  any  woman  w'hin  the  said  Borough  or 
Suburbes  fortune  to  burye  her  husbond  who  at  the  tyme  of  his  deathe  was  one  of 
the  feloshippe  &  companye  of  Bakers  hauinge  Apprentice  or  Ser vaunt  that  can 
skyll  of  baking  That  the  said  woman  during  her  widowhedd  shall  or  may  use  the 
said  Arte  or  crafte  of  baking  wthin  the  said  Burrough  or  Suburbes  paing  such 
scott  lott  &  other  duetyes  as  her  husbond  should  or  ought  to  have  doon  iff  he 
had  lyved  And  if  any  such  widowe  be  afterward  maryed  to  another  man  being  of 
the  same  Arte  And  not  admytted  of  the  said  company  of  Bakers  of  this  borough 
Although  he  be  dwelling  w'hin  the  said  Borough  or  Suburbes  And  after  such 
mariage  woolde  sett  upp  the  same  crafte  or  occupacion  It  is  agreid  that  neither 
the  man  nor  woman  so  married  shall  use  or  exercise  the  said  Arte  w'hin  the  said 
borough  or  suburbes  untill  he  have  first  compoundyd  wl  the  said  maister  & 
warden  of  bakers  as  aforesaid  uppon  payn  that  evry  pson  offending  &  breaking 
this  Article  shall  forfaite  &  loose  all  such  bredd  as  he  or  she  baketh  to  sell  before 
such  agrement  &  composicion 
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I  ii'in  it,  is  agreed  that  evry  linker  w'ln  this  borough  &  suburbes  shall  bake 
horsebred  in  such  sorte  that  ho  shall  not  sell  above  three  horseloves  for  a  peny 
if  ho  soil  but  one  penyworfch  at  once  uppon  payn  that  evry  pson  doing  the 
contrary  shall  forfeit  for  evry  tyme  offending  thre  shillings  &  fourepence. 

Item  it  is  agreid.  that  no  Baker  of  the  said  Borough  shall  from  henceforth 
in  any  wise  hake  any  kind  of  bred  uppon  the  Sondayes  (except  it  he  for  great 
necessitye  or  urgent  cause  wch  cause  he  shall  first  declare  to  the  bailief  of  this 
borough  for  the  tyme  being  &  the  said  maister  &  wardens  And  that  cause 
knowen  to  be  true  &  lycence  obtenyd  he  or  they  may  bake  on  the  Sonday  And 
otherwise  whatsoever  baker  offending  this  Article  shall  forfeit  &  paye  for  evry 
tyme  so  doing  Sixe  shillings  &  eight  pence. 

(folio  61)  Item  it  is  agreid  that  none  of  the  said  Arte  or  crafte  of  Bakers  of  this 
Borough  shall  carry  out  of  the  same  Borough  or  Suburbes  any  kinde  of  Bread  to 
be  solde  to  any  market  towne  or  other  place  Saving  to  Coventrye  on  Wensdayes 
&  ffridayes  to  Southam  on  mondayes  &  to  Bugby  on  Saturdayes  uppon  payn  to 
forfeit  for  evry  tyme  doing  the  contrary  Sixe  shillings  &  eight  pence  Except  it 
be  to  gentleinens  houses  buryalls  &  weddings  And  that  not  to  be  done  w'hout 
request  first  made  to  the  maister  &  wardens  of  that  company  &  licence  of 
them  obtayned  uppon  payn  to  forfeit  for  evry  tyme  doing  the  contrary  Sixe 
shillings  &  eight  pence. 

Item  it  is  ordeyned  &  agreid  that  all  the  Bakers  of  the  same  Borough 
shall  wey  all  such  corne  &  grayn  as  they  shall  send  or  delyver  to  be  ground  at 
any  mille  uppon  payn  to  forfeit  for  evry  tyme  sending  corne  &  not  weyng  it 
ffyve  shillings. 

Item  it  is  further  agreid  that  if  any  man  of  the  same  crafte  of  bakers  of 
this  borough  having  Apprentice  or  covenant  sruant  wth  hym  for  yeres  as  it  is 
aforesaid  shall  happen  to  misuse  the  said  Apprentice  or  covenant  Serunt  That 
then  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  Apprentice  or  covenant  sruant  to  complayn  to 
the  maister  &  wardens  of  that  company  of  &  for  the  misdemeanor  of  his  said 
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master  uppon  wcl1  complaynt  it  sbalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  maister  &  wardens  of 
that  company  to  call  the  maister  of  such  Apprentice  or  covennt  sruant  before 
them  to  examyn  the  said  misdemeanor  And  if  by  examynacion  it  appeare  that 
the  said  maister  hath  misused  his  Apprentice  or  covenant  sruant  Than  the 
maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  companye  shall  for  the  first  misdemeanor  give  him 
warning  of  the  same  faulte  wth  exhortacyon  that  he  use  not  the  same  agayn 
And  if  it  appeare  that  the  said  maister  doo  eftsones  misuse  his  said  Apprentice 
or  covennt  sruant  Then  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  maister  &  wardeyns  to  take 
such  Apprentice  or  covennt  sruant  misused  from  his  said  maister  &  to  put  him  to 
serve  some  other  honest  man  of  that  crafte  to  serve  out  the  rest  of  his  yeres 
notw'hstonding  any  Indenture  or  bond  made  by  any  such  Apprentice  or  covennt 
sruant  or  by  any  of  his  frynds  to  his  said  maister  And  uppon  the  determynacion 
of  the  same  yeres  so  served  out  The  same  Apprentice  or  covenaunt  sruaunt  shall 
or  may  be  admitted  to  sett  upp  his  said  occupacion  or  crafte  as  is  beforesaid  in 
like  maner  as  yf  he  had  sruyd  out  his  yeres  wth  his  first  maister 

And  it  is  also  agreid  &  concludid  by  consent  aforesaid  that  yf  any  pson  or 
psons  w*hin  the  said  Borough  or  Suburbes  shall  offend  in  breking  any  of  the 
ordynncs  in  this  booke  conteynyd  &  will  not  furthwith  pay  such  some  or  somes 
of  money  as  he  or  they  haue  lost  by  the  same  offence  or  offencs  Then  it  shalbe 
lawfull  for  the  said  maister  &  wardens  for  the  tyme  being  by  auctorytie  aforesaid 
to  enter  the  house  or  houses  of  such  offenders  or  offender  &  to  take  some  part  of 
his  or  their  goods  &  cattalles  in  the  name  of  a  distress  or  otherwise  to  distreyn 
the  cattalles  or  goods  of  evry  or  any  such  offenders  though  it  be  out  of  their  houses 
so  it  be  w'hin  this  Borough  or  Suburbes  And  the  same  to  deteyn  untill  such 
tyme  as  he  or  they  have  payd  such  some  or  somes  of  money  as  he  or  they  have 
lost  or  forfayted  by  breaking  any  of  the  said  ordynncs  or  Articles  And  in  case 
he  or  they  so  offending  will  not  quietly  paye  the  same  some  or  somes  of  money 
w4iin  the  space  of  one  moneth  next  after  such  distres  taken  Than  the  said 
maister  &  wardens  shall  bring  the  same  distres  before  the  Bailief  &  the  Recorder 
Steward  or  Townclerk  or  any  two  of  them  sitting  in  the  court  the  next  court 
clave  holden  w'hiu  the  said  Borough  next  after  the  said  moneth  And  then  & 
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there  bhe  said  distres  shalbe  praised  by  two  indifferent  psons  uppon  w1' 
praisement  tho  said  maister  &  wardens  shall  or  may  make  Bale  of  bhe  thing  or 
things  praised  &  shall  take  such  some  or  somes  of  money  therof  as  have  been  lost 
or  forfeited  by  the  said  offender  or  offenders  &  shall  deliver  bhe  rest  &  overplus 
of  the  money  (if  any  be)  to  the  owner  &  owners  so  offending  and  distreynyd  as 
aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  agreid  that  uppon  saint  elements  daye  evry  yere  the  said 
maister  &  wardens  shall  call  all  others  of  that  craft  of  the  said  Borough  & 
Suburbes  to  the  said  halle  And  there  in  psence  of  them  all  shall  make  a  full  & 
pfytt  Accompt  of  all  such  somes  of  money  as  they  have  recevyd  that  yere  for  any 
default  agrement  or  otherwise  as  aforesaid  And  after  that  Acompt  fully  made  & 
detmyned  The  said  maister  &  wardens  wth  the  rest  of  that  craft  shall  than  & 
there  choose  one  of  that  crafte  to  be  maister  &  two  others  to  be  wardens  of  the 
said  craft  company  &  ffeloshippe  for  the  yere  to  come  And  then  after  the  election 
&  choice  of  the  newe  maister  &  wardens  the  olde  maister  &  wardens  shall  dely  ver 
over  to  the  said  newe  maister  &  wardens  the  one  half  of  all  such  money  &  other 
things  as  have  come  to  their  hands  that  yere  hapnyng  or  rising  of  or  for  any 
composicion  agrement  forfeyture  payne  (folio  62)  or  penaltye  whatsoer  bogibher 
also  wth  such  stock  as  the  said  maister  &  wardens  recevyd  the  yere  before  (the 
said  newe  maister  &  wardens  putting  in  band  for  the  true  Acompting  & 
aunswering  of  the  said  stock  &  receipts  at  the  yeres  end  The  other  moytie  & 
half  of  all  somes  of  money  &  other  things  levyed  or  rising  of  any  composicion 
agrement  penaltye  or  forfeiture  the  said  olde  maister  &  wardens  shall  delyver  & 
pay  to  the  hands  of  the  bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  to  the  use  & 
behafe  of  the  chamber  of  this  borough  ymediatly  or  wlhin  seaven  dayes  next  after 
the  levyeng  of  the  mony  rising  or  hapenyng  uppon  or  for  such  composicion 
agrement  penaltye  or  forfeiture  And  shall  at  some  covenyent  tyme  betwene 
Martilmas  &  saint  elements  daye  yerely  acompt  before  the  Audytor  of  this 
borough  for  all  such  somes  of  money  &  other,  things  as  haue  risen  &  happenyd 
w^in  the  tyme  of  their  offices  for  by  reson  of  any  composicion  or  penaltye  or 
otherwise  as  aforesaid  uppon  payn  that  evry  maister  &  warden  not  pfenning  this 
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Article  shall  forfeyt  &  pay  to  the  bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  to 
the  use  of  the  chain br  of  the  said  borough  for  evry  defalte  negligence  or  offence 
ftive  pounds 

And  also  it  is  ordenyd  &  consentid  unto  that  the  said  Bakers  shall  not  at 
their  meetings  or  consultacions  devise  or  doo  any  thing  contry  to  good  order  & 
quiet  government  of  the  comon  weale  &  subiects  of  this  borough  or  countrey 
adiacent  neither  shall  detmyne  any  thing  against  the  good  usages  &  lawes  of  this 
land  but  shall  doo  all  things  to  the  benyfiting  of  this  borough  the  countrey  & 
their  selves  so  farre  as  the  same  may  stand  &  be  agreable  wth  the  good  usages  & 
lawes  aforesaid  And  in  case  any  matter  of  doubt  or  controuersye  happen  to 
arise  emongs  the  said  bakers  That  then  the  same  shalbe  referrid  to  be  orderyd 
&  detmynid  by  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  of  the  borough  aforesaid  for  the 
tyme  being. 

ffmally  it  is  agreid  consentid  unto  &  concludid  that  incase  anything  be 
done  by  the  said  company  of  bakers  or  any  of  them  contry  to  the  good  customes 
&  lawes  of  this  land  or  the  benifite  &  quiet  government  of  this  comon  weale  Or 
incase  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  shall 
see  cause  to  redresse  reforme  or  emend  any  article  or  thing  in  this  booke  specified 
or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to  tliies  abovewriten  That  then  the  said 
maister  &  wTardens  &  company  of  Bakers  upon  request  made  to  them  or  any  of 
them  by  the  bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  shall  &  will  surrender  & 
delyver  upp  into  the  hands  of  the  said  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  for  the  tyme 
being  this  booke  &  all  the  orders  constitucions  &  agrements  abovesaid  to  be  by 
them  reformid  redressed  emended  or  newe  made  as  the  tyme  &  case  shall 
requyre. 

And  otherwise  if  it  happen  that  any  maister  or  wardens  of  the  said 
company  of  Bakers  wilbe  obstinate  or  so  wilfull  as  to  refuse  or  not  to  delyver 
upp  this  book  uppon  request  made  as  is  aforesaid  That  then  it  may  &  shalbe 
laufull  for  the  said  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  at  their 
pleasures  to  defcmyn  all  &  evry  or  any  of  the  Articles  abovewriten  &  the  same 
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make  voide  <>r  in  bheir  places  to  make  newe  as  occasion  .^  byme  shall  require  by 
their  discrecions  wch  being  deuysed  determyned  A  agreid  upon  by  the  Bailief  >v 
principall  Burgesses  aforesaid  or  greter  nomber  of  them  &  knoleige  therof  given 

in  writing  to  the  maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  company  of  Bakers  for  the  byme 
being  shalbe  from  thensforth  taken  and  repubyd  ordynncs  &  orders  to  hind.-  bhe 
said  company  of  Bakers  &  evry  of  them  to  the  pformance  therof  limn  byme  bo 
tyme  This  booke  or  anything  herin  conteynid  to  the  contry  notw'hstonding 
In  witnes  of  all  wch  articles  agrements  &  conclusions  made  by  consent  abovesaid 
The  nowe  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  aforesaid  have  to  thies  presents  put 
their  comon  seale  the  Laste  daye  of  August  in  the  mvetenbh  yere  of  the  reigne 
of  our  souereign  ladye  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  Quene  of  Englond  ffraunce 
and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faithe  &c  1573 

Md  that  the  Bakers  book  in  fourme  aforesaid  mad 
was  sealid  in  the  counsell  house  where  the  chest  stondith 
the  xiiijth  daie  of  June  1574  being  in  the  sixtenth  yere  of 
quene  Elizabeth  Than  being  therat  present  the  balief  &  all 
the  principall  Burgesses  namely  humfrey  crane  bailief 
Bicherd  ffisher  Bicherd  Townesend  Bicherd  Boo  John  ffisher 
Bicherd  brook  Symon  Yong  Thorns  Powell  Willm  ffrekulton 
Bobart  phillippes  Thomas  Jenks  John  Diche  &  John  Bigeley 
at  wcl1  tyme  the  sute  brought  by  John  ffisher  &  other  overseers 
to  Mr  Oken's  will  against  Bobert  philips  &  Thomas  cawdrey 
was  treyted  of. 
(folio  63)  Grants  of  Advowsons   of  Chaddesley  and  Stone. 

A  sale  of  wood  underwood  upon  a  close  at  Eatton  called  "pyrry  croft  " 
"  togither  also  wth  ffortye  Bonell  Okes  growing  in  and  about  the  hedgerows" 
to  Bichard  Fisher  for  £5. 
(folio  64)  Precept  of  the  Sheriff  Henry  Compton  to  the  Bailiff  &  Burgesses  for  the 
election  of  two  representatives  for  parliament,  14  Elizabeth,  and  Indenture  of 
the  election  of  Thomas  Dudley  and  John  Fisher. 
(folio  65)  Grant  of  advowson  of  Busshok 
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The  visit  of  Queen  Elzabeth. 

-.  .  t  Be  it  remembei'd  that  in  the  yere  of  0r  Lord  God  one 

»!  he  sccouo  tomnncj    of  J 

tbt  ©nenrs  ftl;iirstn     thousand  five  hundred  seventy  and  twoo  and  in  the  fourtenth 
to  t'i'hntouk  yere  of  the  reigne  of  or  souireigne  Lady  Quene  Elizabeth  the 

14  Ehz.  1572  xjjtii  (]ay  0f  August  in  the  said  yere  It  pleased  the  said  souireigne 
Lady  to  visit  this  Borough  of  Warwik  in  her  hieghnis  pson  whreof  the  Bailief 
ol  this  Borough  and  the  principall  Burgesses  being  advised  by  the  ryht  honorable 
Therle  of  leycest1'  the  said  Bailief  andprincipall  Burgesses  aforestated  wl  some 
other  of  the  comoners  after  the  election  of  Edward  Aglionby  to  be  there  Becorder 
in  plaice  of  Mr  Wilhn  Wigston  Knyht  prepare  themselfe  according  to  there 
bounden  duty  to  attend  her  heighnis  at  the  uttermost  confynes  of  their  Libtye 
towards  the  place  from  whence  her  Maty  should  come  from  dynner  woh  was  at 
Ichington  the  house  of  Edward  Fisher  being  six  miles  from  Warwick  where  it 
pleased  her  highnies  to  dyne  the  said  xijth  of  August  being  Monday  The  direct 
way  from  whence  leading  by  Tachebrok  and  so  thorough  Myton  feld  And  therfre 
it  was  thought  convenient  by  the  said  bailief  Becorder  &  Burgesses  to  expect  her 
Mata  at  the  gate  between  Tachebrok  feld  &  Myton  feld  Nertheles  the  weather 
having  bene  very  fowle  long  tyme  before  And  the  way  much  staynid  with 
carriage  her  Ma'y  was  led  an  other  way  thorough  Chesterton  pastures  &  so  by 
Okeley  &  by  that  meannes  cam  toward  the  towne  by  ffourd  myll  wherofT  the  said 
Bailief  Recorder  &  Burgesses  having  woord  they  left  there  place  afretaken  And 
resorted  to  the  said  ffour  myl  hill  where  being  plaiced  in  order  ffirst  the  Bailief 
then  the  Becorder  then  evry  of  the  principall  Burgesses  in  order  kneling  And 
behind  M1'  Bailief  knelid  M1'  Griffyn  preacher  her  maiesty  about  three  of  the  clok 
in  her  coache  acompanyed  wl  her  Lady  of  Warwick  in  the  same  coche  &  many 
other  Ladys  &,  Lords  attending  namely  the  Lord  Burghley  lately  made  lord 
Tresorer  of  Euglond  The  Earle  of  Sussex  lately  made  Lord  Chamberleyne  to  her 
MatJ  The  lord  ho  ward  of  Effingham  lately  made  lord  pryvy  seale  The  Earle  of 
Oxford  Lord  gret  chamblyn  of  Englond  Therle  of  Rutland  Therle  of  Huntingly 
lately  made  president  of  the  North  Therle  of  Warwik  Therle  of  Leyester  Mr  of 
'.he  horse  and  many  other  bishops  lords  ladyes  &  great  estates  aproched  and  came 
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as  nere  as  the  cocho  could  be  brought  nyegb  to  the  place  where  the  said  Bailief 
it  company  knelid  and  there  staid  causing  evry  part  &  Bide  of  the  coache  to  be 
openyd  that  all  her  subiects  present  might  heboid  her  wch  most  gladly  they 
desired  (folio  66)  Whereupon  after  a  pause  made  the  said  Recorder  began  his 
oracion  to  her  Malv  and  spack  as  hereafter  folowth 

<Thc    ov.uion  mate  la  The    maner  and    eustoine*  to  salute    princes  vv*   puhlik 

tbr  q.  m;ui>  oracions  hath  bene  of  long  tyme  used  most  excellent  &  gracious 

soueveyne  Ladie  begonne  by  the  greek  confirmed  by  the  Eomayne  &  by  discourse 
of  tyme  contynued  even  to  thes  our  daies  And  because  the  same  were  made  in 
puhlik  plaices  &  open  Assemblies  of  Senators  &  counsaillors  they  were  called  both 
in  greek  &  Latyne  psenegyricae  In  thes  were  sett  fourth  the  comendacions  of 
Kynge  &  Empors  in  the  sweet  sound  whereof  as  the  eares  of  evill  prynces  were 
delighted  by  hearing  there  undeservid  prase  So  were  good  prynces  by  the 
playsauut  remberance  of  their  knowen  &  true  virtues  made  better  being  put  in 
mynde  of  their  office  and  goverment  To  the  pformance  of  thes  oracions  of  all 
the  three  stiles  of  Ehetoryk  or  figure  speech  the  hieghest  was  requyred  wh  thing 
considered  most  gracious  Ladie  abasshith  me  very  much  to  undertake  this 
Interprice  being  not  exercised  in  thes  studis  occupied  &  travelling  in  the  comon 
&  private  affaires  of  the  Countrey  &  y1'  heyghnies  service  here  The  Maaestie  of  a 
prynces  countennce  such  as  it  is  reported  to  have  been  in  Alexander  in  the  noble 
Eomayne  Marius  in  Octavius  the  Empero1"  &  of  late  tyme  in  the  wise  &  politique 
prince  King  Henry  the  seaventh  yor  graundfather  &  in  yr  noble  and  victorious 
father  King  Henry  the  eight  whose  lookes  appallid  the  stout  corages  of  their 
beholders  The  same  also  remaining  naturally  in  yor  hieghnes  may  soone  put  me 
bothe  out  of  countenance  &  reinembraun.ee  also  which  if  it  happen  I  most  humbly 
beseech  yo1"  hieghnies  to  laie  the  fault  there  rather  than  to  any  other  my  folly 
necligence  or  want  of  good  regard  of  my  duties  who  coulde  not  have  bene  brought 
to  this  place  if  the  good  will  wch  I  have  to  declare  bothe  myne  owne  duetifull 
hart  towards  yo1'  highnes  and  theirs  also  who  inioyned  me  this  office  had  not 
farre  surmounted  the  feare  &  dissability  wch  I  felt  in  my  self  But  the  best  remidie 
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for  this  purpose  is  to  be  short  of  spech  which  I  entend  to  use  in  this  place  who 
having'  spoken  a  feaw  things  towelling  the  auncient  and  present  estate  of  this 
borough  &  of  the  ioyfull  expectacion  which  thinhabitants  of  the  same  have  of  yor 
graces  repayre  hither  ffor  if  I  shoulde  enter  into  the  comendacion  of  the  divyne 
gifts  of  yor  Eoiale  person  of  the  Bare  vertues  of  yo1'  mynde  ingrafted  in  youe  from 
yor  tender  yeres  of  the  prosperous  Achievem*  of  all  yo1"  noble  affaires  to  the 
coutentacion  of  yor  hieghnies  '&  the  wealth  of  yor  Domynyons  I  should  rather 
want  tyme  than  matter  &  be  tedious  to  yor  hieghnies  when  I  should  bothe  to 
myself  &  others  have  seemed  so  skant  in  praises  And  yet  if  wee  should  forget  to 
call  to  remembrance  the  great  benefits  receved  from  God  by  the  happy  and  long 
desired  entraunce  of  yo1'  maiesty  into  thimperiall  throne  of  this  Eealme  after  the 
pitifull  slaughter  &  exile  of  many  of  yo1'  hieghnies  godly  subiects  the  Eestauracion 
of  Gods  true  Eeligion  the  speadie  chaunge  of  warres  into  peace  of  dearth  & 
famyne  into  plentie  of  an  huge  masse  of  dross  &  counterfeit  monye  into  fyne  golde 
&  silver  to  yor  hieghnies  gret  hono1'  whose  prosperous  reigne  hitherto  hath  not 
bene  towched  with  any  trowbelous  season  (The  Eude  blast  of  one  insurrection 
except)  which  being  soone  blowen  over  &  appeasd  by  Gods  favor  &  yor  mats 
wisdome  hath  made  yo1'  happy  goverment  to  shyne  more  gloriosly  even  as  the 
Sonne  after  dark  clowdes  appereth  msre  clear  &  beautifull  If  this  I  saie  weare 
not  remembred  wee  myht  seme  unthankfull  unto  God  unnaturall  to  yo1'  maiestie 
of  wh  thyng  I  woold  saie  more  if  yo1'  mate  were  not  present  but  I  will  leave 
considering  rather  what  yo1'  modest  eares  may  abide  than  what  is  due  to  yo1' 
vertues  Thanking  God  that  he  hath  sent  us  such  a  prynce  in  deede  as  the  noble 
Senator  Caius  Plinius  truly  reported  of  the  good  Empero1'  Fraianus  calling  him 
in  his  presence  wlout  feare  of  flattery  castum  sanctum  &  deo  similimu  principem 
But  to  return  to  the  auncient  estate  of  this  towne  of  Warwik  wee  reade  in  olde 
writyngs  &  autenticall  cronycles  the  same  to  have  been  a  citie  or  walled  towne 
in  the  tyme  of  the  Brytayns  called  then  carwar  &  afterwards  in  the  tyme  of  the 
Saxons  that  name  was  chaunged  into  Warwik  We  reade  also  of  noble  Earles  of 
the  same  namely  of  one  Guido  or  Guye  who  being  Baron  of  Wallingford  becam 
Earle  of  Warwik  by  marriage  of  the  Ladie  ffelixe  the  sole  doughter  &  heyre  of 
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that  house  in  the  tyme  of  King  A.thelston  who  rayned  over  this  lande  about  the 
yere  ef  or  lorde  God  933  We  reade  also  that  it  was  indowed  with  a  Bysshoppes 
See  &  so  continued  a  fiorisshing  citie  untill  the  tyme  of  Iv.  Etheldred  in  whose 
dayes  it  was  sackid  &  burnt  by  the  Daynes  &  brought  to  utter  desolacion  the 
comon  evill  of  all  barbarous  nacions  overflowing  civill  countreys  as  may  appeare 
by  the  famouse  cities  &  monuments  of  Germanye  ffraunce  &  Italye  defaced  & 
(folio  67)  destroyed  by  the  Goathes  Vandales  Normanes  &  Hunnes  Synce  this 
overthrowe  it  was  never  hable  to  recover  the  name  of  a  citie  supported  only  of 
long  tyme  by  the  countenance  and  liberality  of  the  Earles  of  that  place  especially 
of  the  name  of  Beauchampe  of  whom  yo1"  maistie  may  see  divers  noble  monuments 
remanyng  here  untill  this  daie  whose  noble  services  to  their  prynces  &  countrey 
are  recorded  in  histories  in  the  tyme  of  King  Henry  the  third  King  Edward  the 
first  second  &  Thirde  and  so  untill  the  tyme  of  King  Henry  the  sixt  about  whose 
tyme  that  house  being  advanced  to  dukedom  even  in  the  toppe  of  his  hono1'  failid 
in  heires  male  and  so  w  as  translated  to  the  house  of  Salisbury  which  afterwards 
dekayd  also  and  so  this  Erledome  being  extinct  in  the  tyme  of  yor  hieghnis 
grandfather  King  Henry  the  seaventh  remaned  so  all  the  tyme  of  yor  noble  father 
or  late  dred  souereyne  King  Henry  the  eight  who  having  compassion  of  the 
pitifull  desolacion  of  this  towne  did  incorporate  the  same  by  the  names  of 
Burgesses  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  endowing  them  also  w*  possessions  &  landes 
to  the  value  of  Liiij11  xiiij8  iiijd  by  yere  inioyning  them  wlall  to  kepe  a  vykar 
to  serve  in  the  church  and  divers  other  Ministers  w*  a  skolemaister  for  the 
bringing  up  of  youth  in  learnyng  &  vertue  The  noble  prynces  Quene  Mary  yor 
hieghnis  Sister  folowing  thexample  of  her  father  in  respect  of  the  Auncientnes  of 
the  said  towne  by  her  Ires  patent  augmented  the  corporation  by  creating  a 
Bailief  &  xij  principall  Burgesses  w*  divers  other  libtes  and  franchises  to 
thadvauncem1  of  the  poore  towne  and  the  ppetuall  fame  &  praise  of  her  goodues 
so  long  as  the  same  shall  stand  your  maiestie  hath  graciously  confirmed  thes  Ires 
patent  adding  thereunto  the  greatest  honor  that  ever  come  to  this  towne  sins  the 
dekay  of  the  Earles  Beauchamps  aforenamyd  by  giving  unto  them  an  Earle  a 
noble  &  valiaunt  gentleman  lyneally  extracted  out  of  the  same  house  And  further 
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of  your  great  goodnes  bountfullnes  yor  male  hathe  advaunced  his  noble  &  worthie 
brother  to  like  dignytie-&  bono1'  establisshing  him  in  the  confynes  of  the  same 
libtie  to  tbe  great  good  &  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  towne  Of  whose 
liberalitie  (being  inbabilid  by  your  hieghnis  only)  they  have  bountifully  tastid  by 
enioyng  from,  him  the  erection  of  an  hospitall  to  the  relief  of  the  poore  of  the 
same  towne  for  ever  besides  an  annuall  pencion  of  ffivetie  poundes  by  yere 
bestowed  by  him  upon  a  preacher  wtout  the  woh  they  should  lack  the  hevenly 
foode  of  tber  soules  by  want  of  preaching  the  towne  being  not  hable  to  fynde  the 
same  by  reason  that  the  necessary  charges  &  stipend  of  the  minister  &  other 
offices  there  farre  surmount  their  yerely  Eevenues  notwtstanding  the  bountifull 
gift  of  yor  noble  father  bestowing  the  same  to  their  great  good  &  beuefyt  Such  is 
yor  gracious  &  bountifull  goodness  Such  are  the  persones  &  fruytes  rising  up  & 
springing  out  of  the  same  To  which  twoo  noble  psonags  I  know  yo1'  maite  presence 
here  to  be  most  comfortable  most  desired  &  most  welcome  And  to  thinhabitants 
of  this  towne  the  same  doth  bode  &  pronosticate  the  conversion  of  their  old  fatall 
dekaye  &  poverty  into  some  better  estate  &  fortune  even  as  the  comyng  of  Carolus 
magnus  to  the  olde  Euynes  of  Agnisgrann  nowe  called  Achi  in  Brabant  being  an 
Auncient  citie  buylded  by  one  Granus  brother  to  Nero  was  the  occasion  by  the 
pitifull  compassion  of  so  noble  a  prynce  to  reedifye  the  same  and  to  advaunce  it  to 
such  honor  as  untill  this  day  it  recevith  every  Empero1'  at  his  first  coronacion 
But  what  cause  soever  hath  brought  yor  Maiestie  hither  either  the  bewtifulnes 
of  the  place  or  yo1'  hieghnes  gracious  favo1'  to  theis  parties  surely  the  incomparable 
ioy  that  all  this  countrey  hathe  recevid  for  that  it  hath  plesed  you  to  blesse  them 
wh  your  comfortable  presence  can  not  by  me  be  expressed  But  as  their  duetifull 
hartes  can  shewe  themselves  by  externall  synes  and  testymonyes  so  may  it  to  yo1" 
mate  appeare  the  populus  concourse  of  this  multitude  the  wayes  &  streites  filled 
wl  companyes  of  all  ages  desirous  to  have  the  fruicion  of  your  divine  countennce 
the  houses  &  habitacions  themselves  chaunged.from  their  old  nakid  bareness  into 
a  more  fresshe  shewe  &  as  it  were  a  smyling  livelynes  declare  sufficiently  though 
I  spak  not  at  all  the  ioyfull  hartes  the  singler  affections  the  readie  &  humble  good 
willes  of  us  yo1'  true  harted  subiects  And  for  further  declaracion  of  the  same  As 
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the  Bailief  and  Burgesses  of  this  poore  townc  doo  present  bo  yor  miestie  a  Bimple 
&  small  gift  coniyng  from  large  &  ample  willing  hartes  though  the  same  be  indede 
hut  as  a  droppe  of  water  in  the  ocean  Sea  in  comparison  of  that  yor  mate  desurth 
&  yet  in  their  suhstance  as  much  as  the  twoo  mytes  of  the  poore  Widowe 
mencioned  in  the  Scripture  So  there  hope  &  most  humhle  desire  is  that  yor 
highnes  will  accept  &  allowe  the  same  even  as  (folio  68)  the  said  twoo  mytes  were 
allowid  or  as  the  handfull  of  water  was  acceptid  by  Alexander  the  great  offred 
unto  him  by  a  poore  folow1'  of  his  mesuring  the  gift  not  by  the  value  of  it  but  by 
the  redie  will  of  the  offerers  whom  yor  maiestie  shall  finde  are  readie  &  willing 
to  any  siiice  that  you  shall  ymploy  them  in  as  those  that  be  .greatyst  And  thus 
craving  pardon  for  my  rude  &  lardge  speach  I  make  an  end  desiring  God  long  to 
contynewe  yor  matie  happy  &  prosperous  reigne  over  us  even  to  Nestors  yeres  if 
it  be  his  good  pleas1'  Amen  Amen 

The  Oracion  ended  Eobart  Philippes  Bailief  rising  out  of  the  place  where 
he  knelid  approched  now  to  the  coche  or  chariott  wherein  her  Matie  satt  & 
coming  to  the  side  thereof  kneling  downe  offred  unto  her  Ma^  a  purse  very  faire 
wrought  and  in  the  purse  twenty  pounds  all  in  souereynes  woh  her  maiestie 
putting  forth  her  hand  recevid  showing  wmall  a  very  beming  &  gracious 
countenance  and  smyling  said  to  Therle  of  Leycester  "  My  lord  this  is  contrary 
i\t  q.  aunsfoer  '      to  yor  promise  "  and  turnyng  toward  the  Bailief  "  I  thank  you 

&  you  all  wl  all  my  hart  for  yor  good  willes  And  I  am  very  lothe  to  take  any 
thing  at  yor  hands  now  because  youe  at  the  last  tyme  of  my  being  here  presented 
us  to  or  great  liking  &  contentacion  And  it  is  not  the  maner  to  be  always  presented 
wl  gifts  and  T  am  the  more  unwilling  to  tak  anything  of  you  because  I  knowe 
that  a  myte  of  their  hands  is  as  much  as  a  thousand  pounds  of  some  others 
Nevertheles  because  you  shall  not  think  that  I  mislike  of  yor  good  willes  I  will 
accept  it  w1  most  harty  thanks  to  yo11  all  praying  God  that  I  may  pform  as  Mr 
Eecorder  saith  such  benefit  as  is  hoped  "  And  therewmall  offered  her  hand  to  the 
Bailief  to  kisse  who  kissed  it  and  then  she  delivered  to  him  agayn  the  Mayse  wch 
before  the  oracion  he  had  deliverd  to  her  Ma^  wcl1  she  kept  in  her  lappe  all  the 
tyme  of  the  oracion- And  after  the  mace  delivered  she  called  Mr  Aglionby  to  her 
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And  offred  heL-  hand  to  him  to  kysse  w^all  smyling  said  "  Come  hither  litle 
Recorder  It  was  told  me  that  you  wold  be  afraid  to  look  upon  me  or  to  speake  so 
boldly  but  you  were  not  so  fraid  of  me  as  I  was  of  you  And  I  nowe  thank  you 
for  putting  me  in  mynde  of  my  duty  &  that  should  be  in  me  "  And  so  thereuppon 
showing  a  most  gracious  &  favorable  countenance  to  all  the  Burgesses  &  company 
said  again  "  I  most  hertely  thank  yo11  all  my  good  people 

This  being  done  Mr  Griffyn  the  preacher  aproching  niegh  her  Ma^  offred 
a  paper  to  her  and  knelid  downe  to  whom  she  said  "if  it  be  any  matter  to  be 
answerd  we  will  look  upon  it  &  give  yo1'  answer  at  my  Lord  of  Warwiks  house  " 
And  so  was  desirous  to  be  going  The  contents  of  M1'  Griffyns  writing  was  as 
hereafter  followth  in  verse 


btrsrs  brlinnb  to  tin  q 
bu  3tt;iistcr  tfuiffin 
pcbcr 


triste  absit  letum  dignare  amplectier  ome  n 

t  firmo  vitas  producas  stamina  nex  u 

xplorans  gressu  cepisti  incedere  cale  b 

urida  sulphurei  qua  torquent  tela  ministr  i 

n  capita  authoru  lex  est  ea  iusta  resulfcan  t 

it  tibi  demon stras  animi  quid  in  hoste  fugand  o 

gmina  cu  fundas  regno  nocitura  maloru  m 

ella  geris  parce  illicite  non  suscipis  arm  a 

xempla  illoru  nunqm  tibi  mente  recedun  t 

ui'pe  quibus  visum  magna  cum  clade  preess  e 

lma  vernis  vultu  sed  Christus  pectore  fertu  r 

ere  vt  feruescat  cor  religionis  amor  e 

n  verbis  pallas  factis  Actrea  tenetu  r 

ara  vt  Penelope  regia  nescia  Debora  vine  j 

men  triste  absit  defuncta  propagine  viue  s 

Gloriae  Angloru  modo  non  cadente 
te  cadit  flos  sed  perit  ipsa  radix 
regio  in  ex  te  solio  quiescat 
Septifer  haeris 
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Apparent  tenebrae  occidente  sole 

alternantq  vices  quies  laborq 
postqm  federa  desiere  pacis 

squalet  fcerribilis  lues  Mauortis 
Queq  olim  Nemesis  reciprocatur 

que  sunt  ante  pedes  videre  tantu 
non  prudentis  erit  fufcura  longe 

quam  sint  prospicere  :  est  opus  laborq 
(folio  69)  est  solum  patriae  salutis  ardor 

quo  post  funeva  Eegiu  relucet 
Nomen  sidereo  nitens  vigore 

nee  cu  corporis  interit  ruina 
Hec  quorsum  ?  an  patriae  studere  cessas 

quo  cessas  minus  boc  magis  supersis 
omnes  vnisono  ore  vota  fundunt 
at  vitas  statuere  terminos  dii 
atq  equo  pede  pauperu  tabernas 
pulsat  mors  tetra  principuq  turres 
viunt  prole  tamen  sua  parentes 
Sed  quid  plura  ?  deo  regente  reges  (a) 

(a)  Far  from  thee  be  sadness  and  disaster !  mayst  thou  deign  to  take  hold  on  this  for  thy  lot — 
the  living-out  of  a  happy  life  in  a  firm  established  union,  departing  from  the  path,  which,  till  now, 
thou  hast  troddeu — unwedded.  May  the  lightning-bolts,  which  ministers  of  darkness  may  hurl 
(against  thee)  recoil  upon  the  heads  of  them  that  cast  them — for  that  is  law  and  justice. 

May  it  be  thine  to  show  thy  courage  in  putting  thy  foes  to  flight,  when  thou  pourest  forth  thy 
hosts  to  shatter  the  power  of  hostile  nations:  yet  avoid  thou  the  waging  of  war ;  take  not  up  arms 
save  for  just  cause  ;  and  let  not  the  example  ever  leave  thy  thoughts  of  those  who  thought  it  shame 
to  win  their  way  to  power  only  through  deeds  of  blood. 

Fair  art  thou  to  look  upon  :  but  let  Christ  be  Lord  of  thy  soul,  that  thy  heart  may  be  ever 
ardent  and  sincere  in  its  love  for  things  of  holiness.  Let  it  be  truly  said  that  in  thy  words  thou  art 
wi.se  as  Pallas — in  thy  deeds  as  kindly  as  Astroea,  (iu  virtue)  as  renowned  as  royal  Penelope  :  (in 
courage)  as  Deborah,  knowing  nought  of  defeat.  May  never  harm  befall  thee — and  when  thou  art 
dead  mayst  thou  live  again  in  thy  children. 

If  thou  shouldst  fail  us,  not  only  fades  the  flower  of  the  glory  of  England's  sons,  but  its  very 
root  is  cut  off:  but  in  thy  person  may  it  rest  secure  on  thy  royal  throne,  (while)  thou  rernainest  to 
wield  the  sceptre. 

As  the  sun  sinks  the  shades  of  darkness  fall,  and  rest  and  labour  take  their  equal  share  :  after 
the  bonds  of  peace  have  fallen  away,  War,  grim  destroyer,  stalks  throughout  the  land,  and  future 
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Thes  verses  her  maiestie  delivered  to  the  Counties  of  Warwik  riding  w* 
her  in  the  coache  and  my  Lady  of  Warwik  showd  them  to  M1'  Aglionby  And  Mr 
Aglionby  to  this  writer  who  tok  a  copie  of  them 

Then  the  Bailief  Eecorder  and  principall  burgesses  w*  ther  Assistants 
were  comanded  to  their  houses  wch  they  took  w*  as  good  spede  as  they  might  and 
in  order  rode  two  &  two  togyther  before  her  Maty  from  the  ffourd  mil  hill  till  they 
earn  to  the  castell  gate  And  thus  were  they  marshallid  by  the  heraldis  and 
She  orbtr  of  marshalling  gentlemen  ushers  first  the  Attendantes  or  Assistants  to  the 
*  Stibintg  to  the  Bailief  to  the  nombr  of  xxx  two  &  two  togyther  in  coates  of 
puke  <b)  laid  on  wl  lace  Then  the  xij  principall  Burgesses  in 
gownes  of  puke  lyned  w*  satten  &  damask  upon  footclothes  Then  two  byshoppes 
Then  the  lords  of  the  counsaill  Then  next  before  the  Queues  Maty  was  placid  the 
Bailief  in  a  gowne  of  skarlet  on  the  ryht  hand  of  the  Lord  compton  who  then  was 
heigh  Sheref  of  this  Shire  And  therfore  wold  have  carried  up  his  rod  into  the 
towne  wch  was  forbiden  him  by  the  heralds  &  gentlemen  ushers  who  therfore  had 
placid  the  bailief  on  the  ryht  hand  wk  his  mace  And  in  this  maner  her  hieghnes 
was  conveid  to  the  castell  gate  where  the  said  principall  burgesses  &  assistants 
staid  evry  man  in  his  order  deviding  themselfes  on  either  side  make  a  lane  or 
Eome  where  her  Maty  should  passe  who  passing  thorough  them  gave  them  thanks 
saying  w thall  "  it  is  a  welfavored  &  comly  company  "  what  that  meant  let  him 
divyne  that  can  The  Bailief  nertheles  rode  into  the  castell  still  carrieng  up  his 
mace  being  so  directed  by  the  gentlemen  usshers  &  heralds  and  so  attending  her 

Fate  will  drink  its  deep  revenge,  though  uow  we  see  it  not,  nor  ever  look  beyond  the  path  we  tread. 
'Tis  no  wise  man's  part  only  to  look  upon  the  future  :  let  him,  too,  regards  the  things  that  are. 
There's  need  of  work  today,  need  for  the  kindling  of  a  deep  desire  for  the  welfare  of  our  land  ;  desire, 
through  which,  tho',  he  who  sits  upon  the  throne  may  die,  his  name,  shining  in  starry  splendour  is 
still  borne  brilliant,  nor  ever  dies,  tuo'  his  mortal  body  perish. 

But  whither  tends  my  son-,'?  Sbouldst  thou  then  cease  to  love  thy  country?  Nay!  the  more 
thou  lovest  it  the  more  thou  shalt  reign  supreme  (in  its  heart)  :  all  with  unanimous  voice  shall  raise 
cheir  prayera  for  thee.  But  the  gods  have  alloried  the  span  of  mortal  life,  aud  dark  death  treads 
alike  in  the  cottage  of  the  poor,  and  ihe  palace  of  the  Prince —yet  parenis  live  again  in  their  children. 
Need  I  say  more?      While  God  shall  reign  (in  heaven)  ;  thou  (on  earth). 

I  have  t->  thank  my  friend  F.  Burrow,  Esq.,  of   the    Inner  Temple,  for    the    above    translation    or 

paraphrase. 

(bj  a  dark  colour  between  black  and  russet. 
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Ma,1'  ii | >  into  the  ball  w  h  di bo  repaired  borne  on  whom  the  principal  1  burgi 

&  coruoners  attended  to  his  house  from  whence  evry  man  repayred  to  his  own 
home  and  Mr  Recorder  went  w*  Jho.  ffisher  where  ho  was  simply  lodged  because 
the  best  lodgings  were  taken  up  by  M1'  Comptroller  That  Monday  ayht  her  M.&ty 
tarryed  at  Warwik  and  so  all  tuesday  On  Wensday  she  desired  to  go  fco 
Kenelworth  leaving  her  household  &  trayne  at  Warwik  And  so  was  on  Wensday 
morning  conveid  thorough  the  streates  to  the  North  gate  &  from  thence  thorough 
M1'  Thomas  ffishers  grounds  (")  &  so  by  Woodloes  the  farest  way  to  Kenelworth 
where  she  rested  at  the  chardge  of  the  L  of  Leycester  from  Wensday  morning  till 
Saturday  night  having  in  the  meane  tyme  such  princely  sport  made  to  her  Ma1* 
as  could  be  devised  On  Saturday  nyht  very  late  her  Maty  returned  to  Warwik 
And  because  she  woold  see  what  chere  my  Lady  of  Warwik  made  she  sodenly 
went  unto  M1'  Thomas  ffishers  house  where  my  L  of  Warwik  kept  his  house  and 
there  fynding  them  at  supper  satt  downe  awhile  and  after  a  litle  repast  rose 
agayne  leaving  the  rest  at  supper  and  went  to  visit  the  goodman  of  the  house 
Thomas  ffisher  who  at  that  tyme  was  grevously  vexid  with  the  gowt  who  being 
brought  out  into  the  galory  end  woold  have  knelid  or  rather  fallen  downe  but  her 
Maty  wold  not  suffer  it  but  w*  most  gracious  woords  comforted  him  so  that 
forgetting  or  rather  counterfeyting  his  payne  he  wold  in  more  hast  than  good 
spede  be  on  horseback  the  next  tyme  of  her  going  abrod  wch  was  on  Monday 
folowing  when  he  rode  w*  the  lord  Tresorer  attending  her  Maty  to  Kenelworth 
agayn  reaporting  such  thyngs  as  some  for  their  untrueths  &  some  for  other 
causes  had  bene  better  untold  but  as  he  did  it  by  counsell  rashely  &  in  heat  so 
by  appearance  at  leysure  coldly  he  repented  what  these  things  meane  is  not  for 
evry  one  to  know  But  to  retourne  her  Maty  that  Saturday  nyht  was  lodgid  agayn 
in  the  castell  at  Warwik  where  also  she  restid  all  Sonday  whence  it  pleasid  her 
to  have  the  countrey  (folio  70)  people  resorting  to  see  the  daunce  in  the  Court  of 
the  castell  her  Maty  beholding  them  out  of  her  chambr  wyndowe  wch  thing  as  it 
pleased  well  the  country  people  so  it  semed  her  Maty  was  much  delightyd  and 
made  very  myrry  That  after  noon  passed  and  supper  done  a  showe  of  firewoorks 

(a)  The  Priory. 
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prepayrd  for  that  ppose  in  the  tempi  felds  was  sett  abroche  the  maner  whereof 
this  writer  can  not  so  truly  sett  fourth  as  if  he  had  bene  at  the  being  than  sik  in 
his  bed  but  the  reaport  was  that  there  was  devised  on  the  tempi  diche  a  forte 
made  of  slender  fcymber  coverid  w*  canvais  in  this  fort  were  apointid  divers  psons 
to  serve  as  soldiers  and  therefore  so  many  harnesses  as  myht  be  gotten  w'bm.  the 
towue  were  had  wherewu  men  were  armed  &  apointid  to  shewe  themselfs  Some 
others  apointed  to  cast  out  fire  woorks  as  squibbes  &  balles  of  fyre  Agaynst  that 
fort  was  another  caselwise  prepared  of  like  strength  wherof  was  governo1'  the 
Earle  of  Oxford  a  lusty  Jentleman  wh  a  lusty  band  of  gentleman  Between  these 
forts  or  against  them  were  placed  crten  battering  pieces  to  the  nomb1'  of  xij  or  xiij 
brought  from  london  and  xij  skore  chambers  (a)  or  mortys  pieces  brought  also 
from  the  towne  at  the  chardge  of  therle  of  Warwik  Thes  pieces  &  Chambers  were 
by  fcraynes  fyred  &  so  made  a  great  noise  as  though  it  had  bene  a  sore  assault 
having  some  intermission  in  wch  tyme  therle  of  Oxford  &  his  soldiers  to  the 
nomber  of  cc  wl  qualivers  &  harqbuzues  likewise  gave  divers  assaults  Then  the 
fort  shoting  agayn  &  casting  out  divers  fyers  terrible  to  those  that  have  not  bene 
in  like  experience  valiant  to  such  as  delighted  therein  and  hided  straung  to  them 
that  understood  it  not  ffor  the  wild  fyre  falling  into  the  Eyver  of  Aven  wold  for 
a  tyme  lye  still  and  than  agayn  rise  &  flye  abrode  casting  fourth  many  flasshes 
and  flambes  wherat  the  quenes  maty  tok  great  pleasure  till  after  by  mischaunce 
a  poore  man  or  two  were  much  trowblid  ffor  at  the  last  whan  it  was  apointed 
that  the  overthrowing  of  the  fort  should  bee  A  Dragon  flieng  casting  out  huge 
flames  &  squibes  lighted  upon  the  fort  and  so  set  fyre  thereon  to  the  subvrsion 
thereof  But  whether  by  necligence  or  otherwise  it  happed  that  a  ball  of  fyre  fell 
on  a  house  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  wherein  one  henry  cowy  otherwise  called 
myller  dwellid  and  sett  fyre  on  the  same  house  the  man  &  wief  being  both  in  bed 
&  on  slep  wcb  burned  so  as  before  any  reskue  could  be  the  house  &  all  things  in 
it  utterly  pished  (perished)  wc  much  ado  to  save  the  man  &  woman  &  besides 
that  house  an  other  house  or  two  nere  adioynyng  were  also  fyred  but  reskued  by 
the  diligent  &  carrefull  helpe  as  well  of  therle  of  Oxford  Mr  ffulk  Grevile  &  other 

kind  of  short  cannon. 
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gentlemen  &  Townesmen  \\,rh  repared  thither  in  greater  nombr  than  nould  be 
orderid  And  do  mrvaile  it-  was  that  so  litle  harme  was  done  for  the  fire  balles  .V 
squibbes  cast,  upp  Wid  flye  quiet  over  the  castell  ami  into  the  myds  of  the  towne 
falling  dwne  some  on  houses  some  in  courts  &  baksides  and  some  in  the  streal  3 
as  farre  as  almost  of  Saint  Mary  church  to  tic  great  peril!  orells  great  feare  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  borough  And  so  as  by  what  meanes  is  not  yet  knowen 
foure  houses  in  the  towne  &  suburbes  were  on  fyer  at  once  whrof  one  hail  a  hall 
cam  thorough  both  sides  -fc  made  a  hole  as  big  as  a  mans  head  &  did  no  more 
barm  This  fyere  appeased  it  was  tyme  to  goo  to  rest  And  in  the  next  morning  it 
pleasid  her  Ma<>'  to  have  the  poore  old  man  &  woman  that  bad  ther  house  burnt 
brought  unto  her  whom  so  brought  her  Matv  recomfortid  very  much  And  by  her 
great  bounty  &  other  courtiers  There  was  given  towards  their  losses  that  had 
taken  hurt  xxv1'  xijs  viij'1  or  therabouts  wch  was  dispnsed  to  them  accordingly 
(folio  71)  On  Monday  her  maiesty  taking  g*  plesure  in  the  sport  she  had  at 
Kenelworth  wold  thither  agayn  where  she  restid  till  the  Saturday  after  and  than 
from  thence  by  cbarlecot  she  went  to  the  Lord  comptons  &  so  forwards  In 
this  meane  tyme  the  Earle  of  Warwik  keping  house  at  the  pryory  to  his  great 
cbardge  the  Towne  offred  unto  his  L  a  small  present  That  was  a  fatt  ox  &  x 
muttons  or  wethers  fedd  wcU  it  semyd  bis  L  tok  very  courteously  So  as  in  the  end 
at  his  going  away  it  plesed  him  to  apoint  hi]01'  bucks  to  be  given  &  deliverd  to  the 
Bailief  &  townesmen  to  make  myrry  wmall  and  in  mony  (  )  wcb  both  were 

pmised  by  bis  officers  but  nothing  delivred  And  thus  briefly  I  thought  good  to 
towch  some  part  of  her  ma^  repaire  hither  though  for  want  of  understanding  of 
many  things  omyttid  and  by  reson  of  long  sicknes  heing  not  bable  to  put  the 
same  in  writing  all  things  be  not  remebred  But  the  writer  tbinkith  it  better  to 
reaport  somewhat  than  leave  all  undone  the  towne  having  bene  at  so  great 
chardge  as  may  apeare  by  the  Bailief s  acount  where  the  comon  charge  is  set 
forth  pticularly 
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Kesignation  of  the  Stewakd 

On  die  29  September  1573  Thomas  Hankinson  alias  Jenks  the  Bailiff  & 
the  principal  Burgesses  met  to  elect  a  Bailiff  for  the  coming  year  and  according 
Sbcllcction  of  bnmfvcn  to  the  charter  sent  two  names  to  the  commoners  who  chose 
nrant  to  be  b-.iilicff  Humphrey  Crane  "  Wheruppon  John  fiisher  who  for  divers 
causes  him  moving"  (then  follow  these  words,  which  have  been  erased  but  are 
just  legible  "  mislikid  the  choice  of  the  said  humfrey  crane  to  that  office  namely 
his  ignorance  his  wilfulness  his  blind  boldness  his  inconstantnes  before  showed 
in  divers  matters")  (a>  "desired  of  the  then  balief  and  such  principall  burgesses 
as  were  present  that  they  wold  dischardg  him  the  said  ffisher  of  that  company  as 
a  man  not  mete  nor  hable  to  shew  himself  as  his  place  required  wherwhall  he 
remembred  an  offence  before  taken  by  the  comoners  misliking  as  it  might  seme 
that  the  said  John  ffisher  should  have  any  fee  allowid  him  for  the  Stewardshippe 
to  wcU  office  as  he  was  desired  &  ernestly  requestid  So  from  the  same  he  most 
hartly  prayd  he  myght  be  nowe  again  dischargid  being  neither  hable  to  discharg 
the  same  as  he  woold  nor  well  allowed  of  as  he  thinkith  he  ought  ffor  woh  cause 
he  protestid  openly  before  all  the  company  that  he  had  not  recevid  any  fee  for  the 
yere  past  respecting  the  great  charge  the  towne  was  put  unto  otherwise  and  the 
unwillingness  of  the  people  whom  to  satisfye  the  better  he  was  content  to  forgoo 
both  the  fee  &  office  And  thrupon  he  deliverid  his  patent  to  the  Bailief  Thomas 
Jenks  who  though  he  semid  unwilling  in  showe  to  receve  the  same  yet  wl  a  tikling 
hart  as  his  wavering  countenance  (folio  72)  declared  glad  of  such  an  offer 
willingly  recevid  the  same  &  kept  it  wth  him  Nevertheles  afterwards  uppon  some 
fowle  causes  falling  out  every  day  against  him  he  afterwards  desired  the 
frendship  of  the  said  John  ffisher  asweU  to  himself  as  towards  the  towne  using 
such  honyed  woordes  as  he  thought  might  pleas  the  delicat  tast  of  a  sweet  eared 
&  simple  soule  In  so  much  that  he  by  divers  of  that  company  the  frends  of  the 
said  ffisher  was  somewhat  allured  to  contynewe  his  place  ffor  his  better  enioyng 
wherof  they  offryd  to  him  his  patent  agayn  wl  many  desires  to  take  the  same  But 

(h)  Humphrey  Crane  in  Sep.  15G5,  refused  to  be  a  principal  burgess,  and  obstinately  departed 
v.  p    7. 
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he  refused  so  to  doo  having  deliverid  the  same  opnly  Yet  grauntid  for  his  frends 
sakes  especially  his  brother  Richerd  &  Thomas  Powell  who  earnestly  fcravellid 
\\lh  him  to  have  regard  to  the  present  weakened  state  of  this  fcowne  fco  eontynewe 
still  and  do  as  before  he  had  doon  otherwise  offred  to  lay  to  his  charg  whal 
evill  or  overthrow  should  happen  (as  tilings  cousentid  to)  by  the  said  John  ffisher 
making  wlhall  frendly  request  &  great  promises  to  the  said  John  ffisher  for  his 
tarryeng  &  contynuance  Wheruppon  he  was  in  dede  pswadid  So  as  he  may  have 
a  new  patent  of  those  offices  which  he  had  delivred  Wherof  the  balief  being 
aduised  semed  to  be  very  glad  and  p'msed  that  he  woold  in  all  things  herafter  be 
ruled  &  well  advised  and  very  desirously  semed  to  crave  the  ayd  of  the  said  J. 
ffisher  as  one  wtb  out  whom  he  could  not  do  any  thing  nor  wold  deale  whout  his 
counsaill  but  all  mere  woords  &  as  I  take  it  no  meaning  but  sure  I  am  no  dede 
folowid  Albeit  the  said  J  ffisher  endevored  himself  to  answer  for  &  defend  the 
said  bailief  in  such  cases  as  were  laid  to  his  charge  by  divers  many  causes  and 
enfoimed  aswell  to  Sr  Jo.  Hubond  knight  as  to  therles  of  Warwik  &  Leicester 
which  obiections  being  for  a  tyme  blowen  over  tyme  requyred  to  have  a  leet  .wfchin 
this  borough  to  be  holden  whn  a  moneth  after  michilmas  acording  to  the  statutes 
wel1  leet  the  said  bailief  Eequired  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  to  kepe  as  Steward  wch  to 
doo  the  said  ffisher  refused  having  no  patent  nor  warrant  therof  ffor  wob  the  said 
Bailief  said  their  should  be  no  lett  for  he  should  have  a  patent  the  next  morow 
This  was  agried  unto  by  most  of  the  principall  burgesses  And  a  patent  should  be 
made  &  sealid  But  after  that  the  day  of  leet  was  agried  upon  &  knowleige  therof 
given  in  the  church  The  patent  was  no  more  thought  upon  by  the  said  balief  as 
it  semed  till  the  day  of  the  leght  cam  And  than  the  bailief  comyng  to  the  said 
ffisher  to  goo  to  the  hall  to  begyn  the  leet  The  said  ffisher  required  his  warraunt 
according  to  his  former  promise  Wherupon  the  bailief  answerid  the  default  to  be 
in  the  rest  of  the  principall  burgesses  who  having  keys  were  dispersid  &  could  not 
so  sodenly  come  togither  But  desired  the  said  John  ffisher  to  kepe  that  leet  And 
the  next  day  he  shold  have  his  patent  sealid  Wherat  the  said  ffisher  stickid  as 
one  that  was  very  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  matters  aptening  to  a  coralty 
w^out  sufficient  warrant  Yet  at  the  last  upon  a  promise  made  by  the  most  of  the 
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principall  burgesses  that  they  wold  seale  his  warrant  he  pcedid  by  warrant  of 
their  woords  Thes  things  being  thus  handlid  and  the  leet  holden  the  siiij"1  day  of 
October  no  more  woords  were  made  of  this  patent  but  hangid  in  suspence  or 
rather  oblivion  from  that  day  forward  although  every  day  almost  betwixt  that 
day  &  Syrnons  &  Judes  day  the  said  bailief  was  wth  the  said  John  ffisher 
sometyrnes  for  matters  of  the  towne  &  sometymes  for  his  owne  Afterwards  the 

glnrtnts  bu  (Thomas  bailief  having  a  charge  to  speak  to  M1'  Thorns  ffisher  aswell  for 
ffi s h rr  (fsqiurt  tharrearages  of   the  rent  going   out    of   crten    land   sometyme 

mat  new  ffaireliffe  as  also  for  the  arrerage  of  a  rent  or  tenth  going  out  of  combwell 
Both  which  the  said  Thomas  ffisher  should  of  right  pay  as  this  writer  thinkith 
And  also  three  yeres  tenth  of  the  first  corporacion  graunted  by  King  Henry 
fcheyght  of  wch  tenth  being  vj1'  xiijs  iiijd  by  yeres  paymet  had  bene  made  to  the 
said  Thorns  ffisher  for  three  yeres  by  Burgesses  of  this  borough  for  wch  the  quene 
was  unaunswerid  And  therfor  divers  proces  awardid  against  the  Bailief  & 
burgesses  who  were  compellid  to  pay  &  be  bound  to  pay  £xxiij  vjs  viijfl  for 
tharrearage  of  the  said  tenth  Wherof  part  remaned  in  their  hands  but  xxs  for 
three  yeres  had  bene  paid  to  the  hands  of  the  said  Thorns  ffisher  &  others  by  him 
apoint'1  (folio  73)  to  receve  the  same  And  other  vju  xiijs  iiijd  was  allowed  to 

ilulurb  tlioohc  be-  Richerd  Brook  burgesse  of  this  borough  for  the  eight  yere  of  the 
nv.mnos  bjii  viijs  liijo  queues  maty  that  now  is  Who  -said  he  had  paid  the  same  though 
he  cold  not  show  the  acquitance  but  did  allege  that  he  thought 
the  same  was  put  into  the  comon  chest  and  therfore  desire  that  a  serch  might  be 
made  there  So  likewise  M1'  ffisher  denyed  that  be  had  recevid  any  more  but  two 
yeres  tenths  unaunswerid  And  for  the  rest  going  out  of  Mathewe  ffiaircliffes  lands 
he  said  that  he  should  pay  but  xs  by  yere  wheras  the  towne  required  xiijs  iiij'1  as 
might  appere  by  his  dede  of  purchase  requyring  the  balief  to  serch  his  records 
better  And  as  for  combwell  he  refused  to  pay  any  Therfore  the  bailief  reporting 
this  aunswer  to  the  burgesses  it  was  thought  mete  that  the  dede  of  Mathe 
ffaircliff  should  be  sought  up  And  that  the  said  M1'  ffisher  might  be  satisfyed 
therein  before  the  going  out  of  this  bailief  out  of  his  office  Wheruppon  it  was 
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Kgream*  that  the  inn-  agreid  that  on  fchursday  the  xxix"1  of  oefcober  so  many  of  bhe 
9cmm    babiiui    kejis     eomp;inv  as  i1;ui  keys  should  be  at  the  church  by  eight  of  bhe 

clok  in  the  morning  to  goo  to  tlio  chesb  for  bhe  p'poses  abovesaid 
cbesi 

Wheruppon  there   met  Thorns   Jenks    Bailief    Richerd    ffisher 

thcii  names  that  null  Eicherd  Townsend  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Brook  Robart  Philips 
and  John  Eigeley  And  Willm  ffrekulton  and  Symon  Yoag  sent  their  keys  Thies 
being  togither  openid  the  chest  Where  the  found  the  dede  of  the  said  ffairclif 
made  to  the  burgesses  for  the  said  xiij*  iiij'1  as  also  the  dede  of  ffaircliff  made  to 
divers  ffeffes  of  trust  Emongs  whom  one  Thorns  Shotteswell  was  one  &  alone  the 
Lyveng  ffeoffee  to  the  uses  of  the  said  Martyne  &  (  )  his  wief  during  their 

liefs  &  after  their  decesse  to  the  use  of  the  Burgesses  of  Warr.  to  the  mayntenance 

4tlatbciiH-  ftairclouqb  of  the  dues  wGh  being  seen  it  was  thought  convenient  that  both 
bis  Debts  taken  out  the  dedes  should  be  taken  out  the  one  to  shevve  and  satisfye  Mr 
ffisher  The  other  that  a  newe  might  be  made  acording  to  the  will  of  the  donor  to 
other  ffeofes  after  the  lief  of  the  said  Thorns  Shotteswell  wch  doon  Mr  Townesend 

tbc  baliff  put  in  vc-  remembred  the  bailief  of  his  pmis  towelling  the  sealing  of  a  new 
membrane*  patent  to  John  ffisher  of  &  for  such  offices  as  he   before  had 

Wherupon  the  bailief  callid  to  the  said  John  ffisher  asking  him  whither  he  had 
writen  &  brought  wl  him  his  patent  Wherunto  the  said  J.  ffisher  aunswred  that 
he  desired  not  any  further  patent  or  office  but  that  they  woold  be  his  sufficient 
warrant  for  his  doing  sins  the  surrender  of  his  late  patent  And  being  so  he  should 
have  cause  to  thank  them  all  But  as  towelling  any  new  patent  he  gretly  desired 
not  being  very  lothe  &  unwilling  to  serve  w*  such  a  one  as  they  had  apointid 
bailief  whom  for  his  inconstancy  &  wilfulnes  he  thought  so  given  to  himself  that 
it  should  be  but  a  trowble  to  the  said  John  ffisher  to  serve  whall  And  therfore 
desired  that  he  might  have  no  patent  Nevtheless  the  Bailief  semyd  so  forward 
that  he  wold  send  for  the  same  home  to  the  house  of  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  if  it  were 
not  there  assuring  that  he  wold  not  dept  till  it  was  sealid  Upon  wch  woords  the 
said  John  ffisher  drue  out  of  his  bosome  the  said  patent  writen  Yelding  in  respect 
of  some  of  his  f rends  to  take  the  same  at  their  hands  though  rather  he  were  to 
serve  at  pleasure  whout  any  fee  But  the  patent   was  recevid  and  deliverid  to 
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Richard  Brook  who  red  the  same  wch  being  likid  of  The  said  John  ffisher  agayn 

<f  hr  staling  of  a  nriur     desired  the  said  bailief  &  others  present  that  they  woold  spare 

rfoarb-     ^\xe  sealing  therof  and  that  he  might  serve  at  libty  and  pleas1' 

whatsoer  movid  them  they  wold  nedes  seal  the  patent  wcU  the 

(Tin-  patent  rcb  bu  bailief  deliverid  ther  to  the  said  John  ffisher  as  the  dede  of  him 
Suburb  Srooks  &  the  principall  burgesses  Requiring  the  said  ffisher  to  tak  paynes 

&  travaile  in  those  offices  as  before  he  had  done  Wherby  they  should  be  all 
beholding  unto  him  upon  which  woords  &  earnest  request  of  the  rest  he  aceptid 
the  said  patent  &  gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  wills  After  this  cam  in  mynde 

3Urcr.UK  of  tenths  the  payment  of  the  xxiiij11  yjs  viijd  pmisd  to  be  paid  this  terme 

as  pcell  of  the  arrerags  and  debt  of  the  towne  for  the  tenths  of  the  first 
corporation  for  wch  John  ffisher  &  Eicherd  brook  were  bound  in  the  And 

because  the  bailief  said  he  had  litle  mony  remaining  in  his  hands  (folio  74) 
skarcely  so  much  as  woold  answer  this  yeres  chardges  &  fee  fermes  It  was  thought 

plate  taken  out  of  the  good  that  the  patents  of  two  chalices  &  a  crucifix  of  silver  & 
gilt  remaining  in  the  said  chest  should  be  taken  out  and  sold 
And  the  mony  therof  comyng  should  be  ymploid  towards  the  payment  of  the  said 
debt  wh  was  done  acordingly  And  the  weight  of  the  said  patens  &  the  crucifix 
cam  to  xxxi  ounz  somwhat  lacking  woh  the  said  ffisher  sold  after  the  rate  of  Vs 
the  ounz  wch  cam  in  the  whole  unto  vii11  xvs 

(There  are  several  erasures  and  interpolations  in  the  account  of  the  above 
proceedings,  as  though  Mr.  Fisher  in  preparing  the  same  had  wished  to  be  very 
precise  in  writing  the  narrative  of  his  grievances,  and  the  slights  to  which  he  had 
been  subjected.) 

Copy  of  Patent  of  office  given  to  John  Fisher 

i  he  placing  of  ijumfrrn  (folio  75)  On  Sunday,  1st  November,  1573, 

Cone  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Jenks,  Bailiff  and  others  met  at  the 

Church  and  went  from  thence  to  the  Shire  Hall  to  swear  in  the 
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new  bailiff.  Robert  Phillips  and  Thomas  Cawdrey  Executors  of  Thomas  Oken 
were  called  up  and  required  to  deliver  to  the  Corporation  the  plate  left  by  Oken  :' 
"of  woU  plate  the  said  Rob1  Philips  was  content  to  make  delivery  upon  a 
resonable  and  but  Thomas  Cawdrey  thought  they  nedid  not  so  to  do  wherupon  a 
bond  was  tendrid  to  them  acording  to  the  will  of  the  said  Thomas  Oken 
wherunto    the    said    Cawdry    at    the    first    tok    exception    but    afterward    upon 

the  plate  bdniucb  to  pswacion  lie  fetchid  the  plate  "  Humphrey  Crane  then  took  the 
liumfrni  (i'r.mc  necessary  oaths  on  assuming  office   "And  so  thes  tilings  thus 

doon  the  whole  company  returned  to  the  church  where  Mr  Martinus  delenus 
being  vikar  of  Saint  Maryes  in  Warvvik  prechid  shows  very  learnedly  the  oflice  of 

(The  biliqent  cues  of  a  good  magistrate  Thies  things  being  thus  set  in  order  And  the 
the  saib  ghttltcf  in  said  humfrey  crane  placed  in  his  office  of  Bailief  upon  what 
'-ns  Ciuti-1  good  counsaill  this  writer  can  not  tell  The  said  humfrey  crane 

ymediatly  upon  his  placing  even  the  next  morowe  after  began  diligently  to 
search  out  this  reform acion  of  such  things  as  were  amisse  And  first  determyned 

gUcbouscs  to  begyn  with  the  Alehouse  kepers  and  their  haunters  calling 

them  before  him  &  giveng  them  gentle  pswacions  to  reform  the  comon  misorders 
usid  in  the  same  And  to  the  end  that  good  myght  followe  he  caused  such  as  he 

Sessions  of  the  clerk  thought  mete  to  be  victualers  or  kepe  victualling  houses  to  be 
of  the  Ifhuhet  bound  with  suretyes  in  recoynizaunce  to  observe  the  articles  of 

the  statute  in  that  case  pvided  and  such  other  as  he  thought  not  to  be  mete  for 
that  ppse  he  disallowed  After  that  he  thought  it  convenient  to  trye  the  measures 
&  weights  whin  this  borough  And  therefore  agreid  to  kepe  his  Sessions  as  clerk 
of  the  mket  which  he  did  acordyngly  and  therein  reformed  many  things  bo  the 
strikes  yards  &  other  waights  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Borough  &  countrey  about  Then  he  diligently  weid  the  bakers  bred  and  then  such 
other  things  as  were  convenient  In  all  wch  things  the  said  Bailief  showing  a 
willing  mynde  The  said  John  ffisher  was  much  allowed  to  assist  him  more 
diligently  wch  he  did  the  more  gladly  that  he  p'cevid  he  had  bene  before  decevid 
verely  hoping  that  where  he  expected  the  Ruyn  of  ali  goodnes  by  the  wilfulnes  of 

(a)  For  Oken's  Bequest  see  Okeu's  Will,   post. 
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the  officer  nowe  lie  should  fynd  a  comfortable  alteracion  from  evill  to  better  to 
the  comfort  of  that  poore  state  Nowe  when  some  order  was  sett  in  the  things 

glomus  jitmi   bn   gt*     abovesaid  and  after  that  the  monyes  given  by  Mr  Willington  & 

lington    &    i\h     jy[r  Whaitley  had  bene  disposed  &  lent  furth  acording  to  their 

devises  the  said  bailief  having;  a  forward  mynde  to  further  the 

good  estate  of  this  borough  brak  w*  the  said  ffisher  to  have  a 

v      tomuuu)     second  company  of  the  assistants  apointed  to  be  the  xxiiij  as  he 

brstrc&  callid  them  which  he   would  fayne  have  to  assist  him  &  the 

principall  Burgesses  as  before  had  bene  usid  and  therfore  desired  the  said  ffishers 

not  onlv  consent  but  also  opinion  in  the  choice  of  them  Wherunto  the  said  ffisher 

had  no  great  liking  having  experience  of  former  tyme  in  that  matter  remembring 

the  perilles  that  might  &  were  like  to  have  growen   by  the  mutyny   of   such 

disorderid  p'sones  of  cankerd  natures  that  some  tyme  had  been  part  of   that 

^ishns  opnniion  upon  company  ffor  avoiding  of  which  like  daungers  &  unquiet  brawles 
he  advised  the  said  Bailief  either  to  (folio  76)  forbeare  any  such 
choise  orells  if  he  thought  it  mete  to  have  a  second  nomb1"  to  appoint  such  as 
mvght  be  both  for  their  honestnes  &  discrecions  mete  to  aunswer  that  he  expectid 
wch  could  not  be  if  either  the  nomb1'  of  xxiiij  or  the  same  psones  as  before  tyme 
had  bene  of  that  company  should  be  admitted  And  first  as  towching  the  nomb1'  of 
xxiiij  the  said  ffisher  thought  it  not  mete  to  have  so  many  for  divers  causes 
partly  because  it  would  be  very  hard  to  chose  out  so  many  fit  in  all  respects  whn 
this  boiough  secondly  he  doubtid  least  being  such  a  nombr  they  woold  seek  to 
restrayne  the  said  Balief  &  principall  Burgesses  of  that  wh  by  the  charter  they 
might  or  ought  to  doo  &  so  take  the  ordering  of  things  into  their  owne  hands  but 
chiefly  he  was  on  mynde  that  by  the  chr  there  could  be  no  such  company 
admitted  ffor  the  woords  of  the  Kings  graunt  be  That  they  the  said  Balief  & 
principall  Burgesses  shalbe  the  eomon  counsaill  of  the  same  borough  to  order  & 
do  all  things  for  the  good  govern1  of  tl  (inhabitants  of  the  same  wch  being  so  their 
nedith  no  other  counsaill  Nevertheless  because  by  the  charter  it  is  apointed  that 
the  cornoners  shall  have  the  naming  of  one  of  the  twoo  chosen  by  the  bailief  & 
principall  burgesses  to  be  bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  hee  thought  it  not  greatly 
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amisse  that  an  other  company  might  be  specially  chosen  to  servo  for  that  purpi 
&  to  assist  the  said  bailief  &  principal]  burgesses  for  the  eleccion  of  the  Burg 
for  the  parliament  &  to  attend  on  the  bailief  at  ffaires  &  such  other  tymes  as  the 
bailief  should  call  them  and  so  by  a  convenient  nombr  of  resonable  men  bo  be 
aydid  &  assisted  w,h  might  better  be  done  &  w1  greter  quietnes  than  if  every  rude 
feliowe  should  have  his  speche  And  such  a  company  he  thought  the  charter  wold 
well  beare  having  thies  woords  That  the  bailief  &  xij  principall  burgesses  may  by 
their  discrecions  elect  and  name  such  &  so  many  others  to  be  their  Assistants  as 
they  should  think  good  So  as  the  opinion  of  the  said  ffisher  was  that  this  woord 
so  many  had  relacion  but  only  to  the  nomb1"  of  balief  &  twelve  principall  burgesses 
And  so  yeldid  that  if  twelve  of  the  most  honestest  comoners  such  as  were  tried 
men  resonable  &  comformable  &  whout  notable  vices  or  spotts  might  be  allowed 
it  might  be  suffred  yet  for  the  more  orderly  procediug  in  thies  matter  and  for  the 
Consultation  tototbing  more  sure  doing  herein  advised  the  said  bailief  to  call  a  hall  or 
a  sreonb  rompanu  of  meting  of  all  the  principall  burgesses  &  to  requyre  their  opinions 
Assistants  jn  ^[g  behalf  which  the  said  balief  did  Wherupon  cam  togyther 

the  most  of  the  principall  burgesses  all  saving  Richerd  Brooks  &  Eobart  Philips 
upon  woh  meting  The  cause  was  opened  to  the  said  principall  burgesses  who  at 
the  first  blussh  semid  to  agree  that  it  was  very  convenient  bothe  for  sight  & 
otherwise  to  have  a  company  of  xxiiij  insomuch  as  some  thought  there  could  be 
noths  done  or  pfited  by  the  principall  burgesses  w%out  them  such  was  their 
ignorance  But  after  that  the  said  ffisher  had  declared  to  them  the  woords  of  the 
charter  &  his  opinion  towching  that  point  that  the  charter  wold  not  suffer  such  a 
nomb1'  and  withall  had  remembrid  to  them  the  misdemeanors  wch  in  tymes  past 
had  bene  used  by  such  as  acompting  themselfs  of  that  noinbr  had  hastely  &  whout 
reson  attemptid  things  unhonest  and  his  poore  opinion  What  he  mistrusted  might 
herafter  happen  by  those  or  such  like  if  such  or  such  like  nomb1'  or  opportunyty 
should  be  agayn  All  such  of  the  principall  Burgesses  that  were  of  experience  and 
had  seen  the  things  remembrid  confessed  that  it  was  not  mete  to  have  such  a 
company  Nrtheles  bothe  to  satisfy  the  apetites  of  the  honester  sort  that  woold 
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resolution  of  vij  assist-  ^e  content  to  be  resonably  Eulyd  and  for  the  better  sight  of 
-.nits  tf  ivjhat  ■.mttovnti)  people  they  wished  their  might  be  a  second  nombr  chosen  of  the 
honest  inhabitants  of  this  borough  Wherof  they  doubtid  not  but 
they  might  choose  such  as  wold  be  bothe  conformable  &  redy  to  doo  their  dutyes 
gladly  So  at  the  last  it  was  agried  that  there  should  be  a  nomb1'  of  xij  chosen  to 
be  Assistants  to  the  said  balief  &  principal  burgesses  to  do  those  things  that  the 
comon  multytude  should  ells  doo  That  is  to  say  to  choose  the  bailief  electid  out 
of  twoo  psons  to  be  namyd  by  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  and  to  assist  the 
bailief  &  principall  burgesses  in  the  eleccion  of  Burgesses  for  the  pliament  But  in 
all  other  matters  or  causes  whatsoever  they  should  have  no  voices  neither 
affirmative  nor  negative  no  though  they  were  callid  to  be  privy  to  any  cause 
whatsoever  herupon  it  followid  that  the  names  of  the  most  metest  to  the  nomb1' 
of  fourscore  or  more  were  red  before  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  to  thend 

(tlccrion  of  those  undue  that  out  of  those  the  nomb1'  of  xij  might  be  chosen  &  so  upon 
conferrence  were  namyd  thies  that  folowe  Eobert  Sheldon  John  Greene  Oliver 
Brook  (folio  77)  Eoger  hurlebutt  Philippe  coo  John  Grfffin  John  Bykar  Roger 
Weale  henry  chaplin  cristofer  Knight  Thomas  chapman  John  Balies  and  then  it 
was  agried  that  those  should  be  callid  before  the  bailief  and  principall  Burgesses 
to  be  made  privye  to  thies  causes  &  to  their  eleccion  and  further  it  was  agreid 
that  when  articles  or  orders  should  be  devised  by  John  ffisher  against  the  tyme 
of  their  calling  wh  was  apointid  to  be  on  Monday  the  (  )  daie  of  Deceb1' 

being  Saint  Thomas  daye  then  to  be  showid  to  the  said  Assistants  wherby  they 
should  be  bound  to  the  same  orders  (if  they  wold  consent  to  be  of  the  company 
which  orders  were  devised  accordingly  and  on  the  said  Monday  all  they  last 
namyd  saving  only  John  Griffin  &  John  bailie  being  bothe  at  Southam)  cam  before 
the  said  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  Where  was  let  them  to  kuowe  the  cause  of 

Confcrrciuc  tut  tin  s.iio     their   sending   for   wch    was   that    M1'    Bailief    and    principall 

psons  so  chosen  to  be     Burgesses  being  given  tunderstand  on  Michilmas  Day  that  they 

that  were  now  present  being  than  at  the  eleccion  of  the  bailief 

found  them  selves  grevid  for  that  they  were  not  of  late  tyme  callid  to  counsaill 

of  many  things  as  before  they  had  bene  used  whrof  they  desired  reformacion  And 


THE    BLACK    Hook    OF    WARWICK.  107 


For  that  ppose  the  said  Bailief  &  principal]  Brgesses  willing  to  satisfy  them  as 
they  might  requyred  them  the  cause  of  their  griefs  which  than  bicause  some  of 

the  company  were  away  the  said  coinoners  wold  not  utter  hut  praid  thay  they 
might  put  them  up  to  the  said  M1'  bailief  &  his  company  in  writing  wch  was  well 
likid  of  by  the  said  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  w'1  promise  to  satisfy  them  as 
they  might  Sithens  wch  tyme  M1'  bailief  nor  the  principall  burgesses  have  not  seen 
their  petitions  but  have  ptely  heard  somewhat  of  their  intencions  privylie 
wherof  they  more  mislik  than  if  they  had  doone  as  they  promised  wcb  was  to 
shewe  their  griefs  in  writing  Nevrtheles  bicause  it  should  appeare  unto  them 
that  Mr  Balief  &  his  company  woold  their  satisfieug  &  the  reformacion  of  such 
things  as  were  not  well  if  any  were  he  had  nowe  determyned  to  send  for  them  to 
understand  their  griefs  And  wmall  to  let  them  knowe  what  good  liking  he  &  his 
company  had  of  their  felowshyppe  &  assistance  And  therefore  had  resoluid  to 
pyck  out  them  as  the  only  choice  of  the  whole  borough  wl  whom  they  were 
content  to  ioyne  in  so  nere  friendshippe  as  to  mak  them  the  example  of  vertue  in 
pserving  them  to  be  a  company  selectid  from  the  rest  as  most  worthy  to  be 
associated  unto  the  said  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  trusting  that  they  for  their 
partes  woold  shewe  themselfs  again  to  the  said  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  as 
aptenid  bothe  loving  neighbovs  &  obedient  assistants  And  so  doing  the  proverb 
should  be  fulfilled  that  pmiseth  concordia  parve  res  crescunt  like  as  on  the  other 
side  by  dissencion  discordia  maxima  dilabunter  nowe  therefore  it  is  their  parts 
if  any  things  be  amisse  to  open  the  same  in  this  place  to  thend  reformacion  may 
be  had  as  is  promised  accordingly  To  this  Bobert  Sheldon  after  a  space  spak 
gricffs  of  fbe  Companu  That  in  dede  their  company  had  found  themselfs  grevid  in  that 
of  mxtq  utkvib  they  had  not  bene  callid  to  counsaill  as  they  ought  &  had  bene 

used  especially  at  the  burges  acompt  wherat  they  think  they  ought  to  be  &  be 
as  privy  as  the  bailief  or  any  of  the  principall  Burgesses  bicause  the  same  acompt 
of  burges  concmth  only  things  graunted  by  the  first  corporacion  wherin  they  be 
all  made  Burgesses  as  well  the  worst  as  best  and  so  they  have  bene  usid  untill  a 
yere  or  two  that  whan  they  cannot  tell  howe  they  were  not  made  recoiling  of  but 
put  apart  he  knowh  not  howe  and  besides  that  they  think  they  should  be  privy 
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to  all  grauntes  &  leaces  made  of  any  thing  that  cam  by  the  first  corporacion 
aswell  as  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  were  &  should  have  their  voices  & 
consents  aswell  as  any  other  had  And  for  that  cause  they  spak  somewhat  on 
Michelmas  day  mynding  to  have  deliverid  up  their  mynd  in  writing  alhouliday 
but  bicause  much  busyues  then  was  for  M1'  Oken's  plate  they  did  then  forbeare 
supposing  they  should  have  bene  callid  to  the  burges  acompt  at  Sl  Androes  tide 
against  wb  tyme  they  had  made  a  note  of  their  myndes  in  c'ten  articles  but 
bicause  they  were  not  then  callid  they  have  brought  them  nowe  wu  them  And  so 
exhibited  c'ten  articles  in  writing  As  herafter  followb  vrbatim 

Scnncsts  of  the  n'om-  The  Eequestes  made  to  M1'  Bailief  &  the   twelve 

pann       of       wiiij  principall  Burgesses  of  the  towne  of  Warwick  by  c'ten  of  the 

tfvbibitco  in  nmtino,  comoners   of    the    same    towne   late    being   sworne    of    the 

company  of  the  xxiiij  to  be  of  the  comon  counsaill  of  the 

said  towne  to  &  wh  the  said  bailief  &  Burgesses  as  folowth  viz. 

1.  Inprms  the  said  company  of  comoners  doo  request  that  there  may  be 
a  full  &  whole  company  of  xxiiij  chosen  &  sworne  out  of  the  best  &  chiefest 
comoners  whin  the  said  towne  of  Warr.  to  be  of  the  comon  counsaill  of  the  said 
towne  to  &  wu  the  said  Balief  &  Burgesses  in  all  matters  &  causes  that  may 
towch  &  concerne  the  comon  state  &  welth  of  the  same  acording  to  laudable 
custome  frequented  &  usid  in  all  other  cities  &  Townes  corporate  yf  the 
corporation  will  allowe  the  same 

(folio  78)  2.  Secondarely  the  said  company  do  request  That  when  &  so  often  as 
any  of  them  shall  die  or  be  chosen  unto  the  company  of  any  of  the  twelve 
principall  Burgesses  or  otherwise  depte  out  of  this  borough  to  dwell  in  any  other 
place  That  then  &  ymediately  after  whn  convenient  tyme  there  may  be  chosen 
by  the  said  Bailief  Burgesses  &  xxiiij  or  the  greter  part  of  them  others  in  their 
Eomes  to  be  sw7orne  to  be  likwise  of  the  comon  counsaill  of  the  same  towne  &  so 
to  contynewe  from  tyme  to  tyme 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  L09 


3.  Thirdly  the  said  company  do  request  that  when  there  is  a  full  & 
whole  company  of  xxiiij  so  chosen  and  sworne  to  be  of  the  comon  consell  of  the 
said  towne  That  then  after  they  nor  none  of  them  to  be  amovid  from  the  said 
counsell  by  the  balief  &  xii  principall  Burgesses  so  long  as  he  or  they  shall 
behave  themselfes  decently  &  honestly  in  the  said  counsell  and  company 

4.  ffourthly  the  said  company  do  request  that  they  may  have  free  speche 
at  all  tyme  &  tymes  in  the  counsell  house  or  hawles  to  &  w*  the  said  Balief  & 
burgesses  wkrat  any  comptrolling  of  them  or  any  of  them  so  as  the  same  speche 
be  comely  decent  &  orderly  &  not  repugnant  to  the  comon  wealth  &  state  of  this 
borough 

5.  flfivethly  the  said  compeny  doo  request  that  if  any  of  them  shall  not 
bee  of  good  name  &  fame  or  live  orderly  &  decently  wtn  the  said  borough 
according  to  their  calling  or  shall  give  counsaill  or  stirre  in  any  matter  thing  or 
cause  which  may  or  shall  be  preiudiciall  or  hurtefull  to  the  corporacion  of  this 
towne  or  either  of  them  or  against  the  comon  state  and  wealth  of  this  said  towne 
and  the  same  duely  provid  against  him  or  them  That  then  the  same  person  or 
psons  so  dealing  to  be  presently  amovid  of  &  from  the  said  company  of  the  xxiiij 
by  the  said  balief  burgesses  &  xxiiij  or  the  most  part  of  them  &  never  after  to  be 
recevid  into  the  said  company  agayn 

6.  Sixtely  the  said  compeny  doo  request  that  they  may  yerely  bee  callid 
&  made  pryvy  to  the  burgesses  acomptes  as  heretofore  they  have  bene  acustomyd 
aswell'towching  the  Eeceipts  of  the  yerely  Eevenewes  &  rents  of  all  such  lands 
tents  and  hereditaments  as  were  given  unto  this  borough  by  the  first  corporacion 
as  also  of  all  maner  of  payments  yerely  paid  and  going  out  of  the  same  to  any 
person  or  psons  whatsoever 

7.  Seventhly  the  said  compeny  doo  request  that  hereafter  there  may  be 
none  of  the  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  aptening  or  belonging  to  this 
borough  alienated  or  sold  away  by  the  said  Balief  or  burgesses  wmout  the 
consent  &  assent  of  the  said  xxiiij  or  the  most  part  of  them  for  the  tyme  being 
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8.  Eightly  tliey  doo  request  that  likewise  hereafter  there  may  be  no  lease 
or  leases  graunted  &  made  to  any  person  or  psones  either  in  possession  or 
Revercion  of  any  of  the  said  landes  tenements  &  hereditaments  by  the  said  balief 
&  burgesses  without  the  like  assent  &  consent  of  the  said  xxiiij  or  the  most  part 
of  them 

Ansiucr  to  their  requests  Thies    articles    were   openly   red   before    the    Bailief   & 

principal!  Burgesses  it  the  others  then  present  to  wu  It  was  ymediately 
aunsweiid  That  the  same  articles  contenid  matters  unresonable  &  therefore  not 
to  be  graunted  As  particulerly  to  the  first  where  is  requyi/ed  to  have  the  nombr 
of  xxiiij  to  be  chosen  &  svvorne  &  to  be  the  comon  counsell  of  this  borough  to  & 
\vl  the  bailief  and  principal  burgesses  The  same  is  in  no  wise  to  be  graunted  ffor 
by  the  charter  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  are  apointid  to  be  the  comon 
counsell  of  this  borough  &  being  so  there  is  no  reson  to  alter  the  Kings  graunt 
besides  that  if  there  should  be  xxiiij  apointid  were  more  than  the  charter  wold 
bere  though  not  of  the  comon  counsell  for  the  charter  saith  the  balief  &  principall 
burgesses  may  at  their  libtye  chose  other  so  many  as  they  are  whern  is  to  be 
notid  that  if  any  nomb1"  be  chosen  it  may  not  excede  the  nomb1'  prescribed 
likewise  the  woord — may — is  to  be  notid  wherin  is  ment  that  it  is  not  of  any 
necessitye  that  there  shalbe  a  second  nomb1'  but  at  the  pless1'  of  the  bailief  & 
principall  burgesses  And  it  is  well  seen  &  found  that  the  Balief  &  principall 
Burgesses  be  wel  iuough  hable  &  doo  sufficiently  pforme  that  office  aswell  yea  & 
better  it  is  thought  than  if  there  were  a  greater  nomb1'  as  by  example  of  the  xxiiij 
hath  bene  well  tought  &  therefore  they  are  resoluid  to  have  no  such  nomb1'  of 
xxiiij  wherin  also  the  experience  of  M1'  Okens  ffeofement  may  suffice  wherin  it  is 
puided  that  the  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  &  three  of  evry  ward  shalbe  at  the 
doing  of  all  his  busynes  And  when  or  how  that  may  bee  to  have  xxxvj  or  xxxvij 
psons  to  come  or  especially  to  agree  togither  Is  doubticl  of  Besides  whan  there  is 
xij  or  xiij  of  one  side  &  xx  or  xxiiij  on  the  other  side  you  woold  look  that  the 
greter  nombr  should  take  place  and  so  if  yo1'  requests  were  grauntid  youe  that 
clayme  to  be  but  comoners  woold  rule  the  balief  &  his  company  wGh  should  be  yo1' 
hed  &  Pailer. 
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And  as  bowching  yor  second  request  that  such  of  the  xxiiij  as  shold  be 
namyd  &  sworne  should  not  be  displacid  but  continewe  in  ther  Romes  still  is  very 
hard  to  be  graunted  (for  so  should  the  bailief  &  principal!  Burgesses  graunt  youe 
more  than  to  them  is  promissed  (for  there  is  none  of  the  principall  Burgi 
Eecorder  nor  Bailief  that  hath  or  may  clayrae  to  have  that  ppetuyfcye  after  his 
election  But  is  in  case  &  must  be  content  (folio  79)  to  be  amovid  &  displacid  if 
the  rest  see  cause  or  so  doo  agree  &  so  be  the  woords  of  the  charter 

And  as  towching  the  free  speche  in  counsailles  &  metings  there  is  no  doubt 
that  whan  youe  or  any  of  yo1'  are  alowid  to  come  &  speke  in  counsells  using 
yorselfs  as  shall  apteyn  free  speche  being  not  fryvolous  or  inconvenient  may  be 
herd  so  farre  as  may  be  graunted  that  is  so  long  as  it  excedith  not  the  bonds  of 
reson  and  is  not  out  of  the  matter  in  hand  but  restith  w*hin  the  lymytts  of  the 
matter  proposid  wherin  also  youe  must  more  playnely  unde)  stand  my  meaning 
that  is  you  may  speak  in  such  things  as  your  speche  shalbe  requyred  &  not 
otherwise  but  to  showe  your  opynion  w'hout  that  ye  shall  have  any  effectuall 
voice  either  affirmative  or  negative  to  consent  or  dissent  but  only  a  speche  to 
she  we  yo1'  opynion  as  aforesaid 

And  to  that  ye  requyre  that  any  psons  of  that  company  misbehaving 
himself  towards  the  corporacion  should  be  duly  reformed  youe  may  be  well 
assured  that  y1'  request  herein  may  &  shalbe  graunted  though  not  in  that  maner 
for  we  are  persuadid  &  so  mynde  to  see  that  doone  w*hout  the  consent  or  making 
pryvy  of  so  great  a  nombr  as  xxiiij 

And  as  towching  the  Burgers  acompt  nowe  all  &  every  of  youe  might  have 
bene  pryvy  therunto  if  yor  selfes  liked  &  so  were  till  some  such  as  hath  litle 
reson  &  lesse  understanding  refusid  so  to  be  which  bicause  he  or  they  could  not 
have  their  own  willes  wilfully  refusid  bothe  to  heare  or  tarry  at  the  same  acompt 
as  some  of  youe  can  tell  and  his  behavio1'  was  taken  to  be  all  your  consents  ffor 
so  many  as  were  then  present  deptid  w11  him  showing  your  selfs  like  to  him  woh 
was  the  cause  why  youe  were  not  sins  callid  especially  seing  we  were  of  o1'  selves 
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sufficient  to  determyne  those  causes  And  ye  may  be  well  assured  we  had  rather  & 
will  in  dede  provide  in  those  matters  w'hout  yor  pryvite  &  company  rather  then  by 
calling  you  to  fall  into  such  quarrells  &  questions  as  neither  Eeason  nor  concord 
will  suffer 

And  lastly  to  yor  last  requests  as  towelling  the  restraining  of  us  from  making 
of  any  leaces  or  the  depting  \xl  any  of  the  landes  or  hereditaments  of  this  borough 
without  yor  counsent  is  a  thing  in  no  wise  to  be  graunted  ffor  as  wee  take  ovselfes 
namely  Mr  Bailief  &  theprincipall  Burgesses  to  be  the  governers  &  comon  counsell 
of  the  borough  &  all  things  therto  aptening  So  to  ioyne  you  wfc  us  or  rather  to 
admyt  that  yor  request  were  in  myne  owne  opynion  marines  or  at  least  might  be 
taken  a  iust  cause  to  deprive  or  depose  us  from  having  any  thing  to  doo  in  any 
such  graunts  ffor  examyne  youe  the  cause  truly  &  see  as  is  before  said  whither 
youe  that  desire  to  be  callid  the  xxiiij  should  have  yor  willes  before  us  or  no  first 
yornombr  is  greter  yo1'  auctoryty  all  one  the  meanest  of  you  as  great  as  balief  yo1' 
mindes  padventure  as  wilfull  as  ors  Then  it  folowth  that  yo1'  auctoryty  in  evry 
singler  pson  being  asmuch  as  any  of  us  yo1'  nomb1'  being  greater  than  ours  must 
allure  us  to  consent  will  we  nil  we  &  so  should  it  come  to  passe  that  the  foot 
should  govern  the  hed  &  the  meanest  him  of  best  calling  &  most  experience 
wherunto  be  ye  well  assured  we  neither  can  nor  will  yeld  But  to  conclude  yf 
youe  that  nowe  be  present  whom  M1'  Bailief  and  his  company  have  chosen  out  to 
be  men  of  best  order  &  discrecion  can  agree  to  attend  on  M1'  Bailief  at  tymes 
convenient  and  >eld  you  resonable  assistants  in  such  causes  as  the  said  M1' 
Bailief  shall  ympart  unto  you  as  tyme  &  occasion  may  requyre  Then  ys  he  plesid 
&  it  is  his  speciall  desire  to  have  you  as  his  especiall  friends  to  siipplie  those 
things  wcb  are  to  be  done  quietly  &  by  order  wherin  as  is  before  said  he  woold 
have  you  to  knowe  that  having  ones  experience  of  yo1'  resonable  conformytie  he 
mvndith  to  ympart  w*  you  such  necessory  causes  as  conveniently  he  may  but  to 
be  bound  to  you  not  to  peed  in  graunts  &  other  things  specified  in  yo1"  articles  he 
thinkith  not  convenient  nor  resonable  for  causes  afore  showid  wherfor  if  you  can 
first  to  be  the  nomb1"  of  xij  as  nowe  ye  are  apointid  ye  shalbe  well  aceptid 
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of  as  all  &  welcome  to  us  as  bretherne  friends  <X  ptakers  of  or  cares  &  travells 
wherof  we  trust  by  youe  to  be  BOinewhat  easid  as  further  ye  shall  kuowe  whan 
we  may  understand  howe  ye  like  of  or  can  agree  of  the  nombr  &  choice  alredy 
made  wherunto  we  pray  you  first  to  answer  And  yf  youe  can  or  don  like  of  thai 

noinli1'  &  choice  'Than  shall  youe  see  what  orders  or  articles  we  have  devised  for 
your  better  quyet  &  comely  behavyo1'  wherin  we  mynd  to  deale  w1  yon  as  with 
ourselfes  to  prescribe  youe  some  (folio  80)  c''ten  lymytts  for  triad  in  the  beginning 
wcb  if  you  excede  not  but  observe  as  we  trust  you  will  being  resonable  we  shalbe 
more  encouragid  herafter  to  pticipate  more  wh  youe  as  is  aforsaid  but  first  we 
expect  yo1'  answer  of  liking  or  misliking  the  choice  alredy  made 

la-plication  Then    after    a    while    Rbart    Sheldon  and  said   ffirst  as 

towching  the  nomb1'  of  xxiiij  it  woold  be  a  comly  sight  to  have  them  as  it  is  in 
Stretford  in  Northampton  &  Coventry  and  I  wold  wish  their  were  so  many  if  it 
might  be  but  if  the  charter  will  not  beare  it  then  as  you  will  Then  spak  John 
Grene  &  said  wheras  you  are  not  willing  that  we  should  be  privy  to  the  binges 
acompt  and  say  that  it  is  long  of  orselfes  that  we  were  not  sithens  callid  yt  is  not 
so  but  long  of  you  that  doo  misuse  us  in  woords  whan  we  coome  there  caling  us 

luitt  birkith  out  into  by  the  names  of  undutifull  subjects  rebelles  &  such  like  names 
flaudws  wheras  the  wors  of  us  is  as  honest  as  any  of  you  Stay  there 

said  Jo.  ffisher  comparrisons  be  odyous  Nay  said  Jo.  Grene  as  honest  as  the  best 
of  you  Nay  said  J.  ffr.  it  becomith  not  youe  to  compare  wh  the  wors  of  us  Yes 
saith  J.  Grene  as  the  best  of  you  It  becometh  saith  J.  ff.  youe  of  all  worst  to 
spek  that  for  my  self  I  wold  be  loth  there  were  any  nerenes  of  your  honesty  to 
myne  for  you  have  excedid  the  bounds  of  honesty  as  might  wel  appere  when  it 
was  by  yor  pilde  hed  he  is  said  J  G  a  lieng  knave  that  saith  so  Than  said  J.  ff  I 
say  that  the  poks  made  youe  to  have  a  pillid  head  &  beard  Thowart  a  lieng  knave 
saith  J.  G.  Therwth  Jo.  ffisher  held  his  pece  &  then  said  J.  G.  agayn  he  is  a  lieng 
knave  that  so  reportith  of  me  herwth  the  whole  house  was  trowblicl  till  at  the  last 
they  weere  both  comandid  to  silens  after  wcb  being  doon  &  the  said  J.  Grene 
somwhat  said  unto  by  the  Bailief  &  some  of  the  principall  burgesses  it  was  agayn 

H 
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demaundid  of  the  vest  of  the  comoners  whither  they  likid  of  the  determynacion 
towelling  the  nombr  &  choice  wherupon  they  desired  to  have  licens  to  goo 
bogither  &  to  conferre  of  this  matter  &  then  to  give  their  aunswer  which  was 

(Tonfcmns     of     tlirm     graunted  And  therupon  the  said  comoners  went  into  the  church 

clrttfb  where  comonyng  about  half  an  houre  they  retuvnid  to  Mr  Bailief 

&  principall  burgesses  of  whom  being  demaundid  how  they  likid  of  the  nomb1'  & 

election  the  said  comoners  aunswerid  that  forsomuch  as  it  was 

doubtid  lest  the  corpacion  woold  not  beare  to  have  xxiiij  they  were  well  liking 

of  the  nomb1'  of  xij  but  they  wold  have  bene  glad  to  have  bene  the  full  nomb1'  of 

xxiiij  if  it  might  have  bene  And  as  towelling  the  choice  they  all  agreid  that  those 

that    were    chosen   were    honest   men  but  yet    there    were   men 

unnainyd  that  both  for  their  age  &  substance  might  be  well  placid  And  then  said 

Thomas  Chapman  that  he  was  unmete  to  be  of  that  company  &  therfore  desired 

to  be  sparid  so  said  Phillippe  coo  that  there  were  auncient  &  welthy  men  that 

^unsforre       bctlnrinq     might  better  supply  the  plaice  &  therfore  desired  to  be  sparid 

causes      of      their     Towelling  wc'a  allegacions  it  was  told  them  that  it  was  true  that 

there  were  others  wch  for  the  substance  or  age  might  supplie  the 

place  but  wanting  other  such  virtues  &  conformyties  as  is  iudgid  to  be  in  them 

©rbrrs  oruisro  for  the  they  were  rather  preferrid  And  then  was  offred  unto  the  said 
vij  |is5islants  comoners  a  draught  or  minute  of  crten  orders  &  articles  towching 

their  behavo1'  wch  was  openly  red  to  them  wherin  also  was  contenyd  the  forme 
of  an  othe  wth  they  should  also  swere  at  their  admission  wch  articles  being 
soni what  long  I  leave  here  to  write  bicause  they  are  writen  in  the  book  of 
constitucions  &  orders  of  the  burrough  of  Warwick  And  because  the  same  articles 
contenid  many  things  to  be  obsrvid  of  the  comoners  then  callid  assistants  the 
said  comoners  desired  to  have  the  pusing  &  consideracions  therof  untill  Wensday 
following  w,h  was  graunted  Then  spak  J.  Grene  and  said  that  wheras  it  had 
plesid  Mr  Bailief  &  Ins  Maisters  to  name  him  emongs  others  as  one  of  the 
assistants  he  thought  himself  gretly  beholding  to  them  but  forsomuch  as  there 
were  others  more  mete  that  be  left  out  and  also  for  other  causes  so  desirith  them 
all  to  pdon  him  and  chose  some  other  in  his  Eome  wherunto  M1'  Bailief  aunswrid 
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that  forsomuch  as  they  had  ably  determynid  their  choice  they  could  not  nor 
woold  not  alter  the  same  Wherunto  the  said  -I.  Grene  replied  &  said  that  he 
woold  not  be  sworne  nor  was  metefor  Lin;  said  company  and  therfore  desired 
them  to  hold  him  excusid  for  lie  knew  causes  in  himself  that  he  could  in 
that  turne  And  therfore  prad  eftsones  to  be  dismissid  \vlh  their  favors  Or  to  lay 
such  fyne  upon  hiin  as  they  thought  mete  woh  he  woold  rather  pay  than  be  of 
that  company  wcb  woold  not  be  graunted 

(folio  82)  (sic)  And  so  for  that  tyme  the  company  departid  On  Wensday  acording  to 
^tcrptaiur  &  liking  of     promise  cam  before  M1'  Bailief  &  his  company  All  the  company 
the  others   bn   them     of  xii  assistants  saving  John  Grene  who  as  the  rest  said  had 
tl«tfi>  given  his  consent  to  doo  as  the  rest   woold  doo  And  being  so 

togitber  it  was  askid  of  them  howe  they  likid  of  the  Articles  deliured  to  them 
who  aunswerid  that  they  were  very  good  &  mete  to  be  put  in  use  wl  such  addicions 
as  they  had  put  to  them  \voU  was  not  past  a  woord  or  twoo  &  the  alteracion  of 
one  penaltye  Than  said  Jo.  ff.  are  you  contentid  to  have  them  engrossid  so  as  you 
may  put  yo1'  hands  to  them  they  said  yea  Then  said  J.  ff.  you  did  see  what 
disordr  happenid  the  last  tyme  of  yor  being  here  by  some  of  yor  company  Therfore 
it  was  very  meet  to  have  an  order  to  restrayne  such  lewd  speech  wherunto  the 
said  company  agried  desiring  that  like  as  an  order  was  made  for  the  conformyty 
of  their  company  So  a  like  order  might  be  to  promiss  the  principal  1  burgesses  if 
they  should  give  any  such  causes  at  any  meating  Wch  also  was  conseutid  unto 
And  therupon  the  said  orders  were  drawen  And  so  that  night  agreing  to  mete  the 
next  day  for  the  assis  of  the  said  orders  wch  in  the  meane  tyme  should  be  engrossid 
into  parchement  they  for  that  tyme  departid  The  next  day  after  evening  prayer 
being  cristmas  even  M1'  Bailief  &  the  gretest  part  of  the  xij  principall  burgesses 
assembled  themselfs  before  whom  cam  also  the  said  xij  assistants  then  newly 
some  rafeU  mabc  after  namyd  To  whom  was  deliverid  the  articles  engrossid  togitber 
consent  vvl  the  mynit  drawen  which  articles  they  redd  and  therupon 

Bobart  Sheldon  began  to  use  a  fewe  woords  towelling  the  first  of  the  said  articles 
Wherin  it  is  said  that  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  may  use  &  wheriu  saith 
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the  said  Robart  Sheldon  it  semyth  that  M1' Bailief  &  the  rest  may  choose  whither 
they  will  call  them  to  all  things  or  no  To  wch  it  was  aunswerid  the  woord  May 
was  in  t lie  first  draught  &  therfor  not  altered  sins  the  first  agrement  wch  they 
eonfessid  but  they  wold  wisshe  it  should  be  tumid  to  shall  or  should  In  no  wise 
said  Jo.  ff  for  so  the  Bailief  &  his  company  should  be  bound  to  call  you  to  all 
things  w'1'  you  knowe  was  not  ment  neither  that  whan  you  are  callid  that  you 
shall  have  any  affirmatyve  voyce  or  negative  saving  in  the  election  of  the  bailief 
as  afore  is  said  &  the  election  of  the  burges  for  the  parliament  Nevtheles  upon 
yor   diligence  it  honest  behavo1'  it  may  be  &  it  is  very  like  some  of  you  shalbe 

Subscribing  the  mticlrs     callid  to  more  things  than  I  think  you  all  desire  Well  said  they 

wee  are  content  and  herwth  agreyd  to  put  their  handes  to  the 

said  articles  wcb  they  did  and  after  that  evry  one  of  them  in  the  presence  of  Mr 

oolholc  vij  assistants  Baiiief  &  the  rest  laing  their  handes  upon  a  sruice  book  swoare 
the  othe  contenid  in  the  said  articles  wch  doone  J.  ff  usid  a  fewe 

tfvborr.uion  to  contorb  woordes  to  put  them  in  mynde  of  their  duty  aswell  towards  the 
balief  and  his  company  as  also  ech  one  to  an  other  pswading  them  to  unyty  & 
brotherly  concorde  and  to  put  from  them  rancor  &  malice  if  any  had  bene  in  any 

Remitting  of  offence  of  them  And  whall  direktg  his  speeche  to  Jo.  Grene  said  I  am 

for  mye  own  part  sorry  if  I  have  offendid  you  &  so  doo  pray  you  forgive  me  if  I 
have  so  done  like  as  on  the  other  side  I  utterly  remit  any  thing  you  have  spoken 
or  done  against  me  and  so  I  wisshe  it  might  be  amongs  you  &  us  all  for  so  we 
shall  by  gods  grace  come  togither  after  a  better  sort  &  wth  one  mynd  &  so  shall 
one  be  partaker  of  an  others  goodnes  to  all  or  comforts  and  wmall  I  wish  you  to 
stick  togither  as  brethen  &  frends  for  so  shall  you  be  made  more  strong  &  hable  to 
resist  any  thing  practzid  against  you  and  in  case  not  to  care  for  the  malice  of  the 
worser  sort  who  padventure  whan  they  shall  see  you  preferrid  before  them  will 
utter  their  cankrid  fruit  of  there  malicious  hete  for  welL  you  shall  not  nede  to 
care  so  long  as  you  doo  well  wch  I  wish  to  you  all  as  to  myself  Then  spak  John 
Grene  &  said  And  I  for  my  part  doo  forgive  youe  any  thing  done  against  me 
Wherw1'  all  the  company  semyd  to  be  glad  to  see  unytie  &  concord  Then  Mr 
Townesend  &  Mr  Bic.  ilisher  movid  that  a  lik  reconciliacion  might  be  betweene 
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Robert  Phillippes  &  Eobart  Sheldon  &  John  Bailies  who  had  before  that  tyme 
concevid  some  unkindnes  chiefly  growing  upon  woords  Wcb  after  some  color  on 
bothe  partes  loosed  promised  ech  to  other  their  good  willes  whereof  1  pray  god 
make  a  sure  knot  and  kepe  us  in  good  liking  one  of  another 

|  civ.umt  to  make  the  After  this  the  company  of  Drapers  made  request  to  Mr 

o'ompann  of  fnnlrv's     Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  that  they  woold  please  to  reforme 
a  vrfovmnb  $ook  their  book   of  the  said  occupacions  especially  in  making  the 

somes  of  composicion  of  straungers  greater  wch  was  grauntid  togither  wl  other 
reformacions  &  addicions 


(The  lioohr  for  prnprts  (folio  83)  A  declaracyon  of  all  the  constitucyons  ordynncs  & 

*  °  :iUlrrs  decrees  of  the  misteryes  or  crafts  of  Drapers  and  Tailors  of 

the  borough  of  Warwik  in  the  county  of  Warr.  made 
constitutid  &  ordeynid  as  well  by  thassent  consent  &  agream1 
of  the  balief  &  principall  burgesses  of  the  same  borough  as 
by  thassent  Consent  &  agream*  of  all  the  compauyes  of 
Drapers  &  Taylors  nowe  inhabiting  &  occupyeng  the  said 
misteries  wmin  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  ordeynid  to  be 
from  hensfforth  truly  observid  &  kept  of  them  &  euery  of 
them  &  their  Successors  Drapers  &  Tailors  wmin  the  said 
borough  &  Suburbes  as  ffolowith 

fnrst  it  is  ordeynid  constitutid  &  established  by  consent  aforesaid  that  all 
Drapers  &  Tailors  of  this  borough  being  housholders  shall  yerely  in  the  feast  of 
saint  John  the  Evangelist  assemble  themselves  and  mete  at  some  convenyent 
house  wlhin  the  same  borough  wch  shalbe  callid  the  Drapers  &  Tailors  hall  And 
then  and  there  shall  chose  one  of  the  said  compauyes  dwelling  w*hin  the  said 
borough  or  suburbes  to  be  Maister  of  those  occupacyons  for  the  yere  to  come  And 
also  shall  at  the  same  tyme  elect  &  chose  twoo  others  that  is  to  say  of  either  • 
occupacyon  one  to  be  wardens  of  the  said  compauyes  for  the  yere  to  come  wcU 
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psons  so  namyd  and  chosen  maister  &  wardens  of,  Drapers  &  Tailors  shall  have 
auctoryty  to  call  togither  at  tymes  convenient  when  &  as  often  as  they  shall 
chiiike  mete  by  their  discreeyons  all  Drapers  &  Tailors  being  housholders 
inhabiting  w'hin  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  into  their  said  hall  There  &  then 
to  consent  reson  &  devyse  for  the  beuefyte  comodytie  &  true  dealing  in  the  said 
bs  or  misteryes  and  good  orders  emongs  themselves 

Item  it  is  ordeynid  estahlisshid  &  consentid  unto  That  euery  Draper  & 
Tailor  dwelling  w'hin  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  being  housholcler  upon  somons 
or  warning  to  him  gyven  shall  come  &  apeare  before  the  maister  &  wardens  of  the 
said  companyes  for  the  tyme  being  at  such  convenyent  place  &  tyme  as  by  the 
said  maister  X-  wardens  shalbe  apointid  And  if  any  of  them  so  warnyd  doo  make 
defalt  wilfully  and  doo  not  come  having  no  resonable  cause  to  the  contrary  Or  if 
any  deny  or  refuse  to  obey  any  such  good  order  as  shalbe  made  by  the  maister  & 
wardens  &  the  more  part  of  the  said  companyes  That  he  or  they  absenting 
themselfes  shall  forfeyt  &  pay  for  eury  tyme  absenting  himself  Twelve  pence  And 
eury  one  refusing  to  obey  such  good  orders  or  ordynncs  as  shalbe  made  by  the 
said  master  wardens  &  company  shall  forfeit  &  pay  for  euery  such  defalte  Sixe 
shillings  and  eight  pence 

Item  it  is  ordeynid  &  agreed  that  no  pson  being  of  either  of  the  said  artes 
or  misteryes  of  Drapers  or  Tailors  dwelling  w'hin  this  borough  or  suburbes  shall 
take  or  enterteyn  any  man  or  chield  to  dwell  wth  him  to  thentent  to  teach  such 
man  or  chield  his  occupacion  except  he  take  him  to  be  his  Aprentice  or  covennt 
sruant  for  seven  yeres  at  the  least  uppon  payn  that  eury  pson  doing  the  contrary 
shall  forfeyt  A  pay  for  evry  such  default  ffourtie  shillings 

Item  it  is  agreid  that  evry  of  the  said  Drapers  or  Taylors  taking  any 
Aprentice  or  Covennt  srunt  shall  take  his  said  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  by 
Indenture  And  shall  bring  aswell  the  same  Indenture  as  also  the  Aprentice  or 
covennt  srunt  before  the  Bailief  and  Steward  or  Towne  clerk  of  the  same  borough 
for  the  tyme  being  w'hin  one  moneth  next  after  the  taking  of  such  Aprentice  or 
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Covennt  srunt  into  sruice  And  then  X  there  shall  knowleig  the  Bame  [ndenture  & 
bargayn  before  the  said  balief  and  Steward  or  Towneclerk  w'1  [ndenture  shalbe 
enrollid  in  the  ( !ourt  Holes  of  the  same  borough  the  same  I  >raper  or  ta  \  In-  taking 
such  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  payng  only  xij'1  to  the  Towneclerk  tor  enroling 
therof  upon  payne  that  evry  Draper  or  Tayler  not  so  dooing  shall  forfeit  loose  & 
pay  for  evry  defalt  xxs 

Item  it  is  agreid  consentid  &  orderid  that  no  psone  or  psones  of  eitlier  the 
said  crafts  or  mysteryes  dwelling  w'hin  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  shall  take 
or  receive  into  his  sruice  any  Journeyman  to  work  any  nianer  of  work  by  the 

garment  or  week  or  otherwise  but  by  the  yere  half  yere  or  quarter  of  the  yere  at 
least  according  to  the  statute  in  that  case  provided  And  also  that  eury  psone  of 
of  either  of  the  said  artes  reteyning  or  taking  any  such  Journey  man  shall  give 
knoleige  therof  to  the  Maister  &  Wardens  of  the  said  Artes  or  misteryes  w*hin 
eight  dayes  after  such  reteyning  or  hiring  of  any  such  Journey  man  to  thentent 
that  such  Journey  man  shall  not  depart  his  said  sruice  untill  the  ende  of  his 
terme  upon  payne  that  whosoever  shall  hire  receve  or  enterteyne  any  Journey 
man  contrary  to  this  order  shall  pay  for  evry  default  Twenty  shillings 

Item  it  is  agreid  consentid  &  orderid  that  no  psone  dwelling  presently  or 
or  which  herafter  shall  dwell  wthin  this  borough  or  suburbes  or  libtyes  of  the 
same  whither  he  were  borne  in  the  towne  or  out  of  the  towne  nor  any  forrener 
dwelling  out  of  the  said  borough  shall  in  any  wise  be  licensid  by  any  agreament 
or  composicion  to  occupy  &  use  either  of  the  said  crafts  or  misteryes  of  Draper 
or  Tayler  wmin  the  said  (folio  84)  borough  or  suburbes  except  he  have  bene 
Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  one  of  the  said  artes  and  have  servid  therin 
faithfully  &  truly  the  space  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  as  apprentice  or  covennt 
srunt  And  the  same  to  be  provid  before  the  bailief  of  the  same  borough  and  the 
maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  arts  or  mysteryes  by  sufficient  testimony  &  vvitnes 
before  he  doo  use  &  set  up  his  said  occupacion  wliin  the  same  borough  and 
suburbes  upon  payne  that  the  maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  company  of  Drapers 
&  taylers  admitting  or  suffring  any  psone  to  set  up  contrary  to  this  ordinance 
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shall  forfeyt  A:  pay  unto  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  to 
the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the  said  borough  for  eury  such  default  neglicence  or 
suffrance  cs 

Item  it  is  consentid  agreid  &  orderyd  That  no  forrener  Whither  he  dwell 
in  the  fcowne  or  out  of  the  towne  wcb  before  this  tyme  or  at  this  psent  is  not 
admyfctid  as  one  of  the  company  of  drapers  or  taylers  of  this  borough  although 
he  have  bene  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  &  srued  in  the  same  occupacions  or  one 
of  them  seven  yeres  shalbe  suffred  or  admyttid  to  sett  upp  &  use  &  occupy  his 
said  craft  wthin  this  borough  or  suburbes  untill  he  have  agreid  &  compoundid 
w"1  the  maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  arts  or  misteryes  upon  payne  that  eury 
such  psone  setting  up  or  using  either  of  the  said  crafts  wlhin  this  borough  or 
libertyes  before  he  have  so  compoundid  shall  forfeit  or  pay  for  eury  day  so  dooing 
ten  shillings 

Item  it  is  consentid  agreid  &  orderyd  That  from  hensforth  eury  psone 
that  shalbe  admyttid  &  allowid  of  the  companyes  of  Drapers  &  taylers  of  this 
borough  weh  hath  bene  or  shalbe  a  forrener  &  borne  out  of  this  towne  That  is  to 
say  such  a  one  as  hath  bene  Aprentice  to  one  of  the  said  Arts  w'hin  this  borough 
&  suburbes  &  sruid  therm  truly  &  faithfully  seven  yeres  shall  before  he  be 
admyttid  or  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  said  company  &  to  use  &  exercise  his  said 
erafte  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  shall  pay  or  be  bound  to  pay  as  herafter 
is  expressid  That  is  to  say  yf  he  have  bene  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  the  said 
art  or  mistery  of  Drapers  &  sruid  the  same  occupacion  in  some  citye  Borough  or 
corporate  towne  the  space  of  seven  yeres  and  so  provid  Then  he  shall  pay  before 
he  be  admyttid  to  exercise  his  said  craft  wchin  this  borough  or  suburbes  the 
some  of  vj1'  xiijs  iiijd  to  be  paid  presently  at  his  admissions  or  w4hin  one  yere 
next  after  his  admission  as  to  the  balief  of  this  borough  for  the  time  being  &  Mr 
S:  wardens  of  that  arte  shalbe  thought  good  And  if  he  have  bene  Aprentice  or 
or  covunt  srunt  to  the  arte  of  Taylers  and  sruid  in  the  same  occupacion  in  some 
cyty  Borough  or  corporate  towne  the  space  of  seven  yeres  &  so  provid  Then  he 
shall  pay  before  he  be  admyttid  to  exercise  his  said  craft  w^in  this  borough  or 
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Buburbes  the  some  of  three  poundes  sixe  shillings  &  eight  pence  to  be  paid 
presently  at  his  admission  or  w'liin  one  yere  next  after  such  admission  As  to  i  be 
bailief  of  this  borougb  &  Mr  &  warden  of  the  said  occupacion  shalbe  though!  good 
uppon  payne  that  the  maister  and  wardens  of  the  companyes  of  drapers  .V  taylers 
compounding  or  admytting  any  one  for  any  lesse  some  to  forfeit  A;  pay  for  their 
so  dooing  to  the  use  of  the  said  chambr  of  this  borough  Ten  pounds 

Provided  alwayes  that  if  any  forrener  wch  was  or  shalbe  borne  w'liin  this 
borough  or  suburbes  wch  bath  sruyd  or  berafter  shall  serve  as  Aprentice  or 
covennt  srunt  in  either  of  the  said  Artes  in  any  cyty  Borougb  or  corporate  towne 
the  space  of  seven  yeres  &  that  provyd  be  desirous  to  be  admyttid  to  be  one  of 
the  said  company  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  w'liin  this  borough  &  to  set  up  &  use  his 
art  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  such  psone  may  by  the  discrecyon  of  the 
bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  &  the  M1'  &  wardens  of  the  company  of 
Drapers  &  Taylers  be  admyttid  to  set  up  paing  as  herafter  is  declared  That  is  to 
say  yf  he  have  bene  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  to  the  art  of  Drapers  then  paing 
Lxvjs  viijfl  in  maner  &  forme  above  declaryd  And  if  he  have  bene  Aprentice  or 
covennt  srunt  to  a  tayler  Then  payng  xxxiijs  iiijd  in  maner  &  forme  as  is  above- 
said  he  shall  &  may  be  admyttid  &  allowed  as  aforesaid 

Item  it  is  consentid  agreid  &  orderid  that  all  &  eury  such  psone  as  have 
or  hath  bene  is  or  shalbe  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  w^in  this  borough  &  sruid 
or  shall  serve  the  said  occupacibns  or  either  of  them  therin  within  the  said 
burrow  or  suburbes  as  above  is  declaryd  by  the  space  of  seven  yeres  shall  or  may 
after  tbexpiracion  of  his  terme  upon  request  made  to  the  Mr  &  wardens  of  the 
company  of  drapers  &  taylers  set  upp  use  &  occupye  w^in  the  said  borough  or 
suburbes  the  said  arte  wherin  he  hath  bene  brought  up  Payng  only  at  his  setting 
up  three  shillings  &  foure  pens 

(folio  85)  Item  it  is  further  consentid  agreid  &  orderyd  that  yf  any  forrener  being  a 
tayler  &  not  of  the  company  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  of  this  borough  doo  fetche  any 
garment  or  other  woork  to  be  made  out  of  the  towne  of  any  psones  dwelling 
w*hin  this  borough  Or  if  any  such  forrener  doo  woork  any  garm*  or  other  thing 
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aptening  bo  the  art  of  a  bayler  closely  w'lun  an\  mans  house  wHiin  the  towne 
borough  or  libtyes  eury  such  fovrener  shall  forfeit  &  pay  for  eury  tyme  so  dooing 
Shillings  A  eight'  pens  And  that  eury  Inhabitant  of  this  borough  setting  any 
such  forrener  in  woork  in  his  house  shall  forfeit  for  eury  daye  three  shillings  & 
ffoure  pens 

Item  it  is  consentid  agreid  &  orderyd  that  if  any  psone  of  either  of  the 
said  Artes  or  craftes  having  any  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  in  maner  &  forme 
before  declaryd  shall  happen  to  mysuse  his  said  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt.  So 
as  the  same  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  doo  complayne  to  the  said  maister  & 
wardens  of  the  said  company  of  drapers  &  taylers  Then  the  said  maister  & 
wardens  shall  call  before  them  aswell  the  maister  of  such  Aprentice  or  covennt 
srunt  as  the  said  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  so  complayning  And  shall  examyne 
the  cause  &  mysdemeano1'  And  yf  it  fall  out  by  examynacion  that  such  Aprentice 
or  covennt  srunt  bath  bene  misused  the  said  M1'  &  wardens  shall  for  the  fyrst 
tyme  gyve  warnyng  to  such  maister  misusing  his  said  srunt  to  emend  that  fault 
But  if  it  happen  the  same  M1'  of  any  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  eftsones  to 
misuse  his  said  srunt  agayne  Then  it  shalbe  laufull  to  the  said  M1'  &  wardens  of 
Drapers  &  Taylers  to  take  the  same  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  away  from  his 
said  maister  And  to  place  the  same  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  wth  some  other 
honest  man  of  that  craft  or  art  to  serve  out  the  rest  of  his  yeres  And  to  set  such 
fvne  upon  him  so  misusing  his  said  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  as  to  their 
discrecyons  shalbe  thought  mete  And  that  such  Aprentice  or  covennt  srunt  so 
agayn  placyd  &  sruyng  out  his  yeres  shalbe  dischargid  of  his  sruice  to  his  said 
form*  maister  &  shalbe  made  free  &  be  suffred  to  sett  up  in  like  maner  as  if  he 
had  sruid  out  his  yere  wth  his  said  first  master  notw'hstonding  the  covennt  or 
Indenture  to  his  said  maister 

Item  it  is  consentid  agreid  &  orderid  that  if  it  fortune  any  man  of  either 

the  said  artes  or  crafts  wlhin  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  having  Aprentice  or 

covennt  srunt  by  Indenture  shall  happen  to  dye  before  thexpiracion  of  the  terme 

&  yeres  of  such  x\prentice  or  covennt  srunt  That  then  the  said  Aprentice  or 

ant  srunt  srung  out  the  rest  of  the  yeres  not  determyned  wth  the  widowe  of 
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bis  late  maister  if  shee  kepe  herself  widow -  wMi  any  other  of  the  same  arl  or 

craft  by  I  lis  maister  &  M':-  apoyntment  during  the  rest  of  the  yeres  comprised  in 
the  tndentures  shal]  -V  may  after  thexpiracion  of  his  yeres  at  his  libtye  making 
request  and  payng  three  shillings  foure  pens  as  is  aforesaid  Set  up  &  use  hissaid 
art  or  craft  as  well  &  in  like  maner  as  if  his  maister  had  lived  out  the  terme  of 
yeres  comprised  in  the  said  Indentures 

Item  it  is  agreid  consentid  &  orderyd  that  yf  any  woman  w'hin  the  said 
borough  or  suburbes  happen  to  bury  her  husbond  w"'1'  at  the  tyme  of  his  death  was 
one  of  the  company  of  Drapers  &  taylers  Such  woman  during  her  widowhed  shall 
&  may  use  &  exercise  the  arte  w"'h  her  late  husbond  at  the  tyme  of  his  death  did 
use  But  if  it  happen  any  such  woman  afterward  to  marry  an  other  man  being  not 
of  the  same  company  of  Diapers  &  Taylers  although  he  he  dwelling  w*hin  the 
said  borough  &  suburbes  And  after  such  marriage  would  use  &  occupye  the  said 
art  or  craft  It  is  consentid  &  agreid  that  neither  such  man  nor  woman  shall  set 
up  exercise  or  occupy  the  said  art  or  craft  except  he  or  she  have  first  compoundid 
in  maner  &  forme  abovesaid  wfcl1  the  said  maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  company 
of  drapers  &  Taylers  uppon  payne  that  who  so  dothe  contrary  to  this  ordynnce 
shall  forfeit  &  pay  for  eury  weeke  so  doing  Twenty  shillings 

Item  it  is  further  agreid  consentid  &  orderyd  That  if  any  psone  or  psons 
w*hin  the  same  borough  or  suburbes  shall  in  any  wise  offend  in  any  of  thies 
ordynncs  or  any  other  good  orders  that  shalbe  made  emongs  the  said  maister 
wardens  &  companyes  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  And  will  not  upon  demaunde  by  the 
mr  &  wardens  pay  such  soms  of  monye  as  by  him  or  them  is  hath  bene  or  shalbe 
lost  or  forfeited  for  not  obsruing  the  said  ordynncs  &  orders  That  then  it  shall  be 
laufull  for  the  said  in1'  &  wardens  of  Drapers  &  taylers  to  enter  the  houses  shoppes 
closes  or  ffeilds  w^iin  this  borough  or  libtyes  of  any  such  offender  and  offenders 
And  there  to  take  some  part  of  his  goods  &  cattalles  in  the  name  of  a  dystres 
And  the  same  to  deteyne  untill  such  tyme  as  he  or  they  have  paid  the  monye  or 
somes  so  forfeytid  or  lost  by  breaking  any  of  the  said  orders  or  agreaments  And 
if  the  offender  or  offenders  in  them  or  any  of  them  will  not  pay  the  mony  so  lost 
or  forfeited  as  before  is  said  w'hin  one  moneth  next  after  such  distres  taken  That 
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then  at  the  next  court  bo  be  holden  in  the  said  borough  after  the  moneth  (folio 
sic)  The  same  distres  shalbe  brought  by  the  said  m1"  &  wardens  into  the 
court  before  the  bailief  Recorder  or  Steward  or  Towneclerk  or  any  of  them  there 
si  nt  And  the  same  distres  shalbe  presyd  by  foure  indifferent  men  After  weh 
tiling  so  done  it  shalbe  laufull  to  the  said  mr  &  wardens  to  sell  the  same  distres 
And  of  the  mony  therof  rising  to  satisfie  them  selves  deteyning  so  much  monye 
a>  bathe  bene  forfeited  &  lost  And  the  overplus  yf  any  be  they  shall  delyver  to 
the  late  owner  or  owners  of  such  distres 

Item  it  is  also  agreid  consentid  &  orderyd  that  the  one  half  of  the  monye 
rising  happening  or  growing  of  for  or  by  reson  of  any  composicion  agreament 
fyne  forfeybure  payue  or  penaltye  wch  shall  or  should  come  to  thands  of  the  m1'  & 
wardens  of  the  said  company  by  reson  of  the  orders  abovesaid  shall  goo  &  be  to 
the  Bailief  £  principall  Burgesses  of  this  borough  to  the  use  of  the  same  borough 
And  the  other  half  or  moyty  to  the  use  of  the  company  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  of 
the  said  borough 

And  it  is  also  consentid  agreid  &  orderid  that  uppon  the  said  feast  of  saint 
John  the  Evangelist  eury  yere  after  the  election  &  nomynacion  of  a  newe  maister 
&  wardens  in  maner  &  forme  above  declaryd  made  The  olde  maister  &  wardens 
shall  make  A:  declare  before  the  newe  maister  &  wardens  &  the  company  then 
present  a  full  pfitt  &  iust  acompt  of  &  for  all  such  somes  of  monye  &  other  things 
as  they  have  or  ought  to  have  recevid  for  any  default  forfeyture  composicion 
a^rem1  or  otherwise  And  after  their  said  accompt  so  fully  playnly  &  clerly  made 
the  said  late  maister  &  wardens  shall  ymedyately  delyver  the  moytye  &  one  half 
of  all  such  monye  as  hath  or  should  have  come  to  their  hands  by  reason  of  such 
defalts  forfeitures  or  agreaments  or  otherwise  to  the  bailief  of  the  said  borough 
for  the  tyme  being  to  the  use  of  the  chambr  of  the  same  borough  And  the  other 
half  or  moyty  togither  wth  the  rest  &  remayne  of  the  precedent  acompt  they  shall 
delyver  to  the  newe  maister  &  wardens  so  by  them  electid  &  namyd  putting  in 
sufficient  band  for  the  redelivery  &  true  aunswering  therof  at  the  end  of  the  said 
yere  And  for  the  more  pfit  aunswering  of  such  somes  of  mony  as  shalbe  due  to 
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the  chain  br  of  this  borough  It.  is  also  agreid  consentid  &  orderyd  Thai  the  Audito1 
oi  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  shall  &  may  ours  in  the  yere  at  the  leasi  call 
bo  accompt  the  said  >I'\  wardens  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  w"'1  said  mr  &  wardens 
upon  resonable  warning  to  them  given  by  the  said  A.uditor  shall  bring  before  the 
Baid  Audito*  all  their  books  of  orders  acompts  <&  reconings  and  shall  accompt 
before  him  for  the  mony  due  to  the  said  chainb*  upon  payne  of  forfeyture  of  this 
book  &  graunt  to  be  sealid  at  the  will  &  plesure  of  the  bailief  &  principall 
Burgesses  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being 

ffynally  it  is  concludid  consentid  &  agreid  that  in  case  any  thing  he  doone 
by  the  said  M1'  wardens  &  company  of  drapers  and  Taylers  contrary  to  the  good 
orders  custornes  &  lawes  of  the  land  or  the  quiet  govermt  of  the  comon  weale  of 
this  borough  Or  that  the  M1'  &  wardens  of  the  said  Artes  of  Drapers  &  Taylers  doo 
not  yerely  pay  to  thands  of  the  bailief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  all  such 
mony  as  should  yerely  come  to  the  use  of  the  chambr  of  the  said  borough  as 
aforesaid  That  then  this  book  &  all  the  Articles  herin  conteynid  shalbe  voyd  Or 
incase  the  Balief  &  Principall  Burgesses  shall  see  cause  to  redresse  or  reforme  any 
thing  or  article  above  writen  or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to  thies  above 
writen  It  is  also  agreid  consentid  &  orderid  that  the  bailief  of  this  borough  & 
principall  burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  may  detmyn  make  voyd  &  frustrate  all  or 
any  the  articles  above  writen  and  in  their  places  to  make  newe  or  to  the  same  to 
adde  others  as  occasion  &  tyme  shall  requyre  by  their  discrecions  wch  being 
devised  &  agreid  upon  by  the  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  or  the  greter  nombr 
of  them  And  knoleige  therof  given  in  writing  to  the  maister  &  wardens  abovesaid 
or  to  one  of  them  shall  from  theusforth  be  taken  &  reputid  and  shalbe  in  dede 
ordynncs  &  orders  to  bynd  the  said  company  of  Drapers  and  Taylers  &  eury  of 
them  This  book  or  any  thing  therin  conteynid  to  the  contrary  notwlistonding  In 
witnes  of  all  wL'h  articles  orders  constitucions  agreaments  &  consents  the  said 
bailief  and  principall  burgesses  have  to  thies  presents  put  their  comon  seale  the 
last  daye  of  decern  br  in  the  sixeteenth  yere  of  the  reign  e  of  our  souereign  Lady 
Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  of  Englond  ffraunce  and  Irelond  Queue  defender  of 
the  faith  &c 
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(folios  90-91)  Copies  of  Covenant  between  W.  Willington  and  the  town  as  to  a  sum 
of  £80,  and  a  lease  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  John  Eey  of  a  house  in 
Northgate  Street,  not  far  from  the  Churchyard,  Date  34  Hen.  viii.  (in  Latin) 

(folio  92)  Whereas  John  Speede  Citizen  of  London  and  Servant  to  o1'  gratious 
Sovaigne  the  Kings  matie  hath  heretofore  made  and  p'sented  to  his  higlmes  a 
card  or  mapp  of  the  whole  empire  of  great  Britaine  and  now  intendeth  by  gods 
pmission  and  assistance  to  add  to  all  and  euery  pticuler  Sheire  and  Countie  of 
this  Realme  the  true  platforme  and  scituation  of  all  such  cityes  and  Sheire  townes 
as  are  yet  undescribed  wUl  all  the  auncient  and  honorable  Armes  of  those  most 
noble  families  that  have  had  the  Dignities  and  titles  of  Dukes  Marquesses  and 
Earles  of  euery  seuerall  County  citty  and  place  therm  conteyned  and  created 
since  the  Xormaines  conquest  And  also  such  memorable  and  worthy  monuments 
as  concerneth  euery  of  them  with  such  Antiquities  as  therin  are  yet  seen  and 
remaininge  or  els  hath  bine  there  found  The  true  descriptions  of  wch  he  can  no 
way  effect  or  perfectlie  pforme  (as  he  informeth  us)  wthout  the  prsent  veu  and 
sight  thereof  These  are  therfore  to  pray  and  desire  all  and  euery  of  you  to  whom 
it  shall  apptaine  to  suffer  the  said  John  Speede  and  all  such  others  as  he  shall 
imploy  herein  quietlie  to  effect  and  finish  this  coinendable  worke  wuh  he  hath  in 
hand  in  all  and  euery  place  of  this  kingdom  wherunto  he  shall  be  occasioned  to 
repaire  wlhout  anie  of  your  letts  or  hinderances  so  as  alwayes  the  said  Speede 
and  his  assistants  in  this  busines  doo  giue  no  occasion  of  offence  and  doo  well 
and  houestlie  beare  and  behaue  themselues  according  to  the  lawes  and  Statutes 
of  this  Realme  whereof  not  dowbtinge  of  yov  good  regard  to  be  had  hereunto  we 
bid  you  hartelie  farewell  ffrom  the  court  of  Whitehall  the  17  of  June  1607 

R  Cant  J.  Bllesmere         Cam'  &  J.  Dorset 

Northampton 

E  Louies  E  Wotton  &  J  Stanhope 

J.  Herbert 
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A    REQTJE8T    FOB     \    LOAN 

Slccimo  ottnuo  bic  Sep- (folio  (.)">)  i\ly  requests  for  my  streinght  and  asistance  in  my  trade 
tembris  1607  of  cloathinge  in  your  fcowne  are  together  w"1  the  continuance  of 

the  lone  and  favour  of  the  right  wor11  Sr  ffulke  Griuill  the  right  wor11  tnr  Baylyff 
and  the  rest  of  his  bretheren  only  two 

first  fcho  free  Lendinge  of  200"  uppon  good  security 

Secondlie  the  time  viz  fiue  yeares  My  reasons  prouinge  the  laufullnes  of 
my  requests  are  these  and  first  for  the  first  request :  I  shall  loose  the  benefitt  of 
all  my  worckfolke  wch  I  haue  trayned.  upp  and  brought  them  Jfitt  for  ray  purpose  : 
Also  chardge  and  hinderance  in  remouinge  And  lastlie  the  trouble  and  hinderance 
wcb  cannot  be  avoyded  but  I  must  undergoe  till  I  haue  brought  the  people  fitt  for 
my  trade 

And  to  counter vayle  &  to  ballance  these  things  I  am  by  reason  thereof 
moued  to  make  my  first  request 

And  concerninge  the  second  thing  viz  the  tearme  of  v  yeares  I  shalbe  long 
before  I  can  fetch  the  compasse  of  my  tradinge  to  bringe  my  cloath  marke  in 
request  beyond  the  Seas  And  if  I  should  repay  it  in  very  short  time  as  at  ij  or  iij 
yeares  end  it  would  be  either  as  quicklie  or  before  my  cloath  were  kuowne  in 
other  lands  for  it  is  euident  that  our  merchants  will  not  delight  to  buy  our  cloath 
till  the  very  wearinge  of  it  in  other  lands  doe  giue  testimonie  unto  it 

Moreouer  I  thinke  this  time  to  be  reasonable  because  the  money  that  is 
giuen  to  our  Cittie  of  Hereford  is  lett  from  x  yeares  to  x  yeares  unto  cloathiers 

And  to  conclude  I  doubt  not  but  at  the  end  of  these  yeares  :  when  my  good 
carryage  &  honest  dealiuge  wth  all  people  of  all  sorts  shall  appeare  :  your 
worshipps  I  trust  will  continue  my  good  freinds  when  I  shall  giue  noe  cause  to 
the  contrary  :  the  mightie  god  continue  and  encrease  all  the  tokens  of  his  loue 
towards  you 

Your  wors  in  all  that  I  may 

Eichard  Taylor 
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(folio  94)  Michaelmas  Day  157-4  16  Elz.  Richard  Townsend  was  elected  Bailiff. 

<f  be    staling  of    tfooa  M'1  that  the  said  Michilraas  daie  in  the  after  none  the 

said  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  that  is  to  say  humfrey  crane 

She  one  to  btmaub  the     Bailief  Richard  ffisher  Richerd  Townesend  Richerd  Roo  John 

o"£  gincn  bn  jlhster     ffisher  Richard  Brooks   Simon  Yong   Thomas   Powell   Robert 

Philippes  Thomas  Jenks  John  Dich  &   John    Rigeley   having 

She  other  •.uquir.uuc  conferrens  of  other  causes  concrning  the  said  Burrough  emongs 
for  the  s:imr  others  agreid  to  seale  wl  their  comon  seale  twoo  dedes  the  one 

being  an  acquitance  for  one  bundreth  pounds  bequethid  to  the  towne  by  Thomas 
Oken  the  other  a  Ire  of  Attorney  auctorising  humfrey  crane  to  receve  the  said 
hundred  pounds  of  tbexecutors  of  the  said  Thomas  Okeu  bothe  woh  were  left  of 
trust  in  the  hands  of  the  said  humfrey  crane  At  wch  tyme  divers  matters  happenid 
&  be  talked  of  so  whotly  that  it  is  better  to  leave  the  report  than  to  write 

The  tenor  of  the  twoo  dedes  ensue 
.  (folio  95)  The  two  deeds 

Conference    boon    the  Be    it  also   remembrid    that    on    Monday    the    xviij    of 

s.iia  momj  shoulb  be  October  the  bailief  &  some  of  the  princinall  Burgesses  namely 
humfrey  crane  bailief  Richerd  ffisher  Richerd  Townesend 
Richerd  Roo  John  ffisher  Richard  Brookes  Simon  Yong  Thomas  Powell  &  John 
Rigeley  principall  burgesses  assemblid  themselfs  in  their  counsell  house  in  the 
church  to  consult  bowe  the  above  said  hundred  poundes  might  best  be  ymploid 
acording  to  the  mynd  of  the  giver  and  for  the  most  comon  proffit  of  the  poore 
Inhabitants  wbu  this  towne  &  suburbes  Wheruppon  it  was  agreid  that  if  the  same 
inony  might  be  ymploid  &  used  by  some  skilfull  in  making  of  cloth  or  yarne  It 
would  be  very  beneficiall  bicause  the  poore  &  Idle  people  of  this  borough  might 
therby  be  set  on  woork  &  so  deserve  &  get  their  living  Wherfor  it  was  agreid  that 
the  said  some  of  C1'  should  be  offred  to  V  that  had  some  experience  in  yarne  & 
spinning  &  they  to  have  xx11  a  piece  if  they  could  find  good  sureties  to  be  bound 
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both  to  use  the  Bame  money  in  that  trade  &  also  to  repay  the  same  at  twoo  or 
three  yeres  end  The  men  herunto  namyd  were  John  Rigeley  Thomas  Reynoldes 

r.aitliiliiirw  Twycrosse  Edward  Brown  Thomas  Porter  and  it  was  further  agreid 
that  they  should  he  sent  for  hy  M1'  Bailief  to  know  whither  they  woold  have  it 
&  whither  they  could  find  suretyes  for  so  great  a  some  Wherupon  M1'  Rigeley 
being  present  was  content  to  he  the  name  for  twenty  pounds  wcb  his  wief  &  her 
sonne  Broun  should  occupy 

llrqurst      mabc      to  After  that  matter  determynid  upon  Ric.  Townesend  by 

biscb.uor  Ivitlrava  Ric  Brooks  movid  the  company  present  to  have  consideracion 
(ToLiinscnb  of  tin  0f  him  &  not  to  rest  upon  him  to  be  bailief  the  yere  to  come 
-'    llm  alleging  his  inhability  &  saing  that  there  were  secret  causes  w'h 

movid  him  so  as  in  no  wise  he  could  nor  wold  take  that  office  upon  him  at  the 
tyme  apointid  And  besought  the  resonable  consideracions  therof  wch  being  not 
grauntid  nor  utterly  denyed  It  was  requyred  of  M1"  John  Rigeley  whither  he 
would  take  the  office  upon  him  who  semyd  utterly  unwilling  therunto  affirming 
wthall  that  he  would  not  tak  an  other  mans  leaving  &  so  w*  much  a  doo  at  that 
tyme  the  matter  restid 

%  mctinq  for  tonfcmiuc  On  Wensday  the  xxvijth  of  October  M1'  Bailief  sent  to  the 

totocl^iitg  %  demon  principall  Burgesses  to  mete  at  the  church  that  day  at  Evening 
of  an  other  to  be  prayer  to  confer  of  such  causes  as  they  should  then  have  to  doo 
wheruppon  that  night  the  said  Bailief  &  all  the  principall 
Burgesses  (saving  Richerd  Roo  &  Symon  Yong)  mett  together  where  the  bailief 
showid  that  the  cause  of  their  assembly  was  to  desire  them  to  have  consideracion 
of  some  election  of  some  to  be  bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  bicause  Mr  Townesend 
who  was  electid  woold  in  no  wise  tak  the  office  uppon  him  But  wold  yeld  himself 
to  such  fyne  as  should  be  cessid  upon  him  wheruppon  It  was  demaunded  of  the 
said  Mr  Townesend  being  present  what  cause  movid  him  to  refuse  to  take  upon 
him  the  said  office  who  answerid  that  he  was  in  debt  or  so  otherwise  chargid 
that  he  was  not  hable  to  shewe  himself  therein  as  otherwise  he  woold  and 
therfore  (folio  96)  besought  the  said  bailief  &  company  to  spare  him  for  this  tyme 
i 
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yelding  himself  to  any  ffyne  they  should  or  wold  put  upon  him  ffov  he  was 
determyned  not  to  take  it  Wheruppon  after  long  entreaty  made  to  the  said  M1' 
Townesend  aswell  by  the  said  Mr  Bailief  as  all  the  other  prmcipall  burgesses 
present  \vl  many  promises  of  their  good  willes  &  helpes  to  him  the  said  Townesend 
bsolntc  ansberc  of  absolutely  answerid  That  he  wold  rather  leave  the  towue  &  goo 
be  y.tlicf  dwell  in  some  other  place  than  take  the  office  uppon  him  the 
yere  to  come  &  therfore  besought  them  of  sparing  &  to  apoint  some  other  for  he  in 
no  wise  wold  medle  wr  it  Than  earnest  request  was  made  to  John  Eigeley  being 
present  who  before  stood  in  election  wth  the  said  Eic.  Townesend  That  he  would 
prepare  himself  to  tak  the  office  uppon  him  at  Allholoday  next  who  answerid 
that  Mr  Townesend  had  bene  therunto  apointed  and  he  should  have  it  for  him 
fifor  he  wold  in  no  wise  medle  wf  it  &  said  that  he  thought  himself  not  well  delt 
w'  that  he  should  be  required  therunto  Wherupon  John  ffisher  seing  the  said 
Eigeley  so  earnest  said  that  in  his  opynyon  it  was  not  mete  he  should  be 
therunto  apointid  Inasmuch  as  the  said  Eigeley  had  utterid  c*'ten  woordes  very 
suspicious  and  as  the  said  ffisher  toke  them  very  Iniuryous  to  the  comon  weale 
of  this  borough  And  for  his  better  satisffieng  as  well  of  himself  as  other  desired 
the  meaning  of  the  said  Eigeley  to  be  signified  to  this  house  towelling  the  same 

...     s        s      •  ■     .     woords  wcU  were  thes  that  if  it  lay  in  the  cliche  meaning 
oi'lootos        Suspicions  J  ° 

spoken  out  of  tin  the  corporation  there  it  should  lye  for  hym  And  if  it 
were  in  the  diche  he  doubtid  not  but  he  woold  lyue  so 
(.•willy  that  he  should  be  as  fit  be  towchid  as  any  in  this  towne 
whatsoever  And  should  be  as  sone  herd  and  aswell  taken  &  acceptid 
with  the  best  and  wold  be  in  as  good  credit  &  adding  further  that  if  he 
were  bailief  he  wold  have  in  his  owne  keping  such  bookes  as  be 
hidden  from  them  wch  speches  had  before  passid  the  mouth  of  the  said 
2  ley  to  John  ffisher  &  Thomas  Powell  uppon  communycacions  &  earnest 
request  privately  made  by  them  to  the  said  Eigeley  to  tak  the  office 
upon  him    which    they    did    the    rather   bicause    there  should   be  no   stay    or 
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obstacle  at  the  ty me  of  open  meating  And  the  said  ffisher  desired  to  be  satisfied 
of  thes  meanings  &  what  opinion  the  said  Rigeley  had  in  good  or  evill  conceii  of 
the  conty nuance  of  the  charters  &  corpacions  Adding  that  he  thought  it.  bis  duety 
to  c'tify  the  house  therof  w'1  speaches  so  utterid  were  much  mislikid  and  il 
desired  by  the  whole  company  present  That  the  said  Uigeley  might  answer  the 

leirlni  nnsfoere  in  same  Who  present  said  I  inded  spak  half  a  wooi'd  to  Mr  ffisher 
K«w  And  he  makyth  the  whole  of  it  And  further  said  that  in  dedi 

thought  that  if  there  were  no  corpacion  he  should  live  as  well  as  he  doth  nowe 
Nevtheles  he  ment  nothyng  in  his  so  saing  nor  spak  so  much  as  was  reportid 
Wherupon  M1'  Powell  being  also  psent  affirmed  that  the  said  Rigeley  utterid 
those  woords  &  more  Than  said  the  said  Rigeley  yf  I  have  spoken  any  thing 
that  offendith  you  I  am  sorry  for  I  ment  no  harme  in  it  But  if  youe  put  me  to  he 
bailief  youe  doo  me  wrong  And  I  will  trye  my  freends  before  I  tak  it  uppon  me 
for  I  think  youe  doo  more  than  youe  may  doo  And  I  will  bring  it  in  question  So 

Question  of  pp.u'.itiiu  in  conclusion  he  semyd  very  unwilling  at  that  tyme  Wheruppon 
before  election  it  Was  thought  good  that  a  question  might  be    made  in    the 

house  (not  as  an  eleccion  bicause  it  was  thought  the  eleccion  could  not  proply 
bee  before  alholoday  when  Ric.  Townesend  either  should  take  the  office  &  be 
swoorne  or  refuse)  But  as  it  were  a  preparation  for  the  furtheraunce  of  thelleccion 
when  that  should  bee  And  therfore  it  was  demaundid  of  all  the  principall 
Burgesses  present  whom  they  thought  to  be  mete  to  be  in  election  And  so  John 
Diche  began  who  namid  Ric.  Brooks  &  John  Rigeley  than  M1'  Rigeley  namyd 
Richerd  ffisher  &  John  Dyche  then  Tho.  Jenks  namyd  Richerd  Roo  &  John 
Rigeley  So  the  choice  semyd  very  different  wch  being  pcevid  that  it  was  likely  to 
grow  to  some  long  spech  and  that  night  was  come  It  was  movid  &  thought  good 
that  on  Fryday  morning  after  there  should  be  a  newe  meting  against  wch  tyme 

%  tonfcwcncc  nstocll  of  warning  shouid  be  given  to  all  the  principall  burgesses  &  to  the 
tbc  bailief  unb  pun-  other  xij  assistants  to  be  togither  in  the  church  on  that  fryday 
ripall  burgesses  as  morning  by  seven  of  the  clock  for  further  advice  in  this  matter 
tbc  %u  assistants  which  warning  was  given  accordingly  And  (folio  97)  that  fryday 

morning  aswell  the  said  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  as  the  other  xij  assistants 
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earn  togither  into  their  house  where  it  was  openyd  unto  the  xij 

nits  That   whore  Richerd  Townesend   had  bene  on  Michihnas    day    last 

uainyd  by  them  to  be  bailief  For  the  yere  to  come  The  said  M1'  Townesend  had 
made  great  request  to  Mr  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  to  be  dischargid  of  that 
eleccion  and  that  it  might  pleas  them  to  consider  of  his  estate  present  woh  was 
not  such  as  men  belivid  and  that  therfore  it  might  please  them  togither  wth  the 
ssistants  to  spare  him  for  that  tyme  Showing  to  some  prvately  such  causes  as 
partly  pswadid  some  of  that  company  to  think  his  allegacions  to  be  true  and 
therfore  to  be  considerid  Nevtheles  bicause  the  said  Assistants  were  part  of  the 
bodye  &  had  voices  in  such  elections  It  was  thought  meet  by  the  said  Mr  bailief 
&  principall  burgesses  that  they  the  said  Assistants  should  be  callid  &  made 
pryvie  of  his  said  sute  before  any  resolution  or  aunswer  were  made  to  him  to 
theud  that  the  said  Assistants  hering  thallegacions  of  the  said  Townesend  might 
assist  &  advise  the  said  balief  &  principall  burgesses  their  good  advice  in  the  case 
&  what  they  thought  should  be  convenient  in  their  further  procedings  and  this 
was  thespeciall  cause  of  their  sending  for  wball  giving  them  tunderstand  that 
their  being  togither  that  day  onely  a  meane  to  be  quiet  on  Alholoday  when  might 
arise  some  trowble  padventure  towelling  thelleccion  if  Mv  Townesend  should 
then  refuse  to  be  ssvorne  &  none  other  in  the  meane  tyme  presentid  wch  thing  if 
shoulde  happen  the  whole  company  might  be  notid  very  necligent  by  the 
multytude  for  no  better  looking  to  a  matter  of  such  moment  for  avoiding 
whrof  they  are  now  callid  Heruppon  it  was  demaundid  of  the  said  Mr 
Townesend  whither  he  contynewid  in  that  mynde  of  refusall  who 
notwthstonding  earnest  request  made  unto  him  by  humfrey  crane  Bailief 
&  the  rest  of  the  principall  burgesses  &  assistants  to  take  the  office 
uppon  him  af'firmid  that  he  woold  in  no  wise  so  doo  for  divers  causes 
s  rcfus  Ul  knowen  to  some  of  that  company  wch  he  woold  be  lothe  to 
ubmission  to  the  shewe  openly  But  earnestly  besought  them  all  to  apoint  some 
c  before  tlr.issis-  other  for  this  yere  submitting  himself  to  the  order  of  the  house 
for  his  fyne  wherin  he  also  requested  them  so  favorably  to  use 
him  as  he  might  think  himself  beholden  to  them  And  so  thev  should  have  him 
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redy  to  doo  any  thing   that   lay    in   his   power  otherwise    he    must    be 
bo  get   some   other   habitacion    for   he    was   determynid  not,    fco  take    bhomce 
upon    him  Then    was    it    thought  good    bhat  the   Assistants   should    consider 
emongs    themselfs    woh   of    the    principal!     Burgesses    were    meet     bo     be     in 

election     (for     w'h     purpose     they     were     desired     to     goo     bogibher     &     to 
ctrcnnwtnncc    in    Uicti      eonion    of    that    matter    for    the    better    ayde  of  the   bailief    Si 
tfonferowe  principall  Burgesses  who  being  somewhat  divided  in  opinions 

referrid  their  willes  to  their  good  advices  Than  the  said  Assistants  desired  that 
inasmuch  as  this  case  is  rare  and  the  first  that  hath  happenyd  sins  their 
incorpating  &  spcally  stonding  upon  such  weight  as  wherby  tlie  comon  quiet 
may  he  disturbed  far  want  of  due  regards  That  it  woold  please  Mr  bailief  and  his 
company  to  signifye  their  opynyons  singularly  one  by  one  before  the  said 
Assistants  before  they  went  togither  to  thend  that  they  hearing  the  opynyons  of 
that  company  to  whom  the  matter  proply  aptenyd  might  the  rather  be  inducid 
to  doo  that  to  them  belongid  the  rather  bicause  that  choice  should  be  made  by 
the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  onely  To  that  it  was  aunswerid  That  albeit 
Mr  Bailief  &  his  company  had  callid  the  said  Assistants  for  their  better  ayde  in 
this  case  yet  the  meaning  is  not  That  any  absolute  election  should  be  presently 
made  ffor  that  may  not  be  untill  the  manifest  refusall  of  M1'  Townesend  to  take 
his  oth.on  Alhallonday  But  this  conferrens  was  onely  a  premeditacion  of  their 
affections  for  avoiding  of  inordynate  and  inconsiderate  actions  that  might 
otherwise  happen  the  said  Alhalonday  and  so  desirid  them  to  tak  it  Neuertheles 
forasmuch  as  they  had  desired  to  heare  their  dividid  opynyons  It  was  agreid  that 
the  principall  Burgesses  &  Mr  balf  should  &  woold  yeld  the  same  And  so  John 
Eigeley  began  &  namyd  Bic.  ffisher  &  John  ffisher  John  Dych  namycl  Bicherd 
ffisher  &  John  Bigeley  Thomas  Jenks  namyd  twoo  others  &  so  in  conclusion  all 
or  the  most  were  namyd  some  by  one  some  by  another  So  as  in  the  end  the  said 
Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  eftsones  referrid  the  censideracions  therof  to  the 
said  assistants  who  went  togither  into  the  Lady  chapell  and  there  conferrid  of 
that  busynes  wch  helde  them  so  long  as  they  spent  full  twoo  howres  before  their 
returne  Whan  it  was  lookid  for  that  they  woold  have  namyd  John  Bigeley  for  one 
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to  stand  in  election  But  what  cause  movid  them  to  the  contrary  this  writer  doth 
not  knowe  But  in  conclusion  uppon  their  retunie  they  agreid  &  said  that  in  their 
opynyons  (as  they  thought  euery  one  of  the  principall  burgesses  very  meat  & 
(Tlu  opnanous  of  the  woorthy  to  stand  in  election)  yet  for  some  causes  them  moving 
rij glssistaitfs sfctfoib  their  opynyons  were  that  it  was  convenient  that  Richerd  ffisher 
&  John  ffisher  should  be  (folio  98)  in  election  &  one  of  them  to  tak  upon  him  that 

office  for  the  yere  to  come  wcb  signified  &  some  pause  made  Jo. 
ffisher  said  ffor  my  part  I  am  greatly  to  thank  you  that  youe  have  so  good 
opynyon  of  me  as  to  think  me  worthy  to  be  put  in  trust  v\th  that  office  Neuertheles 
I  mervaile  not  a  litle  that  you  have  no  further  consideracion  than  to  name  me 
who  bothe  for  my  Inhability  almaner  of  wayes  &  for  my  other  suices  am  unfitt 
for  that  purpose  especially  knowing  that  being  Steward  of  the  borough  &  so  also 
serving  the  office  of  towne  clerk  or  Recorders  deputy  am  occupied  diversley  in 
thaffaires  of  this  borough  wcb  if  I  doo  some  other  must  besides  that  as  you  all 
know  I  have  bene  returned  &  contynew  yo1'  burges  for  the  pliament  woh  is  apointid 
to  begyn  agayn  in  March  next  so  as  that  wayes  also  I  am  to  serve  for  the  towne 
in  an  other  place  besides  that  I  have  to  doo  for  the  shire  diversly  all  wch  I  wold 
surely  have  remembrid  to  you  before  your  going  furth  if  I  had  any  thing  doubtid 
of  this  matter  as  in  dede  I  did  not  Assuring  you  that  I  doo  not  speak  this  in 
excuse  to  be  holden  from  the  said  office  of  Bailief  ffor  therin  or  in  any  thing  I  am 
hable  I  am  very  willing  to  serve  the  towne  to  thuttermost  of  my  powr  But 
considering  myne  Insufficiency  as  well  for  lack  of  health  as  for  that  I  can  not 
serve  many  places  at  ones  And  that  bothe  the  place  in  the  pliament  house  & 
office  of  Steward  &  Towneclerk  is  to  be  supplied  orells  some  perill  may  ensue  I 

trust  you  will  have  consideracion  in  your  further  election  Than 
said  R.  ffisher  And  I  had  thought  that  you  woold  have  thought  otherwise  of  me 
and  not  to  seek  to  charge  me  still  this  wayes  ffor  as  you  all  knowe  I  have  borne 
the  office  of  Bailief  twise  and  so  hath  no  man  ells  doone  And  for  those  twoo  tymes 
I  have  bene  at  some  charge  Besides  that  in  the  tymes  whan  I  was  Bailief  I  laid 
out  above  fforty  pounds  for  the  towne  wherof  the  towne  oweth  me  yet  almost 
Thirty  And  not  long  ago  I  laid  out  mony  about  the  Repayring  of  the  bridge  above 
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twenty  nobles  \\"'h  I  was  content  to  give  towards  the  reprng  of  the  Boothehall 
And  I  fcrustid  you  woold  have  had  some  consideracion  of  me  And  besides  this  is 
an  evill  president  that  M1'  Townesend  being  chosen  &  namyd  Bailief  should  thus 
give  it  over  And  they  are  not  bis  freends  that  doo  pswade  him  to  yt  But  it  is  no 
matter  Let  me  have  the  rest  of  my  monye  that  the  towne  owitli  me  besides  the 

fhc  moun  otoing  bn  the  xx  nobles  And  I  will  not  see  it  lye  in  the  dych  yf  it  cost  me  x" 
toiimc  to  \\\  ffislm-  wherupon  it  was  pmised  that  he  should  have  that  mony  assone 
pmistb  to  be  paib  ag  [t  comyfch  in  Aud  theruppon  yt  was  told  to  Mr  Townesend 

@ hr  fmu  agreib  uppon  openly  that  his  fyne  should  be  no  lesse  than  is  in  the  book  of 
to  be  paid  bn  i'uclnrb  orders  wcU  was  Ten  pounds  After  wch  doone  The  book  of  orders 
®fflmu{mi11  were   redd   before    the    bailief    &   principall   Burgesses    &    xij 

^liouion  of  one  Article  assistants  who  all  allowid  the  same  saving  that  in  one  Article 
in  the  booh  of  ovoevs  towelling  the  bailief  sending  for  one  to  sitt  wl  him  at  the  courtes 
That  one  was  emendid  by  consent  of  all  &  made  twoo  at  the  least  &c  wch  things 
so  doone  The  Assistants  desired  a  copy  of  their  orders  bicause  they  woold  kepe 
them  more  c'tenly  wch  was  pmised  And  therupon  deptid 

Che   refusal!   of    %Yi.  -^e  y^  remembrid  that  on  Alhallouday  the  first  day  of 

Coujiuscnb  to  be  November  1574  humfrey  crane  bailief  &  the  xij  principall 
bailief  on  gyijuloto-  Burgesses  &  xij  Assistants  of  this  borough  assemblid  themselfs 
bun  1574  jn  ^q  Shire  Hall  w^hn  the  same  borough  being  for  the  tyme 

their  hall  &  counsaill  house  Where  was  offred  to  Eichard  Townesend  the  book  to 
be  sworne  for  the  office  of  Bailiwik  for  the  yere  to  come  who  openly  before  them 
all  &  a  great  nomb1'  of  other  the  Inhabitants  &  other  Straungers  did  utterly  refuse 
to  tak  uppon  him  the  office  &  to  be  sworne  Wheruppon  it  was  told  him  by  John 
ffisher  that  if  he  wold  so  refuse  he  must  suffer  such  ponishm*  as  by  the  charter  & 
their  orders  were  to  be  laid  upon  him  woh  was  to  be  fynid  and  to  be  comyttid  to 
|U.  Cofoiuscnb  iielbitb  warde  To  wch  the  said  Townsend  said  he  wold  yeld  himself  to 
him  to  the  orbcrs  of  their  order  trusting  that  they  woold  use  him  so  as  they  might 
%  b°»Sf  have    him   a   neighbo1'   emongs    them    &   one    of    their    house 

Wherupon  it  was  askid  of  all  the  principall  burgesses  what  fyne  they  woold  lay 
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upon  the  said  R'.c.  Towuesend  for  his  such  refusall  And  it  was  agreid  by  them 

.       all  that  no  whit  of  that  was  agreid  upon  by  the  book  of  orders 
0  hr      tijnt       assrgsu)  °  l  j 

outnln  as  null  bn  the  ^l^otll*^  be  diminished  and  so  also  said  the  Bailief  wch  was 
(f  &  principal!  eftsones  by  the  said  John  ffisher  declarid  to  the  said  Eic. 
^rs  as  bn  the     Towuesend  and  that  he  must  not  think  any  uncurtesy  to  be 

sent  to  warde  till  such  tyme  as  he  had  paid  the  fyne  To  wch  the 
said  Kit-herd  Townsend  aunswerid  that  he  trustid  they  wold  not  use  him  so  for 
it  they  so  did  he  wold  refuse  their  company  &  come  no  more  in  the  house  And 
theruppon  said  I  trust  you  will  tak  my  bond  for  my  fyne  wch  I  trust  will  not  be 
3'ubcrb  gotonscnb  tf  so  mucn  Wherupon  Mr  Willm  hudson  offied  to  be  surety  for  the 
SlUlm  inibson  gibe  said  Ri.  Townsend  that  he  should  pay  his  fyne  at  crstmas  next 
their  tooros  tir.it  Si.  And  gave  his  woorde  before  the  whole  company  that  if  the  said 
shall  pan     Townesend  did  not  pay  the  said  x1'  for  his  fyne  at  cristmas  he 

the  said  Wm  hudson  wold  pay  yt  for  him  (folio  99)  WcU  promises 
of  the  said  Richerd  Townesend  &  Wm  hudson  the  bailief  &  principall  burgesses 
aceptid  as  a  good  assumption  for  x11  Therupon  it  was  agreid  that  a  new  election 
should  be  And  bicause  the  tyme  passid  and  the  preacher  tarryed  for  the  returne 
of  the  bailief  &  his  company  to  the  church  It  was  requyred  of  all  the  principall 
burgesses  that  they  woold  procede  to  their  election  wl  their  voices  as  spedely  & 
Election  of  Hiclmo  w*  as  ^ewe  woords  as  might  be  So  it  began  wtb  John  Rigeley  who 
ffisher  to  be  bailicff  namyd  Richerd  ffisher  &  John  ffisher  So  did  John  dyche  and  so 
n  place  of  iUclmo     from    one   to   another   thorough    the    whole  company  wch  the 

bailief  humfrey  crane  coniirmid  Wherupon  the  xij  Assistants 
being  a  litle  whdrawen  were  callid  before  the  Bailief  &  principall  burgesses  To 
whom  it  was  declarid  openly  That  where  before  that  tyme  on  Michilmas  day  an 
election  had  been  made  of  twoo  psones  to  stond  in  election  for  to  tak  upon  one 
of  them  the  office  of  bailief  this  day  acording  to  the  ch1'  and  that  they  the  said 
Assistants  had  namyd  &  chosen  one  of  them  namely  Richerd  Townesend  to  be 
bailief  for  the  yere  to  come  The  said  Richerd  Townesend  had  partly  shewid 
causes  but  determynately  had  refusid  to  take  upon  him  the  said  office  .&  to  be 
sworne  referring  himself  to  be  for  his  said  Refusall  orderid  as  to  the  said  bailief 
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&  principal!  burgesses  should  be  thought  mete  So  as  now  they  are  to  procede  to 
a  new  choice  Ami  them  M''  bailief  &  principal!  burgesses  had  considerid  of  twoo 
of  that  company  namely  Richerd  ffisher  &  John  fnsher  referring  the  narayng  of 
one  of  them  to  the  said  Assistants  to  take  Lin;  office  of  bailwick  upon  him  for  the 
yere  to  come  praing  them  therfore  to  goo  togither  &  to  make  their  choice  of 
one  of  those  twoo  &  to  present  his  name  w1  as  good  spede  as  may  be  Wheruppon 
the  said  assistants  wUldrew  themselfs  agayn  And  tarrieng  not  long  they  were 
agreid  And  returnid  to  the  said  bailief  &  principall  burgesses  before  whom  they 
ilithcvb  ffisher  the  third  nanryd  &  apointid  Eicherd  ffisher  to  he  bailief  for  the  yere  to 
tnme  stoornc  bsUIifi  come  wcb  Richerd  ffisher  being  required  to  seale  the  bonds 
aswell  for  redelury  of  Mr  Oken's  plate  (:l)  as  for  the  true  aunswering  of  his  Acompt 
so  did  And  was  theruppon  sworne  &,  placid  Bailief  wc"  office  he  protestid  he  did 
tak  uppon  him  wkh  no  desire  of  glory  or  any  such  like  cause  but  onely  to  shew 
his  good  will  to  the  towne  &  his  neighbols  whom  he  woold  not  suffer  to  p'ish  as 
long  as  his  poore  powr  might  stand  in  stede  And  so  deptid  to  the  church. 

Not  long  after  Thomas  ffisher  Bsquyre  (b)  brother  of  ths  said  Richerd  sent 
for  the  same  Richard  and  requyred  of  him  the  payment  of  c1'  due  by  the  said 
Richerd  to  him  upon  the  bgayn  of  the  leefield  wch  hundred  pound  the  said 
Richerd  paid  to  the  said  Thomas  at  wcl1  tyme  the  said  Richard  desired  John 
ffisher  their  brother  M1'  Crane  &  Phillipp  coo  to  goo  wfc  him  to  see  the  moiiy  paid 
and  the  writings  betwene  them  sealid  wch  was  done  acordingly  And  uppon  the 
payment  of  the  said  mony  the  said  Richerd  &  John  ffisher  put  their  other  brother 
Thomas  in  remembrance  of  his  promise  before  that  tyme  made  to  the  said  John 
ffisher  &  humfrey  crane  whiles  the  said  humfrey  crane  was  bailief  &  afterward  to 
the  said  Richerd  &  John  of  his  consent  &  contentacion  to  aunswer  the  mony  due 
by  the  said  Thomas  ffisher  to  the  towne  of  Warwik  wch  were  thes  somes  viz.  ffirst 
for  the  Rent  resuid  of  the  first  charter  at  vju  xiijs  iiijd  by  yere  by  the  said 
Thomas  Receiud  &  not  answerid  to  the  queues  maty  for  three  yeres  viz.  v*  vj  & 
vij°  of  her  maty  reigne  a  xx11  Then  for  vi  yeres  rent  of  combwell  at  vjs  viijd  by 

(a)  Oken's  plate  is  still  given  into  the  custody  of  ttie  Mayor. 

(b)  This  would  be  the  Thomas  Fisher  referred  to  in  note  a  on  p.  29, 
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\  .('  due  ;)t  michelmas  last  a  xls  Then  for  vj  yeres  rent  going  out  of  the  lands 
sometyme  math  fareclonghs  xiip  iiij''  by  ye  re  due  at  Michilmas last  iiij1'  So  in  all 
x\\j:  All  wcn  the  said  Thomas  had  yeldid  to  pay  uppon  conferrence  betwene  him 
the  said  Thomas  and  the  said  humfivy  crane  late  Bailief  &  the  said  Jo.  ffisher 
who  by  shewing  e'ten  bookes  dedes  &  writings  satisfied  the  said  Thomas  therin 
\-  iu  all  other  doubts  before  tyme  risen  &  in  questions  towelling  the  tuithes  of 
Lynnen  fi&elds  &c.  Uppon  wcb  mocyon  made  by  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher  bailief  & 
e-,         «-.,     ,,„,.        the  said  John  ffisher  The  said  Thomas  ffisher  was    contentid 

Cn onus  ttishrr  Q-squnc 

u:»i6c  vvnji'  iisfocllfor     And  did  pave  the  said  xxvj1'  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  Eicherd  to 

amragtof  Scnts  our     the  use  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  taking  for  the  said  paym* 

1,8  fov     an  acquitans  signed  wth  the  hands  of  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher 

John  ffisher  &  humfrey  crane  And  further  did  then  promise  that 
he  woold  apoint  his  rents  of  the  cambwell  &  mathew  ffarecloughes  land  should  be 
yerely  aunswerid  by  such  as  should  be  tennts  to  the  same  &  that  they  should  not 
eftsones  be  in  arrerages  w(U  mony  so  recevid  by  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher  was 
afterward  on  Sonday  the  vijth  of  Novembr  brought  into  the  church  where  in  the 
couusaill  house  before  all  or  the  most  part  of  the  principall  Burgesses  then 
present  The  said  Eicherd  ffisher  confessid  the  Eeceipt  thereof  And  putting  them 
ro  ffislnr  bis  qooo  ni  remembrance  of  their  promises  made  unto  him  towching  the 
toill     totoaros     the     satisfieng  of  himself  of  the  first  mony  should  come  to  his  hands 

Offrid  nevertheles  the  lenger  forbearing  of  his  owne  (folio  100) 
some  lenger  tyme  to  sett  the  towne  out  of  debt  towards  the  quenes  maty  And 
theruppon  deliverid  the  monye  before  them  all  to  John  ffisher  therwth  to  satisfye 
such  arrerages  as  the  towne  was  cast  into  the  said  rent  resruid  of  the  first  corpacion 
w'h  xxvj1'  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  then  recevid  of  the  said  Eicherd  ffisher  in  towardes 
these  causes  ffor  w'1'  all  the  whole  company  gave  the  said  Eicherd  great 
thanks  recomending  him  as  a  father  in  all  his  doings  towards  the  towne  Not  long 
after  the  said  Eic.  was  sruid  w1  a  subpena  to  aunswer  before  the  L 
ui  the  couusaill  in  the  starre  chambr  upon  a  bill  of  piury  preferrid  by  Tho. 
Staunton  the  yogr  So  as  he  was  forcid  to  go  to  london  &  tarried  there  contrary  to 
his    mynd    After    thai    it    was    remembrid    that  by    agrement    betwene    Eobert 
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Phillippes  &  Thomas  caw  Irey  executors  fco  Tlioina  Oken  &  tl ver seers  of  the 

ibc  atqnUnna  for  iiijwii  s;Ul'  (  ^en's  will  The  said  Executors  should  pay  to  the  hands  of 
gibcn  Li ii  ittaistti  the  balief  of  Warwik  for  the  tyme  being  iiijxxli  given  by  the  said 
©km  scalib  oken  to  the  uses  of  the  townes  of  Stretford  &  Banbury   It  was 

therfore  thought  goorl  that  an  acquitahs  should  be  made  redy  before  band  mi 
said  Executors  should  tender  the  said  monye  at  the  day  w1'  was  the  xxiiij"1  of 
decr  And  also  that  a  Ire  of  Attorney  should  also  be  made  redy  giveng  the  said 
bailif  auctority  to  demannd  &  receive  the  said  mony  w1'1'  both  were  made  &  agreid 
uppon  And  were  sealid  on  S!  Thomas  day  before  cristmas  And  at  that  tyme  also 
flu  booh  fat  mcictrs  was  sealid  an  other  book  of  articles  granted  before  that  tyme  & 
sw»K&  enlargid  in  some  cases  towelling  the  orders    emongs    mercers 

haberdashers  Grocers  and  fishmongers  The  tenors  of  wch  writings  followe 

t Lie    monn    gibcn     by  The  same  day  that  Richerd  ffisher  bailief  was  sruid  w* 

HV.iistn  ©km     the  suppena  aforesaid  being  the  xxtu  day  of  Novembr  he  caused 

Dcliumo  out  the  mony  given  by  Mr  Oken  to  this  towne  that  is  to  say  the 

hundred  pounds  remaining  in  humfrey  crane  late  bailief  s  hands  to  be  delivered 
out  in  lone  to  such  as  promised  &  took  uppon  them  therwth  to  sett  poore  people 
on  woork  acording  to  such  orders  and  devises  as  before  had  bene  devised  ffor  wch 
bondes  were  taken 


<TIk  book  of  orbtrs  for  A  declaracyon  of  the  constitucyons  Ordynaunces 

mercers  babm-  $.  c|ecrees  0f  the  misteryes  &  crafts  of  mercers  haburdasshers 

bassbers    (Sroccrs    it 


ffishmonqcn 


Grocers  &  {fishmongers  w^in  the  borough  of  warwik  and 
Suburbes  of  the  same  made  ordenyd  constitutid  &  agreid 
on  aswell  by  the  balief  &  principall  burgesses  of  the  same 
borough  as  by  all  the  mercers  haburdasshers  Grocers  & 
fishmongers  nowe  Inhabiting  there  from  henceforth  iustly 
&  truly  to  be  observid  fulfilled  &  kept  of  them  &  eury  of 
them  &  their  Successors  mercers  haburdasshers  Grocers  & 
fishmongers  as  herafter  lihisuith 
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ffirst  it  is  orderyd  agreid  &  constitutid  by  assent  &  consent  aforesaid  That 
all  Inhabitants  being  housholders  wmin  this  borough  &  suburbes  and  being 
alredy  of  the  same  misteryes  or  crafts  of  mercers  baburdashers  Grocers  &, 
{fishmongers  ffree  shall  yerely  uppon  saint  Johns  day  in  cristmas  assemble  them 
selfes  &  mete  togither  at  some  convenient  house  within  the  same  borough  which 
they  shall  call  the  mercers  halle  and  at  that  place  &  tyme  they  shall  yerely  elect 
choose  &  inxme  one  person  being  of  that  Artes  or  craftes  to  he  maister  of  those 
Artes  &  craftes  for  one  whole  yere  then  next  to  come  And  in  like  sorte  shall  elect 
choose  &  name  twoo  other  persons  of  the  said  crafts  to  be  wardens  of  the  same 
Artes  or  craftes  for  the  same  yere  to  come  by  which  eleccyon  &  nomynacion  the 
said  maister  X:  wardens  shalbe  auctorized  by  this  booke  for  the  tyme  of  their 
offices  to  warne  call  &  comande  all  others  &  residue  of  the  same  craftes  being 
housholders  of  the  same  borough  to  mete  at  the  same  halle  there  &  then  quietly 
&  orderly  &  peaceably  to  devise  &  make  good  orders  for  the  true  dealing  in  the 
said  craftes  &  misteryes  to  the  benefiting  of  them  selfes  &  the  comon  weale  of 
this  borough  &  countrey  adiacent 

Item  it  is  orderyd  established  &  consentid  unto  That  evry  housholder  of 
the  said  misteries  or  crafts  of  mercers  baburdashers  Grocers  &  ffishmongers  shall 
uppon  sufficient  warning  to  him  or  them  first  given  by  the  said  maister  &  wardens 
or  their  knowne  officer  come  to  the  same  halle  &  there  attend  to  thintents 
aforesaid  And  if  any  of  them  uppon  such  warning  given  refuse  to  come  having 
no  reasonable  lett  to  excuse  him  or  them  for  his  or  their  absence  Or  being  there 
present  doo  obstinately  refuse  to  agree  to  such  good  &  wholesome  orders  as  shalbe 
ordenyd  made  &  consentid  unto  by  the  maister  wardens  &  more  parte  of  the 
company  &  ffelowshipps  of  the  said  Artes  craftes  or  misteryes  shall  forfeit  &  pay 
for  eury  tyme  so  offending  Three  shillings  &  foure  pence 

(folio  101;  Item  is  ordenyd  establishid  &  consentid  unto  That  none  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  being  of  the  said  craftes  of  mercers 
haburdashers  Grocers  &  ffishmongers  shall  in  any  wise  hire  receve  or  take  into 
his  service  any  man  or  chield  to  dwell  wth  him  to  thintent  to  learne  or  teache 
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him  any  of  the  said  misteryes  Artes  or  craftes  Except  lie  bake  liim  to  be  his 
Apprentice  for  the  terme  of  seven  yeres  at  the  least  and  that  be  shall  take  bim 
by  Indenture  Ami  shall  cause  the  same  Apprentice  to  he  brought  with  his 
[ndenture  before  the  balief  &  Recorder  or  Stuard  or  Towneclerk  of  the  said 
borough  for  the  fcyme  being  within  one  moneth  next  after  lie  hatbe  so  taken  him 
by  Indenture  And  then  &  there  the  same  Apprentice  shall  kuoleige  himself  to  be 
bounde  by  that  Indenture  to  his  said  maister  for  the  terme  comprised  in  the 
same  which  said  Indenture  shalbe  enrollid  togither  with  the  said  recognicion  by 
the  Towneclerk  there  who  shall  haue  for  evry  such  Inrolment  xij'1  And  if  any 
person  of  the  said  misteryes  Artes  or  craftes  doo  contrary  to  this  ordynance  he 
shall  forfeit  &  paye  for  eury  tyme  so  doing  ffourty  shillings 

Item  it  ordenyd  establishid  &  consentid  unto  that  no  man  of  the  said 
Artes  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  &  fishmongers  shalbe  admittyd  by  the 
same  maister  &  wardens  to  sett  upp  or  occupye  in  any  the  said  misteryes  or 
crafts  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  Except  he  haue  bene  Aprentice  or 
covenante  servaunte  to  all  or  one  of  the  same  craftes  by  the  space  of  seven  yeres 
at  the  least  which  shalbe  provid  before  the  maister  &  wardens  and  the  balief  & 
Steward  of  the  same  borough  for  the  tyme  being  by  sufficient  testimony  of  honest 
persons  before  his  admission  to  sett  upp  as  aforesaid  And  that  doone  that  he 
shall  first  compound  &  agree  &  pay  or  be  bounde  to  pay  wmin  sixe  moneths  after 
his  said  admission  to  the  maister  &  wardens  for  his  admission  &  setting  upp  Ten 
pounds 

Provided  always  and  it  is  fully  agreid  that  it  may  &  shalbe  lawfull  for 
evry  man  that  hath  bene  Aprentice  or  covenaunt  sruant  w'hin  the  said  borough 
or  suburbes  and  sruid  in  the  said  misteryes  or  craftes  seven  yeres  as  aforesaid 
making  suite  &  request  to  the  said  maister  &  wardens  &  ffelowshipp  for  the  tyme 
being  to  be  good  unto  him  to  sett  upp  &  occupye  in  of  the  said  Artes  or  craftes 
wlhiu  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  payng  unto  the  said  master  &  wardens  before 
his  setting  upp  iijs  iiij(1 
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Item  it  is  eondiscendid  concludid  &  agreid  that  if  any  man  being  of  the 
same  Artes  or  eraftes  or  any  of  them  dwelling  w'hin  the  said  borough  or  suburbes 
fortune  at  any  tyme  to  descede  or  depart  to  dwell  out  of  the  same  borough  & 
suburbes  and  doo  discoutinewe  his  oceupyeng  in  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  & 
doo  dwell  in  other  place  or  places  by  the  space  of  seven  yeres  being  not  in  the 
sruice  of  his  prince  or  countrev  nor  being  not  in  prisyn  or  beyond  the  Seas  but 
in  health  &  at  libertye  And  after  would  come  again  &  dwell  &  exercise  the  said 
Artes  or  eraftes  or  any  of  them  within  the  said  borough  &  suburbes  That  then  he 
shall  first  compound  &  agree  wtb  the  said  maister  &  wardens  for  his  readmission 
Orells  he  shall  forfeyt  &  pave  unto  them  for  evry  weeke  that  he  occupieth  any 
of  the  said  Artes  or  eraftes  before  he  haue  compoundid  Thretten  shillings  &  foure 
pence 

Item  it  is  agreid  consentid  &  orderid  That  if  it  happen  any  man  being  of 
the  said  Artes  or  eraftes  dwelling  within  the  said  borough  or  suburbes  to  dye 
having  Apprentice  by  Indenture  before  thexpiracion  of  the  terme  &  yeres  of  such 
Apprentice  That  then  the  said  Apprentice  or  covennt  sruaute  serving  out  the  rest 
of  the  yeres  not  detmynid  with  the  widowe  of  his  late  master  if  she  kepe  her  self 
widowe  or  wth  any  housholder  of  the  same  Artes  or  eraftes  by  his  master  or 
mistres  apointment  during  the  rest  of  the  yeres  comprised  in  the  Indentures 
shall  &  may  after  thexpiracion  of  his  yeres  at  his  libtye  making  request  &  payng 
Three  shillings  &  foure  pence  as  aforesaid  sett  upp  &  use  the  said  artes  or  eraftes 
or  any  of  them  aswell  &  in  like  maner  as  if  his  maister  had  lived  out  the  terme 
of  yeres  comprised  in  the  said  Indentures 

Item  it  is  agreid  consentid  &  orderid  That  if  any  woman  wmin  the  said 
borough  or  suburbes  happen  to  bury  her  husbond  which  at  the  tyme  of  his  deathe 
was  one  of  the  company  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  &  [fishmongers  Such 
woman  during  her  widowhed  shall  &  maye  use  &  exercise  the  Arte  which  her 
late  husbond  at  the  tyme  of  his  death  did  use  But  if  it  happen  any  such  woman 
afterward  to  marry  an  other  man  being  not  of  the  same  company  of  mercers 
haburdashers  Grocers  &  ffishmongers  although  he  be  dwelling  wmin  the  said 
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borough  &  suburbes  And  after  such  raariage  would  use  bhe  said  arte  or  craft  It  is 
consentid  &  agreid  that  neither  such  man  uor  woman  shall  setl  upp  exercise  or 
occupye  the  said  Arte  or  crafte  Except  he  or  she  have  first  compounded  in  matter 
&  forme  abovesaid  w"1  the  said  maister  &  wardens  of  the  said  company  of  mercers 
haburdashers  Grocers  &  {fishmongers  uppon  payne  that  who  so  doth  contrary  to 
this  ordynaunce  shall  forfeit  &  paye  for  eury  weeke  so  dooing  Twenty  Shillings. 

Item  it  is  further  concludid  &  agreid  that  )io  fforrener  of  the  said  Artes  or 
craftes  or  any  of  them  shall  in  any  wise  uppon  the  market  dayes  holden  in  the 
said  borough  tyll  over  his  or  their  heades  or  make  any  back  shewe  in  any  parte 
of  the  market t  place  (Except  it  be  in  the  boothe  halle)  And  if  they  or  any  of 
them  doo  contrary  to  this  ordynnce  to  forfeyt  for  evry  tyme  to  the  master  & 
wardens  the  some  Ten  Shillings 

Item  it  is  further  agreid  consentid  &  ordenyd  That  if  any  persons  or 
persones  w%in  the  same  borough  or  suburbes  shall  in  any  wise  offend  in  any  of 
thies  ordynnces  or  any  other  good  orders  that  shalbe  made  emongs  the  said 
master  wardens  &  companyes  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  &  fishmongers 
and  will  not  uppon  demaunde  by  the  maister  &  wardens  pay  such  somes  of  money 
as  by  him  or  them  is  bathe  bene  or  shalbe  lost  or  forfeytid  for  not  observing  the 
said  ordynaunces  &  orders  That  then  it  shalbe  laufull  for  the  said  maister  & 
wardens  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  &  fishmongers  to  enter  the  houses 
shoppes  closes  or  melds  wlhin  this  borough  or  libties  of  any  such  offender  or 
offenders  and  there  to  take  some  parte  of  his  goods  &  catalles  in  the  name  of  a 
distres  And  the  same  to  deteyne  untill  such  tyme  as  he  or  they  haue  paid  the  money 
or  somes  so  forfeytid  or  lost  by  breaking  any  the  said  orders  or  agreaments  And 
if  the  offender  or  offenders  in  them  or  any  of  them  will  not  paye  the  money  so 
lost  or  (folio  102)  forfeytid  as  before  is  said  with  in  one  moneth  next  after  such 
distres  taken  That  then  at  the  next  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  said  borough  after 
the  moneth  The  same  distres  shalbe  brought  by  the  said  maister  &  wardens  into 
the  court  before  the  balief  Eecorder  or  Steward  or  Towneclerk  or  any  of  them 
there  present  And  the  same  distres  shalbe  presid  by  ffoure  indifferent  men  After 
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which  thing  so  done  it  shalbe  lawfull  to  the  said  maister  &  wardens  to  sell  the 
same  distres  and  of  the  money  therof  rising  to  satisfye  themselfes  deteyning  so 
much  money  as  hath  bene  forfeited  &  lost  And  the  overplus  if  any  be  they  shall 
delyver  bo  the  late  owner  or  owners  of  such  distres 

[tem  it  is  also  agreid  eonsentid  &  orderid  That  the  one  half  of  the  money 
rising  happening  or  growing  of  for  or  by  reason  of  any  composicyon  agreament 
ffyne  forfeiture  payne  or  penaltye  \\'h  shall  or  should  come  to  the  handes  of  the 
master  &  wardens  of  the  said  company  by  reason  of  the  master  &  wardens  of  the 
said  company  by  reason  of  the  orders  abovesaid  shall  goo  &  be  to  the  balief  & 
principall  burgesses  of  this  borough  to  the  use  of  the  same  borough  And  the  other 
halfe  or  moytye  to  the  use  of  the  company  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  & 
llishmongers  of  the  said  borough 

And  it  is  also  eonsentid  agreid  &  orderid  That  uppon  the  said  feast  of 
saint  John  the  Evangelist  evry  yere  after  the  eleccion  &  naming  of  a  newe 
maister  &  wardens  in  mauer  &  forme  above  declaryd  made  The  olde  master  & 
wardens  shall  make  &  declare  before  the  newe  maister  <fe  wardens  &  the  company 
then  present  a  full  perfytt  &  iust  Accompt  of  &  for  all  such  somes  of  money  & 
other  thinges  as  they  haue  or  ought  to  haue  recevid  for  any  default  forfeyture 
composicion  agreament  or  otherwise  And  after  their  said  accompt  so  fully  plainly 
&  clearely  made  The  said  late  maister  &  wardens  shall  ymediately  deliver  the 
moytye  &  one  half  of  all  such  money  as  hath  or  should  haue  come  to  their 
handes  by  reason  of  such  defaltes  forfeytures  or  agreaments  or  otherwise  to  the 
balief  of  the  said  borough  for  the  tyme  being  to  the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the 
same  borough  And  the  other  half  or  moyty  togither  with  the  rest  &  remayne  of 
the  precedent  Accompt  They  shall  deliver  to  the  newe  maister  &  wardens  so  by 
them  electid  &  namyd  putting  in  sufficient  bonde  for  the  redelyvery  &  true 
aunswering  therof  at  the  ende  of  the  said  yere 

And  for  the  more  pfytb  aunswering  of  such  somes  of  money  as  shalbe  due 
to  the  chamber  of  this  borough  It  is  also  agreid  cousentid  &  orderyd  That  the 
Audyto1  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  shall  &  may  once  in  the  yere  at  the 
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leasl  call  to  Accompl  the  Baid  maister  &  wardens  of  mercers  haburdashers 
Grocers  &  ffishmongers  which  said  maister  &  wardens  uppon  reasonable  warning 
to  them  giveu  by  the  said  A.udytor  shall  bring  before  the  said  Audytor  all  their 
bookes  of  orders  Accompts  it  reconyngs  and  shall  accompte  before  him  for  the 

money  due  to  the  said  chamber  uppon  payne  of  forfeiture  of  this  booke  &  graunt 
to  be  seasid  at  the  will  &  pleasure  of  the  balief  &  principall  burgesses  for  the 
tyme  being 

ifinally  it  is  concludid  consentid  &  agreid  that  incase  any  thing  be  done  by 
the  said  maister  wardens  &  company  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  & 
flishmongers  contrary  to  the  good  orders  customes  &  lawes  of  the  lande  or  the 
quiet  governement  of  the  comon  weale  of  this  borough  or  that  the  maister  & 
wardens  of  the  said  Artes  of  mercers  haburdashers  Grocers  &  fishmongers  doo 
not  yerely  pay  to  the  handes  of  the  balief  of  this  borough  for  the  tyme  being  all 
such  money  as  should  yerely  come  to  the  use  of  the  chamber  of  the  said  borough 
as  aforesaid  That  then  this  booke  &  all  the  articles  herein  conteynid  shalbe  voyd 
Or  incase  the  balief  &  principall  burgesses  shall  see  cause  to  redresse  or  reforme 
any  thing  or  article  abovewriten  or  to  adde  or  encrease  other  orders  to  thies 
abovewriten  It  is  also  agreid  consentid  &  orderyd  that  the  balief  of  this  borough 
&  princypall  burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  may  determyne  make  void  &  frustrate 
all  or  any  the  articles  abovewriten  And  in  their  places  to  make  newe  or  to  the 
same  to  adde  others  as  occasion  &  tyme  shall  requyre  by  their  discrecyons  which 
being  devised  &  agreid  uppon  by  the  balief  &  principall  burgesses  or  the  greater 
nomber  of  them  &  knowleige  therof  given  in  writing  to  the  maister  &  wardens 
abovesaid  or  to  one  of  them  shall  from  thensfurth  be  taken  &  reputyd  and  shalbe 
in  deede  ordynaunces  &  order  to  bynde  the  said  company  of  mercers  haburdashers 
Grocers  &  fishmongers  &  evry  of  them  This  booke  or  anything  therin  conteynyd 
to  the  contrary  notwithstonding  In  witnes  of  all  which  articles  orders 
constitucyons  agreaments  &  consents  The  said  balief  &  principall  burgesses  haue 
to  thies  presents  putt  their  comon  seale  the  xxjst  daye  of  December  in  the 
seventene  yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  souereigne  Lady  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of 
god  of  Englond  ffraunce  &  Irelond  Quene  defender  of  the  faithe  &c 

K 
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(folio  103)  (On  folio  103  there  is  an  account  of  a  meeting  between  the  bailiffs  of 
Warwick  and  Stratford-on-Avon,  to  confer  respecting  the  legacy  of  £40  left  by 
Thomas  Oken  of  Warwick  to  Stratford.  These  matters  are  not  entered  in  the 
Black  Book  in  chronological  order  relating  as  they  do  to  the  carrying  out  of 
certain  directions  contained  in  the  Will  of  Thomas  Oken,  an  account  of  whose 
death,  and  a  copy  of  wdiose  deed  of  feoffment  and  will  are  given  on  subsequent 
folios.  On  the  23rd  of  December,  1574,  as  before  related  in  folio  100,  the 
Executors  of  Oken  paid  the  two  sums  of  £40  over  to  the  Bailiff  of  Warwick.) 

Wheruppon  on  the  morrow  after  the  said  Bicherd  ffisher  then  bailief  did 

write  his  Ires  sevrally  to  the  bailiefs  &  officers  of  the  said  townes  of  Stretford  & 

Banbury  signifieng  that  the  monye  bequethed  to  their  townes  by  Thomas  Oken 

was  in  his  hands  redy  to  be  delivered  to  them  acording  to  the  will  of  the  giver 

uppon  such  bands  &  condiciotis  as  the  said  giver  apointid  And  therfore  earnestly 

desired  them  to  come  or  send  such  of  their  company  as  they  could  trust  &  thought 

mete  to  conferr  wth  the  said  bailief  of  Warwik  &  his  bretherne  towching  the  said 

condicions  &  bonds  Wheruppon  wmin  twoo  or  three  dayes  after  the  bailief  of 

Stretford  namyd  (a  blank)  Plymley  Adryan  Quynye  of  the  same  towne  &  Henry 

Byers  of  Sherborne  their  understeward  or  towneclerk  came  to  Warwik  where 

conferring  wth  Bichard  ffisher  bailief  &  John  ffisher  Steward  of  Warwik  certen 

-*  ,■  i     s  ... ■    s  .    t,       articles  were  bv  the  said  John  ffisher  drawen  in  maner  of  an 
articles  ucuuvco  to  tin  J 

baliff    of    $trctfor&     Indenture    &   showid   to    the    said   Bailief    &  other  officers  of 

totocbhtg    the     gin-     Stretford  Who  desiring  to  ympart  the  same  to  the  rest  of  their 

ploimq  of  the  monu     bretherne  desired  to  have    a    copye    therof   wch  was   grauntid 

stcr  oluu     acordingly  and  was  deliverid  to  the  said  Bailief  &  others  who 

shortly  after  conferring  togither  aceptid  the  condicions  And  were  content  to  be 

Scccpt-.uuc      of      tin     bound  for  the  pformance  therof  under  their  comon  seale  and 

agreid  to  send  or  fetch  the  monye  on  tuesday  the  fourth   of 

January  And  then  to  bring  wth  them  their  seale  to  confirm  &  seale  aswell  their 

part  of  the  Indenture  of  covennts  as  also  an  obligacion  for  pformance  of  the 

same  At  wch  day  cam   from  Stretford  the  said    (  )    Plymley   then    bailief. 
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Aiidryaii  Quyny  than  Alderma n  Lewes  ap  Williams  (  )  hille  &  I  )  Tyler 

nrrnmstnnre     in     the     a^  °f  the  company  of  bailiefe  &  w"'  fchem  cam   Barbor  of  the 

t'richinci  of  ihf  monn     bearo  &  Nicolas  Banister  of    the  second  company  and  henry 
for  <?trciforb  Sogers  their  tounclerk  &  the  S'jaunt  who  all  were  well  recevid 

by  the  bailief  of  warwik  &  feastid  &  had  to  beare  them  company  the  most  part  of 
the  principall  burgesses  &  some  other  of  their  assistants  of  warwik  And  after 
dynner  the  books  being  lookid  uppon  &  examyned  Adryan  Quynye  semid  some- 
what in  the  name  of  the  rest  of  his  company  to  stick  at  the  sealing  of  the  bond 
thinking  it  hard  that  they  should  bothe  be  bound  to  such  condicions  &  also  a 
bond  wlhout  wch  they  ment  as  be  said  to  pforme  as  much  as  in  them  lay  to  doo 
for  the  pformance  of  all  things  To  wcb  it  was  aunswerid  That  if  they  mislikid 
any  thing  nowe  it  was  very  late  having  before  that  tyme  had  the  mynit  in  their 
hands  &  consideracion  three  or  foure  dayes  &  returnid  the  same  wth  desire  to 
have  it  writen  upp  wch  now  being  so  don  can  not  be  alterid  And  more  it  was  told 
them  playnly  that  utiles  they  did  yeld  both  to  the  covennts  &  bond  they  should 
receve  no  mony  ffor  so  was  the  will  of  the  giver  who  putting  his  trust  in  his 
neighbours  desirid  to  pforme  the  trust  as  nere  as  they  might  &  yet  w1  as  great 
favor  showid  to  them  of  Stretford  as  might  be  ffor  though  it  be  true  that  they  be 
men  knowen  of  good  credit  honest  behavio1"  upright  dealing  &  such  as  upon  their 
credits  might  be  trustid  in  as  great  a  matter  as  this  yet  forasmuch  as  they  be  but 
men  &  therfore  varyable  &  mortall  &  therfore  must  dye  And  the  thing  yet 
contynnueng  It  is  not  to  be  taken  amisse  that  some  matter  be  devised  in  writing 
to  tye  their  posterytie  &  successors  for  the  pformance  of  the  covennts  being 
bothe  resonable  &  easy  to  be  pformid  by  carefull  &  good  men  whose 
uTbc  book  Inttocne  travailes  in  that  case  being  also  but  easy  shall  greatly  benefyt 
whuujih  &  s»trrtforb     their  poore  neighbo1'8  wherunto  we  are  all  bound  So  in  thend 

9  "     thev  agreid  and  the  books  were  sealid  &  deliverid  and  the  mony 

ggaisfer  @k*u  sealib  .  , 

r,     ,u    ...  paid  And  they  of  Stretford  sent  mery  homewards. 
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(folio  104)  Copy  of  the  Indenture  of  Covenant 

To  my  loving  frendes  Mr  Bailief  &  his  brethern 
Burgesses  &  cobretherne  of  the  borough  or  towne  of 
Banburye 

mot  of  the  first  After    my    harfcie    comendacions    Thes   are    to    let    you 

understand  that  the  monye  given  by  o1'  sometyme  good 
neighbo1'  Thomas  Oken  decessid  for  the  reliving  of  yor  towne  of 
Banbury  is  nowe  redy  &  in  my  hands  to  be  deliverid  acording 
to  his  will  wherof  I  wold  be  glad  to  be  dispatchid  acordingly 
And  therfore  thes  are  to  to  desire  youe  to  send  over  such  one  of 
yo1"  company  as  you  think  meet  to  conferre  wtb  me  &  my 
bretherne  about  the  condicions  &  covents  to  be  agreid  on  for 
the  same  And  so  I  bid  you  hartely  farewell  ffrom  Warwik  the 
xxiiijth  day  of  Decebr  1574 

Yo1'  loving  freend 

Bic  ffisher  balief 

Thes  Ires  deliverid  to  the  caryer  that  went  to  Ion  don  thorough  Banbury 
to  be  delivred  to  the  bailief  of  banbury  were  not  deliverid  but  brought  again 
"Wheruppon  the  said  bailief  of  Warwik  wrote  ymediately  upon  the  returne  of  the 
carryer  an  other  Ire  of  like  effect  &  somewhat  more  The  teno1'  of  wcU  ensueth 

To  my  loving  freends  the  bailief  &  Bulers  of  the 
borowe  of  banburye 

abt  tenor  of  tbc  sccono  After    my    harty    comendacions    Thes    are    to   let    you 

'»r»  understand  that  the  monye  given  by  or  sometyme  good  neighbor 

Thomas  Oken  decessid  for  the  reliving  of  yor  towne  of  Banbury  is  nowe  redye 

and  in  my  hands  to  be  delivred  acording  to  his  wille  wherof  I  wolde  be  glad  to  be 

dischargid  acordingly  And  for  that  purpose  did  write  my  Ires  desiring  some  of  you 
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to  conic  hither  to  conferre  \\"'  me  &  my  bretherne  about  the  condicions  >v  bondes 
for  the  Bame  w'h  Ires  be  not  come  to  yor  handes  (as  I  understand)  but  returnid  to 

me  So  as  I  take  that  to  be  the  cause  that  I  have  not  heard  from  you  towching 
that  matter  albeit  I  have  heard  saye  some  of  yor  company  had  woord  by  mouthe 
to  be  here  about  those  matters  in  the  begynnyng  of  the  last  weeke  Nevertheles 
having  a  care  to  be  dischargid  of  the  trust  reposid  in  me  &  the  rest  of  my  brethern 
And  being  desirous  that  the  good  wille  of  the  giver  might  take  effect  wth  spede  I 
nowe  send  you  a  mynute  or  draught  in  paper  of  such  condicions  as  by  the  will  of 
the  said  Oken  youe  are  to  be  bound  unto  which  it  may  please  you  to  consider  of 
&  accepting  therof  &  ratifieng  the  same  by  yo1'  comon  seale  &  bringing  the  same 
hither  wtu  you  youe  shall  receve  the  monye  ymediately  Otherwise  if  you  make 
any  sticking  at  any  part  or  matter  conteynyd  in  the  said  mynute  Youe  shall  doo 
very  well  to  send  such  one  or  twoo  of  yor  companye  as  you  shall  think  mete  to 
conferre  wth  me  &  my  bretherne  of  doubtfull  poyntes  (if  auy  be)  wherin  we  will 
resolve  you  the  best  we  can  And  so  bid  you  farewell  this  last  of  Decembr  1574 

Yo1'  loving  freend 
K.  ff 

Wth  this  Ire  was  a  messinger  promptly  sent  to  whom  was  delivred  the 
mynute  of  the  covenants  &  bonds  agreing  verbatim  wUl  (folio  106)  that  aforewriten 
agreid  uppon  betwene  Warwik  &  Stretford  (Saving  in  the  title  of  the  corpacion) 
and  the  some  wherin  they  should  be  bound  should  be  an  hundreth  marks  &  one 
article  or  clause  wherin  the  bailief  &  his  company  of  banburye  should  at  evry 
foure  yeres  end  bring  &  tender  the  said  xl11  before  the  bailief  &  principal  1  burgesses 
of  Warr.  and  putting  in  suretyes  have  the  same  xl1'  back  agayn  All  wuU  points 
were  thought  to  be  very  requisite  at  the  least  to  be  offrid  unto  them  all  though 
if  any  reason  had  bene  shewid  to  the  contrarye  by  them  of  banbury  The  books 
should  have  bene  reformed  as  were  they  of  Stretford. 

This  Ire  &  mynute  being  so  delivered  to  the  bailief  of  banbury  they 
returnid  the  messinger  wl  answer  by  woord  of  mouth  that  shortly  the  bailief  of 
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\\  arwik  should  here  from  them  Wlieruppon  about  a  sevenight  after  the  balief  of 
banbury  wrote  a  Ire  to  the  bailief  &  his  bretherne  of  W arwik  the  tenor  whrof 
eusuith 

To  my  very  freend  Mr  ffisher  bailief  of  the  borough 
of  Warr  and  to  his  bretherne  hedde  burgesses  of  the  same 
borough  geven  spede  from  banbery 

tbt  tmor  of  thr  first  he  After  my  most  hartie  comendacions  &  having  recevid  yo1' 

>  from  tl.mbuvi)  ires  tV  perusid  the  contents  therof  I  vvth  the  rest  of  my  brethern 
have  considered  therof  and  of  the  drawfts  of  assuraunce  in  paper  which  ye  will 
to  be  executid  to  yor  use  acording  to  the  deades  will  In  woh  draught  forasmuch 
as  there  are  many  streight  clauses  tending  to  ympossibilities  &  Inconveniencs  (as 
wee  suppose)  our  desire  is  therfore  to  see  the  last  will  of  Thomas  Oken  (wcU  ye 
save  is  in  effecte  &  meaning  acording  to  yor  said  draught  to  thentent  conferring 
the  said  draught  &  last  wille  togither  wee  may  use  thadvise  of  or  learned 
counsaill  therin  and  theruppon  I  wth  some  of  my  brethern  meane  wth  speede  to 
repaire  to  youe  &  eyther  fulfill  the  effect  of  yo1'  said  Ire  &  draught  orells  ympart 
unto  you  &  yor  said  bretherne  our  myndes  &  meanings  in  the  same  and  of  the 
causes  (if  any  be)  of  misliking  veryly  trusting  wee  shall  finde  ye  reaclye  & 
willing  acording  to  yo1'  Ire  to  reform  all  Inconveniencs  extremyties  & 
Impossibilities  and  content  yourselves  wth  such  reasonable  assurance  as  may 
be  for  yor  discharge  &  the  laufull  execucion  &  fulfilling  of  the  reasonable 
meaning  of  the  last  will  of  the  said  Testato1'  wherin  ye  shall  give  me  &  my 
bretherne  (who  are  chargeable  &  must  stand  chargid  wtu  the  mony  occasion 
to  think  well  of  yo1'  indifferencye  towards  us  and  also  o1'  poore  neigbbors  to  whose 
use  the  same  shalbe  to  be  much  beholding  to  youe  wherfore  for  that  o1'  meaning 
is  speedily  to  deliver  you  of  the  said  legacyes  acording  to  o1'  expectacion  y1  may 
please  you  to  be  a  meane  wee  may  have  a  true  copie  of  the  deades  will  made 
dye  and  we  will  send  for  the  same  and  paye  for  the  charges  of  writing  Trusting 
ye  will  take  thes  Ires  acording  to  o1' meaning  to  be  no  delay  but  onely  a  necessary 
r  quest  for  our  safety  in  o1'  dealings  uppon  whom  the  burthen  is  like  to  lye  So  for 
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this  byme  wee  leave  to  browble  you  comybfcing  you  all  to  the  merciful]  governaunce 
of  i  In'  almighty  who  graunt  us  nil  his  grace  ffrom  banbur)  the  vjlh  of  January  1574 

Y<  >v  loving  fi  rend  Thomas  Dyxe 
balief  of  banbury 


Thes  Ires  thus  sent  to  the  bailief  of  Warwik  from  the  bailief  of  Banbury 
wtu  excuse  of  that  they  had  no  soner  aunswerid  our  former  Ires  to  them  bicause 
(Konferrenu         nppon     that  the  same  (as  they  said)   were  delivered  to  the  bailief  of 
vrcript  of  thrives  from     banbury  at  such  tyme  as  the  greater  nombr  of  his  cobretherne 
Svntburjj  were  from  home  namely  at  Oxford  at  the  quarter  sessions  The 

■  bailief  of  Warwik  calling  togifcber  all  his  bretbern  the  principall  Burgesses  (emongs 
whom  was  Eobart  Phillippes  one  of  thexecutors  of  Tho.  Oken)  and  making  them 
all  privye  to  the  Ires  that  had  passid  on  both  sides  desiring  their  opynions  & 
advises  what  further  to  doo  in  this  case  It  was  thought  meete  and  was  agreid 
ivppon  by  all  as  well  the  bailief  as  all  the  principall  burgesses  present  namely  by 
Eicherd  ffisher  bailief  Eicherd  Townesend  Eiclierd  Eoo  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Brook 
Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  Eobart  Phillippes  Thomas  Jenks  humfrey  crane 
John  Dyche  John  Eigeley  and  John  Grene  That  they  the  Bailief  &  his  bretherne 
of  Banbury  should  be  auuswerid  playnely  that  they  should  not  have  the  said  xln 
except  they  woold  yeld  to  those  condicions  wch  agreing  well  both  wth  the  will  & 
meaning  of  the  said  Oken  was  by  them  to  be  yeldid  unto  ffor  otherwise  said 
Eobart  Phillips  they  were  not  worthy  of  it  And  he  said  that  he  hard  Mr  Oken 
saye  &  precisely  will  That  if  either  they  of  banbury  or  of  Stretford  woold  not 
make  such  assurance  as  might  be  most  strongly  made  against  them  they  should 
not  have  it  but  that  the  mony  should  come  agayne  to  Warwik  and  that  M1'  Oken 
gave  him  great  charge  to  see  therunto  Wheruppon  the  said  Bailief  &  pryncipall 
Burgesses  wrote  their  other  Ire  and  putting  tber  euery  man  his  hand  to  it  sent 
the  next  day  to  banbury  this  aunswer  The  teno1'  therof  Insuith 
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To  the  wo'sbipfull  M1'  Bailief  &  his  brefcherne  of 
the  borough  of  Banbury 


tbr  tenor  of  the  thirb  Wtb  like  hartye  comendacions  having  considerid  of  yo1' 

re  sent  to  Vaubuni  lres  of  the  sixt  of  this  moneth  for  aunswere  towelling  the  ffourtie 
pounds  bequethed  by  Mr  Oken  wee  understand  that  you  have  conferrid  abont  the 
mynufce  of  the  covennts  sent  unto  you  for  disposing  tbe  same  acording  to  his  wille 
Wherin  you  conceve  harde  (folio  107)  dealing  of  us  towardes  you  in  devising 
many  streight  clauses  tending  to  ympossibilities  Inconveniencs  &  extremyties 
And  therfore  you  doo  requyre  a  copie  of  M1'  Oken's  wille  to  shewe  to  yor  Counsell 
wtb  the  said  Mynute  Wherein  as  youe  give  us  cause  to  think  youe  mistrust  us 
and  that  wee  doo  more  than  reason  or  auctorytie  servith  us  So  to  deliver  you  a 
copie  of  Mr  Oken's  will  wee  think  it  unnecessary  bicause  there  is  many  things 
that  towchith  you  not  nor  mete  to  be  knowen  to  all  men  Nevertheles  seing  or 
creadite  is  so  slender  wtb  you  as  not  to  be  believid  by  that  wee  have  alredy  sent 
you  Youe  may  (if  you  list)  send  to  the  Arches  to  see  the  Becorde  wch  may  better 
satisfy  you  than  any  copye  that  wee  can  make  Assuring  you  that  whan  you  have 
so  doon  wee  will  look  for  the  veary  same  Covennts  in  effect  to  be  assured  under 
yr  common  seale  (if  you  have  any)  or  the  seales  of  some  sufficient  of  you  such  as 
wee  shall  thinke  meete  before  you  receve  the  monye  And  bicause  the  givers  mynde 
was  the  mony  should  be  ymploid  for  the  benefit  of  poore  Artificers  wttl  as  good 
spede  as  may  be  wch  also  is  our  care  &  desire  wee  do  earnestly  prey  you  to  sett 
aside  all  delays  answere  us  directly  by  yor  Ires  under  yo1'  handes  whither  you  will 
receve  the  mony  uppon  the  condicions  alredy  sent  you  in  the  said  mynute  or  not 
And  that  wee  may  receve  yo1'  resolute  aunswere  in  writing  by  this  bringer  whom 
wee  purposely  send  for  the  same  Otherwise  wee  will  ymploye  the  same  monye 
according  to  the  mynde  of  the  said  Oken  &  his  trust  reposid  in  us  where  the  same 
wilbe  more  thankfully  taken  And  so  we  bid  you  farewell  from  Warwik  the  ixth  of 
January  157-1. 
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Thes  Ires  were  sent  to  Banbury  by  (  )  Skott  who  bad  chai 

comaundm1  bo  deliver  to  Mr  bailief  of  Banbury  and  to  fcarrye  bhere  for  aunswere 

three  or  foure  dayes  And  the  said  Skott  made  such  spede  that  ho  delivered  the 

said  Ires  to  the  bailief  there  on  Monday  in   tin;  presences  of 
oumorji  unstoen  imoc  J  L 

Ini  the  b-.iliff  of  divers  °f  ni«  company  &  bretherne  comyng  \v"'  him  from  the 
y.inlimn  to  the  beiev  Court  House  w<h  they  presently  lookid  on  and  after  that  gave 
of  the  Ives  ftom  him  aunswer  that  the  most  part  of  his  bretherne  were  out  of 
the  towne  so  as  he  could  make  none  aunswere  presently  to  wHl 
he  said  that  he  had  comaundmt  to  tarry  for  aunswere  and  so  he  woold  if  it  were 
twoo  or  three  days  To  wcU  the  bailief  made  aunswere  that  should  not  nede  but  if 
he  wold  dept  home  aunswere  should  be  sent  after  him  by  some  of  their  towne 
very  shortly  wth  wch  aunswer  he  returned 

(The    comimq    of    the  Wheruppon  The  baileff  of  Warwik  expecting  the  comyng 

gailifi  of  ihnbuvn  of  some  from  Banbury  either  wtu  Ires  or  wth  some  message  herde 
to  ffittaxfoik  nothing  from  them  untill  the  monday  after  loosonday  at  wcU 

tyme  the  bailief  and  some  others  of  Banbury  having  occasion  to  come  to  Warwik 
to  speak  wth  one  in  the  gaole  that  either  had  robbid  their  church  or  recevid  the 
goods  stollen  out  of  the  church  that  Monday  night  late  sent  to  the  bailief  of 
Warwik  desiring  that  the  next  morning  he  &  his  companye  woold  heare  them  of 
banbury  towchmg  the  aunswering  of  their  last  Ires  &   the  order  to  be   taken 

Confenciue  between  them  for  the  xlu  given  by    Mr  Oken  Wherupon   the 

bailief  of  Warwik  sending  for  his  company  and  bretherne  mett  in  the  church  the 
next  morning  being  tuesday  and  the  quarter  sessions  day  by  seven  of  the  clock 
whither  they  sent  for  the  said  bailief  of  Banbury  &  his  companye  who  comying 
thither  namely  Thomas    Dyxe  bailief  (  )  Bentley  (  )  Jackson  &    one 

other  whose  name  this  writer  knowth  not  after  some  gratulacions  on  Both  sides 
It  was  openid  by  some  of  banbury  that  the  cause  of  their  comyng  nowe  was  to 
requyre  the  monye  given  to  their  towne  by  Thomas  Oken  Wheruppon  It  was 
demaundid  by  them  of  Warwik  whither  they  of  Banbury  had  brought  wth  them 
the  Covennts  &  bonde  under  their  comon  seale  writen  up  in  such  maner  as  the 
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same  were  sent  to  them  or  not  and  it  was  tolde  them  that  if  fcliey  had  brought  the 
same  so  pfectid  \vth  them  they  should  have  the  monye  home  wtu  them  albeit  their 
negligence  had  well  deservid  to  have  the  same  holden  from  them  besides  their 
writings  A  messages  were  such  as  desruid  litle  favo1'  or  frendshippe  at  any  of  their 
handes  whom  they  had  chargid  w"1  great  misbehavio1*  in  that  they  should  offer 
them  to  be  bounde  to  matters  ympossible  inconvenient  &  extreme  wob  termes  in 
writing  they  had  not  before  that  tyme  been  acquainted  wtb  neither  had  at  that 
tyme  given  them  any  cause  either  to  say  or  think  so  of  them  besides  that  the 
bailief  of  YVarwik  &  his  bretherne  had  iust  cause  to  ymagine  that  they  of  banbury 
bad  no  great  desire  to  have  the  monye  for  if  they  had  they  woold  not  have  usid 
so  many  dilatory  auusweres  as  they  had  done  neither  forgotten  their  promises  to 
come  or  send  aunswer  in  short  tyme  after  the  recept  of  the  last  Ires  wch  they  of 
banbury  might  presently  have  aunswerid  if  it  had  pleasid  them  wlhout  excusing 
the  same  bicause  it  was  the  quarter  sessions  at  Oxford  ffor  so  the  bailief  &  his 
company  of  YVarwik  might  nowe  more  iustly  have  aunswerid  them  that  this  tyme 
was  very  inconveniently  apointid  for  their  comyng  to  Warwik  being  the  sessions 
day  at  Warwik  whan  both  the  bailief  of  Warwik  himself  &  most  of  his  company 
had  to  give  their  attendance  by  reson  of  their  offices  Nevertheles  they  woold  not 
give  them  any  occasion  of  misliking  but  being  they  are  nowe  come  yf  they  have 
brought  such  assurance  wtb  them  as  may  be  likid  of  the  mony  shalbe  redyly 
deliuerid  to  them  wUiout  more  delaye  otherwise  they  are  not  to  have  the  same 
monye  Except  they  can  showe  some  matter  that  might  otherwise  move  them 
of  Warwik  who  doo  desire  to  know  (folio  108)  what  movid  them  of  Banbury  so 
to  charge  them  To  this  Bentley  answerid  that  to  some  of  their  company  in 
banbury  it  was  thought  very  harde  to  enter  into  such  covennts  insomuch  as  they 
who  should  be  bounde  should  take  litle  or  no  benefit  by  it  nevertheles  he  thinkith 
not  that  any  such  termes  were  usid  but  if  any  such  were  usid  It  was  the  fault  of 
the  wrvter  &  no  entent  of  the  bailief  and  his  companye  wheruppon  for  their  better 
satUfieng  they  desired  to  see  their  Ire  wch  was  shewid  them  there  presently 

Than  (  )  Bentley  againe  said  it  is  otherwise  than  I  understood  it 

notw'standing  some  of  o1'  companye  doo  think  that  by  M1"  Oken's  wille  it  is  not 
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required  bo  bave  any  such  straight  covendts  as  bo  be  bounde  that  the  monye 
sbalbe  gatherid  in  euery  three  or  Eoure  yeres  Or  bhat  bhey  should  be  bound 
bo  bring  I  be  same  mony  to  Wavwik  euery  Eoure  yeres  or  that  they  Bhould  procure 

a  precher  to  make  a  srmon  eury  yere  for  iijs  iiij'1  or  bhat  in  any  case  their  should 
be  either  covents  or  bonds  made  more  than  acquytance  testifieng  the  receipt  of 
the  mony  ffor  seing  it  is  to  he  deliverid  out  unto  poore  young  occupiers  and  that 
none  of  any  wealth  should  take  any  benefit  of  it  it  is  thought  hard  that  they  of 
the  better  sort  should  be  bound  to  aunswer  for  the  misbehavo'-  of  the  other  And 
it  might  happen  that  some  of  those  that  have  the  mony  in  use  may  be  so  evill 
husbondes  that  the  mony  may  he  spent  wch  then  woold  he  requyred  at  their 
hands  that  were  bound  besides  if  they  should  bring  it  to  Warwick  they  might 
haply  be  robbid  and  so  the  losse  lye  in  their  necks  And  so  padventure  they  should 
not  get  a  precher  that  woold  comend  the  said  Oken  for  iijs  iiijfl  And  so  their 
bonde  should  be  forfeitid  And  so  in  the  rest  of  the  covendts  divers  advauntags  may 
be  taken  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  said  Okeu  In  consideration  wherof  they 
are  now  come  to  desire  M1'  bailief  of  Warwik  &  this  company  to  deliver  them  the 
monye  and  to  take  their  acquytance  for  the  discharg  therof  wlhout  any  more  or 
other  covennts  And  not  to  urge  them  further  than  M1'  Oken's  meaning  was  by 
his  will  wch  they  also  desired  to  see  for  their  better  satisfieng  To  that  it  was 
aunswerid  that  as  towelling  the  wille  forsomuch  as  towched  them  therin  they 
might  see  it  in  the  Arches  where  there  was  no  doubt  but  they  had  sought  orr 
this  tyme  And  as  for  the  acepting  of  their  acquitance  wlhout  any  further 
condicions  or  bonds  they  were  resoluid  not  to  doo  nor  deliver  any  mony  except 
the  same  condicions  &  bonds  were  made  in  the  very  same  maner  as  was  sett 
downe  in  the  myirute  sent  unto  them  ffrom  wch  they  woold  not  varrye  wmout 
better  resons  showid  to  them  uppon  wch  point  a  question  was  made  and  euery 
mans  of  Warwik  his  opinion  was  askid  who  presently  before  the  bailief  and  them 
of  Banbury  sevrally  signified  their  opynions  that  the  draughts  of  the  covennts  & 
bond  were  agreable  to  Mr  Oken's  devise  &  will  &  were  so  resonable  &  indifferent 
as  not  to  be  alterid  or  changid  Ajid  therfore  absolutely  determynid  that  w'hout 
the   pfeting  of   those  assurances    the  mony    should   not    be    delivered   And    so 
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aunswering  euery  of  their  of  banburye's  allegaeious  by  sufficient  &  pbable  reasons 
after  many  woords  spent  on  both  sides  It  was  desired  by  them  of  banbury  that 
they  might  have  tyme  bo  ympart  their  aunswer  of  them  of  Warwik  to  the  rest  of 
their  bretherne  of  Banbury  Wheruppon  they  should  have  resolute  aunswere  from 
them  wth  as  good  spede  as  might  be  To  wch  it  was  grauntid  And  that  bicause  the 
terme  grewe  on  and  tberfore  some  of  both  the  companyes  might  for  that  tyme  be 
at  london  or  elsewhere  from  home  at  the  comyng  of  them  of  Banbury  wch  they 
woold  not  willingly  should  be  The  tyme  of  aunswere  was  untill  after  that  easter 
terme  wtU  this  promise  made  by  them  of  Banbury  that  before  their  comyng  they 
woold  send  woord  a  seveninght  before  to  the  bailief  of  Warwik  &  his  company  to 
thend  that  all  the  whole  company  might  be  togither  And  so  for  that  tyme  they 
deptid  and  they  of  banbuvy  lieng  at  Eobert  Phillips  house  at  their  going  away 
said  i  as  this  writer  was  informid)  that  they  woold  never  speke  to  have  that  mony 
at  the  bailiefs  of  Warwiks  hands  or  at  that  towne  But  at  thexecutors  hands  of 
whom  proply  they  ought  to  requyre  it  And  so  deptid 

After  wch  tyme  the  bailief  of  Warwik  &  his  bretherne  hearde  no  more  from 
Banbury  untill  the  Wensday  or  thursday  before  Whitsondaye  At  wcb  tyme  a  Ire 
was  brought  to  the  bailief  of  Warwik  by  the  Serjaunt  of  Banbury  the  tenor 
wherof  ensuith 

To  the  Wo'shypfull  the  bailief  Aldermen  &  Bur- 
gesses of  Warwik  thies  be  deliuerid 
After  or  hartie  comendacions  Thies  are  not  only  to  shewe  unto  youe  That 
(god  willing)  certeyn  of  or  companye  uppon  frydaye  next  wch  shalbe  the  xxth  of 
this  present  Maye  shall  repayre  unto  you  at  Warwik  by  eleven  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenone  of  the  same  daye  Then  &  there  to  take  some  reasonable  order  wth 
youe  towching  the  fourty  pounds  given  unto  or  Towne  by  M1'  Oken  but  also 
hartely  to  desire  yowe  That  ye  (to  that  purpose)  will  observe  that  tyme  at  such 
place  in  Warwick  as  ye  shall  apoint  Thus  trusting  ye  wyll  so  doo  We  bid  you 
hartely  farewell  ffrom  Banbury  the  xvijth  of  May  1575 

^o1'     loving     freends     The     bailief     Aldermen     & 
Burgesses  of  Banburye 
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annufocrtba  mouth  to  Thes  Ires  so  brought  the  bailief  of  Warwik  answerid  by 

the  S«jtu«i  of  y.m  woorde  of  mouthe  That  divers  of  his  bretheme  &  company  were 
bnrjj  then  from  home  and  that  it  woold  be  whitsonweek  or  ever  some 

of  them  came  home  and  therfore  he  could  not  give  so  resolute  an  aunswere  as  he 
woold  And  promised  that  so  sone  as  he  might  gett  his  company  togither  he  woold 
conferre  wth  them  and  theruppon  wth  as  good  spede  as  may  be  send  to  Mr  bailief 
of  Banbury  And  wth  that  aunswere  the  sriannt  deptid 

After  wcU  tyme  viz.  Saturday  in  Whitsonweek  John  ffisher  being  newly 
come  from  the  bathes  and  made  pryvy  of  this  last  Ire  aduisid  M1'  bailief  of 
Warwik  to  write  to  the  bailief  of  Banbury  acording  to  his  promise  wch  was  done 
acordingly  in  thes  words  following 


To  the  wo'shipfull  Mr   Bailief  Aldermen   &   Bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  banbury 

flic  tenor  of  the  fourth  After  like  harty  recomendacions  having  receuid  yor  Ires 

Irt  sent  to  §attbani  dated  the  xvijth  of  Maye  instant  declaring  yor  entencion  to  have 
bene  here  the  fridaye  following  to  take  some  reasonable  order  wl  us  towching 
the  ffourtie  poundes  bequethid  by  Mr  Oken  at  wGh  time  some  of  or  companye 
namely  John  ffisher  or  Steward  was  from  home  whose  absence  was  the  onely 
cause  that  we  aunswerid  not  yov  expectation  at  that  tyme  Thes  are  therfore  to 
lett  youe  understand  That  wee  are  content  according  to  former  promise  to  deliver 
you  the  said  xl1'  uppon  Saturday  next  (if  youe  then  will  please  to  come  over  to  us 
and  put  in  such  assurance  &  bonde  as  at  yov  last  being  here  wee  resolued  uppon 
Otherwise  yor  Journey  shoulde  be  in  vayne  wherof  we  premonish  youe  and 
therfore  desire  you  as  our  good  neighbors  to  send  us  your  resolute  aunswer  by 
this  bringer  Whither  ye  will  yeld  to  those  condicions  or  not  and  whither  ye 
mynde  to  bring  us  the  writings  engrossed  or  not  trusting  ye  will  send  us  aunswere 
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in  writing  of  all  things  by  this  bring1'  ffor  otherwise  it  is  like  we  shall  not  attend 
youe  And  so  we  youe  fare  hartely  well  At  Warwik  this  xxviij1'1  of  Maye  1575 

Yor   loving   freends   the   bailief  &   principall  bur- 
gesses of  Warwik 

Wcb  Ires  so  sent  awaye  and  delivered  to  the  bailief  of  Banbury  Annswere 
was  made  to  them  the  next  day  as  followith 

To  the   worshipfull  the    Bailief  &   principall   bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  Warwik  give  this 

oln  tenor  of  the  thirb  After  like  harty  recomendacions  having  receuid  yo1'  letters 

Irr  rrtrnib  from  bering  date  the  xxviijth  of  Maye  wherin  wee  finde  that  you  wilbe 
redy  to  paye  to  us  on  Saturday  next  the  xl11  wch  M1'  Oken 
bequethid  unto  us  if  it  might  please  us  to  come  over  to  Warwik  on  Saturday  next 
and  to  deliver  youe  such  assurance  wth  such  condicions  as  at  our  last  being  wl 
you  at  Warwik  youe  did  requyre  orells  as  we  peeve  by  yor-  Ires  or  labor  is  like  to 
be  in  vaine  to  this  we  aunswer  yf  it  may  pleese  you  to  make  paymet  unto  the  xl11 
w'1'  Mr  Oken  hath  given  unto  us  by  his  last  will  &  testament  and  to  take  of  us 
such  good  assurance  &  bondes  as  by  the  wille  we  may  be  required  or  by  the  same 
will  is  by  any  way  ment  that  then  hearing  from  you  we  will  as  duety  bindeth  us 
be  wUl  you  uppon  yor  day  apointid  or  any  other  daye  the  next  week  following 
and  then  and  their  to  doo  euery  acte  &  dede  as  we  are  chargeable  for  the  same 
this  we  are  to  desire  yor  laufull  frendshippe  in  the  same  and  this  we  pray  you 
that  we  may  heare  from  you  or  it  be  long  orells  we  must  take  yo1'  Ires  for  deny- 
all  of  the  same  &  if  not  we  shalbe  constrained  to  come  by  yt  as  we  maye  This  we 
bid  youe  most  hartely  farewell  from  Banbury  this  xxixtu  of'this  instant  May 

Your  loving  freends  The  Bailief  Aldermen  &  Bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  Banbury 
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Qppon  the  Recept  of  thes  former  Ires  recevid  from  Banburj  M1  Bailief  & 

bis  company  of  Warwik  thought  good  to  cesse  any  further  writing  back  agayne 

referring  them  rather  to  any  order  that  by  law  might  be  set  down  in  this  matter 

«    .  si,,  than  to  bestowe  their  tyme  to  write  so  frivolesly  And  so  tin; 

Specjjcs  paoau)  brllvicnr  •' 

Bmtlra  of  -luiLuun  matter  restid  for  the  tyme  But  about  half  a  yere  after  one 
a    gojjn    ifisiuv   in     (  )  Bentley  of  Baiibury  having  occupied  to  come  to  Warwick 

tloir.ut  philiius  fov  other  matters  spak  wlh  John  ffisher  about  that  mony  and 
emongs  other  many  woordes  to  litle  purpose  askirl  of  the  said 
ffisher  When  they  shoulde  have  their  mony  given  to  their  towne  by  Thomas 
Oken  To  wlh  ffisher  aunswerid  saing  M1'  Bentley  yon  knowe  Mr  Oken  willid  that 
xl1'  should  be  deliverid  to  yo1'  towne  for  the  use  of  poore  men  and  to  thend  the 
same  should  be  ymploid  as  be  ment  be  devised  &  ordenyd  that  Bonds  should  be 
taken  of  yo1'  towne  for  the  pformannce  of  such  condicions  as  were  devised 
wherby  the  poore  &  nedy  might  tak  the  benefit  of  that  his  good  devotion  which 
condicions  &  bonds  being  agreid  uppon  the  mony  wilbe  redy  at  any  time 

And  ye  knowe  that  to  that  effect  &  end  meny  Ires  have  passid  betwene 

you  &  us  but  you  mynd  not  as  it  semith  to  come  to  any  Such  order  and  therfore 

in  o1'  opinions  ye  think  the  mony  will  not  plesor  yor  towne  and  we  therfore  are 

contentid  for  it  helpitb  or  poore  very  well  &  we  can  be  content  to  kepe  it  untill 

you  pforme  &  doo  that  is  ment  by  the  will  of  Oken  which  being  done  ye  shall  not 

be  long  wmmit  the  mony  Nay  said  Bentley  you  wooll  not  let  us  have  it  But  we 

will  have  it  in  spite  of  yor  nose  in  spite  of  yo1'  tetbe  &  so  adding  many  ymprop 

termes  sbewid  bis  great  courage  but  ffisher  considerid  that  Bentley  was  an  old 

man  and  it  was  in  weather  somewhat  warme  &  towards  evening  and  therfore 

said  lesse  But  in  the  end  told  him  they  should  knowe  bowe  they  cam  by  yt  before 

i~,  t   «,  ,       they  had  it  This  passid  on  untill  lent  after  And  Mr  Knight  the 

CWjc   romrmg    of    Jobit  j  r  o 

Wniqbt  iVulm-  of  Baker  &  John  Knight  of  the  red  lyon  in  banbury  &  an  other  catn 
Ibnburu  if  others  to  to  Warwik  and  brought  with  them  M1'  Westen  the  Attorney 
iSSarfoik  about    what    causes    this    writer    knoweth   not    But  after    the 

Assises  (folio  110)  were  endid  on  the  Saturday  Mr  Knight  &  the  others  of  Banbury 
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cam  to  Mr  John  Grene  then  B.iilief  of  Warwick  from  M1'  Bailief  &  his  bretherne 
of  banbury  siguifieng  further  that  he  had  a  message  to  them  of  Warwik  from 
them  of  Banbury  &  therfore  desired  that  Mr  Bailief  wold  apoint  him  a  tyme  to 
deliver  his  message  to  him  &  hisbrethern  the  maisters  of  Warwik  wcl1  did  concme 
a  legacy  bequethed  by  Thorns  Oken  decessid  Theruppon  Mr  bailief  apointid  to 
heare  him  &  the  rest  for  the  next  day  being  sonday  in  the  after  none  &  bicause 
that  John  (Usher  was  then  trowblid  with  his  desese  &  not  liable  to  come  out  of  his 
bed  he  desired  them  of  Banbury  to  come  to  the  said  fnshers  house  where  the  rest 
of  his  company  should  mete  to  here  them  which  doone  Mr  bailief  the  next, 
morrow  told  the  said  John  ffisher  of  his  dctermynacion  And  so  that  after  none 

mrss-.iqt  boon  bn  iobn  their  met  Mr  Bailief  M1'  hudson  M1'  crane  &  one  or  twoo  of  the 
liuioht  from  the  principall  burgesses  besides  And  thither  came  the  said  M1' 
Knight  &  the  others  of  Banbury  who  there  eftsones  did 
comendacions  from  Mr  bailief  &  his  bretlierne  of  Banbury  and  said  that  the  said 
Mr  Bailief  &  his  bretlierne  of  Banbury  had  willid  them  to  desire  the  xl11  given  to 
their  towne  by  Thomas  Oken  decessid  might  be  delivered  to  M1'  Bailief  &  his 
bretheme  of  Banbury  according  to  the  will  of  the  dead  and  that  it  wold  please 

ansfecrtb  Mr  Bailief  of  Warr.  &  his  bretherne  to  give  them  such  direct 

aunswere  as  might  satisfy  them  of  Banbury  To  that  Mr  Bailief  of  Warwik 
aunswerid  that  towching  their  demaund  of  the  xl1'  he  &  the  rest  of  his  bretherne 
had  bene  well  pleasid  to  deliver  long  ago  acording  to  the  deads  wille  And  that 
Mr  bailief  and  his  bretherne  of  Banbury  might  have  recevid  the  same  at  their 
pleasures  if  they  woold  have  doone  that  on  their  parts  was  to  be  doone  which  was 
to  give  bond  &  condicions  under  their  seale  for  the  using  the  said  mony  acording 
to  the  devise  of  the  giver  But  that  to  do  Mr  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  of  Banbury 
refused  and  therfore  rnent  not  to  have  the  same  (as  might  be  gathered)  And 
therfore  that  mony  is  now  otherwais  distributid  out  to  them  that  are  more 
thankfull  &  that  do  good  wl  it  To  that  Mr  Knight  aunswerid  that  M1'  Bailief  of 
Banbury  &  his  bretherne  had  not  refused  to  take  the  mony  but  desired  it  often 
nor  refused  to  make  bond  for  the  well  using  of  the  same  But  uppon  such  drafts 
of  covents  as  Mr  Bailief  of  Warwik  had  sent  to  Banbury  It  was  thought  that  Mr 
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Bailief  of  Banbury  &  bis  company  should  be  bound  to  fcbings  almost  ympossiblo 

to  be  kept  &  at  least  very  hard  to  be  obsruid  w'1  points  they  desired  to  be 
reformid  &  then  they  woold  have  done  that  had  become  them  To  that  it  was 
aunswerid  by  Jo.  ffisher  that  at  such  tyme  as  the  first  mynute  or  draft  was  sent 
to  banbury  M1'  bailief  of  Warvvik  then  wrote  to  M1'  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  of 
Banbury  that  if  they  mislikid  any  thing  in  the  devise  It  might  please  him  to 
apoint  such  as  they  might  trust  to  come  to  Warwik  to  open  their  doubts  &  they 
should  be  resonably  satisfied  which  they  did  not  but  wrote  aunswer  that  the 
devise  had  in  it  many  points  very  hard  unreasonable- &  ympossible  &c  termes  to 
move  resonable  men  having  given  no  such  cause  ffor  the  devise  is  yet  extant  & 
the  draf  remaning  w*  them  of  Banbury  which  if  they  will  they  may  shew  other- 
wise an  other  true  copy  of  the  same  is  kept  wherin  no  such  matter  will  appere 
and  is  determyned  uppon  to  be  graunted  unto  by 

(This  is  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  folio  110,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page  is  the  following  note  : — 

[Looke  more  for  this  matter  in  the  Leaf 
jnotid  where  ye  may  see  them  173 
And  so  this  is  carried  forward  to  the  second  half  of  folio  173,  the 
intervening  leaves  being  filled  up  with  various  other  matters,  which  will  appear 
on  subsequent  pages  of  this  volume.  For  the  sake  of  the  narrative  I  bring  this 
folio  in  here,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  its  proper  order.  At  the  head  of  the  leaf  is 
written,  "  this  followith  the  leaf  109) 

(folio  173)  M1'  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  of  Banbury  before  they  shall  receve  the  mony 
Except  by  Law  they  shall  otherwise  recover  it  as  it  is  like  the  will  seke  the 
meanes  they  can  by  any  extremytye  having  of  late  given  out  that  they  will  have 
it  in  spite  and  therfore  the  opinion  of  ffisher  is  that  they  shall  come  by  yt  as  they 
may  To  that  said  M1'  Knight  I  think  no  man  so  folish  as  to  give  out  any  such 
woordes  of  spite  for  there  be  other  meanes  by  order  of  Lawe  to  come  by  yt  But 

|i.mbnvn  M1'  Bailief  of  Banbury  dothe  gently  &  frendly  desire  you  M1'  Bailief 

here  &  the  rest  to  deale  as  resonably  wl  them  as  w1  others  and  that  youe  will  not 

L 
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urge  them  to  be  bound  further  than  they  may  well  perfor.me  and  so  doyng  they 
will  make  any  resonahle  bond  that  may  be  for  yov  dischavdg  and  so  to  have  yor 
loving  a-  negborly  good  willes  as  youe  shall  have  ors  To  that  point  M1'  Bailyf  &  the 
rest  of  \\  arwik  present  made  aunswer  That  the  woords  of  spite  were  given  out 
largely  by  Mr  Bentley  whose  age  was  cause  of  his  more  bearing  wl  But  as  towching 
the  mony  Oc  the  bonds  A  covennts  They  are  resolued  to  have  the  condicions 
devised  to  be  put  in  writing  &  under  seale  before  the  mony  be  paid  Except  they 
shalbe  otherwise  therto  compellid  by  lawe  which  if  they  will  attempt  they  are 
ready  to  answer  them  And  uppon  such  condicions  &,  bonds  sealid  they  wool  be  as 
redy  to  deliver  them  the  mony  though  to  the  hinderance  of  the  poore  of  their 
owne  towne  who  presently  have  the  same  mony  in  use  Therwith  Mr  Knight  drew 
out  the  lirst  draft  sent  to  ban  bury  and  callid  to  M1'  Weston  saing  Ml"  Weston  you 
know  the  poyntes  wlh  Mr  Bailief  of  Banbury  &  his  bretherne  think  very  hard  I 
pray  you  open  them  here  Wherupon  opening  the  books  he  said  It  was  thought 
very  bard  that  the  mony  should  be  brought  evry  foure  yere  to  Warwik  and  hard 
also  that  Mr  Bailief  &  the  company  now  present  should  be  bound  for  the  doings 
of  them  that  were  to  come  &  to  or  three  such  light  poynts  wob  being  aunswerid 
by  them  of  Warwik  to  the  satisfaccion  of  them  of  banbury  as  it  semid  M1'  Knight 
desired  that  he  might  ympart  the  answer  Of  M1'  Balief  of  Warwik  to  M1'  Bailief  of 
Banbury  and  that  he  might  have  the  draf  back  agayne  w[  them  to  shewe  at 
Banbury  Wherin  if  some  small  poyntes  should  be  reformed  by  them  of  Banbury 
it  woold  please  Mr  Bailief  of  Warwik  somewhat  to  yeld  to  them  so  as  the  same 
might  not  be  hurtfull  to  the  devise  of  the  giver  And  also  they  desired  to  under- 
stand whan  they  might  come  for  the  mony  if  they  agreid  uppon  the  articles  So  it 
was  agreid  they  should  have  the  mynute  or  first  draught  wl  them  to  consider 
further  uppon  but  so  as  they  chaungid  none  of  the  effectual  matter  but  for  the 
dayes  of  bringing  the  mony  or  c'tihcat  of  the  names  of  such  as  should  have  the 
use  theiof  there  should  be  no  sticking  though  they  were  altered  to  tymes  more 
convenient  to  them  of  Banbury  And  for  the  mony  if  M1'  Bailief  &  his  bretherne 
of  Banbury  could  agree  to  those  condicions  &  to  be  bound  acordingly  as  before  was 
offred  They  should  uppon  such  bonds  &  condicions  recevid  under  their  seale 


TEE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  L63 


receve  bhe  mony  at  holyrood  day  next  But  to  thend  that  their  travaile  should 
not  be  in  vayne  it  was  requyred  and  agreid  unto  thai  the  devise  or  draft  of  the 
[ndentures  should  be  sent  back  Erom  Banbury  to  Mr  Balif  of  Warwik  before 
Easter  to  be  examyned  &  considered  nppon  And  uppon  thes  conclusions  resting 
.Tin1  said  M1'  Knight  &  others  of  Banbury  went  home  resonably  satisfied  (folio  17  1/ 
So  Easter  being  come  &  the  mynute  not  sent  back  It  was  thought  that  they  of 
Banbury  woold  not  yeld  to  the  condicions  .But  w*hin  a  fortnigbt  after  The 
S'jant  of  Banbury  bringeth  Ires  to  M1'  Bailief  of  Warwik  tbe  tenor  wherof  ensuith 

To  the  worshipfull  their  very  freendes  the  Bailief  & 
principall  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Warwik  in  the  County 
of  Warwik  this  be  deliverid 

the  tenor  of  the  fomtlj  After  our  hartie  comendacions  Trusting  that  ye  are  all  in 

Irt  ircdiiQ  from  §\xn-  good  health  which  we  pray  god  may  contynewe  to  his  good  plesr 
b«i'«-  Thies  are  to  shewe  you  that  wee  (although  not  in  so  short  tyme 

as  we  apointid)  have  sent  agayne  the  book  unto  you  altered  in  some  resonable 
poyntes  as  ye  may  see  and  have  sent  withall  the  leaf  correctid  hartely  desiring 
you  as  o1*  freends  That  you  will  peruse  the  same  and  send  it  back  agayne  unto 
us  in  such  sorte  as  ye  will  not  alter  yt  And  appoint  unto  us  a  daye  that  wee  to 
the  finishing  herof  may  mete  togither  at  Warwik  And  wee  god  willing  will  observe 
yt  praing  you  eftesones  to  use  frendly  &  reasonably  that  we  shall  covennt  as  wee 
hope  ye  will  And  thus  comytting  you  to  god  we  bid  you  hartely  farewell  for  this 
tyme  from  banbury  this  xxixth  of  Apriell  1577 

Yor  frends  to  then  powers  the  bailief  Aldermen  & 
Burgesses  of  Banbury 

This  Ire  was  brought  by  the  Srjaunt  of  Banbury  &  delivered  to  Mr  Bailief 
who  having  openid  the  same  about  xj  of  the  clok  brought  it  to  John  fhsher  and 
wfchall  the  mynute  or  draft  alterid  much  in  theffect  &  especially  for  the  payment 
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of  the  mouye  at  Warwik  and  divers  points  very  materyall  which  pcevid  John 
ffisher  drewe  the  eondicions  correctid  of  newe  And  so  making  M1'  Bailief  privie 
The  messinger  was  dispatchid  wr  a  Ire  from  Mr  Bailief  signifieng  that  from  that 
draft  they  woold  not  dissent  and  therfore  if  they  could  like  therof  they  might 
en^ros>o  the  bookes  &  bringing  the  same  under  seale  uppon  trynyty  Sonday  they 
should  have  the  mony  Trynytie  Sonday  came  and  none  came  from  Banbury  But 
on  the  morrowe  being  Monday  about  v  of  the  clok  at  night  cometh  John  Knight 
thelder  baker  Roland  Merik  Alderman  Willm  halhed  &  John  Knight  the  youngr 
J.  holder  &  w1  them  one  wiese  their  towneclerk  who  all  affirming  the  disseas  of 
Mr  halhed  of  Banbury  bailief  did  his  comendacions  w*  the  rest  of  their  bretherne 
who  had  sent  them  to  conclude  uppon  such  eondicions  &  bonds  as  were  promised 
for  the  receving  of  Mr  Okens  mony  Wheruppon  it  was  demaunded  whither  they 
had  brought  those  assurancs  wl  them  who  said  that  they  had  brought  that 
should  satisfy  Mr  Bailief  as  they  trustid  but  for  the  booke  were  not  yet  ingrossid 
bicause  the}T  trustid  that  some  poyntes  or  wordes  uppon  resonable  conferens 
might  be  alterid  Wheruppon  the  next  morning  being  tuesday  the  quarter  Sessions 
Mr  Balif  having  sent  for  the  principall  burgesses  into  the  chapter  house  had 
couferrence  w*  them  of  Banbury  who  made  many  questions'  of  matters  not  worthy 
to  be  doubtid  of  And  so  in  thend  the  bookes  being  agreid  uppon  were  apointid  to 
be  engrossid  by  the  said  wise  who  did  the  same  that  day  And  the  next  day  being 
wensday  a  newe  meting  was  apointid  for  the  finishing  &  sealing  of  the  bookes  & 
payment  of  the  mony  all  which  was  done  acordingly  The  said  Aldermen  & 
Burgesses  of  Banbury  having  brought  their  seale  wl  them  sealid  their  part  in  the 
chapter  house  whiles  Mr  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  of  Warwik  went  upp  to  the 
chest  where  they  sealid  the  counterpayne  of  the  covennts. 

(folio  J  75   ( !opy  of  Indenture  of  Covenant 
(folio  176;  Copy  of  obligation  upon  the  covenant 
Copy  of  warrant  of  Attorney. 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  165 

(>\n  conclusion  r?  monjj  And  appoD  the  delivery  of  fches  wi  [tings  sealid  ;is  aforesaid 

pnib  to  iiirm  of  fehe  said  John  Grene  having  paid  to  the  said  John  Knigl it  Roland 
Sunbitrjj  Meryk  Willrci  halhed  &  John  Knight  the  said  ffourtye  pounds  in 

the  chapter  house  in  the  church  of  saint  Maryes  in  Warwik  on  the  Wensday 

morning  flic  fourth  of  Juno  aforesaid  as  well  they  of  Warwik  as  of  Banbury  Wi  re 
agreid  &  after  Brekfast  lovingly  &  frendly  deptid  evry  man  to  Ins  whome 

The  names  of  them  that  were  present  are  indorsed 
on  the  hook  of  the  Indenture  of  covennts 

(On  several  occasions  the  Bailiff  of  Banbury  came  to  Warwick  and  tendered 

the  £40;   the  last  record  of  this  in  the  Black  Book  is  on  folio  315,  where  it  is 

stated  than  on  the  6th  July,  1714,  the  Mayor  of  Banbury  came  to  Warwick  and 

tendered  the  £40  according  to  Oken's  Will.     One  of  these  visits,  made  dining  the 

Commonwealth,  is  related  circumstantially,  and  although  out  of  order  as  regards 

the  folio,  I  have  placed  it  here,  as  by  so  doing  the  matters  in  connection  with  the 

bequests    to    Stratford   and   Banbury    are  kept  together.       The  account   is    as 

follows  :)  — 

22  June  1657  (folio  286)  Mdd  that  on  Saturday  6th  day  of  June  1657  Mr  John 

Webb  of  Banbury  &  M1'  Bichard  Lunt  of  Stratford  upon  Avon 

3     came  to  M1'  Robert  Warner  then  bailiffe  of  Warr.  at  his  house 

Banbury 

And  of  40h  by  Strat-     ^n  ^ne  Church  Street  &  in  behalfe  of  their  sevrall  Corporacions 
ford  upon  Avon  desired  a  day  might  be  agreed  on  for  the  tender  of  the  two 

sevrall  4011  given  by  Mr  Oken  to  their  sevrall  boroughs  &  which  evry  4th  yeare 
they  are  to  tender  to  the  bailife  &  burgesses  of  Warr.  M1'  Bailife  sending  for  sotne 
of  his  brethren  monday  the  22  of  June  was  appoynted  at  the  house  of  Moses 
Holloway  called  the  great  Swan  M  in  Warr  :  At  which  day  &  place  by  10  a  clocke 
M1'  Nathanaell  Wheateley  Maior  of  banbury  &  Mr  ffrancis  Smith  bailife  of 
Stratford  upon  Avon  with  their  sevrall  companyes  came  Mr  bailife  of  Warr  &  his 

(a)  This  may  have  been  a  house  on  the  site  of  the  present  "Warwick  Anns  Hotel."  The 
supporters  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  Coat  of  Arms  are  two  Swans.  Or  it  may  have  been  a  house  on 
the  south  side  of  Jury  Street,  near  to  the  East  Gate,  as  old  inhabitants  well  knew  the  "Black  Swan 
Hotel,"  now  converted  into  private  houses  in  this  Street. 
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brethren  went  to  them  &  after  some  fremdly  salutacons  &  a  giasse  of  wyne  or 
two  they  went  to  S1  Maries  Church  in  Order  viz1  the  bailife  of  Warr  with  the 
Mace  before  him  the  Maior  of  Banbury  X-  the  baiiiffe  of  Stratford  in  one  ranke 
then  Mr  Ainge  of  Warr  Mr  Allen  of  Banbury  Bickox  of  Stratford  in  the  second 
ranke  &  see  a  Warwieke  man  a  Banbury  man  &  a  Stratford  man  3  in  a  ranke  all 
alonge  Mr  Maior  of  Banbury  brought  with  him  M1'  Maunder  minister  of  CropredyM 
who  preached  the  Sermon  After  that  ended  they  returned  all  to  the  Swan  to 
dyuner  where  Mr  VenourM  minister  of  Sc  Maries  said  grace  &  concluded  with  the 
Lords  prayer  according  to  M1'  Oken's  will :  dynner  ended  the  Maior  of  Banbury 
tendered  theire  •40li  to  the  bailife  &  burgesses  of  Warr  upon  the  table  which  was 
anted  hut  accepted  &  retorned  to  him  the  like  was  done  for  Stratford  And 
sevrall  noates  were  subscribed  by  the  bailife  &  Burgesses  of  Warr  then  p'sent 
I  stifying  the  sevrall  tenders  the  Copyes  whereof  hereafter  follow  This  being  clone 
the  reckoning  was  brought  up  which  came  to  6n  16s  6fl  at  2s  ordinary  &  for  wyne 
tobacco  &c  which  was  paid  equally  :  by  the  bailife  of  Warr  ;  the  Maior  of  Banbury 
&  the  baiiiffe  of  Stratford  by  45s  6d  a  peece. 

M'M  that  the  clay  &  yeare  above  written  the  some  of  40u 

A    uoate    under    the  -         J 

hmirlsoftheBiuliffe     given  by  M1'  Oken  deceased  unto  the  Tovvne  of  Banbury  to  be 

Burgesses     of     lent  unto  poore  Tradesmen  there  was  this  day  brought  in  and 

"- tbe     tendred  here  according  to  Mr  Oken's  Will  &  Covenants  Indented 

tender     of     40 '    by 

. ,        .       thereupon  made  &  this  tender  was   made  by    M1'   Nathanaell 

iianburv  vide  ante  •>-  J 

Wheateley  Maior  Mr  Willm  Allen  Mr  Nathaniall  Hill  M''  John 
Webb  Mr  Richard  Halhead  M1'  Aholiab  West  Mr  Thomas  Robbyns  &  Mr  James 

i)   Cropredy  is  about  three  miles  from  Banbury.     The  Rev.  W.  Wood,  D.D  .  present  Vicar  of 

Cropredy,  lias  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  particulars  with  regard  to  Mr    Maunder.     It 

appears  that  he  was  Vicar  of  Cropredy  in  the  year  165J,  although  the  date  of  his  appointment  is  not 

known.     His  pr<   lecessor  was  Edward  Bathurst,  Scholar  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,   who  appears  to 

-n  ejei  e   Puritans,  probably  when  "Triers''  were  sent  round  the   Finishes  for  the 

in  l»'/o4.      If  so,  Mr.  Maunder  was  appointed  in  his  place.      He  held  the  living  for  some  years 

•  tne   Restoration,  a.^  is  evidenced  )}y  entiles  in  the  register  of  the  dates  both  of  the  births  and 

baptisms  of  several  children  of  Mr.  Bernard  Maunder  and  Mrs.  Mary  as  late  as  168S. 

i    There  is  a  note  al  the  beginning  of  I  lie  earliesl  existing  register  of  St.  Mary's,  to  the  effect 
hard  Venom1  wa:s  presented  to  the  living  hy  Robert  Rich,  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  was  inducted 
on  the  20th  of  July,  1639. 
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West  Aldermen  &  M'  William  Stokes  M.r  John  Hams  M>  Edward  Welchman  M1 
Eenry  Smith  &  Mr John  Russell  tbeise  Burgesses  of  Banbury  aforesaid  unto  the 
psoiis  whose  uames  are  subscribed  beinge  the  bailife  &  burgesses  of  Warwicke 


I  la  n  bury  is  bound  not 
only  to  tender  >' 
li  :i  luit,  to  give  a 
ii  i  >.i  1 1-      ;ilso      of     vc 

names  of  the  plies 

&  their  sureties  that 
haue  it 


Robert  Warner  bailife 
Christofer  Ainge 
George  Weale 
Abraham  Greene 
Willm  Harmer 
Wilhn  Ley 
Roger  Edes 
Thomas  Greene 
Edmund  Makepeace 

There  is  a  similar  memorandum  in  the  case  of  Stratford,  the  marginal 
note  being  as  follows  : — 


The  like  noate  for  ye 
tender  of  40"  by 
Stratford  See  yc 
Indenture  before 
104  They  are  not 
bound  to  tender  y 
money  but  to  give 
a  noate  of  their 
names  y'  have  it 
with  ye  names  of 
their  sureties 

(folio  110) 


A  note  of  Tho.  Okens 
good  dedes  before 
his  death 


The  tender  was  made  by  Francis  Smith  Bailiff'  William 
Hickox  Thomas  Greene  Thomas  Tayler  Richard  Lunt  William 
Greene  Aldermen  Michael  Jonsone  William  Caudwell  Chamber- 
laynes  Richard  Ainge  and  John  Wilmore  Junior  Burgesses 


In  the  name  of  God  amen 

So  let  your  light  shyne  before  men  that  they  may  see  your 

good  woorkes  and  gioryfie  your  father  wich  is  in  heven 

ffor  so  much  as  euery  good  woork  is  said  to  come  of  god  and 

that  the  same  doo  give  glorye  to  the  heavenly  ffather  being 

ministred  by  men  of  good  faith  and  that  a  light  is  to  be  shewid 
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openly  and  not  to  be  put  under  a  busshel  This  writer  is  encoragid  the  rather  to 
bake  some  paynes  iruely  to  sett  furth  as  nere  as  he  can  the  good  and  charitable 
woorkes  of  Thomas  Okeu  sometyme  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  mercer  who  being 
borne  in  the  same  towne  of  a  poore  linage  and  growen  to  some  resonable  wealth 
by  his  good  diligence  &  Industry  being  a  man  of  resonable  great  age  having 
neither  weif  child  nor  many  kinsfolks  knowen  disposid  such  goods  lands  & 
tenements  as  he  had  before  p'chasid  to  divers  good  uses  &  purposes  as  hereafter 
shall  appere  And  to  thend  that  the  same  should  be  ymploid  in  dede  acording  to 
that  devise  he  had  he  was  advised  by  learned  counsaill  to  put  the  same  in 
feofments  to  such  uses  as  he  had  devised  And  therfore  made  a  deed  first  to  convay 
the  land  to  crten  p'sous  to  the  use  of  others  &c  &  so  after  other  feoffin1  The  teno1' 
of  wch  dedes  insuith 

(folio  112  to  117)  Copy  of  Oken's  deed  of  foefment 

(folio  117  to  120)  Copy  of  Oken's  Will 

Thomas  Oken. 

(Of  all  the  old  Warwick  worthies  no  name  is  so  well  known  or  so  much 
cherished  in  the  town  as  that  of  Thomas  Oken.  As  a  great  many  pages  of  the 
Black  Book  are  taken  up  with  copies  of  his  deed  of  feoffment  and  will,  and  with 
accounts  of  his  last  moments,  and  the  various  proceedings  in  connection  with 
his  charitable  bequests,  a  few  words  about  him  will  not  be  out  of  place.  In  the 
Castle  Street,  Warwick,  which  branches  off  from  the  main  thoroughfare,  there 
stands  a  small  gabled  half-timbered  house,  facing  up  the  street  in  the  direction 
of  St.  Mary's  Church ;  it  is  at  the  head  of  a  block  of  buildings,  having  the  road 
on  one  side  of  them,  and  a  narrow  passage  on  the  other  :  on  the  side  of  the 
passage  opposite  to  this  house,  there  is  another  quaint  building,  and  the  two 
together,  with  their  surroundings,  form  a  very  pleasant  quiet  picture.  In  the 
first-named  house  dwelt  Thomas  Oken.  As  you  approach  Oken's  house,  you 
have  a  charming  view  of  Guy's  Tower  of  the  Castle,  rising  among  the  trees  of  the 
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Castle  Grounds,  and  here  the  street  makes  a  gentle  curve,  and  after  crossing 
Gasfcle  Lane,  is  brought  to  a  termination  by  the  wall  enclosing  the  Castle  (Iron mis. 
In  Oken's  day  this  wall  did  not  exist,  and  the  road  was  continued  under  the 
Castle  walls,  until  it  joined  the  lower  end  of  Mill  Street,  opposite  the  old  stone 
bridge  mentioned  in  the  description  of  Elizabethan  Warwick  in  the  preface. 

Of  Oken's  life  but  little  is  known.  He  was  born  of  humble  parents,  in 
Warwick,  and  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  mercer,  amassed  a  considerable  fortune, 
and  became  a  man  of  some  importance  in  the  town.  We  do  not  know  the  date 
of  his  birth.  He  was  married  to  a  wife  whose  christian  name  was  Joan,  and 
who  died  in  his  lifetime,  without  leaving  issue.  Another  old  minute  book  states 
that  he  died  on  the  30th  July,  1573,  and  was  buried  on  August  4th.  From  the 
tablet  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  we  learn  that  he  was  Master  of  the  Guild  of  Holy 
Trinity  and  St.  George,  whose  Hall  was  the  building  now  known  as  the  Leycester 
Hospital,  in  the  37th  year  of  Henry  VHIth,  i.e.,  in  1546.  He  was  elected 
Bailiff  in  the  year  1557.  Thus  we  see  that  he  lived  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIHth, 
Edward  Vlth,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  and  possibly  during  a  part  of  Heury  VHth's 
reign.  He  was  without  doubt  a  man  of  importance  in  his  native  town,  and  one 
whose  opinion  and  words  were  listened  to  with  respect,  as  on  folio  40  of  the 
Black  Book  there  is  a  report  of  a  speech  by  him.  If  hand- writing  is  any 
indication  of  strength  of  character,  we  may  conclude  that  he  possessed  it,  as  his 
signature  is  in  a  good  firm  hand.  In  sketching  his  life,  I  will  briefly  mention 
some  of  the  great  and  startling  events  and  changes  which  must  have  come  under 
his  notice  in  Warwick.  He  witnessed  the  dissolution  of  the  Collegiate  foundation 
of  St.  Mary,  by  Henry  VIHth,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  borough  by  the  same 
Monarch,  and  these  must  have  furnished  food  for  much  conversation  with  his 
friends  and  neighbours.  He  was  a  witness  of  the  Beformation,  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Prayer  Book,  of  the  Restoration  of  the  Mass  under  Mary,  and  of  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Beformation  under  Elizabeth.  In  order  to  show  how 
these  events  manifested  themselves  to  Thomas  Oken,  I  give  some  extracts  from 
the  accounts  of  the  Churchwardens  of  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Warwick,  which  date 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF     WARWICK. 

from  1-347.  The  registers  of  St.  Mary's,  Oken's  Parish  Church,  of  that  date  are 
.  -:.  but  we  may  assume  that  the  same  alterations  were  being  carried  out  there, 
as  in  the  Sifter  Church.  The  following  entries  were  made  in  Edward  Vlth's 
reign  :  — 

Item  payd  to  Henri  brien  &  bosewarthe  for 

Takyng  down  the  Eodesolar xijd 

It.  r.c.  of  master  brokys  for  ye  tymber  of  ye 
rode  lorfte  &  ye  tymber  of  ye  hye  auter  & 

for  bokes  hyllymges  &  for  a  olde  cowfer...., xijs 

It'm  payd  to  mr.  skerrow  ffor  the  nwe 

commu'n  boke  other  called  the  booke 

of  mornyng  praer  &  evyny'g  praer vjs  iiijd 

The  following  entries  made  after  Mary  had  ascended  the  Throne,  show 
that  Okeii  saw  the  re-introduction  into  worship  of  many  things  which  had  been 
removed  : — 

It'm  payd  for  a  hope  off  lyme  to  occupy 

to  the  settyng  off  the  holi  water  stoke jd  ob. 

It'm  for  mendyng  the  loke  off  the  stypulls 

dore  &  the  holy  water  pot  hangulles iijd 

There  are  also  entries  of  payments  for  a  sepirclor,  for  a  sensor  of  brass, 
for  frankenscence,  and  for  work  about  the  Sepulcur. 

It'm  payd  to  Harry  warde  for  Mary  and  John 

&  ffor  other  worke  yt  ys  to  say  boidyng  up 

off  the  holle  there  as  the  rode  loffte  stode vjs  xd 

It'm  payd  to  mictyng  ffor  payntyng  off  the 

same   Images iiij s  iiijd 

It'm  payd  to  ales  broke  wydow  ffor  the 

tymber  off  the  rode  lofte  the  whyce  hur 

husband  bought  off  the  parishe  whan 

ytt  was  takyn  doyne vjs 
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A i ul  many  other  entries  as  bo  torches,  tapers,  wax,  mending  the  rood  loft 
stairs,  and  as  to  8  scaffold  for  the  rood  loft. 

Oken  heard  the  merry  peals  of  the  bells  of  St.  Nicholas  when  Elizabeth 
was  proclaimed  as  appears  by  this  entry — 

ll'iii  in  brede  and  aylle  to  the  ryngeres 
at  the  generalle  prosessyon  ffor  qnyne 
Elisabethe viij'1 

As  one  of  the  principal  burgesses  he  would,  be  present  at  St.  Mary's  at  the 

celebration  of  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  by  the  Earl  of  Leycester,  and  at  the 
burial  of  the  Marquis  of  Northampton,  and,  also  if  his  health  permitted,  he 
would  go  forth  with  the  Bailiff  to  meet  Queen  Elizabeth  when  she  visited. 
Warwick,  in  August,  1572.  Judging  from  the  sums  of  money  which  Oken 
bequeathed,  he  was  evidently  well  to  do,  and  from  the  gifts  of  plate,  goblets,  and 
spoons,  left  by  his  Will  to  the  Corporation,  and  the  "  depe  silver  goblett  of 
parcell  gilt  "  left  to  Anne  sometimes  called  Agnes  Catur  his  servant  "  for  taking 
paynes  for  him  when  he  had  the  Ague  and  the  gowte,"  wTe  may  conclude  that  he 
kept  a  good  table.  In  his  declining  years  he  appears  to  have  lived  quietly,  and 
to  have  done  but  little  business,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  Black  Book  that  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  but  few  wares  in  his  shop,  and  that  his  household  goods 
were  not  of  much  value.  By  his  Will  he  left  directions  for  "his  body  to  be 
buryed  in  the  Parishe  churche  of  Saynt  Maryes  Warwick  against  Saint  Amies 
Altar  hard  to  the  walle  and  there  I  wille  to  have  a  little  Tombe  of  stone  and  on 
the  said  Tombe  in  the  stone  wall  I  will  to  have  an  epitaph  of  brasse  wh  twoo 
pictures  one  of  myself  and  the  other  of  my  wieff  wh  thes  woordes  graven  under, 
'  Jesu  have  mercy  uppon  me,  Jesu  have  mercy  uppon  me  '  '  The  Oken  brass 
fortunately  escaped  the  tire  of  1694,  and  may  be  seen  placed  against  the  east  wall 
'of  the  noi  th  transept  of  St.  Mary's  Church.  He  is  represented  in  a  civic  gown, 
and  she  in  a  plain  gown,  with  a  scarf  tied  round  the  waist.  He  died  possessed 
of  real  property  in  Warwick,  Baddesley,  Beausale,  and  Harbury,  which  by  deed 
of  feoffment  he  had  conveyed  to  Trustees  in  trust  for  various  objects.     To  the 
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.  by  bhis  deed,  lie  devoted  an  annual  sum  which  to  this  day  is  paid  weekly 
ho  several  recipients.  He  saw  how  valuable  and  necessary  were  good  roads  and 
bridges  as  means  of  intercommunication,  and  a  good  water  supply  for  health  and 
cleanliness,  and  so  he  devoted  annual  sums  for  the  repairs  of  roads,  and  the 
Edmondscote  bridge  and  cleaning  of  wells.  He  devoted  an  annual  amount  to 
Education.  Church  music  he  sought  to  encourage  for  he  directed  "  12s  to  be 
distributed  to  and  amongst  three  children  or  young  men  for  the  singing  or  saying 
of  such  laudable  airs  as  should  be  used  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary,  by 
sufferance  of  the  laws."  To  this  day  12s.  is  paid  to  St.  Mary's  Choir,  which  sum 
is  of  course  now  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  present  income  of  the  charity. 
He  devoted  3s. 4d.  a  year  to  the  herdsman,  to  look  after  poor  men's  cattle  on  the 
Common.  The  tramp  question  appears  to  have  occupied  his  thoughts,  for  he  left 
3s. -Id.  a  year  to  the  beadle  among  other  things  "  to  keep  and  avoid  from  time  to 
time  such  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars  out  of  the  said  town  as  there  should 
resort."  Among  other  things  he  left  "  20d  to  the  young  men  of  Sl  Mary's  parish 
to  make  merry  w'hall  at  the  cutting  down  of  the  Whitsuntide  tree  yf  any  then 
shalbe  standing  at  the  Hiegh  crosse  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  and  that  they 
the  said  young  men  at  the  end  of  their  mirth  shall  saye  the  Lord's  prayer  and 
give  thanks  for  the  presuacion  of  the  quenes  Mate  her  heirs  and  successors  and 
the  good  estate  aud  conty nuance  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik."  He  wished  to 
promote  conviviality  and  good  fellowship,  and  so  he  appointed  a  feast  day.  On 
that  day  he  directed  that  "  one  learned  man  should  make  a  sermon  "  for  which 
he  was  to  receive  6s. 8d.,  and  after  Service  he  provided  for  a  dinner  for  the  bailiff 
and  twelve  principal  burgesses,  and  twenty-four  wardsmen.  "  And  in  the  end  of 
the  dynner  to  saye  the  lordes  prayer  and  to  praise  God  for  the  soule  of  the  said 
Thomas  Oken  Joane  his  wief  and  all  cristian  sowles  departid  out  of  this  transitory 
world."  I  have  only  now  to  remark  that  Oken's  estate  produces,  at  the  present 
time,  about  £600  a  year  ;  that  his  name  is  honoured  and  kept  green  in  Warwick ; 
that  the  annual  Sermon  is  preached  on  Oken's  feast  day,  in  St.  Mary's  Church, 
before  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  and  such  others  as  choose  to  attend  ;  that  the 
preacher  receives  6s.8d.  for  preaching;  and  that  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  17:; 


the  feast  is  held,  the  Mayor  presiding,  at  which  feast  Oken's  plate  is  placed  on 
the  table,  and  after  dinner  the  Vicar  of  St.  Mary's  says  the  grace  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  Oken;  and  that  the  first  toast  of  the  evening  is  drunk  in  solemn 
silence,  and  is  "  The  pious  memory  of  Thomas  Oken  and  Joan  his  wife."     Oken's 

chest,  which  is  massive1  and  ponderous,  and  provided  with  many  locks,  is  now  in 
the  Court  Mouse.  From  the  narrative  on  folios  120,  121  and  122,  it  appears  that 
the  last  moments  of  Thomas  Oken  were  not  quite  so  peaceful  as  might  have 
desired,  and  that  his  soul  took  flight  in  the  midst  of  an  unseemly  jangle,  which 
perhaps  he  knew  nothing  about,  as  he  was  almost,  if  not  quite,  insensible  for 
some  hours  before  his  death.) 

Extracts  fkom  Thomas  Oken's  Will. 

(folio  117)  In  the  name  of  God  amen  the  xxiiijth  day  of  Novembr  in  the  yere  of  o1' 
lorde  God  1570  I  Thomas  Oken  of  the  towne  &  borough  of  Warwik  marcer  being 
at  this  present  tyme  in  good  mynde  &  memory  thankes  be  to  almighty  God,  ffor 
dyvers  &  good  consideracions  doo  ordeyne  &  make  this  my  last  wille  &  testament 
in  maner  &  forme  following  ffirst  and  pryncipally  I  give  &  bequethe  my  Sowle  to 
almighty  God  my  onely  maker  &  Eedemer  trusting  thorough  the  meritts  of  his 
passion  to  be  savid  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  parish  church  of  Saint 
Maryes  in  Warwik  against  Saint  Amies  Alter  harde  to  the  walle  and  there  I 
wille  to  have  a  litle  Tombe  of  Stone  and  on  the  said  Tombe  in  the  stone  wall  I 
will  to  have  an  Epitaph  of  brasse  w*  twoo  pictures  one  of  my  self  and  the  other 
of  my  wieff  wl  thes  woordes  graven  under  Jesu  have  mercy  uppon  me  Jesu  have 
mercy  uppon  me 

Item  I  give  &  bequeath  to  the  comunyon  table  for  my  tuithes  necligently 
forgotten  ffive  shillings 

Item  I  will  my  bodye  to  be  brought  to  the  churche  &  there  to  have  such 
service  as  is  apointid  by  the  churche  as  may  be  to  the  glory  of  God  &  to  the 
comfort  of  my  Soule  And  the  vikar  if  he  will  fetche  me  to  the  Churche  to  have 
ijs  for  his  paynes  And  euery  minister  that  is  there  that  clay  to  have  xijd  And  euery 
chield  that  servith  in  the  Quyer  that  daye  iiijd 
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Item  I  will  to  have  sixe  poore  men  &  sixe  poore  women  to  bring  my  bodye 
to  the  church  and  they  to  have  euery  one  of  them  sixe  yardes  of  black  Kugg  or 
black  coton  and  that  to  be  made  redy  to  their  backs  Also  I  will  whan  the 
comunyon  is  doone  that  they  twelve  shall  have  iiij'1  a  pece  to  pay  for  their 
dynners  And  they  to  dyne  all  togither  in  some  honest  house  And  at  thend  of 
their  dynner  they  shall  give  thanks  to  God  and  saye  the  lordes  prayer 

Item  I  will  that  the  Yikar  or  some  learned  man  doo  declare  Goddes  woorde 
to  the  people  that  daye  and  he  to  have  for  his  paynes  vjs  viija  and  other  vjs  viijd 
to  Mr  Gritty  n  if  he  will  take  paynes  to  declare  Gods  woorde  to  the  people  some 
other  day  and  in  thend  of  their  sermons  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  soules  that 
be  departid  in  the  faith  of  criste 

And  after  service  is  doone  I  will  my. Executors  to  make  pparacion  in 
some  honest  place  where  they  think  necessarye  and  there  to  have  the  hailief  & 
his  bretherne  &  their  wieves  and  the  xxiiijtv  &  their  wieves  wth  other  at  the 
discreeion  of  myne  Executors  &  overseers  to  make  them  such  chere  as  the  tyme 
will  serve  for  and  at  thende  of  their  dynner  to  give  God  thanks  &  saye  the  lords 
prayer 

Item  I  wille  that  within  three  or  ffoure  dayes  after  my  buryall  be  dealte 
xv1'  that  is  to  saye  to  fivetene  score  of  the  poorest  householders  in  Warwik  that 
is  to  saye  xijd  a  house  and  the  (folio  118)  same  tyme  twelve  monethes  I  will  there 
be  other  xv1'  so  to  be  dealt  after  the  same  rate  that  is  xijd  a  house  Item  I  will 
that  my  Executors  or  Overseers  doo  see  the  bestowing  of  it  wth  their  owne 
handes 

Also  I  give  to  xxxtv  poore  maydes  to  their  manages  x11  that  is  to  saye 
xy  viij'1  a  piece  untill  the  monye  be  distributid  at  the  discreeion  of  myne 
Executors  &  overseers 

Item  I  forgive  Jone  Alwoode  late  wief  of  Thomas  Alwood  of  Buckingham 
vj"  xiijs  iiij'1  And  also  I  give  her  more  to  helpe  her  w'hall  in  mony  iiij" 
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[tern  I  give  to  John  Ruggs  of  Reding  x\s  &  his  bill  of  debt  iiij1' 

1 1 cm  I  forgive  to  euery  fcennt  that  I  have  at  my  decesse  a  quarters  rent 
whither  it  be  tenement  or  cotage 

Item  1  give  to  Anne  catur  my  servaunt  in  mony  for  taking  paynes  for  me 
whan  I  had  the  Ague  &  the  gowte  x1'  &  a  depe  silver  goblett  of  parcell  gilt  that 
was  sometymes  her  Auntes 

Item  I  give  to  the  foure  men  that  shall  beare  my  boclye  to  the  church  xij'1 
a  piece  that  is  to  saye  John  bykar  Shomaker  Robert  Oldams  Laurence  Oldams 
&  hughe  Waterson  And  if  it  happen  that  any  of  thes  be  from  home  Then  I  will 
that  John  Jervys  be  one  &  he  to  have  for  his  paynes  aforesaid  xij1' 

Item  I  give  to  Thomas  crosse  a  letherne  doblett  and  a  payre  of  hose  and 
to  his  wief  ijs  in  monye 

Item  I  will  the  poore  mans  chest  stand  fast  by  where  I  shalbe  buryed 
contynually  to  put  in  all  my  bookes  &  writings  wmall  such  other  Jewells  as  shall 
come  to  their  hands  Also  I  will  that  the  bailief  &  three  of  his  bretherne  shall 
have  foure  lockes  &  fowre  keys  and  also  fifoure  honest  men  of  the  ffoure  wardes 
that  is  to  say  in  euery  warde  one  other  foure  locks  &  ffoure  keys  And  I  will  that 
my  Executors  shall  apoint  some  other  chest  to  stand  in  the  place 

Item  I  give  &  bequethe  to  the  towne  of  Warwik  a  hundreth  powndes  to 
purchase  or  buye  some  piece  of  grounde  to  lay  to  the  comons  if  they  can  come  by 
it  And  if  they  can  not  than  I  will  that  the  mony  shall  remayne  to  the  towne  & 
borough  of  Warwik  for  this  Intent  &  prpose  That  is  to  saye  to  ten  honest 
comoners  and  they  to  have  xH  a  piece  orells  to  five  honest  comoners  and  they  to 
have  xx11  a  piece  for  three  or  foure  yeres  at  the  discrecion  of  the  bailief  &  his 
bretherne  and  such  as  shalbe  put  in  trust  and  they  to  putt  in  twoo  or  three 
sufficient  Sureties  for  it  and  yerely  to  paye  out  of  the  same  viijd  the  pounde  that 
is  to  saye  iiij'1  of  (folio  119)  euery  pounde  to  the  poore  and  the  other  iiijd  in  euery 
pounde  to  the  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  for  their  paynes  taking  to  make  merye 
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once  in  the  yere  calling  to  them  such  as  they  shall  think  good  Also  I  will  that  if 
it  happen  any  of  the  said  parties  wcU  hath  any  of  this  nionye  to  depart  out  of  the 
fcowne  or  doo  dye  that  then  the  nionye  he  taken  &  put  to  some  other  man  that  is 
an  honest  comoner  putting  in  sufficient  sureties  And  also  that  if  any  suretie  dye 
or  depart  the  towne  that  then  the  party  woh  hath  the  monye  shall  put  in  newe 

Item  I  give  to  Gilbert  Blount  an  oulde  Aungell 

Also  I  will  that  he  that  makith  my  grave  shall  have  xijd  for  his  labr 

Item  I  will  that  the  viij*  ringers  shall  have  for  their  paynes  viijs 

Item  I  give  to  Margarett  Cooke  a  hart  of  silver  &  gilte  weing  foure  ounz 
&  better  Also  I  give  to  Mr  John  ffishers  wief  a  french  crowne 
Item  I  give  to  M,s  Grene  a  french  crowne 

Also  I  will  that  there  be  prepared  xij  lether  bucketts  to  be  in  some  place 
alwayes  in  redynes  if  there  be  any  casualtye  of  fire 

Item  I  give  to  the  Bailief  of  Warwik  &  the  burgesses  of  the  corpacion 
from  yere  to  yere  euery  one  for  his  yere  being  bailief  for  one  yere  putting  in 
sureties  to  them  that  I  have  put  in  trust  successively  one  gilt  gohlett  weing 
xvij  onz  and  also  one  other  goblett  of  pcell  gilt  weing  xvj  oz  and  also  one  other 
goblet  weing  x  ounz  &  a  half  quartern  also  one  salte  of  parcell  gilt  weing  ix  oz 
also  xij  silver  spones  wb  gilt  typpes  weing  xiiij  oz  three  qters  also  vij  other  silver 
spones  playne  weing  xij  oz  &  a  half  Also  I  will  &  bequethe  that  if  there  be  no 
bailief  of  the  corpacion  of  the  Towne  of  Warwik  That  then  thes  goblets  Salte  & 
spones  shall  remayne  to  the  xii  principall  burgesses  &  to  their  successors  for  euer 
Also  I  will  that  if  there  be  any  Act  of  parliament  that  shall  touch  or  pluck  awaye 
any  of  their  order  of  feloweshippe  and  brotherhood  Then  I  will  that  it  remayne 
to  the  gret  bridge  in  Warwik  &  to  the  mayntennce  of  it 

in)  The  Corporation  with  this  £100  bought  a  piece  of  land  from  Sir  John  Puckering,  and  added 

it  to  the  common.      Dugdale  states  that  the  piece  of  ground  was  called  Michaells  piece.       From  this 

title  it  would  he  ground  near  to  St.  Michael's  Church,  which  was  in  the  Saltisford,  and  of  which  the 

ting  of  'lie  eastern  gahle,  and  a  portion  of  the  roof,  now  form  part  of  a  blacksmith's 

Sir   John    Puckering   purchased    the    Priory    estate,    which    was   adjacent  to  the    Saltisford 

Common. 
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Also   I  give   to   the   bailief  of   Stretford  and  the  Aldermen  &  to   their 

successors  hailiel's  \-  Aldermen  xl1'  for  this  Intent,  &  purpose  that  is  to  sa,v  to  8 
honest  occupiers  w'  Inn  the  towne  And  they  to  liave  v"  a  man  for  three  or  ffoure 
yeres  togither  at  the  discrecion  of  the  bailief  &  his  bretherne  And  they  to  pay 
yerely  out  of  the  same  to  the  poore  people  iiij'1  for  every  pounde  and  to  the  bailief 
.V  his  bretherne  other  iiij'1  for  every  pounde  And  that  to  be  given  at  twoo  tymes 
in  the  yere  to  the  poore  that  is  sixe  dayes  before  Cristmas  $c  sixe  dayes  before 
Easter  and  the  other  iiij'1  of  evry  pounde  to  the  bailief  &  his  bretherne  for  this 
Intent  and  purpose  that  the  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  shall  once  in  the  yere  a 
learnid  man  &  hee  to  declare  Gods  woord  and  he  to  have  for  his  paynes  taking 
iijs  iiij'1  when  the  Sermon  is  done  the  Bailief  &  his  bretherne  to  mak  mery  wlh 
other  at  his  discrecion  &  they  to  have  xs  and  in  the  end  of  their  mirth  to  give 
thanks  to  God  and  to  save  the  lords  prayer  And  that  the  bailief  &  his  bretherne 
shall  put  to  their  towne  seale  wth  good  warrantie  for  the  ymploying  the  mony  to 
that  use  that  it  is  given  orells  to  remayne  again  to  the  use  of  the  towne  of 
Warwik  And  also  that  euery  man  in  Stretford  that  shall  have  any  of  the  said 
monye  shall  unto  the  Bailief  and  his  bretherne  put  in  twoo  or  three  sufficient 
sureties  for  paymet  therof  after  the  order  of  Mr  Wellington's  booke  And  also  that 
the  bailief  and  his  bretherne  shall  euery  three  or  ffoure  yeres  when  the  monye  is 
deliured  upp  Then  to  send  a  certificat  to  the  Bailief  of  Warwik  and  his  bretherne 
who  they  bee  that  have  and  theire  names  wherby  it  may  be  knowen  that  the 
monye  it  is  ymploid  to  that  use  wcb  it  is  given  for 

Also  I  give  to  the  towne  of  Banburye  xl1'  to  be  deliured  to  eight  honest 
occupiers  that  is  to  say  v1'  a  man  in  such  order  &  wth  such  condicion  as  is 
aforesaid  unto  Stretford 

Also  I  chiefly  will  &  requyre  my  Executors  Overseers  &  those  wch  I  shall 
put  in  trust  as  they  shall  aunswere  betwene  God  &  their  consciens  to  see  that  if 
there  be  any  thing  or  any  woorde  in  this  my  last  will  &  testament  that  is  not 

M 
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well  that  then  I  will  that  they  shall  make  it  well  and  assure  as  the  lawe  may 
make  it  YYherby  that  thes  goodes  it  landes  may  promt  to  that  intent  &  purpose 
as  it  is  given  for 

Item  I  will  that  Mr  John  ftisher  gentleman  yf  he  pay  his  hundreth  pound 
acordingly  at  his  day  apointid  that  then  I  will  that  he  shall  have  his  leases  & 
writings  agayne  that  I  have  of  his  and  my  Executors  to  receve  a  bonde  wherin  I 
am  bouude  in  five  hundreth  pound  And  that  said  hundreth  pound  I  will  that  it 
shalbe  the  hundreth  pound  to  discharge  &  buy  the  land  for  the  comons  and  to  be 
aplied  to  &  for  that  use  that  is  in  the  Articles  above  recitid  and  if  not  Then  I  will 
the  rent  to  be  resued  for  the  space  of  sixe  yeres  to  that  use  and  after  the  said 
sixe  yeres  the  rest  of  the  rent  specified  in  the  Indenture  of  Covennts  during  the 
yeres  I  give  &  bequeath  it  to  my  Executors  &  to  Annys  catur  suant  out  of  the 
said  Rent  xls  yerely  if  she  live  so  long 

(folio  120)  Item  I  give  to  Annys  Catur  my  seruant  the  house  during  her  naturall 
lief  that  I  now  dwell  in  payng  the  lordes  rent  wch  is  vjs  viijd  a  yere  keping  the 
repacions  and  also  the  kitchin  pcell  of  my  free  lande  Y  elding  &  paing  therfore 
yerely  to  the  towne  ijs  iiijd  a  yere  &  keping  repacions  And  also  I  give  to  her  all 
such  ymplemts  as  be  nowe  in  the  house  to  helpe  her  to  begyn  house  so  that  she 
give  Jone  her  Sister  parte  at  her  discrecion  of  euery  thing  somewhat 

And  to  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  I  doo  order  &  make  myne  Executors 
Eobart  Phillippes  &  Thomas  cawdrey  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  And  for  their 
pay  nes  taking  I  will  they  have  either  of  them  £f our  tie  poundes  a  piece 

And  I  make  myne  Overseers  to  see  that  my  Executors  doo  truly  performe 
this  my  last  Will  &  testament  I  doo  orden  John  Butler  John  ffisher  William 
ffrekulton  &  Thomas  powell  gentlemen  myne  overseers  and  for  their  paynes  taken 
herin  I  give  them  ffourty  shillings  a  piece  And  likewise  I  doo  make  Eobart 
Sheldon  and  John  Grene  overseers  as  the  rest  and  give  to  either  of  them  ffourty 
shillings  a  piece 


THE    BLACK    iuu>l<    OF    WAHWWK.  IT'.) 


Aiul  1  forgive  Robart  Sheldon  &  his  mother  for  his  father's  debt  wh  is 
five  nobles 

Item  Nicolas  Marell  shall  have  ijs  for  Gods  sake  only 

And  also  I  give  to  Thomas  Harrys  wief  for  Clods  sake  only  other  ij~ 

Item  I  have  a  peare  of  ciirrall  beades  in  keping  of  Ales  ffraunce  and  I  will 
that  my  Executors  doo  deliver  the  same  beades  having  sufficient  discharge  for 
the  same 


The  last  moments  of  Thomas  Oken 

(•Timiin stances  totuching  After  wch  dedes  so  made  sealid  deliuerid  and  season  of 

lb.  (DIuns  last  ffilill  the  land  taken  by  the  ffeoffes  And  his  said  Will  put  in  writing 
by  the  sonne  of  Eobart  Phillips  and  in  the  lief  tyme  of  the  said  Oken  openly  red 
before  him  in  the  presence  of  manye  namely  Eaffe  Griffyne  preacher  a  gentleman 
for  his  great  learning  &  rare  lief  singulerly  recomendid  Thomas  Powell  Thomas 
Cawdrey  Mary  ffisher  Margaret  cawdrey  John  bailies  And  by  the  said  Thomas 
Oken  pronouncid  to  be  his  last  will  &  testament  weU  hapned  the  rather  for  that 
the  same  Thomas  Oken  being  somewhat  weeke  &  waxing  very  sick  sent  for  divers 
his  freends  of  which  some  came  namely  M1'  Griffyn  &  others  who  both  pswading 
him  to  take  his  sicklies  as  the  gentle  visitacion  of  almighty  god  and  to  dispose  & 
sett  some  order  for  his  tempall  goods  wch  the  said  Oken  said  he  had  doone  And 
theruppon  callid  for  his  will  to  be  brought  before  him  wheruppon  his  srunt  Agnes 
catur  fetchid  out  of  a  (  )  twoo  roles  of  paper  writen  wch  being  shewid  to  the 

said  Oken  he  said  "their  is  my  will"  wcU  being  openyd  theyre  appered  twoo 
willes  being  both  writen  and  bearing  one  date  And  being  redd  examyned  and 
conferrid  openly  togither  before  &  in  the  presence  &  hearing  of  the  said  Oken  & 
others  present  and  the  one  red  by  (  )and  the  other  lookid  upon  by  (  )  It 
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fell  out  that  there  wore  some  fewe  legacyes  more  in  the  one  then  was  in  the  other 
and  that  they  differed  in  a  very  fewe  woords  ells  though  not  much  in  substance 
The  difference  wherof  appearing  to  those  present  It  was  told  by  M1'  Griffyn  or 
Mr  powell  or  both  to  the  said  Oken  that  there  were  more  legacyes  in  the  one 
than  wore  in  the  other  And  therfore  askid  his  mynd  which  of  those  should  stand 

f  lu  luoorbs  of  iT.  ©hen  f°r  &  ue  hi*  las^  wiU  To  the  wch  The  said  Oken  being  in  very 
to  ijfcl'.ur  tbc  last  pfett  sence  it  understanding  &  well  hable  to  expresse  his  mynd 
by  woordes  aunswered  and  said  That  that  hath  the  more  in  it 
Wheruppon  bothe  the  said  papers  being  rolid  up  agayne  were  deliuered  to  the 
mayde  to  be  laid  upp  w  h  was  done  acordingly  And  so  the  said  Oken  languishing 
&  waxing  more  febler  in  thend  w'hin  xxtv  houres  after  decesid  making  no  other 
will  in  writing  Though  in  the  meane  space  (as  this  writer  is  enformed)  uppon 
mocyon  made  unto  him  to  be  good  to  the  srunt  Agnes  Catur  he  gave  her  the  lease 
of  his  house  and  his  whole  terme  that  he  had  in  it  and  all  other  things  in  the 

botoc  l<  ffisher  oio  first     sa'd   house  (mony    plate  &  writings    exceptid)    Before   whose 

unocrst-.inb     of    the     depting  Thomas  powell  came  (folio  19,1)  to  John  ffisher  &  tolde 

rcposio  iii  hnm     him  that  Mr  Oken  was  very  sick  and  was  desirous  to  speake  wl 

him  and  that  the  said  Oken  had  made  his  will  woh  he  had  hearde 

wherin  he  had  putt  him  wth  others  in  some  trust  as  his  overseers  to  his  Executors 

and  by  the  same  will  had  given  very  large  legacyes  but  howe  the  same  shalbe 

pformed  he  doubtid  fearing  least  the  will  being  made  by  a  boye  without  any 

further  counsell  had  not  in  it  sufficient  woordes  &  forme  And  said  further  that  he 

be  tart  of  f .  jjototil     pcevid  that  M1'  Oken  had  some  care  that  waye  for  he  had  often 

t   the    ffiUill     callid  for  Rob1  Sheldon  as  though  his  mynde  had  bene  to  have 

either  alterid  some  matter  in  the  wills  orells  to  have  had  some 

further  advise  therin  ffor  wch  cause  the  rather  the  said  Mr  Powell  desyred  the 

said  John  ffisher  to   tak  the  paynes  to  goo  to  M1'  Oken  Wheruppon  the  same 

ffisher  togither  wUl  the  said  Mr  Powell  went  to  Mr  Oken  whom  they  found  as 

though  he  woold  slop-  but  in  great  passions  &  many  tymes  sodenly  awaking  To 

whom  the  said  ffisher  spak  and  after  he  had  askid  him  howe  he  did  The  said 
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His] ici'  said  to  the  said  Oken  "  I  understand  you  were  desirous  to  speke  wlh  me  " 
"  ^  ea  "  said  he  "  but  nowe  it  must  be  an  other  tyme  "  an  1  so  slombring  as  it. 
were  the  said  ffisher  deptid  from  him  leaving  there  such  as  gaped  for  that  they 
had  long  longid  for  (as  it  may  seme)  by  their  doings  Bithens  And  afterwards  the 
Baid  Oken  falling  euery  houre  weaker  &  weaker  at  last  losl  his  speache  wheruppon 
the  said  Mr  Powell  came  eftsones  to  the  said  ffisher  and  told  him  therof  making 
great  care  that  the  will  might  take  effect  acording  to  the  mynde  of  the  man 
which  he  Eearid  woold  hardly  he  performed  except  some  carefull  men  woold  tak 
some  paynes  therin  Wheruppon  the  said  ffisher  as  one  put  in  trust  (but  specially 
having  a  great  desire  that  the  towne  of  Warwik  &  other  who  were  to  tak  benefit 
therby  might  receve  that  comodytie  wch  was  ment  unto  them  thought  it  good  to 
travaill  their  acording  to  his  liability  and  sending  for  Willm  ffrekulton  an  other 
of  the  overseers  the  said  ffisher  &  powell  went  to  Mr  balief  then  being  Thomas 
a  he  emmmq  of  the  Jenks(a>  desiring  his  assistance  in  this  case  And  so  the  said  Mr 
oiuvsccrs  to  the  bouse  Jenks  ffisher  Powell  &  ffrekulton  came  to  the  house  of  the  said 
of  iTho.  ®bn  Oken  before  he  was  dead  but  spechles  where  at  the  dore  they 

founde  M1'  Griffyn  of  whom  they  askid  the  state  of  the  said  Oken  who  declarid 
his  opynion  that  he  was  no  use  of  this  worlde  and  so  farre  spent  that  he  had 
nowe  no  sence  uppon  wch  woordes  the  said  ffisher  brake  out  &  said  "I  am 
enformed  that  M1'  Oken  hath  made  a  large  will  &  disposed  his  goodes  to  many 
good  &  charitable  purposes  And  that  youe  M1'  Griffen  have  seene  his  will"  All 
which  the  said  Mr  Griffin  confessed  wishing  that  the  same  might  take  the  same 
effect  ffor  wcU  pupose  said  ffisher  wee  are  nowe  come  mynding  to  further  the 
same  asmuch  as  we  may  wherin  also  we  pray  yo1'  furtherance  &  helpe  And 
forsomuch  as  I  understand  that  he  hath  put  me  wth  others  in  some  more  trust 
than  I  lookid  for  (though  it  be  litle)  and  that  I  never  hitherto  have  bene  privye 
to  his  state  I  beseche  you  be  some  meane  that  I  may  see  the  will  wch  being  writen 
twice  as  I  here  I  woold  the  one  part  might  be  in  such  keping  as  herafter  might  be 

(a)  In  the  Margin  of  folio  138  he  is  called  Thomas  Hankinson,  als  Jenks,  and  under  the  former 
name  he  is  entered  in  the  list  of  Bailiffs. 
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a  Eule  to  order  &  rule  such  as  he  hath  put  in  trust  if  they  willd  'otherwise  deale 
than  they  should  which  oppynyon  was  liked  of  all  the  companye  who  conseutid 
to  szoo  toother  unto  the  house  &  to  treate  wth  Thomas  cawdrey  &  the  wief  of  the 
said  ffillippes  (because  that  Phillips  himself  was  then  from  home)  So  they  the 
Bailief  Mr  Griffyn  John  ffisher  Thorns  Powell  William  ffrekulton  went  into  the 
house  where  they  founde  divers  others  acompanyeng  the  said  cawdrey  Phillips' 

Snetbt  nsxb  to  8tnrgcro  w^  *  others  To  whom  the  said  ffisher  spack  saing  "  Mrs  Phillips 
phnlips  &  8 i-io-  &  neighbo1'  cook  I  peeve  that  Mr  Oken  god  comfort  him  is  not  like 
Cafolrten  to  recover  But  hath  disposid  his  mynd  very  godly  and  charitably 

as  I  have  heard  say  And  hath  made  his  will  wherin  he  hath  put  you  specially  in 
trust  as  Executors  to  pforme  the  same  and  wtu  you  others  as  I  am  enformid 
myself  Mr  Powell  Mr  ffrekulton  &  others  as  overseers  your  partes  &  ours  are  to  be 
so  myndfull  therof  as  acording  to  the  trust  reposid  in  us  we  may  so  behave 
orselfes  as  bothe  to  please  god  &  satisfie  thexpectacion  of  the  world  ffor  myne 
owne  part  I  doo  knowe  very  litle  or  nothing  of  Mr  Oken's  state  of  wealth  and 
vet  lesse  understood  till  this  day  that  he  wolde  repose  any  trust  in  me  that  waye 
(though  sometimes  he  woold  save  he  myndid  so  to  doo)  wch  than  I  took  but  as 
his  phrase  to  please  some  men  w'hall  And  as  I  knowe  not  herof  So  youe  bothe  do 
knowe  that  I  am  in  debt  to  Mr  Oken  &  do  owe  him  C1'  for  wch  he  hath  sufficient 
assurance  &  such  things  in  pawne  of  myne  as  I  loke  to  have  agayne  upon  the 
payni1  of  the  monye  ffor  wcU  causes  I  thought  good  to  speak  wl  you  before  this 
company  praying  you  to  let  me  see  the  wille  to  be  therby  bothe  satisfied  and  also 
to  understand  what  part  &  office  I  have  to  doo  therin  wcl1  I  will  be  redy  to  pforme 
god  willing  to  the  uttermost  of  my  powr  (folio  122)  Than  spak  M>  Phillips  sayng 
"  Yea  forsoothe  M1'  Oken  hath  made  his  will  &  sett  all  things  straight  I  warraunt 
you  youe  nede  not  care  he  was  a  fery  wise  man  and  hath  left  all  things  well  "  I 
am  the  more  glad  said  ffisher  And  I  pray  you  let  me  see  the  wille  for  my 
satisffveng  To  w'1'  she  answerid  "  the  will  is  layd  upp  and  I  woold  be  lothe  to 
medle  wl  yt  tyll  my  husbond  come  home"  And  so  said  cawdrey  likewise  Yet  at 

the  mancr  of  Commig  the  last  upon  some  further  perswacions  usici  the  willes  were 
brought  fourth  by  the  said  Phillips  wief  and  cawdrey  who  before 
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that  tyme  had  taken  bhera  and  all  tlio  keys  of  chests  cupboards  &  other  plaices 
from  M1'  Oken's  mayde  So  the  same  wills  were  openyd  &  redd  the  one  being 
lookid  uppon  by  Mr  Griffyn  the  other  redd  by  John  ffisher  who  founde  the 
difference  in  maner  as  before  is  reportid  And  when  the  willes  had  bene  so  redd 
they  present  agreid  to  put  their  hands  unto  them  to  thend  they  might  testify 
what  they  had  seene  And  so  M1'  bailief  made  his  mark  M1"  Griffyn  John  ffisher 
Thorns  Powell  &  Willm  ffrekulton  put  to  their  hands  &  mark  wch  done  the  same 
willes  were  rolid  up  again  as  before  they  were  and  either  bound  about  wl  a  string 
the  knot  of  wch  string  was  coverid  wl  waxe  and  sealid  in  the  psence  of  the  said 

o^nr  paper  bchnib  to  cawdrey  Phillips  wief  &  many  others  And  after  some  dilatorye 
phillips  luirf  speche  usid  The  said  ffisher  holding  both  the  said  willes  said 

"  Mrs  Phillips  yo1'  husbond  &  Thomas  cook  are  put  in  trust  specially  by  M1'  Oken 
wu  matters  of  no  small  weight  but  such  as  require  faithfull  &  carefull  paynes 
who  being  now  from  home  it  stondith  you  uppon  to  have  the  more  care  And 
therfore  to  thend  you  that  be  Executors  may  both  the  better  knowe  what  ye 
should  doo  &  in  what  maner  I  think  it  convenient  (the  case  stonding  as  it  doth) 
that  you  should  have  one  part  of  the  will  yn  keaping  untill  yo1'  husbond  come 
home  till  wch  tyme  I  trust  youe  will  all  agree  togither  And  for  the  other  part  I 

Cabornis  ©lovbs  &  bicause  there  be  many  things  that  towch  the  towne  I  will 
bebabnor  upon  the  desire  M1' bailief  here  safely  to  kepe  "  Naye  by  gods  blood  " 
toitbolbing  the  WxW  said  Thomas  cawdrey  "I  will  have  that"  &  snatched  at  it 
m  ""m  "  Neighbo1'  cook  "  said  ffisher  "  the  will  shalbe  furthcomyng  and 

as  safe  as  if  you  had  it"  And  therwtu  the  said  ffisher  deliverid  to  Phillips  wief 
the  one  paper  and  to  M1'  Jenks  the  other  wth  which  doing  bothe  the  said  cawdrey 

a  be  bebabnour  &  &  ^s  wief  and  the  wief  of  the  said  Phillips  were  much  movid 
ototvagc  of  pbillips  insomuch  that  cawdrey  said  there  should  none  be  carried  out  of 
toirf  Coolus  tuieff  &  the  house  and  that  he  woolde  have  it  And  wl  that  the  doore  was 
shutt  And  cawdrey  snatching  at  the  part  that  was  in  M1'  Jenks 
hand  tare  a  piece  of  the  paper  at  the  end  wch  notw'stonding  M1'  bailief  being 
eftsones  requyred  safely  to  kepe  so  did  This  trowblid  so  much  the  unresonable 
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woouien  that  they  stickid  not  to  say  that  if  Mr  Oken  did  ever  speak  agayn  the 
tovvue  should  have  no  one  grote  of  his  goods  nor  land  neither  if  they  could 
helpe  it  And  therwtb  went  into  the  chamh1'  where  the  man  laye  in  extreme 
--  >ns  And  there  cryed  out  ruhbid  him  using  all  the  meanes  they  could  devise 
to  torment  him  &  so  to  make  him  speak  if  it  were  possible  using  such  outcryes  & 
scriches  that  not  only  all  the  house  was  trowblid  &  disquietid  but  also  a  great 
part  of  the  neighbo1'*  in  the  streat  woondrid  to  here  them  All  wch  did  nothing  move 
the  bailief  &  his  other  company  to  yeld  them  their  desire  but  rather  gave  them 
cause  to  think  no  good  intencion  in  such  persones  as  weregrevid  wth  that  indifferent 
dealing  The  parfitt  &  last  will  so  come  by  was  brought  awaye  by  the  said  Mr  Jenks 
then  bailief  who  kept  the  same  in  his  possession  almost  three  moneths  after  In 
wch  meane  tyme  bothe  the  said  ffisher  and  other  the  overseers  had  often  bene  in 
hand  wth  Phillips  &  the  said  cawdrey  to  performe  the  same  acording  to  the  trust 


And  first  of  all  ymediatly  uppon  the  death  of  the  said  Oken  the  very  next 
morning  after  (by  wcb  tyme  the  said  cawdreye  &  Phillips  wief  had  somewhat  let 
downe  their  collor)  they  came  to  the  said  ffisher  signifieng  the  death  of  the  man 
&  that  they  were  myndid  to  kepe  him  unburyed  twoo  or  three  dayes  untill  the 
comyng  home  of  Phillips  (whom  she  said  she  had  sent  for)  and  the  better  to  kepe 
the  body  they  had  caused  him  to  be  openyd  &  bowellid  &  otherwise  prepared 
aswell  as  they  might  And  therfore  desired  thadvise  of  the  said  ffisher  bothe  what 
provision  should  be  made  &  in  what  maner  the  corps  should  be  buryed  and 
what  in  the  meane  tyme  was  to  be  done  wtu  his  goods  In  all  wch  points  the  said 
ffisher  gave  them  his  best  advise  wherof  they  semed  to  allowe  &  followe  till  the 
comyng  home  of  the  said  Phillips  who  cam  home  the  fryday  night  about  ix  or 
Ho.  ybilips  cart  after  x  of  the  clock  and  making  no  long  abode  at  his  owne  house  went 
from  thens  to  the  house  of  the  said  Oken  to  bewaile  the  corpes 
w'-'h  he  could  not  long  behold  for   sorrow  as   I  suppose    In  such   maner  that 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK.  L85 

nothing  could  comfort  him  but  the  present  sight  of  the  old  gold  and  glittering 
silver  he  knewe  to  be  there  &  woh  he  in  his  boots  spurres  &  all  wUl  Ins 
oompanyon  so  hastid  as  scarcely  woold  drink  before  he  might  have  some 
Eruicyon  that  way  And  so  (folio  123)  going  into  the  Inner  chambr  where  the 
mony  it  plate  laye  they  twoo  \vtu  the  sonne  of  the  said  cawdrey  (their  clerk) 
shult  fast  &  Lockid  the  doore  to  them  And  than  openyd  the  chestes  and  did 
further  what  likid  them  dividing  the  shares  wtu  which  the  Mayde  Anne  cater 
mislikid  and  tolde  them  playnly  that  they  did  not  acording  to  the  trust  reposid 
by  her  late  M1"  to  whom  they  had  made  promise  that  all  the  overseers  should 
he  present  &  privye  wth  them  at  the  openyng  of  his  chestes  to  thend  it  might 
appere  what  they  should  receue  and  that  there  was  sufficient  to  dischardge  all 
things  wherof  they  made  than  little  regarde  newes  of  this  behavio1'  was  brought 
to  Thomas  Powell  who  told  Jhn  ffisher  therof  and  they  twoo  sent  for  William 
ffrekulton  and  so  they  three  about  eleven  of  the  clok  came  into  the  house  where 
they  found  bothe  the  wiefs  &  divers  acompanyeng  them  resonably  merye 
whiles    their   husbonds    were    otherwise    occupied    And    so    the    said    ffisher 

powell  &  ffrekulton  passing  by  thern  went  to  the  chambr  doore 

CL  be  nranrv   of   tomimg 
&   surd  rs    of    '^io      w°h  tneY  found  made  fast  not  only  wl  lock  but  w*  other  things 
ffishrv  cTho.   poiucll     barred  wlhin  At  wch  doore  they  knockid  twoo  or  three  tymes 
ft  iSft.  ffvchulton  to     before  any   bodie  woold   speake  notw'stonding   that    the    said 
tlm-cmtovs  ffisher  &  others  had  callid  to  them  by  name  At  last  the  said 

ffisher  callid  for  something  to  breake  downe  the  doore  and  wmall  gave  a  great 
russhe  wth  that  said  Phillippes  Who  is  there  here  is  said  ffisher  I  &  such  other  as 
woold  come  in  here  is  no  busynes  for  you  said  Phillippes  Well  said  ffisher  open 
the  doore  orells  I  will  breake  it  downe  What  woold  you  have  said  Phillips  we 

iiibz  mmxei  of  DbUlbs     wiU  come  in  said  ffisher  and  see  yor  doings  Who  are  you  said 

ft  it  utobrcu  ft  %tr     Pillips  yo11  knowe  us  well  enough  said  ffisher  who  are  you  said 

gUsfoexs  to  tbeober-     Phillips  or  names  said  they  are  ffisher  powell  &  ffrekulton  Oh 

said  Phillips  are  you   there  I  crye  yo11  mercye  and   wth   that 

openyd  the  doore  In  this  meane  tyme  they  had  shuffled  upp  all  their  geare  &  put 
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it  into  the  chests  agayne  so  as  when  the  dore  was  openid  nothing  was  abrode 
.Suncb  nsib  to  time-  Than  said  ffisher  M1'  Phillips  youe  were  put  in  trust  by  Mr  oken 
tutors bn  j»ohn  ffisiuv  truly  to  execute  his  will  wth  this  yor  ptener  and  he  hath  left  you 
their  ^nnsfocrc  no  doubt  a  great  substance  to  do  it  wmall  as  I  gesse  knowing 
him  to  be  bo  wise  to  give  away  &  bequethe  so  much  wlhout  he  had  it  so  to  do  and 
to  thend  it  might  appere  he  left  sufficient  his  mynd  was  (as  we  are  enformed) 
that  youe  should  have  witnesses  wtu  you  at  the  opening  of  his  cofers  wcl1  he  willid 
to  be  those  that  he  put  in  trust  as  overseers  or  selfs  that  be  here  &  some  others 
as  you  knowe  In  which  his  meaning  was  to  discharge  you  of  the  speach  that 
otherwise  might  growe  of  youe  by  such  as  perhappes  woold  saye  theire  came 
more  to  yor  handes  than  did  orells  perhaps  least  you  should  forgett  what  you 
founde  wherein  as  the  man  ment  bothe  honestly  &  well  So  in  aunswering  the 
trust  he  reposid  in  youe  It  had  bene  well  doone  if  you  had  followid  his  mynde 
therin  wcb  youe  have  not  doone  but  w'hout  making  any  pson  more  than  yo1'  selves 
pryvie  have  sought  the  umbles  of  all  An  evill  token  in  the  begynuyng  that  you 
will  procede  extraordinarely  Therfore  we  are  come  nowe  to  you  to  requyre  you 
to  deale  so  as  bothe  may  aunswer  his  expectacions  and  be  yo1'  owne  discharg  and 
lett  us  be  privie  of  his  state  wth  you  woh  if  it  fall  not  out  so  largely  as  is  lookid 
for  wee  shalbe  hable  uppon  viewe  therof  to  reaport  acordingly  Otherwise  if  it  be 
a  M1  more  we  are  not  to  ympech  you  of  it  nor  mynde  in  dede  to  be  yo1'  hinderance 
of  any  onepennye  Well  said  Phillippe  I  knewe  M1'  Okens  mynde  herein  sufficiently 
before  and  I  think  you  have  li tie  to  do  in  the  matter  knowing  that  we  be  Executors 
who  must  tak  the  charg  therof  Yet  said  Agnes  Cater  my  maisters  mynde  was 
that  there  should  be  no  one  chest  openyd  untill  all  his  overseers  were  present 
aswell  as  youe  Well  said  Phillips  you  may  holde  yo1'  peace  youe  medle  more  than 
nede  Well  Mr  Phillips  said  ffisher  your  chardge  is  not  small  for  by  that  I  gesse 
by  reading  the  will  the  legacyes  will  come  to  iiijc  or  vc  H  and  howe  that  may  be 
resid  in  this  house  is  to  be  considerid  of  ff'or  you  knowe  well  he  had  nother  oxe 
nor  shepe  horse  cowe  nor  calf  nor  any  maner  quick  catell  he  had  no  corne  his 
wares  in  the  shopp  of  little  value  &  howshold  stuff  not  much  woorth  &  yet  that 


THE    BLACK    HOOK    OF    W  [BWICK.  L87 

given  away  TJio  substance  therfore  that  must  aunswer  this  must,  be  feisid  of 
monye  plate  Juells  &  debts  w11  if  be  so  much  as  to  satisfye  all  things  &  content 
you  to  It  is  right  well  And  it  stondith  youe  uppon  to  consider  of  it  in  tyrae  In 
good  faithe  said  Phillips  I  think  there  be  litle  enough  and  so  said  cawdrey  also 
Well  said  ffysher  and  the  rest  if  you  doubt  of  it  It  is  not  amis  if  youe  lett  us  see 
&  be  privy  wtb  you  Otherwise  we  must  think  that  you  deale  not  well  and  must 
nedes  report  that  having  alredy  riflid  as  you  have  done  you  found  that  you  will 
not  be  acknoweu  of  By  my  trouth  saith  Phillippes  I  doubtid  at  tire  first  howe  wee 
should  be  hable  to  aunswer  so  many  legacyes  as  be  in  his  will  and  was  in  great 
feare  of  it  untill  we  found  in  Mr  Okens  owne  hand  writing  in  twoo  places  what 
his  monye  was  &  nowe  we  fynde  that  his  monye  &  his  writing  agreid  and  therfore 
wee  think  there  wolbe  verye  (folio  124)  nere  enough  to  aunswer  euery  man  save 
o1'  selfs  And  as  for  us  seing  he  hath  put  us  in  trust  wee  will  prove  his  will  if  it 
cost  us  xlH  a  pece  of  or  owne  purses  (of  this  John  ffisher  took  some  hold  who  and 
the  rest  of  the  companye  well  knew  that  before  that  tyme  xlu  was  not  easily  to 
be  sparid  by  them  bothe  who  were  redier  to  borrow  before  than  to  lend  Than 
said  ffisher  why  should  youe  say  that  you  woold  doo  it  if  it  cost  you  xlu  a  piece 
It  is  well  knowen  that  Mr  oken  wold  not  put  you  to  it  to  procure  yor  owne  charge 
but  for  you  some  benefiting  and  therfore  say  not  so  Yet  sayd  they  both  we  think 
(as  farre  as  we  can  peeve  yet)  that  we  shalbe  scarce  savers  &  yet  bestowe  all  or 
labo1'  That  were  against  all  reson  said  ffisher  but  if  you  think  so  we  will  devise 
away  that  you  shalbe  bothe  savers  &  gayners  &  yet  dischargid  of  the  trowble  to 
howe  so  said  Phillips  Mary  said  ffisher  if  it  be  true  that  you  report  that  Mr  Oken 
did  leave  notes  in  writing  of  such  monye  as  he  had  And  that  you  fynd  the  monye 
acording  to  his  writing  deliver  us  those  writings  &  the  monye  plate  Juells  &  all 
other  things  that  he  left  wfchout  keping  any  thing  from  us  And  wee  will  take 
uppon  us  to  pay  to  either  of  you  for  yo1'  xlu  one  hundreth  marks  a  piece  And 
wilbe  bound  and  put  in  sufficient  sureties  to  pforme  all  the  rest  his  will  in  a  short 
tyme  and  to  discharg  you  of  all  things  You  will  not  said  Phillips  &  his  partener 
We  will  said  the  other  &  you  shall  have  the  vjc  marks  tomorrowe  next  Well  said 
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they  bothe  you  might  haply  be  so  decevid  but  inasmuch  as  he  bathe  put  us  in 
trust  we  will  take  it  uppon  us  what  soever  come  of  it  Well  than  said  ffisher  we 
eftsoues  requyre  you  to  lett  us  be  pryvie  to  yor  doings  orells  wee  might  reaport 
you  meane  not  well  I  trust  said  Phillips  you  do  not  mistrust  us  and  tomorrow  if  you 
will  you  shalbe  privy  for  we  will  make  a  note  &  shew  it  to  you  To  be  privy  that 
way  said  (fisher  will  not  satisfy  us  who  are  in  trust  as  well  as  you  though  not  in 
the  same  office  and  wee  doo  assure  our  selves  That  if  you  doo  otherwise  than  you 
should  we  shalbe  trowblid  wth  complaints  against  you  wch  we  woold  prevent  if  it 
might  be  and  so  save  your  creadites  &  our  owne  to  And  therfore  to  be  short  if 
you  will  not  make  us  privye  we  will  kepe  you  from  seing  any  further  this  night 
-  long  as  by  some  further  auctorytie  we  will  have  more  witnesses  wth  us  Why 
will  you  do  so  said  Phillips  I  trust  you  think  that  we  are  Executors  and  owe  to 
tak  order  for  the  pfoiniance  of  the  will  and  no  man  can  clay  me  any  thing  from 
us  but  by  the  will  And  than  why  should  any  man  be  pryvy  wth  us  ffor  if  wee  tak 
uppon  us  to  be  Executors  wee  must  pay  the  legacyes  whither  we  fynd  so  much 
or  not  And  if  we  fynd  more  it  is  our  owne  &  no  man  can  take  it  from  us  There 
is  none  of  us  said  tiisher  that  desireth  any  thing  from  youe  nor  we  woold  not 
have  desired  to  be  privy  if  the  dead  man  had  not  so  specially  desired  but  insomuch 
as  he  so  willid  and  that  for  so  good  a  purpose  (as  we  gather)  surely  we  mynd  to 
doo  our  parts  and  doo  what  we  may  that  his  good  mynd  may  be  pformed  Why 
said  Phillips  we  mynde  to  pforme  his  will  to  the  uttermost  That  well  apperith 
saith  ffisher  whan  youe  breke  it  at  the  first  Whie  said  Phillips  what  woold  ye 
have  us  to  doo  ffulfill  the  mynd  of  the  man  that  put  you  in  trust  said  ffisher 
bothe  in  making  us  privy  &  so  pforming  the  rest  ffor  if  you  will  not  doo  it  we  will 
see  it  doon  Than  said  Phillips  yf  you  will  give  us  leave  we  will  do  all  things  as 
you  woold  have  it  in  tyme  What  tyme  said  ffisher  Marry  said  Phillips  we  will 
prove  the  will  in  the  begynnyng  of  the  next  terme  at  the  ferthest  And  we  will  not 
have  one  peny  of  the  legacyes  unpaid  betwixt  this  and  candlemas  next  howe  may 
that  appere  said  ffisher  mary  said  Phillips  we  will  be  bound  to  yt  And  theruppon 
here  I  give  you  my  hand  wherupon  M1'  powell  &  M1"  ffrekulton  &  the  said  ffisher 
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fuithici  pmige  of  ihr  somewhat  relentid  and  were  movid  bhe  rather  to  yeld  to  their 
jfcenrtora  to  probe  *  Request  So  as  the  said  ffisher  said  to  them  will  you  in  A<-<\>' 
fulfill  ihr  Bfiaui  in  prove  the  will  in  the  beging  of  miehilmas  terme  next  wlhout 
further  delaye  &  paye  all  the  legacy  before  candlemas  next  Yea 
by  God  will  we  said  they  And  therupon  gave  to  the  said  ffisher  powell  .V-  ffrekulton 
their  hands  promising  hy  the  faith  of  a  cristian  man  and  as  they  are  honest  meu 
they  will  prove  the  will  before  miehilmas  terme  end  and  pay  all  legacyes  before 
candlemas  WcU  for  that  tyme  satisfied  the  said  ffisher  powell  &  ffrekulton  who 
theruppon  left  them  &  cam  away  about  two  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  wher- 
uppon  the  said  Phillips  &  cawdrey  returned  to  their  busy nes  agayne  contynewing 
there  till  the  break  of  day  And  than  began  to  part  the  plate  &  mony  &  put  the 
writings  into  chests  &  carried  them  from  theire  to  theire  owne  houses  leving  than 
the  body  behind  them  to  be  kept  wth  fewer  kepers  by  all  their  companye  Nowe 

numerators  begun  to  after  the  buriall  done  the  said  Phillips  &  cawdrey  begon  to 
q«««U  quarell  wtb  the  mayde  of  the  said  Thomas  Okeus  saing  that  she 

had  conveid  divers  things  from  them  and  denyeng  her  to  have  any  right  to  the 
household  stuff  &  other  things  given  by  her  said  maister  and  saing  that  she  should 
have  nothing  there  but  what  they  woold  give  her  Wheruppon  she  complanyd  her 
aswell  to  Mr  Griffyn  as  to  the  overseers  Who  theruppon  came  to  the  house  (folio 
125)  to  take  some  order  for  their  quietnes  where  after  some  woords  of  unkyndnes 
utterid  betwene  thexecutors  wiefs  &  the  said  mayde  The  said  Mr  Griffyn  &  over- 

^oremeiti  betbjene  the  seers  qualiefieng  them  sett  them  at  one  (as  it  semyd)  and  orderid 
uhecutovs  ^  |ttt  that  the  mayde  should  have  all  the  houshold  stuff  as  beds 
©hems  munb  bedsteds  shetes  &  aptens  &c  and  all  brasse  latten  pewter  and  all 

thapparell  of  the  said  Thomas  Okens  given  to  her  &  all  fourmes  tables  stools  &c 
and  also  all  lynnen  all  woU  was  presed  by  Indifferent  men  and  on  Inventorye  was 
therof  taken  &  deliverid  to  the  said  Executors  all  wch  did  amount  scarcely  to 
viij1'  and  also  she  should  have  the  woode  both  in  the  backside  &  at  the  doore  all 
wob  was  iudgid  to  be  given  her  by  her  said  late  maister  But  as  towelling  the  wares 
the  shoppe  being  also  of  very  litle  value  they  were  apointid  to  be  to  thexecutors 


190  THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

who  therupon  took  them  saving  such  as  of  their  owne  acord  they  gave  to  the 
mayde  being  in  dede  And  so  after  all  the  house  serchid  thorough  by 

the  said  Executors  they  contentid  themselfs  wth  those  things  they  founde  &  were 
apointid  to  them  and  so  fell  to  good  agream1  \vtu  the  said  Mayd  Agnes  Catur  And 
yeldid  that  she  should  have  all  things  given  by  her  said  maister  and  all  that  nowe 
was  allottid  unto  her  as  houshold  stuff  And  also  of  their  owne  mocyon  &  freewill 
thev  gave  her  over  &  besides  the  things  allottid  unto  her  a  ring  of  gold  that  was 
her  said  maisters  wcb  being  in  their  owne  possession  &  keping  they  deliverid  unto 
her  in  the  psence  of  (  ) 

and  so  acordid  for  a  tyme  in  good  &  frendly  maner  But  afterwards  whan  they  had 
gotten  asmuch  as  they  could  into  their handes  and  that  they  thought  themselfes 
so  sure  of  all  things  as  no  man  coulde  procure  or  acquyre  any  thing  from  them 
w'hout  sute  of  law  (wcb  sute  they  thought  no  man  woold  comence  partly  for  that 
where  any  thing  Was  given  by  the  will  to  any  pvate  persons)  they  were  so  poore 
or  of  so  smale  value  as  they  thought  were  not  hable  to  sue  for  the  same  and  those 
things  that  were  of  any  value  were  given  to  corn  on  uses  and  therfore  no  p'vate 
pson  woold  be  either  at  charge  or  care  to  follow  for  the  same  they  satt  downe  by 
yt  and  woold  neither  prove  the  will  nor  pay  any  legacy  therin  bequethed  Wherof 

domphimis  m.tbc  to  complaynt  being  made  by  divers  to  the  overseers  the  said  over- 
time obcrscrrs  seers  &  specially  John  ffisher  exhortid  the  said  Executors  by  all 

ttbort-.uons  &  requests  frendly  meanes  that  they  could  devise  to  have  care  of  their 
m-.ioc  by  tin  obersccrs  conscience  &  creadites  both  wcU  were  towched  bicause  they  did 
not  behave  themselfs  acording  to  the  trust  in  them  reposid 
neither  in  proving  or  Executing  of  the  will  woh  was  much  notid  and  grevously 
complanyd  upon  Wherunto  they  aunswerid  that  they  woold  prove  the  will  assone 
as  was  possible  and  woold  aunswer  euevry  bequest  &  legacye  acordingly  assone 
as  they  could  get  in  the  debts  that  were  owing  to  Mr  oken  which  they  said  were 
many  To  wcb  such  answeres  they  untill  michilmas  terme  cam  whan  the 

said  ffisher  supposid  that  they  woold  have  provid  the  will  acording  to  their 
former  promise  wch  terme  come  &  gone  they  did  prove  no  will  In  that  meane  tyme 
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(Mm  ill.-  chaunge  of  the  bailief  of  warwik  bo  whom  &  bis  successors  M'  oken  bad 
bequethd  crten  plate  It  was  fcherfore  thought  good  hy  bhe  bailief  and  the  pryncipall 

bcluvn  of  ihc  plate  burgesses  that  a  demaund  should  be  made  for  thu  said  plate  to 

be  deliverid  openly  on  Alholowday  \v(h  was  done  acordingly  which  plate  bhe  said 
Executors  very  unwillingly  as  it  might  seme  did  then  deliver  after  some  fryvolos 
excuse  &  after  a  bond  made  unto  them  by  humfrey  crane  than  newly  sworne 
bailief  to  whom  the  said  plate  was  deliverid  to  be  kept  &  usid  for  his  yere  of 

bnmmnb  of  tiic  igli  baliwik  After  wch  tyme  whan  the  bailief  &  pryncipall  burgesses 

mett  in  their  counsaill  house  for  such  causes  as  they  had  to  doo  for  the  towne 
emongs  other  things  the  said  ffisher  for  &  in  the  name  of  the  rest  requyred  the 
said  Phillips  one  of  thexecutors  to  pay  the  C1'  due  to  the  towne  &  the  other 
legacyes  bequethed  to  the  use  of  the  said  towne  by  the  said  M1'  oken  wch  the  said 
Phillips  said  they  could  not  yet  pay  bicause  they  could  not  gett  in  the  debts 
wherin  he  desired  the  ayde  of  M1'  Bailief  &  the  overseers  for  such  things  specially 

bihtoni  mmsfoers  tofo-  as  were  owing  in  &  about  the  towne  woh  was  promised  acordingly 
chinci  the  pbing  of  tin  At  wch  tyme  it  was  demaundid  of  the  said  Phillips  whither  they 
SftiJI  had  provid  the  will  wcl1  he  confessid  that  they  had  not  done  as 

yet  But  woold  prove  it  in  candlemas  terme  wlhout  any  doubt  and  will  pay  all 
things  by  Easter  or  sone  after  Wherunto  they  were  ernestly  advised  in  avoiding 
that  fowle  speche  that  went  on  them  After  woh  tyme  the  said  overseers  many 
tymes  requyred  the  said  Executors  to  prove  the  will  &  pay  the  legacyes  to  such 
poore  people  as  thought  long  for  the  same  wck  they  also  very  earnestly  &  often 
promised  to  do  spedily  So  the  tyme  passid  on  untill  hillary  terme  came  when  the 
said  Phillips  and  the  said  ffisher  &  others  having  for  their  private  causes 
sevaley  to  do  at  london  went  upp  thither  togither  where  by  the  waye  the 
said  ffisher  was  earnestly  in  hand  wtu  the  said  Phillips  to  prove  the  will  & 
dispach  the  things  they  had  to  doo  wcl1  the  said  (folio  126)  Phillippes  promised  to 
doo  wth  many  protestacions  wheruppon  the  said  ffisher  verely  trusting  pswadid 
therunto  the  rather  by  the  often  &  colored  promises  of  the  said  Phillips  was  many 
tymes  fayne  to  aunswere  to  such  as  came  unto  him  complaning  of   the   said 
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Phillippes  &  cawdrey  for  not  doing  of  their  office  &  duety  of  Executors  That  they 

rbill  opnnion    coneribb     tne  sa^  Executors  wold  pforme  all  things  to  thuttermost  and 

i»     >o    flfislm    for     the  said  ffisher  aunswerid  so  long  for  them  that  it  was  thought 

nits  of   the     that  he  was  ptakr  of  the  spoile  And  therfore  the  rather  defendid 

their  cause  to  the  great  preiudice  of  others  weh  opynion  being 
concevid  of  many  at  the  last  one  emongs  others  a  man  very  frendly  to  the  said 
ffisher  namely  his  own  brother  Richerd  ffisher  uttered  in  the  hearing  of  the  most 
part  of  the  principall  burgesses  the  most  part  of  which  were  of  the  same  opynion 
though  the  forbare  to  utter  so  much  that  the  same  John  ffisher  was  the  only  cause 
that  tilings  were  not  shewn  as  they  should  be  wcb  being  grevid  of  by  the  said 
ffisher  Who  was  free  from  any  such  either  corrupcions  or  pticipacions  aunswerid 
for  him  self  for  that  tyme  as  trueth  was  that  neither  feare  nor  gift  had  so  blindid 
fisher     bccl.uith     him  as  to  suffer  that  reaport  or  conceipt    of   his  frends    And 

therfore  took  occasion  to  move  the  then  Mr  bailief  to  call  the 
whole  companye  togither  aswell  the  principall  burgesses  as  the  others  that  were 
assistants  by  order  of  M1'  Okn's  will  Uppon  pretence  to  call  for  such  dedes  of  Mr 
Okens  land  as  was  missing  wch  being  doone  and  thexecutors  there  the  said  John 
ffisher  openly  demaundid  of  them  when  the  mony  due  to  the  towne  by  M1'  Oken's 
gift  should  be  paid  and  whither  the  said  executors  had  provid  the  will  acording 
to  their  pmise  to  which  they  aunswerid  as  before  that  they  woold  aunswr  every 
man  assone  as  they  could  And  that  they  had  put  the  will  to  probacions  and  they 
would  take  such  order  as  no  man  should  take  cause  to  complayne  for  they  would  not 
leave  one  peny  unpaid  erre  it  were  long  Thes  said  ffisher  be  yo1'  dilatory  aunsweres 
by  w •''  they  that  should  take  henefite  be  hinderid  and  those  that  trust  you  be 
deludid  I  meane  emongs  others  my  self  who  giving  creadite  to  yo1'  nattering 
pmses  see  that  litle  or  nothing  is  doone  and  therwith  those  that  should  take 
benefit  greatly  complayne  and  think  me  as  bad  as  any  But  take  some  direct  way 
wherby  it  may  apere  that  you  will  in  resonable  tyme  doo  that  you  should  doo 
orells  I  will  declare  myself  as  I  am  and  the  fault  shalbe  knowen  where  it  is  for 
I  tak  both  God  and  you  to  witnes  I  am  clere  from  any  maner  of  reward  or  intent 
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to  hindr  so  good  a  devise  and  am  as  forward  as  I  may  be  to  further  the  same  to 
the  uttermosl  of  my  power  &  liability  To  that  said  Phillips  who  doth  complayne 
of  us  vve  arc  redy  to  doo  all  things  assone  as  we  may  And  tins  shall  not  nede  (for 
before  witsonday  there  shalbe  never  a  grote  to  pay  wcb  promise  eury  man  wisshid 
to  be  true  though  they  had  litle  hope  of  it  This  so  passid  and  Easter  terme  come 
ihr  said  ffisher  remembring  what  had  bene  said  to  him  &  doubting  what  might 
further  be  ymagyned  if  thexecutors  should  play  their  acoustomed  parts  having 
other  occasion  to  be  at  London  went  to  the  office  in  the  Arches  where  the  will 
should  be  if  any  were  provid  namely  M1'  Argalles  oflice  and  sought  there  for  the 
will  of  the  said  oken  where  none  could  be  found  nor  any  offred  to  be  provid 
Wheruppon  it  was  thought  good  by  the  said  ffisher  Thomas  powell  &  Eobart 
Sheldon  Overseers  That  a  scitacion  should  be  taken  out  of  that  court  to  call 
them  to  the  probacion  wch  was  doone  acordingly  wcU  thexecutors  satt  And  after 
that  an  Excommunicacion  taken  out  wheruppon  they  appred  And  after  some 
tyme  spent  by  asmany  dilatory  dayes  as  might  be  at  last  after  Easter  terme  the 
said  Executors  put  unto  the  said  court  A  copye  writen  in  paper  in  wyde  lynes 
fnncfcatcof  (Ewutors  being  the  copye  in  effect  of  the  true  will  saving  something 
lacking  though  not  in  dede  the  true  will  wch  true  will  than  remanid  in  the  custdy 
of  the  said  ffisher  And  in  that  coppye  there  were  striken  out  divers  lynes 
conteyning  at  least  twoo  hundreth  pounds  &  above  wherof  these  were  parte  Cu 
given  to  Warwik  xlH  given  to  Stretford  xl1'  given  to  Banbury  the  leace  of  the 
house  given  to  Agnes  catur  &  such  other  which  coppy  being  seen  by  the  said 
ffisher  upon  his  second  comyng  to  the  said  office  semyd  to  him  very  straunge  and 
therfore  the  said  ffisher  askid  whither  it  was  put  in  as  a  will  to  be  provid  And 
who  so  put  it  in  To  that  the  clerks  made  aunswr  that  it  was  put  in  to  be  provid 
as  the  will  of  Thomas  Oken  and  that  a  litle  halting  man  had  brought  it  in  by  a 
proctor  then  the  said  ffisher  said  I  am  suer  the  Executors  will  not  prove  or  be 
sworne  to  this  will  Yes  said  the  clerks  that  they  will  for  they  have  causid  it  to 
he  writen  upp  &  engrossid  and  it  shalbe  sealid  to  morrow  I  pray  you  said  ffisher 
let  me  see  the  Ingrossid  booke  woh  was  showid  by  the  clerks  web  did  agree  wth 
that  copy  in  paper  Well  said  ffisher  if  they  prove  this  they   are   no   honest 

N 
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men  Wth  that  cam  the  Mr  of  the  office  and  askid  what  the  matter  was  wch 
the  said  ffisher  bold  as  before  (folio  127)  wcb  it  semid  the  officer  litle  regardid 
who  aunswerid  that  they  must  prove  such  as  be  brought  to  them  At  night 
the  said  ffisher  meting  wth  others  overseers  namely  Thorns  powell  &  Eobart 
Sheldon  told  them  what  he  had  seene  wherupon  the  said  Eobart  Sheldon  went 
to  the  office  And  requyred  to  have  the  sight  of  the  will  &  thingroced  book  wch 
both  were  shewid  to  him  Wherupon  he  also  desired  that  he  might  have 
a  copye  of  that  book  so  deliuerid  into  the  court  wch  was  promysed  against  the 
next  day  Wheruppon  he  trustid  and  went  the  next  day  for  the  same  acordingly 
But  in  the  meane  tyme  Thorns  Powell  had  spoken  wtu  the  said  Phillippes  and 
told  him  of  his  ill  demeano1'  spied  out  by  the  said  ffisher  who  for  the  tyme  sett  a 
colour  of  the  matter  as  though  there  had  bene  no  such  thing  And  theruppon 
went  to  the  office  and  took  away  the  said  coppye  &  the  Ingroced  book  and  then 
left  the  copye  of  the  will  which  they  had  in  their  keping  at  the  death  of  the  said 
Okeu  willing  that  to  be  engrossid  up  &  provid  So  as  the  next  day  at  the  comyng 

causes  mobing  the  of  the  said  Sheldon  the  first  copye  &  engrosid  was  not  to  be  had 
obcrsccrs  to  comensi  for  any  mony  Thus  began  their  doble  dealing  to  appere  manifest 
wch  being  so  apparaunt  movid  the  overseers  to  have  more 
earnest  care  that  way  And  fynding  the  suttlety  of  those  Executors  in  procuring 
the  probacion  of  the  will  by  a  procter  bicause  they  woold  not  be  sworne  either  to 
the  will  or  to  the  Inventory  The  said  Overseers  thought  good  to  exhibit  a  bill  of 

$atc  (LomcnsrQ  bn  bill  complaynte  into  the  chauncery  showing  the  whole  distres  herof 
in  the  iL'b-.uuum)  requiring  that  the  said  Phillips  &  cawdrey  might  be  callid  into 

that  court  to  aunswer  uppon  their  othes  to  those  points  they  should  be  chargid 
w'hall  towching  the  said  will  by  that  meanes  the  rather  to  procure  them  to  do 
that  wcl1  of  conscience  &  trust  they  should  otherwise  have  done  which  being  done 
and  subpenaes  sevrally  taken  out  &  srud  bothe  the  said  Phillips  &  cook  cam  in  & 

prctn  practises  aperid  but  before  they  had  aperid  there  they  had  gotten  day  in 

the  court  of  Arches  to  bring  in  the  Inventory  in  michilmas  terme  wch  they  did  of 
purpose  to  defraud  the  mening  of  the  will  and  to  deferre  the  paym1  of  any  man 
ffor  so  they  were  pswadid  that  so  long  as  they  might  have  tyme  to  kepe  out  the 
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Inventory  they  nedid  not  to  pay  any  legacye  w1'  they  sought  asmuch  as  bhey 
might  Upon  their  appearaunce  in  the  chauncery  an  aunswere  was  lookid  for  by 
the  overseers  cornpl  woh  could  not  be  gote  untill  the  last  day  of  the  terme  And 

*n claioi i)  Beimurers  than  the  put  in  a  demurrer  supposing  the  bill  of  complaynt  to 
usib  for  shifts  b»  tbc  be  wthout  cause  Eemedy  wherof  none  could  be  untill  the  next 
©««rfors  terme  So  in  the  next  terme  the  court  was  movid  for  a  better 

aunswr  And  therupon  it  was  orderid  that  they  should  put  in  an  other  aunswr  by 
(  )  wuh  day  came  and  then  an  other  demurrer  offred  Than  the  said 

orbcrs  grauntio  by  tbc  Executors  procuring  divers  s'iant  &  counsellors  to  come  to  the 
c'ciiit  against  tbrm  barre  movid  the  Lord  Reaper  for  an  order  therin  who  hearing 
briefly  the  substance  of  the  cause  sett  downe  an  order  that  the  deffendants  should 
before  their  going  out  of  the  towne  put  in  a  sufficient  aunswere  Orells  that 
attachm1  should  be  awardid  against  them  To  lett  this  Mr  yelverton  Attorney  for 
the  Executors  spake  earnestly  but  was  put  to  silens  &  the  order  sett  downe  as 

frmibln  #  brotbrrlu  before  Wtu  this  order  the  said  Executors  were  not  alitle  offendid 
rare  of  tbc  obrrsens  The  knoleige  of  this  order  being  brought  to  Jo  ffisher  sick  in  his 
toiuarbs  tbc  mentors  heel  at  london  he  thought  it  good  in  avoyding  the  corrupcion  & 
wilfull  piury  that  was  like  the  said  Executors  to  fall  into  that  a  copye  of  the 
true  &  last  will  of  Thomas  Oken  than  remaning  in  the  keping  of  the  said  ffisher 
should  be  offred  unto  them  And  theruppon  it  was  agreid  that  the  said  Thomas 

^  toun  of  tbc  true  #  powell  taking  some  witnesses  wth  him  should  goo  to  the  Inne 
last  bill  officer  to  where  the  said  Phillips  &  cawdrey  laye  &  there  to  offer  them  a 
tlm-ccutors  copy  of  the  said  will  wch  the  said  Powell  taking  wth  him  Ric. 

hames  before  divers  other  psones  did  saing  that  he  was  come  to  thend  the  Rather 
bicause  he  knew  of  the  order  made  against  them  that  day  in  the  chauncry  to 

tlutccntors  boo  nttln  offer  them  a  copy  of  the  true  will  Whom  when  they  had  heard 
refuse  a  rouu  of  tbc  at  large  they  aunswerid  that  they  had  the  true  will  &  that  they 
true  M'xil  wold  prove  and  take  no  copy  at  their  hands  and  so  wUl  many 

colereque  woords  reiectid  the  offer  of  the  said  overseers  And  on  the  next  day 
being  the  day  next  after  the  end  of  the  terme  the  said  phillips  &  cawdrey  put  in  an 
other  aunswere  into  the  chauncry  and  were  sworne  therunto  before  S1'  Ric.  Reade 
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obcvmuois    put   their     Knight  ono  of  the  maisters  of  the  said  court  of  chauncry  and  so 

into     the     cain  awa-y  L,|ie  effect  of  their  aunswr  consistid  chiefly  on  thes 

points  viz.  that  the  said  overseers  had  comensid  their  sute  of 

evil!  will  only  to  trowble  the  deffs  w'hout  iust  cause  that  they 

have  disbursid  all  the  monye  goods  &  debts  recevid  that  they 
t'ttn  points  Mlbtrin  tbt  ,-,<.,•     -,  ~,n\  , ,  ,     , ,     •  mi 

....  "       nave  not  vmplovd  (folio  rib)  the  monye  to  their  owne  use  That 
.-.tors  001  ere  1      ■ ■       v 

uifj  nppon  their  they  have  provid  the  last  wille  and  that  before  they  were  sued  in 
the  chauncry  That  they  myndid  to  have  provid  the  will  soner 
if  they  had  not  bene  sued  That  they  never  clenyed  to  prove  the  last  will  That  the 
meane  not  the  hinderaunee  of  any  That  they  sought  no  delayes  in  proving  of  the 
will  in  all  w1'1'  poyntes  they  were  manifestly  piured  ffor  at  the  tyme  of  putting  in 
of  their  aunswer  they  had  not  disbursid  all  the  monye  &c  They  had  delivred  out 
upon  usury  above  CC1'  they  had  not  provid  the  last  will  nor  any  will  before  they 
were  sued  ill  the  chancry  They  had  passid  over  ix  monethes  before  the  offred  to 
prove  any  will  and  they  had  so  craftely  delt  that  such  as  had  legacyes  of  x11  they 
paid  onely  vjn  xiijs  iiij'1  taking  aquitans  for  xH  they  had  bene  scitid  &  excoicatid 
before  the  provid  the  will  upon  wch  causes  the  complaynfc  was  framed  Their 
^  copg  of  their  aunswere  thus  put  in  uppon  their  othes  &  to  be  seene  A  copye 
aunstotrc  taken  out  therof  was  taken  out  by  the  playntiffs  after  midsomer  terme  who 
myndid  in  michilmas  terme  following  to  prosecute  the  cause  But  before  that 
tyme  they  could  doo  nothing  before  wcb  michilmas  terme  The  acompt  &  Eeconing 
for  Mr  Oken's  lands  &  ho  we  the  proffits  therof  were  ymploid  was  by  the  collector 
yeldid  At  w'1'  the  then  bailief  &  all  or  the  most  part  of  the  principall  burgesses  & 
xxiiij  others  apointid  by  M1'  okens  devise  were  present  Emongs  which  John 
ffisher  was  who  after  dynner  endid  recomending  the  good  acts  of  the  said  Oken 
ffisbrr  tt  phUlipps  fall  who  was  cause  of  that  then  meting  wisshid  that  thexecutors  had 
doone  their  parts  no  worse  than  the  collectors  wth  that  Robart 
phillips  being  at  the  boorde  said  they  meaning  himself  &  cawdrey  thexecutors  had 
done  as  well  &  as  truely  as  the  collectoi-s  or  any  other  &  more  truely  to  Nay  said 
the  said  ffisher  you  have  not  done  so  but  have  done  most  falsely  &  farre  otherwise 
than  you  ought  to  have  done  Wherin  said  Phillips  In  all  things  said  ffisher  and 
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inaincly  in  that   you  have   neither  paid  the   legacy68   nor  provid  liis  will    hut    hi 

most  shamelesly  Bworne  that  you  bave  provid  the  will  wheras  you  bave  provid  a 
false  will  Like  wretches  &  men  of  no  creadit  Nay  said  phillips  we  arc  of  as  good 
ereadite  as  you  and  do  as  truely  as  youe  And  have  I  this  for  lending  thee  my 
monye  I  lending  me  thy  mony  said  (fisher  bhowe  hast  lent  me  none  but  that  I  pay 

truely  for  to  thee  like  a  vile  usuring  knave  knave  said  Phillips  Yea  said  ffisher 
thowe  art  a  false  forsworne  &  piured  knave  and  that  I  will  prove  w"'  that  Phillips 
began  to  anise  from  the  boorde  as  though  he  vvoold  have  done  something  Hut 
some  of  the  company  kept  him  in  w'1'  made  him  so  much  more  hoate  saing  have 
you  brought  me  hither  to  murder  me  Nay  said  they  that  we  have  not  And 
so  let  him  goo  who.  threetined  many  woords  against  the  said  ffisher  This  passing 

phillips  tomplannrtb  to  on  about  a  moneth  after  the  said  Phillips  complanyd  himself  in 
gi  <Tbo.  Iun>  tlae  meane  tyme  to  all  his  freends  against  the  said  ffisher  and 

§r  fh  hun  senoitb  for  emongs  other  making  his  complaynt  wfch  grevous  informacions 
ffisher  &  others  against  the  said  ffisher  to  Sl"  Thomas  LucyW  the  said  M1'  Lucy 

sent  for  the  said  ffisher  M1'  hudson  M1'  powell  &,  Eobart  Sheldon  to  come  to  his 

ffisher  go ct l)  to  §r  tt  bo.  house  to  charlecot  whither  the  said  company  came  at  their  tyme 
Intn  apointid  And  the  said  ffisher  hearing  that  the  said  Phillips  had 

bene  often  tymes  wth  the  said  S1'  Thomas  thought  it  not  amysse  to  take  such 
books  papers  &  copyes  as  tocbid  M1'  okens  will  wtu  him  therby  the  better  to 
satisfye  him  if  the  matter  should  come  in  question  So  when  they  cam  thither 
there  they  founde  Willm  Edmonds  Eobert  Phillips  &  Thomas  cawdrey  So  service 

_§r  ffho.  Inrii  bathe  the  done  &  they  dyned  S1'  Thomas  Lucy  shewid  the  cause  of  their 
hearing  of  the  canst  sending  for  and  signified  what  grevous  complaynt  the  said 
Phillips  bad  made  Wheruppon  he  was  desirous  to  heare  the  matter  and  sett  them 
at  one  if  it  might  be  and  therupon  callid  Phillips  to  utter  his  grief  nowe  that  the 
others  are  there  wc'h  he  did  wth  many  protestacions  &  long  circumstancs  wherin 
he  was  so  long  that  he  made  not  onely  the  said  Sl"  Thomas  but  the  other  hearers 

(a)  This  is  the  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  who  prosecuted  Shakespeare,  and  was  lampooned  by  the  latter. 
He  built  the  present  mansion  at  Charlecote  in  1558,  and  died  7th  July,  1600.  His  monument  is  in  the 
Lucy  Chapel  of  Charlecote  Church,  and  consists  of  a  high  tomb  bearing  the  recumbent  effigies  of 
himself  in  armour,  and  of  his  Lady. 
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thtfifcct  of  Bbilius  weary  At  last  being  willid  to  goo  pticulerly  to  theffect  of  his 
tompl.uint  against  matter  lie  shewed  howe  that  Mr  Oken  made  them  his  Executors 
and  they  had  provid  the  will  and  myndid  to  pforme  the  same 
w  all  speed  but  they  were  letted  by  Jo.  ffisher  &  the  others  who  not  only  vexed 
them  uniustly  by  sutes  of  lawe  but  also  threaten  them  otherwise  &  will  not  suffer 
them  to  execute  acording  to  the  said  will  To  all  wch  points  the  said  ffisher 
aunswerid  in  such  maner  as  by  aparauut  mater  confutid  the  said  phillips  & 
sfyed  the  said  (folio  1:29)  S1'  Thomas  Lucy  Wm  Edmonds  and  the  other  pnt 
that  they  all  thought  that  the  said  ffisher  &  the  other  overseers  had  done  honestly 
&  none  otherwise  than  they  honestly  might  &  should  do  And  so  advised  the  said 
phillips  &   cawdrey  that  they  should  reforme  themselfs  &  deale  more  playnly 

olmcuitors  ors'uc    an     Well  the  said  phillips  &  cawdrey   finding  bylike    their   owne 

daungerous  state  desired  most  earnestly  that  S1'  Thomas  lucy 

should  sett  an  order  betwene  them  Wherunto  he  was  so  ynclyned  &  movid  the 

said    ilisher  &  others  to    yeld  uppon    resonable   condicions   At    whose   earnest 

pswacions  the  said  ffisher  &  others  were  content  to  yeld  to  such  order  as  should 

an  ororr  &  nib  sett  be  thought  resonable  So  in  thend  after  long  debating  &  many 
Doiuu  bn  #v  £(,.  Incji  folish  woords  spent  It  was  orderid  that  the  said  Executors  should 
K-  ttlillin  u:omonos  pave  Qii  <jue  to  the  towne  of  Warwik  to  thauds  of  the  bailief  of 
Warwik  then  being  at  or  before  the  xxiiij1  day  of  decebr  following  iiij^xn  ^0  De  ^y 
the  said  bailief  &  burgesses  deliuerid  out  to  the  townes  of  Stretford  &  Banbury  And 
also  that  the  said  Executors  shall  wthin  eight  dayes  next  following  after  the  said 
agrem'  pay  xv1'  to  be  dealt  emongs  the  poore  people  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  And 
that  they  the  said  Executors  shall  wlhin  one  yere  following  pay  all  other  legacyes 
&  somes  of  mony  bequethed  by  the  said  Thomas  oken  wch  somes  &  other  things 
be  contenyd  in  the  true  &  last  will  of  the  said  oken  nowe  deliuerid  by  the  said 
Hi -her  to  the  said  Sr  Thomas  Lucy  And  also  that  the  said  Executors  should  at  or 
before  the  ix11'  day  of  octobr  next  after  the  said  agream1  paye  to  the  overseers  x11 

Cbticcutorstonnrmctbc     towards  the  charges  of  the  said  overseers  in  the  sutes  towching 
:  bn  tlmr  b.mos     the  game  wiU  Tq  w,h  arfcicles  &  agreamts  the  said  phillips  & 
&  suits   toitb   tbnr 
(j0niJ£  cawdrey  put  their  hands  &  seales  And  for  the  pforming  therof 
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entrid  bond  of  iiij011  wcb  condiciona  bhe  Baid  John  f  1  i  ^  1 1  <  *  r  ,t  the 

t\t    obrrBttra    nrtrpl     other  overseers  aceptid  veryly  trusting  fchat  those  their  agreaui1 

Hjorba  &  bondes  wold  so  bridle  the  Baid  Executors  As  in  uowise  after 

to  walk  out  of  the  waye  Wherupon  the  said  overseers  surceassid 

Kbt  oorrscns   surtr.isr  ,  . 

.,  .    e  .  to  prosecute  their  sute  either  in  the  Arctics  or  chauncerv  any 

thru   *ulr  L  J         J 

further  Wheruppon  the  said  Executors  deliuerid  the  said  xvu 

<fhr      c'-vrcutois      bo     for  the  poore  and  the  said  Cn  and  the  said  iiijxxh  and  also  the 

jjfovmr    p.ut   of  tlu     sa|(|  xii  ^  tvmes  acording  to  their  articles  But  afterwards  having 

in  his  maliciouse  mynde  the  woordes  spoken  by  John  ffisher 

philips       tommrnsith     towelling   the   piury    of   the   said   Phillips    The    said   Phillips 

sutc   in    the   queues     thinking  to  terrifie  the  said  ffisher  being  than  very  extremely  ill 

Lunch  signing!  (fisher     wth  fciie  g0ut  in  such  maner  as  not  liable  to  goo  about  his  chambr 

for      the     BBlDoros     ^ie  Space  0f  xjjj  01.  x^jj  weekes  The  said  Phillips  being  at  london 

in  hillarye  terme  procured  out  a  cap  sat  out  of  the  quenes  bench 

philips  araier  for  the  against  the  said  ffisher  returnable  in  Easter  terme  following  wcb 
rvrtucion  of  tin  pecs  writt  the  said  Phillips  kept  in  his  hand  untill  about  midlent 
when  the  Assises  grew  on  &  against  wch  tyme  he  well  knew  the  said  ffisher  woold 
be  stirring  abrode  if  it  were  possible  by  reason  of  his  offices  and  therfore  about  ij 
dayes  before  thassises  deliuered  the  same  writt  to  the  undersheriff  requyring  that 
he  woold  make  his  warraunt  to  a  speciall  bailief  such  as  the  said  Phillips  should 
name  for  tharresting  of  the  said  ffisher  wLh  the  undersherif  refusid  to  do  seing 
that  M1'  ffisher  was  an  officer  to  be  occupied  the  tyme  of  thassises  &  therfore  than 
not  to  be  trowblid  Besides  he  was  sufficient  to  aunswer  the  said  phillips  wmout 
arresting  And  therfore  the  said  sheriff  promised  to  speak  wtu  him  and  so  to 
undertake  that  he  should  not  nede  to  arrest  him  Well  said  phillips  yf  you  go  to 
him  I  pray  you  arrest  him  in  his  chambr  ffor  ells  you  do  me  wrong  Nay  said  the 
Sheriff  it  is  wmin  a  corpacion  &  I  may  not  so  doo  besides  he  is  a  sick  man  &  my 
freend  and  I  will  not  so  use  him  but  I  will  speak  wth  him  and  I  dare  undertake 
he  shall  appere  to  you  Well  said  Phillips  I  trust  you  will  do  me  right  and  saith 
to  the  Sheriff  Take  hed  what  you  do  for  I  have  accions  against  him  for  a  vj11  or 
vjs  well  said  the  undersheriff  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  aunswer  you  Therupon  the 
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sheriff  came  to  the  said  ffisher  about  other  matters  &  found  him  not  hable  to  sitt 
upp  And  so  after  other  communycacious  told  him  that  he  had  pees  against  him 
at  Phillips  sute  And  therwth  deliuerid  him  a  copy  of  the  writt  who  therwm 
promosied  to  apyeare  and  for  his  better  warraunt  gave  his  bond  to  appeare  at  the 

ffisbrr     -.tppf.uith     to     day  prefixed  And  so  in  the  begynnyng  of  Easter  terme  being  not 

hable  to  ride  the  said  ffisher  sent  up  to  reteyne  an  Attorney  And 

to  put  in  bade  for  him  \v,h  was  done  And  the  declaracion  callid  for  But  all  that 

terme  no  declaracion  woold  be  put  in  but  the  first  day  of  Trynyty  terme  the  said 

philips    iml-.uith     phillips  declared  against  the  said  ffisher  (folio  130)  in  an  accion 
uppon  his  case  wherin  the  said  Phillipps  declarid  that  the  said 
rlisher  had  slaunderid  him  in  london  laing  the  woordes  supposid  to  be  spoken  in 
.looros  hiMb  london  by  the  said  ffisher  as  follow1!!  viz.  Thowe  (meaning  the 

said  Phillips)  art  falsly  forsworne  &  fowly  piured  like  a  false  knave  and  that  I 
will  approve  &  stand  to  it  And  I  trust  to  see  thyne  Eares  naylid  of  the  pillorye 
like  a  false  crypling  knave  and  so  laid  that  he  was  dampnified  by  reson  of  those 
woords  to  the  value  of  CH  this  declaracion  so  put  in  in  the  begynnyng  of  Trynytie 
terme  his  Att'ney  gat  a  rule  that  the  said  ffisher  should  aunswer  &  come  to  Issue 
that  terme  and  so  that  tryall  should  be  in  the  guild  hall  in  london  orells  a 
to  be  entrid  herof  fiishers  attorney  hearing  took  out  a  copy  of  the  declaracion  & 
sent  it  downe  to  ffisher  requiring  pfit  Instruns  for  his  aunswere  Signifieng  wmall 
what  was  entendid  for  the  triad  that  terme  It  was  the  mids  of  the  terme  or  this 
knowleige  came  to  i'tisher  who  at  that  tyme  was  not  in  good  case  to  travaill  as 
.veil  knowen  to  Phillips  who  had  bene  at  london  twice  in  the  begynnyng  of 
that  terme  to  further  this  matter  entending  to  procure  the  matter  should  be 
taken  by  defalt  if  the  said  ffisher  apered  not  (as  by  reson  of  his  weakenes  & 
infirmitye  whs  most  likely)  orells  if  he  woold  ride  in  such  weather  as  than  fell 
out  to  he  very  fowle  his  body  might  be  put  in  some  perill  and  so  the  said  philips 
hopid  to  have  his  will  some  of  those  wayes  Bat  ffisher  having  a  mynd  no  lesse  to 
iustify  than  he  had  spoken  wherby  the  lewd  libtye  of  so  vile  a  fellow  might  be 
the  better  knowen  determined  to  aunswer  the  said  phillips  to  his  face  if  he  had 
the  face  to  stand  to  his  takling  and  rather  chose  to  adventure  the  pill  of  his 
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health  than  bo  yeld  to  so  bhe  manace  of  so  lewde  a  varlet  and  so  took  his  Journey 
towards  london  in  the  ways  taking  by  extreme  colde  (V-  Rayne  very  g1  disseas 
Nevertheles  keping  bis  Journey  &  comyng  to  Ion. Ion  there  he  founde  the  matter 
earnestly  callid  upon  and  a  pemptory  day  to  aunswere  orells  thadvantage  of  lawe 
to  be  taken  so  as  it  stood  bhe  said  (fisher  in  band  spedyly  to  look  therto  Who 

ffisim  aunafoeritb  anb  taking  advise  of  learned  counsaill  put  in  his  aunswere  iustifieng 
iiisiifirihiiuspr.diinci  the  speaking  of  tlie  woords  at  Warwik  where  in  dede  such 
cf  (Ik  oOlootbs  at  woords  as  were  spooken  were  spoken  and  so  shewid  the  cause  of 
0lll'uUn1'1  the  speaking  &  the  points  wherin  the  said  Phillips  had  piured 

himself  upon  his  aunswer  put  into  the  chauncry  upon  his  othe  And  so  the  said 
ffisher  being  thus  urged  to  declare  the  honesty  &  qualities  of  the  said  Phillips  was 

ffisher    tomcnsitb    sute     advised  to  bring  the  triall  of  his  piurye  before  the  lords  in  Starre 

by  bill  in  the  Starve     chambr  wch  he  did  presently  after  whan  he  pcevid  that  phillips 

<C^»mbx  owne  folly  woold  not    otherwise    he    reformed    wherin    ffisher 

bestowed  long  tyme  &  much  mony  in  that  sute  wcb  procedid  so 
of  plenmgs  inteiTo- 

gatorves  &  Awarde     farre  as  to  have  witnesses  Examyned  &  therfore  a  comission 

of  this  matter  lieth     awardid  to  Sr  ffulk  Grevile  S.   Willm  catesby  knights  Thorns 

in      the.      tresury     dabrugecoure  &  Pic.  Middlemore  esquires  who  ps wading    the 

pties  to  end  left  examinacions  &  fell  to  arbit'ment  &  in  thend 
Chapell  (a)  r 

lofee  for  this  totmvos  awardid  ffisher  but  only  xxlj  As  may  apeir  by  bookes  lieng  in  the 
tbenb  of  this  book         tresury  to  long  to  be  vvriten. 

®bc  sute   bcttonu  iTb.  -But  to  returne  to  fcne  goverment  of    the    towne  &   the 

Staunton  u.  &  Wi.  travailes  of  the  bailief  And  first  as  towelling  the  sute  of  Staunton 
ffisher  iv  (Tb.  potuell  against  Richerd  ffisher  Bailief  &  Thomas  Powell  for  the  piury 
0c^  cn6,&  supposid  against  them  The  said  Pic.  ffisher  &  Thomas  Powell  at 

the  day  prefixed  in  the  writt  appearidin  the  Starre  chambr  and  took  out  a  coppye 
of  the  bill  put  in  against  them  wch  conteyned  in  effect  no  more  than  the  said 
Staunton  had  laid  against  them  in  his  sute  brought  against  them  in  the  comon 
lawe  wheruppon  it  was  thought  good  that  the  court  should  be  movid  therin  And 

(a)   This  is  the  small  room  at  the  East  End  of  the  Beaucharap  Chapel,  originally  the  Vestry  to 
the  Chapel,  and  now  used  as  a  Library  for  the  Clergy.     None  of  these  pleadings,  &c,  are  now  there. 
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that  it  should  be  declarid  before  the  lords  howe  that  the  said  Staunton  had  before 
that  byme  brought  sevrall  accions  against  the  said  ffisher  &  powell  for  the  self 
cause  at  the  comon  lawe  wherin  they  had  ipynid  Issue  wtb  him  x\nd  so  procedid 
to  triall  w1  powell  uppon  \\"'h  tryall  the  said  Staunton  was  nonesuit  The  other 
accion  being  also  at  Issue  &  redy  to  be  tryed  was  yet  hanging  wob  being  showed 
to  the  court  order  was  sett  downe  that  if  Staunton  could  not  disprove  that 
allegacion  by  a  c'ten  day  the  cause  should  be  dismissed  that  Court  of  the  comon 
lawe  where  they  were  at  Issue  And  theruppon  gave  the  said  ffisher  &  powell  day 
to  aunswer  the  next  terme  being  biliary  terme  nowe  in  the  meane  tyme  Staunton 
fynding  bylike  the  weaknes  of  his  cause  made  meanes  to  S1'  ffulk  Grevile  Sr  John 
hubond  &  others  to  have  the  matter  treatid  of  in  the  countrey  and  procured  M1' 
Griffyn  the  preacher  to  further  the  same  whoso  disposicion  being  very  godly 
eucliued  to  quiet  solicited  the  said  Eic.  ffisher  earnestly  to  yeld  that  the  matter 
might  come  to  hearing  before  some  gentlemen  in  the  countrey  wherw'h  the  said 
ffisher  being  greatly  movicl  being  also  a  man  not  given  to  sutes  or  lawe  yeldid  to 
the  said  Mr  Griffyn  who  than  travelled  more  earnestly  aswell  to  Sr  Thorns,  lucy 
&  others  to  take  some  payne  in  this  matter  who  also  being  right  godly  disposed 
willingly  grauntid  to  bestowe  his  travaile  &  labor  So  in  thend  it  was  agreid  That 
Sr  ffulk  Grevile  &  Sr  John  hubond  for  Tho.  Staunton  And  S1'  Thomas  lucy  &  Mr 
Edward  Aglionby  for  ffisher  &  powell  should  have  the  hearing  &  ordering  of  the 
matter  Mr  Griffyn  being  as  it  weare  the  umpyer  or  Assistant  Wheruppon  on 
wensday  after  the  twelveth  day  being  the  morow  after  Epiphany  Sessions  the 
said  gentlemen  &  parties  mett  (folio  131)  at  Warwik  about  that  cause  where 
after  many  witnesses  brought  in  by  Staunton  to  further  his  cause  though  wth  litle 
proof  as  by  the  sequell  may  appere  And  the  words  spoken  &  sworne  by  ffisher  & 
powell  openyd  the  said  gentlemen  grew  to  end  wch  was  in  effect  as  followith 
ffirst  that  the  said  Staunton  ffisher  &  powell  should  be  freends  and  that  all  the 
Sutes  betwene  them  should  cease  and  should  be  w^bdrawen  in  euery  court  at  the 
costs  &  chardges  of  Thomas  Staunton  and  that  from  thens  fourth  the  same  should 
never  be  revived  And  bicause  by  the  Evidence  given  by  ffisher  &  powell  Thomas 
Staunton  took  losse  of  the  lease  bought  of  harry  ball  And  that  therby  also  the 
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towne  was  benifytid  It  was  orderid  that  Staunton  should  have  vjn  xiij"  iiij1' 
towards  bis  charges  to  be  yeldid  out  of  the  comon  stock  of  the  towne  ami  so  ap 
end  though  not  greatly  likid  of  to  ffisher  yet  by  the  earnest  pswacion  of  Borne 
Freends  acceptid  And  so  that  matter  determynid  &setdowne  in  articles  subscribid 
\v"'  the  handes  aswell  of  the  said  gentlemen  as  the  parties  w'1'  order  now  remanith 
in  the  custody  of  S1'  Thomas  lucy 

(The  following  extract  refers  to  the  visit  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Kenilworth 
in  the  year  1575,  when  she  had  the  magnificent  reception  by  the  Earl  of 
Leicester  which  is  described  in  Scott's  "  Kenilworth.") 

She  carrfoll  bUigenee  of  ^he  somer  folowing  it  pleasid  the  quenes  maty  to  make 

tin  bsdlufi  to  fuvtiuv  her  progresse  into  Northtshire  Warwikshire  Staffordshire 
the  quenes  svuicc  Worcestershire    &  so  to  returne    to  Woodstok   in  Oxfordshire 

In  wch  journey  her  maty  lay  at  Kenel worth  (  )  dayes  and  her  houshoulde 

(Tin  queues  being  si  at  Warwik  by  reson  wherof  great  diligence  was  to  be  given  by 
iUnel  the  Bailief  of  Warwik  as  well  for  the  good  goverm1  of  the  towne 

as  for  the  dutifull  expediting  of  such  things  as  by  him  were  to  be  done  for  the 
furtherance  of  her  mats  sruice  divers  wayes  as  by  dispaching  of  Ires  by  post 
wcb  cam  very  thick  as  also  by  providing  &  furnishing  her  mats  officers  wth 
all  maner  of  cariags  wch  were  also  very  many  by  reson  of  her  maty  & 
her  houshold  lieng  asunder  &  by  reson  of  so  many  removes  apointid  &  not 
kept  And  by  reson  of  horses  prouidid  for  such  as  had  comission  to  tak 
horses  wch  were  so  many  that  for  a  monethes  space  &  more  xxxiij  horses 
xxx  horses  &  when  they  were  fewest  xx  horses  wold  skarce  suffice  to  serve 
comissions  some  to  Kenelworth  some  to  Lichfeld  some  further  And  as  in 
this  so  in  all  things  ells  his  Suiee  was  not  onely  expectid  but  also  at  all  houres 
of  day  &  night  required  Wherin  he  so  well  behavid  himself  that  her  Maty  was 
well  sruid  to  the  good  contentacion  of  her  officers  &  his  good  recomendacion  which 
procured  to  him  further  chardg  (as  this  writer  gesseth)  ffor  the  yomen  officers  of 
the  court  attending  her  person  lieng  at  Kenelworth  hearing  of  the  paynfull  sruice 
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Si  willingnes  of  the  bailief  of  Warwik  took  paynes  to  visite  him  as  her  Mats 
lyvetennt  &  good  officer  and  bringing  wth  them  a  cast  of  their  office  by  courtly 
meanes  devised  the  opening  of  his  largesse  So  as  in  fees  (as  they  callid  them) 
that  way  It  cost  him  x1  marks  or  xxx11  as  may  apeire  by  his  Acompt  therof  of 
which  chardg  the  said  Bailief  was  not  willing  to  ask  any  allowance  but  woold 
have  borne  it  of  his  owne  purse  contrary  to  all  reson  if  some  his  freends  had  not 
earnestly  pswadid  him  to  the  contry  Such  was  his  benevolent  mynd  towards  the 
towne  wcU  he  knowtu  to  be  greatly  chardgid  otherwise  as  by  presents  given  to 
theiie  of  leycebter  to  the  countyes  Warwik  &  others  Who  as  they  acceptid  well  of 
the  proffers  of  the  towne  yet  much  more  reconyd  of  the  carefull  sruice  of  the 
officers  Besides  that  the  chardges  of  his  howsekeping  &  calling  of  frends  & 
neighbors  togither  was  such  as  none  before  him  &  is  to  be  fearid  fewe  after  him 
will  compare  (the  only  fault  this  writer  fyndith)  in  him  is  the  overmuch  pittie  he 
she  with  to  the  poore  of  whom  as  the  better  sorte  are  to  be  comfortid  &  relivid  so 
the  worser  or  as  I  may  call  them  the  worst  is  to  be  seuerely  ponishid  wherin  the 
said  Bailief  was  verv  nivelde  a  fault  to  be  borne  wliall  I  confesse. 


A    PRINCIPAL    BUKGESS    PUT    IN    WARD    FOR    A    VIOLENT    ASSAULT. 

©Hllm  ffrchulton  brinq  ^n  this  Bailiefs  tyme  it  hapnid  that  one  of  the  company 

one  of  the  principal!     of  the  xii  piiucipall  Burgesses  was  comyttid  to  warde  the  very 

;scs    tomnttib     circumstance  &  maner  wherof  this  wryter  can  not  wryte  because 

he  was  not  then  in  towne  But  as  the  case  was  after  revealid  to  him 

wch  was  thus  Will"1  ffiekulton  being  than  one  of  the  principall  burgesses  being  a 

freeud  to  one  Bicherd  Graunt  who    ought   a    some    of   monye    due    uppon    an 

obligacion  to  John  hicks  baker  came  to  the  said  hicks  the  very 

day  at  when  the  mony  should  be  paid  &  told  the  said  hicks  that  M1'  Graunt  had 

not  the  mony  redy  to  pay  him  according  to  his  bond  And  therfore  desired  the  said 

hicks  to  forbeare  the  mony  &  to  give  him  day  for  a  c'ten  tyme  after  Wherupon 

hicks  fas  himself  said;  doubting  what  might  come  of  it  if  he  should  assigne  any 

other  day  answerid  that  his  day  was  come  and  he  had  occasion  to  use  the  mony 
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&  woold  noi  give  any  lengr  day  whci-w"1  the  said  ffrekulton  misliking  after  some 
other  misbehavio*  in  harkening  at  the  windowe  of  the  said  hicks  &  otherwise  at 
Last  oallid  hicks  Knave  &  offred  to  strike  him  in  the  streat  wherw"1  hicks  being 
movid  alter  he  had  suffred  many  indecent  proferres  at  last  callid  the  said 
ffrekulton  Evesdroper  &  so  by  multiplieng  of  woordes  proceded  to  knave  wherby 
(folio  13'2)  some  blowes  were  stirred  but  at  that  tyme  no  harme  done  by  the 
providence  of  some  others  in  the  company  This  haping  late  at  night  &  profferrid 
to  the  said  hicks  in  executing  of  bis  office  (as  he  said)  being  at  that  tyme  a 
constable  The  next  morning  the  said  hicks  complanid  hereof  to  the  Bailief  who 
willing  him  for  the  tyme  to  be  quyet  and  not  to  seek  any  further  for  justice  or 
remedye  (for  the  said  hicks  was  myndid  to  have  procuried  warrants  for  the  peas 
against  ffrekulton  from  the  Justice  of  the  peace  of  the  shire)  promiseed  that  he 
wold  speak  wth  Mr  ffrekulton  &  take  order  betwene  them  And  so  the  same  day  the 
said  Bailief  meting  M1'  ffrekulton  told  what  complaynt  had  bene  made  &  told  him 
his  opynyon  what  great  fault  it  was  for  any  of  them  to  be  quarellers  Whereuppon 
ffrekulton  confessing  the  matter  &  partly  submytting  himself  promissed  the  said 
Bailief  that  he  woold  never  medle  with  hicks  nor  none  other  but  specially  not 
with  hicks  And  theruppon  the  said  ffrebulton  gave  to  the  said  Bailief  his  promise 
&  faith  &  in  token  thereof  gave  him  his  hand  Whereuppon  the  said  Bailief  assured 
hicks  that  he  had  taken  order  that  ffrekulton  woold  not  hurt  him  Uppon  which 
assurance  the  said  hicks  forbare  any  further  sute  and  also  went  quietly  about  his 
busynes  nothing  mistrusting  any  ill  to  come  the  rather  allured  by  that  that 
ffrekulton  meting  him  in  the  street  the  next  morning  bad  him  god  morrowe 
(though  with  a  feyned  hart  as  it  semed)  for  the  self  same  morning  the  said 
ffrekulton  understanding  that  hicks  was  gone  to  Wedgenok  parkM  about  his 
busynies  he  postid  after  him  &  made  such  hast  as  meting  a  wayne  lodid  comyng 
out  at  the  park  gate  he  wold  not  stay  the  comyng  of  the  wayne  but  rode  by  in 
great  hast  and  so  fynding  the  said  hicks  newely  come  into  the  park  he  rode  to 
him  &  wth  a  great  crabtry  cudgell  struck  him  unwares  that  he  fellid  him  to  the 

(a)  Wedgenock  Park  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  is  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of 
Warwick.  It  is  high  ground  here,  and  at  one  part  of  the  road  the  view  includes  Warwick, 
Leamington  and  Kenilworth. 
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grounde  &  so  lightid  &  offred  him  gret  violence  insomuch  that  it  was  thought  he 
wold  have  slayne  him  if  some  helpe  had  not  presently  come  and  partid  them 
wv'h  doone  the  said  ffrekulton  rode  his  way  to  Stretford  and  the  said  hickes  was 
brought  all  bloody  home  by  his  neighbours  who  complanyng  to  the  said  Bailief 
the  said  hickes  did  chardge  him  that  this  was  long  of  him  for  if  he  had  not  bene 
he  woold  otherwise  have  provided  for  the  said  ffrekulton  So  after  a  day  or  twoo 
ffrekulton  came  home  agayne  for  whom  the  said  Bailief  sent  &  chardging  him  wth 
this  misdemeno1'  &  falsefieng  his  faith  The  said  ffrekulton  could  not  deny  his 
promise  made  unto  him  that  he  woold  not  medle  wth  hicks  But  saith  he  I  ment 
that  promise  to  extend  but  to  yor  liberty  of  the  towne  And  that  I  did  was  out  of 
the  libtye  it  so  woold  seme  to  kepe  his  promise  Wheruppon  the  said  bailief  callid 
a  hall  or  met  yng  of  the  rest  of  .the  principall  Burgesses  who  consentid  that  the  said 
ffrekulton  should  receve  some  ponishm'  And  at  the  last  it  was  determyned  that 
he  should  be  sent  to  the  Bailiefs  parlo1'  in  the  market  place  and  there  to  be  lodgid 
for  one  night  Where  it  was  allowid  him  to  have  a  bed  but  he  refused  And  being 
so  committid  the  kyndnes  of  his  frend  &  Socyatt  flattering  Phillyppes  appeared 
who  contentid  him  to  take  such  part  as  the  said  ffrekulton  did  &  so  voluntary  of 
his  owne  Acorde  kept  him  company  that  night  wcU  things  being  passid  over  yet 
the  said  hicks  was  not  satisfyed  but  requyred  surety  for  the  peace  &  good  abearing 
agaynst  ffrekulton  &  such  other  proces  for  the  battrye  as  counsill  gave  him  But 
Mr  Bailief  desiring  to  have  an  end  of  such  quarrells  callid  the  company  together 
who  taking  paynes  betwene  the  said  parties  made  an  end  of  the  cause  &  sett  them 
togither  as  frends  ffrekulton  paing  something  xxs  for  his  folishe  furyes. 

(folio  132)  On  the  4th  of  January,  1575,  John  Grene  was  elected  a  principal  burgess 
in  the  place  of  Symon  Yong  decased 

On  Michaelmas  Day,  1575,  John  Rigeley  was  elected  Bailiff. 

See  the  Booke  Ame  The  said  Michalmas  daye  The  Mr  wardens  &  companye 

of  Drapers  &  Tailors  of  Warwik  put  upp  a  Supplicacion  to  the 

said  Mr  Bailief  desiring  by  the  same  That  their  book  of  constitucions  &  orders 
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might  be  enlargid  or  reformed  So  as  the  Article  following  might  lie  put  to  the 
Bame  book  woUarle  being  considerid  &  likid  of  waswriten  upp  engrossid  (folio  133) 
and  affilid  to  the  said  Book  of  constitucions  and  delivered  as  an  order  &  parcell 
of  the  same  book  The  tenor  wherof  Ensuith 
9b  matt  uniitib  to  the  Memorandum  That  at  the  speciall  request  of  the  Maister 

booh  of  otters  for  wardens  and  companye  of  Drapers  &  Tailors  Inhabitants  wlin 
grapera  ft  Caijlera  this  Borough  of  Warvvik  It  is  orderid  agreid  &  eonsentid  unto  by 
the  Balief  &  pryncipall  Burgesses  of  the  same  borough  that  the  order  &  Article 
following  shalbe  added  &  Annexed  to  the  book  of  constitucions  &  orders  for 
Drapers  it  Tailers  within  the  same  Borough  And  shalbe  by  the  same  Drapers  and 
Tailers  &  theire  Successours  inviolably  obsruid  &  kept  as  the  other  Articles  & 
orders  uppon  like  payne  &  penaltie  as  in  the  said  booke  is  expressid  &  prescribed 
That  is  to  say  That  yf  any  persone  wch  bathe  bene  or  herafter  shalbe  free  of  the 
said  company  of  Drapers  or  Taylers  wlhin  the  said  borough  eyther  in  respect  that 
he  bathe  sruid  or  shall  serve  wmin  this  borough  seven  yeres  as  Aprentice  or 
covennt  Servaunt  or  otherwise  compoundid  or  shall  compounde  for  his  ffreedome 
And  after  have  or  shall  departe  out  of  this  borough  to  dwell  or  Inhabite  in  any 
other  place  or  otherwise  hathe  bene  or  shalbe  constrayned  to  goo  out  of  this 
borough  for  his  evill  lief  &  behavior  And  hathe  not  or  shall  not  for  all  the  said 
tyme  he  shalbe  so  absent  &  dwelling  out  of  the  said  borough  paie  his  quartereges 
&  other  dueties  to  the  Maister  wardens  &  companye  of  Drapers  &  Tailers  of  this 
borough  as  other  the  nreemen  of  the  same  company  abiding  wmin  the  said 
borough  have  shall  &  doo  comonly  use  to  paye  but  hathe  slackid  or  shall  slack  to 
pay  the  said  quarterege  &  dueties  the  space  of  one  yere  That  then  it  shall 
not  be  laufull  for  the  same  persone  or  persones  so  having  dwellid  or  shall  dwelle 
owt  of  this  borowe  &  liberties  and  witholden  or  shall  witholde  his  said  dueties  to 
be  receuid  into  the  said  companye  agayne  or  to  occupie  his  arte  or  science  wmin 
the  said  borough  before  he  doo  or  shall  compounde  wth  the  said  maister  wardeyns 
&  companye  of  Drapers  &  Tailors  wtu  thassent  of  the  bailief  &  burgesses  for  the 
tyme  being  and  paye  such  ffyne  &  composicion  as  before  is  expressid  for  fforeners 
The  one  wherof  to  be  to  the  chamber  of  the  said  borough  And  the  other  half  to 
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the  said  Mr  Wardens  X-  company  of  Drapers  &  Tailevs  uppon  the  paynes  & 
penalties  before  in  the  said  book  of  orders  is  pscribed  In  witnies  wherof  the  said 
Bailief  &  Burgesses  have  heruto  subscribed  their  handes  and  deliverid  the  same 
as  an  order  the  xxix"'  daie  of  Septenibr  in  the  Seavententh  yere  of  the  reigne  of 
our  souereigne  ladye  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  &c. 

The  speciall  cause  of  devising  of  this  order  was  to  restreyue  one  William 
Wedge  wood  Tailer  who  before  this  tyme  about  iiij01"  or  v  yeres  Sithens  dwellid  in 
this  fcowne  where  leaving  his  wief  he  went  to  Stretford  &  divers  other  places  & 
there  marryed  an  other  wief  his  first  wief  yet  living  besides  that  he  is  a  man  very 
contencious  prowde  &  slaunderous  oft  busieng  himself  wth  noughty  matters  & 
quarelling  wth  his  honest  neighbours  wch  condicions  forcing  him  to  leave  place  of 
good  governm*  first  went  from  hence  &  afterward  was  compellid  to  goo  from 
Stretford.  Wheruppon  taking  a  house  in  this  towne  to  the  great  misliking  of  the 
houester  sort  they  provide  as  much  as  may  be  to  banish  him  from  this  towne  the 
rather  for  that  Mr  bailief  &  his  company  are  willid  therunto  in  the  name  &  from 
my  1  of  warwik  who  hating  the  Condicions  of  the  man  pluckid  his  livery  from  him 

To  my  verry  freend  Willm  hudson 
at  Warwik  give  thies 
T     ,  Good  M1'  hudson  I  am  given  to  understand  by  a  letter  of 

the  copie  of  my  L  of 

Wniwikslre  writen  yours  directid  unto  George  Turvile  That  one  Wedgewood  is 
to  M1  hudson  tow-  come  agayne  to  be  a  dweller  in  Warwik  Who  for  his  ill  behavio1' 
chmg  "Wedgewood  ^  dishonest  living  was  afore  banishid  by  my  comaudem'  And 
therfore  I  am  to  desire  youe  in  my  name  to  deale  wtb  the  bailief  &  maisters  of  the 
towne  that  he  may  not  remayne  there  for  evell  example  to  others  in  the  like  case 
And  so  I  bid  youe  farewell  wth  my  harty  comendacions  from  the  court  at 
woodstok  this  second  of  October  1575 

Y  or  very  freend 

A.   Warwik 
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.  ,  Be  it  remembrid  that  this  yere  a."  dni  L575  and  the  xvii"1 

^m  oroet  for  punc   ol  •  •' 

tbc  hurtbcs  bclcnqmq  yere  of  quene  Elizabeth  Rieherd  ffisher  being  bailief  &  humfrey 
to  sninl  main  church  crane  using  the  place  of  Burges  to  collect  &  gather  the  rents  due 
in  ('I't'.utud;  to  the  towne  by  the  first  corpacion  hicause  (nany  quarrells  & 

contentions  had  bene  before  rased  for  part  of  the  tuithes  apteinyng  to  the  church 
of  Saint  Maryes  in  Warvvik  wch  were  claymed  by  John  butler  &  John  hodgets 
fermors  of  the  psonage  of  Budbrook  00  sometymes  by  Thomas  ffisher  Esquire  as 
in  the  right  of  his  house  of  Sepulcre(b>  nere  Warwik  &  sometymes  by  John  ffisher 
whiles  he  had  a  leace  of  the  tuithes  aptening  to  the  said  church  of  saint  maryes 
and  sometyme  hy  others  some  such  as  have  no  right  therunto  It  was  thought 
expedient  by  the  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  that  some  order  were  meete  to  he 
given  wherby  the  best  title  might  be  knowen  And  therfore  comaundmt  was  given 
to  such  as  had  corne  &  gresse  growing  on  the  north  &  northmost  parts  of  that 
parish  where  the  said  controversy  grewe  that  euery  person  should  for  this  yere 
gather  the  whole  profits  of  their  groundes  wfchout  setting  out  or  paing  any  tenths 
or  tuiths  for  the  same  to  that  end  that  if  any  having  title  to  the  same  felt 
themselves  Iniuryed  they  might  tak  such  course  by  lawe  for  recovering  their 
rights  as  aptenid  By  vertue  of  wch  comaundmt  the  tennts  carried  away  all  the 
profits  wthout  setting  forth  any  tuith  Wherwth  Thomas  Butler  fermo1'  of  part  of 
the  tuithes  of  Budbrook  seming  to  mislike  demaundid  tuithes  of  some  of  the 
tennts  who  aunswerid  him  wtu  the  order  &  comaundmt  given  to  them  against 
wch  he  in  woordes  greatly  inveid  as  one  that  woold  cut  out  his  part  by  weapon 
but  in  effect  did  nothing  whiles  the  fruyts  were  on  the  grounds  saving  as  a  man 
that  regardith  not  what  might  come  of  it  gave  a  kinsman  of  his  one  (  ) 

Pardy  a  loode  of  pease  to  be  taken  out  of  John  bonds  closse  one  of  those  tennts 

(a)  Budbrook  is  ab^ut  a  mile  to  the  North-West  of  Warwick.     The  Trustees  of  Henry  VHIth's 
Estate  possess  land  in  the  Parish,  and  are  lay  impropriators  of  the  Chancel  of  the  Church. 

(b)  The  Priory,  the  residence  of  Thomas  Fisher,  was  formerly  the  Priory  of  St.  Sepulchre. 
O 
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that  had  coinaundmt  Emongs  others  Wherupon  the  said  pavdy  being  a  poore 
man  &  litle  knowing  of  the  daunger  that  might  followe  borrowing  a  teame 
betweene  i\  &  x  of  the  clok  in  the  night  in  harvest  tyme  went  to  the  closse  of 
the  said  John  bond  where  the  most  part  of  the  pease  there  that  had  growen  that 
yere  reuianyd  and  out  of  wlU  no  tuithes  were  sett  or  apointid  out  And  fynding  the 
gate  of  the  closse  lockid  he  break  the  lock  threwe  downe  the  gate  &  toke  awaye 
viij  cocks  of  pease  of  the  said  John  bonds  as  the  said  Pardye  confessid  before 
the  bailief  afterwarde  Wheruppon  the  said  John  bond  complaining  And  w'hall 
Mr  eraue  also  complaining  that  the  said  Pardye  had  fchreatned  him  wtu  very 
unfitting  &  great  woords  (folio  134)  of  theffect  that  if  his  kynsman  Butler  or  he 
had  taken  him  on  the  ground  giveng  that  comaundm1  they  wold  have  dealt  very 
hardly  wdiim  The  Bailief  sent  for  the  said  pardy  and  for  his  evill  demeano1'  that 
way  ponisshid  him  in  the  stocks  for  a  tyme  though  shortly  after  uppou  the 
submission  of  the  said  pardy  his  ponisshm1  was  released  &  he  sett  at  liloty 
pmising  never  to  medle  againe  in  such  matters  This  passed  on  wmout  any  other 
further  trowble  Untill  (  )  Nicolles  of  Southam  a  freend  of  the  said  butlers 

.v  a  man  of  my  L  of  leycesters  took  the  matter  in  hand  as  it  semith  (who  after 
my  lords  being  at  Kenelworth  at  Michelmas  attendid  my  said  lord  to  the  court 
to  Woodstok  And  by  the  way  as  it  semith  tok  some  occasion  to  move  my  lord  in 
that  matter  And  did  so  much  therin  that  he  (as  himself  confessid)  procured  my 
I  lords  Ire  to  the  bailief  &  others  of  Warwik  The  teno1'  of  wch  Ire  ensuith 

To  my  very  loving  freends  the  Bailief  & 

maisters  of  the  towne  of  Warwik 

L  "•  After  my  veary  hartie  comendacions  understanding  that 

there  is  some  contmrsy  presently  fallen  out  betwene  my  s'unt 

Thomas  Butler  of  Budbrook  and  you  concerning  the  tythes  of 

rhomas  butler  for  J  °  J 

saint  Maryes  parish  in  Warwik  wch  he  holdeth  by  lease  of  your 

ie  [forasmuch  as  he  &  his  predecessours  by  vertue  of  the  same  leace  have 

lioyed  the  -Mine  tythes  a  long  tyme  and  the  like  quarrell  falling  out  betwene 

■>  father  .V  yor  Towne  about  six  yeres  since  was  so  taken  upp  by  my  meanes  as 
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(lint  ciin-  sithens  In-  hath  quietly  gathered  &  enioyed  those  tythes  tyll  no1 
late  I  have  thought  good  to  signify  unto  youe  that  I  can  not  a  title  mervaile 
whie  you  Bhoulde  aowe  agayne  seek  to  molest  &  troble  hiin  therfore  and  w'hall 
to  requesl  youe  except  he  have  given  other  cause  tlian  \  think  he  hath  to  ceasse 
further  disquieteng  of  him  in  that  w h  youe  knowe  by  vertue  of  that  leace  to  be 
his  fight  But  that  he  may  w1'1  quiet  Enioye  it  as  his  father  did  before  him  I 
shall  hartely  thank  youe  if  at  my  request  youe  shall  so  deale  wUl  him  and  so  doo 
bid  you  farewell  from  the  court  at  Woodstok  the  iij"1  of  October  1575 

Your  loving  freend 

E.  leycester, 

\vch  Ire  was  by  Thomas  Jenks  &  the  said  Thomas  Butler  brought  to  the  above- 
namyd  Kic.  ffisher  bailief  about  the  vth  or  vjth  of  October  who  opening  the  same 
it  making  all  the  principall  burgesses  that  woold  come  for  his  sending  for  privye 
to  the  same  Examyned  euery  one  of  them  whither  they  did  remembr  that  my 
said  lord  of  leycester  had  at  any  tyme  before  bene  any  meane  betwene  the  towne 
&  John  Butler  for  those  tiuthes  To  wch  euery  man  present  namely  Willni  hudson 
Eicherd  townsend  Eicherd  Eoo  John  fFisher  Eicherd  Brooke  Willin  ffrekulton 
Thomas  Powell  humfrey  crane  John  Eigeley  John  Dyche  &  John  Grene  who 
aunswerid  evry  man  singulerly  that  they  never  herd  of  any  meane  made  by  the 
said  lord  of  lecester  for  those  tithes  But  saith  John  Dyche  I  remembr  that 
sometyme  Moryce  had  those  tuithes  wherupon  it  was  axid  him  whither  he  knew 
what  right  moryce  had  to  them  &  howe  he  held  them  to  that  he  said  he  could 
not  tell  more  than  that  he  had  them  Thau  steppith  upp  William  ffrekulton  and 
said  that  he  remembrith  that  he  had  heard  John  Butler  in  his  lief  tyme  in  that 
place  chardge  Mr  John  ffisher  that  if  his  leace  were  not  good  that  he  had  decevid 
him  To  that  said  John  fiisher  tell  all  was  that  his  speach  or  not  w'hout  more  he 
said  saith  ffisher  that  if  the  woord  VVarwik  were  not  in  his  leace  than  he  had 
decevid  him  it  is  true  said  ffrekulton  Asfor  that  said  fiisher  I  confesse  it  is  tiue  if 
the  woord  Warwik  be  not  in  his  leace  it  is  my  fault  bicause  I  wrote  it  And  then 
being  as  I  am  nowe  Sc  as  I  ought  to  be  indifferent  betwene  the  towne  &  him  uppon 
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his  special!  desire  the  woord  Wavwik  was  put  in  togitber  wUl  tbies  or  such  like 
woords  apteuing  to  the  church  &  rectory  of  Budbrook  of  all  woU  said  tbe  said 
ffisber  I  made  the  house  privye  at  the  sealing  of  the  lease  At  wc1)  tyme  also  said 
the  said  ffisher  I  tolde  him  that  his  leace  was  not  good  for  other  causes  namely 
bicause  the  name  of  Balie  was  not  in  it  And  tberupon  requyred  them  that  were 
at  the  sealing  to  remebr  whither  any  such  spech  were  wch  divers  that  then  were 
pnt  confessid  So  debating  long  ahout  that  matter  it  was  agreid  by  all  the  whole 
company  that  Butler  having  no  right  unto  tbe  things  It  was  no  reason  he  should 
have  them  in  that  maner  And  bicause  his  freends  had  bene  often  wth  Mr  bailief 
to  have  a  direct  aunswer  to  my  lorde  and  they  tarried  only  for  the  same  It  was 
agreid  that  an  aunswer  should  be  made  in  writing  and  sent  to  my  lord  by  one  of 
the  company  &  not  by  the  parties  wch  was  done  The  teno1'  of  wch  eusuitb 

To  the  right  honorable  o1'  singuler  good  lord  therle 

of    Leicester    one    of     the    queues     maty    most 

honorable  privy  counsaill  &  maister  of  her  grace 

horses  his  most  honorable  lordship 

the  tenor  of  the  aims-  Our  bounden  dueties    most  humbly  remembrid    to    yor 

wer  to  the  Earle  of     most  honorable  lordship  wee   are    earnestly    requyred   in   yor 

honors  name  in  hast  to  aunswere  yor  honorable  Ires  writen  on 

the  behalf  of  Thomas  Butler  towcbing  tbe  tuitbs  of  saint  Maryes  in  Warwick 

which  he  pretenditb  to  have  by  leace  and  to  w7Ch  bis  ffatber  about  six  yeres  past 

was  restored  by  yo1'  1.  meanes  to  the  towne   Wherin  as  wee  suppose  he  hath 

enformed  yo1'  1  amisse  so  wee  most  humbly  besecb  yo1'  bono1'  to  stande  (folio  135) 

indifferent  good  lorde  betwene  us  &  him  wth  whome  for  yo1'  bono1'8  sake  &  some 

other  fieendes  we  have  borne  more  than  of  his  part  bathe  or  is  like  by  any 

meanes  to  be  requytid  or  desirid  Towelling  that  yo1'  Lordship  was  meane  to  the 

towne  for  that  matter  at  any  tyme  (under  your  1  favorable  correction)  none  of  us 

can  remembr  neither  bathe  it  bene  any  our  opynyons  that  he  or  his  father  had 

right  to  any  tuithes  aptening  to  the  parish  of  saint  maryes  by  any  lease  Parte 

wberof  (though  the  ffatber  wrongfully  took  &  was  borne  wmall  for  a  tyme  (though 
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never  without  chalange)  was  promised  by  him  to  be  in  value  w"1  other  things 
recopensid  And  to  saie  trueth  the  towne  concevid  a  grea  t  deale  hei  i  ci-  hope  of  1 1  k * 
fathers  frendshippe  than  to  stick  w1  him  in  so  srnalle  a  thing  especially 
Recompence  being  promised  w1'  was  not  performed  either  by  the  father  or  the 
sonne  And  as  towelling  the  ffathers  opynion  of  his  right  therunto  is  manifest  in 
that  about  a  yore  before  he  died  he  was  Suter  to  tak  the  same  by  leace  &■  to  give 
a  rent  for  the  same  as  a  thing  out  of  his  leace  of  the  tuithes  of  Budbrook  distinct 
bothe  by  parish  &  rent  of  olde  tyme  resrued  whiles  the  colledge  stoode  as  by 
recordes  therof  playnely  apereth  So  likewise  the  Sonne  sithens  the  death  of  his 
ffather  hathe  made  meanes  &  offer  to  give  either  a  Rent  or  ffyne  for  the  same 
whose  Request  being  partly  graunted  &  like  to  take  effect  is  determyned  by 
through  his  owne  defaulte  in  not  obsruing  his  tyme  &  promise  And  nowe  seing 
he  clameth  hit  as  his  right  and  trowblith  yov  hono1"  to  conceive  ill  of  us  we  think 
him  more  to  blame  &  lesse  worthie  (saving  for  yo*'  honours  sake)  to  have  any 
thing  at  all  that  he  holdeth  of  the  towne  ffor  be  it  so  that  yo1'  honorable 
lordshippe  may  please  to  stande  but  indifferent  good  lord  betwene  us  &  him  that 
his  whole  leace  may  come  in  question  wee  doubt  not  vut  to  frustrate  &  avoide 
the  same  wcU  if  shall  happen  must  be  taken  to  be  his  owne  follye  in  clamyng  that 
\\lh  is  manifestly  knowen  to  be  no  parcell  of  his  leace  Of  all  wch  we  woold  have 
bene  glad  to  have  made  playne  declaracion  by  mouth  whan  yo1'  good  plesure  had 
bene  therin  knowen  had  not  the  earnest  labo1'  of  his  frends  procured  us  to  write 
wherin  we  most  humbly  beseche  yo1'  favorable  Exposition  &  pardone  if  any  thing 
have  undutifully  escapid  And  so  most  hartly  besech  the  almighty  lorde  to  blesse 
you  wth  all  encrease  of  hono1'  &  eternall  felicitie  At  Warwik  the  xvth  of  October  1575 

^o1'  most  honorable  L  at  comaundment  This  Ire  so  written  upp  was  well 
likid  of  and  presently  assigned  or  subscribed  by  all  present  That  is  to  say  by 
Richerd  ffisher  bailief  William  hudson  Richard  Townesend  Richard  Roo  John 
ffisher  Richerd  Brook  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  humfrey  crane  John 
Rigeley  John  Dyche  &  John  Grene  who  theruppon  debating  whither  it  were 
convenient  that  the  parties  should  have  it  or  not  resolued  that  Thomas  powell 
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being  one  of  the  company  of  piincipall  burgesses  having  then  shortly  cause  to 
i0  to  the  court  should  have  the  carriage  &  deliuery  therof  to  my  lord  the  rather 
same  Powell  knowing  the  state  of  the  towne  might  the  better  resolve 
mv  lord  of  such  questions  as  might  rise  wheruppon  the  Ire  was  deliuerid  to  him 
And  it  was  agreid  that  Mr  Bailief  should  give  aunswere  to  such  as  should  come 
to  him  therefore  That  my  1  was  aunswerid  by  Ire  wHl  should  be  wth  his  1  w'hin 
lesse  than  a  sevenight 

orlera  agreid  vppon  1,|1S  matter  being  so  seth  downe  the    said    Mr    bailief 

for   patting    furlh     remebred  to  the  house  that  at  cristmas  last  c'ten  mony  was  paid 

given    by     fc0  his  hands  wch  was  given  by  M1'  okeu  to  be  disposid  uppon 

crten  condicions  to  Banbury  being  xl1'  wch  condicions  the)'  of 

Banbury  had  not  pformed  nor  wooid  as  it  semithM  &  so  the  mony  lieth  dead  his 

desire  is  to  be  discharged  of  that  mony  and  that  the  same  might  be  ymploid  so 

as  some  comoditie  might  be  reised  to  the  poore  Wheruppon  after  long  debating 

it  was  agveid  that  the  said  mony  should  be  lent  out  to  ffoure  occupiers  such  as 

might;  &  woold  sett  some  poore  on  work  or  relieve  them  in  maner  as  the  c1'  given 

to  this  towne  is  orderid  And  so  it  was  agreid  that  Jo.  Griffyn  should  have  xn 

henry  Boo  x1'  Oliver  Brooks  xH  &  (  )  xH  putting  in  good  sureties  for  the 

Repayrn1  at  the  yeares  end  Thies  matters  determyned  &  John  f'lisher  offrith  twoo 

acompts  for  mony  lent  out  by  him  for  the  towne  wch  was  for  that  tyme  reiectid 

speaches     of      Tho     ^he  company  deptid  the  most  home  to  their  owne  busynes  And 

Butler  and   heury     some  tarried  at  M1'   bailiefs  request  wth  him  That  is    to    say 

Willm  hudson  Eicherd  Townesend  John  ffisher  Eicherd  Brook 

at  Mr  bailiefs  house  where  being  mery  togither  resortid  Thomas  Butler  &  (  ) 

Nicholls  his  freand  requyring  aunswer  of  my  1  of  leicesters  Ire  wcU  was  tolde  him 

by  Mr  bailief  was  aunswerid  in  writing  &  sent  by  one  of  their  company  to  my 

lord   So  I  supposed  you  wold  doo  (said  Nicholls)  that  you  woold  not  mak  us 

privye  So  we  thought  most  convenient  said  Mr  hudson  to  aunswer  his  1  "  well  " 

said  Nicolls  "  than  we  will  resort  thither  to  knowe  the  aunswere  "    "Ye  may  so 

I  -  and  following. 
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doo"  said  Mr  Bailief  "whan  goifch  bhe  messinger"  said  Nycolls  Thai  aaid  the 
company  we  knowe  aot  but  the  Ire  ahalbe  deliverid  w'liin  a  sevenight  Nay  said 
Nicolls  if  he  liave  the  Ire  alredy  it  may  be  deliured  in  less.'  than  a  sevenighi  So 
he  may  said  the  company  if  he  (folio  L36)  had  no  other  busynesse  But  padvenbure 
he  bath  some  busynesse  1  >>  bhe  way  to  lett  uim  Well  said  I  Sutler  I  am  aot  well 
used  Wherin  said  M1'  budson  mary  saith  butler  I  am  ill  used  at  all  yor  hands  to 
take  away  my  right  Youe  are  misused  said  John  Qisher  in  dede  in  that  you  are 
suffred  to  offer  the  wrong  you  doo  Nay  said  butler  yon  offer  me  wrong  but  I  brusb 
I  shall  have  right  Why  should  not  I  have  my  tithes  as  well  as  my  father  had  my 
brother  Butler  (said  Nicolls)  is  many  wayes  condempnid  &  iudgid  of  whibher 
worthyly  or  no  I  know  not  but  am  most  sure  nothing  hath  more  harmed  him 
than  in  sitting  down  &  not  aunswering  his  cause  where  tyrne  &  oportunvtie 
sruith  &  lias  he  should  but  I  think  he  will  be  from  bensforth  better  advised  of 
that  fault  Yea  I  will  in  dede  said  Butler  And  it  sbalbe  well  knowen  And  if  it  he 
not  in  my  leace  some  here  are  not  true  but  bath  done  falsely  bowe  meane  you  by 
that  said  Jo.  ffisher  &  by  whom  speak  youe  be  playne  yf  you  speak  &  cbarg  me 
as  beliek  you  do  bicause  I  wrote  the  leace  speak  out  &  cbardge  me  as  you  may  & 
if  you  goo  any  further  may  bapp  you  shall  here  of  it  Yea  said  Butler  so  you  said 
that  if  I  bad  come  to  gitber  tithes  I  should  not  go  away  did  I  sayd  ffisher  tell  yor 
Autor  orells  &c  By  my  troutb  said  nicolls  it  is  strainge  that  you  stand  wth  him 
in  that  wch  you  knowe  to  be  bis  right  &  wch  his  father  &  he  had  ever  quietly  Nay 
said  the  company  his  father  nor  he  never  bad  it  quietly  Sometyme  the  half  was 
taken  from  them  &  sometyme  a  quarter  &  alwayes  some  was  wmolden  Yee  said 
M1'  budson  one  yere  before  John  Butler  dyed  I  paid  him  no  tithe  for  the  medow 
that  I  have  nor  have  not  done  this  tberfore  he  hath  not  enioyd  quietly  John 
Butler  said  Tho.  butler  It  might  be  seined  to  have  callid  him  w*  a  better  name 
The  name  said  the  company  was  honest  &  such  as  an  honest  man  might  be 
content  wth  &  so  was  be  whiles  be  lived  content  to  be  callid  John  Butler  &  we 
wish  that  there  were  such  an  other  Tho.  butler  as  he  was  a  John  butler  Well 
said  be  if  be  bad  lived  you  wold  not  have  offred  him  this  wrong  nor  I  will  not 
suffre  yt  Yea  may  do  as  please  you  said  the  company  doing  honestly  &  well  & 
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that  wee  woold  be  glad  to  see  in  you  You  are  glad  saith  butler  to  seek  myne 
undoing  &  to  offer  me  wrong  but  I  will  not  tak  it  as  I  have  done  Well  said 
N  ycolls  yf  youe  have  alredy  writen  yor  aunswer  to  my  lord  I  wish  it  will  be  there 
shortly  and  there  I  doubt  not  but  we  shall  know  the  same  though  wee  may  not 
here  wih  is  small  curtesye  and  I  did  think  that  uppon  my  lords  Ire  you  woold  not 
have  gone  further  in  fcrowbling  my  brother  Butler  who  if  there  be  no  remedy 
must  use  sute  wcb  is  not  his  case  Yea  saith  butler  I  will  spend  a  good  deale  but 
I  will  have  my  right  So  may  you  said  one  of  the  company  And  wthall  beware  in 
saving  for  that  is  not  yo1'  right  you  bring  yo1'  whole  leace  in  question  of  outhrowing 
Nay  as  for  that  said  he  I  fere  not  though  I  think  you  will  do  asmuch  as  you  can 
but  if  I  loose  that  I  know  howe  to  get  an  other  as  good  as  that  Ye  are  the  better 
at  ease  said  the  company  Than  said  M1'  Brookes  M1'  Nycolls  M1'  bailief  &  o1' 
company  have  considered  of  my  lords  Ire  and  the  rather  at  yo1'  &  yo1'  freends 
request  aunswerid  the  same  so  as  we  trust  his  L  wilbe  therwtu  satisfyed  and  I 
think  it  were  no  great  matter  if  you  did  understand  it  but  bicause  it  pleasid  my 
lord  to  write  unto  us  wee  thought  it  o1'  duety  likewise  to  aunswer  his  lordshipp 
as  if  you  had  brought  us  the  message  by  mouth  we  woold  have  aunswered  you 
bv  mouth  You  have  done  well  said  Nicolls  come  brother  butler  let  us  begonne 
Well  said  butler  it  is  no  matter  but  I  trust  not  to  lose  it  so  for  I  trust  it  will  fall 
out  to  belong  to  Sl  pulcres  &  you  have  no  title  to  it  at  all  Well  said  John  Ifisher 
Mr  Butler  the  towne  is  greatly  beholden  to  such  a  neighbour  &  you  are  worthy 
to  have  any  pleasure  may  be  showid  for  yo1'  good  opynion  &  well  wishing  them 
And  so  the  said  Butler  &  Nicolls  deptid 

Not  long  after  the  Ire  afore  remembrid  was  by  Mr  Tho.  Powell  carried  to 
the  court  where  having  no  convenient  leasure  to  speak  w(  the  said  Earle  of 
the  said  powell  left  the  Ire  wth  one  Ambrose  of  my  1  chambr  to  be 
delivered  to  his  1  assone  as  convenient  tynve  might  serve  wc  was  afterward  done 
as  it  semitb  though  for  a  good  space  after  nothing  was  further  done  in  that 
matter  But  afterward  in  biliary  terme  following  or  there  abouts  Thorns  Butler 
-nt  some  reaport  that  the  said  Earle  of  leicester  was  not  well  pleasid  wth 
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the  bailief  of  Warwik  &  his  bretherne  bicause  they  wooid  not  aunswer  his  Ires 
Wherof  Dohn  ffisher  being  at  London  hering  demaunded  of  the  said  Ambrose 
whither  any  such  Ire  was  deli vred  by  M1'  powell  to  him  to  be  deliverid  to  my  lord 

Tih)  Butler  prose-  a'"'  whither  my  said  lord  had  it  or  not  wch  the  said  Ambrose 
outith  proces  But  confessid  that  he  had  long  sithens  delivered  the  same  to  my 
servith  tbem  not  saj(]  \orfie  \m\  1 1 1 tx t  lie  knewe  where  the  same  Ire  yet  is  And  in 
that  hillary  terme  or  in  the  vacacion  following  Thomas  Butler  lieng  at  london  & 
in  the  same  house  &  Inne  where  Jo.  ffisher  lay  and  where  they  were  often  at 
table  &  meat  togither  The  said  Thomas  Butler  openid  his  case  to  some  his 
learned  eounsill  as  it  (folio  137)  may  seeme  wheruppon  he  procured  out  proces 
aswell  against  the  said  ffisher  as  divers  others  that  had  groundes  about  the 
ghospell  closse  supposing  them  to  have  put  him  out  of  his  fee  wherof 
notw'hstonding  the  said  Butler  woold  say  nothing  to  the  said  ffisher  but 
dissemblid  it  at  london  But  after  whitsontide  being  at  home  he  made  Thomas 
Wagstaff  &  other  his  freends  privye  of  it  Yet  did  not  deliver  his  proces  to  the 

Thomas  Wagstaf  tra-  Sheriff  wherfore  the  matter  lay  on  slepe  Until  midsomer  even 
veiiith  for  Thomas  And  than  Thomas  wagstaff  came  to  John  ffisher  and  saith  that 
bis  brother  Butler  had  sent  him  to  knowe  whither  M1'  Bailief  of 
Warwik  &  the  rest  wold  suffer  him  to  enioye  the  tuithes  quietly  Orells  whither 
they  woold  be  content  that  Mr  Anderson  might  deside  the  matter  betwene  them 
at  the  next  Assises  Orells  whither  they  woold  aunswer  the  said  Butler  by  lawe 
To  this  John  ffisher  made  aunswer  to  Tho.  Wagstaf  That  he  being  but  one  of  the 
company  could  not  wmout  the  advise  of  the  Bailief  &  others  make  any  direct 

n,,™™,,,,™™;  „  aunswere  but  as  towching  be  marvalid  that  Mr  Butler 

Oommunj  ca clou  o 

betwene   fisher    &     woold  so  complayne  of  them  and  so  prosecute  to  my  lorde  of 
Wagstaf  leicester  informing  him  of  an  untrueth  in  saing  that  my  1  had 

ones  taken  upp  that  matter  betwene  the  towue  and  his  father  wcb  being  utterly 
untrue  was  not  honestly  done  of  him  to  urge  my  lord  to  write  so  wherby  be 
desrueth  litle  favo1'  at  the  townes  hands  so  after  many  speches  on  both  sides  the 
said  wagstaff  &  ffisher  for  that  tyme  deptid  uppon  promise  made  by  Jo.  ffisher 


218  THE    BLACK    HOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

Wa«staf     t^at  ^le  wo^  move  Mr  Bailief  k  the    company    for    aunswer 

muveth    W    Bailif     against  that  day  seven ight  But  in  the  meane  tyme  the  said  Th. 

Wagstaif  went  to  the  Bailief  than  M1'  Rigeley  and  as  it  may 

seme  used  the  sains  or  very  Like  speche  that  he  had  w1  ffisher  to  M1' Bailief  who 

desired  tyme  to  speak  w"1   the  company  and  theruppon  he   woold  give  him  a 

,, ,       ,        resonable  aunswer  And  theruppon  the  said  M1'  Bailief  not  long 

M       Bailii      «      the  L  L  & 

principall  Bur-  after  had  a  meting  w*  the  rest  his  hretherne  in  the  counsell 
-  -  mferoftliat  house  at  the  crosse  on  wensday  the  xxvjth  of  June  1576  where 
was  therfore  M1'  Ridgeley  Bailief  Willm  huddison  John  ffisher 
Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  Thomas  Jenks  humfrey  crane  John  Grene  & 
determyn  the  answer  John  Dyche  where  uppon  opening  of  the  matter  at  lardge  by 
Mr  Bailief  It  was  agreid  That  aunswer  should  be  made  to  Thomas  Butlers  demand 
Thai  he  may  precede  by  lawe  in  any  accion  that  he  hath  or  may  have  against 
any  psrsones  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  for  or  towelling  the  tuithes  of  saint  mary 
parishe  Warwik  And  that  he  may  use  any  proces  against  them  at  his  plesure  & 
discrecion  and  that  they  desire  that  title  or  triall  he  made  by  lawe  rather  than 
any  other  way  wherunto  they  are  content  to  aunswer  him  as  apteynith  And  at 
that  tyme  other  things  comyng  to  remembrance  It  was  agreid  by  the  company 
present  that  they  and  the  rest  of  the  principall  Burgesses  should  be  their  on  the 
tue>day  following  aswell  for  the  taking  &  finishing  of  Mr  huinfrey  crane  his  three 
Acompts  for  his  B urges  &  Bailiefs  offices  wc  to  that  day  could  not  be  agreid  unto 
by  the  said  Mr  crane  &  and  the  rest  stonding  uppon  divers  dispissions  & 
impfections  which  nowe  in  thend  were  thought  to  be  concludid  as  also  to  take 
order  howe  the  poore  of  the  towne  may  be  relivid  wtl1  stocks  acording  to  the 
puision  of  the  last  statute (a)  as  also  howe  &  what  euery  constable  did  w^im  evry 
ward  of  the  same  towne  towards  the  paym1  of  the  task  or  x  wherin  many 
complained  theinselfes  to  be  wronged  And  also  to  consider  whither  it  wold  be 
convenient  for  the  towne  to  have  the  stock  of  the  Shire  and  so  to  kepe  the  Eoges 

(a)  14  Eliz.  c.  5,  by  which  statute  power  was  given  to  justices  to  levy  a  general  assessment, 
and  tlii.s  was  continued  for  ihe  Statute  43  Eliz.  c  2.  "  The  Act  tor  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  ''  re-enacted 
former  provisions.  The  term  stocks  included  not  only  money  for  those  not  able  to  work,  but  also 
stocks,  of  flax,  hemp,  &c,  to  supply  materials  for  the  purpose  of  setting  those  to  work  who  were  able. 
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fco  woori  that  shall  be  taken  in  the  Shire  of  all  wc  n<>  determinacion  was  pntly 

taken  partly  bicause  the  tyrne  was  Bpenl    And  partly  bicause  a   nombr  of  the 

principal]    Burgesses  being  absent  should  be  warned  to  be  their  thai   tuesdaj 

Request  of  a    newe     following  w°  was  agreid  unto  than  J'>ut  on  the  morrowe  after 

1",'-,'"t!"'il'"  fc0  be     being  saint  Peter's  Eveu  Willm  Bond  clerk  and  lately  that  is  to 

made        oi         tbe 

,    ,,    ,       sa\    before    Master  before  anointid   viker  of   Ihidbrook  alter  the 
\  icavege     (it    juuci-  •  L 

brook  death  of  S1'  George  ffeken ton  late  viker  there  made  humble  sute 

to  Mr  Bailief  &  the  more  part  of  the  principall  Burgesses  That  if  might  please 
them  to  mak  him  a  new  presentacion  of  that  vikaredge  which  he  desired  ffor 
that  he  having  bene  w"1  M1'  wilson  deane  of  Warwik  for  his  institucion  & 
induccion  could  not  have  the  same  uppon  the  former  presentacion  bicause  the 
same  was  made  to  the  late  Bishop  of  Wo'ceto1'  who  was  ded  and  therby  the 
Jurisdiction  for  the  tyme  of  vacacion  in  the  Archbishop  of  canterbury  the  said 
former  presentacion  was  void  and  therfore  besought  a  newe  to  be  made  in  such 

grauntid  forme  as  he  had  brought  from  worceto1'  by  the  advise  of  the 

officers  there  wheruppon  and  the  rather  uppon  the  good  comendacion  of  the  ptye 
&  his  learning  recomendid  by  the  said  M1'  Wilson  It  was  agreid  that  a  newe 
presentacion  should  be  made  in  forme  as  hereafter  shall  followe  But  bicause  the 
matter  ymportid  hast  (as  the  said  Bond  affirmed)  it  was  advised  to  the  said  Bond 
that  he  should,  earnestly  labo1'  the  company  to  mete  for  the  sealing  of  the  said 
psentacion  wherin  he  applied  him  so  as  procured  clivers  to  come  into  the  church 
togither  the  next  morning  by  sixe  of  the  clock  and  such  as  for  other  causes  could. 
not  come  he  pcured  the  sending  of  all  their  keys  saving  of  Bic.  Brooks  who  than 

sealid  was  at  london  so  as  evry  mans  consent  was  there  saving  the 

said  Brooks  And  there  was  present  the  next  daye  being  saint  Peters  day  to  seale 
that  &  the  other  devise  thies  psones  namely  John  Bidgeley  Balief  Willm  huddison 
Bicherd  ffisher  Bicherd  Townesend  John  ffisher  Thomas  powell  and  Thomas 
Jenkes  came  into  the  church  &  gave  his  consent  but  could  not  tary  from  Southam 
faire  So  the  said  company  procedid  and  sealid  the  same  presentacien  and  w'hall 

A  ire  of  atturney  a  Ire  of  Attorney  made  to  John  ffisher  to  prosecute  such  sutes 
to'  Comeuse  sutes     as   ^ne    towne    should    have    for    any    cause   towching    their 

for  the  towne 
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lands  Eectoryes  or  hereditamts  against  any  persones  The  tenour  wherof 
shall  herafter  followe  wch  Ire  of  Attorney  was  made  to  the  said  ffisher 
of  purpose  to  mete  wth  the  fraudulent  practizes  &  extremyties  of  others 
as  Eic.  hrokes  &  Tho.  Butler  and  thies  twoo  things  being  thus  sealid  the 
said  company  came  downN  to  service  in  the  said  S1  Mary  church  where  John 
Grene  who  before  had  sent  his  key  being  come  the  said  Ire  of  Attorney  was 
shewid  unto  him  who  consentid  to  all  that  had  bene  clone  and  thought  it  a  very 
necessary  devise  allowing  very  well  of  the  same  after  he  had  red  it  over 

the  taking  of  Lumfrey (folio  138)  Thies  things  thus  dispachid  and  the  said  tuesdaye  come 
Cranes  accomptes  The  said  bailief  and  the  principall  Burgesses  namely  John 
Eydgeley  Bailif  Willm  huddison  John  ffisher  Thomas  powell  Thomas  Jenks  John 
Grene  John  Dyche  being  assemblid  in  their  house  at  the  crosse  Thither  cometh 
humfrey  crane  wtu  such  acquitance  billes  &  papers  wl  him  to  declare  his  accompts 
for  his  collections  of  the  Burgesse  chardge  and  the  Baliefs  office  wch  being  showid 
and  the  Audito1'  of  this  borough  casting  the  same  by  his  confession  &  such  chardg 
as  he  could  give  him  The  said  humfrey  crane  felle  in  debt  much  more  than  he 
expectid  as  he  said  But  yet  not  so  much  as  afterward  uppon  proof  it  fell  out  to  be 
for  uppon  inquisicion  made  the  said  humfrey  crane  was  found  to  have  recevid 
divers  somes  of  mony  to  the  use  of  the  borough  more  than  he  had  sett  dovvne 
part  whreof  was  for  picage(b>  &  stallage  And  part  for  Bloodshed  &  frayes  &  such 
casualties  and  part  of  occupacions  and  companyes  for  composicion  mouy  And 
part  for  tuith  corne  taken  out  of  Lynnen  field  by  him  as  tuith  due  to  saint  mary 
church  in  Warwik  the  value  of  all  which  forgotten  amountid  to  cxs  or  therabouts 

The   Auditor    is    to     as  may  apeare  by  his  acompt  wherwth  he  was  surchargid  and 

charge  &  surcharge     found  himself  grevid  And  chiefly  complained  that  he  was  hardly 

Accountants  w1' all     ciejt   wtu   being  chardgid    wth    all    thextracts    which    grewe    to 

xxxviij1'    xs   viijd    wherof  he    said-  he  had   levyed  but  vijn    or 

theirabouts  and  therfore  mislikid  wth  the  Audito1'  for  chardging  him  wth    the 

(aj  From  this  remark  that  the  Corporation   ''came  down"  into  the  Church,  it  would  appear 
that  they  held  their  meetings  in  the  Sextry  or  long  room  over  the  Vestry. 
(b)  Money  paid  at  fairs  for  breaking  ground  for  booths. 
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whole  w1'  the  said  Audiio1'  must,  of  duet}  doo  and  leave  the  bouse  bo  order  the 
abatem1  as  they  please  So  in  the  end  the  house  was  content  to  dischardge  the 

said  hunilVey  eiane  of  xxvj1'  ehardgid  upon  wvj  poore  men  for  keping  alehou 
without  heei is  &  so  streightid  unto  him  bicause  be  ofnrmed  lie  could  no!  lev; 
Ami  ,yet  the  said  hurnfrey  crane  being  not  satisfied  but  still  complaining  obtaj  aed 

of  the  house  to  he  respitid  cV;  allowid  all  the  rest  of  the  streits  saving  only  that 
he  before  had  confessid  albeit  he  could  shewe  no  cause  whie  the  same  could  not 
be  levied  Wherof  yet  he  is  dischardgid  And  so  his  debt  besides  came  to 
xiij1'  xi\s  ix'1  w''1'  he  paid  to  M1'  Eigeley  Bailief 

Thomas    Hankinson  After  this  Thomas  Jenks  was  granted  a  release  of  his 

alsJenkesobteynecl     debt  on  account  of  his  having  laid  out  money  in  repairing  the 
hid  bill  of  debt  great  bridge'11)  &  on  condition  that  he  should  recover  certain 

monies  due  from  Robert  Phillips 


The  Geant  of  the  Bastgate,  St.  Peteb's  Chapel  and  the 
Shire  Hall  to  the  Corporation. 


the  obteyuyng  of  the(f0lio  139)  In  the  nieane  tyme  whiles  thes  things  were  in  doing  It 

lordes  dedes  for  the      h         ed  That  the  gaM  lordeg  the  Earleg  of  Wayr    &  leycegter  wt 

SI  lire    balls    fivnsse 

other  noble  men  cam  to  Kenel worth  where  being  John  ffisher 


taverne     &      saj'nt 

peters  chapell  contynewith  an  olde  sute  for  the  said  towne  to  the  said  Earles 

to  confirme  by  their  seales  &  dedes  those  things  they  had  before  long  sithens 
promised  to  the  towne  which  was  the  assurance  of  the  shirehall  in  Warwik  the 
crosse  taverne  &  Sfc  Peters  chappell  w*  thaprtens  and  therin  used  Sir  John 
hubondes  frendshipp  in  furthering  the  said  Sute  to  the  said  lordes  who  being 
therin  earnestly  solicitid  It  stood  w*  their  good  plesures  to  parforme  their  former 
graunts  And  theruppon  the  said  ffisher  left  the  dede  therof  w*  Willm  Edmonds 
who  shoulde  put  Sr  John  hubond  in  mynde  to  get  the  said  lordes  handes  &  seales 
to  the  said  dede  in  the  absence  of  the  said  ffisher  whose  infirmytie  was  then  such 

(a)  The  bridge  over  the  Avon,  now  in  ruins. 
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as  not  liable  bo  give  his  attendance  by  nightly  watches  as  he  was  wont  But  that 
notw'stonding  the  said  dede  woold  not  be  gott  sealid  untill  the  said  ffisher  were 
present  the  cause  certen  is  unknowen  but  as  he  doth  ymagyne  it  was  deferrid  to 
thend  that  both  it  should  be  thought  the  matter  was  hard  to  be  gotten  &  therby 
-  John  hubond  worthie  more  thanks  in  procuring  the  same  And  also  that  they 
of  the  towne  should  think  themselfs  more  bound  And  therfore  the  said  ffisher 
was  on  Sonday  the  viijth  daie  of  Aprill  1576  sent  for  in  great  hast  to  Kenelworth 
to  knowe  the  lordes  pleasures  therin  whither  comyng  the  said  ffisher  going 
Jo     hubonde's     towards  the  hall  uppon  the  steares  stoode  S1'  Jo.  hubond  who 

espieng  the  said  ffisher  comyng  up  the  hill  w'  a  staff  wekely  said 
alowde  John  ffisher  my  lordes  of  Warwik  &  leycester  are  pleased  to  seal  the  book 
for  Warwik  although  they  think  that  the  towne  is  not  worthie  therof  for  they 
fisUeis  auswvr  have  bene  enformed  somewhat  grevously  against  them  I  am 

veary  sorrye  said  tiisher  to  here  that  ther  Lordships  should  be  so  informed  and 
wold  be  more  sorrye  their  lordships  should  have  such  causes  as  I  trust  they  have 
not  knowing  that  for  the  better  sort  there  is  not  a  man  but  wold  most  willingly 
doo  their  dueties  in  that  they  might  so  doo  their  lordships  any  plesure 
or  service  as  if  there  be  of  the  worse  sort  any  lewde  that  have  misused 
themselves  in  any  sort  towards  them  is  to  be  &  shalbe  reformed  &  yet 
of  their  hono'8  not  to  be  regarded  Well  said  Sr  John  hubond  nowe  youe 
are    come   we    will    goo    to    my    lord   of    Warwik   who    is    in    his    chamb1'   And 

so  the  said  Sr  John  hubond  and  John  ffisher  went  togither  into 
fcherle  of  Warwiks  lodging  Where  the  said  Earle  being  acompanyed  wUl  Sir  ffulk 
Grevile  Sir  Thomas  Tresham  &  Sir  Willm  catesbye  the  said  S1'  John  hubond 
entiing  the  chamber  of  the  said  Earle  said  my  good  lord  Warwik  I  have  brought 
you  a  lame  fellowe  to  see  yo'"  lordshippe  wch  doone  the  said  ffisher  doying  his 
duety  to  the  said  Earle  The  said  Sir  John  hubond  said  John  ffisher  my  lord  of 
Warwik  is  contentid  to  parforme  the  sute  to  the  towne  of  Warwik  hoping  that 
•  will  herafter  showe  yo1'  selfs  more  duetifully  towards  him  for  his  lordship 
lmth  bene  enformed  that  youe  are  forgetfull  both  of  duety  &  good  neighborhood 
nich  said  ffisher  the  whole  towne  think  themselfs  duetifully  bound  to  yo1' 
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hono"  as  occasioned  by  yor  bonorable  goodnes  towards  them  many  ways  to  be 
not  only  al  yor  honors  comandm1  but  also  to  pray  for  yor  honoi'S  prosperytie  for 
ever  and  \\M|  willing  myndes  to  shewe  their  goode  harts  towards  you  or  any  of 

the  Earle  of  Warwik'a  yora  'u  an.v  way  or  w<  :IM.V  thing  they  have  I  woold  they  were  SO 
Bpeohe  to  fisher  said  my  lord  but  by  gods  will  I  know  there  be  a  sort  of  cullyons 

&  yet-  some  honest  meo  I  knowe  But  I  desire  nothing  that  is  there  but  for  my 
mony  and  asmuch  as  eury  other  man  will  give  hut  it  is  no  matter  I  humbly 

fisher  beseche  yor  bono1'  said  ffisher  change  y*  opinion  and  if  any  have 

otherwise  used  themselfs  than  they  ought  it  may  please  yor  bono1-  to  ympute  it 
to  lack  of  understanding  rather  than  any  wilfulnes  to  offend  yo1'  lordshipp  Well 

S'  Jo.  hubond  said  S1'  John  huboud  I  dare  assure  yo1'  lordshipp  that  whatsoer 

is  past  They  will  hereafter  shewe  themselfes  more  dutifull  to  yo1'  bono1'  I  besech 

fisher  yo1'  bono1'  said  ffisher  so  to  think  of  us  and  I  dare  promise  both 

my  L  of  W  for  myself  and  all  the  better  sort  it  shalbe  so  ffor  theself  said  the 

Earle  John  I  knowe  well  enough  and  I  woold  wish  the  rest  were  as  well  myndid 
as  theself  &c  And  therwth  Sir  John  hubond  offring  the  dede  to  the  said  Earle  the 

fisher  said  ffisher  making  as  manerly  curtesey  as  he  could  Said  the 

whole  towne  of  Warwik  understanding  of  yo1' honorable  good  favo1'  towards  them 
in  bestowing  uppon  them  the  Shire  hall  &  such  other  things  as  pleasid  yo1'  bono1' 
&  o1'  good  1  of  leicester  to  graunt  them  do  offer  by  me  their  simple  messinger  their 
most  dutifull  &  bounden  thanks  for  yo1'  honorable  good  disposicion  towards  them 
wherwUl  their  harts  wholly  wl  daily  prayers  for  yo1'  good  prospity  wth  thincrease 
of  all  hono1'  the  chief  good  they  can  wch  wtu  the  rest  to  the  uttermost  of  their 
small  powers  I  doo  assure  unto  yo1'  honorable  Lordship  I  woold  they  did  said 

the  dede  sealid  &  m>7  lot'd  And  then  calling  for  pen  &  Ink  he  assignid  the  said  dede 
signed  by  the  Earle  in  the  presence  of  the  gentlemen  beforesaid  and  calling  also  for 
(  )  Eoberts  his  servant  willid  him  to  put  his  seale  therunto 

which  was  presently  done 


224  /'///•     BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

5  dede(folio  140)  Omnibus  xxi  fidelibus    ad  quos  presenfces  Ire   puenint 

from   the  lories    of        .       .  ,,  .     _  .  .  ,.     . 

Amorosius  comes  \\  avwic  Baro  hslev  prenobilis  ordmis  gar  tern 

Warwik      &     ]  J   r  ° 

cester  to  the  towne  miles  Magister  ordinacionu  Domine  regine  ac  unus  a  privato 
consilio  suo  Et  Robertas  comes  Leicestr  Baro  de  Denbigh  utriusq  ordinis  garterii 
3  icti  Michis  miles  Magister  Equor  eiusd  due  Regine  aliusq  eiusdem  Dne 
tlie  otner  booke  Regine  consiliarius  Salutem  in  dno  Noueritis  nos  prefatos 
comites  pro  bono  zelo  quern  erga  rempublicam  Burgi  wai-wic  in 
com  Warr  gerira  puberumq  eiusdem  Burgi  in  bonis  Iris  salubrisq  dogmatibq 
educacoem  ac  mehorem  execucioem  legum  &  statutor  huius  Regni  Anglie  infra 
eundem  burgum  exequend  tradidisse  concessisse  &  confirmasse  et  hoc  pnti  scripto 
nro  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nris  tradere  concedere  et  confirmare  Balliuo  et 
Burgensibus  dci  Burgi  Warwic  in  com  Warr.  totu  illud  Edificiu  siue  capellam 
imp  uuncupat  siue  cognit  p.  nomeii  capelle  sancti  Petri  infra  Burgum  predcu 
Eundat  situat  desup  quandam  portam  voc  le  Estgate  Burgi  pred  -ac  murum  situat 
iuxta  sandem  capellam  unacum  vasta  terr.  fundo  &  solo  inter  predicant  capellam 
&  nmru  et  tenementu  modo  in  tenura  Margarete  Haley  vidue  Ac  totam  illam 
Aulam  siue  domu  nup  cognit  p.  nomen  de  le  Stuards  place  et  modo  voc  le 
Shirehall  in  Warwic  predca  unacu  vasto  &  gardino  eidem  domui  siue  Aule 
adiacen  &  ptn  Aceciam  totam  illam  domu  siue  tenementu  voc  seu  cognit  p. 

This  refers  to  another  minute  book  which  reaches  from  1610  to  1662  :    on  the  page  referred 
to  is  the  following  : — 

Lands  conveyed  to  the  Baylive  and  Bukgesses  to  their  owne  use 

Impris  one  graunt  dated  22'1  May  Anno  xlij"  Eliz.  nup.  Rne  from  Willm  Spicer  gent  to  the 

-ar   Baylive  and  Burgesses  of  all  that  mesuage  or  Tent  called  the  Crosse  house  &  of  all  that  other 

»e  w"'  thapputenns  called  the  Shire  hall  w'h  the  garden  &  peece  of  Land  to  the  said  inesuage 

liacent  and  all  that  Chappell  called  S'  Peters  Chappell  w'ii  apiece  of  wast  grounde  conteyning  by 

eslimacion  one  Rude  and  alsoe  that  other  pcell  of  waste  grounde  where  nowe  or  late  are  situate  the 

in  Butts  conteyning  by  estimacion  one  Rode  and  which  pmises  were  first  graunted  by  the  sd 

.:-ene  to  the  said  Baylive  &,  Burgesses  for  xl  yeares  and  afterwards  were  graunted  in  fee  to 

herd  Dawes  &  1  bomas  Wagstaffe  gent  &  by  them  bargained  &  solde  to  the  said  William  Spicer 

.:  his  heives  &  by  him  graunted  and  bargained  to  the  said  Baylive  &  Burgesses  and  their 

er  as  by  the  said  graunt  to  them  made  bearing  date  as  a  feofmt  made  betweene  the 

aid  William  Spicer  of  thone  pte  and  the  said  Baylive  &  Burgesses  of  thother  pte  maye  appeare 
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Qomen  de  le  crosse  baverne'"  in  Warwic  pred  cu  omibz  et  singlis  suis  muribus 
edificiis  structuris  cellariis  Solariis  easiamen  &  ptinen  uniusis  Habend  benend  & 
gaudend  predid  eapellam  murum  vasburn  &  predcu  domu  siue  Aulam  voc  le 
Shirehall  vel  Sbuards  place  ac  predicb  vasbum  &  gardinu  adiacen  aecuon  domu 
siue  benemen  vocab  cross.'  baverne  cellar  solar  &  cebera  premissa  cu  omibz  & 
siuglis  suis  pi.iin'ii  pivl'ab  Balliuo  eb  Burger)  eb  Succesoribz  suis  ad  opus  &  usum 
predicb  inppm.  Lta  bamen  qd  predci  Ball  eb  Burgenses  eb  Successores  sui 
pmibbenb  Iusbic  predce  dne  Regine  heredum  eb  Successoru  suor  barn  ad  pacem 
in  com.  warr  conservand  assigs  qm  alios  Jusbic  ibineranbes  &  lustic  ad  Assi. 
ac  alios  Jusbic  predce  doniine  Regine  heredu  &  Successor  suor  <ie  tempore  in 
bempus  quando  necesse  fuerib  &  es  oporbanu  videbitur  ad  libitum  suu  in  eandem 
Aulam  siue  domu  vocab  le  Shirehall  licite  &  quiete  inbrare  et  convenire  Ac 
Sessiones  suas  tarn  ad  Assiss  capiend  qui  gaolem  de  prisouibz  in  eo  exisben 
deliberaud  quameciam  alias  Sessiones  suas  tarn  p.  pace  conseruand  q)n  pro  bono 
regimne  &  gubernacoe  ppbi  com.  predci  ibidem  benere  ac  alia  sua  negocia  circa 
execuco  legum  et  statutor  huius  regni  Anglie  secunclu  tenorem  comissionu  suaru 
expediend  &  exequend  talibus  eisdem  et  consimilibus  modo  &  forma  prout  ante 
hec  bempora  usi  fuerinb  &  consueuerinb  Sciabis  insup  qd  nos  prefat  comites 
nominauimus  constituimus  eb  in  locis  mis  posuim  ac  p.  pntes  nominamus 
ordinamus  et  in  loco  nro  ponimus  dilectos  &  fideles  nros  Johem  Hubond  militem 
eb  Willum  Bdmondes  genosm  nros  veros  &  indubitab  Attorn  et  eor  alberuni  nrm 
verum  et  indubitab  Attorn  Dantes  &  conceden  prefab  Abborn  nris  eb  eor  alberi 
comunibim  &  diuisim  pobestatem  faculbatem  et  auctoribabeni  ad  intrand  comuuitim 
aub  diuisim  p.  nobis  &  nominibus  nris  in  predcam  eapellam  Aulam  domos  &  cera 
premissa  aub  eor  aliquain  parcellam  ac  seisinam  inde  capiend  Et  post  bmoi 
seisinam  sic  inde  capt  &  habit  dando  pleum  et  pacificam  possessionem  et  seisinam 
omnu  &  singior  pmissor  prefatis  Balliuo  eb  Burgensibus  aub  suo  in  hac  parbe 

(a)  As  the  Gross  stood  opposite  to  tbe  present  Court  House  we  may  conclude  that  the  Cross 
Tavern  was  close  by,  and  as  it  is  mentioned  in  conjunction  with  the  Steward's  Place  or  Shire  Hall, 
we  may  also  conclude  that  the  latter  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Court  House.  Some  subsequent 
meetings  are  described  as  being  held  at  the  Court  House,  near  the  Cross.  The  building  now  called 
the  Shire  or  County  Hall  is  in  Norlhgate  Street. 
P 
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Attornt  sine  Attorn  suis  de  nobis  &  p.  nobis  ac  noibz  mis  comunitim  aut  diuisim 
trad  ere  &  deliberare  p.  presentes  Eatii  &  gratum  bentes  et  habituri  totum  & 
quidquid  dei  Attorn  nri  seu  eor  alter  facient  aut  faciet  in  premiss  adeo  plene 
libere  et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  rnodo  et  forma  prout  nos  ipi  faceremus  si 
presentes  ibm  essemus  In  cuius  rei  testimonu  buic  presente  cbarte  nre  sigilla  nra 
apponi  fecimus  Dat  octavo  die  Aprilis  anno  regni  Domine  Elizabetbe  Dei  gra 
Angiie  ffranc  &  bibnie  Regine  fidei  defensoris  &c  Decimo  octavo  1576* 

Wch  dede  so  made  signed  &  sealid  at  Kenelwortb  as  aforesaid  was  delivered 
to  the  bandes  of  William  Edmonds  srunt  to  tbe  said  Earl  of  Leicestr  &  one  of 
the  Attorneys  for  delivery  of  tbe  possesion  wbo  kept  tbe  same  dede  in  bis  bands 
for  a  tyme  after  untill  be  migbt  spare  a  convenient  leasure  to  execute  tbe  same 
In  wcb  meane  tyme  tbe  said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  understonding  tbe  said  dede  to 
be  so  sealid  &  left  wc  tbe  said  Willm  Edmonds  made  Ire  of  Attorney  under  tbeir 
comon  seale  to  Jobn  ffisber  giveng  bim  auctoritie  to  receve  season  &  possession 
of  tbe  tbings  before  remembrd  to  tbe  use  of  tbem  tbe  said  Bailief  and  Burgesses 

posesion  delivered  by  Wberuppon  &  by  vertue  of  tbe  dedes  before  remembrid 

W.  Edmuudes  tbe  said  Willm  Edmonds  Comyng  to  Warwik   aforesaid   tbe 

xviijth  day  of  June  tben  next  following  did  deliver  possession  of  tbe  pmisses  of 
tbe  said  dede  to  the  said  Jobn  ffisber  to  tbe  use  of  tbe  said  Borougb(a)  in  tbe 
presence  of  many  psones  as  by  tbe  Indorcemt  of  tbe  said  dedes  may  appere 


*  See  Appendix  b. 

:  The  Bast  gate  and  St  Peter's  Chapel  are  now  iu  the  possession  of  the  trustees  of  Henry 
VHIth's  estate.  At  the  present  time  the  chapel  and  premises  adjoining  are  the  dwelling  of  the 
Seijeant-al  -Mace. 
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The  Myton  W  Eiots 

,,     ,  ,         (folio  141)  In  this  inline  tynie  contencion  erewe  betwene  Richnnl 
the  trowbles  betwenev  _    J  ° 

Ric.  Brook  and  the  Brookes  one  of  the  principall  Burgesses  of  this  borough  and  one 
towns  for  Myton  John  Raye  of  the  same  Borough  for  &,  about  the  leaces  of  the 
tuithes  of  Muyton  belonging  to  the  said  Borough  of  w''1'  tuithes 
one  John  Ray  i'father  of  this  John  Ray  had  gotten  severall  leaces  one  from  the 
colledge  of  Warwik  whiles  it  stoode  an  other  or  twoo  from  tbe  corporacion  of 
this  borough  sithens  it  was  incorporated^  wch  leaces  this  John  Ray  nowe  living 
having  by  the  gift  of  his  said  father  did  mortgage  to  the  said  brook  as  apereth  by 
the  pleadings  betwene  the  said  Ray  &  Brook  in  the  court  of  Request  where  the 
said  Raye  had  complaned  him  of  thextreme  &  fraudulent  dealing  of  the  said 
Brookes  by  supplicacion  to  the  queues  maty  who  comitting  the  examynacion  & 
ordering  of  the  cause  to  the  Maisters  of  her  requests  the  said  maisters  held  plea 
therof  as  may  appeare  by  a  decree  set  downe  wherein  is  shewed  the  hill  of 
complaint  the  aunswer  of  Brookes  the  replicas  of  Ray  &  rejoinder  of  Brookes  & 
so  their  ioyning  Issue  wherupon  commission  awardid  &  many  witnesses  examyned 
wch  as  may  seme  provid  so  mach  for  the  said  Ray  that  the  said  maisters  gave 
furth  their  decree  awarding  therby  that  Brookes  should  redeliver  to  Ray  all  such 
writings  leaces  &  bonds  as  he  had  of  Ray  and  pay  to  the  said  Raye  iiijxxli  for  the 
corne  &  hey  of  the  said  tuithes  wch  the  said  brookes  had  taken  the  two  yeres 
before  the  decree  and  that  he  should  deliver  quiet  possession  therof  to  the  said 
Raye.  and  that  Ray  should  pay  to  the  said  Brookes  so  much  mony  as  by  covennt 
or  specialty  was  due  to  Brookes  which  decree  being  pronouncid  &  set  furth  in 
writing  under  the  hands  of  the    Maisters  of  Request  was    lightly    estemid   of 

(a)  Myton  is  a  hamlet  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  Warwick,  and  lies  midway  between 
Warwick  and  Leamington.  In  the  time  of  Elizabeth  the  only  approach  to  it  from  Warwick  was  by 
way  of  the  old  bridge  over  the  river,  close  to  the  Castle;  at  the  present  time  the  road  to  it  is  over 
the  Castle  Bridge,  which  was  erected  in  the  year  1790,  the  old  one  having  become  somewhat 
decayed. 

(b)  The  first  Charter  of  Incorporation  is  dated  5th  May,  1546.  Among  the  entries  of  the 
possessions  of  St.  Mary's  in  Domesday  Book  there  is  the  following  :— of  Turchill  the  Church  of  Sl. 
Mary  in  Warwick  holds  1  hide  in  Moitone.  Henry  VIII"'-  Trustees  the  representatives  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  and  the  old  Corporation  still  possess  about  100  acres  of  land  at  Myton. 
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Brookes  who  woold  not  be  orderyd  by  the  said  decree  nor  pforme  any  part  therof 
although  he  was  eomandid  so  to  do  by  Iniuncions  of  the  said  court  Wheruppon 
attachm'  was  awardid  against  the  said  Brookes  who  by  shiftes  wtu  Sherif  sat  the 
said  attaehm'  arid  woold  neither  obey  decree  or  other  proces  but  devised  a  fyne 
feate  to  disappoint  the  same  And  by  reson  of  a  debt  woh  the  said  Brookes  did  owe 
to  the  queue  in  the  Exchequyre  he  procured  a  writ  of  privilege  out  of  the  said 
Exchequier  not  only  to  drawe  his  body  thither  but  also  to  bring  the  cause  thither 
wherwth  the  Alaisters  of  Bequest  greatly  inisliking  and  finding  his  practizes  to 
tend  chiefly  to  the  derogating  of  their  court  &  auctorytie  prosecutid  the  cause 
before  them  And  sent  out  comission  by  proclamacion  of  Kebellion  against  the 
said  Brookes  for  his  said  contempts  warraunting  the  same  by  vertue  &  force  of 
the  pryvie  Seale  The  tenor  wherof  ensuith. 

the  copye  of  the  com-  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  Quene  of  Englond  ffraunce 

n  of  Kebellion  &  Irelond  Defender  of  the  faith  &c  To  or  trustie  &  welbelovid 
»te  Brookes  fche  gheriff  of  Ql-  county  Gf  Warwik  And  to  o*  Bailief  of  o*  towne 
of  Warwik  greting.  We  will  &  comaund  youe  &  either  of  you  That  in  all -places 
wlhin  your  Jurisdiccions  &  libties  aswell  within  franchises  &  libties  as  without 
whear  by  yor  discreccons  shalbe  thought  most  expedient  &  behovefull  youe  doo 
make  open  &  solempne  proclamacion  in  forme  following,  fforasmuch  as  the 
queues  matv  o1'  most  graciouse  sovereigne  ladie  hath  heretofore  by  her  hieghnes 
couusell  of  her  honorable  court  of  Bequestes  not  only  made  &  taken  a  certen 
order  &  decree  in  a  matter  brought  before  her  maties  said  counsell  in  her  hieghnes 
said  court  betwene  her  Subiect  John  Bay  plaintif  against  Bichard  Brooke 
Defendant  but  also  awardid  furth  of  the  same  court  her  maties  spiall  Ires  of 
Iniuncion  under  her  hieghnes  privie  seale  uppon  the  penaltie  of  a  great  some  of 
monye  for  the  due  parformance  of  the  said  decree,  the  which  decree  &  Iniuncion 
tli--  said  Brook  hath  in  great  contempt  of  her  maiestie  &  her  said  counsell 
contempned  A  disobeide,  wheruppon  an  Attachment  was  likewise  awardid  to  the 
Sheriff  of  this  her  hieghnes  Countie  of  Warwik  to  attach  the  bodie  of  the  said 
Brook  for  his  said  contempt  The  which  he  also  most  like  a  Bebel  &  disobedient 
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Subiect  bath  comtempned  &  disobeid  to  bhe  great  &  manifest  contempt  of  ber 
bieghnea  said  counsel]  &  commandments,  and  to  tbe  evill  &  perillous  example  of 
others  her  loving  &  obedient  subiecfces.  Wherfore  our  said  souereigne  Ladie  bakitb 
&  reputitb  him  as  a  Rebelle  &  disobedient  Subiect.  And  therfore  willith  & 
straightly  chargith  all  &  euery  her  loving  &  obedient  Subiects  so  to  accept  repute 
&  bake  him.  And  that  no  man  herafter  ayd  or  assist  him  wth  meat  drynk  monye 
or  Lodging  rin bill  such  tyme  as  he  have  fully  obeid  &  submittid  himself  unto  our 
said  sovereigne  Ladie  ber  hieghnes  counsell  &  comaundents  And  over  this  that 
euery  man  doo  endevo1'  himself  by  force  &  vertue  of  this  proclamacion  to  attache 
&  put  under  arrest  &  sure  warde  the  bodie  of  the  said  Eicherd  Brooke  whersoever 
he  may  be  founde  ither  w'hin  ffranchises  &  libties  or  without  Any  ffranchise 
libertie  or  privelege  whatsoever  to  tbe  contry  herof  in  any  wise  notwtstonding, 
So  to  remayne  without  baile  or  mainprise  untill  such  tyme  as  our  said  souereigne 
Ladie  being  crtified  therof  have  signified  her  hieghnes  pleasor  what  shalbe  further 
doone  for  his  due  ponishmt  in  this  behalf  And  God  save  the  Quene.  And  our 
further  pleaser  is  &  also  wee  straitly  chardge  &  comaund  youe  that  by  like 
warraunt  &  auctorytie  herof  Yee  or  said  Sheriff  &  balief  and  either  of  you  doo  not 
only  arrest  apprehend  &  attache  the  bodie  of  the  said  Brooke  wheresoer  ye  may 
finde  him  within  yo1'  severall  liberties,  But  also  in  like  maner  ye  apprehend 
attach  &  arrest  the  bodies  of  euery  such  other  person  &  psones  whatsoever  as 
either  of  you  shall  finde  or  have  sufficient  notice  that  shall  contrary  to  the  good 
meanyng  of  the  said  decree  made  betwene  the  said  parties  in  this  cause  bearing 
date  the  xviijth  daie  of  ffebruary  last  past  in  any  sorte  or  maner  interrupt  molest 
or  tL-owble  the  quiet  possession  or  occupacion  of  the  said  (folio  142)  John  Bay  his 
Executors  administrators  or  assignes  of  &  in  Burgage  or  Tenem*  situate  in  o1' 
towne  of  Warwik  or  of  &  in  all  &  singler  the  tuithes  of  corne  &  heye  in  the  fieldes 
of  Myton  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Nicolas  in  our  said  countie  of  Warwik  And  the 
bodie  or  bodies  of  every  such  offenders  or  offender  so  being  by  you  attached  or 
apprehendid  after  his  or  their  apprehension  to  ymprisone  and  them  safely  to 
deteyne  &  kepe  in  prison  and  to  signifie  unto  us  &  o1'  said  counsell  what  his  or 
their  severall  offence  or  offences  shalbe  herin,  to  thintent  we  by  the  advice  of  our 
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counsell  may  fcak  such  further  order  for  his  or  their  further  ponishment  as  the 

qualitie  of  the  said  offence  shall  merit  And  that  from  tyme  to  tyme  youe  &  either 

of  youe  contynewe  thexecution  herof  towelling  the  preservacion  of  his  possession 

untill  such  byme  as  youe  shall  receve  comaundemt  to  the  contrary  from  us  &  our 

said  counsell  And  faile  ye  not  herof  as  youe  &  either  of  you  doo  tender  or  pleasure 

the  advancement  of  Justice  and  will  answer   for  the  contrary  at    yo1'   further 

peril les.  Geven  under  o1'  privie  seale  at  our  mano1'  of  Grenewich  the  viith  daie  of 

of       the     ^uty  m  ^ue  xvijtu  yel'e  °f  our  reigne.  This  Comission  under  the 

Comisiou     to    Jo.     privie  seale  was  brought  by  William  Wo'ceto1'  of  Bilton  brother 

Rk-eley    Bailif    of     \n  lawe  to  the  said  John  Eay  and  by  Eobart  Sheldon  his  freends 

and  delivered  to  John  Eidgeley  Bailief  of  Warwik  before  divers 

witnesses  on  tuesdaie  the  xvijth  of  Julie  1576  wth  speciall  instigacion  &  request 

presently  to  publishe  &  pclame  the  same  proclamacion.  Wherin  the  said  Bailief 

thexeeacioii  of  the  w&s  urged  so  farre  &  so  much  that  the  proclamacion  as  before 
was  that  tuesdaye  being  market  day  about  one  of  the  clock  in 
the  after  none  publisshid  &  at  the  hiegh  crosse  proclamed  though  in  the  presence 
of  fewe  persones  which  was  doone  in  respect  that  the  said  Brookes  was  one  of  the 
company  of  principall  Burgesses  for  otherwise  he  had  deservid  litle  consideracion 
being  a  man  very  trowblous  deceiptfull  &  subtill  seking  to  supplant  the  honest  & 
welmeaning  to  the  private  pfitng  of  himself  &  such  as  he  favored  The  condicions 
of  wcb  brooks  being  so  well  or  ill  knowen  to  many  woold  occupy  a  very  great 
volume  in  writing  which  this  writer  thinkith  convenient  to  let  passe  lest  fraudulent 
practizes  plainly  set  furth  might  be  an  other  tyme  provid  by  such  of  like 
disposicion  to  the  hurt  of  many  The  proclamacion  Bed  &  his  case  lamentid  for 
that  a  man  of  so  honest  calling  should  so  notoriously  be  openid  to  the  multitude  It 

„    ,     ,  .       .  ,  fell  out  so  as  the  wief  of  the  said  Brooks  having  knowleig  of  all 

Broke   his   wief   pro-  °  ° 

curith  persons  to  that  was  done  being  a  woman  &  mete  wief  for  such  a  husbond  & 
disobey  the  com-  mynding  to  shew  her  audacitie  &  corage  procured  divers  to  goo 
into  the  fields  not  only  to  disavow  the  order  before  taken  &  the 
dispossessing  of  Baye  But  also  to  possesse  &  give  title  to  an  other  one  Thomas 
Oldnall  her  owne  sonne  who  by  secret  devises  betwene  his  father  in  lawe  Brooks 
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&  him  had  an  assignement  or  conveyance  made  ol  the  said  buithes  from  Brookes 
uppon  a  secret  &  subtil]  collusn  bo  disapoint  the  order  of  bhe  court  And  tin's 
oldnall  being  at  that  tyme  w*  his  mr  Sr  John  hubond  at  the  Court  or  father 
coming  from  thens  had  by  Ins  mothers  apointnient  one  James  Richerdson  a  mau 
of  very  lewde  behavio1  as  Ins  deputy  &  ollicer  to  gather  the  hey  then  in  hand  \\"'h 

Ray  Complauith  being  understood  by  Raye  &  his  ffreends  viz  William  Worceto* 

&  Robart  Sheldon  who  for  Kay  had  appointed  one  Richerd  Pardy  to  gather  the 
said  tuithes  The  said  Willm  Worcetor  &,  Robart  Sheldon  togither  wth  the  said 
Ray  complanid  to  Mr  Bailif  &  signified  that  the  said  Richardson  was  in  the  field 
gathering  of  the  tuith  hey  and  that  he    had    reportid    he    did   it  for    Brookes 

Richerson  sent  for  Wheruppon  that  tuesday  night   M1'  Bailief    sent  for    the    said 

Richerdson  who  was  found  gathering  tuith  hey  as  had  bene  before  reportid,  and  by 
the  constable  of  that  ward  named  John  hopkins  by  the  comaundm'  of  M1'  Bailief 
brought  before  him  the  said  Mr  Bailief  &  John  ffisher  Steward  of  the  said 
Borough  by  whom  it  was  tolde  to  the  said  Richerdson  how  daungerosly  he  had 
done  to  medle  in  that  matter  wherin  the  queues  ma**  by  her  counsell  of  the  court 
of   Requests   had    set    an    order    wch  he   had  transgressed  &  therfore    deservid 

Ricberdsons  answere  ponishm*  acordingly  wch  if  it  should  he  given  him  were  &  woold 
submission  &  prom-  be  to  towch  him  much  To  that  the  said  Richerdson  aunswerid 
ise  that  he  was  comaundid  by  his  Mr  Maister  brookes  to  kepe  his 

possession  and  that  he  woold  do  so  farre  as  he  might  and  as  for  any  such  order 
or  pclamacion  openyd  or  spoken  of  by  M1'  bailief  he  said  he  knew  uot  of.  Than 
said  M1'  Bailief  you  shall  know  &  see  it  and  therwith  shewid  him  the  comission 
woh  than  was  red  in  Mr  Bailief  his  house  before  they  came  to  the  Seward  who 
stonding  at  the  crosse  there  came  to  him  the  said  M1'  Bailief  and  told  him  what 
had  bene  done  Wherupon  Richerdson  also  being  come  they  went  home  to  the 
house  of  the  said  Steward  where  the  whole  matter  &  circumstancs  on  both  sides 
openyd  The  said  Richardson  seniing  to  be  sorry  that  he  had  gone  so  farre  desired 
favo1'  pmissing  that  he  woold  not  medle  any  more  in  that  matter  And  so  in  hope 
of  his  reconciliacion  was  remittid  to  libty  for  that  tyme  The  next  day  being 
wensday  &  the  xviij111  of  July  The  said  Richerdson  acompanyed  wtb  one  Richerd 
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&     Ri      Brooks  a  tanner  &  a  very  meet  companyon  for  him  encoraged  & 

oks  doo  on  the     set  on  by  the  malicious  Mary  Brookes  the  wief  of  the  first  Eic 

[]l°     that  trowbleth  all  men  like  them  selves  having  nothing  to  lose 

but  their  carcasses  apt  to  no  good  woork  like  desperate  doers 

nto  the  fields  of  myton  to  gather  (folio  143)  the  tuithe  hey  and  to  kepe 

l  bis     possession  as  they  might  for  oldnall  which  being  percevid  by  the 

title  first  spred  .1  -t  -,  ,    .     ,      .  n  .  ,  , 

other  side  and  complaint    therof    made    &    earnest    request    & 

Rayes  servants  com-     cnar^ge  instigatid  to  the  said  Bailief  for    thexecucion   of   his 

comission  The  said  Mr  Bailief  went   himself  acompanyed   w* 

other  constables   &  officers  into  the  fields  where  he  found  the 

ln's  first  going     said  Richei'dson  and  Brooks  Tanner  keping  possession  of  such 

tuith  hey  as  was  set  furth  which  Richardson  &  Brookes  were 

apointid  in  warlik  &  riotous  maner  to  defend  themselves  And 

Richerdsoi!      Ri. 

w1"  them  there  was  the  forsaid  Mary  wief  of  the  said  Brookes 

15  rook  es  tanner  J 

Tin..  Brokes   Mary     &na  Thorns   Brooks  her  husbonds  brother  &  others  quarelling 

about  the  matter  but  using   no  force    more    than    that    Mary 

Brookes  satte  &  stood  uppon  part  of  the  hey  as  one  shewing  her  countenance  and 

t  woords  for  thincoragence  of  the  others  wch  being  provid  to  the  said  M1' 

Bailief  he  said  to  Richerdson  &  the  other.  What  meanith  this 

yor  outrageous  behavio1'  doo   you  not  knowe   how  greatly  ye   offend,  and   had 

you  not  warning  yesterday,  that  ye  should  not  meclle  w*  this  matter  and  howe 

cometh  it  to  passe  that  ye  will  still  psever  in  thes  outrages  to  the  contempt  of 

ma,v  expresse  comaundmts  &  proces  Ye  shall  surely  smart  for  it,  and  get  you 

•  and  suffer  Ray  to  enioy  his  owne  quietly  &  such  other  as  he  hath  apointid 

that  purpose.   To   w1'1'  it  was   aunswerid    generally    by    all 

1  Brooks  wief  as  others  that  lie  should  have  nothing  to  doo  there. 

hat  was  then   doone  was  done  on  the  behalf  &  in   the  tytle  of  Thomas 

all  in  whose  possession  A  right  they  were  there  and  that  they  woold  kepe  & 

utene,  and  therwithall  as  this  writer  was  informed  used  many  other  great 

nsl  aswell  the  bailief  as  the  court  from  whence  the  proces  came,  but 

bicause  this  writer  heard  them  not  he  reportith  them  not.  In  thend  M1'  Bailief 
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peeving  thai  his  specb  did  nol  greatly  prevails  but  rather  that  the  outrage  of  the 

bhe  ComisRion  red  in  other  &  the  company  grewe  greater,  be  booke  out  of  a  boxe  the 
the  field  cornission  under  scale  And  there  iii  the  Held  openly  in  the  sight 

of  the  said  mary  Brookes  &  all  the  rest  openly  red  the  said  comission  & 
proclamacion  which  notwithstonding  they  lightly  regardid  &  contynewed  their 
force  offering  to  put  away  bhe  srunt  of  the  said  John  Raye  from  woorking  it 
making  of  the  said  haye  woh  the  said  Bailief  seing  comaundid  them  to  depte  & 
suffer  the  said  Kayos  srunt  to  doo  his  busines  w1'1'  they  woold  not  doo  And 
therfore  the  said  Mr  Bailief  comaundid  such  constables  &  assistants  as  he  then 

Richerdsou  Brokes  bad  there  to  apprehend  the  said  Eicherdson  &  Brookes  Tanner 
taken  &  t-ommted  and  to  bring  them  wth  him  and  so  they  did  upp  into  the  towne 
where  the  said  Bailief  and  the  Stuard  examining  the  said  Brookes  &  Eicherdson 
what  auctorytie  or  warrant  they  had  for  their  doings  in  that  matter  They 
aunswerid  that  they  bad  bene  there  in  the  defence  of  Thorns  Oldnall  bis 
possession  wherin  they  woold  stand  &  maynteyne  the  same  to  the  uttermost  of 
their  power  And  that  they  were  sure  that  they  that  had  apointid  them  there 
woold  see  them  defendid  and  fetch  them  out  of  prison  if  they  should  be 
ympiisoned.  Wheruppon  a  mittimus  was  made  and  the  said  Brookes  Tanner  & 
Eicherdson  comyttid  whout  Baile  or  maynprise.  This  so  doone  &  understood  to 

Ri.  Bvook  his  comyug     Brookes  &  his  freends  The  first  Bicherd  Brookes  the  causer  of 

from  London  all  this  came  home  that  night,  and  having  pcured  a  Ire  from  Mr 

Sekford  one  of  tbe  Maisters  of  Eequest  for  sparing  of  execucion  of    the    said 

comission  so  farr  only  as  towelling  the  taking  of  bis  Bodie,  he  shewed  himself  at 

home  in  his  owne  house  very  valiant  as  one  that  had  not  only  conquered  but  also 

Brokes  mesage  done  brought  great  warraunt  bothe  for  himself  &  bis  in  this  matter 
to  the  Balif  ourthrew  of  the  proces  &  reproch  of  the  officers  &  offices  And 

then  sent  woord  upp  to  tbe  Bailief  that  nowe  he  was  come  home  if  lie  woold  any 
thing  wth  him,  and  yet  kept  tbe  Ire  wUl  himself  wtu  wch  message  being  psumptuosly 
done  tbe  Bailief  was  somewhat  trowblid  and  came  to  the  Stuard  &  some  other  of 

advise  of  the  asistauts  his  assistants  to  knowe  what  was  best  to  be  doone  wberupon  it 
was  thought  mete  to  stay  that  night  and  to  call  tbe  rest  of  tbe  company  togither 
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the  next  morning  and  so  to  be  further  advised  woh  was  done  accordingly.  And  so 

John  Grene  Wilhu  l'ie  llext  morning  being  thursday  the  said  Bailief  sending  for  vj 
frekulioii  sem  from  or  vij  of  his  company  conferring  of  this  matter  in  thend  thought 
to  Brookes  ^  good  to  send  one  or  twoo  of  the  same  company  to  the  said 
Brookes  bothe  to  give  him  knowleidge  what  outrage  had  bene  comittid  and 
what  pees  &  order  was  sent  out  against  him  and  to  advise  him  to  behave 
himself  so  as  both  the  queues  peace  may  be  kept  &  himself  reconsilid  And 
for  this  prpose  it  was  thought  good  that  John  Grene  one  of  the  principall 
burgesses  should  goo  to  the  said  brooks  and  wmall  to  requyre  that  if  he 
had  any  dischardge  for  that  matter  that  he  woold  let  it  be  knowen,  and 
after  the  said  John  Grene  was  William  ffrekulton  sent  to  assist  him  (folio  144) 
who  comyng  to  the  house  of  Brookes  found  him  at  home  and  declarid   their 

Brokes  answer  &  message,  who  aunswerid  that  he  thought  himself  very  straightly 
&  extremely  delt  wth  by  the  Bailief  &  his  company.  But  as  for 
that  comission  he  doubtid  not  but  to  be  liable  to  aunswere  the  matter  well 
enough  and  that  he  had  a  discharge  therof  and  therwith  shewid  to  the  said 
ffrekulton  &  Grene  the  endorcement  of  a  Ire  but  the  contents  he  woold  not  shewe 
them,  but  afterwards  shewed  the  whole  Ire  to  John  Grene  privately  which  was 
in  effect  to  spare  thexecucion  of  the  comission  &  taking  of  his  bodye  neu'lheles 
aunswred  that  he  did  not  medle  in  the  matter  But  that  was  doone  was  in  the  title 
and  right  of  Thomas  Oldnall  to  whom  he  had  set  the  same  tithes  And  he  thought 
he  wold  doo  what  he  could  to  enioy  them  wth  this  aunswer  the  messingers  returned 

themeseugersreaport  And  reportid  what  they  had  heard  And  that  Thorns  Oldnall  was 
there  wth  some  assistance  clayming  the  tuith  and  sayng  that  he  woold  have  it  if 
he  could  orells  &c  uppon  wch  returne  of  the  messingers  &  their  report  It  was 

Sir  Jo  huboud  being     thought  good  that  a  Ire  should  be  writen  to  Sr  John  hubond 

atKenelwaswriteu     being  than  at  Kenelwerth  to  adurtise  him  not  only  what  proces 

&  comaundm1  was  come  to  the  Bailief  but  also  howe  mainly  his 

srunt  Thomas  Oldnall  assisted  wl  some  of  his  fellowes  offred  to  stand  in  that 

quarrell  ppared  therunto  wl  swoords  bucklers  long  staves  &  other  like  weapons 

affirming  that  they  woold  have  the  tuith  orells  dye  on  the  ground  And  also  that 


////•:    BLACK    IK»>I<    or    WAUW1CK.  235 


the  other  side  Rayes  Freends  being  as  \\  ill'ull  were  as  redy  to  brye  their  manhodes 
w1  the  others' ami  so  very  great  like  of  ymynenfc  peril]  if  some  good  order  were  not 
taken.  And  bherfore  thai  it  might  please  the  said  S1'  John  either  to  call  his  men 
away  orells  he  some  meanes  of  pacifieug  of  so  great  a,n  outrage  redy  to  be 
comyttid.  \V'h  Ire  to  that  effect  writen.  the  same  was  presently  delured  to  the  said 
William       frekultou     William  ffrekulton  as  one  indifferent  &  mete  to  carry  the  same' 

sent  with  the  Eire  ami  so  to  be  put  in  trust  to  sliewe  the  said  comission  k  proces 
to  the  said  Sr  John  huhond  wcb  proces  also  was  delivred  to  the  said  Willm 
ffrekulton  to  be  carried  w"'  him.  But  not  long  after  &  that  hefore  be  could  make 
himself  ready  it  was  considered  as  a  thing  materiall  &  very  necessary  to  kepe  the 
comission  at  borne  least  in  the  mean  tyme  any  mysdemeauo1'  happening  and  the 
bailief  having  not  his  warraunt  he  should  be  forced  to  sit  downe  and  suffer  that 
was  not  mete.  Wberupon  the  comission  was  requyred  of  the  said  ffrekulton  and 
be  notw'stonding  dispacbid  wl  the  Ire  only.  Who  came  to  S1'  Jo  huboud  &  delivered 
the  said  Ire  from  the  bailief  unto  him  before  his  going  to  dynner  wch  the  said  Sr 
John  Beading  askid  for  the  comission  or  proces.  which  the  said  ffrekulton  said 
was  at  Warwik  in  the  keping  of  M1'  Bailief.  Then  said  the  said  S1'  John  howe  can 
I  give  any  advise  to  M1'  Bailief  if  I  have  not  the  comission.  Therfore  go  yo1'  way 
Sir  Jo.  his  mesage  by     home  said  S1'  John  and  let  the  bailief  &  half  a  dosen  of  bis 

m»uth  company  come  presently  to  me  so  as  they  be  here  w'hin  tbes 

two  bowres.  And  I  will  let  them  have  myne  opinion.  wtb  this  message  Willm 

the  messengers  re  turn     ffrekulton  returned  and  cam  to  the  Bailief  about  twoo  or  three 

&  report  of  the  clock  and  the  said  Bailief  &  ffrekulton  came  to  the  Steward 

Mr  budson  &  M1'  crane  being  in  Phillips  garden  and  reported  S1'  John  his  aunswer 

&  mynde  which  being  understood  It  was  thought  strange  first  to  send  for  the 

the  Balifs  &  assistants     bailief  &  his  company  out  of  the  towne  and  then  in  such  tyme 

resolution  for  that     as    was    not    possibly    to   be    observid   for    the    tyme    of    the 

tyme  messingers  comyng  home  &  preparing  eury  man  to  ride  woold 

ask  more  than  twoo  houres  besides  that  the  messinger  told  the  said  Bailief  &  his 
company  that  except  they  did  come  wmin  twoo  bowres  Sr  John  woold  be  gone 
back  to  the  court  and  therfore  had  lien  somuch  the  lenger  in  the  morning  &  beat 
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day  that   be    might   bravell    in    the    cole   evening.    Thes    messages    well 

jnsidered  the  Bailiel  &  his  company  bing  loth  to  lose  their  labo1'  to  ride  &  then 

e  to  short  wc  was  very  likely,  and  being  very  carefull  to  preserve  the  peace 

asmuch  as  might  be  determyned  to  barry  at  home  to  be  in  redynes  to  depress 

that  might  ensue  so  went  not  to  Kenelworth  And  so  that  day  passid  wHiout  any 

ill&hisfelowes     harme  done   more  than  that   the  said  Oldnall  &  divers  of  his 

thefieldes       fellowes  were  in  the  fields  wth  great  Bravery  &  edge  toles  to 

r  v  make  the  bey  And  on  the  morrow  being  friday  Thomas  Oldnall  assisted 

he    to     w"  bwoo  others  of  his  fellowes  came  up  to  the  said  M1'  Bailief 

and  told  him  that  he  had  ymprisoned  twoo  of  his  men   and 

desired  to  know  the  cause  whie  he  so  did  to  wch  the  said  Mr  Bailief  aunswered 

t  he  had  done  that  he  was  comaunded  but  he  knew  no  men  of  his  ymprisoned 

for  those  that  were  ymprisoned  were  such  as  disturbed  the  possession  of  John 

l;   v  in  tiie  buithes  of  myton  and  that  he  (folio  145)  was  comaunclid  in  nowise,  to 

er,  nor  woold  Well  said  Oldnall  Eay  gettith  no  tithes  there  ner  no  man  ells 

but  myself  for  it  is  myne  &  I  will  have  them  orells  I  will  lie  in  the  dust  And  you 

•-hall  aunswer  yor  doings,  whereunto  the  bailief  aunswerid  I  do  nothing  doubt  to 

mswer  my  doings  and  bicause  you  pretend  a  litle  that  I  never  herd  of  before  I 

M  Balif  sheweih  the     wish  you  to  beware  that  you  doo  no  more  than  you  may  lest 

Jldnail     you  here  therof  And  therwith  shewed  them  the  comission  of 

which  the  said  Oldnall  &  his  company  made  no  recoiling  and  said  this  towchitb 

ae,  but  my  father,  A  my  father  had  nothing  to  do  \vL  it  this  twelve  moneths 

e  But  >Uliens  M1'  Bailief  ye  stand  uppon  yo1' comission  here  is  a  dischardge 

leiiuereth  a     for  that  and  it  had  bene  mete  that  you  had  made  M1'  Sheriff 

privy  before  ye  had  delt  in  that  comission  bicause  the  Sheriff  is 

i  comission  before  you,  and  therwithall  delivered  to  M1'  Bailief  the  Ire  afore 

remembred.  The  Tenor  whereof  ensuith 

-  k.  After  my  hartie  eomendacions   where   the  queues    mats 

proces  under  her  hieghnes  privy  seale  is  awardid  unto  youe  to 

attach    one    Richerd    Brook  at  the  sute  of  John  Wraye  And  for  that  I    have 

>oiutid  to  heare  the  cause  of  controversy  betwene  the  said  parties  the  first  of 
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Augusl  uexl  :it  Grafton  if  her  matJ  shall  then  be  there  Thea  are  therfore  to 
require  you  until]  that  tyme  to  slay  from  executing  of  the  said  procee  and  this 
shalbe  yov  dischavdge  in  that  behalf,  from  my  house  nere  S1  Johns  tins  xvj"1  of 
July  L576 

Yo1'  loving  fiend 

Thorns  Sekford 
[ndorced  &  directid 

To   my    loving    fronds    the    hiegh 

Sheriff  of  the  County  of  warwik  &  to    the 

bailief  of  the  towne  of  Warwik 

Oldnall   desireth    to  W'U  ^re  so  delivered  to  the  said  Bailief  after  he  had  red 

have  the  Ire  agayu     the  same  The  said  Thorns  Oldnall  required  to  have  agayn  & 

&   a,  copy   of  the     fc^  ]^r  Bailief  woold  take  a  copie  therof  and  that  doone  that 

he  might  have  the  said  Ire  &  a  copie  of  the  comission  to  the 

hiegh  sheriff  Wheruppon  the  said  M1'  Bailief  imptid  the  same  &  the  whole  request 

the  Stewardes  aduice     to  the  Stuard  who  advised  him  to  kepe  the  Ire  for  his  warraunt 

whatsoever  should  happen  And  as  towching  copies  either  of  the  comission  or  this 

Ire  it  was  in  his  choice  whither  he  woold  make  any  or  not.  but  the  more  to 

satisfy  them  it  were  not  greatly  materiall  if  he  let  them  have  copies.  Wheruppon 

copies  were  made  both  of  the  comission  &  Ire  &  delivred  to  the  said  Oldnall. 

which  whan  were  offred  to  him  he  litle  estemid  but  woold  have  had  the  Bailief 

to  have  kept  &  delivred  the  Ire  to  him.  And  after  this  the  said  Oldnall  accompanid 

Oldeuall     &     other     wth  nij"r  or  v  others  of  Sr  John  hubonds  srunts  having  svvoords 

make  hey  w'  swordes     &  Bucklers  and  w*  tvvoo  others  wtu  long  pikid  staves  &  pikeforks. 

aud  Bukiers  rp^g  names  0f  wc  pSOnes  be  not  knowen  went  into  Myton  field  & 

the  closes  neer  the  said  field  and  there  gathered  &  made  heye.  Wherof  Mr  Bailief 

Mr  Balif  goeth  into     being  advertised  taking  wth  him  a  fewe  such  as  he  thought  both 

sober    &   discrete   namely   Richerd    Stevins    constable   Thorns 

second  tyme 

Chapman    constable    henry    Bird    constable    Richard    Smith 
Mr  Balifs  chardge  pewterer  Anthony  clemens  baker  &  some  other  went  into  the 
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fielde  Where  meting  w"'  the  other  pevsones  tolde  them  they  did  not  well  in  this 
unquiet  mauer  to  trowble  the  peace  &  good  quiet  of  the  queues  subiects  and 
their  answers  therfore  willid  them  to  depart  and  to  kepe  gods  peace  &  the 

queries.  Who  aunswerid  that  they  were  there  in  qet  possession  of  Oldnall  and 
that  they  ment  not  to  breke  the  peace  onles  it  were  offred  to  them,  but  being 
there  they  woold  not  leve  the  possession  and  that  they  woold  have  the  hey  orells 
it  should  cost  some  of  their  lieves  and  advised  the  said  bailief  that  he  should 
beware  what  he  did,  for  he  should  aunswer  his  doings  and  that  he  had  done 
enough  alredy,  and  that  Oldnall  wold  break  the  neck  of  the  corpacn  And  as  some 
of  the  company  reportid  They  bad  M1'  Bailief  go  home  orells  haply  his  cote  might 
be  torne  And  that  if  any  man  stirred  or  any  thing  were  done  his  cote  should  be 
first  pluekid  over  his  head.  And  being  pswadid  by  some  to  leave  those  woords  & 
outrages  Sr  Jo.  hubonds  man  namely  the  cook  should  say.  That  if  M1'  Bailief 
brought  an  hundred  they  woold  the  next  day  have  iju  &  if  M1'  bailief  brought  three 
hundred  they  woold  have  iiijc.  Wheruppon  &  chiefly  in  avoiding  what  otherwise 
might  happen  the  said  Bailief  willid  John  Reyes  man  being  but  only  one 
to  walk  about  the  field  and  look  to  bis  maisters  busines  and  so  returned  into  the 
towne.  By  which  tyme  it  was  told  that  Sr  John  hubond  was  not  gone  to  the  court 
but  was  still  at  Kenelworth.  Wheruppon  it  was  thought  good  that  a  Ire  should 
be  writen  unto  him  aswell  to  advertise  him  of  all  thes  things  as  to  as  to  desiie 
him  to  call  home  his  men.  And  theruppon  an  other  Ire  was  writen  in  this  mauer 

a  second  ire  writen  to  Sir  acording  to  that  we  were  bold  to  write  to  you  yester- 

Sir  Johu  hubond  clay  here  w*in  the  libties  of  this  borough  is  like  to  be  doone  by 
rants  of  yors  great  outrage,  who  arming  themselves  w'  swoords  bucklers  & 
other  like  unmeat  weapons  for  peasable  men  doo  offer  wth  force  not  onely  to  take 
away  the  possession  of  certen  tuithes  from  one  Raye  whom  we  are  comaunded  to 
maynteyne  in  possession  But  also  say  they  will  kepe  the  possession  (folio  146) 
theiof  wc  unreasonable  force  many  hundredes  which  as  they  excede  greatly  the 
bondes  of  reason  So  we  assure  o1'  selves  they  do  it  without  yo1'  consent  &  privitie 
(as  fcb  bo  the  use  of  Oldnall  Our  humble  desire  is  that  youe  will  call  that 
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riotouse  company  hens  before  they  exeede  in  accion  so  Earre  as  they  say  bhey 
entend,  to  wrong  the  poore  man.  ffor  otherwise,  worse,  may  &  is  very  like  to  ensue 
than  wee.  can  by  any  meanes  gently  depresse.  Ami  forasmuch  as  yor  worshipp  is 
one  whom  we  greatly  regard  &  think  o1'  selves  beholden  unto  and  also  in 
comission  Eor  the  peace  keaping  wee  <loo  trust  veryly  yo1'  wisdome  will  tak  order 
as  no  such  Riot  may  he  continewed  hy  any  towards  you  But  that  rather  ye  will 
please  to  he  meane  to  appease  the  same,  which  if  he  not  presently  doone  wee 
doubt  what  may  followe  And  the  soner  it  is  doone  the  more  we  shall  recon  to  be 
beholden  unto  yo1'  worshipp  w*  whom  we  wolde  have  bene  glad  to  have  conferrid 
of  this  matter  but  dare  not  absent  or  selves  least  mischief  might  happen  in  the 
meane  tyme  contrary  to  o1'  good  willes  Therfore  earnestly  &  hartely  desire  yor 
wo'shipl'ull  &  wise  order  in  this  behalf.  At  Warwik  this  xxth  of  July  1576  in  hast 
y«  w'ships  to  comand.  J.E.b  WG.  R.ff  Th  p.  J.F. 

this     ire     sent    by  This  Ire  was  sent  by  oliver  Brook  to  have  bene  delivered 

Olivere  Brook  was  to  S1'  Jo.  hubond  but  the  said  Brook  meting  twoo  of  S1  J. 
not  delivered  hubonds  men  in  Kenelworth  lane  was  told  by  them  that  their 

Maister  was  riden  from  Kenelworth  but  whither  they  knew  not.  Wheruppon 
that  messinger  returned  wl  the  Ire  &  that  aunswer  to  M1'  Bailief  not  long  after  it 
was  said  that  S1'  John  was  gone  but  to  colshill  and  that  he  wold  returne  that 
night  wheruppon  an  other  messinger  Willrn  Sharpies  was  about  ix  of  the  clok 

Sent  again  by  Willm  that  fryday  night  sent  agayn  to  Kenelworth  wth  further 
Sharpies  not  del-  comaundm*  that  if  Sr  John  were  not  there  but  at  colshill,  that 
yuenci  he  woold  ride  thither  to  him.  The  said  Sharpies  went  also  to 

Kenelworth  where  he  found  not  Sr  Jo.  but  heard  that  he  wold  be  there  the  next 
morning  very  early  but  where  he  was  he  could  not  learne  by  any  meanes  and 
therfore  returned  wtu  the  Ire.  Wheruppon  John  ffisher  considering  the  teno1'  of 

an  other  ire  sent  from     the  former  Ire  &  wlhall  the  corage  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 

Jo.  fisher  only  by     they  had    wiiten  and   w^all  the  malice  of   Brook  who  as   a 

bis  owne  man  subtill  and  conyng  companion  woold  practize  the  displeasure  he 

could  devise  to  hurt  the  towne.  Wrote  therfore  a  more  humble  or  gentle  Ire  in 

his  owne  name  to  the  said  S1'  John  hubond  wherin  he  tempred  his  stile  wth  more 
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;  mettell  though  in  effect  the  same  matter  and  tending  to  the  same  end,  and 

sent  the  said  private  Ire  of  his  ov\  ne  to  the  said  S1'  John  who  was  hopid  to  he  at 

elworth  but  was  not   And  bicause  it  should  he  the  more  substancially  done 

the  said  {fisher  sent  his  owne  man  therw11'  who  tarried  at  Kenelvvorth  till  the 

comyng  of  Sr  John  buboud  wch  was  ahout  one  of  the  clok  in  thafternone  that 

Job.      hubond     Saturday  the  xxi'  of  July  at  whose  returne  he  deliverid  the  Ire 

liewitb  the  Ire  t>>     to  him  who  first  reading  the  same  ymediatly  theruppon  deliverid 

I  .Tefreys     it  fco  t\ie  saKj  Brooks  &  to  John  Jeffreys  to  puse  And  theruppon 

willid  the  messinger  to  make  as  good  spede  as  he  could  home  to  his  master  & 

■will  him  to  cause  Mr  Bailief  &  him  to  mete  the  said  S1'  J.  huhond  at  the  Shire 

hall    in    Waiwik   assoue   as   they   could   for  he  woold  he  there  assone  as  the 

ss     ger  w,h  w,h  message  the  messinger  returned  And  M1'  Bailief  the  said  John 

ffisher  ftlr  hudsou  Mr  Townsend  M1'  Powell  &  M1'  ffrekulton  spedely  reped  to  the 

shire  hall   to  expect  the  comyng  of  the  said  Sl*  John  hubond  who  about  three 

of  the  clock  cam  thither  acompanyed  wth  M1'  George  Turvile  Mr  henry  Besbich 

the  said  Brookes  &  Jeffreys  and  after  some  straunge  kind  of  g'tulons  entrid  into 

the  matter  as  herafter  shalbe  shewed. 

Rajes freendes desire  -But  whiles  fcnes  things  were  thus  in  doing  The  fiends  of 

h-es  from  M1'  Balif     Rave   having   intelligence    of   the   former    Ire    come   from    M1' 

the     Mr     of     Sekford  desired  Ires  to  the  said  Mr  Sekford  to  advertise  him  of 

the   hehavio1'  of  the  other   parties    supposing   veryly   to    bring 

further  order  to  the  bailief  for  his  pceding  to  thexecucion  of  the  comission  the 

rather  for  twoo  causes  one  bicause  they  had  not  bene  made  privy  that  the  Mr  of 

Requests    wolde    deale   therm.    And   other   bicause   the    hand   of    M1'   Seckford 

subscribed  to  the  decree  did  much  vary  wherby  also  some  zelosy  entred  into  Mr 

Bailiefs  &  other  officers  heades  towching  that  matter,  wherin  they  desired  to 

deale  so  as  the}-  might  in  tyme  to  come  aunswer  their  doings  and  therfore  so 

much  the  willinger  to  write  to  M1'  Sekford  at  the  request  of  Willm  Worcetor  & 

ot  Sheldon  who  both  promised  to  travell  therin,  and   therfore    wrote    as 

folio  with,   w'1'   was  done  before  sight  of  the  Ire  only  upon  the  report  of  John 

3eing  the  Ire  in  Ric.  Brooks  baud. 
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Mi e  oopie  of  W  Balifa  ^Ul"  humble  dueties  premised.  It  may  please  yor  wo'shipp 

Hist     ire     to    M'-     to  hv.  advrtised  that  on  tuesday  last  being  tlie  xvijUl  of  this  instant 
Sekford  moneth  July  M1'  Bailief  of   this  borough   of    Warwik   recevid 

comission  under  the  quenes  matys  privy  seale  to  the  Shereff  of  the  County  of 
Warr  &  to  him  the  said  bailief  addressed,  wherby  it  was  comaundid  That 
proclamacion  of  Rebellion  should  be  made  against  Richerd  Brooke  defendant  in 
a  Sute  brought  (folio  147)  against  him  by  one  John  Ray  for  the  title  of  a  Burgage 
&  certen  tuithes  in  Warwik  and  also  for  the  aprehencn  of  the  said  Brook  where 
&  when  he  may  be  found.  And  wHiall  to  kepe  &  maynteyne  the  said  John  Rey  in 
quiet  possession  of  the  said  Tuithes  and  to  ymprison  such  pson  as  woold  or 
should  go  about  &  dispossess  the  said  Ray  therof  and  also  to  kepe  such  persones 
offending  untill  her  hieghnes  pleasure  might  be  signified  for  their  further  ponishm1. 
By  vertue  wherof  and  for  the  further  &  better  kuoleig  of  her  ma'8  pleasure  in  this 
behalf  I  the  said  Balief  wUl  the  ayde  of  my  bretherne  &  assistants  of  the  same 
borough  did  the  said  xvijth  daie  cause  the  said  proclamacion  to  be  publisshid 
according  to  the  said  comission  &  comaundment  And  further  uppon  compleint 
made  the  next  daye  after  that  certen  light  persones  had  taken  uppon  them  to 
gather  part  of  the  said  tuithes  namely  certen  cockes  of  heye  or  gresse  fallen  &  set 
furth  as  tuithes  w'hin  the  said  fields  of  My  ton,  caused  the  said  proclamacion 
again  there  to  be  openly  red  &  withall  chardgid  that  no  man  or  person  should  be 
so  hardie  as  to  meddle  wth  the  said  tuithes,  but  only  the  said  Raye  or  his 
assignes  uppon  the  perill  specified  in  the  said  proclamacion  All  which 
notw'stonding  the  said  light  fellowes  namely  Richerd  Brookes  of  Warwik  afore- 
said Tanner  and  James  Richerdson  Shomaker  did  most  manifestly  contempning 
the  said  pclamacion  contynewe  the  gathering  of  the  said  haye  or  gresse  tuithes 
which  they  said  they  were  comaundid  did  &  wooid  doo  for  &  to  the  use  of  one 
Thomas  Oldnall  sonne  in  la  we  to  the  said  Brook  proclamed  and  were  there 
maynteyned  in  open  showe  by  Marye  the  wief  of  the  said  Brook  pclamed  &  by 
Thomas  Brooke  brother  to  the  said  Richerd  and  so  to  dispossesse  the  said  Raye 
&  such  as  he  had  apointid  his  assignes.  ffrom  winch  their  doings  they  woold  in 
nowise  be  restraned  by  any  gentle  meane  or  speche,  but  rather  chose  &  offred 
Q 
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bhemselfs  to  fcrye  their  Maisters  title  by  force  wf  the  hassard  of  their  lives 
(according  to  their  pmises  before  made)  (as  they  said)  then  to  depart  &  leave 
their  nitendid  purpose  Wheruppon  I  the  said  Bailief  being  personally  present 
wtb  such  officers  &  other  honest  assistants  as  I  thought  necessary  procedid  in 
thexecucion  of  the  said  comission  &  caused  the  weapons  of  the  said  twoo  evill 
doers  to  be  taken  from  them  And  conhtted  them  to  warde  tbe  comon  gaole  tbere 
to  reuiayne  unfcill  further  order  should  be  taken  acording  to  the  order  of  the  said 
comission.  Sithens  which  tyine  the  said  Thomas  Oldnall  is  come  in  persone  & 
chalengith  the  Title  to  be  his  &  not  Brookes  &  that  the  persones  comyttid  bee  his 
smuts  &  wrongfully  ponishid  withall  giving  out  many  great  woordes  that  he  & 
such  frendes  as  he  will  make  will  kepe  &  have  the  said  possession  threatening 
further  that  the  said  officers  &  assistants  in  this  behalf  shall  knowe  that  they 
have  doon  wrong  in  those  their  proceclings  &  shall  receve  acordingly  litle  esteming 
(as  it  may  seme)  the  auctorytie  alredy  recevid  to  the  great  discomfort  of  the  good 
&  obedient  subiects  but  greater  to  the  incoragement  of  other  malefactors.  Besides 
all  this  the  said  Brookes  pclamed,  affirmith  that  yo1'  worshipp  being  Judge  of  the 
Court  from  whence  this  comission  is  sent  have  by  yor  Ire  required  that  the  said 
comaundm*  or  comission  shall  not  be  psecutid  or  executid  before  the  first  day  of 
August  what  tyme  you  will  tak  further  order  betwene  the  said  Brooke  &  Raye 
for  pmisses  which  Ire,  if  any  be,  the  said  Brook  kepith  wth  himself  without 
delivering  the  same  to  the  said  Bailief  or  other  officer  recoiling  the  said  Bailief 
unworthie  to  be  of  sufficient  trust  to  have  that  Ire  whereof  he  can  tak  no  knoleig 
bicause  lie  never  sawe  the  same  and  thinkith  that  yor  wisdome  having  grauntid 
out  yo1"  proces  in  such  orderly  meanes  will  not  by  yor  private  writing  calle  back 
the  same  for  better  understanding  wherof  the  said  Bailief  hath  examined  the  said 
Bay  &  his  freends  whither  they  be  privy  that  yor  wo'ship  intendith  about  the 
first  of  August  to  deale  wth  them  and  the  other  parties  for  that  matter  who  make 
playn  aunswer  that  they  were  never  movid  therunto  neither  doo  think  you  will 
deale  therin  but  by  ordynary  proces  &  in  yor  court  Wherupon  the  said  Bailief  & 
5 tan t s  being  somewhat  acquayntid  with  the  conyng  devises  of  the  said  Brook 
in  other  cases  gave  the  lesse  creadite  to  that  hath  bene  reportid  towching  that 
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Ire  Ami  therfore  my  humble  sute  &  request  to  yo1'  w'shipp  is  not  only  bo  have 
some  spedy  order  for  the  further  ponishm4  or  delivery  of  the  said  Richerd  Brook 
Tanner  &  .lames  Richer dsonne  but  also  that  all  such  officers  as  according  to  their 
dueties  are  prest  it  willing  to  execute  her  matvs  comissions  &  comaundnr48  may 
be  mayntenyd  in  their  honest  behaviors  without  checkes  or  tauntes  of  so  light 
persones  and  also  that  such  proces  as  come  from  that  yo''  honorable  counsaill  & 
court  may  be  better  estemid  of  and  besides  that  that  it  may  like  youe  to  give 
order  w11'  as  great  spede  as  may  be  in  this  matter  which  if  shall  long  depend  in 
case  as  it  doth  We  doo  greatly  feare  what  wilbe  the  end  of  thes  daungerous 
attemptes  wherin  many  yong  heades  are  more  forwarde  than  advised  ones  the 
rather  therfore  eftsones  we  besech  yo1'  good  pleasure  to  be  spedyly  knowen  unto 
us  And  so  most  humbly  take  o1'  leaves  at  Warwik  the  xixth  of  July  1576.  Yor 
Wships  to  comaund  J.E  b  w.h.  E.T.  J.f  w.ff.  T.P. 

Thes  Ires  were  sent  away  as  before  is  remembrid  before  &  orever  that 
Brook  had  sent  M1'  Sackfords  Ire  to  Mr  Bailief  and  before  that  any  Ire  was  writen 
to  Sr  Jo.  hubond  for  at  the  writing  therof  it  was  not  well  knowen  that  Sl*  John 
hubond  was  come  from  the  court  &c.  But  the  same  Ire  so  gone  and  Sr  John 
writen  unto  as  before  he  came  to  Warwik  on  Saturday  the  xxjth  of  July  as  before 
is  said  And  there  began  (folio  148)  to  say  thes  or  like  woordes  in  maner  folowing. 
Sr  Jo  hubond  his  Mr  Bailief  I  receuid  Ires  from  youe  on  thursday  last  wherein  ye 
spech  at  Warwik  to  come  to  me  for  my  assistance  in  a  matter  betwene  M1'  Brookes 
the  Bahf  &  others  &  01ie  Raye  for  certen  tuithes  and  that  you  had  recevid  a 
comission  against  Mr  Brooks,  but  sent  me  not  the  comission  wherfore  I  could  not 
tell  what  advise  to  give  you  &  therfore  desired  yo1'  company  &  such  other  of  yor 
bretherne  as  you  thought  metest  to  conferre  about  that  matter  And  it  was 
promised  by  ffrekulton  that  was  yor  messinger  that  you  woold  come  to  me  that 
daye  by  twoo  of  the  clock  to  Kenelworth  or  at  the  least  yf  you  could  not  come 
that  then  you  woold  send  such  comission  as  you  had  to  thend  that  I  might  the 
better  understand  the  same  having  then  wth  me  some  such  learned  men  as  if  I  or 
you  doubtid  of  any  point  we  might  be  resolued  by  them.  And  for  that  cause  youe 
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made  me  tarrye  there  all  that  daye  &  a  great  part  of  the  next  day  almost  untill 
night  to  wait  yor  comyng  but  you  have  bad  otber  determinacibn  amongs  yor  selfs 
nor  so  much  as  sent  unto  me,  wberiu  what  you  meut  I  knowe  not  except  you 
think  me  not  worthie  to  be  aunswerid  again.  And  I  believe  never  a  gentleman  in 
this  Shire  woold  so  have  dealt  wl  me  first  to  desire  myne  ayd  or  advise  And 
apointid  me  a  tyme  to  come  to  me  causing  me  to  set  apart  other  matters  of  some 
ymportance  to  abide  yo1'  coming  and  then  neither  to  come  nor  give  me  knowleidge 
to  the  contrery  Wherin  you  she  we  yor  selves  either  very  ignorant  or  otherwise, 
1  can  not  tell  what,  so  lightly  to  esteme  of  me  yo1'  neighbor  &  a  gentleman  as  you 
all  know  I  douht  not  And  surely  if  you  or  any  of  you  had  requyred  my  coming 
so  fane  as  from  Kenelworth  to  Warwik  It  is  like  I  should  either  have  doone  it 
(if  great  cause  bad  not  letted)  or  at  the  least  to  give  you  aunswer  that  I  could 
not  or  woold  not,  which  if  you  had  done. I  might  have  aplied  myself  otherwise. 
But  it  is  no  matter  padveuture  you  think  me  not  a  man  to  pleasure  you.  Nor 
that  you  are  to  be  drawen  out  of  yo1'  corpacion  by  so  meane  a  man  as  myself 
wherein  ye  may  stand  in  yo1'  owne  opinions  as  you  list,  ye  shall  not  offend  me  so 
to  think  neither  will  I  take  my  occasion  to  think  further  of  the  matter  then  it  is, 
neither  will  I  seek  to  recompence  you  wl  any  unkindnes  or  displeasure  if  I  were 
liable  as  I  am  not  And  yet  in  some  trust  as  an  officer  emongs  you  for  both  my 
lordes  therles  of  Warwik  &  leicester  whose  Steward  I  am  you  all  knowe,  But  let 
that  passe  I  am  now  uppou  a  second  sending  unto  come  to  know  yo1'  myndes  and 
can  not  long  tarry  I  pray  youe  therfore  let  me  understand  the  cause  &,  specially 
of  this  trowble  ye  write  of  And  yet  before  we  enter  into  the  matter  you  write 
that  great  force  is  used  if  you  do  think  that  any  present  danger  of  quarrell  be,  let 
in-  know  for  then  I  will  goo  myself  to  the  place  to  appease  the  same,  the  rather 
Sshi   -  ami  for  that  ye  say  my  men  be  there.  To  that  it  was  aunswerid  by 

John  ffisher.  it  is  not  like  that  any  present  perill  is  in  hand  though  yo1'  servants 
he  in  dede  there  w11'  uinnete  weapons  to  gather  tuitlie.  And  the  cause  that  makith 
ii-  so  Lo  think  is  for  that  contrary  to  the  coinission  recevid  &  the  rather  for 
keapin^  of  the  peace  &  comon  quiet  of  this  towne  partly  bicause  the  cause 
,!  i  a  man  of  yo1'8  Mr  Bailief  hath  given  chardg  that  neither  Ray  nor  none 
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for  him  shall  offer  to  doo  that  he  might,  to  gather  or  stirre  bhe  tuithes  nor  bo 

have  any  nomb1'  there  more  than  one  man  to  see  the  ordering  of  things,  until] 
further  order  should  '  e  taken.  Winch  we  think  both  Raye  &  his  freends  will 
observe  And  now  Sir  as  towching  that  youe  before  spake    It  may  please  you  to 

conceive  otherwise  of  M1'  Bailief  &  us  than  it  semith  by  the  progress  of  yo1'  speche, 
and  to  examyne  the  doings  &  circumstances  therof  and  then  to  think  of  us  as 
cause  shall  requyre.  And  therein  first  as  towching  M1'  Bailief  &  our  com  vug  to 
you  to  Kenelworth.  uppon  knowleig  from  you.  We  can  hot  denye  hut  o'  messinger 
Mr  ffrekulton  here  stonding  did  bring  us  woord  from  yo''  worship  that  yo1'  pleasure 
was  that  we  should  come  to  youe  that  daye.  Yee  &  that  within  twoo  howres 
after  he  had  bene  wl  you  orells  yo1'  busines  was  such  as  you  could  not  tarry,  (for 
as  he  thought  you  went  that  night  back  again  to  the  court  or  to  Grafton  and 
that  you  would  rest  at  Kenelworth  the  heate  of  the  daye  &  ride  about  three  of 
the  clock  &  so  make  yo1'  iourney  in  the  cool  evening.  And  it  was  past  twoo  of 
the  clock  before  the  messinger  came  to  us  againe.  whom  when  we  heard  & 
believid  It  was  thought  then  to  late  to  make  or  selfes  readye  to  come  to  you 
having  neither  horses  nor  any  other  thing  prepared  to  come  upon  that  soJen. 
And  as  towching  the  sending  of  the  comission  unto  you.  neither  did  the  said 
messinger  mak  any  relacions  to  us  therof  ffor  if  he  had  it  had  bene  very  like  that 
ye  should  have  had  the  same  sent  you  or  at  least  a  copie  wherby  ye  might  have 
understood  the  effect  therof  And  therfore  if  any  such  promise  was  made  by  the 
messinger  it  was  more  than  he  had  comission  from  us  or  did  in  any  wise  report 
from  you  to  us  for  as  towching  that  comission  we  had  no  spech  therof  after  his 
returne  more  than  that  he  said  of  himself.  That  if  he  had  had  the  comission  wth 
him  at  his  first  comyng  to  you  the  matter  had  bene  endid  and  when  he  was  so 
pemptory  of  yor  spedy  depture  from  thens  We  thought  it  would  have  bene  vayne 
to  send  to  Kenelworth  whan  you  had  bene  gone.  And  so  much  towching  Mr 
Bailief  not  coming  or  sending  that  day  to  you  whom  we  veryly  believid  to  have 
bene  gone  towards  the  court  agayne  that  day.  untill  the  morrowe  after  (folio  149) 
what  tyme  Willm  Edmonds  riding  thorough  Warwik  it  was  askid  whan  S1"  John 
hubond  woold  be  agayn  at  Kenel  who  auuswerid  that  he  was  presently  there. 
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Wheruppon  a  Ire  was  writen  to  you  &  a  messinger  namely  Oliver  Brook  dispachid 
bherwith  who  meting  twoo  of  yo1'  servants  in  Kenelworth  lane  was  told  by  them 
that  you  were  gone  to  colshill  an  bower  before  and  that  you  woold  not  be  at 
Kenel  untill  this  day  who  so  returned  to  Mr  Bailief  who  sent  another  messinger 
towards  colshill  after  you  And  he  was  aunswerid  at  Kenelworth  that  for  certen 
youe  were  not  gone  to  Colshill,  but  you  were  riden  an  other  way  whither  they 
could  not  tell,  but  veryly  you  would  be  this  day  agayne  at  Kenel  in  the  morning. 
Wherupon  being  not  in  good  case  to  travaile  I  was  bold  to  write  my  mynd.  Well 

Sr  Jo  hubond  saitb  S1'  John.  What  comission  is  it  that  you  speak  of,  out  of 

the  comission  sbewid  what  court  cometh  it  and  where  is  it.  Let  me  see  it.  Therwith 
M1'  bailief  drewe  out  the  commission'  under  seale  and  shewid  it 

S  Jo  habotts  opyuiou  unto  S1'  John  who  reading  the  same  over  said  that  there  were 
of  tbat  comission  in  it  woordes  both  hard  &  sharpe  but  yet  a  matter  of  course  not 
to  be  taken  or  executid  according  to  the  Ire.  And  albeit  that  M1"  Bailief  had  such 
comission  vet  he  might  very  well  have  forborne  such  hastie  execucion  as  he  put 
in  use  and  therwth  askid  when  the  said  comission  was  delivered  to  the  Bailief  & 
it  was  told  him  on  the  tuesday  before.  Than  S1'  Jo  said  ye  are  very  sharpe  to 
deale  this  hastely  to  pcede  against  one  of  yor  owne  company  in  this  extreme  sort 
as  to  pelame  him  a  Rebell  &  that  wHiin  twoo  dayes  after  the  recept  of  this 
comission  a  thing  not  often  sene  ffor  though  proces  came  out  wth  extreme  woords 
,v  comaundment  Yet  Sheriffes  &  other  officers  of  experience  doo  take  tyme  & 
deliberation  in  executing  them  &  so  might  you  have  done  M1-  Bailief  very  well. 

j0.  fist.f-r  To  that  Jo.  fhsher  aunswerid  S1'  it  is  a  kinde  of  proces  that  is. 

neither  comon  nor  so  ordynary  as  you  make  it.  but  rather  extraordynary  and 
that  to  mete  wth  extraordynary  persones  ffor  as  it  may  appeare  by  the  circum- 
stance of  the  pees  their  have  bene  many  reasonable  &,  ordinary  sentences  &  proces 
sent  furth  &  as  it  semith  litle  regardid  but  rather  manifestly  contempned  an. 
offence  in  myne  owne  opinion  deserving  as  much  reformacion  as  may  be  for 
where  obedience  is  not  &  especially  to  the  quenes  comaundments  &  processes 
there  is  small  token  of  subiection,  and  take  away  auctorytye,  take  away  govern- 
of  good  order.  And  surely  S   it  greveth  not  only  Mr  Bailief  but  also 
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all  of  us  to  move  than  \  think  it  doth  the  ptie  to  think  or  know  that  we  have 
any  such  disordered  pson  emong*  ns  whoso  doings  shall  deserve  such  declaracion. 
But  yet  heing  so  if  he  were  a  great  deale  nerer  unto  us  I  for  my  part  woolde 
advise  Mr  Bailief  as  I  have  done  to  do  his  duetie  to  her  matie  and  to  be  forward 
in  execucion  of  such  her  hieghnes  comaundements  and  to  speak  of  the  man  &  of 
the  offence.  Surely  it  is  a  very  great  offence  in  myne  opynion  both  towching  her 
mat,ea  prehemynence  &  auctoritie  &  a  perillous  example  to  others,  wcb  being  so  is 
greater  in  that  man  that  is  rekoned  resonable  &  hath  had  government  of  other 
than  in  a  rude  or  ignorant  body  of  no  understanding.  And  this  man  against  whom 
this  proces  is  nowe  sent  is  not  only  rekonid  wise,  but  also  hath  had  the  governe- 
ment  of  many  &  bene  in  auctoritye  as  a  Justice  of  peace  for  the  tyme  of  his 
goverment  wthin  this  towne  and  therfore  it  aptenid  that  he  should  have  more 
care  of  his  creadite  than  to  give  occasion  of  such  proces,  wcl1  being  brought  to  Mr 
Bailief  on  the  market  day  was  required  to  be  publishid  acordingly,  as  he  woold 
aunswer  for  the  contrary  Wch  being  often  &  earnestly  urged  it  was  thought  mete 
&  very  convenient  by  such  assistants  as  Mr  Bailief  made  privy  that  the  same 
should  be  publishid  acordingly,  as  a  meane  wherby  wilfull  persones  ignorant  of 
such  order  being  moved  therunto  might  be  staid  from  executing  such  unlawfull 
actes  as  before  were  or  might  be  devised.  As  on  the  otherside  reasonable  people 
having  knowleidg  therof  might  the  rather  be  encoraged  to  assist  the  said  Mr 
Bailief  in  such  cases  as  required  his  presence  or  assistance.  And  yet  M1'  Bailief 
had  such  consideracion  to  the  partie  who  was  towchid  That  it  was  twoo  of  the 
clok  &  past  &  the  market  in  effect  done,  and  not  many  straungers  left  whan  the 

S'  Jo  hnbond  same  was  pclamed.  Well  said  Sr  Jo.   hubond  besides  that  yor 

spedy  pclaming  him  a  Eebell.  Some  of  youe  said  that  any  man  might  kill  him,  and 
that  he  was  a  man  not  worthy  to  live  and  that  his  goodes  might  be  spoilid  &  that 
ye  devised  to  cease  his  yards,  speeches  very  unmete  &  such  as  shewid  neither 
indifferency  nor  wisdome,  nor  very    tolerable   or   in    any  wise  to  be   allowed. 

Jo.  fisher  Towching  such  speches  in  part  they  are  true  saith  ffisher  &  in 

part  untrue  &  false.  And  if  you  will  credit  all  that  he  saith  or  tellith  youe  he  will 
fynd  you  somewhat  to  do,  but  to  the  matter  It  is  true  that  I  sayed  that  Bi  ookes 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

stouding  in  this  case  reputid  in  her  ma1''  opynion  a  Eebell  &  so  out  of  her  maty 
pteccion,  if  any  man  killid  him,  he  or  his  fieends  had  the  mending  in  their  Lands, 
wcb  I  spake  lamenting  the  case  that  any  of  Brookes  his  calling  should  fall  into  so 
daungerous  a  case  as  to  be  reputid  out  of  her  (folio  150)  maty  proteccion  &  good 
governement  But  in  that  ye  saye  it  was  devised  that  his  goodes  should  be  seasid 
is  very  untrue  for  their  was  no  such  devise  nor  ymaginacion  therof  wul1  if  had 
bene  entendid  some  thing  woold  have  bene  doone  to  shewe  that  meaning,  but  as 
theire  was  no  such  intenciou  So  say  I  nowe  more  than  I  have  sayd  That  if  Mr 
balif  had  taken  his  goods  &  seasid  them  I  think  he  might  have  so  done  lawfully 

S>-  Jo.  li  &  kept  them  so  untill  he  were  reconciled.  Say  you  so  saith  S1' 

Jo  hubond,  think  you  those  mete  speches  to  be  used  to  a  multitude.  Nay.  There 
is  no  wise  man  nor  man  of  auctorytie  that  will  allovve  them.  And  if  you  spak 
them  I  knowe  where,  you  woold  be  made  to  aunswer  them,  I  warrant  you,  ffor 
the  auuswering  them  before  any  man  in  Englond  I  do  nothing 
fear,  but  where  you  say  I  to  speak  them  in  a  multitude  if  I  did,  T  might  well  do 
it,  but  I  have  not  spoke  them  in  any  place  but  here,  where  no  great  multitude 
are,  and  the  rather  I  speak  them  to  thend  the  party  hearing  my  woords  may 
knowe  what  opinion  I  have  of  his  daungerous  state,  wherof  it  semith  he  hath 

Brokes  litle  regard.  Well  said  Brookes  I  knowe  yo1'  malice  well  enough 

A.  for  all  that  is  doone  is  by  yov  counsell  &  meanes.  Surely  said 

ffisher  my  counsell  hath  bene  redy  to  advise  M1'  Bailief.  I  can  not  denye  &  yet 
without  malice  for  if  I  had  borne  the  malice  I  might,  I  could  have  given  other 
counsell  than  I  have  done,  to  yor  greater  hurt,  but  let  that  goo,  And  sithens  the 
case  on  yo1'  side  is  so  ill  as  it  is,  Yt  were  good  for  you  to  seek  some  way  for  yo1' 

s>-  Jo.  h.  helpe.    I    remember    said    S1'    Jo.    hubond    that    Sir    George 

Throkmrton  in  his  tyme  when  he  heard  of  controversy  betwene  his  neighbors, 
woold  call  the  matter  before  him,  and  what  order  he  took  in  any  matter  his 
woord  stood  &  was  taken  for  leave  &  none  of  the  pties  woold  or  durst  break  any 
jote  of  it.  Yf  you  have  sene  that  Experience  said  frisher  I  pray 
you  followe  that  example  &  take  you  some  paynes  we  beseche  you  to  order  this 

sr  Jo.  h.  cause  for  otherwise  I  doubt  this  man  will  not  be  ordered.  Nay 
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saifch  S'"  John  hubond  in  that  tyme  I  spek  of  their  were  not  so  many  lawyers  nor 
the  la  we  so  knowen  but  now  euery  Raskall  will  tak  uppon  to  knowe  the  law 
aswell  as  the  best  gentleman  &  will  not  be  ruled  but  at  his  owne  pleasure,  but 
than  if  Sr  George  had  spoken  it  they  durst  aswell  have  bene  hangid  as  gaynsaid 
him,  or  broken  his  order.  But  the  tyme  nowe  goeth  on  &  I  can  not  tarry.  What 
order  doo  you  think  is  best  to  give  to  &  for  this  matter  towelling  thes  tnithes. 
You  wrote  to  me  ffisher  that  they  might  be  indifferently  ynned  till  the  matter 

fi.  might  be  tryed.  Sir  said  ffisher  I  wrote  unto  youe  myne  opynion 

that  it  was  good  to  have  the  tuithes  indifferently  ynned  and  that  if  both  parties 
might  be  brought  to  consent  to  forbeare  the  taking  of  them  till  a  further  order 
were,  it  woold  avoide  a  great  deale  of  trowble  &  discord  that  otherwise  might 
followe  &  that  I  wrote  was  to  pcure   quietnes  &  conservacion    of   the   peace. 

S>-  Jo.  k.  Where  is  Eaye  saith  S1'  John  hubond  or  Eayes  frends  that  we 

fi.  may  talk  wth  him.  That  we  knowe  not  said  ffisher  But  as  I 

think  this  speciall  frend  Willm  Worceto1"  who  is  the  greatest  doer  in  this  matter 
is  gone  to  the  Court  to  attend  the  Mr  of  Bequet  for  his  further  order,  to  whom  M1' 
Bailief  &  we  have  writen  what  hath  bene  doone  before  their  going  upp.  and 
therfore  what  consent  to  have  I  doubt  untill  his  comyng  agayne,  but  before  his 
going  he  was  content  upon  some  pswacion  to  agree  that  the  hey  might  be  ynned 
indifferently  &  laid  in  an  indifferent  place  untill  further  order  were  taken,  but 
that  order  than  took  none  effect  bicause  there  was  none  to  consent  for  Mr  Brooks 

Brokes  disciamith  who  than  was  not  or  woold  not  be  knowen  to  be  at  home.  The 
matter  said  brookes  towchith  not  me  but  my  sonne  Oldnalle  and  he  it  is  that 
stondith  in  his  right  &  I  think  will  doo,  &  ye  have  therfore  doone  more  than  I 
think  you  may  in  comytting  his  men  to  the  gaole  for  you  have  no  such  comission 
&  for  my  part  I  medle  not  wh  the  matter  for  I  have  delivered  over  myne  estate 

Sr  Jo  hubond  testi-     ^°  Thomas  Oldnall  long  sithens  as  it  is  well  knowen.  It  is  true 

fieth        oidualles     said  Sr  John  hubond  I  knowe  that  Thomas  Oldnall  hath  the 

lytle  said  tuithe  sett  over  to  him,  and  he  paid  well  for  it  for  he  took 

them  for  a  good  some  of  mony  for  his  legacy es  due  to  him,  and  that  he  had 

conveyance  therof  twoo  yeres  ago,  and  therfore  howe  this  comission  towchith  him 
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I  cannot  see.  It  is  marvaill  said  ffisher  that  Thomas  Oldnall  should  have  his  title 
so  long  si  then s  seing  that  Richerd  Brookes  heing  callid  in  question  &  sute  for  it 
hath  pleadid  in  his  owne  name  within  lesse  than  two  yeres,  and  the  decree  sett 
downe  purportith  that  Brooks  was  party  &  was  present  at  the  setting  downe  of 
the  same  decree  wcb  bereth  date  in  ffebruary  last  whan  the  said  brookes  alleagid 
nothing  to  the  contrary  wl'h  is  like  he  woold  have  spoken  of  if  any  former  bargayn 
had  bene  passid  betwene  them  but  as  for  that  we  have  not  to  examyne  whither 
it  were  or  not  But  Mr  Bailief  is  comaundid  to  ayde  &  maynteyne  the  possession 
of  Bay  against  all  others.  And  so  Thomas  Oldnall  disquieting  his  possession  is 
brought  w'hiu  the  comission  of  that  decree,  &  his  men  to  if  they  were  his  men  as 
it  is  well  knowen  that  they  are  not  his  men  but  Brookes  men  for  so  they  have 
coufessid.  And  saith  ffisher  if  oldnall  have  (folio  151)  come  so  derely  by  it  as  youe 
speak  of  his  bargen  is  the  worse,  and  I  am  the  more  sorry  that  he  should  be  so 
decevid  to  pay  dearly  for  a  thing  of  small  or  no  value,  but  I  have  not  to  doo 
therwith  nor  will  not  medle  wmall  untill  a  more  convenient  tyme  wcU  is  not  to 
be  long  unto  that  thes  quarrels  in  hand  may  tak  end  betwene  Brookes  &  Ray 
assuring  you  that  wcb  of  them  shall  have  the  leace  shall  have  the  worse  bargayn. 

Sr  Jo.  h.  Than  said  Sr  John  hubond  I  will  send  for  my  man  Oldnall  out 

of  the  field  and  therwith  began  to  ask  in  what  field  or  what  part  of  the  towne 
thes  tuithes  ley  wcU  being  declared  Thomas  Oldnall  was  come  into  the  Shire  hall 
before  any  messinger  had  his  arrant  and  shewing  himself  wl  a  courageous  mynd 
before  his  Mr  Sr  John  said  unto  him  Oldnall  youe  are  here  greatly  complaned  of 
to  be  a  disturber  of  the  peace  wth  divers  of  yor  fellowes  about  the  possession  of 
crten  tuithes  within  this  towne  and  that  youe  give  M1'  Bailief  here  very  unfitting 
tearmes  &  behavio1"  and  that  you  use  great  force  therfore  I  woold  see  what  you 

thomasoldnallaffirm-     cau  saY  ^°  a-unswer  them.  Sir  saith  he  I  kepe  no  possession  but 

ith  the  tuythes  to     myne  owne  and  that  I  will  kepe  of  my  tuithes  of  M\ton,  which 

as  yor  worship  knoweth  I  have  had  thes  twoo  yeres  and  I  will 

kepe  them  yf  I  can  &  so  told  Mr  Bailief  who  came  into  the  field  &  woold  have 

dischardgid  me  &  brought  wl  him  a  great  nornbr  who  woold  have  put  me  out  of 

possession  &  therfore  shewed  a  thing  come  out  of  the  court  of  requests  towching 
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m\  father,  w1  woh  I  have  not  to  doo  nor  his  hath  nothing  fco  <lo  w'  me  bicause 
that  \\ih  I  doo  is  in  myne  owne  right  &  not  for  my  father.  And  tlierfore  I  willid 
Mr  Bailief  to  be  advised  how  he  cam  &  what  lie  did  for  if  he  cam  to  dispi 
me  he  should  come  at  his  perill,  and  told  him  that  he  might  goo  home  for  there 
was  none  that  ment  to  break  the  peace  except  it  were  he  &  his  company.  And 
that  I  spak  saith  Oldnall  was  bicause  the  Bailief  willid  Rayes  men  to  go  their 
Mr  baylif  work  &  to  gather  the  tuithes  &  so  did  enough  brak  the  peax  That 

is  not  so  said  Mr  Bailief  I  did  nothing  to  break  the  peace  for  I  came  clowne  but 
w*  my  litle  whit  staf  in  my  hand  &  accompanyed  wl  constables  &  other  honest 
men  who  had  no  weapons  but  only  the  constables  had  their  constables  staves  to 
shewe  to  be  officers  And  when  we  cam  to  you  we  bad  you  good  spede  &  praid  you 
to  kepe  the  peace.  And  then  you  said  in  dede  as  nowe  youe  doo  that  you  myndid 
not  to  brek  the  peace  if  no  man  came  against  you  or  to  let  you,  but  if  any  man 
did  he  should  come  at  his  perill  &  should  find  as  hot  as  he  brought,  and  that  you 
were  in  yo1'  owne  possession  and  that  you  woold  kepe  or  dye  for  it.  And  then  I 
told  you  it  semith  straunge  that  you  should  be  in  yo1'  owne  right  &  possession 
for  within  twoo  dayes  before  they  that  were  there  said  they  were  in  the  possession 
of  M1'  Brookes,  and  howe  it  should  be  yors  so  sodenly  or  in  so  short  a  tyme  it  was 
marvelous,  but  that  is  not  the  cause  of  my  comyng  for  I  am  comaunded  to  ayde 
&  assist  John  Raye  &  his  assignes  in  the  possession  of  the  said  tuithes  &  so  I 
mynd  to  do  &  whither  the  title  be  yors  or  Mr  brooks  I  must  doo  as  I  am 
comaundid  And  bicause  ye  may  the  better  understand  of  myne  auctorytie,  I  have 
brought  it  wth  me  &  youe  shall  both  see  &  here  it  And  therwith  I  drewe  the 
comission  &  proclamacion  and  red  so  much  therof  as  aptenid  to  the  matter  so  as 
both  you  &  all  that  were  there  did  here  it  wherof  youe  made  light  regard,  as  of 
a  thing  of  no  great  auctorytie  and  said  it  came  but  from  Mr  Sekford  and  he'should 
not  order  anything  of  yors  And  further  youe  did  tell  me  that  I  had  done  more 
than  I  might  doo.  and  that  I  should  aunswer  it,  which  I  told  youe  I  woold  doo. 
And  whiles  that  I  was  talking  w*  youe  &  some  others  of  yor  company  Rayes  man 
woold  have  turned  some  of  the  gresse  there  left  for  tithes  &  you  &  others  cam  to 
him,  &  thrust  him  away  &  offred  matter  enough  of  strokes,  if  other  men  had 
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come  as  rash  as  yor  self.  And  besides  that  yor  company  said  tliat  if  I  cam  to  do 

anything  there  my  coate  should  be  tonie  first  from  my  back  &  that  I  should  be 

sent  whom  agayne  &  asmany  as  I  could  bring  Wherunto  it  was  aunswerid  by 

some  that  came  \vth  me  that  those  were  but  woordes  ff'or  if  1  woold  I  might  bring 

enough  of  the  towne  to  aprehend  that  company  &  to  use  them  at  my  pies1'  to 

which  it  was  again  sayd  that  if  the  bailief  brought  fourty  they  (meading  Oldnall 

&   his  company)   might  A  woold  brink  iiij°rxx  And  if   the  bailief  brought   one 

hundred  they  would  bring  cc.  And  so  if  the  bailief  brought  three  hundred  they 

could  &  would  bring  five  hundred  they  were  so  well  apointid,  and  knew  where 

they  were  wcU  be  great  brags  &  unmete  for  such  a  one  as  youe  to  stand  uppon.  I 

said  not  so  saith  Oldnall  I  doo  not  chardge  you  said  the  bailief 

but  they  were  spoken  by  some  of  yor  company  &  in  yo1'  quarrell 

wcU  words  though  I  heard  not  yet  there  be  present  here  divers  honest  men' that 

did  here  them.  Than  said  Sr  Jo.  hubond,  Oldnall  what  nombr 

of  yor  fellowes  were  wl  you,  mary  said  he  there  was  dick  cook  & 

one  or  twoo  others.  It  is  told  me  that  there  was  v  or  vj  of  my 

oLhmii  men  wl  you.  no  S1'  said  Oldnall   there  was  but  three    of   my 

fellowes  beside  myself  &  two  others  that  I  apointid  to  gather  the  tuithes  &  they 

had  but  pikeforks  &  no  other  weapons.  That  is  not  so  said  Mr 

bailief,  their  was  v  w*  swords  &  bucklers  &  one  wl  a  long  pikid  staff,  besides  the 

oldnall  pikeforks.  there  was  not  said  oldnall  &  brookes  Than  said  ffisher 

I  can  not  tell  ho  we  many  of  yo1'  felowes  had  swords  &  bucklers 

in  the  field  But  I  remember  very  well  yo1'  comyng  up  at  night  to  yo1'  freend  hickes 

and  there  I  sawe  youe  &  yo1'  boye  w1  swordes  &  bucklers  walking  the  streets  in 

great  bravery  as  though  some  quarrell  were  in  hand  &  besides  them  twoo  others 

of  yor  fellowes  dwelling  in  this  towne  came  to  you  but  had  no  weapons.  Who 

Sr  J.  h.  were  they  said  Sr  John  hubond,  I  can  not  believe  that  for  I 

brought  downe  but  seven  wl  me  from  the  court  and  three  of  them  were  still  w* 

me  and  ffulwood  went  home  to  his  owne  house  to  Tanworth  And  therfore  there 

could  not  be  so  many.  S1'  said  ffisher  that  I  sawe  I  (folio  152) 

doo  testifie  &  it  is  true  for  divers  others  sawe  them  as  well  as  I  and  they  were  in 
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yor  livery  sixe  besides  Thomas  Oldnalls  boye  and  besides  yor  twoo  men  that 

S''  Jo.  h.  dwell  in  this  towne.  I  have  no  men  dwelling  in  this  towne  said 

S1'  Jo.  to  my  knowleidg  but  I  pray  you  name  those  that  you  say  you  sawe  for  it 
is  strange  to  me  that  so  many  of  my  men  should  be  here  &  brought  so  fewe  wl 

fi.  me,  S1'  said  ffisher  it  were  hard  for  me  to  name  yor  men  being 

not  acquaintid  \\th  them  for  some  of  them  be  such  as  I  never  sawe  before  But 
bicause  ye  shall  be  the  more  satisfied  I  will  gesse  at  their  names.  And  first  for 
m1'  ffulwood  he  was  not  there  that  night.  But  there  was  Thorns  Olnall  Dick  cook 
or  Smyth  one  (  )  Barnaby  one  (  )  Keane  &  an  other  that  I  knowe  not, 

and  besides  them  there  cam  to  them  John  the  horserider  sometyme  brookes  man 
&  Baker  a  takerer  both  which  dwell  in  this  towne  &  we  take  them  to  be  yormen. 
and  besides  thes  Thomas  Oldnall  had  a  lacky  wayting  uppon  wl  a  sword  & 
buckler  walking  the  streetes  betwene  ix  &  ten  of  the  clok  in  the  night  a  straunge 

Sir  J.  h.  sight  wth  us  quiet  men  of  this  towne.  I  marvail  of  that  said  Sr 

John  for  I  took  two  wl  me  to  lapworth  &  I  left  Kene  at  Kenelworth.  But  Mr 
Bailief  said  S1'  John  hubond  which  of  my  men  said  they  woold  pluck  of  yor  cote 

baylif  over  yor  eares  or  bring  such  company  as  you  spek  of  Sr  said  Mr 

bailief  they  be  here  that  told  it  me,  for  I  did  not  here  it  my  self.  And  therwith 
Anthony  clemens  &  William  Stevins  were  callid  who  iustified  that  the  cook  spake 

S1"  J.  h  the  wordes  to  Bicherd  Smith  pewterer  Then  S1"  John  callid  for 

the  cook  but  he  woold  not  be  found,  then  he  askid  what  keane  or  the  other  did, 
then  M1'  bailief  said  asfor  kene.  I  can  not  chardge  him  w1  any  woords  nor  other 
matter  other  than  that  he  was  there  and  that  he  cam  galloping  so  fast  &  in  so 

fi.  great  hast  as  he  woold  be  partaker  of  the  matter.  Then  said 

ffisher  this  I  heard  of  Keane  that  he  cam  galloping  as  fast  as  he  could  into  the 
fields  And  as  he  rode  at  the  bridg  end  he  should  say  Gods  bloud  I  doubt  I  doo 
come  to  late  adding  many  othes  as  though  it  lay  him  greatly  uppon  to  be  at  the 
matter,  wch  may  seme  rather  he  desired  to  be  at  the  fray  or  bickerment  if  any 

oldnall  were  then  otherwise.   Well  said  Thomas  Oldnall  you  can  not 

charge  him  wl  any  thing  he  did  for  he  did  but  come  to  me  as  his  fellowe  to  see 
how  I  did,  and  I  am  the  more  to  thank  him  for  it,  for  it  stood  me  uppon  to  have 
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some  freends  at  nede  So  it  aperid  said  M1'  bailief  for  you  told 

me  that  you  woold  carry  both  the  corne  &  hey  or  that  you  woold  lie  in  the  dust. 

I  said  so  said  oldnall  &  so  I  will  doo.  Will  you  said  Sir  John 

$r  J>  h  you  are  a  proper  man  to  doo  so  and  to  stand  against  such  a 

multitude  you  well  shewe  yor  self  in  that  speche  doo  you  knowe  howe  long  you 

are  at  vor  owne  pleasure.  I  am  sure  that  you  apoint  to  go  w*  me  whan  I  goo  &  so 

all  vor  fellowes.  and  neither  I  nor  youe  did  know  whan  I  should  be  sent  for. 

And  if  I  had  bene  sent  for  yesterday  as  I  veryly  looked  for  doo  you  not  think  I 

wold  have  had  my  fells  w*  me.  And  then  who  should  have  plaid  this  part  for  you, 

are  you  of  that  power  to  stand  against  a  whole  towne.  Surely  this  being  time  ye 

should  have  doone  well  Mr  Bailief  if  youe  had  set  them  all  by  the  heles,  And  if 

you  had  so  done  &  sent  me  word  I  woold  not  have  mislikid  but  thankid  you  for 

as  I  woold  be  redy  to  pleasur  my  man  in  his  honest  cause  asfarre  as  I  may  if  my 

man  misbeheave  himself  to  any  officer  or  in  any  such  owtrage  I  will  well  allowe 

of  his  correction  &  ponishm1  And  nowe  Sir  said  S1'  Jo.  to  oldnall  what  company 

have  you  in  the  field  None  said  Oldnall  saving  one  or  twoo  that 

gather  the  tuithes.  Where  be  yor  fellowes  said  Sr  John  Sr  said 

he  they  be  come  up  into  the  towne.  It  may  be  so  now  said 

ffisher  for  we  are  enformed  that  they  have  carried  the  hey  home  to  Brookes  his 

oldnall  barne.  nay  it  is  to  my  barne  said  oldnall.  Then  said  S1'  John  Mr 

S>-  J.  h  Bailief  ye  see  that  this  matter  towchith  a  man  of  myne  who 

hath  entrid  into  it  as  I  told  you  &  as  I  took  it  laufully  and  that  a  good  whiles 

sithens,  and  wrhat  that  will  prove  to  I  can  not  tell.  And  I  see  that  the  Maisters 

of  Bequests  have  set  downe  an  award  but  that  award  aperith  not.  Where  is  that 

award,  that  we  knowe  not  said  ffisher.  But  I  think  both  Bay  & 

Brookes  have  it.  if  wre  might  see  it  said  Sr  John  padventure  we 

should  see  more,  but  forsomuch  as  it  towchith  my  man,  and  that  you  requyre 

myne  ayde  for  keping  of  the  peace,  I  will  chardg  my  men  that  they  shall  do  so, 

I  chardge  both  you  Oldnall  &  all  yo1'  fellowes  doo.  but  for  the  hey  I  could 

consent  that  it  might  be  laid  in  some  indifferent  place  untill  the  M1'  of  Bequests 

might  set  downe  their  order  (wch  they  have  pmised  to  do  as  aperith  by  their  Ire 
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very  shortly.  And  yet  howe  that  may  he  without  my  mans  prediudice  towelling 
his  possession  I  can  not  tell.  And  I  woold  be  lothe  to  deale  so  as  he  or  Ins  trends 
should  say  that  by  my  doings  he  should  be  left  in  worse  case  than  I  found  him,  and 
therfore  howe  to  sett  an  order  I  am  doubtfull,  To  that  said  (fisher  S1'  you  see 
what  comission  Mr  Bailief  hath  recevid,  &  I  doo  assure  you  that  lie  is  earnestly 
urged  in  thexecucion  therof.  And  therfore  is  forced  to  do  more  than  he  willingly 
woold  And  as  towelling  Thomas  Oldnalls  title  such  as  it  is  either  good  or  other- 
wise can  not  be  empared  by  sequestring  the  possession  of  that  wch  is  to  be  gathered, 
bicause  he  hath  alredy  entred  &  carryed  away  some  of  the  tuithes  though  not 
fully  made.  And  surely  it  were  very  convenient  that  some  good  order  were  set 
downe  both  for  their  quietnes  &  also  for  the  value  &  goodnes  of  the  thing  ffor  if 
no  order  be  set  downe  than  the  one  on  the  one  side  &  the  other  on  the  other  side 
will  be  snatching  and  will  carry  what  they  can  either  in  hey  or  gresse  &  most 
likist  before  it  be  thoroughly  made  &  so  in  thend  the  thing  litle  or  nothing  worth. 
&  yet  padventure  (folio  153)  not  wmout  blowes  or  bloodshed  or  worse.  And  therfore 
if  it  might  please  youe  to  advise  yor  man  to  some  resonable  end  I  think  it  woold 
be  best  &  most  for  both  their  quietnes.  And  in  my  poore  opinion  if  some  honest 
men  were  apointid  to  gather  &  make  the  haye  &  cause  the  same  to  be  carried  into 
the  tuith  barne  where  is  a  convenient  rome  &  metest  place  for  it  to  lie  untill 
some  direction  were  had  from  the  Maister  of  the  request  it  woold  avoid  a  great 
deale  of  trowble  supflous  chardg  And  we  of  the  towne  wishe  it  the  rather  bicause 
we  knowe  howe  hard  a  thing  it  is  to  restrayne  wilfull  stomackes  earnestly  bent 
wherof  we  have  had  no  litle  care  thes  twoo  dayes  past  wherin  all  that  we  could 
do  was  litle  enough  to  deteyne  such  as  woold  willingly  have  bene  there.  Than 

Sr  Jo.  h  said  Sr  John  howe  may  we  growe  to  end  w%out  Eaye  or  his 

freends,  dare  any  of  you  take  uppon  you  that  Ray  shall  not  medle  further  wth  the 

fi.  possession  untill  the  maister  of  Requests  have  orderid  it.  To 

that  ffisher  aunswerid.  whan  Ray  &  his  freends  was  here,  &  Brooks  away  he  was 
by  pswacion  contentid  that  the  hey  should  be  ynned  indifferently  and  so  remayne 

motion  to  ynne  the  untill  the  Mr  of  Requests  should  set  an  order  if  he  woold  do  it 
hey  by  an  Indiffer-  before  the  first  or  second  of  August,  but  that  consent  than  took 
ent  man  untill  &c      n0ne  effect  bicause  none  was  to  undertake  for  brookes.   who 
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nowe  diselamith  &  turnith  it  upon  yor  man.  And  what  yor  man  will  do  I  knowe 
not.  But  tins  me  thinkith  I  might  be  bold  to  saye  for  Eay  &  his  freends  for 
quietnes  sake,  that  they  will  stand  to  asmuch  as  they  have  pmised  &  I  dare  be 
bound  so  if  Brookes  &  Thomas  Oldnall  wilbe  likewise  bound  not  to  meddle  wtu 
it  but  suffer  it  to  remayne  where  it  shalbe  agreid  to  be  laid  untill  further  direction 
be  given  from  the  TNI1'  of  the  Bequests.  Will  you  so  said  Sr  John, 
howe  saye  you  Oldnall  can  you  be  content  to  have  the  tuith  hey  gathered  by  an 
Indifferent  man  &  laid  in  the  tuith  barne  there  to  remayne  untill  the  matter  may 
nail  cousentitb         be  further  ordered.  Wherunto  after  much  adoo  &  some  con- 
ference wl  his  father  Brokes  he  consentid  &  so  Brokes  moved 

Brokes  nesirith    that 

M"-  J  Grene  mieht  John    Grene    of   the   crowne   might    be    apointid   as    an 

be  apointid  to  se  indifferent  man  &  to  see  the  gathering  &  ordering  of  the  said 
tbe  Iunyng  tberof  have  for  the  tyme.  wch  was  not  mislikid  And  so  it  was  agreid  & 
consentid  unto  as  aforesaid.  And  further  that  Bey  for  him  might  have  one  man, 
&  Oldnall  for  him  another  man  to  walk  in  the  fields  to  see  that  such  as  were 
apointid  to  the  labo1'  did  their  duetyes  truely  &  diligently  but  should  not  medle 
ther\vth  And  that  XT'  Bailief  should  speak  wtb  the  said  John  Grene  &  tell  him 
lei  raken  that  order  &  desire  his  travell  therm  for  quietnes  sake  And  so 

that  matter  for  that  tyme  was  thus  ordered  &  S1'  John  hubond  deptid  freandly 
from  the  bailief  &  company  &  went  that  Saturday  night  to  Kenelworth  and  the 
next  day  towards  the  court.  And  that  Sonday  after  Servise  the  said  M1'  Bailief  & 
ttisher  spake  wth  the  said  Grene  in  the  church  &  relatid  the  order  to  him  wbo 
J. Grene takith nppon  after  some  speche  took  it  uppon  him,  and  travellid  so  as  that 
m  tbe  oveisigbt       week  brought  (  )  loades  of  hey  &  laid  them  into  the  tuith 

barne  and  hangid  a  lock  uppon  the  doores. 

In  this  meane  tyme  William  Worceto1'  &  Bobert  Sheldon  travelling  to 
london  to  Mr  Sekford  wth  the  Ires  writen  from  the  bailief  of  Warwik  &,  his 
bretberne  sped  them  so  as  on  Sonday  night  they  returned  to  Warwik  wth  other 
Ires  to  the  bailief  addressid  from  M1'  Sekford.  The  teno1'  wherof  ensuith. 
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i,.,. ,,,.,,  m,-  Sekfon  '   have  receuid  yor  Ires  of  the  date  of  the  xix"1  of  this 

the  balif.  moneth  wherby    ye   advertise    me   of   yor   doings   towelling   a 

comission  awardid  unto  youe  out  of  the  Court  of  Requests  against  Richerd  Brook 
&  all  others  who  clarnyng  under  the  title  of  the  same  Brookes  have  disobeid  an 
order  made  in  the  said  court  for  Raye  pi.  against  the  said  Brook  deff.  I  doo  very 
well  allowe  of  yor  doings  herin.  And  as  towching  the  pties  arrestid,  if  they  will 
put  in  surety  in  resonable  somes  of  monye  as  the  some  of  xx1'  a  man  psonally  to 
appeare  in  the  court  of  Requestes  the  second  Returne  of  the  next  terme  and  not 
to  depart  from  thence  untill  they  be  licensed  by  the  said  court,  and  in  the  meane 
tyme  to  be  of  good  behavio1'  Then  ye  may  deliver  them.  Yf  not,  then  I  pray  youe 
send  them  upp  to  me  to  London  to  my  house  \vth  spe.le  w1  of  their  lewde 

speches  of  me.  And  as  towching  Ires  to  be  sent  by  me  for  the  staye  of  the 
execucion  of  the  said  comission,  true  it  is  that  at  the  request  of  S'  John  hibbotts, 
I  have  directid  such  Ires  as  ye  write  of  thinking  then  that  her  maty  woold  have 
bene  at  Grafton  the  first  of  August  next  but  within  one  howre  after  I  had 
intelligence  of  her  mats  progresse  an  otherwaye,  and  therfore  sent  for  the 
messinger  to  have  recevid  the  same  Ires  againe,  but  he  was  not  to  be  founde. 
And  bicause  her  hieghnes  comith  not  to  the  place,  these  Ires  be  of  no  force.  And 
thus  much  I  have  thought  good  to  signifie  unto  you.  ffrom  the  co"*.  this  xxjth  of 
July  1576 

Yor  assured  f  rend 

Tho.  Sekford 
endorsed  To  my  very  frend  the  bailief  of  the  towne  of  Warr.  geve  thes.  delivered 

Wm  Worcetor  reqnir-  to  Mr  bailief  the  xxij1  of  July  by  Willm  Worceto1'  who  was  than 
eth  the  possession  very  desirous  that  the  hey  might  be  restored  from  brookes  or 
of  the  hey  oldnall  to  his  frend  Raye.   and  that   Ray   might   be    investid 

acording  to  the  first  comission.  Wherin  M1'  Bailief  &  ffisher  desired  to  be  advised 
especially  for  so  much  as  S1'  John  hubond  had  by  their  consent  in  their  absence 
fishers  perswasions        set  downe  such  resonable  order  as  they  thought  very  comodious 
for  the  said  Raye  and  as  good  in  a  inaner  as  if  the  possession  were  in  Ray. 

R 


consent  to  forbeare 
untill  the  Justices 
of  Asises  rnigbt  be 
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Worcetor     &    Raye     Which  they  did  also   the  rather  bicause   they    desired    to   be 
advised  by   the  lord  chief  Justice  dyer  &  M1'  S'"jant  Barham 
Justices    of    Assises  who    woold  be  at    Warwik   on    the   next 
moved  thursday  night,  &  for  that  also  the  said  Eobert  Sheldon  &  Willm 

Worceto1'  had  informed  the  said  Mr  Bailief  &  msher  That  M1'  Sekford  had  writen 
to  the  said  L.  chief  Justice  to  have  some  dealing  in  this  matter  untill  whose 
comyng  they  desired  that  the  order  taken  might  stand.  Wherunto  in  thend  they 
agreid  &  so  did  John  Key.  And  in  the  meane  tyme  the  said  Wm  Worcetor  sent 
the  Ire  from  M1'  Sekford  to  my  1  chief  Justice  to  Northampton  wth  such 
my  L  chief  Justice  solicitacion  as  he  thought  mete.  Wheruppon  the  said  Lord  chief 
of  tbecomon  place  just,ice  awarded  furth  a  writ  of  capias  to  bring  the  bodies  of 
.  .  "   , ..,      James    Eicherdson    &   Eicherd    Brook   Tanner  before   him   to 

Asise  senditb 

proces  for  Richei-d-     aunswere  to  such  matters  as  should  be  chardgid  against  them. 
son &Brokes  tanner     The  tenov  of  woh  writte  ensuith. 


thecopyof  the  proces(folio  154)  Elizabeth  dei  gra  Angl.  ffraunc  hibnie  Eegina  fidei 
defensor  &c  Balliuo  ville  nre  Warwic  salt™  precipm  tibi  qd  capias  Eicm  brook  et 
Jacobum  Eicherdson  si  vivent  fuerint  in  balliua  tua  et  eos  salue  custe  Ita  qd 
heas  corpora  eor  coram  Iustic  nros  ad  Assis  ad  gaolam  nram  ville  Warwic  de 
prisonibus  in  ea  existen  delibeiand  assigd  ad  prox  generalem  gaole  deliberacoem 
in  com  Warr  tenand  scilt  die  veneris  vicesimo  septimo  die  Julii  prox  futur 
respondend  nob  de  &  sup.  liijs  que  ex  parte  nra  tunc  ibm  eis  obijcientr  Et  heas 
ibi  hoc  bre  S.  Ja  dyer  apud  Northampton  xxiij0  die  Julij  anno  ri  decimo  octavo 

Balliuo  ville  nre  Warr  attach  v's.  Eicm  Brookes 
Tanner  et  Jacobum    Eicherdson  essend.  coram 


Justic  nros  ad  assis  vicesimo  septimo  die  Julij 
instant.  * 


See  Appendix  c. 
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Thes  twoo  James  Eticherdson  &  Eticherd  Brookes  banner  bad  before  bene 
taken  by  the  bailief  &  sent  to  the  gaole  by  verfcue  of  the  first  comissiou    for 

resisting  the  possession  of  Eay  &  standing  the  title  of  oldnalles  as  before  is  Baid. 

and  being  in  Gaole  it  was  orderid  also  by  S1'  Jo  hubond  at  his  being  at  Warwik 

■  at  tbe  Bequest  of  oldnall  that  the  said  Eicherdson  &  Brooks  should  deliverid  out 

of  the  gaole  uppon  tbe  undertaking  of  the  first  named  Eicherd  Brook  who  before 

the  said  S1'  John  &  the  said  Bailief  did  undertak  that  tbe  said  Eicherd  Brook 

tanner  &  James  Eicherdson  should  come  furth  appere  &  yeld  themselfes  whan 

they  should  be  callid  for.  And  so  were  delivered  for  the  fcyine.  Nowe  on  thursday 

,»■    -o  v.      n-i.1     i        night  being  xxvith  of  July  this  writt  being  brought  to  him  M1' 
Mr   Balif   calhth    for  .  . 

Brookes   tanner  &     bailief  callid    for  the    said    Eicherd    Brooks    tanner    &    James 

Eicherdson.  who  be     Eicherdson  who  cam  not  furth.  Wheruppon  the  said  M1'  Bailief 

not  brought  furth       being  carefull  of  his  eomaundm*8  the  next  day  being  frydaye  & 

the  first  day  of  Assises  caused  his  Serjaunt  &  other  officers  to  seek  to  apprehend 

Brookes  tanner     the  said  Brookes  tanner  &  Eicherdson.  And  found  &  attachid 

attachid  the  said  Brookes  tanner,    but  Eicherdson  could    not  be   had. 

wherof  the  other  Eicherd  Brook  hearing  that  Brookes  tanner  was  taken  againe 

&  that  Eicherdson  was  lookid  for  gatt  Eicherdson  home  into  his  bowse  &  there 

kept    him   doubting    what    woold    ensue    understanding   also   that    M1'   bailief 

acompanied  \\l  half  a  doosen  of  his  Assistants  had  the  thursday  night  bene  w* 

the  Judge  about  that  matter  as  true  it  was  the  said  Mr  Bailief  &  officers  knowing 

the  malicious  practizes  of  brook,  where  he  could  by  any  meanes  spie  advauntage 

&  weing  howe  diligently  he  attendid  S1'  John  hubond  in  this  case  &  asmany  other 

as  might  doo  him  pleasure,  nothing  doubting  but  if  oportunytie  &  tyme  woll 

hereafter  serve  he  will  call  thes  doings  in  question  for  Bevenge  of  himself  to  the 

hurt  of  never  so  many  he  careth  not  his  condicions  being  such  as  to  delight  in 

M'  Balif  desiretb  the     ^ue  um't  0i  a  multitude  &  the  more  the  losse  is  the  more  is  his 

opynyou     of     the     ioy.  And  the  said  Bailief  being  not  acquayntid  w*  such  coinissions 

Justices  of  Assise.       pees  or  courts  desired  for  their  better  instruccion    &  upright 

dealing  thadvise  of  the  said  Judge  &  Justices  of  Assise  who  at  good  length  hearing 

their  request  or  peticion  and  the  whole  state  of  the  matter  reading  over  both  the 


ufcterid  by  S  James 

Dyer       Knight      L 
chief  Justice  of  the 
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the  Judges  opynions  comission  k  Ires  on  both  sides  &  understanding  maturely  the 
full  accions  towelling  thexecucion  therof  deliberately  advised 
themselves  And  than  gave  aunswer  to  the  bailief  that  he  had 
Comon  pleas  &  M>  doone  well  in  making  proclamacion  &  pceding  as  had  bene  clone 
barham    Sejant   at     ^y    Vertue    of    that    comission.    which    assuring    as    her    matys 

lawe     Justices      of  -,  -,         i  ■  1       ti  1  •  i    /• 

oi'dynary   proces  under  her  privy  seale   the  seale  assigned  lor 

Assises       in       this  J  J    V  . 

Countie  that  court  was  his  sufficient  warraunt,  to  wch  all  good  subiects 

&  officers  must  &  ought  to  have  duetifull  regard  ik  to  obey  or  execute  as  to  euery 
man  shall  properly  apteyue.  without  making  question  of  the  validity  &  Auctorytie 
of  the  court  or  officers  therof  ffor  as  the  court  hath  bene  many  yeres  sithens 
erectid  by  the  Prynces  comaundm'  for  speciall  causes  &  so  from  fcyme  to  tyme  by 
kings  &  queues  Prynces  of  this  land  establishid  &  confirmed  as  an  ordynary 
meane  to  execute  their  spcall  comaundm1  or  pleasure  by,  it  was  not  by  any  good 
subiect  to  be  either  contempned  or  derogatid  in  such  maner  as  hath  bene  of  late 
reportid  of.  Aud  therfore  Mr  Bailief  being  the  officer  for  those  purposes  is  to 
execute  acordiugly  uppon  receipt  of  such  warraunt.  And  albeit  the  Mr  of  the 
Eequests  be  in  degree  not  of  so  great  calling  as  some  or  the  most  of  other  Judges 
of  the  lawes  of  this  land  be  yet  in  his  Court  he  is  a  Judge  &  of  auctorytie  to 
determyne  &  decree  as  the  cause  shall  requyre,  which  determynacion  ordered 
shall  stand  &  be  as  a  Judgni*  to  bind  the  perspnes  in  accion.  And  therby  provided 
for  as  other  Judges  are  towelling  matters  of  slanders,  And  yet  in  their  private 
writings  to  be  estemyd  no  further  of  than  private  persones.  wherin  M1'  Bailief  ye 
are  tunderstand  that  the  private  Ire  of  Mr  Seckford  is  not  sufficient  warrant  or 
supsedeas  or  dischardge  of  the  sentence  or  pees  sent  out  by  him  as  Judge  of  the 
court  under  seale  Wherin  yet  it  is  not  my  mind  utterly  to  disalowe  the  private 
Ires  of  him  or  any  other  Judge  in  like  cases  who  uppon  reasonable  or  newe  causes 
may  sometymes  write  privately  for  the  stay  of  their  owne  former  doings.  Yet  I 
say  those  Ires  no  warraunt  to  be  pleadid  in  such  doings.  And  as  towching  this 
matter  ye  move  us  of  we  see  not  but  ye  both  may  &  ought  to  folio  we  yor  first 
comission  which  we  take  to  be  sufficient  warraunt  for  yor  doings.  And  M  Sekford 
hath  writen  unto  me  to  examyne  crten  speaches  that  should  be  uttered  by  some 
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psones  against  liim  &  his  auctoryty  And  the  dygnity  of  that  court,  wherin  albeit 
we  understand  that  we  shall  have  great  busines  for  the  queue  otherwayes.  yei  if 
\  e  can  bring  an)  such  psones  before  us,  we  will  take  some  ty.me  therin  either  on 
Saturday  or  Sonday.  for  I  doo  peeve  the  gentleman  myndith  to  have  il  further 
exaniyued  before  the  lords.  And  so  I  think  it  very  mete,  for  if  her  ma**  courts  & 
Judges  shalbe  so  spoken  of  &  her  mats  proces  of  no  better  estimacion  It  shalbe  in 
vayne  to  have  either  law  or  Judges  w°  is  so  necessary  as  in  all  tymes  hath  bene 
wl  the  good  of  great  estimacion.  As  by  the  lawe  of  god  appereth  where  S  pawle 
writing  to  Titus  chardgith  him  that  lie  suffer  not  himself  nor  his  ministry  to  be 
evill  spoken  of.  And  so  in  o''  comon  weale  here  in  Bnglond  great  men  &  men  of 
Auctorytie  be  pvidid  for  by  statuts  &  lawes  very  penall  that  their  creadits  & 
auctorities  be  not  towched  by  any  slander  As  by  the  statute  of  scandalaree 
magnatu  all  Judges  are  includid.  And  thus  have  you  or  opinion  wch  both  my  lord 
dyer  &  M1'  Barham  in  their  sevrall  arguments  confirmed.  Wherby  both  Mr  Bailief 
&  the  rest  of  the  bearers  were  more  resolutely  satisfied  &  cheruppon  myndid  to 
procede  acordingly.  And  therfore  yeldid  to  the  earnest  desire  of 

the    caufe    why    the      L  °  J 

balif  suffrid  Wm  Willm  Woreeto1"  that  he  might  be  suffered  to  enter  in  to  the 
Worcetor  to  carry  bariie  &  carry  away  the  haye.  and  so  to  the  rest  of  the  tuithes 
tlie  hay  as  they  should  happen.  wcb  the  said  Willm  Worcetor  did  that 

Saturday  night  the  rather  that  if  any  resistance  should  be  made,  the  Judges 
being  present  in  the  towne  might  be  advertised.  And  at  the  tyme  of  carrieng 
away  the  hay  neither  Bic  Brook  nor  Thomas  Old  nail  nor  any  for  them  shewed 
to  interrupt  them,  saving  only  Tho.  Brok  Bic  brother  who  came  thither  weaponed 
all  in  great  woords  &  othes  &  woold  nedes  take  the  names  of  such  persons  as 
were  there' but  in  vayne  bicause  they  were  all  or  the  most  part  straungers  & 
dwellers  out  of  the  towne.  Whiles  (folio  155)  thes  were  in  doing  Bicherd  Brook 
._.  „      ,       .-,.„  pclamed  acompanied  wc  James  Bicherdson  a  man  of  like  mould 

Ki.  .Brookes  ninth  up      L  x 

to  the  Court  &  sub-  &  a  redy  instrument  for  such  a  woorkman  ride  that  Saturday  to 
myttith  himself  to  S1'  John  hubond  at  tlie  courte.  w1  what  giievouse  tale  or 
Mi  Sekford  complayiit  I  kuowe  not  but  gesse  by  the  sequell.  And  so  by  S1' 

John  hubonds  meanes  pcured  Sir  James  croftes  comptroller  of  the  queues  hous- 
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hold  to  be  his  Spokesman  to  Mr  Sekford  for  his  favor  or  at  the  lest  to  forbere  his 
displeasure.  And  fcheruppon  Brooke  submittith  himself  to  his  order  either  by 
ym prison ment  or  otherwise  And  that  not  only  himself  hut  also  Thomas  Oldnall 
&  all  other  clamying  by  him  shall  stond  to  his  direction  &  decree  for  the  said 
tuithes  And  became  bound  in  ccmarks  as  well  to  appeare  in  the  court  of  Requests 
the  second  refcurne  of  the  next  fcerme  as  also  to  suffer  the  come  &  heye  to  be 
ynned  into  the  harne  &  not  to  he  meddlid  \vth  by  them  or  any  of  them  &  also  to 
stand  to  what  order  shalbe  pnounced  wheruppon  Mr  Seckford  wrote  an  other  Ire 
bo  Mr  bailief  of  Warwik  the  teno1'  wherof  ensuith. 


,r       cw    ,        i,.Q  M1' Bailief  Sr  John  hibbert  Knioht  hath  brought  unto  me 

Air       r-iekloiues       lie  o  o 

the     Eicherd  Brooke  to  yelde  his  bodie  to  the  prison  of  the  fleet  for 

>f  Brookes     the  breche  of  the  decree  made  against  him  for  the  mater  betwene 

him  &  Ray.  Nevertheles  bicause  the  said  Sr  John  hibborts  enformeth  me  that  he 

took  order  at  his  last  being  at  Warwik  by  the  consent  of  the  freends  of  the  said 

referrith  the  chovse     Eaye  That  all  the  haye  &  corne  belonging  to  the  personage  in 

ftoioyne     varryance  betwene  the  said  parties  should  remayne  sequestred 

in  the  handes  of  one  John  Grene.  And  for  that  also  the  said 

Grene       for       the 

■no-  of  the  Eicherd  Brooke  stondith  bound  in  CC1'  to  appere  in  the  court, 
of  requests  the  second  returne  of  the  next  terme  and  not  to 
depart  tbens  w'hout  speciall  licens  of  the  said  court.  I  have  thought  good  to 
suffer  him  in  the  meane  tyme  to  goo  at  lardge.  But  if  you  shall  think  good  to 
ioyne  any  other  wth  the  said  Grene  for  the  more  indifferent  sequestracion  of  the 
said  corne  and  the  more  suretie  of  the  said  Eaye.  Than  I  pray  you  apoint  such 
other  psone  wth  the  said  Grene  as  you  shall  think  good.  Also  the  said  S1'  John 
hibborts  declared  unto  me  that  no  informacion  was  given  unto  him  of  any 
slaunderous  speches  uttered  of  me  (as  the  bring1*  of  yor  Ire  enformed)  ffor  he  saith 
yf  he  had  harde  of  any  such  thing  he  woold  have  taken  order  for  their  sharpe 
ponishement.  Yf  any  remayne  wth  you  in  prison  for  this  cause,  youe  may  uppon 
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bondes  to  appeare  the  day  abovesaid  set  him  or  them  at  libty.  I  tender  tin 
of  the  said  Raye  and  I  take  the  order  abovesaid  to  be  most  beneficial!  for  him. 
Thus  farre  ye  well  from  the  court  at  Westm  this  xxxlh  of  July  L576. 

Yo1'  loving  frend 

Thorns  Sekford 
endorsed  To  the  worshipfull  my  loving  frend  the  bailief  of  the  towne  of  Warwik 

g6V6  I  lies. 

Rvchard  Beites  ^u^  Def°re  ^ie  comyng  of  this  Ire  one  Richerd  Bett  being 

disturbith  the  srunt  to  the  said  Brooks  goeth  into  myton  fields  And  there  some 
possession  of  Raye.  have  being  made  readie  for  the  caviage.  And  Rayes  folkes  or 
Worcetors  coming  to  carry  the  same.  The  said  Bett  woold  not  suffer  the  same  hey 
to  be  lodid  but  stonding  uppon  the  hey  said  that  he  woold  lye  in  the  dust  before 
it  should  be  taken  from  him.  Wheruppon  Eayes  freends  having  in  comauiulm1  to 
kepe  the  peace  came  upp  to  Mr  Balief  who  apointid  c'fcen  persons  to  apprehend 
the  said  Betts  &  bring  him  to  him,  which  was  doone  w*  quietnes  acordingly.  who 
being  before  Mv  Bailief  &  the  Stuard  was  askid  what  comission  he  had  to  stand 
in  defence  against  John  Rey  or  his  srunts  for  the  hey  in  Myton  or  in  whose  title 

BettesConfesitbhim-     he  did  it.  To  that  he  aunswerid  that  he  was  Ml"  Brookes  hired 

self  to   be   brokes     srunt  &  ^^  mete  drink  &  wages  of  him.  But  he  kept  the  hey 

.     .        in   the   title   &   right    of    M1'   Thorns    Oldnall,  for   so  he   was 

to  kepe  posesiou  tor  ° 

Oiduali.  comaundid  by  his  said  maister.  Wheruppon  he  was  willid  to  be 

advised  of  his  aunswere  bicause  there  was  a  comission  directid 

denyeth         to         be  .  .  „ 

.  '        ,        M1.     to  M1'  bailief  to  maynteyne  the  possession  of  John  Rey  and  tor 

Greue  quietnes  sake  some  order  was  taken  that  Mr  Grene  of  the  crowne 

should  have  the  ynning  of  the  hey  for  a  tyme  and  therfor  padventure  he  was 

apointid  by  M1'  Grene  To  that  he  said  he  had  heard  of  the  comission  w°  was 

Mr  Balifes  specbe  to     against  his  M1'  M1'  Brookes.  But  he  was  comaundid  to  be  there 

Betts  in  the  right  of  M1'  Oldnall  And  that  M'"  Grene  had  given  him  no 

eomaundm*  or  comission  to  do  any  thing  but  Mr  Grene   comyng  on   a   tyme 

thorough  the  fields  saw  him  this  betts  there  and  bad  him  god  spede,  and  there 
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was  all  that  Mr  Grene  said  unto  him.  Well  said  M1'  Baylief  you  do  not  well 
having  knowleig  of  the  queues  comission  to  let  the  possession  of  Bay  &  you  are 
Lis  answer  like  to  aunswere.  Sir  saith  betts  that  I  did  was  in  the  title  of 

M1'  Oldnall  &  to  maynteyne  his  possession  and  I  did  therin  what  I  could,  &  more 
woold  have  done  if  I  had  bene  more  hable  and  I  doubt  not  but  M1'  Oldnall  will 
beare  me  out.  Then  was  it  told  him  that  it  were  good  for  him  to  be  better  advised 
remebr  himself,  who  apointid  him  there  To  that  he  said  I  have  told  you  who 
apointid  me,  and  what  I  have  done  And  I  say  if  it  were  to  do  again  I  woold  do 
it  &  more  to  if  I  were  liable.  Theruppon  M1'  Bailief  told  him  for  his  so  doing  he 
must  go  to  warde  if  he  had  not  any  frend  to  be  bound  for  him  To  that  he  said  I 
have  no  frends  I  am  content  to  go  to  warde  for  I  knowe  I  shalbe  fetchid  out 
agayne.  Wheruppon  he  was  coinyttid  to  prison  for  his  contempt  And  theruppon 
MT  Bailief  wrote  to  the  M1'  of  Bequests  to  advertise  him,  the  tenor  wherof 
ensuith. 

M'-Baiif  writith  to  Mr  My  duety  pmised  to  yor  wo''ship.  the  same  may  please 

Sekford   signifies     fcuu(jerstand  that  acording  to  yor  last  lies  of  the  xxi"1  of  July 

the  ymprisoning  of  ...  "TT7  .,  n  ,     ' 

-r,    ,  „      there  is  m  the  gaoJe  here   at   VVarwik    one    Bicherd   Brookes 

Urokes    tanner      cc  ° 

Bettes  Tanner  before  that    tyme  taken  &   arrestid    for    resisting    the 

possession  of  John  Bey  of  the  tuithes  of  Myton,  against  whom  there  is  no  great 
proof  made  of  any  lewde  speches  of  yor  worshippe  Therfore  I  have  spared  to  send 
him  uppe  untill  further  matter  be  proved  &  have  in  the  meane  tyme  comitted  him 
to  the  coinon  gaole.  Ajid  w*  him  there  is  an  other  named  Bicherd  Bett  srunt  to 
Bicherd  Brook  named  in  the  decree  which  Bett  on  Saturdaie  last  being  the  xxviijth 
of  this  July  resistid  such  persones  as  for  John  Bey  woold  &  did  carry  the  tuith 
hey  of  My  ton  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Bett  did  therin  use  all  the  force  he  coulde 
as  well  to  dispossesse  the  said  Baye  as  also  to  mayntayne  the  estate  &  possession 
of  one  Thomas  Olnall  in  whose  right  he  amrmith  he  will  do  what  by  any  possible 
meanes  he  may  acording  to  his  maisters  comaundm1  wherin  he  offred  violence 
but  being  taken  is  now  imprisoned  acording  to  her  mats  comission.  And  nowe  I 
am  humbly  to  desire  yo1'  pleasure  to  be  shewed  what  shalbe  further  done  wl  the 
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said  pties  now  ymprisoned,  which  signified  shalbe  performed  acordingly  As 
know1'1  bhalmighty  who  prosper  you  \vlh  bhincrease  of  worshippe.  At  Warwik  this 
Last  day  of  July  L576.        Yor  w'ships  to  comaund 

J.  Ridgeley  balif 


the  former  ire  of  Mr  Not  many  dayes  after  this  last  reportid  Ire  dispatchid, 

S'ekfordes brought      The  former  In;  sent  from  Mr  Sekford   was  postid  downe    by 

Thomas  Oldnalls  lackey,  but  Brooks  tarried  behind  to  come  wtb  S1'  John  Imbond. 

And  so  the  same  Ire  (folio  156)  being  unsealid  was  brought  up  to  M1'  bailief  by 

Tlu.mas         Brookes     Thomas  Broke  the  last  daie  of  July  at  night,  who  using  some 

speche  to  the  balif      licensious  speches  other  than  became  him  requyred  to  know 

where  Betts    &   Ric.    Brookes    was,    who    told   him    that    they    were    in    the 

Gaole  &  that  ye  knowe  it  well  enough.  Then  said  Thorns  Brookes  to  the  Bailief 

ye  have  done  the  better,  I  doubt  not  but  you  shall  answere  it.  To  that  said  Mr 

bailief  I  will  aunswer  any  of  my  doings  doubt  you  not.  And  so  ye  shall  said  the 

.   in        other  and  so  went  his  wave,  within  a  while  after  Smalley  the 

the    manner    ol    the 

delivering  out  of  under  Gaoler  cometh  upp  the  strete  w*  Brookes  Tanner  &  Bettes, 
prison  of  Brookes  and  in  the  street  betwene  Thorns.  Cooks  doore  &  Willm  Sadlers 
tanner  &  Bettes  gfca||  j0im  Qrene  Qf  the  crovvne  met  them,  where  having  a  fewe 

words  togither  the  said  brooks  &  Bett  were  delivered  from  Smalley  &  went  home 
.„„  ^  ...        ,  xl    .        to  Bycherd  Brokes  house,  all  which  this  writer  sitting  at  the 

M1   Balif  sendith   for  J 

Willm  Worcetor  to  crosse  did  see  &  therfore  reportith  acordingly,  for  some  causes 
give  him  knoleige  moving  him.  Then  M1'  Bailief  having  recevid  the  Ire  from  Mr 
of  Mr  Sekfords  ire  Seckford  &  making  the  Stuard  privy  therunto  they  sent  for 
Bobart  Sheldon  and  wrote  their  Ire  to  Wm  Worceto1'  &  Robert  Sheldon  cam 
acordingly.  And  M1'  Bailief  having  assemblid  divers  of  his  company  for  their 
advise  there  they  openid  the  contents  of  the  Ire  to  the  said  Willm  Worceto1'  & 
Bobart  Sheldon  to  knowe  whither  they  for  John  Ray  woold  agree  to  that  order 
aswell  for  the  hey  as  for  the  corne  wherin  some  direction  must  be  orells  the 
come  being  nowe  in  a  maner  ready  might  take  losse  &  hurt,  and  the  peace  also 
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&     likly  to  be  broken    To  that  William  Worcetor  aunswerid  the 

cause  was  not  his  but  his  freends  &  whither  he  wold  agree  to 

that  order  or  not  he  knewe  not.  nor  he  did  not  understand  that 

~     any  order  was  agreid  uppon  for  the  ynning  of  the  corne  other 

than  that  was  sett  downe  by  the  court  for  which  M1'  bailief  had 
questmen,  u  ot    the  J 

comission  to  maynteyne  John  Eey  in  his  quiet  possession,  and 
he  fcrustid  he  woold  so  doo,  and  not  to  hinder  the  poore  man  so  much  as  to  kepe 
lim  out  of  his  possession  of  all  his  living  wcb  the  court  ordered  unto  him.  To  that 
it  was  told  him  that  if  Ray  &  his  frends  could  agree  to  have  the  corne  indifferently 
vnned  it  were  not  any  loss  to  him  more  than  a  forbering  untill  the  begynnyng  of 
the  terme.  and  that  was  not  long  unto.  And  the  corne  woold  not  be  the  worse 
but  the  better  for  lieng.  To  that  Worcetov  allegid  that  the  poore  man  &  his  wief 
had  nothing  ells  to  live  uppon.  And  therfore  could  not  spare  it  so  long  and 
therfore  besought  Mr  bailief  that  he  woold  execute  his  auctorytie  given  him  by 
comission  under  seale  To  that  it  was  aunswerid  that  M1'  Sekford  being  Mr  of  the 
court  from  whence  it  came  hath  writen  his  private  Ires  as  might  appeare  And  it 
semid  to  him  as  it  did  to  the  present  to  be  but  a  resonable  mocion  seing  it  shalbe 
sequestred  for  a  tyme.  Than  saith  Willm  Worcetor  this  is  like  to  come  of  it  whan 
it  is  brought  into  the  barne.  Brookes  will  by  some  meanes  get  the  same  into  his 
handes.  As  he  did  about  two  yeres  ago  whan  a  like  order  was  taken  for  the  said 
tuitbes,  And  whan  he  did  see  the  matter  should  passe  against  him  he  brake  the 
barne  doores,  &  took  out  the  corne  contrary  to  his  promise,  as  ye  all  knowe.  Than 

saith  John  Grene  M1'  Brookes  did  no  more  than  you  did  nowe. 
Whan  it  was  agreid  that  I  should  see  the  hey  layd  into  the  barne,  wcb  I  did,  and 
it  was  promised  &  undertaken  that  it  should  lie  there  untill  the  matter  might  be 
I.  And  yet  you  brak  the  barne  doores  &  carry ed  away  the  hey  wherein  I  was 
greatly  abused  to  my  great  discredit.  There  was  no  such  order  that  I  knewe  of 
Willm  Worceto1"  Yes  that  there  was  saith  John  Grene  for  so  both  Mr  bailief 
&  Mr  ffisher  told  me  when  they  came  to  me  in  the  church  to  entret  me  to  see  it 
gatherid  &  laid  in  wch  I  refusid  to  do  untill  M1'  ffisher  told  me  that  he  had 
undertaken  for  John  Key  &  woold  be  bound  that  neither  he  nor  none  for  him 
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should  medle  w'  it.  As  bowching  that  said  ffisher  in  dede  M1'  Bailief  &  I  cam  to 
the  church  &  there  entretid  you  so  farre  as  as  you  say  to  take  sum-  travel)  for 
the  [nnyng  therof  and  I  confesse  that  I  <  1  i « I  say  I  had  undertaken  that  John 

nor  non  for  him  should  medle  w1  it  unlill  souk;  further  order  were  taken.  And  I 
kepi  my  promise,  for  no  pson  medled  w*  it  unlill  Saturday  last  before  wcb  tyme 
M ''  Sekford  had  writen  again  to  M1'  bailief  to  maynteyne  John  Eteys  possession 
Wheruppon  the  former  order  was  dischargid  And  yet  I  tell  you  truly  that  was 
doone  was  doone  w'hout  my  privytie  or  advise  But  you  were  w,h  us  whan  you 
heard  my  1  dyers  opinion  towelling  the  comission  &  lies  and  so  did  or  might 

W.  "Worcetor  understand  the  defminacn  of  that   agream4.  Then    seth    Wm 

Worceto'  you  kno  M1'  Grene  that  I  sent  to  you  for  the  key  of  the  barne.  and  you 
woold  not  send  it  me  but  said  that  Brooks  had  it.  And  therfore  I  had  iust  cause 
to  do  as  I  did  &  not  to  think  you  indifferent  to  deliver  the  key  to  Brooks.  I  said 
so  said  John  Grene  but  indede  I  had  the  key  at  that  tyme  &  yet  have.  And  I 

J.  f.  think  myself  not  well  handled  in  it.  Well  said  ffisher  let  us  growe 

to  some  end.  Are  you  content  Mr  Worceto1'  that  the  corne  may  be  ordered  as  this 
Ire  purportith,  And  if  you  so  be  and  will  undertake  for  John  Eay.  We  will  desire 

Jo.  Grene  Mr  Townesend  to  ioyne  wfc  Mr  Grene  and  desire  them  to  take 

some  paynes  therin.  Nay  said  M1'  Grene  I  wold  be  loth  to  medle  further  to  my 
discredit  to  be  mockid  as  I  have  bene  and  they  say  I  am  not  indifferent.  And  yet 
in  these  matters  that  I  tak  in  hand  I  wilbe  as  indifferent  &  honest  as  Mr 
Worceto1"  &  so  began  to  growe  to  some  heate  which  being  hushed  they  desired  to 
growe  to  an  end.  And  it  was  said  to  Mr  Grene  that  in  asmuch  as  Sr  John  hubond 
&  the  M1'  of  Bequests  had  thought  it  a  resonable  way  for  quietnes  And  also 
bicause  he  might  therby  be  a  meane  of  quietnes  in  his  conion  weale  they  desired 
him  to  take  some  paynes  &  so  Mr  Townesend  likewise  which  in  thend  they  woold 
be  content  so  as  both  sides  &  parties  woold  be  bound  to  suffer  the  corne  to  lie 
quietly  &c.  And  that  was  not  grauntid  bicause  neither  Brookes  nor  Raye  were  to 

Wiilm  Worcetor  be  spoken  wth.  Wheruppon  Willni  Worceto1"  said  he  woold  ride 
desireth  another  to  M1'  Sekford  agayn  and  therfore  desired  the  company  that 
ire  to  Mr  Sekford        fchey  wold  write  theh.  lre  tQ  signify  tue  trueth  to  him  that  there 
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was  no  order  agreid  uppon  for  the  come  whan  S1'  John  huhond  was  at  Warwik 

nor  for  any  thing  hut  the  hoy  only  and  that  S1'  John  huhond  had 

therin  enfonned  more  than  braeth.  To  that  it  was  aunswerid   that  they   had 

u  so  many  Ires  &  Eound  so  many  determynacions  set  at  large  or  revoked 

that  they  were  almost  weary  to  write,  and  as  to  write  so  much  to  reprove  S1' 

1  huhond  they  ment  it  not,  though  they  must  confess  &  will  at  all  tymes 

-    :\  That  there  was  no  speche  of  corne  at  his  being  at  Warwik.  And  that  they 

woold  testify  where  &  when  they  should  be  callid  uppon  their  othes.  but  thought 

it  not  convenient  (folio   157)  to  write  any  thing  wherby  to  set  gentlemen  in 

displesure  or  to  bring  trowble  in  this  case  wherin  they   have    bene    so    much 

Wo]  quirith     trowblid  alredy  as  they  be  altogither  wery  of  yt.   Then  said 

cucion    of    the     William  Worceto''  if  you  will  not  write  I  trust  then  that  you 

will  execute  the  first  comission.  Neither  is  that  request  in  myne 

opinion  said  ffisher  whan  you  are  offred  so  resonable  an  order 

wc  if  you  acept  I  doo  verely  belive  that  Brookes  for  his  part  will  not  brek,  being 

alredy  bound  before  the  M1'  of  Bequests  as  ye  see  by  M1"  Sekfords  Ire.  I  doo  not 

Worceto*  urgeth  M^     knowe  said  Willm  Worceto1-  howe  he  is  bound  And  the rf ore  if 

I  might  have  yo'-  Ire  M1'  Bailief  I  woold  bestowe  my  labo1'  to  the 

court  And  so  urged  Mr  Bailief  to  write.  Than  said  ffisher  if  you  will  necles  have 

Mr  Bailiefs  Ire  (if  it  please  him  to  graunt  it)  I  will  tell  you 

baud  what  I  advise  Mr  bailief  to  write  &  that  shalbe  that  he  is  wery  of 

eountermaunds  &  to  desire  to  be  rid  of  thes  incrten  travells.  I  am  content 

said  Willm  Worceto1'  so  as  I  may  have  a  Ire  to  signify  that  I  come  from  hens. 

And  then  M1'  Bailief  grauntid  to  write  &  so  did  all  the  whole  company.  Which 

was  thuruppon  done  the  teno1'  wherof  ensuith 

u-  of  ti.  Maye  it  please  yo1'  wovshippe  to  be  advertised  that  I  have 

receuid  your  Ire  of  the  xxxth  of  July  Wherby  it  aperith  that 

taken  bond  for  thapparance  of  Brookes  and  so  pmittid  him  to  go  at 

libtie.  But  as  towelling  any  other  pretending  title  ye  set  downe  no  order  neither 

what  shalbe  doone  \v"'  any  but  such  as  used  evill  speches  of  yo1'  wo'shippe  &  yo1' 
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auctorytie.  Wherin  as  yo1*  wrshipp  hath  bene  enformed  w'hnui,  o1  I 
ye  will  expect  fche  proof  therof  at  those  mouthes  that  have  enformed  the  same. 
And  as  towching  an  order  for  sequestracion  of  the  corne  by  consent,  the  said 
Brookes  is  not  yet  conic  home,  And  therfore  we  knowe  not  whither  he  will 
o\'  the  same  order  or  not  likeas  on  the  other  side  wee  fynde  no  great  willing! 
fcherunto  the  causes  wherof  this  bring1'  will  declare  unto  youe.  And  therfore 
neither  John  Grene  as  ye  write  of  nor  any  other  to  be  ioynid  wMi  him  perceving 
the  formr  practizes  will  not  w*  any  good  liking  take  travell  to  see  the  corne  in 
safegard  onles  both  or  all  the  parties  wilbe  bounde  to  suffer  the  corne  to  lie  &  be 
in  the  place  where  it  may  be  ynned  untill  some  further  order  by  yor  court  may 
bee  under  seale  set  furth  for  the  delivery  therof  to  such  as  the  court  shall  adiudge. 
To  which  poynt  it  semith  that  the  parties  be  very  unwilling  to  be  bound.  And  as 
it  is  to  be  wished  that  an  end  of  thes  trowbles  might  be  even  so  both  I  &  all  my 
brethern  &  assistants  woold  be  glad  to  be  at  some  certen  staie  howe  to  behave 
our  selves  in  this  matter  especially  for  the  comon  quiet  of  o1'  people  &  countrey 
who  have  us  in  no  small  question  for  so  often  chaunging  our  doings.  As  sOmetyme 
to  execute  the  proces  under  Seale  wth  effect,  &  sometyme  to  followe  the  course 
of  yo1'  Ires,  for  staie  therof  Wherin  although  we  be  resolved  which  is  or  warraunt, 
Yet  the  multitude  will  not  be  satisfied  but  offer  unto  us  many  meanes  of  reproche 
And  therfore  humbly  besech  youe,  that  what  we  shall  heare  further  from  yo1' 
worshippe  &  have  to  doo,  in  this  matter  may  be  by  writing  under  Seale  autentique 
&  of  auctorite,  as  a  sure  warrant  for  our  defence,  &  meane  of  ov  better  aunswering 
o1'  doings  whan  we  shalbe  chardgid,  which  is  grevously  threatened  to  the  over- 
throwe  of  our  poor  estate,  which  o1'  dutie  is  carefully  to  defend  preserve  &  provide 
for  as  we  may.  And  so  humbly  we  take  o1'  leave.  At  Warwick  this  first  of  August 
1576.  Thes  Ires  were  well  likid  And  taken  in  hand  to  be  delivered  by  AVillm 
Worceto1',  who  travellid  wl  the  same.  But  not  long  after,  and  before  the  returne 
Sl'.To  huboud  sendith  of  the  said  Wm  Worceto1'  Sir  John  hubond  is  returnid  from  the 
forM>-Baiif  to  come     court  to  Kenelworth  on  fridaie  the  (  )  day  of  August  from 

to  Kenelworth  whence  he  writith  to  M1'  Bailief  requiring  him  to  come  to  Kenel 

&  to  bring  w*  him  Mr  hudson  Mr  ffisher  Wm  ffrekulton  &  such  other  of  his 
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company  as  was  at  the  last  order  taken  betwene  his  very  frend  M1'  Brookes  & 

Kay  at  his  last  being  at  Warwik  &  also  to  bring  Kobart  Sheldon  wth  him  and  to 

be  their  either  by  vij  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  or  by  three  of  the  clok  in  the 

after  none.  And  to  send  him  woord  what  howre  they  woold  come,  Wheruppon 

Mr     balif     &     his     *'ue  sa^  ^'  l^^ilief  &  his  company  namely  Jo  Ridgeley  Bailief 

Miy    goo     to     Willm   huddisdon   Richerd    Townesend    John    ffisher    Willm 

ffrekulton  Thorns.  Powell  apointid  to  go  in  the  next  morning 

And  took  \vth  them  John  Grene  &  Robert  Sheldon,  All  woh  went  so  much  the  rather 

n  the  morning  bicause  it  was  market  daye,  and  came  thither  before  vij  of  the 

c1ol4v  And  wth  the  said  M1'  Bailief  &  company  rode  Mr  George  Turvile  to  spek  to 

Sr  John  about  busines  of  my  L  of  Warwik,  And  by  the  way  as  they  rode  they 

might  perceve  ij"  or  iije  footemen  going  before  w*  long  staves  in  the  necks  on 

foote  wcU  when  they  were  discreid  were  James  Richerdson  Richerd  Brook  Tanner 

&  Ric.  Bett.  And  after  the  Bailief  &  his  company  postith  galloping  Richerd  Brook 

qui  interturbat  omnia  The  Undersherif  named  John  Lynyacres  &  Thomas  Oldenall 

all  on  horseback  &  Thomas  Oldnall  his  iackye  on  foot.  wcU  passing  by  the  said 

Bailief  &  his  company  looking  earnestly  uppon  them  said  no  woord  but  only  to 

Mr  Turvile  to  whom  the  said  Brokes  &  the  Undersheriff  did  speak  but  made  more 

hast  to  Kenel  to  speke  wl  S   John  before  the  said  bailef.  And  so  they  did  ffor  so 

ie  as  they  were  come  they  wet  let  in  to  S1'  John  being  in  bed  and  there  were 

wtb  him  twoo  long  howres  before  the  bailief  might  be  admittid  to  presence.  So 

huboudes     about  ix  of  the  clok  or  after  S1'  John  being  risen  &  made  readie 

the  bailief  &  his  company  were  callid  for  &  let  into  his  chanibr 

ire  Sr  John  being  set  in  a  chaire,  and  the  bailief  &  his  company  stonding 

before  him  Sr  John  hubond  began  to  saye  thes  or  like  woords. 

Mr  Bailief  I  did  yesternight  send  for  you  &  yo1'  company  such  as  were  in 
the  order  taken  by  me  at  Warwik  towching  my  frend  M1'  Brookes.  And  nowe  you 
are  come  1  am  not  nowe  to  use  you  here  as  if  I  were  at  Warwik  for  as  you  all 
knowe  1  am  yor  countryman  &  aeighbo1'  a  poore  gentleman  of  yo1'  country  and  yo1' 
officer  under  my  good  Lordes  the  Earles  of  Warwik  &  Leicester  and  though  I 
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could  Dot  do  you  pleasure,  yet  have  bene  willing  bherunto  in  such  sutes  &  can 
as  you  have  had  to  do  w"1  bheir  LoMshippes  And  so  of  late  redy  wtb  mj  best 
advise  at  yo1'  request  in  a  matter  doubtful)  wherin  to  plesure  you  I  was  conti 
to  set  aside  other  busines  which  I  had  to  doo  for  my  lord  of  leycester  here  & 
come  to  you  for  w"1'  my  good  will  you  have  well  rewardid  me  to  seek  my  discredit 
asmuch  (folio  158)  as  youe  can,  and  have  contrary  to  all  reason  gone  from  your 
owne  promises  &  agreaments  and  besides  that  cease  not  to  execute  yo1'  auctorytie 
to  the  uttermost  in  mayntening  of  quarrells  when  before  youe  have  complaned 
therof  as  matter  daungerous,  and  therfore  desired  myne  ayde  for  the  appeasing 
of  the  same  wherin  when  I  by  yo1'  consent  had  taken  resonable  order  for  pacifieng 
of  trowbles  and  such  as  both  sides  were  contentid  wfc  youe  have  notw'stonding 

balif  altered  the  same  to  the  wrong  of  the  one  part  To  that  said  M1' 

Bailief  I  trust  I  have  done  nothing  sir  to  the  breking  of  yo1'  order.  No  saith  Sr 

S1'  Jo.  h.  John  hubond    have    not   youe    sithens   my    being   at   Warwik 

yrnprisoned  men  of  my  man  olnolls,  and  wheras  it  was  agreid  betwene  us  the  hey 
&  corne  of  Myton  should  be  ynned  by  John  Grene  you  have  delivered  the  hey 
to  Ray  contrary  to  the  order  &  have  comyttid  such  to  warde  as  the  said  Grene 
apointid  to  gather  the  heye  And  besides  that  you  have  sought  to  towch  me  in 
this  matter  but  you  might  have  been  better  occupied  a  great  deal  and  I  will  not 
bere  it  at  any  of  yo1'  handes  for  if  you  deale  wl  me  otherwise  than  well  I  will 
make  you  to  a.unswer  it,  doubt  you  not  &  if  you  were  a  better  man  a  great  deale 

fi.  than  you  are.  Sir  said  ftisher  It  may  please  you  tunderstand  the 

trouthe  &  then  you  shall  find  no  such  cause  in  M1'  Bailief  or  any  of  us  all  But  it 
semith  that  you  have  bene  greatly  abusid  in  some  informacion  And  they  are  not 
honest  that  so  have  doone  ffor  s1'  Mr  Bailief  hath  not  doone  any  thing  more  than 
he  may  well  do  &  will  aunswer  And  it  is  much  that  he  shalbe  chardgid  so  farre 

lu-okes  &  no  proof  made  Therfore  wilbe  proof  enough  said  brookes  Yea 

fi.  said  ffisher  if  all  were  proof  that  you  speak  but  I  think  S1'  John 

hath  had  experience  of  youe  yf  he  have  not  if  he  followe  yo1'  devises  he  shall  have 

Si-  Jo.  h.  I  doubt  not  shortly.  Whie  M1'  ffisher  said  S1'  John  hubond  youe 

nede  not  to  tak  the  matter  in  such  doogen  I  doo  tell  you  you  have  not  done  well 
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to  do  as  you  have  done  And  I  pray  yon  what  cornission  have  you  to  sift  me  or  my 

doings.  On  what  warrant  have  yon  to  come'  into  any  mans  house  &  to  fetch  him 

out  as  a  cubpurse  &  cotnyt  him  to  warde  or  what  reason  have  you  to  break  the 

barnedores  &  take  away  the  hey  that  was  laid  there  by  consent  Sir  saith  ffisher 

herin  it  apperith  howe  much  youe  are  decevid.  There  wilbe  none 

of  this  proved  And  I  say  againe  M1'  Bailief  hath  doone  nothing  but  that  lie  hath 

warrant  for  &  may  doo  &  should  do  if  it  were  to  do  again  And  I  dare  take  uppon 

mswer  for  his  doings  and  specially  for  yo1'  self  that  he  never  ment  to  sift 

you  or  any  yor  doings  nor  hath  no  plesure  to  towch  yor  men  neither  nor  woold 

not  medle  w1  any  matter  towelling  them,  if  he  might  otherwise  do  &  that  he  hath 

doone  hath  bene  in  dischardge  of  his  duty  &  office  to  kepe  the  quenes  peace.  No 

saith  S1'  John  have  you  done  nothing  ells  And  therwth  openeth 

a  shete  of  paper  w''1  he  had  in  his  hand.  And  began  to  reade  crten  articles  wch 

bylike  had  bene  delivered  him  by  Brookes  wch  this  writer  so  supposith  bicause 

theruppon  brookes  steppith  to  the  said  S1'  John  &  directith  him  to  the  points.  Did 

you  then  Bailief  &  ffisher  &  Sheldon  send  for  divers  psons  of  yo1'  towne  and 

examyne  them  whither  I  were  privy  to  the  entry  of  my  man  Oldnall,  &  whither 

I  send  my  servants  &  bad  them  stand  to  it  wth  force.  No  said 

ffisher  it  is  utterly  false,  &  he  is  a  lyar  that  so  enformed.  No  sir 

said  Brookes  to  Sr  John  I  think  M1'  ffisher  was  not  at  yt.  But  the  Bailief  & 

Sheldon  sent  for  divers  into  Sheldons  house  &  did  examyne  it  &  put  it  in  w'ting 

It  is  untrue  said  both  M1'  Bailief  &  Eobart  Sheldon.  It  is  true 

said  Brooks  &  it  shalbe  proved.  Let  it  be  proved  said  Sheldon, 

Sr  Jo.  h.  but  no  proof  was  made,  did  not  you  M1'  bailief  said  S1'  John 

come  in  forcible  maner  wth  a  nomb1'  to  breke  downe  the  barne  doores  &  to  deliver 

the  hey  laid  theire  to  Wo'ceto1'  w'hout  the  consent  of  M1'  Grene  who  had  the 

chardge  therof  and  contrary  to  yo1'  promise,  what  cornission  had  you  so  to  do. 

I  did  not  said  M1'  Bailief.  You  did  said  Brookes  &  it  shalbe 

proved  and  I  think  you  can  not  deny  but  the  hey  is  gone  &  was 

carryed  in  yo1'  sight.  It  is  true  indede  said  ffisher  that  the  hey 

&  that  I  think  some  was  carried  in  M1'  baliefs  sight  &  yet  neither  the 
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order  nor  any  promise  broken,  howesosaid  8rJohn.  Miarry  said  ffisher  the  order 
was  that  Mr  Grene  should  have  the  care  &  chardge  of  yuning  the  hey  bo  be  laid 
into  the  barne  there  to  rest  until!  further  order  were  given.  And  Bithens  that 
tyme  further  order  is  given  by  the  M1'  of  Requests  who  hath  not  only  callid  back 
his  first  Ire  but  also  apointid  the  comission  to  he  in  force  And  fcheruppon 
Worcetor  in  the  behalf  of  Raye  hath  made  his  entry  &  gotten  the  possession  of 
the  heye  &  I  think  carried  it  away.  I  think  wlhout  the  knowleige  eitlier  of  my 
self  I  am  sure  or  INI1'  Bailief  either  ffor  as  I  have  heard  Mr  Bailief  knewe  not 
that  he  was  carrieng  the  hey  until!  Thomas  Brooks  cam  up  to  him  &  told  him  of 
it  enforming  that  there  was  thirty  or  a  great  nomhr  in  the  barne  in  a  riotous 

Balif  maner,  &  that  there  woold  be  some  mischief  done,  wheruppon 

the  bailief  went  downe  &  took  wth  him  some  of  his  officers  as  constables  to  kepe 
the  peace,  and  what  company  he  found  he  can  report.  I  cam  to  the  barne  said 
INI1"  bailief  w*  iiij"1'  or  vj  honest  men  wl  me.  And  there  I  found  in  the  barne  not 
past  three  persones  loding  the  hey  And  in  the  backside  of  the  barne  in  the  close 
were  foure  or  five  more  &  not  passing  wuh  were  occupieng  in  turning  &  making 
.  hey.  And  I  sawe  no  other  misdemeano1'.  And  whan  I  cam  I  bad  them  god  spede 
And  asked  whose  men  they  were  &  the  said  John  Rayes  &  Willm  Worceto1'8  And 
I  found  there  none  of  M1'  Brookes  or  M1'  Oldnalls  side  more  than  Thomas  Brookes, 
who  was  writing  the  names  of  others,  &  this  was  all  the  misdemeano1' that  I  sawe. 
And  indede  they  lodid  &  carried  away  the  hey  and  I  pcevid  none  to  wtstond 

Sr  Jo.  h.  them.  Where  is  that  order  saith  Sr  John  that  you  say  the  M1"  of 

Requests  set  downe  to  take  away  the  hey,  or  to  put  the  comission  in  execucion. 

Balif  here  it  is  said  M1'  Bailief  &  therwith  drwe  out  the  Ire,  which  Sr 

S'  Jo.  h  John  reading  over  &  often  pusing  said  here  be  but  slender  woords 

to  warrant  yo1'  doings  for  any  thing  that  I  see  and  the  chiefest  matter  is  that  he 
cometh  not  to  Grafton  &  therfore  takith  not  that  order  as  he  ment.  And  this 
takith  not  (folio  159)  away  the  agreament  before  me  at  Warwik  for  that  that  I 

Jo.  Grene  can  peeve.  Than  steppith  furth  John  Grene  &  saith  Sr  I  think 

myself  not  well  delt  withall  neither  in  creadit  nor  honesty  ffor  I  was  intretid  by 
s 
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Mr  ballet  A:  \lr  Hi  slier  to  bestowe  my  labo1'  &  travell  to  see  the  tuithes  gotten 
made  &  laid  in  tbe  barue'.  Wherof  when  they  spak  unto  me  I  told  them  that  I 
woold  be  loth  to  medle  therin  for  I  doubtid  the  one  or  the  other  either  M1'  Brooks 
or  John  Rev  or  some  of  their  srunts  woolde  at  some  tyme  play  some  such  part  as 
before  had  bene  done  that  is  to  take  the,  hay  away  w'hout  my  knowleidg  or 
consent  aud  so  bring  my  creadit  in  question  to  which  Mr  ffisher  &  M1'  bailief 
aunswerid  me  I  should  not  nede  to  doubt  therof  for  M1'  Brookes  &  Thorns  Oldnall 
had  undertaken  before  yo1'  wo'ship  that  they  nor  none  of  them  should  medle 
w'hall.  And  that  M1'  ffisher  had  undertaken  for  the  other  side  that  Ray  nor 
Wo'ceto"'  nor  none  for  them  should  medle  wlhaJl  untill  further  order  were  taken 
or  untill  the  first  day  of  August  And  theruppon  I  yelded  to  bestowe  my  labo1'  and 
have  done  for  them  as  for  myself,  and  have  caused  the  hey  to  be  laid  in  the 
barue  &  lockid  the  dores  &  yet  for  all  thes  promises  the  hey  is  carryed  away 
wherbv  I  am  greatly  discreditid.  And  I  can  chardge  non  so  much  as  M1'  bailief  & 
Mr  ffisher.  To  that  aunswerid  M1'  Bailief.  It  is  true  we  did  so 
say  to  you.  And  so  said  ffisher.  And  yet  no  such  unkindnes  to 
be  taken  nor  no  such  discredit  to  you  as  you  speke  of  ffor  first  the  order  was 
that  it  should  be  suffred  to  lie  there  untill  further  order  were  sent  downe  by  the 
Mr  of  Requests  wch  was  brought  to  M1'  Bailief  three  or  foure  dayes  before  it  was 
take  away.  Besides  Willm  Worceto1'  cam  to  you  from  Mr  Bailief  for  the  key  of 
the  barne,  and  you  woold  not  deliver  it  to  him,  but  aunswerid  that  Brooks  had 
it  wherin  by  yor  leave  you  shewed  not  yo1'  self  indifferent  to  deliver  the  key  to 
Brooks  being  a  party  &  that  was  contrary  to  the  order.  Brooks  had  it  not  said 
Grene.  You  said  so  said  ffisher.  Besides  that  said  ffisher  you  were  by  whan  we 
movid  the  Judges  in  this  matter,  who  made  us  aunswere  &  advised  Mr  Bailief  to 
have  regard  to  the  comission  under  seale,  &  not  to  respect  private  Ires.  That  saith 
Grene  was  after  the  hey  was  carried.  I  confesse  said  ffisher.  But 
yet  &  you  remember  you  &  I  standing  at  the  crosse  on  the 
thursday  night  before  the  hey  was  carryed  I  told  you  that  M1'  bailief  had  then 
recevid  a  dischardg  of  the  Ire  brought  by  Richerd  Brook  and  you  thought  much 
Grene  that  you  could  not  be  made  privy  to  it  aswell  as  some  others. 
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Nm\  said  Grene  it  was  after  but  me  thinks  li  had  bene  as  mete  for  me  to  have 

know c  11  it  us  any  other  considering  1  was  pur  in  trust  above  other.  I  finde  said  S1 
Si-  J,.,  ii.  John  hubond  qo  woord  in  tins  Ire  wherby  ye  are  warrantid  to 

a,  deliver  the  hey.  But  Baid  (fisher  there  be  woorde9  wherby   M' 

Sekford  signifieth  his  mynd  that  ho  would  have  the  comission  executid  .V  that  is 

that  Rayes  possession  may  be  mayntenyd  &  to  call  hack  his  former  apointmenl 
Grene  to  here  the  matter  the  first  of  August  M.e  thinkith  said  Grene 

that  M1  Bailief  did  not  well  in  ymprisoning  such  as  I  apointid  to  gather  the  hey 
ft,  whiles  I  had  to  do  w*  it.  There  was  no  such  thing  done  said 

(Irene  ffisher.  Yes  said  Grene  you  sent  Bett  to  warde.  True  it  is  said 

fi.  ffisher  M1'  Bailief  did  so  &  I  think  lie  could  do  no  lesse.  ffor  when 

he  was  askid  whose  man  he  was  &  in  whose  right  he  was  there  &  who  apointid 

him  to  be  there  he  said  he  was  brokes  hired  srunt  and  was  apointid  by  his  M1  to 
Grene  be  there  in  the  right  &  possession  of  Thorns  Oldnall,  and  denyed 

that  you  had  apointid  him.  I  appointid  him  saith  Grene  even  as  I  a.ppointid  pardy, 
balif  and  that  was  of  either  side  one.  Nay  said  Thorns,  povvell  &  M1 

Powell  Bailief  he  denyed  that  you  apointid  him  but  said  that  when  you 

saw  him  in  the  field  you  bad  him  god  spede  &  look  well  to  his  busines  &  there  was 
Sr  Jo.  b.  all.  Than  said  Sr  John  you  ymprisoned  one  Brooks  a  tanner 

Balif  contrary  to  yor  pmise  before  me.  howe  will  you  aunswer  that. 

Sr  Jo.  h.  I  have  wan-ant  for  that  said  M1'  bailief.  That  is  straunge  said  S1' 

John  what  warrant  can  you  have  against  yor  own  pmise.  and  it  is  more  straunge 
Balif  to  mak  serche  for  a  man  in  his  owne  house,  as  for  a  thief  or  fellon. 

brokes  I  did  not  so  said  the  Bailief.  Yes  said  Brookes  you  serched  his 

house  and  said  you  sought  for  a  cutpurse  &  that  is  litle  worse  than  a  thief.  I  was  not 
balif  in  his  house  said  Mr  bailief  but  sent  'myne  officers.  Whie  said 

fi.  ffisher  what  if  M1'  Bailief  had  bene  in  his  house  &  said  so  to  had 

it  bene  of  any  matter.  I  think  verely  he  might  have  done  it.  Yea  saith  Sr  John  if 
Sr  Jo.  h.  you  will  chardge  him  wl  felony  orells  padventure  you  may  be 

fi.  made  to  aunswer  it.  I  think  not    so   said  ffisher.    But    Sr   to 

satisfie  you  in  that,  Brooks  that  you  spoke  of  was  not  ymprisoned  nor  taken  for 
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Mr  Bulif  shewith  to  ^at  nia*)ter  but  by  a  speciall  pvoces  &  comaundm1,  and  be  is  so 

Sr  Jo.  h.  the  writ  light  a  fellow  as  hardly  to  be  found,  and  therfore  M1'  Bailief  did 

wherby      Brookes  \vell  in  myne  opinion  to  do  as  be  did.  Why  what  proces  have 

was  (uestid  you  against  him    you   sball  see  said  Mr   Bailief   &   therwith 

Sr  J.  h.  shewid  furth  the  writt,  wcfu  whan  S1'  John  &  Ric.  Brooks  had 

long  considerid  of  &  pused.  they  said    here  is  no  cause  shewid    against    him. 

Therfore  said  ffisher  more  severely  to  be  executid   for  if   the 

cause  were  open  as  comonly  they  are.  it  were  the  lesse  matter  but  whan  it  is 

secret  to  the  Judge  &  unknoweu  to  the   officer  the    more  considerately  to   be 

Sr  J.  h.  handlid.  And  what  the  matter  is  I  do  not  yet  knowe.  Whie  said 

S1'  John  what  did  you  with  him  we  kept  him  said  ffisher  untill 
we  had  made  my  lord  chief  Justice  privy,  who  having  not  tyme  to  talk  wl  him 
willid  him  to  be  comittid  to  prison  untill  he  should  or  wold  put  in  such  surety  as 
to  answer  when  he  sbalbe  callid.  And  tberuppon  Mr  Bailief  comyttid  him  to  the 
Gaole  but  where  he  is  now  we  know  not  for  he  is  set  at  libtie  &  so  is  the  other 
S»-  Jo  h  Bett  to.   Well   said    S1'  John  I  do  peeve    that    there   is    more 

affeccion  borne  to  the  one  side  more  then  to  the  other,  And  I  had  thought  it  a 
good  order  that  was  agreid  uppon  at  my  being  at  Warwik  to  have  both  the  hey 
&  corne  laid  into  the  barne  &  to  be  indifferently  kept  untill  further  order  might 
be  given,  wherof  I  told  the  M1'  of  Requests  who  allowed  very  well  therof.  Asfor 

affection  said  ffisher  I  think  there  is  none  borne  (folio  160)  to 
either  party  more  than  for  execucion  of  Justice  &  that  is  on  executing  that  which 
is  comaundid.  And  fcherin  we  think  Brookes  to  be  a  subiect  &  so  to  be  delt  wth. 
And  as  towelling  the  order  for  sequestring  the  corne  under  yo1'  correction  I  think 
that  at  yo1'  being  at  Warwik  there  was  no  order  taken  for  the  corne  for  that 
came  not  then  in  question  but  the  hay  only  for  if  you  remembr  Mr  Sekfords  first 
Ire  was  but  to  spare  execucion  untill  the  first  of  August.  And  their  was  no  corne 
readie  that  tyme.  And  so  we  took  yo1'  meaning  to  extend  no  farther.  It  is  true  said 

Richerd  Townesend  and  I  faith  M1'  Brookes  I  woold  you  woold 

not  doo  the  poore  man  soch  wrong.  Youe  are  a  trym  man  said 
Brookes  what  wrong  do  you  him  whan  you  have  one  of  the  best  things  that  he 
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fcowueseiH]  hath  Eor  nothing  k  yet  you  can   bold  it.    I    have  nothing 

Townesend  hut,  that  w'1'   1  paid  truly  for  &  more  than  it  is  worth,  but  it  is  a 

shame.  Un-  you  for  xl'1    to  take  a  leace    worth    xw1'    by    yere  .V    better,    what 

Srjo.  h.  conscience  is  that,  worth  xxx1'  by  yere  said  S1  John,  Yea  said 

Erekulton  ffrekulton  L  will  give  so  for  it  above  the  rent.  Nay  said  Robert 

Sheldon  Sheldon  where  M1'  Townesend  saith  it  was  xl1'  It  is  to  be  proved 

that  he  never  had  of  you  above  xviij1'  in  inony  at  the  first  for  wcb  youe  took 

Interest  and  woold  come  to  no  recoiling  untill  wUl  the  Interest  it  cam  to  xl1'  And 

then  you  made  writings  betwene  you  &  for  that  xl1'  he  paid  you  sixe  pounds 

yerely  so  long  as  youe  had  in  Interest  for  that  xl11  or  rather  for  that  xviij1'  xlij1'. 

And  yet  youe  seke  to  undoo  the  poore  man  to  tak  the  forfeit  of  the  leace  contrary 

to  yor  owne  pmise  by  Ire  vvcU  we  have  to  shewe.  And  this  is  yov  consciens  And  as 

you  deale  wl  him  so  you  have  done  wl  poore  Tibotts  to  undoo  him,  &  take  away 

his  land  &  kepe  him  in  prison  Wherof  ye  may  be  ashamed.  What  a  lie  is  this 

Brookes  said  Brookes  ffor  it  is  kuowen  that  Eay  oweth  me  above  iiijxxli. 

Sheldon  It  is  no  lye  said  Sheldon  for  you  lent  him  no  more  inony  than 

xviij1'.  And  the  rest  of  the  debt  growing  unto  you  was  for  Interest  &  for  a  lame 

Jade  &  such  other  things  as  he  took  of  you,  which  he  took  of  your  owne  price, 

and  paid  foure  tymes  so  much  for  them  as  they  were  worth,  And  yet  you  might 

have  had  yor  mony  long  sithens  if  ye  woold  of  Willm  Worceto1"  But  you  woold 

take  nothing  but  ouly  the  leace,  wcU  is  the  only  living  of  the  poore  man.  William 

brookes  Worceto1'  never  offred  me  my  mony  said  Brooks  untill  the  leace 

townesend  was  forfeit  unto  me  nor  then  neither  all  my  mony.  Will  you  say 

so  said  Townesend  was  not  I  often  tymes  wth  you  from  William  Worceto1'  sent 

to  desire  you  to  knowe  what  John  Eay  did  owe  you.  wcU  you  woold  never  be 

acknowen  of  nor  never  woold  come  to  recoiling  but  alwayes  shifted  of  aunswering 

that  John  Bay  &  youe  woold  agree  well  enough,  and  so  woold  never  let  it  be 

knowen  for  if  you  had  I  knowe  when  Willm  Worceto1"  had  brought  so  much  mony 

brookes  to  the  towne  as  woold  have  paid  you  yo1'  duety  &  more  to.  Ye 

say  not  truly  said  brooks  So  you  said  that  Sr  John  hubond  woold  have  set  his 

men  by  the  heles  &  that  he  caliid  them  viilans  &  knaves.  &  that  he  had  none  but 
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rascalles  and  that  he  woold  use  them  as  vaiietts  whan  there  was  never  such  a 
towueseud  woord.  did  I  sayd  Townesend  Ye  saye  not  truly  I  spake  no  such 

woords,  But  said  that  S1'  John  said  to  the  Bailief  That  if  he  had  ponished  his 
men  he  had  sruid  them  well  enough.  And  he  woold  not  be  offendid  wl  it.  Orells 
I  never  spake  of  Sr  John  or  his  men.  Yes  you  are  very  lusty  in  yov  speches 
S'  Jo.  h.  against  me  said  S1'  John  as  I  am  enformed  But  look  to  yt  I  will 

not  take  it  at  yo1"  hands  to  be  so  said  off  and  to  be  so  searchid  ffor  if  youe  medle 
wth  my  doings  or  sift  me  I  will  mete  wtu  you  &  teach  you  howe  to  deale  w*  a 
gentleman  for  all  yor  corporacions.  And  Brookes  if  you  have  delt  this  hardly  to 
the  poore  man  you  have  not  done  well,  I  have  not  Sr  said  he.  Yf  it  may  be  true 

said  ffisher  that  you  lent  him  at  the  first  but  xviij11  &  took  so 
much  ynterest.  And  stond  uppon  the  advantage  of  his  leace,  youe  may  be 
ashamed  of  it  for  you  borrowed  xxl  marks  of  that  mony  that  you  lent  Bay  of  me 
to  redeme  the  leace  out  of  my  handes.  which  leace  lay  to  me  for  xvH  and  was  to 
be  redemyd  on  midsomer  day.  And  on  midsomer  even  you  sent  to  me  to  borrowe 
xxc-v  marks  wcb  I  sent  you  wlhout  either  scrippe  or  stroo.  And  bicause  I  had  then 
no  other  store  I  sent  you  the  most  part  in  gold.  And  the  self  same  gold  That  you 
borrowed  of  me  the  daye  before  I  recevid  of  Bay  the  next  day  after  to  fetch  the 
leace  out  my  hand.  And  then  to  take  ynterest  for  that  mony  wch  you  borrowed  & 

had  of  me  frely  was  but  hard  dealing.  Well  said  Brookes  I  do 

not  remembr  that  nor  I  cannot  tell  whither  it  were  so  or  otherwise.  Well  said  S1' 

S  Jo.  hubond  John.  Brookes  I  woold  advise  you  to  fall  to  some  end  And  lat 

the  poore  man  be  considered.  You  kuowe  it  hath  bene  my  pswacion  often  And  so 

I  say  agayne  let  some  of  yo1'  freends  &  his  comon  of  it.  That 

said  Sheldon  and  pies  yo1'  wo'ship  hath  bene  done  often  but  he  will  no  end  but 

Brokes  such  as  plesith  himself.  As  you  say  said  brooks.  I  say  trueth 

said  Sheldon.  And  there  be  here  that  can  tell  that  you  have  had 
great  reson  offred  you  but  nothing  will  please  you  but  the  leace.  Sheldon  saith 

S1'  John  you  told  the  Maister  of  Bequests  That  many  lewde 

n  out  against  him  &  against  the  auctorytie  of  the  court  of 

Bequests.  What  be  they,  for  nether  you  nor  no  man  ells  did  ever  tell  me  of  them 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWK  A.  279 

whan   I   waa  at  Warwik  for  if  I   had  heard  of  them   I   wold    have  sene   them 

slirli|nn  reformed  &  ponished.   It  is  true  S1'  said  Sheldon.    1    told    M' 

S'-Jo.  h.  Sekford   so.    What    be    the   speches   said    Sr   John  Such   said 

Sheldon  Sheldon  as  be  not  to  be  borne  What  be  they  said  S1'  John  or 

who  spake  them.  Ye  shall  me  therof  Said  Sheldon  they 

are  to  be  proved  And  shalbe  whan  tyme  shall  serve,  but  I  will  not  spek  them 

here.  It  is  strange  said  S1'  John  that  you  will  enforme  the  M1'  of  Bequests  &  will 

not  tell  what  they  are.  you  may  tell  them  openly  for  he  hath  told  them  me 

alredy.  I  knowe  not  that  said  Sheldon  but  I  will  open  them  when  &  where  I  see 

tyme.  And  where  the  pties  shall  auuswer  them  I  doubt  not.  You  will  do  many 

Brokes  things  said  Brooks,  I  pray  you  Mr  Bailief  shew  yor  comission 

wherby  you  &  Sheldon  did  tak  uppon  you  to  examyn  men  &  to  send  for  them 

home  to  Sheldons  house  to  say  what  you  woold  have  them  against  Sr  John.  It  is 

Balif  not  true  said  the  bailief  that  youe  do  report  (folio  161)  I  did 

not  send  for  any  to  examyne  them  of  Sr  Johns  doings  And  what  I  did  I  have 

fi.  doone  <fc  will  aunswere.  The  cause  that  movid  M1'  Bailief  said 

ffisher  to  heare  what  some  could  say  was  by  comaundm1  from  the  Judges  who 

not  only  advised  but  also  desired  Mr  balif  to  examyne  such  lewde  langwage  as 

had  been  given  out  against  thauctorytie  of  the  co't  of  requests  wherin  M1'  Bailief 

hath  not  bene  so  busy  as  brookes  informith  you  neither  had  Mr  Bailief  any 

meaning  to  towche  yo1'  wo'shippe  &  creadite  at  all,  nor  none  of  us  neither  but 

woold  be  glad  of  yor  favo1'  &  frendshipp  as  one  whom  we  acknoleidg  hath  doone 

us  good  &  whose  frendshipp  we  much  desire  &  besech.  wherof  we  shall  stond  in 

some  doubt  so  long  as  we  shall  peeve  that  yo1'  wo'shipp  will  give  creadit  to  eury 

private  Infoimacion  of   this  man.    And    therfore    we   humbly    beseche   you   to 

examyne  his  &  o1'  doings  And  as  cause  shall  requyre  to  iudge  equally  of  us.  I  am 

Sr  Jo.  h.  said  Sr  John  not  vveddid  to  any  man  one  more  than  another, 

but  m1'  brokes  being  my  freend  I  woold  be  glad  to  pleasure  him  in  his  honest 

cause  as  I  might.  But  Bicherd  Brook  put  this  matter  to  order  so  I  have  often 

fi.  advised  And  I  think  you  shall  find  that  the  best  end.  It  were 

good  so  said  ffisher  ffor  this  I  say  as  I  have  often  told  him  the  lease  that  he  sueth 
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for  is  not  worth  one  peny.  but  is  void.  And  as  I  have  told  him  so  have  I  told  the 

other  side  also.   And  though  twoo  strive  for  it  It  is  the  towne  that  sufTreth  the 

Sr  J  h.  wrong.  As  shall  appere  assone  as  thes  two  are  at  end.  Say  you 

so  said  Sr  John  then  It  were  good  for  them  hoth  to  be  at  end  So  eniongs  you  I 

pray  you  helpe  to  bring  it  to  an  end  And  nowe  M1'  Bailief  &  my  maisters  said  Sr 

John  I  thank  you  for  yor  paynes  taking  to  come  so  farre  to  me.  and  I  will  do 

asmuch  for  you  at  any  tyrne.  And  bicause  I  have  some  busines  of  my  lords  I  will 

not  trouble  you  any  long1'  at  this  tyine.  Ml*  Edmonds  I  pray  you  have  them  to 

the  Buttry  &  seller  &  make  them  drink  of  my  lords  beare  &  wyne  And  so  wl 

thanks  Mr  Bailief  it  his  company  deptid  from  the  said  S1'  John  frends  as  apperid. 

Of  this  matter  this  writer  bestowth  his  labo1'  the  more  for  divers 
the     writers     mynd 

declined  wiiv  he  causes  him  moving  but  chiefly  for  that  he  knowith  the  dis- 
writeth  so  much  of  posicion  of  Brooks,  he  thinkith  this  matter  may  come  in 
question  in  tyrne  to  come  whan  he  may  spie  a  mete  tyine  to  use 
his  malicious  mynde  wcU  this  writer  thinkith  can  not  be  restraned  wth  wordes  of 
frendship  nor  bandes  of  love  nor  yoke  of  othe.  All  wch  he  hath  before  this  tyme 
broken  and  taken  in  hand  the  lose  lynes  of  libtie  And  therof  to  give  a  tast.  It  is 
not  unknowen  howe  subtilly  he  hath  dealt  wl  this  simple  sowle  under  colo1'  of 
faithfull  frendshipp  most  like  a  suttle  serpent  to  supplant  him  both  of  goods  & 
living  wherof  being  his  owne  he  will  make  the  lesse  report  neither  is  yet 
forgotten  howe  manifestly  he  bestowed  an  othe  to  profit  himself.  Swering 
solemply  uppou  the  testament  That  he  had  paid  a  debt  of  xv1'  which  he  before 
had  borrowed  from  Mr  Whateley  of  Coventry  And  which  afterwards  the  said  Mr 
"Whateley  set  over  to  this  town  as  good  mony  pcell  of  fief  tie  pounds  to  be  lent 
yerely  to  the  poore  for  which  the  said  Brook  had  made  him  a  bill  which  bill  Mr 
Whateley  delivered  to  Mr  Yong  then  balief  to  recover  the  said  xva  of  the  said 
brook  who  for  a  yere  or  more  confessid  the  bill  &  promissed  the  payment  of  the 
debt  But  afterward  uppon  a  covetous  mynd  thinking  to  defraud  the  towne  therof 
said  That  he  had  paid  the  said  xv1'  to  John  ffisher  who  never  had  the  bill  nor 
any  comission  to  receve  the  mony  nor  ever  made  any  bill  of  recept  therof  nor 
other  dischardge  to  the  said  brook  nor  never  recevid  or  had  the  same  of  Brook 
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.•in. I  yet  uppon  his  false  othe  yeldid  to  satisfied  so  much  to  the  towne  .^  did  so 
besides  that  The  said  Brookes  being  bailief  &  burges  of  this  borough  bad  the 
recept  of  the  Rents  due  to  the  borough  &  the  payment  of  such  dueties  as  the 
bowne  should  &  ought  to  aunswer  And  uppon  his  acompt  demaundid  allowance 
of  vj"  xiijs  iiij''  as  paid  for  the  tenthes  of  the  corpacion.  Where  he  can  not  pve 
that  he  paid  it  As  apperith  by  ademaund  of  the  same  for  thequene  v  yeres  after 
or  more  at  what  tyme  the  towne  was  forced  to  pay  the  same  in  fcheschequyre. 
Besides  that  some  doo  think  that  lie  stretchid  his  consciens  in  the  tyme  of  his 
baliwik  And  more  his  unhonest  dealing  wUl  all  such  worshipful  &  honest  as  have 
put  him  in  trust  is  manifest  the  end  wherof  is  his  casting  of.  The  circumstaunce 
of  his  uncharitable  &  yet  most  crafty  practizes  to  wyn  Tybotts  land  from  him 
may  be  better  set  fourth  by  some  other  that  knowe  more  than  this  writer  who 
understandith  yet  this  farre  that  he  sekith  &  hath  gotten  the  possession  of  the 
poore  mans  land  &  kepith  the  poore  man  like  a  slav  in  the  marshalsie  or  kings 
bench.  When  the  land  hath  aunswerid  him  more  mony  than  ever  he  laid  out  & 
yet  upon  a  fraudulent  bargayne  his  owne  neighbo1'8  &  paroshions  of  saint  nicolas 
parishe  knowe  to  well  what  trowble  he  puttith  them  unto  by  conyng  compassing 
of  a  leace  of  pcall  of  the  church  lands  by  a  false  &  most  fowle  practize  as  they 
say.  And  ho  we  he  applieth  himself  to  serve  euery  tyme  turning  from  one  to  an 
other  is  not  hidden  neither  is  it  doubtid  what  he  will  not  doo  to  have  his  will  or 
private  profit  and  to  conclude  this  writers  opinion  is  that  he  tarrieth  expecting  a 
fit  tyme  for  his  purpose  to  doo  what  he  can  for  the  overthrowe  of  this  state 
supposing  therby  to  gayn  him  credit  though  it  be  to  the  undoing  of  many 
hundreds  &  the  perill  of  his  soule  which  God  defend  &  make  him  a  better  membr 
or  none  at  all  of  this  quiet  com  on  weale  Amen 

the     rr°gresse      of  After  the  things  thus  orderidfor  the  tyme.  John  Eidgeley 

Brokes  devises  in     being  out  of  his  office  of  Baliwik  and  John  Grene  occupieng 

this  matter  th.at  office  John  Baye  by  his  freends  pcured  out  of  the  Court  of 

Bequests  an  Iniuncion   directid    to   John    Grene   nowe   Bailief    and    Bicherd 

townesend  for  the  delivery  of  the  come  sequestrid  to  be  deliverid  to  John  Baye 
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according  to  a  second  decree  made  in  Michilmas  terme  1576  uppon  a  newe 
hearing  of  the  cause  before  the  maisters  of  requestes,  at  the  great  sute  &  Labor 
of  Brookes.  But  before  that  Inuincion  a  copie  of  the  decree  was  brought  to  the 
said  John  Grene  &  Eichevd  Townesend  who  bicause  it  was  not  under  seale  nor 
yet  direct-id  to  them  thought  it  not  sufficient  warrant  for  them  to  deliver  the 
come  by.  The,  the  rather  for  that  the  same  corue  was  in  the  meane  tyme  seasid 
uppon  &  taken  into  the  custodye  of  the  Undersherif  by  colo1"  of  an  extent  brought 
against  the  said  Brookes  for  debt  due  to  S1'  John  Throkmton  to  whom  it  was 
supposid  Brooks  should  owe  vcli  uppon  a  statute  &  therfore  nowe  extendid, 
though  colourably  as  afterward  shall  appere.  The  copie  of  the  second  order  or 
decree  made  by  the  Maisters  of  requests  uppon  a  newe  &  second  hearing 
folio  with,  viz 

Septimo  die  Novembr  Anno  regni  Eegine 
Elizabeth  &c  decimo  octavo 


the    cop}-e     of    the  Wheras  in  the   matter  in   varyance   depending   in    the 

e  m     queues  mats  honorable  Courte  of  Bequestes  betwene  John  Raye 

the         Court         of 

lests    for    the     complanant    &   Bicharde    Brooke    defendant    At    the    speciall 
tithes  of  Mytou  Request  of  the  said  defendant,  All  the  tuythe  corne  hey  &  other 

proffites  of  the  fieldes  of  Myton  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Nicolas  in  the  countie  of 
Warr.  Sithens  the  terme  of  the  holy  Trynytie  last  past  were  by  the  speciall  order 
&  comaundement  of  the  quenes  mats  counsaill  of  this  said  Courte  sequestred  taken 
&  ynned  into  the  handes  &  safe  custody  of  one  (folio  162)  Richarde  Townesend 
and  of  John  Grene  nowe  Bailief  of  the  towne  of  Warwik  So  to  remayne  to  the 
use  of  such  of  the  said  parties  playntif  or  defendant  as  uppon  the  further  hearing 
of  the  same  cause  shoulde  be  adiudgid  by  the  same  counsaill  to  have  right 
therunto  And  forasmuch  nowe  as  uppon  the  full  &  deliberate  hearyng  and 
debatyng  of  the  same  matter  in  the  presence  of  both  the  said  pties  and  of  theire 
couri  tied  It  appeareth  unto  the  quenes  mats  said  counsaill  of  the  said 

courte  That  the  said  defendent  neither  had  or  cowlde  shewe  or  proove  any  other 
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Bufficienl  or  better  matter  in  the  mayntenaunce  of  bis  pretendid  fight  &  tytle  in 
&  to  the  premises  than  heretofore  he  hath  doone  Therefore  it  is  nowe  the  daye  & 
yere  first  abovewriten  by  the  queries  maiesta  said  counsaill  of  the  said  courte 
ordered  Thai  the  said  Rycherd  Townesend  &  John  Grene  in  whoso  eustodie  the 
said  Tuythes  nowe  rernayne  in  sequestracion  as  is  aforesaid  shall  presently  uppon 
the  sight  or  knolege  of  this  order  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  unto  the  said 
complannt  to  his  owne  use  all  the  said  tuithes  of  corne  hey  &  other  the  proffites 
of  the  said  fieldes  of  myton  And  that  the  decree  heretofore  made  in  the  same 
cause  by  the  said  cownsaill  of  the  said  courte  shall  stande  &  contynewe  in  full 
force  towelling  the  possession  of  the  said  Tuythes  to  be  contynewed  in  the  said 
Playntiff 

Thomas  Sekford 


„     —     f  Thomas  Sekf 
concordat  cu  Eegro    j      Ry  Oseley 


This  copie  of  decree  or  order  subscribid  w1  M1'  Sekfords  hand  &  M1'  Ostleys 
was  brought  to  the  said  John  Grene  by  (  )  the  (  )  day  of  November 

1575  and  shewed  unto  him  wherby  the  said  (  )  requyred  the  delivery  & 

possession  of  the  said  Tuyth  corne  &  hey  acording  to  the  said  order.  Wherunto 
the  said  John  Grene  aunswered  (as  this  writer  is  enformed)  That  before  the 
comyng  of  that  order  the  said  Tuyth  corne  &  hey  were  taken  out  of  his  hands,  & 
seasid  uppon  by  the  Undersherif  into  the  quenes  handes  by  vertue  of  an  extent 
pcured  &  sued  out  against  Eycherd  Brookes  by  S1'  John  Throkmorton  unto  whom 
the  said  Brookes  was  indeptid  in  five  hundreth  poundes  as  appeared  by  the  said 
writt  of  Extent,  ffor  aunswering  wherof  the  leace  of  the  tuythes  of  Myton  and 
the  corne  in  the  barne  emongs  other  the  goods  &  landes  of  the  said  brookes  was 
extendid,  and  the  said  leace  was  valued  at  xl1'  and  so  seasid  uppon  &  taken  for 
the  quene  into  the  handes  of  John  Lynakers  Undersherif  to  Willm  Boughton 
Esquire  hiegh  Sherif  of  the  county  of  Warr.  which  Lynakres  was  then  gone  to 
returne  the  said  writt  or  extent  at  the  terme  So  as  he  the  said  John  Grene  or 
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Rycherd  Towuesend  could  not  deliver  the  said  corne  without  further  warrant. 
But  that  notwtstoudiug  the  said  John  Grene  at  the  ymportunate  request  of  the 
frendes  of  the  said  Have  promised  this  much  to  do  to  staie  the  corne  nowe  in  the 
barue  for  sixe  dayes,   And  that  in  the  meane  tyme  neyther  the  Sheriff  nor  any 
other  should  carry  away  the  same  although  he  Drought  a  liherate  for  the  same 
And  that  if  within  the  said  Sixe  dayes  the  said  Raye  or  his  freendes  could  &  did 
procure  sufficient  warrant  to  him  the  said  John  Grene  &  Eic  Townesend  for  the 
delivery  of  the  said  corne  &  hey.  Notw'stonding  the  former  seasure  &  extent 
within  sixe  dayes  after  that  daye  They  woolde  deliver  yt  accordingly.  Wher- 
uppon  the  frendes  of  the  said  Eay  desyred  the  said  M1'  Bailief  &  M1'  Townesend 
upon     k°  signify  their  knolege  or  understanding  towching  that  extent 
reports    made     to     to  Mr  Sekford  Mr  of  Requests  wdiich  they  did    by  their  Ires 
delivered  to  (  )  the  (  )  day  of  the    said  Novembr 

Wheruppon  the  said  Ray  travelled  to  london  to  the  saide  Mr  of  Requests  who 
theruppon  sent  furth  the  queues  ma1'  proces  under  the  privie  Seale  in  forme 
following  That  is  to  saye 

By  the  Queue 


copye    of    tbe  \ye  wille  &  in  most  straight  wise  charge  comaunde  & 

enioyne  youe  Richarde  Townesend  &  you  John    Grene   nowe 

aiiuding    the     del- 

yuery  of  the  come     Balief  of  or  towne  of  Warwik  &  either  of  you  uppon  payne  of 
&  hey  to  Eay  ccn  to  be  levied  of  yor  landes  tenements  goodes  &  cattells  in  or 

Eschequyre  to  or  use  That  ymediatly  uppon  the  Receipt  Sight  or  knoleige  herof 
you  furthw11'  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  unto  or  Subiect  John  Raye  or  to  his 
assigne  all  such  Tuyth  corne  hey  &  other  profits  &  comodities  of  the  fieldes  of 
My  ton  in  the  parish  of  Sl  Nicolas  in  or  countie  of  Warr.  as  remayne  sequestred 
in  yor  safe  custodie  by  order  &  comanclem1  heretofore  made  by  o1'  counsaill  of  ov 
court  of  Requestes  which  said  tuyth  corne  hey  &  other  proffltes  &  comodoties  of 
the  said  fieldes  of  Myton  are  sithens  the  said  Sequestracion  ordered  by  or  said 
counsaille  unto  the  said  Raye.  As  by  the  said  order  bearing  date  the  Seventh  day 
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of  Novembr  last  past  appeareth.  According  to  the  effect  of  which  order  Our  good 

pleasure  is  and  eftsone  wee  coinautide.  &  enioyne  youe  &  eitlier  of  you  uppon  the 
payne  aforesaid.  That  ye  make  present  delivery  of  the  said  tuyth  come  hey  & 
other  pfits  acordingly.  Gyven  under  our  privy  Seale  at  or  hono1'  of  hampton 
cowrte  tlie  xxi"'  daie  of  Novemhr  in  the  xix,h  yere  of  o   reigne 

Subscribid.  Ey.  Oseley 
directid  upon  a  lahell 


To  Rychard  Townesend   gent  and  John    Grene 

nowe  Balief  of  or  towne  of  Warwik  &  to  eyther 

of  them 

Rey   delyuereth    the  With  this  Iniuncion  &  comaundemenfc   John  Raye   vvUl 

Iuiunctiou  to  Grene     William  Worceto1'  cristofer  knight  &  others  came  on  Monday 

night  being  the  xxvjth  daie  of  Novembr  about  sixe  of  the  clock  at  night  to  the 

said  John  Grene  Bailief  into  his  house  in  Warwik  and  delivered  to  him  the  said 

Iniuncion  under  the  privy  Seale,  there  being  present  George  Turville  William 

Huddisdon  John  (usher  gent  &  others  ready  to  goo  to  supper  which  piocesse  the 

said  John  Grene  in  humble  maner  recevid  &  reading  the  same  considered  of  the 

contents  therof  And  desired  that  he  might  have  tyme  till  the  next  mornyng  to 

take  advise  in  that  matter  Wheruppon  he  woolde  reasonably  aunswere  them. 

Wherwtu  Willm  Worceto1'  semid  to  be  contentid.  But  bothe  the  said  Worceto1'  & 

„    ,         .  '        Bav  said  that  wheras  the  said  Mr  Bailief  had  promised  to  kepe 

Ivnolege  given  to  the  J  L  *- 

Babf  that  Brookes     the  corne  saffe  untill  the  comyng  of  this  warrant  they  under- 
seinants    were    in     stood  that  the  Servaunts  of  Brookes  or  some  for  him  had  gotten 
into  the  barne  &  layen  there  (folio  163)  keaping  possession  ever 
since  And  therfore  doubtid  lest  the  corne  were  or  shortly  should  be  carried  away. 
Grenea  aunswere  To  which  the  said  Mr  Bailief  aunswerid  That  was  untrue  There 

had  not  bene  any  for  Brookes  or  for  any  other  euer  sithens,  And  if  any  bodye  be 
there  nowe  yt  is  more  than  I  knovve  ffor  you  knowe  well  that  I  took  the  chardge 
uppon  me  but  for  sixe  dayes  and  they  bee  expyred  three  or  ffowre  dayes  past. 
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And  in  that  rneane  tynie  there  laye  no  body  there  any  night.  But  on  Wensday 
night  certen  fellowes  were  gotten  into  the  barne  without  my  knowleige  wherw* 
I  mislikid  assone  as  I  hearde  therof.  And  theruppon  went  downe  myself  about 
ix  of  the  clock  and  put  them  out  and  so  none  laye  there  so  long  as  my  promise 
or  undertaking  contynewed  But  what  hath  bene  done  sithens  I  knowe  not  for 
whan  you  came  not  w(  any  warrant  nor  I  hearde  not  from  you  in  those  sixe 
dayes  I  had  the  lesse  care  therof.  Wtb  this  answere  after  some  other  woordes  to 
litle  purpose  the  said  Raye  &  Wol'cetov  w*  their  company  deptid.  Wheruppon  Mr 
,,.„      Balif  sent  ymediately  to  warne  all  his  assistants  the  principall 

the  Bailif  assembhtli  .  L  f 

Lssistants  to  con-  burgesses  to  be  at  the  court  house  the  next  mornyng  by  seven 
suit  what  was  best  of  the  clock,  where  mett  first  the  said  M1'  Bailief  M1'  hudson 
Richard  ffisher  Ric  Townesend  Richerd  Roo  John  ffisher  Willm 
ffrekulton  Thomas  Jenkes  humfrey  crane  John  Rydgeley  &  John  Dyche.  And 
there  it  then  the  said  Mr  Bailief  signified  to  the  said  M1'  Townesend  &  the  rest  of 
the  company  what  processe  he  had  recevid  by  Jonn  Raye  &  Willm  Worceto1"  And 
bicause  the  matter  was  of  some  ymportance  &  principally  towchid  himself  &  M1* 
Townesend,  and  so  might  also  towch  the  state  of  the  whole  towne  (if  any  owtrage 
might  or  should  happen  emongs  light  persones  wilfully  bent  in  this  case  he 
desired  their  advise  &  counsell  what  was  best  to  be  done  in  this  matter  both  for 
there  &  all  theire  discharges  (for  he  thought  &  heard  say  that  there  woold  be 

resolued  to  execute  some  standing  in  this  matter)  And  which  way  in  their  opynions 
the  comaundmeut      he  &  Mr  Townesend  might  work  their  discharg  Wheruppon  it 

Consideracion  howe  was  thought  convenient  by  the  most  of  the  assistants  that  this 
last  proces  or  Iniuncion  being  under  the  quenes  seale,  nowe  lastly  brought  shoulde 
be  executid  and  that  the  corne  should  be  delivered  to  Raye  or  his  assignes.  but 
than  the  maner  howe  the  same  shoulde  or  might  be  executid  without  slaughter 
or  bloodshed  grewe  in  question,  for  it  was  informed  that  in  the  barne  there  were 
not  so  fewe  as  a  dozen  apointid  &  furnisshid  wth  divers  kindes  of  warlike  weapons 
to  kepe  the  possession  against  all  men.  And  that  some  of  them  were  so  desperate 
that  they  woolde  fight  it  out,  and  kyll  or  be  killed  before  they  departed.  And 
bherfore  howe  the  corne  may  be  taken  &  quietly  delivered  semith  very  harde  And 
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saitli  Mr  balif  though  this  [niuncion  be  come  to  me  on  the  payne  of  <-<J;  I  had 
rather  Eor  myne  owne  part  hassard  the  losse  of  cc"  than  am  man  should  be 
slayne  for  yf  that  should  happen  I  see  no  warrant  to  defend  mo.  To  that  the 

bhe  deuiBe  most  agreid.  And  then  fell  to  devise  of  the  maner  of  the  enter- 

prise. Wheruppon  it  was  eoucludid.  That  the  constable  &  the  Thirdborough  of 
that  warde,  namely  John  hynman  constable  &  (  )  thirdborough  shoulde  goo 

to  the  barne  sent  from  Mr  Balif  to  knowe  what  company.  &  nombr  was  in  the 
barne  &  who  they  were.  And  w^iall  to  comaund  them  in  the  quenes  inats  name 

the     coustable    and     from  Mr  Balif  to  come  furtb  of  the  barne  to  speak  wth  M1'  Balif 

thirdborough    sent     about  such  matters  as  he  lately  had  recevid  comission  to  deale 

for  the  rooters  -u    ^n(j  ^[^  ^his  message  the  said  constable  &  Thirdborough 

went  to  the  said  barne.  And  there  callid  to  those  that  were  within  to  come  to 

talk  w*  them.  Wheruppon  James  Bichardson  and  Bichard  Brookes  tanner  came 

there  annswere  to  the  gates  of  the  barne  being  lockid  &  barred  to  knowe  what 

they  woolde  have.  Wheruppon  the  said  constable  &  thirdborough  desyred  to 
know  the  names  of  all  such  as  were  within  the  barne  and  further  tolde  them 
their  message  from  M1'  Bailief  To  which  the  said  Brookes  &  Bicherdson  aunswered 

the  answer  returned  that  they  should  not  knowe  the  names  of  any  that  were  there, 
and  that  there  were  no  more  but  they  twoo,  And  they  woold  tarry  there  &  not 
come  to  M1'  Bailief  at  that  tyme  for  they  had  nothing  to  doo  wl  him  nor  woold 
not  come  at  hym.  With  this  message  or  answere  the  constable  &  Thirdborough 
returned  &  tolde  Mr  Balif  what  they  had  doone,  and  what  annswere  they  recevid 
at  Brookes  &  Bicherdsons  mouth,  and  that  they  did  see  no  more  but  they  heard 
divers  others  speaking  within  the  barne,  as  they  thought  to  the  nombr  of  half  a 
dozen  or  above,  emongs  whom  they  thought  George  ffulshurst  &  some  other  of 
Mr  Brookes  howse  were  there.  Then  was  it  advised  &  eoucludid  that  Mr  balif  & 

a  second  deuise  M1'  Tovvneseud  taking  wl  them  some  resonable  nombr  of  staid  & 

honest  quiet  men  shoulde  goo  thither  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  corne.  and 
bicause  the  peace  might  the  better  be  kept  It  was  thought  good  &  resolued  that 
M1'  Balif  should  comaund  the  constables  to  attend  uppon  him  thither  for  his  ayde. 
And  that  euery  constable  should  bring  or  take  with  him  his  constables  staff  and 
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no  other  weapon  for  himself,  and  also  that  euery  constable  should  tak  w*  him 
one  man  of  his  warde  being  well  weaponed  and  yet  the  most  staid  &  metest  man 
to  kepe  the  peace  &  give  assistance  as  cause  shoulde  reqnyre.  And  to  thende  that 
mete  men  should  be  apoyntid  to  that  service.  It  was  thought  good  that  eleccion 
shold  presently  be  made  by  Mr  Balif  &  his  Assistants  of  such  as  should  be  callid 
the  names  of  the  men     which  was  doone.    And  thes  were    apoyntid.    William    Loson 

d  to  assist  the     constable  of  the  hieh  pavement^*)  to  bring  Richard  Bromley, 

William  Stevins  constable  of  the  Market  place  to  bring  Olyver 

Brook.  Willm  Sharpies  constable  of  the  Jury  to  bring  henry  Chaplyn  Richard 

Blik  constable  of  the  castel  street  to  bring  William  Hodgekins  Hugh  Elkyns 

istable  of  the  West  strete  to  bring  Oliver  Griffyn  William  Ives  constable  of 
the  Saltesford  to  bring  (  )  hopkins  the  Shomaker  Leonerd  holmes  constable 

of  Smith  street  to  bring  Raffe  Martyn  wherof  neither  constable  nor  man  were  at 
home  but  Cristofer  Knight  supplied  the  constables  place  &  brought  others  wth 
him.  As  for  any  man  beyond  bridge  (folio  164)  yt  was  not  thougl.it  mete  to  calle 
more  than  the  constable  yet  John  hopkins  husbondman  &  others  did  come,  herof 
the  constables  being  sent  for  were  warned  &  comaundid  to  be  ready  w1  their  men 
apointid  to  attend  on  Mr  Bailief  at  the  crosse  by  one  of  the  clock.  And  then  Mr 
„    -d         Balif  desired  for  his  better  assistance  That  all  the  prvncipall 

the    prmcipall     Bur-  r  «         L 

required  to  Burgesses  present  woolde  take  the  paynes  to  accompany  him  to 
<t  at  the  place  bothe  w*  their  aide  &  counsaill.  wch  was  grauntid 
&  parformed.  And  it  was  thought  mete  &  directid  that  twoo  of  the  principall 
Burgesses  &  twoo  of  the  constables  shoulde  stonde  uppon  the  bridge  to  stave  all 
others  saving  such  as  were  apoyntid,  And  to  suffer  none  other  to  goo  after  or 
follow  Mr  Balif  to  the  place,  ffor  it  was  forseen,  that  whan  the  comoners  shoulde 
peiceve  \Ir  Balif  X-  his  bretherne  to  goo  so  accompanied,  Many  uncallid  woolde 
followe,   And  so  the  nonibr  encrease  farre  beyond  their  direction  and  whan  a 

la)  A  Comt  Leet  is  held  annually  in  Warwick  in  the  month  of  October,  at  which  the  Court 
Leet  Jury  among  other  appointments,  appoint  a  resident  in  each  of  the  wards  as  constable  of  his 
ward  for  the  next  twelve  months.  On  Court  Leet  day  the  Corporation  are  called  "Lords  of  the 
J.- 
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multitude  of  rash  lieadea  be  togither  especially  about  such  a  matter  &  in  a  cause 
bowohing  such  a  persoue  as  this  did,  daungerons  discordes  might  have  risen 
contrary  to  their  meauyng  Therefore  it  was  apoyntid  that  M''  Roo  &  M1'  Dyche 
shoulde  stoude  &  kepe  the  bridge,  and  w'  tlnm  the  constables  of  the  west  sfcrefce 

Rev  and  M1 '  Wui-cetur  ^  Saltesford.  This  being  so  d'etei  myued  John  Raye  &  William 
apointid  to  be  redy  Worceto'1  were  warned  to  attend  on  M1'  Balif  &  Mr  Townesend 
h>  reoeve  the  corne  ],v  olie  0f  fae  ciock  aDOut  what  tyme  they  ynteudid  to  deliver 
them  the  corne  acording  to  the  Iniuncion,  if  they  might  by  any  meanes 
reasonable  which  they  gladly  hearkened  unto.  And  so  at  the  tyme  apoyntid.  or 
rather  something  before  M1'  Balif  &  M1"  Townesend  the  constables  others  &  apointid 
mett  at  the  crosse  &  so  took  their  Journey  towardes  the  tythe  barne M  beyond 
the  bridge.  In  which  bavne  the  corne  lay,  and  on  the  bridge  stayde  a  great  nombr 

the  Balif  &c  goo  to  of  others  that  woolde  have  gone  &  so  leving  there  such  as  had 
the  bame  charge  to  staie  the  followers)  M1'  Balif  &  his  company  kept  on 

theire    way,    and    comyng    to  the  farther  end  of  the  bridge,   he  sawe  Thomas 

n~T",  ;  ,       1   +    „   ■      Brookes  (brother  to  Bicharde)   whom  M1'  Balif  callid  to  him  & 

Coieaeion       betwene  \  ' 

the  Balif  and  Tho.     tolde  him  what  comission  or  Iniuncion  he  &  M1'  Townesend  had 

Brookes  recevid,  and  what  he  entendid  to  doo,  willing  hym  that  if  his 

brother  had  any  s'unts  or  freindes  in  the  barne  (as  he  harde  say)  there  were) 

That    he    woolde  procure  them  to  come  away  &  not  to  resist  the  auctorytie, 

Thomas  Brookes  answerid  that  he  had  not  to  doo  in  the  matter,  nor  his  brother 

neither  as  he  thought,  but  the  Sheriff  who  had  apoyntid  crten  persones  to  kepe 

the  corne  &  the  barne,  And  he  thought  they  woolde  so  doo.  M1'  balif  said  unto 

him.   It   were  better  otherwise  And  the  other  wl  many  woordes  aunswerid  the 

contrary,  advising  Mr  balif  to  take  hede  what  he  did  least  he  shoulde  aunswer  yt 

and  so  w*  many  more  stout   woordes  &   indecent    behavyo1"  the   said   Thomas 

Brookes  kept  way  w*  M1'  Balif  to  the  barne  whither  M1'  Balif  &  his  company 

the  behauyor  of  the     being  come  M1'  Bailif  knocking  at  the  gates  softely  wl  his  white 

Balif  at  the  bame       staffe,  askid  who  was  within  and  by  &  by  comith  to  the  gates 

being  fast  lockid  Bycharde  Brookes  tanner  &  James  Bicherdson  w'  their  bowes 

(a)   There  are  no  remains  of  this  barn. 
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bent  &  arrowes  or  boltes  in  bheire  bowes  and  askid  who  was  there  and  what 
woolde  yon  have.  Than  said  Mr  balit'  I  John  Grene  &  Richarde  Townesend  are 
here  and  have  reeevid  comission  to  deliver  away  the  corne  in  the  barne,  and 
therfore  are  wee  come.  Open  the  dores  therfore  &  suffer  us  to  come  in.  Naye  saye 

he  is  denied  to  enter  Richerdsoii  &  brookes  you  come  not  here,  nor  we  will  open  no 
dores,  for  we  are  apoyntid  to  kepe  possession  here  &  so  will  we  doo.  Who 
apoyntid  you  so  to  doo  saith  M1'  Balif.  That  did  Mr  Sheriff  said  they,  and  that 
you  knowe  well  enough.  Than  said  M  Bailief  but  I  have  here  the  quenes 
comission  which  shalbe  your  &  my  dischardges.  We  will  take  no  such  discharge 
said  they.  A:  w'  that  a  greater  noyse  thati  of  twoo  was  hearde  in  the  barne.  Then 
was  it  askid  of  them  Who  or  howe  many  other  persons  were  there  w^n,  and  they 

others  in  the  barne  said  no  more  but  wee  twoo.  That  is  not  so  said  John  ffisher  for 
she  we  themselves  I  hearde  iiij01'  or  v  more  And  therw*  steppith  into  the  more 
within  the  barne  Thomas  Oldenall  sonne  in  lawe  to  Richarde  Brookes  &  George 
ffulshurst  la-other  in  lawe  to  the  said  Brookes  either  of  them  having  a  qualiver 
of  harquebuz  in  their  handes  &  matches  burnyng,  and  saide,  Yea  marye  here  be 
more  And  what  woolde  you  wl  them.  Yee  M1'  Oldnall  are  you  there  said  John 
msher,  I  am  sorye  to  see  youe  &  M1'  ffulshurst  there.  I  wisshe  youe  bothe  avvaye. 
It  is  no  matter  said  they,  here  we  are,  &  here  we  wyll  bee  doo  what  you  can. 

the  Balif  Bpekith  to     Than  M1'  bailif  spake  to  them,  saing.  M1'  Oldenall  &  Mr  ffulshurst, 

and  all  that  bee   wtin  heare  I  pray  you  what  I  saie,  here  M1' 

Townesend  &  I  have  the  quenes  mats  processe  &  comission  under  her  seale  to 

deliver  the  tythes  of  Myton  felde  &  the  proffits  therof   to   John    Ray    or   his 

-  gnes  mimI  to  that  end  are  we  come.  And  bicause  you  may  the  better  believe 

us,  here  is  the  comission,  as  youe  may  see,  &  shall  heare  yt  red,  barken  unto  yt. 

nanndem'   or     And  theruppon  a  great  silence  was  made.  And  Mr  Bailif  openly 

red     in  sight  &  hearing  of  all  that  were  there,  red  the  proces  verbatim 

which  being  red  &  seene  of  many  that  were  in  the  barne  Mr 

Balif  said  f  trust  that  all  you  that  be  in  the  barne  have  hearde  the  comission. 

Yea  save  bhey,  wl  one  voyce  wee  have  hearde  it,  Youe  understand  therby  saith 

balif  that  M   Townesend  &  I  bee  comaundid  to  deliver  the  corne.  Wee  pray 
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iii.'v  w'"  r.'sisi  you  bherfore  come  furfch  &  suffer  ua  to  execute  the  comission. 

Wee  knowe  the  ('omission  well  enough  say  Oldnall  <&  ffulshurst,  and  what  it  is, 
but  you  shall  deliver  oo  conn1  here,  oor  come  in  neyther,  nor  wee  will  not  come 
lurth  for  nil  that  comission  Yf  you  will  not  come  I'urtli  snith  M ''  Balif  wee  must 
use  youe   otherwise  than    wee  woolde,    And  assure   yo1'  selves  you   sha.lhe   fetched 

(folio  L65)  I'urth  before  wee  goo.  And  therfore  I  pray  you  w'  gentlenes  laye  aside 
yov  weapons  &  departe  quietly,  and  so  no  man  shall  offer  you  any  vyolence.  Nay 
sa  \  they  ye  can  not  get  us  furth,  nor  no  man  shall  come  in  here.  Yf  any  man  doo, 
let  him  take  yt  for  a  warnyng,  &  stond  at  his  owne  perill,  for  we  will  dye  before 
wee  leave  the  possession  and  he  that  offreth  to  come  in  shall  dye  for  yt.  Well 
said  M''  Balif,  I  trust  that  you  wilbe  better  advised,  you  knowe  what  it  is  to 
shede  blood,  and  ye  knowe  what  will  come  of  yt,  yf  any  man  be  slayne.  and 

many  persuaci<ms  therfore  I  charclge  you  in  the  queues  name  to  lay  aside  yo1' 
used  weapons  &  to  keape  the  peace,  and  to  come  quietly  furth,  and 

suffer  us  to  do  that  we  are  comaundid.  Nay  M1'  Balif  saith  Oldenall  I  charge  you 
to  kepe  the  peace  &  see  that  no  hurte  be  doone,  for  if  any  thing  happen  you  shall 
aunswer  for  yt.  Than  said  John  ffisher  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  M1'  Oldenall  &  Mr 
ffulshurst  that  shoulde  have  disciecion  &  knowe  what  daunger  you  stond  in,  that 
you  will  stand  so  obstinately  against  the  queues  offycer  &  her  comission  & 
auctorytie.  And  therfore  I  hartely  pray  you  give  over  thes  danngerous  attempts 
and  come  furth  where  you  may  be  very  well  assured  bee  yo1'  freindes,  and  will 
see  that  you  shall  tak  no  harme.  Otherwise  M1'  Balief  must  doo  that  he  is 
comaundid  and  so  you  may  be  further  towchid  than  you  woolde  or  any  of  us 
desire,  And  be  you  well  assured  that  you  can  not  long  resist  the  officer  who  hathe 
power  enough  here  as  you  may  see  to  pluck  the  house  downe  uppon  yon,  and  to 
handle  you  more  straightly  than  in  any  wise  he  myncletb,  if  reason  may  beare 

they  suck  to  their  auy  swaye  w'  youe.  It  is  no  matter  for  that  saith  Oldnalf  here 
possesion  wee  are  in  possession  and  here  we  will  live  &  dye,  and  if  any 

man  goo  about  to  enter,  let  him  come  at  his  perill.  with  thes  and  many  such 
frivolose  aunsweres  the  tyme  was  spent  more  than  half  an  howre.  Then  was  it 
thought  good  and  advised  that  a  proclacion  shoulde  be  made  to  this  end  that 
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bicause  it  was  not  knowen  liowe  many  was  in  the  barne  and  so  if  they  were  the 
nombrof  xij  or  above,  that  the  statute  of  Riot  Eouts  it  unlaufull  assemblies  being 
reuiembi'id  unto  them  the  proclamacion  made  acording  to  the  said  statute  miid-it 

proclaiuuuiou  was  tei'ritie  them,  and  so  cause  them  to  disperse  their  company  it  to 
depart  within  one  howre  least  they  shoulde  fall  into  the 
doomgies  pvided  by  that  Statute.  Wheruppon  M1'  Balif,  The  Stuarde  or  Towne- 
clerk  &  the  Seriannt  at  mace  approohing  nere  the  dore,  proclamacion  was  made 
in  forme  following  viz.  first  three  noyces  or  oyes.  then  were  they  in  the  barne  & 
all  other  callid  bo  give  ea1  e  &  beare  the  proclamacion,  &  so  after  silens  made.  It 
was  openly  publisbid  w<  thes  or  very  nere  the  woordes  following.  M1'  Bailief  of 
this  borough  of  Warwik  being  Justice  of  pece  vvlin  the  same  borrowe  &  libties 
therof  accompanyed  w'  the  constables  &  other  officers  of  the  same  borrougb  dootb 
in  the  queues  mats  name  straitly  charge  &  comaund  all  maner  of  persone  & 
persunes  unlaufully  assemblid  &  being  within  this  tuith  barne  to  laye  away  their 
armoure  weapoues  forse  &  furnyture  and  quietly  &  peaceably  to  goo  furth  & 
departe  from  the  same  barne  wrout  further  contynewing  or  comytting  any  further 
Ryott  Rowt  unlaufull  act  or  unlaufull  assembly  as  they  will  aunswer  their  doings 
&  avoide  the  perille  &  paynes  provided  by  the  statutes  made  against  Riotts  Rowts 
A:  unlaufull  assemblies.  And  god  save  the  queue.  After  this  proclamacion  made  & 
publisbid  by  the  Stuarde  &  Serjant,  M1'  Bailief  &  Mr  Stuard  spake  to  them  that 
were  wtin  and  saide  Sirs  you  that  bee  within  you  have  hearde  the  proclamacion, 
and  they  aunswer  that  they  have  hearde  yt.  Then  saith  M1'  Bailief  &  the  Stuarde 

other  pereuesioi)  you  knowe  what  dannger  is  nere  of  you  doo  contynewe  togither 

in  this  unlaufull  maner  the  space  of  one  howre  after  this  proclamacion  made 

being  that  nombr  which  wee  think  you  to  bee  xij  you  are  to  annswer  yt  as  in 

case  of  felonye.  wherof  wee  warne  youe  &  desire  you  to  have  respect  to  yo1'  selves, 

and  come  furth  peaceably  &  quietly  and  no   force    or   harme 

sbalbe   offred   you.    Oldenall   &   ffulshurst    annswerid,    wee   care   not    wee   are 

determyned,  and  therfore  bee  content,  youe  come  not  here.  Than  M1' Bailief  &  the 

peeving  their  stubbornes  and  that  they  were  wilfully  bent  to  persevere  their 

ntendid  purpose  doubtid  what  woolde  or  might  come  of  yt,  and  consaling  on  the 


////•:     BLACK     BOOK    OF    WAHWWK.  293 

)h(,  Balii  asayne  matter  feared  the  haRsarding  of  any  mans  lief  or  Mood,  &  on 
consuitiih  what  is     bhother  side  regarding  the  quenes  comission  &  auctorytie,  and 

to  '"'  ,1i"""j  waying  what  an  example  this  might  bee  to  other  like  misdoers 

resolued  to  entei  to    contempno    auctorytie    yf    this    should    be    so    given     over, 

resolued  by  the  grace  of  god  to  break  into  many  partes  of  the  barne  at  once, 
having  company  enough  so  to  doo  bymeanes  wherof  the  company  within  the 
barne  shoulde  have  cause  to  defend  many  places  at  ones  and  so  the  weaklyer  and 
so  to  give  the  adventure  to  enter  &  execute  that  comission  And  yet  spared  to  use 
that  force  so  long  as  might  bee  the  rather  in  hope  that  the  tyme  of  dannger 
woolde  have  wrought  better  consideracion  emongs  the  Rioters,  using  in  the 
meane  byme  many  frendly  offers  to  be  bound  to  annsvver  the  [ndempnytie  to 
Richerd  Brookes  if  by  Lawe  in  this  doing  he  were  wrongid,  But  all  to  no  purpose 
though  Mr  Bailief  forhare  to  execute  any  force  more  than  an  howre  &  a  quarter 
after  proclamacion  In  which  meane  tyme  bee  &  the  wyser  sorte  travellid  from 
place  to  place  about  the  barne  speaking  to  the  Ryoters,  who  showed  themselves 
to  the  nombr  of  ten  in  warlik  mauer  weaponed  at  dyvers  loopeholes,  But  neyther 
faire  promises  nor  any  entrety,  nor  the  remembrance  of  the  yinyuent  danngier  & 
perille  coulde  any  thing  move  them. 
^      „  „T  So  at  the  last  (folio  166)  twoo  fvre  hookes  &  other  threat 

Key  &  W  oorcetor  con-  J 

sent  to  have  the  poles  being  fetchid  to  pluck  downe  &  beate  downe  the  dores  & 
barne  waller  and  walles  by  consent  of  John  Ray  &  William  Worceto1'  and  the 
doves  to  be  broken  houre  &  a  quarter  &  more  after  proclamacion  being  spent  and 
withall  the  evening  drawing  on  It  was  thought  good  after  an  other  adinonyshe- 

prepaiacion  theiunto  ment  given  to  execute  the  attempte  But  no  persuasion  could 
take  place,  but  they  within  woolde  kill  or  bee  killed,  &  leave  their  carcases  there 
before  they  left  the  possession  And  what  tyme  by  many  loope  holes  or  watch 
holes  they  in  the  barne  had  percevid  the  fyre  hookes  to  be  brought  &  other 
eugynes  prepared  to    heat    downe   the    walles    They    (thinking    (as    it    may    be 

the  Kioter  discharge  supposed)  to  terryfie  the  Bailif  &,  his  companye)  dischargid  a 
a  gonne  shott  of  a  gonne  callid  a  qualiver  or  harbuz,  and  shott  out  of 

barne  some  arrowes  &  boltes  but  yet  in  such  mauer  as  hurt  no  man  (God  be 
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But    whan   the   crack  of   the   goonne   was  hearde  and  the  conion  sort 

uev    of    the     willed  to  soi  their  handes  to  tin-  hookes  &  poles  to  break  downe 

the  gates  i%   walles  most  men  without  very  willingly  showed 

I   willes3  and  so  the  hookes  were  hoised  to  the  bame  doores  the  poles 

shoved  against  the  walles  the  stakes  beat  downe  the  lome  &  roddes  on  the  oufc- 

And  bhey  within  shott  out  sheff  arrowes  &  boltes  good  plenty  wherwith  they 

did  hurt   some  assalants  but  not   greatly  Others  within  with  long  piked  staves 

thrust  at   such  as  came  neare  the  walles  &  others  within  with  long  rapiers  & 

swooi"ds  &  one  buckler  cast  many  pricks  &  thrusts  and  some  within  having  forrest 

hides  strake  at  them  without  so  fiercely  that  they  brak  twoo  forrest  billes  others 

threwe  great  pible  stones  at  the  assalants  all  wch  force  they  without  defendid  as 

the  might  and  withall  brak  downe  the  walles  on  bothe  sides  so  as  they  might 

have  eiitiid  though  wl  peril! ;  and  therin  so  well  behavid  themselves  that  after  a 

Ryoters    cryed     quarter  of  an  houres  conflict  The  Eyoters  within  cryed  out  & 

t0     desvred   to    holde   and    that    they    might   speak  w*  Mr   Bailif 
..    the  Balif 

wheruppon  the  assaulte  was  stayed,  And  Mr  balif  came  to  the 

the  Balif  goeth  in  to  ,,       rl,,  .       n      .       ,  .  ,  ,  .. 

walle.  ihen  they  within  desired  to  speak  secretly  with  him,  and 

Iiii-iu    they    comen  J  l  j 

that  therfore  he  alone  might  come  yn  to  them  a  matter  very 

perillous  in  so  furious  a  tyme  yet  he  went  unto  them  alone  without  any  weapon, 

and  the  comuned  w'  hym  And  ffulshurst  it  Oldnall  offred  to  M1'  Bailif  that  upon 

condicion  that  Ray  should  not  be  put  in  possession,  and  upon  his  former  offers  to 

be  bound  to  answere  brooks  indempnitie,  And  that  the  corne  might  be  suffred  to 

lye  there  vii  dayes  and  that  Mr  Balif  woolcle  undertak  that  the  corne  should  not 

be  removid  wlin  that  tyme  uppon  thes  condicions  they  woolde  depart  M1'  Balif 

answerid  that  he  could  not  graunt  any  thing  of  himself  but  he  woolde  speak  w1 

Mr  Townesend  &  the  rest  of  his  bretherne  &  theruppon  give  them  answere  In  the 

meane  tyme  no  man  shoulde  come  into  the  barne  nor  give  any  further  attempt 

ometh  furth  and     So  this  conflict  stonde  And  M1'  Balif  talkid  of  the  matter  wfc  his 

sistants  who  remembrid  unto  him  that  his  commission  was  to 

deliver  the  corne  to  John  Rev  without  condicion  and  to  that  end 

was  he  come  and  in  so  much  as  they  within  had  withstood  him 
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&  showed  their  force  which  aowe  was  at  an  ende  It,  wolde  be  greatly  to  his 
discvedil  bo  yeld  bo  such  condycions  Ami  because  there  shoulde  no  further  bar  me 
bee  done  It,  was  devised  that  such  psones  as  John  Ray  or  Willm  Worceto'  had 

thexpedicion  there  &  which  were  a  dozen  well  apointed  should  be  readie  to 

enter  &  thrust  in  themselves  assone  as  Mr  Balif  whs  gone  into  the  barne  to  give 
them  answere  which  was  expeditid  &  quickly  done  to  the  great  grief  of  the 
Ryoters  companye  who  than  were  so  matched  and  kept  upp  as  had  no  Rome  to 
strike,  though  they  made  great  semblance  And  so  being  that  way  overmatched 
they  were  content  to  leave  the  place  &  resort  to  their  Refuges,  part  wherof 
namely  ffulshurst  it  some  others  to  &  thorough  John  Jeffreys  house  The  Rest  to 
Richard  Brooks  whose  quarell  only  this  is  thought  to  be  and  there  were  recevid 
of  Mary  his  mischievous  &   malicious  mate.   The  Riotous  offenders  were    thes 

the  name  of  the  namely  Thomas  Oldenall  who  first  showed  himself  wl  a  goonne 
Rioters  &  after  fought  wl  swoorde  &  buckler  George  ffulshurst  first  wl  a 

goonne,  &  after  fought  wl  a  long  staf  w*  twoo  pikes  &  a  swoord  &  dagger.  James 
Richerdson  with  bowe  &  arrowes  &  did  shoote,  Richerd  Brookes  tanner  w*  bowe 
&  arrowes  &  did  shoote,  Richerd  Bettes  \v%  bowe  &  arrowes  &  did  shoote  (  ) 

Carpinter  or  Smyth  w*  a  forrest  bill  strake  lustely  Clement  hill  threwe  stones  & 
offred  to  strike  wl  Oldenall's  Rapier  Three  straungers  whose  names  be  not  knowen 
having  long  staves  swoordes  &  daggers  (  )  a  lackey  of  Thomas  Oldenalls 

who  w*  sword  or  Rappier  thrust  very  desperately  &  daungerously  through  the 
wall  many  thrusts  And  Thomas  Brooks  in  the  Intermission  whiles  Mr  Balif  was 
in  concacion  wfc  his  bretherne  gat  into  the  barne  where  finding  a  gilt  halberd  took 
it  in  his  hand  bending  the  same  as  though  he  woolde  have  striken  or  thrust  at 
Mr  Townesend  coming  in  wL  Mr  Balif  the  second  tyme  using  wfcall  very  cruell  & 

persones  hurt  in  the     furious  woords.  Thes  persones  were  hurt  on  the  balifs   part, 

conflict  though    not    daungerously    God    be    thankid    therfore     Henry 

Chaplin  hurt  in  the  brest  wl  an  arrowe  or  bolt  shott  Willm  Hynce  boocher  hurt 

on  the  head  w4  a  bolte  Richerd  Lytle  hurt  on  the  head  wfc  a  staf  &  on  the  body 

w*  a  bolt  John  Fisher  hurt  on  the  thomb  wc  what  he  knowith  not. 
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In  bhend  all  things  fynishid  the  Ryoters  were  suffred  to  depart.  And  M1' 
Balif  &  M1  Townesend  putting  all  other  persones  out  of  the  barne  saving  John 

E:i>  pui  in  possession  Raye,  took  a  handfull  of  barley  in  the  strawe  &  their  delivered 
him  that  <§  all  the  rest,  and  so  executid  their  coniission  leaving  him  in  his 
possession  of  the  barne  &  corne  who  there  acknolegid  himself  possessed  & 
satisfyed  acoiding  to  the  order  of  the  court,  &  so  callid  to  him  Willm  Worceto1' 
&  such  other  company  as  they  had  provided  for  his  ayde  &  assistance,  who  the 
next  day  carryed  the  same  corne  awaye  to  the  great  grief  of  Ric.  Brookes  &  his 

Job.  Lynacres  John  complices,  namely  John  Jeffreys  &  John  Lynacres  who  fumed 
Jeffreys Kood desire  at  the  hearing  therof  &  showid  their  affections  for  Jeffreys  & 
Lynacres  comyng  from  london  &  hearing  herof  by  the  way.  Jeffreys  being  clerk 
of  t lie  peax  showed  his  good  nature  &  wisshid  that  some  had  bene  slayne.  of 
which  part  he  had  not  cared.  Lynacres  being  undersherif  wisshid  he  had  bene 
there  for  than  some  of  them  should  have  dyed  for  it  &c. 

(folio  167)  Xowe  towelling  the  collusion  &  colorable  handling  of  this  matter. 

ffirst  it  is  to  be  remembrid  that  before  this  tyme  Richerd 

Cel'teu  notes  snowing  J 

collusion  einonges  Brookes  had  disclamed  in  that  tythe  affirming  the  right  to  be  in 
Brookes  Lynacres  his  Sonne  Oldnall.  which  was  also  coufessid  the  yere  before  by 
Oldnall  &  affirmed  also  by  S1'  John  hubond.  And  so  the  leace 
being  not  the  goods  of  Brooks  nor  the  pfits  therof  rising  could  not  be  liable  to  the 
debt  owyng  by  Brooks  &  so  not  to  be  executid  to  S1'  Jo  Throkmton. 

Secondly.  The  extent  was  not  taken  out  nor  sitten  uppon  untill  the  Mr  & 
counsaill  of  the  court  of  Requests  had  sett  down  their  second  order  against 
Brookes  for  the  possession  to  Ray. 

Thirdly  the  Sheriff  being  brookes  one  hand  returned  none  to  be  of  the 
Jury  to  fynd  the  extent  saving  only  the  freends  of  Brooks  &  such  as  he  apoyntid, 
who  also  dyned  at  Brookes  house  the  day  of  their  verdyte  &  appeared  uppon  one 
_  its   warning. 
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ffourthly  fcho  Jurats  knowing  &  Being  that  brookes  had  many  other 
goodea  <S  catallea  in  bheir  sight  or  within  the  libties  of  the  borough  as  not 
so  Eewe  as  vjc  shepe  on  the  backside  his  house,  xx,v  kyne  besides  oxen  &  ho 
the  leace  of  the  tuythes  of  harbury  the  leace  of  the  mylles  of  Bereford  the  leace 
of  his  ferme  of  the  temple  which  things  wold  better  have  satisfied  the  debt, 
woold  not  fynd  none  of  thes.  bnt  found  only  the  leace  of  Myton  &  the  corne  in 
the  barne  wob  wold  not  annswer  the  vjtM  part  of  the  debt 

mvethly  after  the  Inquysicion  sithen  uppon  Sir  John  Throkmton  being 
earnestly  labored  unto  by  Brookes  &  his  freends  woold  not  consent  that  any 
liberate  should  be  taken  out  for  the  execucion  But  confessid  in  dede  that  he  was 
otherwise  satisfied.  And  yet  woold  very  gladly  have  pleasured  Brookes  so  farre 
as  his  creadite  might  suffer. 

Sixtely  those  that  were  in  the  barne  in  that  Eiotose  maner  were  nereiy 
allyod  or  household  srunts  or  hangers  on  &  hirelings  of  Brookes,  as  for  example 
Oldnall  his  sonne  in  lawe  ffulshurst  his  own  brother,  clement  hill  his  warde, 
(  )  Carpinter  his  hired  smut  Betts  also  his  hired  srunt,  Bic.  Brookes  his 

kinsman  &  relivid  only  by  him,  Bycherdson  bis  comon  carror,  the  Lackey  being 
Oldnalls  boy,  &  all  the  rest  hired  by  Brooks.  woh  he  woold  not  do  in  any  other 
mans  right. 

Seventhly,  after  this  doone  and  the  corne  delivered.  Brookes  exhibitid  a 
bill  of  complaynt  into  the  starre  chambr  against  Richerd  Townesend  &  xx'-v 
others  that  he  supposed  were  at  the  delivery  of  the  corne.  wherin  he  complaned 
that  he  the  said  Brookes  being  possessid  of  the  said  tuith  barne  &  the  said  corne 
the  xxvi]-t  day  of  Novembr  (being  the  day  of  the  delyvery)  as  in  his  owne  right 
and  having  bene  therof  possessid  many  yeres.  The  said  Rycherd  Townesend  & 
the  nombr  of  xxl-v  aforesaid  &  many  others  had  ryotosly  wc  stafes  &c  dispossed 
him  therof  &  so  confessith  the  right  in  himself.  All  wcb  things  considerid  &  many 
others  doth  manifest  give  presumpcions  of  collusion  &  very  collusion  itself. 
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Brocks   connyno    to  Now  towelling  his  conyng  in  avoyding  the  ponishm'  for 

avoyd  pouislna'  in  disobeing  the  order  of  the  court  of  Requests  being  before  the 
requests  seC0nd  hearing  bound  to  stand  to  what  order  should  be  made. 
After  that  the  Maister  of  Requests  sent  out  many  processes  to  apprehend  him 
which  could  not  be  served  and  many  messingers  or  pursevants  to  catch  him  at 
last  he  was  found  by  a  pursevannt  who  wolde  have  brought  him  into  the  court  of 
Requests  but  was  lettid  by  the  under  Sheriff  of  Midlesex  whose  name  is  Yardley 
a  great  freend  of  Brookes.  This  undersherif  woold  not  suffer  the  pursevant  to 
have  him  from  him  bicause  as  he  said  Brookes  was  his  prisoner.  The  maner 
howe  was.  Brookes  thinking  to  shift  the  order  of  the  court  of  requests  procured 
himself  to  be  arrestid  by  the  Sherif  of  Middlesex  being  his  freend  (&  before  that 
his  Attorney)  for  a  debt  owing  by  Brookes  to  M1'  Richard  Cook  esquyre  in  whose 
debt  in  dede  he  was  as  afterward  Mr  Cook  confessid  to  the  Mr  of  Requests  being 
M.1  Sekfoid,  who  was  not  a  litle  movid  against  Brookes  for  this  &  many  other 
his  practizes  used  for  the  defacing  &  as  it  were  the  disanulling  &  overthrowing  of 
the  auctorytie  of  the  court.  weh  Brokes  practized  by  all  the  meanes  &  devises  he 
could  have  or  use.  and  so  protestid  in  divers  places  where  he  thought  he  might 
be  bolde  So  as  nowe  being  under  arrest  &  in  warde  of  the  Sherif  of  Middlesex  by 
proces  out  of  the  quenes  bench  he  was  not  to  come  into  the  court  of  Requests 
untill  the  Sute  there  had  his  full  determinacion  which  brookes  was  content  to 
protract  as  long  as  might  be,  and  therfore  was  content  to  lye  in  that  Sherifs  warde 
all  hyllary  ferine,  and  that  terme  endid  he  was  licensid  by  the  said  undersherif 
to  come  downe  into  the  countrey  unto  his  owne  house  but  w*  a  keaper.  such  a 
one  as  Brookes  himself  likid  to  chose,  wfc  this  keper  he  walkid  upp  &  downe 
London  Westm  &  into  the  countrey  &  in  the  countrey  many  tymes  ten  myles 
from  his  keper,  herof  the  Mr  of  Requests  being  advertised  contynewed  his  proces 
aswell  by  attachements  to  the  Sherif  of  Warwikshire  as  pursevants  into  London, 
but  all  to  litle  purpose  for  what  we  frendship  of  the  Undersherifs  &  free  speche 
of  his  purse  he  still  passid  the  pikes  untill  Easter  terme.  Whan  Easter  terme  was 
nd  than  acording  to  his  composicion  he  must  yeld  himself  to  the  under- 
sherif of  Middlesex,  he  came  wl  his  keper  to  London  wherof  the  M1'  of  Requests 
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beino  advertised  &  cryed  uppon  by  Ray  &  his  Erends  the  court  &  counsaill  of 
Requests  made  an  order  that  the  undersherif  of  inidd  should  bring  in  the  body 
of  brookes  under  a  eerten  payue  and  that  order  they  sent  by  a  pursevant  to  the 
said  undersherif  of  Midd  w'  comanndm1  to  come  himself  &  bring  in  the  Baid 
Brookes.  Wheruppon  the  said  Yardley  being  undersherif  of  Midd  came  into  the 
court  of  Requests  and  there  avowed  that  brokes  was  his  prisoner  arrested  for  the 
debt  of  M'  Cook  before  any  pees  was  sent  out  of  the  court  of  Requests  And 
bicause  he  could  not  put  him  in  sufficient  suretyes  or  speciall  bayle  into  the  court 
of  queues  bench  he  remaned  in  his  warde  as  by  order  of  lavve  he  must  doo.  Then 
Mr  &  counsell  of  the  court  of  Requests  made  an  order  and  enioyned  the  said 
undersherif  that  so  sone  as  the  cause  now  laid  against  Brooks  by  M1'  Cook  was 
determyned  or  orderid  That  he  the  said  undersherif  should  deliver  the  body  of 
the  said  brookes  into  that  court  of  Requests  wlhout  any  collusion  or  serving  of 
other  proces.  and  so  the  said  undersherif  was  for  that  tyme  dismissed  wherof  he 
was  not  a  litle  glad.  But  see  the  further  practize  of  Brookes,  before  this  arrest 
at  (folio  168)  Mr  Cooke  his  sute,  he  having  bene  collecto1'  of  the  second 
payment  of  the  subsidy  of  part  of  warrshire  in  the  xiiij1  yere  of  the  quenes  ma^ 
had  gotten  one  Cu  to  be  sta.llid  for  crten  yeres  to  be  paid  by  xx1'  the  yere  and 
those  payments  being  not  out  he  procured  a  wrytt  of  privilege  out  of  theschequyre 
supposing  him  to  be  accomptant  &  indebtid  to  the  quenes  maty  there,  and 
therfore  not  to  be  sued  ells  where,  and  this  privelege  was  showid  to  the  M1'  of 
Requests,  who  finding  the  thwarting  of  him  by  Brookes  went  into  the  Excheq1' 
and  declaring  the  circumstance  of  all  things  &  Brookes  his  practises  procured  the 
dissolving  of  that  privilege  &  so  was  referred  to  the  order  of  the  other  courtes  and 
so  brookes  his  labo1'  &  cost  Lost  in  that  behalf.  But  nowe  all  easter  terme  he 
the  Court  of  requestes  contynewed  in  the  warde  of  the  undersherif  of  midlesex  &  the 
send  out  contyn-  next  vacacion  &  so  all  Trynyty  terme.  In  the  meane  tyme  proces 
uaiiy  proces  was  contynewed  to  the  Sherif  of  warrshire  &  to  the  balif  of 

Warwik  for  the  Apprehending  of  Brooks  but  he  could  not  be  found  there.  And  in 
trynytye  terme  John  Ray  &  his  freends  prosecuting  their  sute  in  the  court  of 
Requests  obteynid  out  of  the  same  court  a  processe  or  warrannt  directid  to  the 
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hiegh  Sherif  of  the  county  of  Wan'  &  to  the  bailif  of  the  borrough  of  Wavwik 

unacion  of  Re-     comaunding  them  or  either  of  them  not  only  tomakproclamacion 

belliou  attachment     of  Rebellion  against  Richerd  Brooks  for  his  disobedience,  but 

-     bo  aphend  him  whersoever  be  might  be  found,  &  to  bring  him  before  the 

counsaill  of  the  court  of  Requests  to  annswer  his  misdemeano1'.  hut  also  to  ayde 

assist  &  maynteyue  John  Ray  &  his  assignes  in  the  possession  of  the  tuythes  of 

my  ton  w1  the  profits  aptenances  and  also  to  apprehend  &  count  to  warde  all 

such  persones  as  should  interrupt  let  or  disturb  the  possession  of  Ray  or  bis 

assignes  &  theruppon  to  send  up  the  psons  or  c'tify  the  court  that  further  order 

may  be  taken  for  their  ponishm1  which  comaundmt  was  in  order  it  forme  as  is  set 

the  proces  delyuerid     furth  the  last  yere  in  the  tyme  of  John  Rigeleys  bailivvik.  This 

proces  was  brought  to  John  Grene  balif  of  Warwik  &  delivered 

to  him  after  Trynytie  terme  &  was  urtrid  by  the  freends  of  Ray 

■  itti  till  he  may  J     J  °  J  J 

bee  aduised  bv  the     to  be  pclamed  wUl  spede.  But  bicause  the  Assises  was  not  long 

after  the  delivery  therof.  the  Balif  thought  good  to  spare  the 

pclamacion  until!  he  might  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges.  And  so  forbare  till 

that  tyme  the  rather  bicause  neither  corne  nor  hey  wold  be  redy  before  that 

tyme  of  Assises  (&  also  padventure  for  some  other  secret  causes  him  moving)  bo 

the  Justices  of  assises     at  the  comyng  of  the  Justices  of  Assises.  M1'  Bailif  requiring  the 

company  of   M1'  hudson  M1'  Townesend  &  John  fiisher  on  the 

thursday  night  after  supper  attendid  on  my  L  dyer  Lord  chief  Justice  of  the 

coinon  plees  &  Mr  Wyudham  electid  S'jant  at  lawe  then  Justice  of  Assises  of 

Wan  shire,  and  inipartid  unto  them  what  comission  or  proces  was  come  unto  him, 

and  what  daunger  was  like  to  happen,  and  therfore  desired  their  opynions  what 

the  Bailief  might  or  was  best  to  doo  in  that  matter  &  whether  the  coinfssion 

luigut  be  his  warrant.  And  also  whither  the  possession  of  the  said  tuythes  might 

be  maj  ateuid  for  Ray  insomuch  as  the  said  Balif  was  enformed  &  did  understand 

that  tiie  same  were  lately  sithens  the  comyng  of  this  comission  extendid  as  the 

Brookes  for  a  c'ten  debt  of  CO1'  owing  by  Brookes  to  John  Jeffreys. 

heiof  my  L  chief  Justice  it  M1'  Wyudham  conferrid  togither  a  litle  while  before 

the  gave  any  answere.  But  not  long  after  my  L  chief  Justice  sayd.  What  meane 
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you  bo  trowble  us  w1  thes  matters  as  though  we  were  counsalers.   I   have  bene 

T     ,  .  ,    ,     .        twoo  or  three  tymes  movid  in  this  matter  for  mvne  opinion.  I 

ni\     I,   rhiri    Justice  •  •>  • 

unwilling   to  give     tell  yon  truly  I  am  wery  of  yfc.  Wee  come  downe  as  Judg< 
bis opviiyon  110|(  fc0  gjve  Counsel!  And  why  should  you  trowble  us  u '  \i,  and 

so  seniitl  to  be  somewhat  movid.  Then  John  ffisher  besougiit  his  Jj  not  to  be 
offendid  for  the  cause  in  hand  being  doubtfull  &  stonding  uppon  a  question  of 
value  &  auctorytie  of  a  court  &  the  queues  proces  as  they  took  yt  being  many 
wayes  impugned  by  trowhlesome  men,  they  were  bolde  to  move  the  question  to 
their  Lordships  as  Judges  to  tell  them  what  became  them  to  doo.  for  otherwise 
being  of  tbemselfs  ignorannt  in  such  a  cause  knewe  not  liowe  to  behave  themselfs 
as  they  woold  most  gladly  for  the  discharge  of  their  duetyes.  Why  saith  my  L 
chief  Justyce  you  may  goo  to  counsaill  as  here  is  M1'  Buk  who  stod  by  &  was 
ptely  made  privy  to  the  cause  by  Eobert  Sheldon  or  by  some  other,  w*  that  Mr 
buck  steppith  in  &  began  to  the  cause  wherw1.  my  L  more  mislikid 

Mr  Wvndiin  con-  ^  swinged  away.  Than  saith  M1'  Wyndham  is  not  this  brookes 
fessith  that,  Brookes  one  that  dwellith  at  the  townes  end.  Yes  said  ffisher.  That 
had  bene  m  hand  fellovve  saith  M1"  Wyndham  mett  us  a  myle  or  two  hence,  and 
askid  me  dyvers  questions,  the  one  was  whither  he  being 
arrestid  by  the  undersherif  of  the  Shire  &  in  his  ward,  might  be  afterward 
arrestid  by  an  other  proces  by  the  balif  of  the  libtye.  And  I  told  him  myne 
opynion  was  no  so  long  as  he  was  in  the  Sherifs  ward.  And  then  he  remembred 
unto  me  liowe  I  was  of  his  counsell  in  a  matter  betwene  him  &  Ray  and  that  I 
had  both  bene  in  the  court  of  Requests  for  him  &  bene  meane  to  my  lord  keaper 
for  him.  Which  I  then  well  remembrid  &  so  calling  the  matter  therby  the  better 
to  memory  I  advised  him  to  fall  to  some  end,  for  though  he  might  shift  it  for  a 
tyine  yet  in  thend  he  must  be  glad  to  yeld.  Uppon  thes  woords  of  M1'  Wyndebams 
John  ffisher  took  occasion  the  rather  to  enlarge  his  talk  to  the  said  M1'  Windham 
both  declaring  the  condicions  of  brookes  &  his  practizes,  and  what  his  ayders 
were  especially  Jo.  Jeffreys  clerk  of  the  peace  who  may  be  reconid  qui  interturbat 
omnia  for  sithens  his  comyng  into  the  towne  more  discencion  hath  growen 
emongs  neighbors  than  was  in  xx^'  yeres  before.  And  therw1  John  Jeffreys  cam 
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by  &  maide  an  errand  to  speke  w*  Mr  Redford  clerk  of  the  assises  &  so  passid  by 
into  the  further  part  of  the  garden.  Then  Mr  Balif  desired  secretly  of  M1'  Wyndham 
his  opynion  whither  he  might  mak  the  proclamacion  against  brookes  &  what  lie 

M  Wyndeham  shew-  may  doo  towelling  (folio  169)  the  rest  of  the  comission  who  told 
his  opynyon  him  that  he  might  make  proclamacion  whan  he  thought  good, 

and  for  the  rest  he  might  ayde  A  assist  Eay  in  his  possession  so  farre  as  in  any- 
wise he  forsee  that  no  Ryot  be  comyttid  by  &  therfore  advised  him  in  such  case 
not  to  tak  many  wl  him  whan  he  went  about  that  matter  and  towching  the 
arresting  of  brokes  showed  his  opinion  betwene  them  two.  This  being  orderid  Mr 

the  Balif  shewith  the  Balif  the  next  day  being  fryday  &  day  of  Assises  spake  w*  Mr 
humfrey  fferrers  hiegh  Sherif  &  told  him  what  comission  lie  had 

Slierif       who       re- 

fenvth thexecucion  recevid  directid  aswell  to  him  as  to  him,  and  theruppon 
thei-of  to  the  Balif  showed  the  comission  to  M1'  Sherif  who  desired  to  have  yt  all 
night  to  consider  uppon  and  so  he  had  and  the  next  day  delivered  the  same 
agayn  to  the  Balif,  saying  it  is  a  matter  as  I  understannd  towelling  tythes 
lieng  w'in  yo1'  libtye  and  therfore  by  you  to  be  dealt  in,  and  I  will  not  medle 
w'all.  Theruppon  the  balif  recevid  the  comission  agayn.  And  being  urged 
the     Baylif    maketh     therunto  on   the   Saturday  during  the  tyme  of  Assises  in   the 

tyme  of  open  market  &  in  the  market  place  he  made  proelainacion 

of  Rebellion  against  brookes,  and  sayd  further  that  he  woold  arrest  him.  if  he 

might  catch  him.  But  Brookes  kept  himself  for  the  tyme  in  and  had  freends 

shift    of     enough  abrode  to  harken  to  his  causes.  Nowe  behold  an  other 

shift  to  save  him  from  arresting  by  the  Bailief  Brookes  poured 
a  Latitat  to  the  Sherif  of  Warrshire  for  the  arresting  of  himself  at  the  sute  of 
)  marchant  of  London  for  a  debt  supposing  to  be  owing  to  him  and 
heruppon  the  undersherif  named  John  Lord  who  lay  at  Willm  hicks  howse  (I 
will  not  say  w1  his  wief)  being  Sister  to  Richerd  Brookes  (Such  a  brother  such  a 
Sister)  arrestid  Brookes  suffring  him  nevertheles  to  go  &  be  at  his  owne  house  & 
in  his  owne  groundes,  &  appointid  him  a  keper  by  deputacion  one  Richerd  Brooks 
tanner  bis  owne  kinsman  &  of  his  houshold  and  he  should  have  the  keping  of 
brookes  as  a  prisoner  whithersoever  he  should  goo.  And  this  was  done  to  thend 
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he  should  not  be  arrestid  within  bhe  bowne.  Nowe  let  the  Reader  iudge  whither 

this  be  playne  or  cleanly  dealing  or  otherwise.  And  so  Richerd  Brookes  walkid 

abrode  ID  the  fields  &  about  his  ovvne  house  under  the  keaping  of  Iticherd  brookes 

but  yet  not  without  other  espialls  to  view  the  coste  ne  forte  &c  Tins  went  so  on 

an  other  shift  for  a  season  untill  a  privie  sessions  was  afterward  procured  as 

shall  afterward  be  declared.  But  first  it  is  not  yinptenent  to 
Jo  Jeffreys  bringefch  ....  _, 

extent      ainst     shewe  the  onginall  cause  of  that  Sessions,  w°  was  a  con 

Brooks  devise  if  it  may  be  so  honestly  be  termed.  But  this  was  the 

matter.  The  said  Richerd  Brookes  being,  or  not  being  in  debt  to  John  Jeffreys  in 

CCU  suffred  an  extent  to  be  brought  against  him  at  the  sute  of  the  said  Jeffreys 

for  CCH  uppon  the  forfeytuve  of  statute.  And  this  extent  must  nedes  be  sitten 

uppon  at  the  bowse  of  Willm  hickes  in  a  soller  or  hiegh  chambr  whereunto  must 

enter  none  but  only  the  undersherif  John  Jeffreys  &  the  Jurats  being  of  their 

owne  piking  &  were  freends  to  Brookes,  wherof  some  of  them  labored  &  sent  to 

by  Brookes  wl  Request  thas  as  they  lovid  him  they  woold  appere.  this  warning 

by  brookes  owne  srnnt  given  at  the  howses  of  some  of  them  by  five  of  the  clock 

in  the  morning  was  sufficient  to  cause  them  to  appere  by  ix  of  the  clock.  Some  of 

which  pformed  his  request,  others  did  not  but  have  confe'ssid  that  they  were  so 

the  maner  of  finding  earnestly  desired  by  brookes  as  they  woold  if  great  busynes  had 
this  extent  had  not  lettid  them.  Whan  the  howre  was  come  none  but  xij  of 

the  Jury  &  the  said  undersherif  &,  Jeffreys  must  be  suffred  to  heare  any  thing,  no 
not  so  much  as  the  Balif  of  the  hundred  that  warned  them  And  dyvers  psones 
hearing  that  an  Inquysicion  should  be,  fearing  least  the  matter  might  towch 
them  pressid  &  desired  to  be  admyttid,  but  it  was  annswerid  that  no  man  should 
come  in  for  yt  was  a  matter  for  the  queue  &  therfore  none  but  the  Jury  to  be 
pryvy  nor  none  should  be  pryvy.  So  they  pcedid  and  Jeffreys  being  clerk  of  the 
peax  &  having  a  meany  of  his  freends  on  the  Jury  sbewid  his  statute  &  urged  the 

Jefreys  desire  of  debt  requyred  that  he  might  by  their  meanes  be  recompenced 
speciall  thinges  wl  the  fruytes  of  the  tythes  of  Myton  wch  was  the  goods  of 
hemg  m  sute  Brookes  &  w*  the  tuythes  of  Snyterfeld  being  also  Brooks.  This 

Jeffreys  being  next  neigh  bo1'  &  dwelling  nere  to  brooks,  did  every  day  walk  brokes 
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groundes  wliere  he  sawe  cattell  worth  fcwise  his  debt,  &  knevve  other  leaces  & 
land  that  brooks  had  of  better  value.  Hut  yet  none  to  his  liking  so  much  as  this 
which  he  knewe  to  lie  in  sute  of  Lawe  ready  to  be  iudgid  from  Brooks,  and  to 
helpe  Broke'-  by  tie  as  may  appere  woold  have  some  colo1'  of  interest.  Than  Thomas 
Staunton  bhelder  being  broks  great  frend  being  forman  of  the  Jury  testifyed  that 
Brokes  was  in  possession  of  the  tythes  of  Myton  in  the  xvijtu  yere  of  the  quenes 
ma,s  reigne  and  for  Sniterfeld  Jeffreys  declared  that  Brookes  had  a  clere  title 
therin.  Hut  some  of  the  Jury  knowing  that  Robert  Sheldon  had  tryed  wl  brookes 
&  was  nppon  a  further  triall  for  Sniterfeld  woold  not  fynd  the  same.  woh  grevid 
Jeffreys  gretly  &  so  I  think  brooks.  So  in  the  end  being  kept  togither  three  or 
foure  houres  &  not  suffred  to  dept  nntill  they  were  agreid  they  fonnde  the  proffits 
of  the  tuythes  of  Myton  for  Jeffreys  &  cvten  houses  or  cotages  to  aunswer  his 
quere  debt.  Which  if  be  a  good  debt  of  CC1'  woll  not  be  resd  of  those 

things  in  xltv  yere.   And  whether  this  be  like  to  be  a  collusion  or  no  let  the 
Reader  iudge.  ffor  it  is  manifest  that  Brookes  goods  at  that 

Bivokes     had     other  °  ° 

socles     in     open     tyme  in  open  shewe  was  more  woorth  than  vc  u  besides  thes 

sight  worth  much     things  But  all  this  was  practized  to  ympeche  the  tytle  of  John 

n  this  debt     j^ay  ijj  myton  tuyth.  and  so  therby  to  wyn  the  matter  from  him 

by  Liberate  uppon  returne  of  this  Inquisicion  or  to  bring  the  matter  to   the 

comon  lawe,  Orells  (which  this  writer  doth  think  was  chief  pretendid)  to  bring 

some  slaughter  or  extreme  accion  wherby  the  libties  &  charters  of  this  borough 

might  be  infringid  or  forfaytid  ffor  let  the  Reader  well  note  the  circumstannce 

Brookes  disposition       and  it  will  in  maner  shewe  itself.  Such  is  the  fidelity  &  faithfull 

othe  of  the  prnner  Brookes  and  such  be  his  practizes  that  if  he  can  neither  gayne 

ne  save  yet  it  pleasureth  him  to  hurt  others  &  that  without  any  remorse  or 

conscience,   he  was  bailif  of  this  towne  &  then  sworne  (folio  170)  maynteyne 

susteyne  &  uphold  the  libtyes  &  privileges  thereof  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power  & 

howe  he  doth  it  behold  he  causith  undersherifs  &  other  meaner  officers  to  infringe 

the  same  by  their  arrests  of  divers  psones,  he  settith  discord  &  debate  betwene 

neigh bors  Yea  he  pcuieth  quarrells  &  those  so  danngerouse  as  most  likely  to 

slaughter,  he  subornith  straungers  to  take  out  copyes  of  chres  &  Bvidencs 
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to  encounter  the  good  orders  of  the  towne  &  to  thwart  asinuch  as  may  bo  the 
orderly  procedings  of  oilicers.  Thes  be  the  fruytes  of  such  a  membr  as  woold  if  it 
Lay  in  him  overthrow  the  whole  to  glory  of  part,  what  should  I  say  more,  my  pen 
is  weary  and  I  am  most  sory  to  wryte,  if  otherwise  it  might  bee,  that  any  hope 
of  goodnes  might  be  expectid.  but  it  is  past,  non  est  timor  domini  ante  oculos 
eius.  and  so  I  end  for  this  tyme. 


(folios  170  to  179.  Part  taken  up  with  the  arrangements  between 
Warwick  and  Banbury  re  Oken's  gift  (see  ante  pages  161  to  165),  part  with  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Tooley's  feoffment :  the  remainder  blank.) 


The  Bectoky  of  Budbrook. 

,  .      , ,  .   (folio  179)  It  ys  to  be  remembrid  That  after  the  death  of  Tbomas 

towcbing  the  grannt-  v  '        J 

in."  of  a  leace  of  the  Butler  and  his  late  wyef  marryed  agayne  to  unthrifty  Warner 
Rectory  of  Bud-  Sute  being  made  by  M1'  Baphe  hubond  and  his  freendes  to  o1' 
brook  good  Lord  the  right  honorable  Earle  of  Leycestr.  It  pleasid  his 

lordshippe  to  wryte  a  Ire  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Mr  hubond  to  the  Balief  and 
his  bretherne  the  Burgesses  of  Warwik.  The  Teno1'  of  wch  Ire  ensueth.  &  first 
endorsed 

To  my  very  loving  freendes  The  Bailief   &   his 

brethern  and  the  rest  of  the  corporacion  of  the  towne  of 

Warwik 

a  ire    from    my    L  After  my  hartie  comendacions,  where  you  have  to  demyse 

therle  of  Leycester     certen  Tuythes  belonging  to  yor  corporacion  which  were  lately 

for    a    leace   to  be 

*.  *  4    -mt.-d  t      in  the  tenure  &  occupacion  or  one  Butler.  1  veary  hartely  and 

granntid  to  M'  Rat.  l  j      .  j 

huhond  earnestly  pray  youe  that  you  will  nowe  lett  the  same  to  my 

Budbrook  very  freend  Baphe  hubond  give  therfore  as  any  others  resonably 

v 
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wille.  Wherin  yf  at  this  my  request  the  rather  you  wille  pleasure  him,  I  will 
thank  you  for  yt  And  not  be  unroyndfull  to  requyte  yt  you  any  wayes  I  can.  fare 
ye  well,  from  the  courte  the  xxtu  of  ffebr.  1580 

Yor  very  loving  freend 

E.  Leycester 

This  Ire  was  not  delivered  untill  the  xixth  day  of  May  And  then  was  it 
delivered  to  John  ffisher  Balief  who  woold  not  break  open  the  same  nor  look  into 
yt  untill  the  rest  of  the  principall  Burgesses  might  meet  togither  wch  at  M1' 
Richard  Brookes  request  was  apoyntid  to  be  at  the  cowrt  house  nere  the  crosse 
the  xxiij'  day  of  the  same  moneth.  Where  met  the  said  Jo.  ffisher,  Balief  Bichard 
ffisher,  Richard  Townesend  Bichard  Boo,  Bichard  Brookes,  Willm  ffrekulton, 
Thomas  Powell,  Thomas  Jenkes  humfrey  crane  &  John  Bigeley  principall 
Burgesses.  Where  the  said  Ire  was  openly  publishid  And  considered  but  not 
resolued  uppon  for  any  direct  amis  were  But  M1'  Bic  Brookes  thought  it  con- 
venyent  to  give  some  certen  answere  at  that  tyme,  wch  yet  was  not  agreed  unto 
But  yt  was  agreid  that  M1'  hubond  should  have  woord  to  resort  to  the  said  balif 
and  his  bretherne  the  xxixth  day  of  the  same  moneth  And  then  they  woold  use 
further  conferrens  of  that  matter  And  so  for  that  tyme  that  cause  restid. 

On  the  xxiij th  day  of  the  said  moneth,  Baph  Wagstaff  a  S'vannt  of  the 
said  honorable  Earle  brought  an  other  Ire  from  his  houo1'  to  the  said  Bailief, 
requyring  on  my  said  L  behalf  an  answere  therof.  The  tenor  ensuith.  endorsed 

To    my   very   loving    freends    the    Bailief    and 

masters  of  the  Towne  of  Warwik 

,,     ,      t  After  my  very  hartie  comendacions,  Wheras  I  am  geven 

a  Ire  from  tberle   of  j  j  >  & 

Leycester     for     a     tunderstand  that  yor  granntes  of  the  Bectorye  of  Budbrook  and 

leacetobeKrannted     Tythes  lieng  in  the  towneships  &  fieldes  of  Budbrook  hampton 

and  Norton  Lynsey  and  Norton  Curley  made  to  my  late  Servant 

Budbrook  John  Butler  decessid  is  voydable  and  of  no  force  in  Lawe  And 
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that  for  my  Bake  you  tolerated  the  use  fclierof  in  his  sonne  Thomas  Butler  also 
decessid.  Sithens  whose  death  bhe  said  voyde  granntes  (as  I  am  enfonned)  are 
come  to  the  custodye  of  a  straungier  who  dwelling  fane  from  yon  hathe 
not  deserved  any  gratytude  at  yo1'  bandes.  My  earnest  request  to  youe  is  that 
youe  will  make  a,  sufficient  grannt  and  leace  of  bhe  said  Rectorye  and  tithes  to 
my  loving  Ereende  Willm  Beynham  Esquire  for  the  terme  of  x\i  yeres  reserving 
the  accustomed  Rent  and  for  such  reasonable  ffyne  as  your  selves  shall  think  him 
woorthie  to  paye  taking  uppon  him  the  casualtie  &  charge  of  the  Sute  (if  any 
shalbe)  wherin  what  favo1'  &  frendely  consideracion  you  shall  shewe  unto  him  for 
my  sake,  I  wille  take  the  same  doone  unto  me,  and  will  not  forgett  to  gratifie 
the  same  with  any  good  I  may  doo  yor  towne  or  any  of  youe  furthering  this 
requeste  And  so  bid  you  farewell. 

Yo1'  loving  freend 

R.  Leycester 

This  letter  was  made  knowen  also  to  the  principall  burgesses  who  thought 
good  to  deferre  any  resolucion  untill  their  next  meting  wch  was  before  appoyntid 
to  bee  on  the  xxixth  of  the  same  moneth  And  the  said  bringer  so  answerid  was 
dismissid. 


On  the  said  xxixt]1  of  May  1580  the  said  Bailief  and  Burgesses  namely 
John  ffisher  Bailief  Richard  ffisher  Richard  Townesend  Richard  Roo  Richard 
Brookes  William  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  Thomas  Jenkes  humfrey  crane  John 
Rigeley  and  John  Dyche  being  come  togither  in  their  said  house,  &  conferring  of 
both  thes  Ires  and  what  annswere  were  mete  to  be  made  to  satisfie  our  said  good 
Lord  A  messinger  came  to  desire  Richard  Brookes  to  come  to  Ml"  hubond  to 
Willm  hicks  house  who  went  unto  him  but  tarried  not  long  away  but  returned  to 
his  place.  And  whiles  the  Bailief  &  Burgesses  were  thinking  hovve  to  satisfie  my 
lord  An  other  Ire  was  brought  from  his  L  by  a  footeman  of  M1'  Beynham.  The 
teno1'  of  which  ensueth  endorsed 
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To   my   very    loving   freendes    &   neighbors    the 
Balief  and  masters  of  the  towne  of  Warwik. 
a    second    Ire    from  After  my  veary  harty  comendacions  where  of  late  I  wrote 

herle  of  Leycester     unto  yQU  Qn  fchfi  behalf  of  my  yeary  gQod  freende  Mr  William 
on  the  behalf  of  Mf 

Beynham  that  you  woolde  the  rather  at  my  request  grannt  unto' 

Bndbrook  him  for  the  terme  of  xxi  yeres  the  Bectorye  or  personage  of 

Budbrook  for  such  reasonable  fyne  or  Incom  as  you  should  think  meet.  Sithens 
the  wryting  wherof  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  of  yor  pcedings  therin.  And 
being  nowe  further  enformed  that  there  is  earnest  sute  made  unto  you  for  the 
same  Leas  aswell  by  Warn1"  that  married  Butlers  wief  as  others  that  they  might 
have  yo1'  consents  for  the  lik  graunt  to  be  made  unto  them.  I  am  therfore 
earnestly  to  pray  you  to  grannt  yo1'  good  willes  &  consents  to  Mr  Beynham  that 
he  may  for  such  resonable  ffyne  as  he  &  you  can  agree  have  the  same  assured 
unto  him  for  xxi  yeres.  I  knowe  yt  is  a  thing  that  lieth  very  neare  to  Grove  park 
very  neeessarye  for  him  mynding  to  lie  there,  he  shall  give  you  for  a  ffyne  more 
than  any  other,  And  will  think  himself  beholding  to  yon.  And  so  shall  you  finde 
him  a  thankfull  man.  And  I  my  self  wille  thank  youe  asinuch  for  yt  as  though  ye 
had  doone  yt  to  my  self  And  will  not  bee  unmyndefull  therof  towardes  you  and 
your  Towne  as  occasion  shall  serve.  And  this  uot  doubting  of  yo1'  good  willes 
hei  in  notw'standing  any  former  Ires  to  the  contrary.  I  bid  you  hartely  farewell, 
the  cort  xxvij"  May  1581 

Yo1'  loving  freend 

B.  Leycester 

Uppon  the  sudden  receving  of  thes  last  Ires  the  company  was  much 
appalled,  and  knewe  not  by  what  resonable  meanes  to  satisfie  thernest  desire  of 
Mr  hubond  &  his  good  frends  requesting  earnestly  for  him  namely  S1'  Thomas 
Lucy  Sr  ffulke  Grevill  M1'  George  Digby  &  others  for  whose  sakes  the  rather  they 
were  well  enclyned  to  have  yeldid  consent  to  M1'  hubond  but  this  second  & 
earnest  request  of  my  Lord  put  the  matter  to  a  gret  staye.  And  after  they  had 
made  M1  hubond  privye  to  my  Lords  other  Ires.  They  agreed  to  wryte  to  my  said 
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lorde  bo  put  him  in  remembrance  of  his  first  &  second  Ires.  The  tnethode  wherof 
was  devised  by  Richard  Brook  who  yet  restid  in  hope  of  my  Baid  lords  Bpeciall 
choice  of  MEr  hubond  by  meane  of  his  trends  about  my  L.  And  theruppon  it  was 
concludid  that  a  Ire  should  presently  be  writen  and  sent  to  my  Lord  to  referre 
the  choise  to  his  L.  The  teno1'  ensuith.  endorsed 


To  the  right  honorable  o1'  singuler  good  Lord, 
the  Earl  of  Leycester  Mr  of  the  horse  to  the  queues  matv 
and  one  of  her  mats  most  honorable  privy  counsell. 

the  anuswere  to  my  Our  duetie  most  humbly  pmised  to  yo1'  good  L.  It  may 

L  of  Leycester  like  the  same  tunderstand  that  wee  recevid  divers  yo1'  honorable 

Budbrook  Ires  for  the  grannting  of  a  Leace  of  the  Rectory  of  Budbrook 

the  first  on  the  behalf  of  M1'  Raphe  hubond  brother  to  S1'  John  on  whose  behalf 
wee  have  bene  earnestly  requested  by  divers  woorshipful-l  namely  S1'  Thomas 
Lucy  Sr  ffulke  Grevill  knights.  Sithens  which  also  other  Ires  on  the  behalf  of  Mr 
Willm  Beynham  for  the  same  thing,  And  sithens  the  delivery  of  those  Ires  the 
most  part  of  us  are  served  with  proces  out  of  the  chauncery  tanswer  Symon 
Warner  &  his  wief  for  the  same  Rectory  as  it  is  said,  And  so  so  much  as  some  of 
us  are  in  doubt  to  fall  into  Lappes  of  Lawe  if  wee  shoulde  grannt  any  leace  of 
the  thing  being  nowe  in  sute,  wee  most  humbly  doo  beseach  yo1'  bono1'  to  respitt 
our  resolute  anuswere  therin  untill  by  learned  counsell  wee  may  be  further 
advysed  what  wee  may  lawfully  doo,  which  wee  mynde  to  seek  wth  all  the  specie 
wee  may  And  then  will  doo  what  shall  become  us  to  gratifie  such  of  them  as 
(folio  180)  your  good  Lordshipp  shall  appoynt  according  to  yo1'  honorable  requests. 

23°  Eliz.  And  so  most  humbly  take  o1'  Leaves  at  Warwik  this  xxixUl  of 

May  1581. 


Yo1'  most  honorable  L  at  Comanndmt  John  msher  Balif.  Richard  ffisher 
Richard  Townesend,  Richard  Roo  Richard  Brooke  Willm  ffrekulton.  Thomas 
Powell  Thomas  Jenks  humfrey  crane  John  Rigeley  John  Diche 
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rleof  I  eycester  Tbeffect  of  this  Ire  was  made  knowen  to  Mr  hubonde  who 

seudith  for  the  semed  to  be  thankfull  for  the  same  hoping  well  that  my  L 
Balif    and    others     WOolde  prefere  his  sute.  But  it  fell  out  otherwise  for  after  this 

Ire  was  delivred  to  or  said  good  Lord.  The  balif  and  foure  or  five 
pleasure     for      the         _ 

grannt  and  leace  to     °^  ^he  company  having  occasion  to  goo  to  London  in  Trmytie 
bee    made    to    M*     terme  following  to  aims  were  Warner  in  the  chauncery  Our  said 
good  lorde  being  aduertised  of  their  being  there  sent  for  the  said 
Bndbrook  Balif  and  as  many  of  his  company  as  could  be  found  to  come  to 

the  court  lieng  then  at  the  Whitehall  to  knowe  his  pleasure,  wheruppon  the  said 
Bailief  and  Thomas  Powell  William  ffrekulton  (  )  attendid  bis  L  good 

pleasure  where  at  the  last  noue  being  left  in  his  bedchambr  but  the  L  north  and 
M'  Beynham  bis  L  said  that  the  cause  of  o1'  sending  for  was  to  signify  his  mynde 
unto  us  &  by  us  unto  the  rest  of  the  company  towching  his  requests  for  the 
psonage  of  Budbrook  for  w'h  he  gave  his  harty  thanks  for  bis  very  freend  there 
Mr  Beynham  to  whom  he  desired  us  &  the  rest  of  or  company  to  pforme  the  said 
grannt  &  mak  him  a  leace  for  wcU  he  should  not  bee  unthankfull  and  bis  L  said 
be  woold  take  yt  dooue  to  himself  and  wold  be  redy  to  requite  it  acordingly  And 
willid  us  so  to  say  to  the  rest  of  or  company  wth  his  harty  comendacions  &  thanks. 
And  yt  pleased  his  L  further  to  say  that  he  woold  consider  Baph  hubond  in  some 
other  thing  to  his  good  liking.  This  message  was  delivered  by  M1'  Bailief  &  those 
that  were  wl  him  to  the  rest  after  their  homecomyng.  Yet  was  there  no  hast 
made  in  sealing  of  the  Leace.  untill  afterwards  That  my  said  L  therle  wrote 
agayne  the  tenor  wherof  ensuetb.  endorsed 

To  my  very  loving  freends  the  Bailif  and  Bur- 
gesses of  the  towne  of  Warwik 
After  mv  veary  harty  comendacions,  Where  I  have  before 

therle   of   Leycesters  j  j  j 

lie    ou    Die     this  tyme  twyse  wrytten  unto  you  on  the  behalf  of  my  very  good 

bebalf  of  Mr  Beyu-     freende  M1'  Wilbn  Beynham  for  the  having  a  grannt  by  Leas 

from  you  of  the  Bectory  of  Budbrook  for  such  reasonable  fyne 

Budbrook  as  you  shall  think  mete.  Sithens  the  wryting  therof  I  receuid 
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aunswere  from  you  M?  Balie  and  benne  of  tlie  burgesses  by  writing  under  yor 
bands  bhat  I  had  also  wrytten  to  you  in  the  behalf  of  M1'  Rapb  bubond  for  the 
same  thing  And  bhat  you  were  well  conteutkl  the  leas  should  he  made  to  such  of 
them  both  as  I  Bhold  grannt  my  good  wille  unto  And  then  within  some  short 
fcyme  after  you  M1  Balif  and  some  of  the  Burgesses  came  to  me  to  the  courte  to 
knowe  my  mynde  eV  pleasure  therin,  to  whome  1  did  then  declare  that  my  desire 
&  request  was  that  you  shoulde  grannt  the  same  to  the  said  M1'  Beynham  and 
willed  that  the  reste  of  yo1'  company  might  understand  hy  you  my  full  mynd 
therin  And  so  I  did  think  the  same  had  byn  fully  endid  ere  this,  Nevertheles  I 
am  furth1'  enformed  the  same  remaneth  still  unfinishid  wherfore  I  am  ones  agayne 
to  pray  you  to  pcede  to  an  end  therof  wth  asmuch  convenyent  speede  as  you  may, 
not  doubting  of  all  yo1'  furtherannce  therin  in  such  sort  as  I  shall  have  cause  to 
give  you  thanks,  for  yt  is  for  one  I  wishe  well  unto,  And  if  any  emongs  you  shall 
happen  to  be  wilfull  or  fro  ward  not  agreable  to  the  rest  of  the  company,  then  I 
doubt  not  but  you  wille  procede  wth  the  consent  of  the  greater  nombr  acording 
to  yo1'  anncient  order  &  customes.  And  that  I  may  understand  of  yo1'  pcedings 
herin  wUl  all  convenyent  spede,  And  so  shall  you  fynde  me  mynclfull  of  yo1'  good 
willes  as  occasion  shall  serve  The  court  xvth  July  1581 

Yo1'  loving  fiend 

E.  Leycester 

the      grannting     &  Uppon  the   Eeceipt    of   thes    last  Ires    the  Bailief   and 

making  the  leace  to     principall  Burgesses  mett  agayne  and  agreid  to  make  a  leace  to 

M'  Beynham  ^r  Beynham  for  the  terme  of  xxi  yeres  for  the  yerely  Eent  of 

xiiju  vjs  viijd  where  before  the  rent  was  but  x1'  xiijs  iiijd  And  also  all  tithes  of 

wedgenok  park  &  other  Tythes  lieng  in  Warwik  at  Lynnen  felds  &  the  others 

were  resruid  from  the  said  M1"  Beynham,  and  his  ffyne  agreid  upon  for  the  said 

Budbrook  Leace  was  C1'  to  all.  which  M1'  Beynham  agreid  And  theruppon 

a  leace  was  drawen  &  sent  up  to  him  w*  a  clause  of  forfeiture  &  reentry  for  none 
payment  of  rent,  wcb  he  likid  not,  but  agreid  to  have  a  clause  pene 

of  iij1'  vjs  viijd  for  none  paym*  and  so  yl  was  agreid  uppon  and  the  leace  engrossid 
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-  afterward  may  appere  wcb  Leaee  was  uppon  the  eomyng  of  M1'  Beynham  wch 
was  on  the  Wensday  the  (  )  day  of  August  sealid  by  all  the  Bailief  and 

principall  Burgesses  namely  John  msher  balief  Richard  ffisher,  Richard 
Towuesend  Richard  Roo  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  powell  Rohart  Phillippes, 
Thomas  Jenks  humfrey  crane  John  Rigeley  John  Grene  and  John  Dyche  in  the 
place  in  the  ehurche  where  the  chest  stondith  and  ymediately  uppon  the  sealing 
of  the  leace  there  was  also  sealid  a  Ire  of  Attorney  made  to  M1'  Willm  Skynner  to 
deliver  the  Leace  uppon  some  part  of  the  granntid  premisses  And  those  things 
being  doone  the  said  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  came  from  the  church  to 
John  Fisher  dwelled  the  signe  °f  the  swan  being  then  the  bailief  his  dwelling  house 
at  the  sigue  of  the  where  Mr  Beynham  &  Mr  Skynner  were  then  psent.  And  so 
thev  all  togither  went  to  dynner  And  after  dynner  Mr  Beynham 
told  them  the  cause  of  his  eomyng  wcl1  was  to  desire  them  to  pforme  their  grannt 
made  to  my  1  therle  of  Leyct1'  and  him  towelling  the  Rectory  of  Budbrook  wul1  he 
trustid  they  had  made  ready  like  as  he  was  come  to  pforme  that  woU  by  him  was 
to  be  doone  wth  most  harty  thanks.  And  theruppon  the  leace  being  sealid  and 
the  counterpayne  being  not  sealid  were  redd  and  theruppon  Mr  Beynham  sealid 
&  signed  the  said  counterpayne  And  then  drewe  out  a  bag  wherin  was  gold  woU 
he  powred  uppon  the  table  saing  here  is  my  fyne  and  desired  the  balief  to  tell  yt. 
But  the  balief  desired  some  other  of  the  company  to  tell  it  and  see  whither  yt 
were  good  Theruppon  John  Grene  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  told  yt  &  found 
it  to  be  iust  C11  and  allowed  of  the  goodnes  of  the  gold.  Wheruppon  the  Bailief 
in  the  name  of  himself  &  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  delivered  to  M1'  Beynham  the 
said  Indenture  or  leace  sealid  by  them  And  the  other  pte  of  the  said  Indenture 
Mr  Beynham  delivered  as  his  dede  to  the  said  Balief  for  the  use  of  the  Balief  and 
burgesses  of  Warr.  And  theruppon  the  said  Bailief  taking  agayne  the  said 
granntid  leace  &  the  Ire  of  Attorney  delivered  them  both  to  M1'  Skynner 
auctorizing  him  to  enter  into  some  part  of  the  said  Rectory  and  to  deliver  the 
leace  and  possession  of  the  said  Rectory  granntid  to  the  said  M1'  Beynham  or  his 
assign.es.  Wch  doone  the  monye  was  put  up  into  a  bag  &  delivered  to  the  bailief 
to  the  use  of  the  borough.  And  so  theruppon  the  company  deptid.  After  the 
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sealing  of  bhe  Former  Leace  some  doubt  grew  of  varriance  in  a  woord  betwene 
tlir  Leace  and  the  Ire  of  Attorney,  and  bberuppon  M1'  Beynham  desired  that  bhe 
Leace  being  written  up  agayne  &  the  Ire  of  Attorney  also  newe  written  up  & 
emendid  might  be  oewely  sealid  which  was  doone  in  the  tyme  of  Baliwik  of  M'' 
Tho.  powel]  as  by  the  date  of  the  said  Leace  may  appear.  And  so  they  were  hoth 
agayn  sealid  at  w1'  were  psent  humfrey  crane  balief  Richard  ffisher  Richard 
Towuesend  Ricbard  Roo  Willin  ffrekulton  Thomas  Jenks  John  Rigeley  John 
I  >yche  and  John  ffisher.  The  said  John  ffisher  being  weak  &  not  hable  to  goo  up 
the  steares  to  the  place  where  the  seale  lieth,  staid  in  the  vestry  wth  whom  also 
staid  John  Grene  who  woold  not  give  his  consent  to  this  newe  leace  but  to  all 
other  leaces  besides  then  also  sealid  he  gave  his  consent  and  hoth  he  and  the 
said  John  ffisher  sent  up  their  keys  to  come  to  the  seale. 


The  Coepokation  chaegbd  with  misgovernment. 

Brookes  ioynetk  w'  (folio  181)  After  the  sealing  of  this  Leace  for  Budbrook  Richard 
Symoii  Warner  Brook  ioyned  earnestly  wth  Warner  and  did  asmucb  as  in  him 

Budbrook  lay  to  psecute  the  sute  in  the  channcery.  And  more  than  that  be 

was  continually  in  band  wth  Warner  to  buy  bis  title  in  the  said  Rectory  which 
afterwards  be  brought  to  passe  for  Warner  having  cOmyttid  a  burglary  in 
Staffordshire  came  to  Brooks  and  comoned  for  those  Leases  and  so  in  tbend  they 
bargained  for  them.  And  Brooks  entrid  &  took  the  proffits  of  the  glehe  &  after 
that  of  the  tithes  as  they  fell.    And  so  drave  M1'  Beynham    to   sute    wcU    yet 

Brookes  becometh  contynueth  betwene  them  for  the  said  Rectory.  Brookes  not 
open  enemye  content  wl  the  Bailief  &  burgesses  making  the  Leace  to   M1' 

Beynham  and  w'hall  for  his  expulsion  &  putting  out  of  the  company  of 
Burgesses^)  becometh  an  open  Enemye  and  voweth  the  overthrow  and  breking 

(a)  Brookes  does  not  aj)pear  to  have  been  formally  expelled  untill  1582,  as  is  shewn  by  the 
account  of  his  expulsion. 
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the  nock  of  the  corporation  wHl  he  putfcith  in  vre  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power 
And  beginnefch  iirst  to  creape  in  creadite  wl  some  gentlemen  about  my  Lord  of 
Leycester.  Then  enformeth  my  lord  that  dyvers  things  be  misgoverned  by  the 
Balif  &  burgesses,  namely  in  that  they  kepe  grete  stocks  of  monye  given  by  good 
men  to  the  use  of  poore  occupiers  in  the  towne  &  convert  yt  to  their  owne  gayne 
Than  that  they  wast  the  yerely  revenues  rising  of  lands  &  tenements  given  to 
fynd  mynisters  and  yt  to  their  private  advantage.  Then  that  they  tak  no  accompts 
or  recongs  howe  the  monye  is  bestowed.  And  that  the  Bailiffes  are  and  have  bene 
unduly  &  not  laufully  chosen  &c.  Wheruppon  he  obteynith  Lres  from  the  said 
honorable  Earl  of  Leycester  &  after  from  his  noble  brother  Therle  of  Warwik 
both  to  the  towne  it  also  to  divers  gentlemen  in  the  county  to  examyne  thes 
misdemeano1'*  As  by  the  Ires  following  shall  more  manyfestly  appere.  And  first 
having  practized  three  or  foure  such  as  himself  he  &  they  exhibit  a  supplicacion 
to  the  right  honorable  Therle  of  Warwik.  The  teno1'  wherof  ensueth 

To  the  right  honorable  Ambrose  Earle  of  Warwik 

Baron    Lisley  of   the  noble    order    of    the    garter    knight 

master  of  her  mats  ordynannce  and  one  of  her  hieghnes 

most  honorable  pryvie  counsaill 

,     _,       ^,  .,.  Humbly  complanyna;  showeth  unto  vo1' good  L  yor  humble 

Brooke,  Olney  Philips  J  r        J     °  "       °  •' 

and  Yardley  ex-  auc^  dayly  Orato1'8  the  poore  Inhabitants  of  the  towne  of  Warwik 
Libit e  supplicacion  in  the  county  of  Warr.  That  wheras  Willm  Willington  Late  of 
if  Warwik  Barcheston  in  the  countie  of  Warr  aforesaid  Esquire  decessid 
Thomas  Whateley  late  of  the  Cytie  of  Coventry  in  the  said  county  of  Coventry 
marchant  And  Thomas  Oken  Late  of  Warwik  aforesaid  in  the  said  County  of 
Warr  yoman  likewise  decessid  did  in  their  lief  tymes  by  their  sevrall  Last  willes 
and  testaments  in  wryting  under  ther  sevrall  hand.es  &  seales  devise  and  bequeath 
unto  the  said  Towne  of  Warwik  thes  sevrall  somes  of  monye  herafter  named  That 
is  to  save  The  said  William  WillingtonW  the  Some  of  ffowrescore  poundes  of 

(a)  This  Charity  has  now  no  existence  :  it  is  either  lapsed,  or  in  time  past  been  joined  to  some 
other  similar  Charity. 
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like  lawful]  mony  of  Englond  The  said  Thomas  WheteleyM  the  some  of  ffieftie 
poundes  of  like  law  lull  mony  of  Englond  And  bhe  said  Thomas  Oken  bhe  some  of 
one  hundred  powndes  of  lyke  lawful!  ninny  of  Englond  to  the  yntent  that  the  same 
seuerall  somes  of  mony  should  be  distributid  and  lent  out  to  certen  poore 
Occupyers  of  the  same  Towne  of  Warwik  by  the  discrecion  of  the  Baliff  and 
principall  Burgesses  of  the  same  towne  to  be  ymployd  by  the  said  poore  Occupiers 
to  theyre  best  Advanntage  &  comodytie  and  for  the  benefit  and  Eelief  of  the 
poore  and  Impotent  w1'"  the  same  Towne.  So  yt  is  right  honorable  That  the 
Balief  and  principall  Burgesses  of  the  said  Towne  having  recevid  and  gotten  into 
theyr  handes  &  possession  the  forsaid  sevrall  somes  of  monye  have  not  only 
contrary  to  the  seuerall  last  Willes  before  mentyoned  and  contrary  to  all  equytye 
and  good  consciens,  not  ymployd  or  lent  out  the  forsaid  seuerall  somes  of  monye 
acording  to  the  good  yntents  and  charitable  meenyngs  aforesaid  by  the  space  of 
ffowre  yeres  nowe  last  past  or  therabouts  to  the  great  damage  and  hinderance  of 
the  said  poore  Inhabitants,  And  by  all  the  same  tyme  have  and  yet  doo  ymploye 
and  use  the  same  or  the  most  part  therof  to  their  owne  private  proffittes  and 
comodyties  without  any  consideracion  to  yor  said  poore  Orators  by  them  had  at 
all  for  the  same  But  also  have  contrary  to  all  good  concionable  dealing  refused  to 
.make  Accompt  yerely  of  the  ymploying  of  the  said  severall  somes  of  monye  as 
before  tyme  was  accustomed  and  as  they  ought  to  doo.  ffor  that  they  woold  not 
have  yt  knowen  in  whose  handes  the  said  severall  somes  of  monye  doo  remayne, 
And  forasmuch  as  by  the  meanes  of  thes  &  the  like  extreme  &  unconcionable 
dealings  The  said  Towne  groweth  into  great  Infamy  and  slannder.  Your  said 
poore  suppliants  knowing  yo1'  Lordship  greatly  to  tender  the  good  estate  and 
comonwelth  of  the  same,  doo  dye  unto  yov  bono1'  as  their  chief  patrone  and 
defender  against  such  grevous  oppressions  and  Iniuryes  Beseching  yo1'  Lordship 
of  yor  accustomed  goodnes  &  favo1'  towards  such  poore  and  humble  Suppliants  to 
procure  a  comission  out  of  her  mats  hiegh  court  of  channcery  to  be  dyrectid  to 
Sr  Thomas  Lucy  Knight  Sr  ffulke  Grevill  knight  S1'  John  hubond  knight  George 

(a)  This  Charity  was  absorbed  in  the  King's  Schools  Foundation,   under  the  new  Scheme  for 
the  Management  of  the  King's  School  of  1875. 
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Digby  Edward  Boughton  and  Clement  ffisber  Esquires  auctorising  and  comannding 
them  bherby  or  any  fowre  of  them  to  heave  &  examyne  the  trothe  of  the  pmisses 
And  to  take  such  order  towelling  the  same  as  to  there  wisdomes  shall  seme  to 
-  md  wtu  equytie  &  good  consciens  And  yo1'  said  poore  suppliants  shall  daylie 
pray  for  yo'  L  long  lief  in  health  \vtu  perpetnall  happynes 

Yo'"  honors  most  humble  suppliants  in  the  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  Towne  Thomas  Olney  Eichard  Brooks  Eobart  Phelips  John  Yardley 

Uppon  exhibiting  the  said  supplicacion  yt  pleased  the  said  honorable 
Earle  of  Warwik  to  wryte  his  Lres  as  follow"1.         endorsed 

To  my  very  loving  freends  the  Balie  &  Burgesses 
of  the  towne  of  Warwik 

the  Earle  of  Warwik  After  my  hartie  comendacions,  where  sondry  somes  of 

writith  his  ires  to     monye  hath  bene  given  to  that  towne  by  divers  well  disposed 

3   Balif   &  Bur-     psons  &  good  Benefactors  to  be  ymploid  &  usid  to  good  purposes 

which  somes  was  given  under  very  streight  condicions  that  if  it 

can  bee  pued  the  money  not  to  be  bestowed  acording  to  the  good  meanyng  of 

to-svebiug  stockes  of  those  benefactors  but  translatid  to  other  private  purposes,  that 
money  not  ymploid  then  the  somes  of  money  so  bestowed  should  returne  to 
thexecutors  of  the  said  benefactors,  and  the  towne  utterly  to  loose  the  benefit  of 
so  great  benevolence.  And  where  I  am  enformed  the  said  somes  of  money  have 
bene  well  ymploid  untill  nowe  of  late,  and  that  the  consciens  of  divers  men  being 
put  in  trust  to  the  same  welbestowed  according  to  the  good  meanyng  of  the 
Benefactors  ave  towched  for  that  they  see  the  monye  neither  well  employd  nor 
the  good  meanyng  of  the  benefactors  pformed  because  the  same  is  nowe  in 
private  mens  handes  Who  maks  to  themselves  a  peculier  gayne  without  any 
Regard  had  to  the  good  entent  of  the  benefactors  Thes  are  therfore  to  will  you 
Mr  Balie  and  the  rest  of  yor  bretherne  (having  a  speciall  regarde  to  see  such  good 
purposes  not  abused  the  rather  to  encorage  others  to  be  beneficiall  herafter  and 
for  the  speciall  love  I  beare  to  that  towne  and  the  Inhabitants  therof)  to  call  a 
(folio  182)  halle  and  assemble  the  Burgesses  togither  and  make  diligent  inquirye 
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howe  &  in  what  maner  those  severall  somes  of  money  have  bene  of  Late  employd. 
and  in  whom  the  fault  especial]  restith  ffor  yt  is  pittie  to  suffer  so  liberall 
benevolence  to  be  turned  to  abuse  and  the  honest  &  good  meaning  of  the 
benefactors  no  better  pformed  wliout  due  reformacion  This  hoping  you  will  not 
fade  but  aduertise  me  wl  spede  the  trueth  of  this  matter,  I  bid  you  all  hartely 
welto  fare. 

At  the  Court  this  xxixth  of  Novemb1'  1579 

Yor  loving  freend 

Amb.  Warwik 

This  Ire  was  brought  down 
by  Eobart  Phillippes  &  deliuerid 
to  Mr  Eichard  Eoo.  balief  the  said 
day  that  we  met  to  give  our 
voyces  to  M1'  Digby  to  be  knight 
of  the  Shire  viz  on  Sr  Tho.  day 
before  xremas  following  the  date 

After  that  tyme  an  other  hall  was  callid  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  to 
examyn  the  matter  &  for  annswering  of  the  said  noble  Earle  of  Warwik  And 
that  was  the  answer  following  devised  and  made  up  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Earle 
in  Ire.  endorsed 

To  the  right  honorable  or  singuler  good  lord  Lord 

Ambrose  Earle  of  Warwick  master  of    the  quenes   mats 

ordynannce  and  one  of  her  mats  most    honorable   privy 

counsell 

the   Balif  and  Bur-  ^    duetie    most    humbly   remembrid   unto    yor    most 

gesses  doi)  aimswer     honorable  L.  It  maie  please  the  same  to  be  aduertised  That  wee 

therle  of  Warwiks     &  other  our  Bretherne  having  had  sondry  meatings  &  conferrences 

and   therin   made  diligent    examynacions   of   the   Enormyties 

supposed  by  yo1'  honorable  Ire  of  the  xxixth  of  Novembr  last,  doo  fynde  That 

albeyt  things  bee  not  in  the  best  sort  ordered,  yet  not  so  farre  amisse  as  semith 
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reaportid  to  yor  honor  neither  may  that  compl  as  executo1'  take  such  benefit  to 
the  hinderance  of  the  Towne  as  he  hath  pretendid,  Wherunto  nevertheles 
herafter  wee  will  acording  our  dueties  have  speciall  Eegarde.  holding  our  selves 
greatly  bound  to  your  bono1'  for  that  it  pleasid  the  same  texpresse  yor  honorable 
ami  loving  care  towards  the  eomon  weale  therof  by  so  favorable  exhortacions. 

And  bycanse  it  is  confessid  by  Eobart  Phillippes  That  this  compleint  is 
come  not  onely  to  yor  good  L.  but  also  before  the  Q  matie  by  his  speciall  meanes 
(being  otherwise  in  great  Sutes  in  lawe  wth  this  bringer  Jo.  ffisher)  The  said 
ffisher  fcakith  that  informacion  to  be  chiefly  ment  tempeach  his  credit  wUl  yo' 
hono1'  and  that  Phillippes  myndeth  to  pcure  yo1'  L  ayde  for  staying  such  trialles 
as  shortly  by  order  of  Lawe  are  to  come  betwene  them,  and  yet  nevertheles  to 
procede  in  thexecucion  of  this  cause  before  the  Masters  of  Eequests  before  whom 
the  said  Phillippes  hath  conventid  the  said  ffisher  tappere  at  a  day  assigned  by 
a  doquet  delivered  in  or  presens  Wherin  the  said  ffisher  thinkith  himself  badly 
dealt  wmall,  and  therfore  desired  us  to  signifie  or  opinions  of  him. 

And  forasmuch  as  wee  have  sought  by  all  meanes  devised  by  Phillippes 
which  wave  to  charg  the  said  ffisher  and  fynde  nothing  prooved  against  him,  wee 
humbly  besech  yo1'  bono1'  to  contynewe  good  lord  towards  the  said  ffisher  and  to 
conceive  no  woorse  opynyon  of  him  then  before  Who  with  us  rest  bound  to  praie 
to  god  for  yo1'  good  L  prosperous  estate  tencrease  wth  everlasting  felicitie.  At 
Warwick  this  xxvjth  of  January  1579 

Yo1'  hono1'8  humble  to  comannd 

Eic  Eoo  Balif  Eic  ffisher 
humfrey  crane.  John  Eigeley 

At  the  tyme  of  writing  of  this  Ire  neither  the  Balief  or  burgesses  or  ffisher 
did  understand  of  the  supplicacion  exhibited  to  my  Tjord  of  Warwik  but  supposid 
it  had  bene  enformed  by  only  Phillipps  Executor  to  Oken.  and  therfore  the 
annswere  was  made  as  before  recited.  But  whan  ffisher  came  up  to  London  & 
could  not  speak  wth  my  L  of  Warwik  bicause  of  his  Infirmytie  he  caused  the  said 
annswer  to  be  deliuerid  to  my  said  L  by  M1'  ffenton  then  my  Lords  Secretarye  by 
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wliosr  meanes  he  understood  of  and  got  a  copie  of  the  said  supplicacion  exhibited 
to  my  Lord  as  before  is  remembrid.  liut  besides  that  Phillippes  had  exhibitid  a 
bill  of  complent  against  the  said  ffisher  &  Ric  Townesend  to  the  masters  of 
requests  iu  the  names  of  himself  as  executo1'  &  three  of  the  overseers  of  the  will 
of  Thomas  Oken,  the  copie  wherof  followith  viz. 


Rob1  phillipes  in  his  To  the  Queues  most  excellent  ma1}'  Humbly  complaning 

own  name  and  J...     showeth  to       r  matie  yor  faithfull  Subiectes  &  daly  suppliants 

G-rene    Tli.    powell 

,,-„    .    ,   ,.  Robart  Phillippes  Bumes  of  the  towne  of  Warr  in  the  countie 

\\        irekeltou     ex-  L  r  o 

Libit  a  bill  against     of  Warr.  Lynneu  Draper  one  of  thexecutors  of  the  last  Wille  & 

John     ffisher    Eic     testament  of  one  Thomas  Oken  of  Warwik  aforesaid  decessid 

ownesen  ic     ^^    John    Grene    Thomas    Powell    and    William    ffrecleton 

ffisher   Ry    Roo   in 

the  court  of  Burgesses  of  the  same  towne  of  Warwik  and  three  of  the  Over- 
Requests  seers  of  the  said  last  Wille  and  testament  of  the  said  Thomas 
Oken.  That  whereas  one  (  )  Wyllington  of  Barston  in  the  countie  of 
Worceto1-  esquire  myndyng  encrease  of  the  good  &  prosperous  estate  of  the  said 
towne  of  Warwik  by  his  last  Wille  &  testament  did  geve  unto  the  said  Towne  of 
Warwik  about  xxtie  yeres  last  past  the  some  of  fourescore  powndes  of  lawfull 
english  monye  to  bee  distributid  by  way  of  Lone  to  such  Artificers  in  the  said 
towne  of  Warwik  as  shoulde  newely  begyn  to  trade  and  set  up  in  their  profession 
or  misterye,  they  to  have  &  use  the  same  emongs  them  for  and  during  certen 
yeres  uppon  good  assurance  of  repayment  to  the  Bailief  and  Burgesses  of  the 
said  towne  of  Warwik  at  the  order  appoyntment  and  discression  of  the  said 
Balief  and  Burgesses  which  said  some  of  money  was  by  the  Balief  and  Burgesses 
for  that  tyme  being  recevid  and  taken  and  afterwards  for  and  during  divers  yeres 
well  truly  and  godly  ymployd  &  bestowed  to  the  said  use  and  purpose  to  the 
great  helpe  succo1'  &  advancem*  of  all  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  And  wheras  one 
(  )  Whateley  of  the  cyttye  of  Coventrye  grocer  in  lyke  sort  about  tenne 
yeres  last  past  did  give  unto  the  said  towne  of  Warr  the  some  of  fieftye  powndes 
of  lawfull  english  monye  to  be  ymploid  to  the  lyke  use  and  purpose  as  by  the 
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said  {  )   Willington  before  that  tyme  was  Lymytted  &  appoyntid,  which 

said  some  of  ffieftie  powndes  was  likewise  recevid,  and  for  a  certen  tyme  likewise 
most  pollitiquely  &  godly  bestowed  according  to  the  good  and  godly  entent  of  the 
said  Whateley. 

And  wheras  moreover  by  the  good  example  and  precident  of  the  said 
Willington  and  Whateley  and  of  the  good  and  godly  use  of  the  said  severall 
somes  of  mony  by  them  so  bestowed  and  most  orderly  &  comodiosly  ymploid 
accordinglie  The  said  Thomas  Oken  late  of  the  said  towne  of  Warr  mercer  by  his 
last  wille  and  testament  made  1570  did  give  &  bequeth  unto  the  said  towne  of 
Warwik  One  huudreth  powndes  of  Lawiull  english  mony  to  thintent  therwth  to 
buye  some  pvece  of  grounde  for  ever  to  Laye  to  the  encrease  of  the  comons  of  the 
said  towne  and  relief  of  the  poore  and  needye  people  there  dwelling.  And  if  such 
pyece  of  grounde  coulde  not  be  bought  then  that  the  same  hundreth  powndes 
should  be  emploid  either  to  tenne  honest  comoners  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik 
euery  of  them  to  have  x11  a  piece  orells  to  five  honest  comoners  euery  of  them  to 
have  xxn  a  piece  for  &  during  foure  or  five  yeres  at  the  discrecyon  of  the  said 
Bailief  and  of  his  bretherne  and  such  as  shoulde  bee  put  in  trust  for  to  see  the 
due  disposition  of  the  same  Yelding  and  paying  yerely  for  the  use  of  euery  pounde 
eighte  penie  to  be  ymploid  in  manner  &  forme  following  that  is  to  save  foure 
pence  yerely  to  the  relief  of  the  poore  people  of  the  said  towne  of  Warwik  and 
the  other  foure  pence  to  the  said  Balif  and  his  bretherne  for  that  tyme  being  to 
mak  merry  w*all  once  euery  yere  as  they  should  think  good  in  such  manner  and 
sorte  as  by  the  said  testament  most  playnely  dooth  appeare.  Not  long  after  which 
said  Testament  made  the  said  Thomas  Oken  died  at  Warwik  aforesaid  after 
whose  death  the  said  Robart  Phillippes  one  of  yor  Suppliants  did  well  &  truly 
pa)  tin-  said  some  of  one  hundreth  powndes  unto  the  said  balief  and  Burgesses  of 
said  towne  of  Warwik  then  for  the  tyme  being  according  to  the  true  Intent 
of  the  said  testament  which  said  some  for  &  during  certen  yeres  was  well  &  truly 
ymploid  to  the  great  benefite  of  certen  comoners  in  the  said  Towne  according  to 
thintent  and  true  meanyng  of  the  said  last  will  &  testament  of  the  said  Oken 
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(forasmuch  as  there  was  Mien  no  pyece  of  lande  to  be  bought  to  the  said  towne  to 
thincrease  of  the  comens  of  the  said  towne.  Nowc  so  yt  ys  yf  it  may  please  vor 
hieghnes  that  all  &  singuler  the  said  severall  somes  of  monye  geven  >V;  bestowed 
to  <fi  uppon  the  said  Towne  of  Warwik  bv  the  said  Wellington  Whatelev  &  Oken 
in  (folio  183)  godly  zeale  to  necessary  &  fruytfull  uses  as  is  aforesaid  about  twoo 
yeves  last  past  in  the  tvme  that  one  Eichard  Townesend  Burges  of  the  towne  of 
Warwik  aforesaid  was  Bailief  of  the  said  Towne  weave  gathered  &  recevid  into 
the  liandes  of  the  said  Richard  Townesend  and  one  John  fhshev  towneclavk  of 
Warwik  aforesaid,  and  the  same  nowe  vemayne  and  bee  still  either  ymployd  to 
they  v  owne  use  &  gayne  wtout  any  consideracion  or  pvoffitt  to  the  towne,  orells  are 
lent  or  bestowed  to  such  persons  as  them  pleasith,  nothing  making  privie  the 
Burgesses  of  the  said  towne  howe  in  what  maner  or  to  what  psones  the  said 
severall  somes  of  mony  be  delivered  or  bestowed,  or  what  benefite  cometh  to 
the  said  towne  by  the  use  therof  Wheras  before  that  tyme  the  said  Burgesses 
were  alwayes  accustomed  (as  in  reason  they  shoulde)  to  be  made  privie  yerely 
to  the  ymployng  and  bestowing  therof  &  of  euery  parte  therof.  And  the  trueth  is 
for  yo1'  said  Supplyants  have  conferred  in  manner  wb  all  the  Burgesses  of  the 
said  towne  of  Warwik  and  also  w*  the  rest  of  the  comonalty  of  the  said  towne 
that  if  all  &  singuler  the  said  severall  somes  of  monye  there  is  not  ymployd 
above  the  some  of  twentie  or  thirtye  powndes  to  such  godly  uses  as  by  the  good 
zeale  of  the  Benefactors  and  donors  was  purposed  &  intendid,  and  in  right  equitie 
&  good  conscyens  ought  to  be  ymploid  or  bestowed.  Wherfore  forasmuch  as  your 
said  suppliants  being  burgesses  of  the  said  towne  and  also  charged  in  consciens 
with  the  oversight  &  due  execucion  of  the  said  last  Wide  &  testament  of  the 
said  Thomas  Oken  have  divers  &  sondrye  tymes  most  earnestly  vequyred 
the  said  Townesend  and  ffisher  to  declare  &  showe  to  yo1'  said  Suppliants  & 
to  the  rest  of  the  Burgesses  of  the  said  Towne  howe  &  in  wdiat  maim1'  the 
said  seuerall  somes  of  monye  were  bestowed  $z  ymploid  since  the  tyme  that 
they  came  &  weave  recevid  into  the  handes  of  the  said  Townesend  and 
ffisher  which 'to  doo  the  said  Townesend  and  ffisher  have  altogether  refused 
w 
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&  denyed  and  still  do  refuse  &  denye.  And  forasmuch  as  also  one  Richard 
ffisher  late  Balif  of  the  said  fcowne  &  brother  to  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  and  also 
one  Richard  Roo  now  psently  Baliff  of  the  said  fcowne  hy  reason  of  the 
ill  favo'-  which  they  here  to  the  said  Jo.  irisher  have  not  nor  will  not  as  they 
ought  to  doo  nalle  or  cause  an  assembly  of  the  said  Burgesses  and  comonaltie  to 
he  made  to  thiuteut  to  knowe  howe  .V;  in  what  manner  the  said  seuerall  somes  of 
money  bee  bestowed  01  ymploid  yo1'  said  suppliants  and  the  rest  of  the  Burgesses 
a  coraltie  of  the  said  Towne  he  altogither  without  remedye  to  come  by  or  attayn 
to  the  said  seuerall  somes  of  monye  or  to  see  or  cause  the  same  to  be  bestowed 
according  to  the  true  intent  &  meanyng  of  the  said  benefactors  &  donors  And 
moreover  the  Artificers  of  the  said  Towne  bee  greatly  defraudid  of  the  use  of  the 
said  monye,  And  lastly  the  povertie  &  poore  people  of  the  said  towne  are  most 
pi t ti tally  berevid  of  the  woork  and  Relief?  comyngdayly  by  reason  of  such  monye 
and  therby  the  whole  towne  greatly  chargid  for  the  necessary  sustenance  of  the 
said  poore  people,  Maye  it  please  yo1'  hieghnesse  to  graunt  yo1'  ma'J  most  g'cious 
writt  of  pi  i vie  seale  to  be  directid  to  the  said  John  ffisher  Richard  Townesend 
Richard  Hi \  slier  &  Richard  Roo  them  &  euery  of  them  comannding  at  a  c'ten  day 
&  under  a  c'ten  payne  therin  to  be  lymyttid  personally  to  appeare  before  your 
hieghnesse  in  the  hiegh  court  of  Requests  Then  &  there  to  annsweare  to  the 
p'misses  And  to  abyde  such  further  order  as  shall  seme  consonant  to  reason  & 
equitie,  And  yo1'  said  Suppliants  and  also  the  whole  bodye  politique  of  the  said 
Towne  shall  &  will  dayly  praye  for  the  prservacion  of  yo1'  matv  in  long  lief  & 
prosperytie. 

This  bill  of  compleynt  being  put  into  the  court  of  Requests  Phillippes 
took  out  pees  of  privy  seale  against  all  the  said  Jo  ffisher  Ric  Townesend  Richard 
John  fisher  only  ffisher  &  Richerd  Roo  and  wl  a  doquet  made  out  of  the  said 
berved  w'  processe  processe  servid  Jo.  ffisher  only  before  the  said  Ric.  Roo  Balif 
Ric  ffisher  &  the  most  of  the  principall  Burgesses  assemblid  for  thes  purposes  & 
shewid  the  seale  of  the  said  proces  to  ffisher  but  woold  not  suffer  him  or  any  of 
the  rest  to  see  the  pcesse  or  the  Labell  wheruppon  at  the  day  appointid  being 
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hillary  berme  A"  I  )  Elizabeth  The  said  Jo.  ffishev  went  to  London  appeared 

booke  onl  a  ropy  of  the  said  bill  of  compleynl  woold  have  annswerid  it  and 
therfore  drewe  bis  annswer  redy  to  be  put  into  the  court  But  the  courte  being 
moved  and  made  pryvie  bhat  the  processe  was  taken  out  against  all  the  said  Jo. 
ffisher  Ric  Townesend  Ric  ffisher  &  Ric.  Moo  and  bhat  Phillips  one  of  the  compl 
be  conversant  ami  also  in  company  w1  them  all  after  the  pees  awarded  and  yet 
served  but  John  ffishev  onely,  And  for  that  also  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  was  in  the  said 
compleint  chargid  w1  matter  concernyng  the  corpacion  and  not  in  respect  of  any 
fisher  appereth  is  matter  towching  his  owne  pson  The  court  awardid  that  the  said 
dismissed  Jo  ftisher  should  he  dismissed  wl  some  costs  And  so  that  matter 

cessid  without  any  further  psenting.  So  also  my  L  of  Warwik  was  satisfied  as 
towching  the  said  Jo.  ftisher. 

Libeiies  caste  ahrode  After  thes  things  so  handled  Brookes  and  some  of  the 

forenamed  compleyners  finding  no  ways  to  vvoork  their  willes  devised  or  caused 
to  be  devised  (as  this  wryter  veryly  thinkith)  matter  to  sett  the  worst  sort  on 
woork  either  to  mak  some  notable  ryott  styrre  or  mischief  not  only  against  the 
said  Jo.  ffisher  but  also  rebellion  against  the  Balief  &  his  Assistants  and  that 
under  a  pretence  of  pittifu.ll  peticion.  And  therfore  divers  libeiies  were  devised 
wrytten  cast  abrode  some  at  the  Assises  in  the  Shire  hall  some  left  in  open  wayes 
&  stretes  &  one  left  at  the  hiegh  crosse  in  Warwik.  wch  libells  conteyned  matter 
of  great  slannder  to  divers  psones  by  name  &  others  covertely  wherof  one  of  the 
libells  being  left  at  the  crosse  was  thought  to  be  Laid  there  by  clement  hill  a 
pupill  of  Richard  Brooks  wcU  bill  was  seene  at  the  crosse  before  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning,  and  by  foure  of  the  clok  the  said  Libell  was  founde  & 
brought  to  M1'  Balief.  The  Teno1'  wherof  ensuith 

To  the  wo'shipfull  Thomas  Powell  Balif  of  the 
Borough  of  Warwik  and  to  the  rest  of  the  capital 
Burgesses  of  the  same  borough  that  have  any  care  of  their 
conscience  and  beare  good  will  to  the  same  towne  & 
coralty  therof. 
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the     tenor     of    the  In  most  humble  wise  complaneth  unto  yo1'  wo1'  ships  yor 

poore  and  needye  neighbors  of  the  borough  &  towne  of  Warr. 
who  most  humbly  beseche  you  bo  have  regard  to  the  voyce  &  groning  lamentacion 
of  such  as  bee  poore  &  nedely  distressed  on  whome  to  take  pittye  &  compassion 
yor  hartes  (as  wee  hope)  are  movid  ffor  miserable  are  wee  &  swallowed  up  (as 
you  see  .v  peeve)  in  mysery  it  self,  but  bycause  this  ov  p'sent  myserye  hath  had 
[ssue  from  the  frowardnesse  of  some  of  yo1'  owne  company  as  M1'  John  ffisher  and 
Mr  Townesendj  and  not  altogethers  of  ovselves  ffirst  for  that  the  monye  geven  by 
M1'  Williugton  Mr  Wbateley  &  M1'  Oken  to  this  towne  aswell  to  have  bene 
vmploid  towards  the  furtherannce  &  helpe  of  yong  begynners  w'hin  this  towne  as 
also  for  the  setting  of  us  the  poore  people  on  woork  was  by  the  said  Jo.  ffisher  & 
Richard  Townesend  most  uncharitably  in  the  tyme  that  the  said  M1'  Tovvnesend 
was  Balief  of  this  borough  (as  all  yo1'  wo'shippes  well  know)  deteyned  &  kept  in 
their  owne  haudes  to  their  owne  use  &  benefitt,  and  as  yet  a  great  part  therof  is 
remanyug  in  their  haudes  contrary  to  the  will  &  good  meanings  of  the  givers 
therof  and  contrary  to  the  good  order  taken  before  that  tytne  by  yo1'  selves  for  the 
good  using  and  ymployng  of  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  yong  occupiers  and 
of  (folio  184)  the  poore  of  this  towne,  by  meane  wherof  since  that  tyme  there 
have  bene  a  great  nomber  of  us  constrened  most  myserably  to  begge  o1'  bred  from 
dore  to  doi'e  that  might  have  bene  Liable  to  have  gotten  or  livings  wl  the  woork 
of  u'  haudes,  which  wold  have  bene  greatly  to  the  comfort  &  relief  of  o1'  selves  & 
of  o1'  poore  children  vf  the  same  monye  had  bene  ymploid  in  setting  the  poore  on 
woork  as  yt  should  have  byn,  And  yet  the  said  M1'  ffisher  not  so  contented  wUl 
tiie  abusing  of  the  towne  hynderannce  of  the  yong  Occupiers  deceving  of  the 
poore  A  thing  most  horryble  to  god  &  man,  to  the  no  litle  slannder  to  the  towne 
poracion  But  hath  nowe  wtn  this  ffortnight  further  to  encrease  our.  penuryes 
-  laded  a  newe  order  to  be  taken  wtn  this  towne,  that  none  of  the  poore  Lame 
olde  nor  Impotent  people  shall  goe  abrode  in  the  towne  to  gather  the  good  & 
char)  table  devoeion  of  good  people  but  must  be  constrayned  to  live  of  that  which 
is  apointid  to  bee  paid  weekly  at  the  church,  wch  is  so  smalle  that  yt  suffiiseth 
not  to  relive  them  that  are  allowed  to  have  the  alines,  And  besides  a  great  meany 
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of  us  thai  bave  as  great  nede  as  the  resfce  have  no  Relief  at  all.  So  that  \  I  spedy 
redresse  bee  nol  had  herin  a  nombr  of  us  are  like  to  perish  w"1  fainyn.  a  thing 
most  Lamentable  to  bee  liar. I  of  emongs  Cristians,  rfowebeil  when  wee  did  casl 
onr  eyes  of  cousideracion  uppon  you  seuerally  and  when  wee  examyned  in  (V 
secrete  conscience  yor  anctority  to  he  greater  then  those  that  have  &  doo  offer 
bhes  manyfest  wrongs  &  abuses  to  the  towne  it  coralfcj  e  therof,  and  that  it  restitb 
onely  in  yov  selves  to  calle  them  to  accompt  and  cause  them  to  restore  &  emend 
that  which  is  amysse,  And  that  you  be  hounde  in  consciens  so  to  doo,  Wee  liave 
\v,h  the  more  holdenesse  of  spirit  and  confidence,  made  supplicacion  to  yor 
worshippes.  Sithens  wee  can  not  nor  dare  not  psonally  appeare  in  yor  presens, 
wlh  a  lamenting  voyce  &  in  writing  witnessing  the  woo  of  o1'  wretchednes  wee 
calle  uppon  you  to  be  comfortid,  and  to  you  wee  mak  o1'  moane  most  humbly 
beseching  you,  Hirst  that  the  monye  may  bee  gotten  out  of  their  handes,  and 
ymploid  for  the  benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  towne,  as  yt  ought  to  be,  Next 
that  better  order  may  bee  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  poore  lame  oide  and  ympotent 
people  wch  will  bee  a  way  &  meane  to  defend  and  kepe  a  many  honest  psones  from 
becomyng  bankerupts  &  beggers  and  the  poore  &  Impotent  shalbe  the  better 
relieved,  The  Lord  god  almightye  so  enclyne  &  turne  yor  hartes  to  pitty  for  the 
behoofe  &  availe  of  this  towne  &  of  us  yor  poore  suppliants  nowe  in  this  great 
distres  as  that  the  thing  wch  wl  such  earnestnes  is  desired  may  in  semblable 
maner  be  atteynid  The  lord  grannt  you  long  lieves  &  p'serve  you  in  ppetuall 
happines 

vox  clamantis 

Blessid  is  he  that  considereth  the  nedye  &  the  poore  in  the  evill  day  the 
Lord  shall  deliver  him,  psal  41 

An  other  of  thes  was  dyrectid  to  the  wo''shipfull  Mr  Richard  Brookes  & 
Mr  John  Giene  and  that  was  let  fall  on  the  bridge  by  Mr  Brooks  himself  as  it 
was  thought,  for  he  comyng  over  the  bridge  and  no  other  pson  after  him  or  with 
him,  Untill  the  wief  of  James  Bicherdson  who  a  farre  of  followed  him.  She  found 
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yt  &  took  yt  up,  and  come  streight  weys  to  Willm  hicks  house  where  the  said 
Brookes  was  balking  \vr  John  Jeffreys  and  there  she  delivered  yt  to  him  And  he 
w'out  looking  on  yt  delivered  yt  to  Mr  Jeffreys  and  willid  him  to  see  what  gere 
was  found,  and  presently  they  both  laughid  at  yt. 

An  other  was  directid  to  the  worshipfull  Mr  ffrekulton  Mr  Phillips  &  Mr 
Jenks  and  that  being  lappid  upp  in  an  other  paper  &  bound  about  wl  a  threed 
was  lost  in  the  shire  halle  at  the  assises  or  lent  and  being  taken  up  was  brought 
to  Mr  Powell  Balief. 

Wtb  thes  both  Mr  Balief  for  the  tyme  being  &  the  most  of  the  company 
but  manely  Jo.  ffisher  &  Townesend  were  much  moved  and  did  what  they  could 
to  fynd  out  the  writer  and  so  the  deviser,  but  could  not  do  it  though  they 
suspectid  divers,  &  yet  doo  some  in  the  towne.  They  examyned  the  most  of  the 
comoners  and  almost  all  the  poore  people  whither  they  were  grevid  w'  any  such 
matters  &  desired  them  to  utter  such  griefs  as  they  had  and  none  was  found  to 
complayne  or  might  be  towchid  wl  this  devise. 

And  so  the  matter  being  openly  spoken  of  in  the  next  leet  &  request  made 
that  evry  man  should  utter  his  grief  if  they  had  any,  nothing  was  spoken  of  by 
the  comoners  &  poore  who  openly  denyed  to  be  privy  to  any  such  complaynt  And 
so  for  that  tyme  the  matter  was  laid  in  water. 

This  practise  taking  not  theffect  it  was  ment  for.  wcb 
practize  betwene  L  ° 

Brookes* Ohieyb'  belik  was  rebellion,  or  some  notorious  murmuracn  against  the 
compleynt  in  the  Magistrats  Brooks  practizebh  an  other  way  to  vex  the  Balief 
and  his  company  and  to  sett  division  in  the  whole  towne.  And 
to  bring  it  the  better  to  passe  he  first  begynneth  wl  a  mate  like  himself  one 
Thomas  Olney  or  Onley  of  Tachebrook  and  fyndith  the  meanes  that  the  said 
Olney  should  tak  uppon  him  the  care  of  the  decaid  state  of  the  towne,  and  poore 
comoners  And  that,  he  should  be  a  complaner  therof  in  the  name  of  the  rest  and 
that   he  should  put  in  a  bill  of  compleint  into  the  channcery  to  compleyn  of 
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Brooks  for  keping  the  bownes  stocks  in  his  hand  &  wasting  the  same  at  his 
pleasure.  Ami  then    Brooks  woold  be  defendant  A   discharge  himself  &  charge 

Olney  takith  uppon     others  (folio  185)  To  this  the  said  Olney  was  easyly  woonne 
him  the  name  uppon  condicion  that  he  should  beare  no  part  of  the  charj 

either  of  sute  or  other  things  and  w'hall  they  devised  ho  we  to  bring  to  passe  that 
some  of  the  principal]   Burgesses  might  he  removed  and  that  they  &  others  of 

Brookes  become th  their  faction  might  be  placed  wrh  was  all  undertaken  by  brookes 
Defend'  bearith  all  so  as  onley  wold  he  the  complaner.  Theruppon  they  agreid.  A 
hill  was  framed  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Olney  &  the  Inhabitants 
of  Warwik  against  Richard  Brook  supposing  him  to  have  all  the  foremembrid 
somes  in  his  hands  that  he  had  ioyned  w1  the  balif  and  principall  Burgesses  and 
had  made  such  choyce  of  Balief  &  principall  Burgesses  as  agreid  not  wl  their 
chvs  had  taken  no  accompts  of  the  rents  &  Revenues  for  many  yeres  past  &  such 
fals  untruethes  many.  Brooks  hecam  defendent  to  this  hill,  annswerith  that  he 
hath  done  none  of  thes  things,  but  that  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  have  done  all 
things  without  his  consent.  They  grow  to  comission  Sr  Thomas  Lucy  M1'  Thomas 

Interrogatories      de-     Leigh  &  others  are  apointid  comissioners.  The  Interrogatoryes 

vised  by  Brookes        he   drawen    the    comission    sitten    uppon   at    hicks   his    house 

subpenas  taken  out  to  serve  the  balief  &  principall  Burgesses  to 

the   comission    sitten  .  ^,1,1 

,,         ,    .       testify  &  appere  as  Witnesses  heiore  the  comissioners.  Clark  the 
uppon     the    whole  J  i  L 

charges  Borne    by     Atto'ney  made  the  clark  other  of  broks  his  fraternyty  brought 

Brookes  fuith  to  testify  (and  all  this  at  Brooks  only  charge  and  no  part 

therof  borne  by  Olney.  The  principall  Burgesses  being;  sodenly 

the    principall     Bur-  J  J  f  1  &  &  J 

gesses  serued  w'  callid  doo  refuse  to  swer  Such  as  be  brought  furth  by  Brookes 
tyketts  or  subpe'  to  are  recevid  namely  John  Grene  William  Avery  Richard  Griffin 
tesufie  refuse     Anthony  elements,  divers  other  sruid  wl  ticketts  or  doquets  as 

though  subpenas  had  bene  awardid  brookes   after  the  comission  sitten   uppon 
sendith  for  subpenas  antedatid.  his  Ire  is  interceptid  complaint  is  made  to  the  L 
the  matter  moved  in     Channcelo1'  who    pmissith    execucion    of    the   cause,   my  L    of 
annceiy    is     w/arvvik  lieriiig  of  the  cause  desireth  to  have  the  trueth  found, 

tbi)ught        to       be 

■fraudulent  ^ie  matter  by  order  in  the  channcery  is  found  to  be  fraudulently 
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.,     devised  bheruppon  it  is  ordered  that  the  examvnacions  should 
asmnch      as     sl'oold 

peche  the  Char-     ^>e    suppressid  Otherwise    the  piuries  of  brooks  Grene   Griffin 

ter  is  qnasshed  by      Avery  elements    Staunton    &  donghill   by   the    subornacion    of 

brooks  had  bene  sifted.  The  maner  forme  &  circumstance  of  all 

wcl1  forevemembrid  pcedings  being  in  Other  papers  very  tedious  &  long  are  therfore 

-pared  to  be  writen  here,  and  therfore  the  leader  referrid  to  coppyes  of  the  said 

bill  answer  Interrogatories  deposicions  brooks  Ires    for    subpeua,    &    maner  of 

satisfieng  my  L  of  Warwik  by  orders  in  the  channcery 

All  this  can  not  satisfy  Brooks  who  to  kepe  his  credit  wl 

S   eXLitll  li    tbe  J  r 

Erie  of  Leycester  such  as  woold  the  disfraimchesing  of  this  borough  sekith  a  newe 
against  the  towne  devise  by  coinpleynt  to  the  right  honorable  Earle  of  Leycesf 
about  whom  he  fyndith  freends  to  further  his  ppse  and  after  long  attendance  & 
great  sute,  obteyneth  so  much  favo1'  as  to  speak  wl  my  said  Lord.  Enformeth  his 
bono1'  of  many  manyfest  untruethes  inovith  his  bono1'  to  comiserans  towards  the 
towne  &c  to  give  ayde  to  reformacion  of  misdemeano1'  besecliith  his  Lres  aswell 
to  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  as  to  divers  men  of  wo'shipp  of  tbe  county  of  Warr  to 
conferre  &  devies  wayes  of  reformacion  pmseth  the  prayer  of  thowsands  &c 
Theruppon  &  uppon  what  other  sinister  &  privy  speaches  unknown  yt  pleasid  the 
said  honorable  Earle  of  Leycester  to  wryte  in  forme  following 

To  my  loving  freends  the  Balief  and  principall 
Burgesses  of  the  towne  of  Warwik 
therle   of    Levcester  After  my  right  harty  comendacions  being  given  to  under- 

lies towelling  not     stand  that  you  have  not  employd  230n  of  monye  bequethed  to 
of     godly  &  charitable  uses  according  to  the  last  willes  of  Wyllington 
Whateley  &  Oken  the  givers  therof,  As  also  that  you  have  not 

of     Accompts     not  J  °  J 

making  due  elec-  made  due  accompt  for  the  rentes  of  yo1'  towne  for  thes  five  yeres 
tion  «.f  Balif  last  past,  nor  chosen  yor  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  acording 

to  yo1'  charters,  The  matters  towching  yor  creadites  &  the  state  of  or  towne.  I 
have  thought  it  not  amisse  to  pray  some  of  myne  &  yor  freends  therabouts  as  S1* 
ffoulk  Grevill  Sr  Thomas  Lucy  Mr  Thomas  Leigh  M1'  Edward  Boughton  or  three 
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of  them  bo  conic  and  balk  w'  you  in  bhose  cases  and  eibher  bo  sebt  downe  some 
onlcr  in  bhat  they  shall  fynd  amisse  Orells  bo  aduerbise  me  wherin  bhe  d< 
shalbe  Wherin  I  bartely  pray  you  bo  shew  yorselvea  readye  and  conformable  when 
ihey  shall  repay  re  imbo  you.  And  so  I  bid  you  farewell  from  bhe  Courb  the. last 

of  J  line    I  583 

Yor  very  loving  frend 

R.  Leycester 

Thes  Ires  so  obfceyned  Brookes  kept  w'  him  from  the  date  of  the  same  Ires 
untill  he  had  labored  the  said  gentlemen  and  poured  their  eomyng  to  bhe  bowne 
wcl1  was  in  July  after,  And  on  the  vijth  of  July  he  brought  other  Ires  from  the 
said  Sr  ffulk  Grevill  M1'  Boughton  &  M1'  Leigh  wcb  wLh  the  Ires  before  last 
remembrid  he  delivered  to  humfrey  crane  then  balief.  the  teno1'  of  wGl)  lies  from 
the  said  gentlemen  ensuith.  viz. 

To  our  loving  freends  Mr  humfrey  Crane  Balief  of 

Warwik  and  to  the  rest  of  the  capitall  Burgesses  of  the 

same  borowe  give  thes 

Lres  from   Sr    ffulk  After  o1'  hartie  comendacions,  wheras  wee  have  recevid 

G"l'evi11  Ires  from  the  right  honorable  therie  of  Leycester  for  thexamyn- 

M' Boughton  .          ,                 , 

.r  T    .  ,  mg  &  ordering  ot  some  causes  depending  m  question  betwene 

M'  Leigh  °                         °                                             f              fa          i 

to    appere    before     ^ie  Inhabitanbs  of  the  borough  of  Warwik  &  some  of  you,  for 
tiieni  hearing  of  which  matter  we  have  apointid  to  mete  at  yo1-  towne 

of  Warr  uppon  Seterday  next,  willing  you  not  to  faile  to  be  before  us  at  the  Shere 
hall  by  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  mornyng  of  the  same  day  as  you  will  annswere 
to  the  contrary  Kenel worth  this  vij  of  July  1583 

Yor  Loving  frendes 

ffulk  Grevill.  Ed  Boughton.  Tho  Leigh 

This  Ire  &  the  former  were  deliuerid  to  the  balif  on  thursday  the  (  ) 

of  July  wheruppon  the  Balif  making  the  principall  Burgesses  privy  therunto. 
they  thought  good  to  send  for  their  Recorder  M1'  Aglionby  and  Mr  Buck  for  their 
aides  to  annswere  such  matters  as  might  come  in  question  (folio  186)  about  the 
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charter  and  the  eleccion  of  the  Balif.  Both  which  came  And  they  and  the  Balif 

M>-   Boughton  onely     *  ^ie  pi'incipall  Burgesses  all  save  M1'  Sheldon  prepared  them- 

aeth  at  the  Jay     selves  to  attend  the  said  gentlemen  that  Saturday  morning.  But 

so  fell  it  out  that  before  the  said  Saturday  the   Lady  Grevill 

decessid  which  was  some  Lett  that  S1'  ffulk  could  not  come.  And  M1'  Leigh  having 

intelligence  therof  did  not  come.  Onely  Mr  Boughton  came  who  at  the  swanne 

comonyng  wl   Mr  Balif  Mr  Aglionby  and  the  others  of  the  towne,  uppon  the 

poynts  of  the  charter,  a  copy  wherof  brokes  did  there  deliver  him,  some  question 

&  doubts  semid  to  him,  wcb  he  then  woold  not  seme  to  bee  liable  to  decide  and  so 

after  dynner  the  said  M1'  Boughton  deptid  from  the  said  M1'  balif  &  his  bretheim, 

somewhat  misliking    w'   his    fellowes  in    comission    that    woold    not    give   him 

knowlege  of  their  not  comyng.   And  so  for  that   tyme   the  matter  restid.   But 

Brookes  not  satisfied  pcureth  other  Ires  from  S1"  Tho  Lucy  M1'  Boughton  &  M1' 

Leigh  the  teuo1"  wherof  ensueth  viz. 

To  or  loving  frends  the  Balif  &  Burgesses  of  the 

towne  of  Warwik 

other  Ires  from  S'- Tho  After  or  hartie  comendacions  wee  have  apointid  to  meet 

Lucy  Mr  lioughtou     at  yo1'  towne  of  Warr  uppon  Thursday  being  the  eight  day  of 

August  next  at  the   Shire  hall   by  nyne  of    the    clock    in    the 

mornyng  where  we  requyre  you  to  mete  us  that  wee  may  procede  acording  to  o1' 

directions  from  the  right  honorable  therle  of  leycest1'  for  the  hearing  &  appeasing 

of  such  matters  as  are  in  question  emongs  you  and  so  praying  you  not  to  faile  to 

be  ready  at  that  tyme  &  place  aforesaid  wee  bid  you  farewell. 

charlecot  this  xxvUl  of  July  1583 

Yo1'  loving  frendes 
Tho.  Lucy.  Ed  Boughton.  Tho.  Leigh 

the  maner  of  sending  This  Ire  being   kept  open  was  showed  to  as    many    of 

Brookes  freends  as  he  thought  good  &  great  brags  made  that 

that  thursday  the  old  Burgesses  should  be  displaced  And  that  the  gentlemen 

woold  choose  newe  in  their  places,  and  therfore  Brookes  Olney  &  other  of  their 
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Eaccions  warned  asmany  as  woold  take  part  w1  them  &  in  any  newe  choice  to  be 
at  the  Shire  hall  that  thursday  by  nyne  of  the  clock  when  they  should  heare 
howe  shamfully  the  old  Burgesses  had  decevid  the  towne.  Tliey  kept  that  Ire 
from  the  date  therof  untill  yt  was  the  Sonday  before  the  day  apoinfcid  And  than 
Thomas  Olney  cometh  to  the  Bailief  namely  Mr  Crane  &  delivereth  yt  unto  him 
comannding  him  in  the  queues  name  to  appere  before  the  said  gentlemen  that 
next  thursday  And  that  day  was  appoyntid  by  Brookes  meanes  bycause  about 
that  tyme  one  M1'  Atkinson  a  Lawyer  &  subtill  Sophister  being  alwayes  of 
Brooks  counsell  woold  bee  in  this  countrey,  whom  he  &  John  Greyne  pcured  to 
come  to  the  day  &  place  apointid,  wherof  M1'  Bailief  and  the  p'ncipall  Burgesses 
secretly  hearing  did  think  mete  to  have  some  man  towards  the  Lawe  to  be  redy 
to  annswer  by  Lawe  uppon  such  poynts  in  difference  as  might  come  in  question 
And  thernppon  they  devised  to  send  for  M1'  Pagett  being  of  counsell  wl  the  towne 
and  dwelling  at  Rowley  in  Northamptonshire  who  uppon  short  warnyng  very 
frendly  came  on  wensday  night  to  Warwik  and  also  M1'  Recorder  Aglionby  was 
sent  for  &  came,  but  the  tyme  being  so  short  that  they  could  have  neither 
instruccions  nor  conferrens,  were  not  so  well  pvidid  as  othewise  was  wishid. 
'•  Tho  L  •'  Mr  That  thursday  the  viijtu  of  August  the  forenamed  gentlemen 
Boughton  Mr  Leigh  came  &  lightid  at  the  swanne,  whither  the  Balif  &  principall 
come  to  Warwik  to  Burgesses  went  unto  them  &  movid  them  That  forsomuch  as 
imyn  their  comyng  was  to  confene  w*  the  said  Balif  &   principall 

Burgesses  howe  to  put  things  in  good  order.  The  said  Balif  &  Burgesses  thought 
that  the  Shire  hall  was  no  convenyent  place  for  conferrence,  bicause  yt  was  a 
place  very  publike,  and  where  all  maner  of  psons  both  of  the  towne  and  countrey 
woold  thrust  uppon  them.  And  therfore  desired  of  the  said  S1'  Thoins  and  other 
gentlemen  to  come  into  the  towne  hall  or  court  house  or  any  other  honest  & 
convenyent  house  where  they  might  be  more  quiet  &  private,  wherunto  they 
rather  movid  them,  bycause  one  branch  or  article  conc'neth  the  Accompts  of  the 
towne,  wch  to  mak  publik  to  all  straungers  or  Tounesmen  was  thought  neither 
convenyent  nor  to  be  the  meaning  of  my  said  Lord.  To  this  S1'  Tho  Lucy  &  Mr 
Leigh  agreed  but  M1'  Boughton  woold  have  it  in  the  shire  hall  &  no  place  ells  and 


332  THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 


where  all  comers  might  heare.  There  was  no  remedy  yfc  must  be  so,  and  therunto 
M1  Balif  &  his  company  saving  this  write i'  yeldid,  But  he  could  not  lik  of  it  Mr 
Sheldon  had  taken  occasion  that  day  to  be  from  home.  There  was  no  remedy,  but 
bo  the  hall  the  gentlemen  woold  and  bheruppon  yt  was  thought  by  some  that  yf 
the  bald  &  his  brethern  woold  not  there  appere  some  grevous  informacion  woold 
be  made  to  my  Lord.  Theruppon  &  wl  many  other  devises  this  writer  was  drawen 
the  rather  knowing  that  the  matter  was  specially  sought  against  him  and  knowing 
himself  clere  &  liable  to  annswer  his  doings,  he  yeldid.  To  the  Shire  hall  the 
fcheniaiierof handling  gentlemen  went  where  were  assemblid  of  countrey  people  about 
this  neuter  C  besides  a  nombr  of  Townesmen  having  nothing  to  doo  in  the 

cause.  The  gentlemen  took  wf  them  Mr  Eafe  Griffin  preacher,  And  those  that  is 
to  say  S1'  Tho.  Lucy  M1'  Boughton  M1'  Leigh  &  M1'  Griffin  took  their  place  uppon 
the  Bench  to  whom  AT'  Aglionby  the  Becorder&  the  Bailief  ioyned  themselves  & 
sate  w'  them.  But  the  rest  of  the  principall  Burgesses  must  stand  at  the  Barre 
belowe  as  men  ready  to  come  to  arraynem1  only  M1'  Pagett  &  John  ffi.sh.er  were 
allowid  to  come  wtn  the  cheker  to  lay  out  their  books  &  sitt  the  rather  bicause 
hisher  was  both  lame  &  sick  &  weak  at  that  tyme. 

The  gentlemen  being  sett  they  signified  that  they  were  come  to  this  place 
uppon  request  of  o1'  very  good  Lord  Therle  of  Leycesf  who  being  informed  of 
many  disorders  &  disagreings  in  the  towne  had  comiseracion  therof  And  for 
the  ,u'ood  will  he  bare  the  towne  &  townesmen  &  their  well  doings,  had  requyred 
them  to  come  &  conferre  wl  M1'  Balif  &  Burgesses  and  to  examyn  things  amisse 
and  to  give  their  helpe  for  the  appeising  &  mending  of  them.  At  whose  pleasure 
&  comaund  they  were  come  acordingly  And  therw'  caused  the  Lre  writen  by  my 
L  to  them  to  be  red  wch  did  in  sence  &  effect  agree  w*  that  written  to  the  towne 
Eic  Brookes  and  Jo  saving  in  their  Ire  Brookes  &  Grene  were  named  to  have  given 
Greue  named  in  the     thinformacion,  and  were  therfore  required  to  be  present  at  this 

Ires   writen  to    the 

.,  ,         inetiny:  further  to  instruct  them  of  such  things  as  they  knowe 

gentlemen    to    bee  o  o  j 

the  Informers  to  be  misgoverned  And  theruppon  both   Brookes    &  Grene   & 

asmany  as  they  could  name  to  say  anything  were  admyttid  to  come  in  who  came 
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bo  the  right  band  of  (folio  L87)  the  long  table  in  bhe  chequer  in  the  Shire  hall. 

Mr  Atkinson  a  subtil]     Than   M ''  .Ukinson  before  remembrid  being  a  fyne  and  fayre 

Bophister     pledith     spoke an  began  to  shewe  what  good  ded.es  bad  bene  done  bo 

mist    1l"'    Balii     the  proffoting  of  the  more  of  this  bowne  inch  by  weldispi 

.•Hid  Burgesses  m  i     u«  iicir      i  t        •■  1  •      o  i      ■ 

givers.  Namely  M'  Willmgbon  a  man  oi  worship  &  so  bendenng 

the  psperity  of  this  towne  that  he  gave  iiij"11  AIr  Whateley  L"  and  M1'  Oken  an 
hundred  all  to  the  use  of  yong  beginners  &  occupiers  \vrl'  having  for  a  tyme  b 
very  orderly  used  acording  to  the  mynds  of  the  givers  had  doone  much  good  & 
pfitid  many.  But  of  late  a  fewe  ildisposed  men  taken  uppon  them  auctorytie  had 
convertid  the  good  use  therof  into  bheir  owne  pvate  comodytye.  and  either  kept 
the  mony  in  their  owne  handes  orells  had  spent  the  same  to  maynteyn  their 
wickid  willes.  And  settith  furth  this  matter  wl  such  eloquence  rhetericall  woordes 
that  almost  all  men  present  were  fully  of  his  mynde  And  after  he  had  showid  the 
wickidnes  of  such  ill  magistrats  concludith  that  for  their  so  abusing  the  trust  & 
place  they  tak  uppon  them  they  ought  not  only  presently  to  be  displacid  hut 
corny ttid  to  some  place  where  they  might  receve  further  ponishm*  untill  further 
order  might  be  taken  w*  them  to  thexample  of  all  the  woorld.  Then  after  he  had 
bestowed  above  an  howies  speche  in  thes  pswacions  &  exhortacions  to  the 
Gentlemen,  whom  he  said  had  auctorytie  to  place  &  displace  &  to  give  order  & 
correction  he  than  being  urged  to  goo  to  the  pticularities  of  the  cause  and  to  mak 
pfe.  ffirst  began  wfc  those  somes  of  mony  and  first  as  towching  the  iiijxxli  given  by 
Willington  that  yt  was  not  nor  any  part  of  it  put  out  but  kept  in  the 

hands  of  twoo  or  three  of  them  that  callid  them  principall  Burgesses.  To  that 
Jo.ffisherannsweretli     point  Jo.  ffisher  aniisweiid  That  he  thought  himself  to  be  notid 
some  obiectioys  in  that  nomhr  of  those  twoo  or  three  And  therfore  first  for  him- 

self denyed  that  bhe  saing  of  M1'  Atkinson  and  such  as  bad  told  him  so  to  be  true 
both  for  himself  &  for  others,  Therto  Atkinson  replied  that  it  was  true  that  he 
was  one  of  those  that  bad  the  mony  and  twoo  other  more  namely  Townesend 
and  Powell,  yt  is  utterly  untrue  said  ffisher,  and  therwith  pve  yt  said  he  to 
Atkinson.  Then  Atkinson  callid  Mr  Brooks  &  M1'  Grene  Who  said  yt  is  true  for 
the  mony  was  paid  to  yor  hands.  That  is  also  untrue  said  ffisher  there  was  none 
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paid  bo  my  hands  and  fcherfore  prove  you  yfc.  howe  can  lie  prove  it  said  brooks  & 
Grene  seing  yon  kepe  all  the  bonds  &  wry  tings.  I  doo  so  said  ftisher  and  so  mynd 
to  doo  still  whatsoever  either  of  yon  say.  Then  Townesend  and  powell  being 
callid  They  denved  the  having  of  the  mony  or  any  part  therof  Then  said  the 
a  tntlemen  namely  Sr  Tho.  Lucy.  M1'  ftisher  if  you  have  the  keping  of  the  bonds 
you  shall  doo  well  to  shewe  them.  In  dede  said  ftisher  I  have  the  bonds  and 
could  be  content  bo  shewe  them  to  you  that  bee  in  this  comission  either  nowe  or 
sone  or  when  yor  pleasure  shalbe.  But  to  shewe  them,  openly  or  to  thes  untrue 
accusers  I  think  it  not  either  requysite  or  resonable,  they  having  not  to  doo  w* 
the  matter.  And  me  thinkith  them  very  busy  bodyes  that  will  meddle  so  much  in 
that  they  have  not  to  doo.  Then  said  M1'  Boughton  yf  you  be  cleare  and  that 
there  be  no  mony  in  yo1"  hand,  and  yf  it  be  put  out  as  it  ought  to  be  yt  woold  be 
a  good  declaracion  for  you  to  shewe  the  bonds  openly  that  all  that  be  here  may 
peeve  that  you  are  wrong  said  of  and  yt  shall  satisfie  them  much.  To  this  M1' 
first  for  M>  Willing.  Pagett  agreid  that  it  can  not  be  amisse  to  shewe  the  bonds. 
ton's  monye  Theruppon  ffisher  taking  the  bonds  out  of    a    fosser    shewing 

them,  then  the  gentlemen  desired  to  have  them  in  their  hands 

tlie  bondes  shewed  to 

proove     that    the     pniising  safely  to  redeliver  them.  Wheruppon  they  were  delivered 

mouye  was  out.  into  their  hands.  Then  M1'  Boughton  Looking  on  the  first  said 

here    is    one    Bykar    where   is    the    man,    who   aunswerid  here.  Theruppon  he 

examyued  him  whether  he  had  any  of  Mr  Willingtons  mony  in  lone  howe  much 

when  he  had  it  deliveryd  and  a  nombr  of  other  questions  to  wcU  he  annswerid 

truely.  and  that  he  had  had  it  many  yeres,  and  that  he  recevid  it  last  the  very 

day  of  the  date  of  his  obligacion.  Then  M1'  Boughton  turned  over  to  an  other  bond 

and  so  from  one  to  an  other  over  all  and  callid  the  parties  who  all  or  the  most 

part  apperid  and  confessid  the  having  of  the  mony  acording  to  the  bonds,  &  delt 

very  stiickly  in  thexamynacions  but  it  fell  out  truely  that  the  mony  was  all  put 

r   n,„     out    acording    as    it    outdit    to    be    much    contrary    to    their 
notes    Taken    ot    the  o  o  j 

names  of  tb em  that     expectacions.  Then  M1' Boughton  caused  one  to  take  a  note  of 
had  the  mouy  and     the  names  of  them  that  said  they  had  the  mony  and  of  their 

the  somes  0   1        l  ■  ^      \  -i  ■ 

somes  &  kept  it  wl  him. 
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aecoinl  for  M'  Whnte  Then    bhey   came   to    Whateleys    mony  and    examyned 

lej-H  moiiy  likewise  how  that  was  bestowed.  To  that  ffisher  denyed  That 

any  such  sonic  of  ffiefty  pounds  was  ever  given  and  delivered  by  Whateley  to  the 
towne  (as  was  untruely  enformed.)  Yea  said  Brookes  wooll  you  deny  that.  Yea 
that  I  doo  said  ffisher  &  Let  me  see  howe  you  will  prove  yt.  w'  that  Brooks 
showed  furth  a  coppy  of  the  condicion  of  an  obligaciou  wherin  ffisher  &  others 
had  bene  bound  twoo  yeres  before  to  bring  in  ffieftie  pounds  to  Whateleys 
executors  hut  neither  showid.  the  bond  nor  the  copy  of  the  bond,  what  pvith  this 
said  ilisher.  Yf  you  think  that  I  have  not  brought  in  such  mony  as  I  ought  to  doo, 
the  executors  have  to  charge  me  &  not  you.  but  I  owne  neither  them  nor  you  any 
grote  and  therfore  I  take  this  to  be  no  great  evidence  against  me. 

Loke  for  more  of 
this  in  the  206 

(The  writer  has  made  the  above  note  at  the  end  of  folio  187.  The  account 
is  continued  on  the  second  half  of  folio  206.  Instead  therefore  of  taking  the 
folios  in  consecutive  order  I  have  here  gone  on  to  folio  206  in  order  to  keep  the 
narrative  of  these  proceedings  together.) 

(folio  206)  Then  the   gentlemen    began    to    whisper   and   thought 

me     gentlemen    sus- 

pect  fisher  den yeng  something  woold  fall  out  not  well  wl  ffisher  bicause  he  denyed 
the  having  of  L"  of  the  giveng  of  the  mony  by  Whateleys  will  And  therfore  said. 
Whateley  jia(^   vou   noj.    j^u    given    by    Whateleys    will,    to   that    ffisher 

annswrid  I  denye  not  the  giving  of  so  much,  but  I  deny  the  having  or  receving  of 
so  much,  Yea  said  Brooks  you  will  deny  anything.  I  deny  that  said  ffisher  &  will 
you  to  prove  yt.  Woold  you  have  a  better  pfe  saith  Atkynson  then  yo1'  owne  bond. 
Grene     sheweth     a     Shewe  that  said  ffisher  and  yt  will  suffice,  here  is  a  copye  of  it 
paper  the  copy  of     gaid  grene  &  j  wm  depose  fchat  j  recevid  yt  from  one  of  the 

the  condicion  of   a  . 

,      ,         .    .      ,       masters  of  Coventry  said  John  Grene.  Depose  then  said  ffisher 

bond      put     in     to  J  r 

thexec  of  Whateley  that  is  a  true  coppy.  But  admyt  it  to  be  as  it  is  not  a  copy  of 
my  bond,  what  say  you  then.  Then  said  Atkinson  that  will  prove  that  you  had 
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ffisher  sheweth  howe     ^jH  °^  Whateley.   I  deny  that  said   flisher.  Whye  said  the  gent 

th«  mony  given  by     will  you  deny  that  Mr  Whateley  gave  not  IA  I  deny  it  not  said 

Whateleywasreised     fhsher.   but  deny   the  receving  of  yt.   But  nowe   to  satisfy  yor 

worships  and  bycause  this  earnest  gentleman  (meaning  Mv  Atkinson  wold  nedes 

have  him  thrust  out  &  ponishid  that  doth  defraud  the  good  meanyng  of  the  giver. 

You  shall  understand  That   Mr   Whateley  had  divers  debtors  dwelling  in   this 

v    Brookes  ought  xv1;     towne  some  very  poore  &  some  others  emongs  whom  this  man 

pa reel  1  of  the  fief fcy     Richard  Brook  was  one,  who  psuading  M1'  Whateley  that  he 

woold  help  him  to  a  good  wief  it  gentlewoman  very  rich  &  honest,  borrowed  xv11 

of  the  said  Mr  Whateley  &  gave  his  bill  for  yt  and  pmised  payment  at  a  c'ten  day 

long  before  Whateley  died.   And  when  he  had  the  mony  he  did  &  woold  have 

helpid  him  to  one  M's  meystye  a  woman  k  no  wen  to  be  nothing  worth  nor  of  the 

best  fame  Whateley  misliking  the  choice  gave  over  wl  some  cost  was  often  in 

hand  w*  Brooks  for  his  mony  who  pmised  to  pay  it  but  deferrid  from  tyme  to 

tvme.  w-'1'  Mr  Whateley  peeving  and  mynding  to  doo  some  good  to  the  poore  of 

brokes   hill  for  that     ^his  towne,  was  content  to  sett  over  that  xv11  and  ix  or  x  more 

xv  deliuredoverby     of  such  debts  to  the  balif  &  burgesses  of  this  towne  and  to  niak 

Whateley  to  Symon     Upp  the  some  of  L1'  which  he  woold  have  to  be  put  furth  yerely 

&  yerely  brought  in  to  Coventry.  And  this  man  M1'  Brookes  being 

then  one  of  the  principall  burgesses  dyd  acknowleig  befor  the  said  Mr  Whate  and 

brookes  yeldid  to  pay     the  then  balif  of  this  towne  that  he  ought  Mr  Whateley  xv1'  and 

the  raony  to  yong       pmised  the  paym1    to  him    or  whom    he    woold    appoint    And 

theruppon  M1'  Whateley  deliuerid  over  the  said  bill  of  debt  yn  Lewe  of  xv1'  as 

pcell  of  the  said  L"  to  Symon  yong  then  balif  of  Warwik  unto  whom  the  said  M1' 

d  lie  had  paid  yt     Brookes  promised  the  payment  of  the  said  xv1''  dyvers  tymes 

after.  But  at  the  Last  after  that  M1'  Yong  was  dead,  he  Mr 

sher  i^ver  receuerl     Brookes  said  that  he  had  paid  yt  to  one  who  never  recevid  yt 

nor  had  auctority  to  l'eceve  yt.  so  as  that  xv1'  yet  remaneth  in 

the  xv    yet  due  by     ^lr  brooks  hands  and  therfore  by  the  Judgem1  of  this  gentleman 

Mr  Atkinson  he  is  to  be  ponished  for  yt.  Then  said  Brooks  I 

paid  yt  to  you  by  (folio  207)  Anthony  Richmond  the  S'jant  when  I  was  balif 
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youe  senl  it  Qever  to  me  said  ffisher  nor  I  never  receiued  or  demanndid  yl  of  you, 

for  the  bill  was  in  AT  Yongs  keping  and  I  had  never  occasion  to  receve  yt  of  you 

nor  uever  did  of  you  nor  any  other  Nevertheles  bycause  yon  wickedly  did  sv\ 

uppon  a  testament  that  you  had  paid  yt  to  me  J  was  content  to  beare  so  much 

yerely  out  of  myne  owne  purse,  bycause  the  poore  should  not  be  defraudid.  Then 

said  Brookes  to  flfisher  swere  here  uppon  a  book  before  thes  gentlemen  that  you 

fisher  chargeth      never  had  it  and  I  will  pay  yt  And  will  not  swere  said  ffisher 

Brookes     '"     ""e      but  affirm  yt  uppon  conscyens  that  I   never  had    yt.   And   said 
tli.it      and      other 

,       .     ,,        nislier  yt  were  more  mete  for  you  to  be  put  to  yo1'  othe  for  vt 

somes    also    to    the  J  J  L  J  •> 

tuwne  then  I  bycause  you  are  to  prove  yt.  But  I  am  afraid  to  charge 

yo1'  consciens  so  farre  having  experience  of  you  otherwise,  ffor  besides  this  you 

say  you  do  owe  nothing  to  the  towne  here  is  a  note  to  prove  that  you  owe  very 

nere  an  Cn  to  the  towne  wherof  xxxij1'  for  Rent  of  Myton  tithes  &  almost  Lx1'  for 

arrerages  of  xls  a  yere  resuid  uppon  yo1'  leaces  unpaid  for  many  yeres,  besides 

that  you  being  Balif  of  this  towne  in  the  viij1  yere  of  the  Q  ma'?  that  nowe  is 

that  Brookes   hathe     have  not  yet  made  yo1'  acompt  for  that  Baliwik  And  besides 

not  yet  made   las     ^]aa^  when  you  were  burges  you  askid  allowance  of  vju  xiijs  iiijd 

paid  for  the  rent  resruid  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  towne,  & 
Balywik  being      i 

almost   xx'j    yeres     P&id  it  not  but  suffred  proces  to  come  out  of  thexcheq1'  for  it 
past.  and  therby  the  towne  was  forced  to  pay  it  into  thexcheq1'  and 

you  alwayes  deferrid  the  answering  of  it  agayn  trusting  to  fynd  an  acquitaus  of 
my  brother  Tho.  ffishers  land  or  of  Gardeners  And  this  being  almost  xxtv  yeres 
ago  you  can  not  yet  bring  furth  the  acquitaus.  So  as  by  M1'  Atkinsons  Judgem1 
you  are  to  tak  open  ponishm*  in  example  of  others,  you  saie  truth  said  brooks 
but  I  paid  both  that  xxl-v  nobles  &  the  xv1'  to.  And  for  my  acompt  for  my  Baliwik 
you  knowe  I  owe  nothing  to  the  towne  for  yf  I  did  you  woold  have  callid  me  to 
accompt  before  this  tyme.  And  as  for  your  rents  I  owe  none.  Well  said  the 
bondes  for  Whateleys  Gentlemen  then  it  semith  there  should  bee  L1'  of  M1'  Whateleys 
mony  shewed  Lent  out  and  you  say  there  is  not  xv11  of  it  brought  in  What  is 

become  of  the  rest  of  that  L11  ys  that  put  furth.  Yea  said  ffisher  yt  ys  not  said 
x 
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Brooks  <&  Grene,  pve  that  said  ffisher.  Nay  say  the  gentlemen  to  ffisher,  you  must 
make  proof  of  that.  Nay  said  ffisher  by  yo1'  Licens  he  that  hath  enformecl  is  to 
prove  his  iuformacion.  Nevertheles  bycause  you  shall  see  that  they  have  untruly 
reportid  to  my  Lord.  &  to  yo'  worshippes,  here  bee  other  bondes  wcl'  will  testify 
that  the  nioiiy  is  out,  and  so  shewid  furth  the  bondes  taken  for  the  Lu  of 
Whateleys  monye.   Wheruppon   the  partyes  were  callid  &    the   most   of   them 

the  debtors  depely  appered  &  confessid  the  having  the  mony  emongs  wch  was 
Edward  Browne  debto1'  for  x1'  John  Townesend  for  x11  Mighell 
herriett  for  x1'  &  Willm  hopkins  for  x1'  the  rest  at  xls  a  piece,  thes  xlis  was  much 
mislikid  £  thought  to  bee  some  counterfeit  dealing  and  therfore  those  psons  were 
more  severely  examyned  Who  all  confessid  the  having  of  the  mony  &  making  of 
the  bonds,  wcb  mony  in  dede  they  had  of  M1'  Townesend  by  reason  of  an  order  in 
the  channc'y  uppon  confession  there  of  the  said  M1'  Townesend  in  Easter  terme 
before  this  compleint  exhibitid  to  my  L  of  Leyc1'  as  in  his  place  shalbe  shewed 

notes  .>f  bondes  taken  There  was  much  wispering  emongs  the  gentlemen  uppon  those 
bands  and  they  veryly  ymagyned  that  the  mony  was  not  put  furth.  And  taking 
notes  of  these  obligacions  &  the  names  of  the  psones  bound,  secretly  requyred  M1' 
Griffin  to  send  for  every  one  of  the  psons  named  to  have  the  mony  and  to  examyn 
them  privately  of  their  consciences  &  trueth  of  the  matter,  woh  M1'  Griffin  after- 
wards did,  and  yet  could  not  fynd  that  they  lookid  for. 

third  m  okens  mouy  Then  came  they  to  the  Cu  given  by  Oken  towching  wcb 

ffisher  said   this   gentleman    (meaning    M1'    Atkinson)    is   very 

fisher     charerith      Jo  .    .  ,  . ,,     ,  ,  „  ,,  . 

ernest  in  sentence  against  such  as  withold  any  of  the  monye  wctl 

Grene      with      the  °  J  J 

keihufr  of  x;i  percell     should  be  in  comon  uses  and  wold  have  them  displacid  out  of 
of  okens  mony  there  offices.  As  towching  this  CJi  I  must  confesse  is  not  to  be 

well  handled  as  it  ought,  for  this  man  Jo.  Grene  being  one  of  the  Informers  hath 
in  hi-  hand  &  hath  had  thes  vij  or  eight  yeres  and  will  not  pay  yt,  ys  it  yo1' 
mynd  Mr  Atkinson  that  he  shall  towche  of  yo1'  sentence.  Nay  said  Grene  I  have 
not  the  monye  but  was  surety  for  x1'  cleliuered  out  to  Porter  and  porter  being 
dead  I  must  see  yt  repaid  but  I  am  suer  I  must  pay  viij1'  of  it  of  myne  owne 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 


purse,  so  you  may  said   Bfisher  for  the  comon  saying  is  that  you  had  asmuch 
goods  of  Porters  as  came  bo  x1'  &  above  but  yet  you  bave  not  paid  yt  for  ben 
yo1*  obligaciou  for  it,  I  confesse  said  Grene  my  band  is  bbere,  but  bbere  is  other 

to  pay  more  of  that  Cn  aswell  as  I.  Yea  said  ffisher  the  more  the  worse,  and  I 
think  you  arc  the  cause  that  some  other  doo  not  pay  that  woh  is  due  by  them, 
and  you  may  bee  ashamed  to  kepe  the  monye  &  yet  to  complayne  felsely  as  you 
doo.  And  said  ffisher  here  is  twoo  other  obligacions  for  parcell  of  the  said  C11  viz 
for  xx1'  yet  in  the  hands  of  a  poore  widdow  one  Reynolds  wief  and  x1'  in  the 
hands  of  henry  ffoster  whose  tyme  of  repayment  are  not  yet  come  and  therfore 
the  mony  not  to  be  requyred  of  them,  though  in  dede  the  same  (folio  208)  somes 
be  by  other  meanes  made  out  And  that  C1'  paid  for  land  bought 

the  hundred  poundes 

given     by     Oken     to  ^he  land  to  the  comons  acording  to  Okens  will,  howe  doth 

made  out  and  paid     that    appere    saith  the   gentlemen  that  any    Land   should    he 

for  land  bought  bought  or  is  bought.  It  appereth  saith  ffisher  by  the  will    of 

Oken  that  he  woold  have  land  bought  wUl  the  said  Cu  and  for  that  ppse  specially 

he  gave  yt  And  that  yt  is  bought  shall  appere  also  though  wee  think  no  cause  to 

make  all  this  pryvy  that  be  here,  by  cause  the  matter  conc'nith  not  them,  But 

the  dede  showed  that  you  may  see  that  Land  is  bought  here  is  a  dede  of  p'chase 

from   M1'    S'jaunt    Puckering  who    rccevid    iiijxxli    xiijs   vja   for    Land   for   this 

purpose.  And  so  the  dede  was  showed  furth  wch  dede  was  made  to  foure  psons 

only  namely  to  humfrey  crane  Thomas  Powell  Robart  Sheldon  &  John  Eigeley 

wcU  dede  also  had  relacions  to  Okens  will  &  mony  and  the  use  yt  should  be  put 

the  deed  cavilled  w,h     unto.  But  bicause  the  deed  was  made  but  to  foure  yt  was  much 

by  Atkinson  cavellid  w*  by  Mr  Atkinson  &  others  of  that  faccion  M1'  daffeme 

Mr  brooks  M1'  Grene  &c  as  though  those  fowre  will  convert  it  to  their  owne  uses 

the  gentlemen  leaned     &  not  to  the  uses  of  the  comens.  And  surely   the   gentlemen 

leaned  greatly  to  all  the  reasons  made  against  the  townes  men  &  their  truste 

having  speciall  suspicion  &  entencion  against  some  of  the  principall  Burgesses. 

then     cometh     the     Thes   things   falling    out    otherwise    then    was    expectid    The 

second   poynt    for     gentlemen  fell  then  to  the  next  article  of  their  Ire,  that  was 

takmg of accomptes     ^^  we  1^  not  fcaken  accompt  in  five  yeres  before.  Therfore 
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requyred  to  see  the  aceompts  of  bhe  balifs  &  such  as  had  the  trust  and  receving 
of  bhe  uiony  for  those  bymes  &  a  yeve  ov  fcwoo  before.  In  which  poynt  this  writer 
was  very  unwilling  to  shewe  thaccompts  contenyng  many  matters  of  allowance 
11  for  publique  as  private  causes  openly  before  such  a  multitude  both  of  the 
bowue  that  bad  not  to  doo  w*  the  taking  of  aceompts,  as  other  a  great  nombr  of 
sruinguieu  a.  countrymen,  and  was  hardly  drawen  to  the  shews  of  those  Aceompts, 
but  by  psuacion  of  M1'  balif  &  bis  counsell,  he  yeldid.  Wherin  he  first  took  uppon 
him  the  auctoryty  of  bis  office  of  Audito1'  of  this  borough  clamyng  therfore  power 
to  tak  accompt  w'out  the  privytie  of  others  either  Balief  or  burgesses  And  said 
he  had  so  dooue,  and  theruppon  showed  furth  a  book  wherin  all  the  aceompts 
taken  in  bis  tyme  were  entrid  according  to  his  skill,  which  auctorytie  was 
earnestly  ympechid  by  argum'  of  M1'  Atkinson  untill  he  shewid  furth  a  patent  of 
the  said  office  under  the  towne  seale.  wch  yet  woold  not  serve,  bycause  yt  was 
thought  mete  that  aceompts  for  a  corialty  ought  to  be  heard  publikely  by  the 
Inhabitants  at  least  by  the  head  officers  &  principall  Burgesses  so  it  semed  litle 

the  Ace  impte    must     credit  to  be  given    to  those   aceompts   writen    into    the   book 

bycause  they  were  as  was  then  thought  doon  of  speciall  favo1'  of 

one  private   man    to  an  other   to  the   conceilment   of   the    Eevenues    &   Eents 

belonging  to  the  multitude,  nevertheles  the  Audito1'  was  of  mynd  not  to  shew  any 

they  are  showed  other.  But  Mr  Balif  and  his  counsall  urging  At  last  he  shewed 

furth  Aceompts  taken  the  very  same  which  were  also  writen  into  the  book  before 

showed,  And  to  thes  Aceompts  the  hands  of  such  Baliefs  &  Burgesses  as  before 

whom  the  same  were  declared  were  subscribed.  And  comyng  to  the  Aceompts  of 

md   Greue     t'le  tyme  pscribed  in  my  Lords  Ire  that  is  to  say  for  five  Last 

their     haudes     to     yeres  before  yt  appered  as  yet   it  doth  that  to  one    of    those 

those     Aceompts  of  those    five  yeres.  both  Eichard  Brookes  &  John 

Grenes  band  were  subscribed  to  an  other  of  those  v  yeres  John 

Grene  had  also  subscribid  The  third  yere  was  for  Eichard  Eoos  charge  who  in  his 

lief  tyme  had  pfitid  thaccompt  but  yt  was  not  declared  the  fourth  was  for  the 

tyme  of  Thomas  powell  who  bad  not  fynishid  a  piece  of  woork  begonne  in -his 

baliwik  but  yet  in  doing  so  as  no  accompt  could  be  pfitly  set  down  and  the  vtu 
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e  w''1'  was  bhe  tynieof  humfrey  cranes  baliwik  who  could  not  accompt  bycai 
his  yere  was  qo!  expired.  Thes  accompts  seen  and  both  Brook  in  this 

case  thus  reproved  the  gentlemen  Lookid  one  uppon  an  other  yet  i ;li  pyeriug 

the  fyue  for  the  per-  xv;ls  '''"'  l'"'  l"','('1'  °'  those  accompts  ;  1 1  o  I  that  thej  would  by 
Bonageof  Badi  r..ok  Brooks  his  meanes  have  cavillid  of  the  allowance,  and  one  thing 
lookid  for  was    specially    lookid    for   in   the   Accompts,    that    was   for    the 

hundred  pounds  recevid  of  Mr  Beynham  for  his  leace  of  Budbrook,  which  was 
said  to  have  bene  put  up  into  Jo.  m'shers  purse  &  spent  by  him  hut  yt  apperid 
Cavillacions  against  otherwise.  Then  they  cavillid  uppon  the  hearers  of  the  Accompts 
the  takers  of  Saying  the  accompts  were  taken  by  such  psons  as  pcially 
Accompts  favored    the    Accomptants.    So  as   nothing   was    left    unspoken 

that  might  empeach  the  credit  of  the  Balif  &  Burgesses. 

the  thirde  poynt  After  thes    things  they  come  to    the   principall    matter 

uppon  wcb  said  Mr  Atkyns  the  whole  corpacion  stood  to  be  forfeitid  by  reason  of 

touching  election  misusing  And  that  was  thelleccion  of  the  balief  on  Michilmas 

day  yerelyW  and  thelleccion  of  the  principall  Burgesses^  both  which  saith  Mr 

(a)  The  Charter  of  Philip  and  Mary,  dated  12th  November,  1554,  provided  that  there  should  he 
a  Bailiff  and  12  principal  Burgesses,  and  that  these  might  appoint  assistants  according  to  tlieir 
discretion  (tantos  alios  Burgenses  cle  Inhabitantibus  pbioribuu  Burgi  illius  in  Burgenses  ejusdem 
Burgi  facere  constituere  et  admittere  possiut  de  tempore  in  tempus  juxta  discretionem  suam/.  For 
the  election  of  Bailiff,  the  Bailiff  and  principall  burgesses  were  directed  to  meet  at  their  Court 
House  annually  on  Michaelmas  Day,  and  choose  two  of  their  number  in  the  presence  of  the 
Assistants  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  in  attendance,  and  submit  such  two  to  those 
inhabitants  fo>  their  choice.  (uominare  et  assignare  valeant  et  possiut  duos  homines  tunc 
existentes  de  priricipalib  ejusdem  Burgi  coram  alios  illius  Burgi  Inhabitantes  ad  tunc  ibm  prsenlib 
ad  intentionem  qd  alii  homines  et  Inhabitantes  Burgi  illius  ad  tunc  et  ibrn  prsentes  ant  major  Pars 
eorundem  eligant  et  eligere  valeant  et  possiut  unu  ex  illis  duob.  Burgeusib.  sic  nomiuatis  et 
assignatis  nominaudis  et  assiguaudis  ad  offiiciu  Ballivi  &cj.  Tue  Bailiff  thus  chosen  eutered  upon 
office  and  took  the  oath  on  All  Saints  day  following. 

(bj  As  regards  the  election  of  principal  burgesses  the  poor  Bailiff  and  his  bretheren  seem  to 
have  been  unjustly  and  unnecessarily  harrassed  by  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Leyeester,  in  their 
repeated  statements  that  the  principal  burgesses  were  improperly  choseu.  The  Earls  appear  to 
have  misread  the  Charter,  or  to  have  been  wrongly  advised.  The  Charter  provides  that  in  case  of 
the  death  of  a  principal  burgess  or  his  removal  from  some  other  cause  the  Baliff  and  principal 
burgesses  shall  fill  up  the  vacaucy  within  eight  days.  (liceat  et  licebit  Ballio  et  Burgensibus  illius 
Burgi  p.  tempore  existentib  infra  octo  dies  px  sequentes  morte  sive  amotione  dci  nominare  et  eligere 
unu  ant  plures  alias  psonas  tunc  inhabitanten  clci-Burgi  &c). 
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this  matter  was  much     Atkinson  ought  bo  be  doone  by  the  whole  multytude.  And  nowe 

ympu^ued    by    M      of  late  saith  he  a  t'ewe  sometymes  not  past  six  or  seven  clamyng 

the  whole  power  to  themselves  have  made  eleccions  not  onely 

the  balif  yerely  but  also  of  the  principall  Burgesses  when  any  happen  to  dye. 

And  more  than  that    they  take  uppon  most  iniuriosly  &  unlaufull   to  displace 

honest  &  good   Burgesses  and  place  such  as  favo1'  their  ovvne  affections  directly 

mtrary  to  the  charter  wherby  they  have  desruid  to  have  the  charter  taken  from 

them  &  the  burrow  to  be  disfranchised,  a  lamentable  thing   and    worthy  due 

reformation  at  the  least  spedye  displacing  of  such  as  have  bene  the  causes  theof. 

aunsuered     by     M1     to  that  (folio  209)  poynt  M1'  Pagett  spak  and  said  That    the 

King  and  Queue  graunters  of  that  chr  had  set  downe  in  the 

-   me  ('halters  howe  those  eleccions  should  be  made  and  according   to    those 

orders  &  directions  he  is  informed  thellecions  have  bene  usually  made  both  in 

the  tymes  preseribid  in  the  places  &  in  the  maner  &  forme  And  for  that  cause 

showed  furth  the  maner  of  the  election  on  Michilmas  of  the  Balif,  wch  was  done 

in  this  maner,  first  twoo  of  the  twelve  principall  Burgesses  were  by  the  balif  & 

principall  burgesses  named  to  stand  in  election  and  their  twoo  names  delivered 

to  the  other  burgesses  &  Inhtants  pnt.  The  other  burgesses  &  Inhitants  psent 

M  Atkinson  holdetb.     assigned  one  of  those  twoo,  and  he  who  was  so  assigned  was 

tery  Iuhabi-     chosen  Balif  and  at  Alhollowday  following  took  his  othe  before 

taut  is  a  Barges  and 

i   ,1    t  T3  r(     all  that  woold  come  that  day  wch  he  took  to  be  a  °'ood  ellection 

elector  both  ot  Balif  J  ° 

&  principall  Burges     &  directid  by  the  charter.  Wch  was  denyed  by  Mr  Atkinson  who 

affirmed    stilly    that    thelleccion    ought    to   be    by     the    whole    multytude   of 

thinhabitants  being  all  Burgesses,  And  also  that  the  pncpall  Burgesses  ought  to 

M  paget  of  an  other     lie  chosen  by  the  multitude  being  all  Burgesses.  woh  M1'  Pagett 

also  denyed.  But  M>"  Boughton  he  thought  no  election  could  be 

made  wfout  consent  of  the  whole  multitude  and  urged  M1'  Balief 

ightoii    uv.  ° 

consent  oi  the     al"'  '''s  bretherne  to  yeld  to  such  election.  And  so  doing  although 

things  had  bene  doone  amisse  for  lack  padventure  of  knowleig 

or  understanding,  yet  they  might  now  and  from  hensfurth  be  better  ordered.  Mr 

fisher  utterly  denyeth     Balif  and  some  of  his  company  was  willing  to  yeld.  But  Jo. 
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(fisher  stonding  up  said  bhe  manner  of  elecciona  nowe  of  late  usid  was  prescribid 
li\  bhe  quenes  learned  counsel!  &  other  learned  counsel)  at  or  sone  uppon  the 
begynnyng  of  this  borough  by  yertue  of  this  charter  ^nd  hath  bene  so  contyneued 
until!   now    that  some  thinking  to  bread  trowble   have  practized  to  pul   all  in 

m  Boughton  takitb  hazard  by  new  devises  and  what  ynnovacions  may  doo,  yor 
hold  of  a  woi-d  wol'shippes  may  conceve  and  specially  in  so  waighty  cause  as 
spoken  by  fisher  ^s,  call  you  this  innovation  saith  M''  Boughton  to  mend  that 
is  a  mysse  &  taking  a  better  course  in  yo1'  ellections,  I  take  not  you  for  no 
competent  Judge  in  this  case  said  [fisher  bycause  the  poynts  in  difference  stand 
uppon  matters  of  Lawe  &  Judgm'  of  Judges  and  tlierfore  I  can  in  no  wise  agree 
to  any  other  order  of  ellection  than  that  woh  hath  bene  used,  Am  I  no  competent 
Judge  said  M1  Boughton.  and  theruppon  grewe  somewhat  more  passionate  in 
affection  as  this  wryter  thinkith.  But  M1'  Atkinson  &  M1'  Pagett  differrid  in  divers 
points  of  the  charter  howe  the  woords  should  be  understood  So  as  spending  long 
tyme  about  a  litle  the  Gentlemen  arrose  and  went  to  the  Swanne  where  at  the 
charge  of  the  towne  they  dyned.  After  dynner  they  fell  agayn  to  psuacion  to  have 

Mr  Raph  Griffin  eleccions  by  the  multitude.  But  yt  could  not  be  granntid.  Then 
required  to  make  in  fyne  after  they  had  entreatid  M1'  Griffin  to  examyn  strikly 
secret  inquisition  such  as  were  said  to  be  bound  for  the  somes  of  mony  before 
specified  They  psuadid  agreament  emongs  all.  and  said  that 
they  woold  signify e  to  the  right  honorable  Brie  what  they  had  done  &  found,  and 
so  deptid  for  that  tyme  leaving  all  things  as  they  found  yt. 


the  Balif  desireth  the  At  the  quarter  Sessions  following  wL'h  was  tuesday  after 

gentlemen  to  certify  michilmas  day  all  the  forenamed  gentlemen  mett,  on  whom  the 
Balief  &  burgesses  attending  to  knowe  their  pleasures  towelling  the  certificate  to 
my  Lord  of  Leycest1'  wch  if  it  pleasid  the  gentlemen  to  wryte  upp  the  Balif 
promised  to  send  yt  presently  to  o1'  said  good  Lord.  To  that  M1'  Boughton 
annswerid  that  he  woold  shortly  go  up  to  my  Lord  himself  and  then  my  L  should 
be  certified  of  their  proceadings. 
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The  next  day  being  Wensday  all  the  rest  of  the  Justices 
A    motion    made    for  -  °  J 

the  ending  of  thies     of  peace  being  gone  saving  Mr  Bough  ton  &  M1'  Aglionby,  M1' 

Griffin  as  yt  seined  made  reaport  of  what  he    had  found   by 

pticuler   exaeion    of   such    as    were    bounde,    And   withall    moved    those   twoo 

gentlemen  to  move  the  Bailief  &  Burgesses  and  M1'  Bic  Brookes  to  some  bringing 

the  Balif  seut  for  this  &  many  other  trowbles  to  end.  Wheruppon  VI1'  Balif  &  his 

bretherne  were  sent  for  to  come  to  the  swanne  where  Mr  Boughton  &  M1'  Aglionby 

&  Mr  Griffin  being  togither  Mr  Boughton  agayne  moved  the  Balif  &  his  company 

fco  veld  bo  election  by  the  multitude.  And  wthall  to  end  of  all  sutes  betwene  them 

&  the  townesmen.  The  mocyon  brocbing  the  genrallytie  in  eleccion  was  thought 

offer  of  a  meane  fcr     t°    be  very    danngerous    and   therfore  not    to    be   yeldid   unto 

quiet  ending  without  good  advice  of  learned  counsaill.  Than  said  Mr  Boughton 

can  you  bee  content  then  in  avoyding  of  great  charges,  to  name  twoo,  and  Mr 

Brookes  other  twoo  either  Judges  or  Lawyers  to  end  thes  matters  and  to  iudge 

of  the  matters  in  differens,  and  then  from  henceforth  to  followe  their  directions. 

Mr  Brook  said  he  could  so  as  my  Lordes  of  Warwik  &  Leycestr  might  appoynt 

the  Judges.  Then  was  yt  said  by  this  wryter  And  I  will  advise  Mr  Balief  and  can 

consent  that  either  twoo  may  be  chosen  on  either  side  as  yor  wo'ship  spak  of,  Or 

the  examyuacion  and     twoo  to  be  indifferently  chosen  by  o1'  said  good  Lords,  &  sett 

downe  their  opynions  &  directions  uppon  the  matters  in  question. 

meaning      of      the  ,. 

'    ,       ,  I  agree  to  vt  said  Brooks.  And  so  do  wee  said  1VT  Balif  and  such 

rter    by     twoo  ° 

indifferent  Lawers.     of  the  principall  Burgesses  as  were  p'sent.  Then  said  this  wryter, 

yt  ys  then  very  convenyent  first  to  sett  downe  the  points  in  differens  in  wryting 

and  deliver  them  to  such  as  shalbe  appointid  by  the  Lordes,  and  also  copies  of 

the  charters.  Wheruppon  they  may  bee  advised.  Every  man  p'sent  thought  it 

the     aifieiens    con-     convenyent  so  to  be.  Then  said  this  wryter  to  Mr  Brooks  you 

;in  twoo     finde  yQl.  gelf  greyid  therfore  you  downe  the  poynts.  The  poynts 

poyntes 

be  short  saith  Brooks,  and  that  is  who  ought  to  choose  the 

principall  Burgesses/,  and  who  ought  to  take  the  Accompts.  thes 

be  all,  will  you  rest  uppon  thes  twoo  said  this  writer.  Yea  said  brookes.  Those  be 

said  Mr  Boughton  the  poynts  you  differre  uppon  I  think  And  therfore  saith  he  to 
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j0lm  Fisher  ti.e  this  wryter  M.r  ffisher  you  can  best  do  yt.  I  pray  youe  set!  thern 
writer  of  this  Booke  down.'  pseutly  before  wee  goo  or  assone  as  may  be  if  not,  b< 
I  go  so  as  I  may  have  them  under  all  yor  hands  before  ray  going  from  Kenelworth 
where  I  will  tarye  twoo  or  (folio  210)  three  day es  and  yf  youe  send  yt  me  thither 
I  will  take  yt  up  w"1  me  whan  I  goo  to  London  and  move  my  Lordes  in  yt  and 
then  yt  were  good  for  some  of  you  of  the  towne  to  be  there  to  attend  those  that 
shalbe  assigned  by  the  Lordes,  to  that  it  was  pmised  that  some  should  he  there 
if  they  might  know  the  tyme.  Then  said  M1'  Boughton  I  mynd  to  be  there  wfiti 
twoo  or  three  dayes  after  alhalowday  and  then  if  any  of  you  come  to  me  I  will 
speak  to  my  Lords  for  you  Theruppon  the  articles  were  set  downe  in  writing  the 
next  day  after  and  showed  to  M1'  Griffin  who  said  that  they  were  acording  to  the 
agreament.  The  teno1'  wherof  ensueth. 

the    matter     agreed  Be    yfc   remembrid   That    on    Wensday    the    second    of 

uppon  set  downe  in     October  1583  in  the  xxvth  yere  of  the  reign e  of  o1"  souereigne 
writing  Lacjy  QUene  Elizabeth  &c  Mr  Edward  Boughton  Mr  Edward 

Aglionby  Esquires  and  M1'  Eafe  Griffin  preacher  psuadid  a  freendly  end  &  cessing 
of  trowbles  &  sutes  betwene  Richard  Brook  &  John  Grene  on  the  one  side 
complanants  against  the  Balif  &  prineipall  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Warwik 
on  the  other  side  where  were  p'sent  humfrey  Crane  Balif  and  John  ffisher  Thorns 
Powell  &  John  Bigeley  prineipall  Burgesses  of  the  same  borough,  and  also  the 
said  Richard  Brook  &  John  Grene,  Wheruppon  it  was  by  all  the  said  psones 
agreed  &  acordid  That  the  matters  in  varryance  towching  the  corpacion  of  the 
said  towne  should  be  set  downe  in  wryting  and  should  be  deliuered  under  the 
handes  of  all  the  partyes,  that  is  to  say  the  Baliff  and  prineipall  Burgesses,  and 
the  said  Richard  Brook  and  John  Grene,  and  also  subscribed  by  the  said  Mr 
Griffyn,  and  by  him  sent  to  the  said  M1"  Boughton  to  the  Intent  &  purpose,  that 
the  said  Mr  Boughton  should  choose  one  or  twoo  Lawyers  of  Judgem1  such  as  by 
his  discrecion  should  bee  thought  well  liable  and  yndifferent  men  to  iudge  & 
determyn  of  the  causes  in  question,  which  also  shalbe  such  as  have  not  bene  feed 
or  reteyned  of  counsell  in  those  cases  with  or  for  any  of  the  said  person  es.  To 
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whose  Judgement  determynacion  and  order  bothe  and  all  of  the  said  parties  have 
&  doo  promise  bo  submytt  themselves  from  thenceforth  to  parforme  the  same, 
which  matters  in  question  are  onely  twoo  and  no  more,  that  is  to  saye,  The 
tiirst  wheather  by  the  true  sense  or  meanyng  of  the  woordes  in  the  charter 
fcovvching  the  election  placing  &  displacing  of  any  those  principall  Burgesses  of 
the  said  borough,  the  persone  who  shalbe  electid  to  bee  a  principall  Burges  should 
or  ought  to  be  named  chosen  &  placed  by  the  Balieff  and  principall  Burgesses  of 
that  borough  or  the  greater  nombr  of  them  onely,  Or  by  the  said  Baliff  principall 
burgesses  and  the  rest  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough  or  the  greater 
nombr  of  them  only. 

Item  the  Second,  whether  by  their  Judgem1  dete'iacion  and  order  The 
Balief  and  principall  Burgesses  or  the  greater  nombr  of  them  onely  or  such  psone 
or  psones  as  they  shall  auctorise  in  wryting  under  their  comon  seale  shall  or 
ought  to  take  the  Accompts  and  geve  the  charge  and  make  allowancs  of  all  such 
thinges  and  allowancs  and  to  all  such  persones  as  shall  have  the  receaving 
payment  or  Layng  out  of  the  Eentes  Issues  and  other  dueties  belonging  to  the 
said  Borough  in  use  or  right  of  the  said  borough.  Or  whither  all  the  Inhabitants 
wtin  the  same  borough  or  the  chiefest  of  the  honest  of  the  said  Inhabitants  ought 
or  should  be  present  and  doo  the  same. 

And  yt  ys  further  agreed  &  accordid  That  all  processes  complents  and 
sutes  for  those  cawses  and  matters  towching  the  corporacion  shalbe  forborne 
and  no  further  followed  renewed  or  executed  (Savyng  that  the  parties  themselves 
&  eueiy  of  them  may  be  present  or  may  have  their  solicitors  or  counsaillors  to 
open  &  declare  their  said  causes  &  circumstancs  therof  before  the  said  one  or  twoo 
indifferent  Lawyers  for  their  better  informacion  and  understanding,  And  yt  is 
also  agreed  and  consentid  unto  That  all  former  Eleccions  putting  out  of  monyes 
takings  of  Accompts  and  other  matters  towching  the  said  Corporacion  before  this 
doone,  shall  stand  remayne  &  bee  as  they  weare  &  have  bene  doone,  without 
any  further  compleint  controlling  or  Eevocacion.  And  all  unkyndenesse  about 
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those  matters  to  I"1"  no  more  spoken  of  in  gryef,  bui  utterly  to  be  quenched, 
Nevertlieles  yt  ys  no!  men!  nor  prohibited  bul  that  the  partyes  or  any  of  theme 
eyther  in  righl  of  the  Towne  or  any  of  themselves,  maye  prosecute  any  oilier 
their  laufull  Tytles  claymes  demanndes  or  Sutes  one  against  an  other  by  order 
of  Lawe  quyetly  &  reasonably,  Any  thing  before  agreed  or  consentid  unto 
notw^tonding,  In  witnes  of  which  consents  and  agreaments  wee  have  hereunto 
put  or  handes. 

she-wid  to  M»-  Griffin  This  Agreament  put  in  writing  was  first  shewid  to  M1' 

allowed  of  by  him  Griffin  who  confessicl  that  yt  was  the  true  meanyng  of  all 
parties  as  he  thought,  and  substance  of  the  speches  agreid  uppon  before  the 
gentlemen  &  him,   And  therfore  willid  that  the    same   might  be  subscribed   & 

subscribed  by  the  assigned  unto  as  was  pmised.  Wheruppon  The  Balief  and 
Balif  &  Burgesses       Burgesses  all  saving  Grene  &  Phillippes  did  put  their  handes 

sent  downe  to  Brookes  unto  the  same  wrytten  upp,  and  having  so  doone  sent  yt  downe 
who  deteuyth  the  to  Eychard  Brook  for  him  to  put  his  hand  &  to  get  John  Grenes 
hand  to  yt,  to  thend  that  they  being  put  to,  yt  may  be  delivered 
to  Mr  Griffin  to  put  his  hand  &  by  him  to  be  sent  to  Mr  Boughton  acording  to 
pmise.  Brooks  recevid  the  same  writing  subscribed  by  the  Balief  and  principall 
Burgesses  but  desired  respit  to  be  advised  before  he  put  his  hand  to  yt,  and  so 
kept  it  wb  him  &  wold  neither  subscribe  nor  send  it  back,  which  being  pcevid  to 

a  copy  therof  sub-  the  Balif  &  Burgesses  The  caused  an  other  coppy  to  be  writen 
scribed  delyuered  upp.  and  put  their  hands  to  yt  and  sent  it  the  next  day  by  this 
to  Mr  Boughton  wryter  to  Mr  Boughton  at  Kenelworth  where  he  delivred  yt  to 

the  tyme  of  going  to  Mr  Boughton  wl  the  answer  that  Brooks  had  sent  to  the 
London  apoyntid        balief.  And  M1'  Boughton  receving  yt  willid  that  some  of  the 

afterward  deferrid         towne  might  be    at  London  w*in  twoo    or   three   dayes    after 

Mr  Boughton  writith  alhoulow  day  for  then  he  wold  be  there  and  wold  move  my 
to  give  knowlege  Lords  for  us.  But  afterward  that  is  to  say  uppon  Alhoulouday 
M1'  Boughton  wrote  a  Ire  to  the  balif  signifieng  that  he  could  not  be  at  London 
so  sone,  the  tenor  of  (folio  211)  his  Ire  ensueth 


- 
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Being  this  day  ready  to  take  my  Journey  towards  London,  I  have  recevid 
-  from  my  Lorde,  wlierin  he  earnestly  requyreth  me  to  ryde  presently  to 
Deubigh  for  despatch  of  some  busynes  of  weight,  wch  I  meane  god  willing  to 
parforme  and  thei'fore  must  differ  my  Journey  to  London  till  the  xxUl  of  this 
moneth  when  god  willing  I  wilbe  theire  Eeadye  to  doo  what  I  can  in  your  cause 
wisshing  that  before  that  tyme  youe  doo  not  appoint  yo1'  iourney  to  London  for 
that  p'pose.  So  wisshing  you  as  my  self  I  take  my  leave  in  haste  from  Canson 
the  first  of  Xovemher 

Yo1'  loving  freend 

Ed.  Boughton 


Jo.  fisher  &  Jo. 
Rigeley  appoyntid 
to  goo  to  London 
to  attend  for 
resolucion 

they  goo  up  to  fishers 
gret  charge 

Mr  Boughton  rnoveth 
the  Earles  of  War- 
wik  and  Leyeester 
who  doo  assign e  Mr 
Owen  of  Lincolnes 
Inne  only  to  be  the 
man  to  give  opinion 

Mr  Boughton  signi- 
fieth  so  much  to 
Mr  Owen 

he  promiseth  his 
paynes 

fisher  &  Eigeley 
attend  Mr  Owen 
and  so  doth  Brookes 


Uppon  receipt  of  thes  Lre  the  Journey  to  London  was 
staid  untill  the  xxth  day  of  Novembr  And  then  John  ffisher  and 
John  Eigeley  twoo  of  the  principall  Burgesses  were  appointid  & 
sent  up  to  attend  such  as  should  have  the  Judgem*  of  thes 
differencs.  When  they  came  upp  they  attendid  first  Mr  Boughton 
who  lay  at  Leyeester  house,  but  my  lords  busynesse  were  such 
no  tyme  could  be  spred  convenyent  for  M1"  Boughton  to  move 
his  L  untill  about  a  sevenight  after  then  Mr  Boughton  signified 
to  the  said  ffisher  &  Eigeley  that  the  pleasures  of  my  Ls  therles 
of  Warwik  &  Leyc1'  were  that  M1'  Owen  of  Lyncolnes  yn  only 
should  be  the  man  to  puse  the  charters  and  to  satisfie  their 
Lordships  and  that  therefore  wee  should  attend  uppon  him  for 
that  purpose,  and  that  he  had  message  from  therles  to  the  said 
Mr  Owen  for  that  purpose  ffisher  &  Eigeley  thankid  Mr  Boughton 
and  then  gave  there  attendance  on  Mr  Owen  who  could  not  be 
at  Leasure  untill  foure  or  five  dayes  after  the  terme  After 
attendance  and  some  Leasure  sruing  it  plesid  M1'  Owen  to  tak 
the  copies  of  both  the  charters  pmising  his  labo1'  therin  and  that 
wee  should  resort  agayn  to  him  w*  in  three  or  foure  dayes.  We 
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Brooke       fisher     &     ,ij,i  s<>  ami  ones  or  twise.  wee  for  the  fcowne,  &   Brookes  for 

l;"rl"N    l'"1"'    for     himself  met  before   Mr  Owen,  Who  examyned  both  sides  the 
annswerof  M'Owen  ,  . 

causes  moving  the  doubts.  In  thend  both  Brooks  and  wee  were 

his  annswer  was  thai  .  .  .  .  ,  .    .     .  .  , 

,.    .  .  desirous  to  knowe  bus  opynyori  wmeb  be  would  not  utter  hut 

he    woold    delyuer  '  • 

ins  opyuion  i»  the  annswerid  that  lu>  wold  deliver  his  opynyon  to  therles  of  Warr 

earles  &  Leycr  as  lie  was  required  or  to  one  of  them,  ffor  w,h  purp 

he  attendid  for  that  he  did  dyvers  dayes  ^  tymes  come  to  Leycest1'  house  but  could 

prpose  bui  he  could  nofc  be  ]ieanl  by  reaS011  of  greater  causes  then  in  hand.  80  the 

have  no  hearing 

said  msher  and  Kigeley  danncmg  attendance  there  from    the 
Brookes  fisber   Rige-  . ...       .  AT  ,  „    „,     .   ,  ,.         _ 

.  xxir"  01  Movembr  untill  Gliristmas  even  spent  xx'1  and   came 

ley       come       away  J  J- 

wtul"  Resolucion  downe  without  any  resolucions  Wheruppon  the  matter  restid 

for  a  tyme. 

(Here  follows  this  note.) 

the  matters  that  followe  next  after  this  before  written  should  have  come 
in  before  in  the  accions  of  former  tyme.  and  doo  depend  uppon  a  subtill  practise 
put  in  use  betwixt  Brookes  and  Olney  by  a  compleynt  in  the  Chancery.  But  is 
rather  insertid  here  bycause  it  may  the  better  appere  where  the  mony  was,  and 
also  that  there  was  no  cause  of  compleynt,  when  the  Earle  of  Leycester  .wrote 
his  Ire. 

(Then  follow  copies  of  Brooke's  letter  for  Subpoenas  and  Chancery  orders.) 

the     copye    of    Ri.  To    his    very    freend    M1"    Thomas    Gille 

Brooke  his  ire  for  Servannt  to  Mr  Cordoll  his  bowse  in  ffletestrete  or  at 

subpeuas  with  ante 

dates  his   chamber  in    channcery  lane  a  little   from    the 

Roles  d  Hinse  delur  this  Ire  w*  yor  owne  hand  that 
you  may  go  for  annswer 
I  am  hartely  to  prey  you  to  send  me  a  subpena  for  thes  psones  under- 
written to  testify  in  a  matter  betwixt  Thomas  Oldne  pi  and  Eychard  Brooks  defd 
Let  it  bere  teste  of  the  last  terme  in  any  case,  they  comissioners  before  whome 
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they  are  to  appere  are  S1'  Thomas  lucy  Knight  Sr  ffulk  grevill  knight  Thomas 
Leigh  and  -Tone  Throkmrton  esquires,  the  names  of  them  that  are  to  appear 
Rychard  Townesend,  Thomas  Allen,  Oistofer  Knight  henry  Chaplyn  Koger 
huvlebutt  John  Brook,  I  pre  youe  put  in  thes  fyne  for  this  once  and  I  will  requit 
hyt,  yf  yon  will  nedes  leave  out  auye  leave  John  Brook,  I  pre  you  send  yt  so 
sone  as  you  may.  there  is  a  freende  of  myne  will  Eesorte  unto  you  for  it  apon 
monday  coinesenight,  I  pre  you  let  it  be  closed  upp  in  a  Ire,  I  woold  not  have  yt 
sene,  this  in  hast  I  comyt  you  to  god  warr.  the  xvth  of  March 

Yo1'  loving  frend  Ey  Brook 

A  copy  of  an  order  in  Chancery  ordering  Interrogatories 

(folio  212)  A  copy  of  a  certificate  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  that  the  Bailif  &  Burgesses 
had  properly  applied  the  money  left 

A  copy  of  an  order  in  Chancery  for  discharge  of  the  matter  touching  the 
Corporation. 

(Then  follows  this  note) 

thies  before  written  orders  in  the  channcery  and  the  certificat  to  my  L  of 
"Vv  arr  and  Brookes  Lre  for  subpena  woold  come  more  aptly  after  the  sute  in  the 
Channcery  Betwene  Olney  and  Brookes,  But  bicause  those  bookes  be  long  to 
write  and  also  bycause  it  may  appeare  what  followed  the  said  sute  I  have  thought 
good  to  place  them  here,  the  rather  also  bycause  the  same  came  to  my  hand  at 
such  tyrne  as  I  coulde  not  enter  them  in  a  place  more  conveynyent. 

Brookes  malice  miti-  (folio  213)  It  is  nowe  to  be  remembrid  That  after  the  being  of 
gatid  for  a  tyme  John  ffisher  and  Jo  Bigeley  attending  at  London  for  some 
resolucion  Bichard  ffisher  then  being  Balief.  Brookes  psecutid  not  any  further 

But  begynueth  agayn  during  the  said  Baliwik.  But  M1'  Bobart  Sheldon  succeding  in 
in  M>  Sueldons  that  office  of  Baliwik.  Brooks  began  the  trowbles  agayne,  as 
towching  ellections  of  Burgesses.  And  obteyned  Ires  from  both 
the  forenarned  Earles  of  Warwik  and  Leycester.  The  Tenor  wherof  ensueth  viz. 


/'///■:    BLACK     BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 


351 


To  o1'  loving  Ereends  (she    Balif   and    Bui 


Warwik 


the  Eavlea  of  Ley- 
roster  and  Warwiks 
h-fs  for  elecl  ion  of 
principal]  Bur- 

gesses 

Burgesis  chosen 


After  o1'  hartie  comendacions,  wee  have  written  unto  you 

heretofore  towelling  fcbimploynient  of  the  fcowne  monye  according 

to  the  true  meanyng  of  the  givers,  and  also    for  the   orderly 

eleccion   of  the  Balieffs  &  principall  Burgesses  there,  as    the 

woordes  in  yo1' Charter  doo  yrnport.  And.  albeyt  wee  understand 

contrary     to     the     that  uppon  the  receipt  of  or  Ires,  you  haue  wtb  care  made  good 

choyce  of  yo1'  balifs  Yet  the  due  reformacion  in  thelleccion  of 

very  unfit  men  the  said  principall  Burgesses  hathe  bene  hitherto  neglectid,  ffor 

discredit  the  borough     as  wee  bee  credibly  enformed)  some  be  chosen  not  only  contrary 

Lurj  a  l-     ^Q      ,.  Qj^^-te!^  Dut  also  very  unfitt  men,  for  divers  respects  to 

tauts  give  occasion 

to  calie  the  Charter  supplie  the  same  place,  wherby  you  doo  greatly  discreadit  the 
in  question  borough,  Iniury  the  Inhabitants,  and  offer  occasion  to  calle  yo1 

the  1  love  to  the  place  Charter  in  question,  Therfore  being  moued  aswell  by  the  speciall 
their  desire  to  doo  affection  wee  beare  to  the  place,  as  also  wth  the  earnest  desire 
8'0od  wee  haue  to  doo  the  towne  &  the  Inhabitants  therof  that  good 

wee  maye,  Wee  have  thought  good  once  againe  to  put  you  in  mynde  of  o1'  former 
Letters  towching  an  advised  consideracion,  orderly  pcedings  and  the  good 
government  wee  wisshe  to  finde  in  yor  corporacion. 


opynyons  of  the  best  And   for   the   order    of    the   eleccion   of   yor    principall 

learned    towching    burgesses  wee  haue  receiud  the  Opynyons  of  diuers  of  the  best 

ellections  learned  in  the  Lawes  of  this  Eealme,  that  by  yo1'  charter  you 

ought  to  choose  them  by  the  voyces  of  the  Burgesses  of  the  whole  Burrough  or 

the  greatest  part  of  them,  ffor  which  good  &  waightie  respects  wee  doo  earnestly 

request  to  make  a  praye  &  requyre  youe  to  assemble  yo1'  selves  togither,  and  to 
newe  choyce  make  a  newe  choyce  of  the  said  principall  Burgesses  by  the 

general!  voyces  according  to  the  construction  &  meaning  of  yo1'  charter,  wherin  wee 
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.    be     careful]     to     ^°°  u0^  doubt  but  you  wilbe,  very  circumspect  &  carefull    to 

choose  f ytt  wyse  &     preserve  &  make  choyce  of  fitt,  wise  &  discreete  men,  to  the 

said  Romes.  And  to  thend  that  this  o1'  request  might  sorte  to 

t   Sr   Tu...  Lucy     better  effect  wee  haue  desired  o1'  very  freendes  S1'  Thomas  Lucy 

llton     Knight    Edward    Boughton    &   Thomas    Leigh    Esquires    yor 

neighbors  or  some  one  of  them  to  assiste  you  in  the  same  newe 

-  ime  ot  them  to  °  •> 

assist  thellei  election  at  such   convenyent  opportunytie  as  you  shall    have 

notyce  oi  them  or  any  of  them,  to  nomynate  a  tyme  certen  for  that  puipose, 
wherof  wee  pray  you  not  to  faile,  as  youe  will  either  further  the  comon  comoditie 
^  creadit  of  yor  borough,  Or  allowe  &  respect  our  earnest  requestes  made  unto 
you  for  the  good  of  the  Towne  and  in  the  favor  of  youe  all,  So  wee  bid  you 
farewell.  At  the  Court  the  xijth  of  March  1584 

Yo1'  loving  freendes 
R.  Leycester  A.  Warwik 

This  Ire  was  kept  wl  Mr  Brookes  untill  the  xxijth  daye  of  Aprell  1585  and 

then  about  ix  of  the  clock  at  night  brooks  deliuered  the  same  to  M1'  Sheldon  then 

Balief  in  Willm  hicks  house,  saing  here  is  a  Ire  for  you.  This  Ire  so  written  kept 

&  deliuered  Mr  Sheldon  openid  and  myndid  to  have  made  the  principall  Burgesses 

Mr  Boughton  cometh     privie  to  it  on  the  Sonday  following,  But  on  fryday  being  the 

morrowe  after  the  delivery  Mr  Boughton  cam  to  the  towne  to 

the  deliueiy  of  the 

mete  wth  others  of  my  1  of  Warr  officers  sitting  at  Wm  hicks 
house  about  the  setting  of   my    L   landes.    And   on    Saturday 
offreth  him  self  morning  Mr  balif  being  sent  for  to  them  M1*  Boughton  askid  him 

whither  he  had  not  receuid  Lres  from  the  Lordes,  wch  he  said  he  had  receiud  on 
thursday  night  late,  but  his  company  being  from  home,  he  could  not  mak  them 
privy  to  it.  Nay  said  Brooks  being  present  you  mynd  not  to  doo  yt  for  you  regard 
it  not  when  it  was  deliuerid  you,  Mr  Boughton  annswerid  and  said  M1'  Balief  my 
lords  both  are  enformed  that  yo1'  eleccons  of  yor  burgesses  bee  not  as  they  ought 
to  bee  and  that  you  have  hassarded  yor  charter  for  yor  misdoings  woU  they  have 
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to  be  at  a  new  ohoise  care  over.  And  fcherfore  have  earnestly  spoken  bo  me  that  I 
of  mete  men  and  in  should  come  to  you  &  see  a  newe  choice  of  such  as  be  mete  men 
due  order.  ^  ajg0  jn  f-jue  orc|er  by  voyces  of  all  oi"  the  greater  part  of  the 

by  voyces  of  all  townesmen  for  so  the  Lords  are  advertised  by  the  best  lerned  in 

England  yt  ought  to  hee.  And  I  thought  you  wold  have  had  more  care  of  their 
Ires  and  that  I  should  have  found  you  redy  to  their  so  good  &  godly  desires  being 
for  the  comodytie  of  yor  whole  towne  and  for  that  cause  I  came  purposely  to  he 

Mr  Baliefes  Annswer  here  this  day.  To  that  Mr  Balif  annswerid  that  both  he  &  the 
rest  of  the  principall  Burgesses  doo  acknowledge  themselfs  greatly  bound  to  their 
lordshippes  and  wolbe  redy  to  doo  any  thing  mete  &  reasonable  comanded  by 
their  bono''8  but  as  yet  he  hath  not  made  them  privy  to  the  Ires,  for  there  is  not 
past  iiij01'  or  v  of  them  at  home.  And  although  they  were  all  at  home  yet  yt  woold 
ask  long  tyme  to  call  all  the  Inhabitants  togither  wcb  could  not  be  doone  in  a  day 
or  twoo  or  sevenight.  Nevertheles  his  mynd  was  to  have  had  a  hall  on  sonday 

Brooke  replyeth  being  the  next  morrow  and  uppon  conferrens  wf  his  bretherne 

the  principall  Burgesses,  his  wo'ship  should  have  heard  from  them  but  in  so  short 
a  tyme  as  a  day  it  is  not  possible  to  warne  them.  That  is  not  so  said  Brooks  they 
might  have  bene  callid  togither  by  the  officers  in  an  howre  or  twoo,  and  1  dare  tak 
uppon  me  yet  yf  you  will  so  That  you  may  have  enowe  for  this  purpose  wMn  tins 

Brookes  and  his  houre.  wcl1  brooks  might  the  more  boldly  speak  for  be  had  of  his 
frendes  procure  his     owne  auctorytie  that  fryday  before  labored  &  procured  to  be 

colleges  to  be  ready  .  .  .  . 

,,    .  labored  not  so  fewe  as  tourtye  to  come  to  the  crosse  &  to  be 

to  give  their  voyces  J 

in  ellection  there  that  Saturday  morning  by  eight  of  the  clock  to  mak  this 

eleccion  part  of  wch  were  his  old  adherents  and  the  greater  part  men  of  no  value 
estimacion  or  understanding  such  as  in  dede  have  nothing  to  meddle  in  those 
matters  As  wilkyns  his  neighbo1'  &  poore  Stinter  Eichard  Brook  tanner  &  such 
like,  who  in  dede  were  redy  by  the  houre  apointid  and  playd  the  Loyterers  all 
that  morning  Looking  for  that  woh  might  not  bee.  But  agayn  to  come  to  M1' 
Boughton  he  annswerid  (folio  214)  M1'  Balief  that  uppon  the  Lords  speciall 
I  M»-  Bougbtons  offer  comanndm1  he  was  there  and  if  the  eleccion  might  be  made 
agayn  according  to  their  desires  be  woold  be  with  him  that  day  which 
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was  the  day  apointid  for  yt.  And  if  it  could  not  bo  that  day,  he  could  not  come 
agayn  for  be  had  busynes  for  my  L  of  Leicester  in  Wales  whither  he  must  goo  on 
mondav  or  tuesday  follow  ing,  and  could  not  return  untill  after  michilmas  therfore 
if  any  thing  sbalbe  doon  that  day  he  could  be  w'  them  otherwise  not,  Mr  Balif 
Mr Balifs annswere  annswerid  that  it  was  not  possible  to  call  the  people  togither 
that  day  and  besides  he  had  not  made  his  company  privy,  And  therfore  besought 
his  worshipp  to  give  them  tyme  to  annswer  untill  monday  or  tuesday,  and  in  the 
meane  tyme  he  woold  call  a  hall,  and  theruppon  his  wo'shipp  should  hear  from 
them.  Well  saitb  he  I  see  you  little  regard  yor  owne  benefit  or  the  lords  writings 
and  so  for  that  tyme  deptid. 

„  ,.,  „  On  the  morrowe  being  sonday  M1'  Balif  appointid  a  hall 

the    Balif    Burgessi  s  °  J  L  c 

and  mam-  Com-  whither  came  the  most  part  of  the  principall  Burgesses  and 
oners  mete  to  there  the  Lre  was  redd  to  them  wheruppon  it  was  thought  very 
dei-ofthesires  clanngerous  &  very  inconvenyent  to  have  any  such  ellection 
untill  the  towne  might  be  advised  by  their  Lerned  counsell  Nevertheles  yt  was 
agreid  that  a  nombr  of  the  most  honest  &  best  sort  of  thinhabitants  should  be 
callid  togither  to  feele  their  myndes  howe  they  were  affectid  towards  the 
principall  burgesses  &  whither  they  were  desirous  of  any  newe  choice  or  displacing 
of  those  put.  And  theruppon  Mr  Balif  sending  for  the  constables  &  such  w*in 
euery  ward  as  he  thought  mete  there  came  togither  to  the  nombr  of  iiijxx  or  more 
unto  whom  the  matters  being  openid  &  they  willid  to  speak  their  mynds  freely. 
the  Answere  of  the  they  wf  one  voyce  said  that  they  had  good  liking  both  of  Mr 
Comonera  Balief  &  all  the  principall  Burgesses  nowe  being  &  knewe  no 

cause  wdiie  they  should  think  otherwise,  and  so  desired  them  all  to  think  of 
them.  Then  the  Lords  lies  were  redd  and  they  all  semid  to  mislike  wl  him  that 
was  the  pmer  and  thought  no  reason  to  have  such  maner  of  ellection  trusting 
that  Mr  Balif  &  his  company  had  doone  and  wold  doo  acording  to  the  charter. 

Mr  l^ou"iiton  cometh  ^n  fc'Le  tuesday  following  Mr  Boughton  having  appointu. 

agayu  comoned  w     a   court    baron    to    be  kept    in  the  Castell  for  my  1  of    Warr 

Tenannts,  the  rather  bicause  he  was  lately  made  Steward  of  my 
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I,  lands  and  had  kept  no  court  there  before  that  tyme,  he  came  to  Warwik  into 
tlu'  Castell,  And  there  after  a  while  he  talkid  agayne  w1  M1'  Balief  where  then 
was  present  John  ffisher  &  divers  of  the  principal!  Burgesses  And  then  he  said  to 
M1'  balif  I  Lookid  to  have  heard  from  you  towching  my  Lords  lies  for  you  told  me 
that  you  woold  have  a  hall  and  then  send  me  word  when  I   should  come  to  yor 

MrBalifs  atinswere  elleetion,  Sr  said  M1'  Balief  I  did  promise  youe  that  1  woold 
have  a  hall  X-  make  my  company  privye  fco  my  lords  Ires,  and  that  you  should  bee 
advertised  from  us  whither  their  should  he  election  or  otherwise  But  you  also 
sayd  that  you  must  goo  out  of  the  Gountrey  and  except  their  might  be  elleetion 
that  Saturday  you  could  not  tarry.  Aud  I  have  callid  my  bretherue  togither  &  a 
good  noinbr  of  the  honest  comoners  and  considered  of  my  Lls  requests  and  1  fynd 
them  not  willing  to  have  any  newe  choice  and  somuch  I  woold  have  synified 
unto  you  if  I  had  knowen  yor  wo'ship  had  bene  at  home,  but  I  thought  that  you 

Mr  Boughton  repHeth  had  bene  gone  towards  Wales.  Well  said  Mr  Boughton  it 
appeareth  howe  litle  you  regard  of  yo1'  estate,  and  of  the  good  favo1'  the  Lords 
beare  unto  you  aswell  by  this  as  by  the  maner  of  receving  of  their  Lres  but  it  is 
no  matter  for  if  you  will  have  no  more  care  for  yo1'  owne  good  &  comon  wealth 
you  shall  see  what  will  come  of  it.  But  my  lords  shall  understand  that  I  have 
bene  here  redy  to  doo  that  they  have  comanndid.  Then  was  it  annswerid  that  it 
is  inent  that  my  Lords  shalbe  annswerid  and  of  the  mynde  of  the  townesmen  so 
as  wee  trust  there  good  Lls  shalbe  satisfied.  Well  agods  name  saith  M1'  Boughton 
but  if  you  write  to  them  I  pray  youe  Let  them  know  that  I  was  redy  to  have 
done  my  duety.  Yes  said  Mr  Balief,  that  shalbe  done,  and  so  for  that  day  an  end. 

the      Lonlea       ires  Hereuppon  yfc   was    thought    good    that  the  Lords    Ires 

ansuerid  should  be  annswerid  wherby  either  they  might  be  satisfied  or 

quetid  for  the  tyme.  And  therfore  a  Lre  was  devised  the  tenor  wherof  ensueth. 

To  the  most  honorable  Lords  Eobart  Earle  of 
Leycester  Lord  Steward  of  the  queues  mates  most  honorable 
household,  And  Ambrose,  Earle  of  Warwik  twoo  of  her  mats 
most  honorable  privy  counsaill 
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The  copye  of  the  Ires  Our  bounden  dueties  most  humbly  pmised  It  may  like 

the    Balif    and     yQr  m0st  noble  lis  tunderstand  That  yo1'  honorable  Lres  of  the 

xii"  of  March  were  delivevid  here  at  Warwik  on  thursday  night 
former  Ires  rec  from 

tlierles of  Warr and     ^ie  *xijth  of  Aprell  instant,  The  which  were  made  knowen  unto 
Leyc  some  of  us  by  M1'  Balif  the  morrowe  after  being  fryday.   On 

which  day  also  Mr  Edward  Boughton  came  to  Warwik  expecting  a  newe 
ellection  of  the  principall  Burgesses  of  the  same  towne  But  for  that  the  tyme  was 
so  soden  X"  short,  as  the  thing  could  not  be  considerately  doone  as  yo1'  desires  is 
and  also  for  that  divers  of  the  company  were  then  absent,  and  for  other  great 
consideracions,  such  as  wee  trust  wilbe  allowid  of  by  yo1'  noble  wisdomes,  wee 
did  forbeare  to  procede  therm  untill  wee  might  satisfie  yo1'  honorable  lis  other- 
wise whan  yo1'  good  pleasures  may  be  to  grannt  us  favorable  Audyence,  which 
wee  most  humbly  &  hartely  beseche  wl  such  convenient  celeritie  as  to  yor  most 
grave  wisdomes  shalbe  thought  metest.  In  the  meane  tyme  acknoleging  o1'  selves 
most  bounden  for  yo1'  grcious  care  towardes  the  good  estate  of  the  said  poore 
towne  &  the  contynuance  therof  wee  rest  in  dayly  prayers  to  almightie  god  to 
blesse  all  yo1'  most  noble  accions.  Warwik  the  xxvjUl  of  Aprell  1585 

Yor  honors  most  humble  at  comanndmt 

nota.  the  cause  whie  therle  of  Leycester 

was  herin  placed  before  his  elder  Brother  was  in 
respect  of  dignity  of  office,  being  for  the  tyme  of 
Parliament  L  steward. 

w     „,   ,,        „  .,.  .(folio  215)  In  Easter  fcerme  following  it  was  thought  mete  to  send 

Mr    Sheldon     Baihef  x  '  °  ° 

and  others  vide  to  UPP  some  of  the  company  bothe  to  conferre  wl  counsaill  lernid 
London  to  satisfie  and  also  to  satisfie  the  said  Lordes  wheruppon  it  was  agreid 
that  some  of  the  principall  Burgesses  should  goo  upp  and  also 
some  of  the  second  company  &  other  honest  comoners.  Of  the  principall 
Burgesses  it  was  appointid  that  M1'  Sheldon  Balif  should  goo.  John  ffisher  Willm 
ffrekultou  &  John  Rigeley  besides  them  M1'  Bichard  ffisher  Eichard  Townesend 
Thomas  Powell  having  busynes  of  their  owne  there  did  promise  to  ayd  the  Bailief 
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&  rest  the  besl  1 1 1< ■  \  could  of  the  eomoners  M''  VVorcetor  henry  chaplen  Willm 
Loson  Leonard  holmes,  yt  fell  so  out  that  John  ffisher  was  taken  w1  his  disseas 
that  he  could  not  goo.  But  M1  Balief  &  Liu;  rest  went  upp,  though  scatteringlj 
and  the  most  of  them  being  there  applied  their  owne  businesse  so  as  M'  Balief 
said  he  had  litle  help  of  them  more  then  of  M1  Etigeley  M'  Efrekulton  &  M1  Loson, 
Long  it  was  erre  M1'  Balief  might  speak  w1  either  of  the  Lordes  lor  Therle  of 
Warwik  was  very  sick,  &  not  to  be  trowblid  w1  any  busynesse,  my  L  of  Leycester 
greatly  occupied  in  matters  of  state  &  came  seldome  abrode.  Therfore  it  sernid 
good  to  M1*  Balief  &  such  as  were  wl  him  to  prepare  a  supplicacion,  and  so  to 
move  the  cause  to  my  Lords  wch  M1'  Sheldon  drew.  The  copy  wherof  ensuith 

To  the  right  honorable   o1'   very  good  lordes    The 

Earles  of  Warwik  &  Leicester 

A  Coine  of  a  suppli-  Our   humble    dueties    to  yol"  bono1'8  remembrid    wfc   our 

cacion  exhibioa  by     contynuall  &  daylie  prayers  for  the  good  estate  of  yo1'  Lord- 

M>-     Sheldon     to     shippes  being  next  under  god  and  her  matie  o1'  speciall  Patrones 

and  defenders.  Wee  have  recevid  yo1'  honorable  Lies  purporting 

on  Informacion  to  yo1'  honors  that  by  or  negligence  oure  principall  Burgesses  of 

your  towne  of   Warwik  should  be  chosen  contrary  to  ov  charter  but  also  very 

unlitt  men  for  divers  respectes  appoiutid  to  supplie  those  places,  with  yo1'  honors 

further  admonicion  towching  an  advised  consideracion  &  orderly  proceading  in 

the  Eleccion  of  the  said  principall  Burgesses,  and  the  good  government  of  or 

said  corporacion,  ffor  which  yo1'  honorable  &  favorable  Lies  As  wee  acknolege 

our  selves  greatly  bound  to  yo1'  lis  for  the  same.  So  wee  protest  wee  never  had 

purpose  or  wille  to  infringe  o1'  said  charter  or  doo  anything  to  inislike  either  of 

yo1'  honors.  And  if  any  thing  have  passid  contrary  to  o1'  charter,  or  to  yo1'  Us 

mislike,    wee    assure    yor   lis  it    hathe  pcedid  of  ignorance  &  not  of   will.  But 

forasmuch  as  wee  are  informed  by  o1'  Learned  Counsell  that  wee  have  made 

choice  of  o1'  principall  Burgesses  according  to  Lawe  and  the  poynts  of  o1'  Charter 

wee  most  humbly  beseche  yo1'  honors  to  comytt  the  hearing  and  examynacion  of 

our  doings  herein  and  the  consideracion  of  o1"  Charter  to  M1'  Srjannt  Cawdye  M1' 

Sergeant  Puckering  and  M1'  Solicito1'  or  any  twoo  of  them  or  to  such   others 


358  THE     BLACK    BOOK    OF     WARWICK. 

learned  in  the  lawes  as  yov  lis  shall  lyke  uppon  whose  reaport  wee  shalbe  ready 
to  parforme  what  soever  hath  bene  mistaken  through  ignorannce  with  the 
eontynuall  prayers  of  us  and  all  the  Inhabitants  of  yor  said  Towne  of  Warwik 
for  the  long  &  prosperous  estate  of  yor  good  lis 

Yo'  honors  humble  Orators  The  Balif 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 
Warwik 

my  L  therle  of  Leyor  This  supplicacion  was  deliured  to  therle  of  Leycester  by 

usitii  clivers speches  Mr  Robart  Sheldon  Balif  &  M1'  John  Rigeley  in  Leycester  garden 
at  London  on  ffryday  before  Whitsonday  1585,  where  my  lord 
gave  some  hard  speches  to  M1'  Balief  nevertheles  afterwardes  more  gentlier  willid 
him  to  come  to  the  court  to  him  where  he  should  knowe  his  further  pleasure, 
and  appointid  him  to  be  there  on  the  sonday  following,  where  they  attendid  and 
after  long  wayting  yt  pleasid  my  lord  to  use  very  honorable  &  favorable 
countennce  &  speche  towards  both  him  &  the  towne  &  then  referrid  untill  an 
other  tyme  But  in  thend  it  pleased  my  Lord  to  send  them  woord  by  M1'  Moore 

my  1  therle  of  Leyc1-  his  barbo1-  that  they  should  no  longer  attend  but  goo  whome  & 
semedtobe satisfied  Look  to  the  good  goverment  of  his  charge,  Aud  he  woold  stand 
good  Lord  unto  them  in  what  they  had  nede  to  use  him,  and  that  he  was 
satisfied. 

This  notw^tondino-  could  not  stop  Brookes  his  malice, 

Brookes        procureth  °  _ 

ot  ,■  L-Lresfrom  my     but  he  peeving  that  my  lord  therle  of  Leicester  grewe  werye  of 
L  tiierle   of    War-     thes  idle  accusacions,  goeth  to  one  Mr  Stanley  x\udito1'  to  therle 
of  Warwik  and  settith  him  on  against  the  towne  and  pcureth 
him  to  get  my  L  of  Warwiks  hand  to  an  other  Lre.  The  tenor  wherof  ensueth 

To  the  Balief  and  Burgesses  of  Warwik  give  thes. 
the  copye  of  my  L  of  Having  heretofore  togither  wth  my  brother  written  unto 

you   severall   Lies   touching  the    orderly    Imployments    of    the 
towne  money  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  gevers  of  the  same,  and  also 
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concerning  the  due  ellection  of  the  principal]  twirgesses  there  according  fco  the 
charter  woh  of  long  tyme  in  that  poynt  hath  bene  by  the  frowardnesse  of  some  of 
you  much  abused.  And  in  the  same  other  Ires  to  thend  yov  newe  election  mighi 
tak  heller  effect,  wee  did  lett  you  knowe,  that  we  had  desyreel  Sr  Thomas  Lucy, 
Edward  Houghton  &  Thomas  Leigh  Esquires  yo1'  neighbo1'8  to  he  present  at  the 
same.  Wherin  wee  now  finde  by  good  advertisement  that  you  liave  doone  nothing, 
neither  regarding  o1'  form1'  Ires  nor  respecting  the  creadit  of  yo1'  selves,  nor  the 
comon  comodytie  of  the  Borough,  But  making  light  reconing  of  o1'  earnest  request, 
&  of  M1'  Boughtons  offer  to  be  present  at  yo1'  ellection  as  he  was  required  by  us. 
Wherby  albeyt  you  have  given  us  sufficient  cause  to  think  that  such  men  as 
delight  in  mysdoing,  and  denyeug  o1'  earnest  desire  to  doo  the  towne  good,  and 
offer  us  occasion  to  bring  you  to  good  order  by  other  meanes  then  by  requestes 
wch  (if  this  may  serve)  wee  are  lothe  to  attempt,  I  therfore  yet  once  againe  in 
former  sorte  requyre  you,  that  you  assemble  yo1"  selves  togither,  and  make  a  light 
choyce  of  yor  principall  Burgesses  by  the  generall  or  more  parte  of  the  voyces  of 
the  burgesses  of  the  whole  Borough  as  the  Lawe  doth  warrannt  &  appoynt  youe 
by  yo1'  charter  to  doo.  At  which  ellection  ones  againe  I  desire  &  require  youe 
that  the  said  Ed.  Boughton  may  bee  present,  by  whose  meanes  it  may  tak  the 
better  effect,  And  that  also  he  may  appoint  &  give  notice  unto  you  of  the  tyme 
when  the  same  shalbee,  wherof  you  will  not  faile  (folio  216)  if  youe  make 
accompt  of  my  favo1'  or  bee  desirous  of  good  goverment  of  the  towne,  Of  which  I 
will  be  carefull  and  bring  youe  to  reforme  yo1'  mysordered  doings  if  herin  youe 
bee  negligent,  ffare  ye  well  from  Northall  the  xth  of  July  1585 

Yo1'  Loving  freend 

A.  Warwik 

This  Ire  M1"  Boughton  sent  to  M1'  Bobart  Sheldon  by  Bichard  Griffin  the 
xxth  day  of  July,  M1'  Boughton  himself  &  other  therles  officers  being  presently  in 
the  towne. (a) 

(a)  What  was  the  end  of  this  matter  does  not  appear,  as  there  are  no  further  entries  with 
regard  to  it  in  the  Black  Book.  Perhaps,  as  on  a  former  occasion  M1'  Fisher's  pen  was  weary,  or 
perhaps  the  recurrence  of  the  sickness  to  which  he  was  suhject,  j3revented  him  from  continuing 
the  narrative. 
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Uppon  consideracion  of  the  charter  of  Corporacion    of 
the  Balieff  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Warwik,  wee  thynk 


Counsel's  opinion  on  the  Chaktek. 

The    Gopye    of    the  Domini  I  1585 

opyuyon  of  .livers  Octauo  Augusti  Anno  Be  Eliz  J     27 

lerned  Lawyers 
wheruutothey  have 
subscribed  touch- 
ing   the    poynt    iu 

question  that  the  principall  Burgesses  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  greater 

Warwick  Burgh  part  of  the  com  en  counsell  of  the  said  Borough  which  comen 

counsell  are  the  Balieff  and  the  principall  Burgesses  for  the  tyme  being  who  by 
the  Charter  have  (as  wee  think)  the  onely  auctorytie  for  all  Actes  and 
Ordvnannces,  for  the  better  direction  &  ordering  of  the  men,  the  cawses,  the 
thinges,  &  the  affayres  of  the  said  Borough  (except  onely  concerning  such  matters 
wherin  by  speciall  woordes  of  the  same  charter  any  other  are  mencioned  to 
entermeddle)  as  in  the  clause  of  the  choice  of  the  Bailief  is  mencioned  that  the 
other  men  it  Inhabitants  of  the  borrough  may  make  the  eleccion,  But  for  the 
choyce  of  the  principall  Burgesses  wee  fynde  in  the  charter  no  mencyon  of  any 
other  to  entermeddle  therwth.  In  which  o1'  opynyon  wee  are  the  better  confirmed 
for  that  wee  are  advertised,  That  at  all  tymes  since  the  making  of  the  charter, 
the  principall  Burgesses  have  bene  so  electid.  And  wee  thinke  that  if  they  shoulde 
make  theire  election  otherwise,  yt  woolde  be  danngerous  unto  the  Corporacion, 
And  many  Inconveniences  mightarryse  therof 

Thomas  pagytt 
Edward  heron 
ffranc  morgan 

Thes  abovenamed  gentlemen  and  others  having  bene  of  counsell  wl  the 
towue  did  alwa\es  encorage  the  Balief  and  Burgesses  that  thellection  of 
principall  Burgesses  was  to  be  doone  by  the  comon  counsell  for  the  tyme  wcb  bee 
only  the  principall  Burgesses  wtu  the  Balief  And  that  they  have  power  to  make 
Leaces  &c,  wcL  made  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  to  forbeare  any  newe  ellections  at 
the  Lordes  requests.  And  of  that  opynion  also    was    M1    Egerton  the   quenes 
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Solicit d1'  M.r  Owen  before  Remernbrid  M1'  haurys  of  the  [nner  Temple,  who  argued 
that  point  before  M1'  Sufce  &  Mr  Gawdye  Justices  of  Assises  as  herafter  slialbe 
remernbrid,  And  uppon  hearing  of  a  fcriall  for  the  tuithes  of  Budbrook  in 
fchesche$r  bhe  Loud  chief  Baron  S1'  Roger  Manwood  uttered  his  opinyon  acordingly, 
and  sins  that  tyme  M1'  Beaumond  bath  so  thought  also.  And  to  the  foreremembrid 
note  did  AP  Thomas  Walnest  Sergeant  AP  Richard  Bhutcleworth  S'jant  &  Mr 
Cristofer  Yelverton  subscribe  as  may  appere  by  the  said  note 

(folio  217)  Bond  dated  27th  of  June  1591  from  Balph  Hockenhull  of  Chalfont  St 
Peter  in  the  County  of  Bucks  Esq.  to  the  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  of  Warwick  the 
condition  of  which  was  that  if  the  said  Balph  Hockenhull  should  pay  to  the 
Bailiff  and  Burgesses  such  sums  of  money  as  Sir  Henry  Goodier  Knight  and  John 
Puckering  should  assess  to  be  due  from  Richard  Brook  to  the  Bailiff  and 
Burgesses  then  the  obligation  should  be  void  otherwise  of  full  force. 

Then  follows  this  memorandum. 

Md  that  this  was  deliued  by  M1'  Horkenhull  to  M1'  Sergeat  Puckering  to 
the  use  of  ye  Bayliue  and  burgesses  of  Warr  as  an  escrowe  to  be  his  deed  &  soe 
to  be  deliued  as  his  deed  to  ye  saide  Bayliue  and  burgesses  when  there  shalbe 
any  lease  or  leases  passed  under  the  great  Seale  of  England  of  the  Castell  mylles 
and  Temple  farme  in  Warr  by  any  meanes  consent  or  pcurem1  of  the  said  Mr 
Hockenhull  or  Richard  Brook  or  anie  other  in  theire  or  eith1"  of  theire  behalf e.  (a) 

John  Fisher's  last  speeches. 
(On  folio  189  is  the  following  memorandum) 

Memorand  that  Mr  Jhon  ffisher  in  the  laste  speaches  wch  ever  he  delivered 

unto  mee  towchinge  temporall  affaires  uttered  these  words,  The  Q  :  is  to  have 

26s  8d  out  of  the  friers  for  that  the  lande  was  given  to  the  L.  of  warwicke  the 

towne  to  receave  3s  4d  in  respecte  of  the  tithe  yeaiiie 

W.  Spicer 

(a)  Some  proceedings  in  Chancery  seeni,  according  to  the  above,  to  have  been  going  on 
between  the  Town  and  Richard  Brook,  but  there  is  nothing  to  shew  whether  they  arose  from  or 
had  any  connection  with  the  matters  rjreviously  related. 
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Thomas  Staunton  of  Longbkidgb. 
,  .   (folio  L90)  Be  vt  remembrid  That  uppon  complaynt  marie  by  the 

Thomas  Slanntou  his  v  •  .  , 

practise  towchin"  tennts  of  longbridge  namely  Richard  ffyshei-  Tenannt  of  tke#Earle 
the  tytb  ncie  in  of  Warwiks  ferme  and  demanes  Thomas  Saunders  a  freeholder 
Bareford  meadowe     Willm  Boyes  a  tennt  to  M1'  Bewfoo  (  )  Wylmo1'  tennt  to 

Thomas  Saunders  And  John  Bykar  one  of  the  fermors  of  the  tithes  of  corne  &  hey 
in  longbridge  ffor  that  Thomas  Stanton  of  Longbridge  aforesaid  had  more  than  a 
yere  sithens  digged  upp  a  meere  stone  stonding  in  the  meadowe  callid  Bareford(a) 
meadowe  being  parcell  of  the  Lordship  of  Warwik  which  stone  had  bene  pitched 
many  yeres  sithens  as  a  meare  to  limytt  and  bounde  the  meadowe  then  the 
freehold  of  Mr  Clement  Throkmorton  esquire  from  the  meadowe  being  the 
freeholde  of  the  Balief  and  Burgesses  of  Warwik  in  the  said  Bareford  meadowe 
callid  the  tithe  acre  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Staunton  having  prchasid  the  said 
pcell  of  meadowe  sometyme  Mr  Throkinortons  had  removed  the  said  stone  out  of 
his  right  place  to  the  great  preiudice  of  the  freeholders  &  occupiers  of  the  said 
meadowe  And  nowe  presently  that  the  said  Thomas  Stanton  had  privately 
without  calling  any  of  the  freeholders  or  their  tennts  measured  out  &  lottid  euery 
tennts  doles  or  porcions  as  plesid  him  without  their  knoweleidges  and  also  had 
caused  the  gresse  of  part  of  the  said  tithe  acre  to  be  mowed  downe  by  his  owne 
moyers  as  his  owne  and  apointid  the  tithe  acre  to  lie  in  an  other  place  by  his 
assigm1  to  the  dishenheriting  of  the  said  Balief  &  Burgesses  and  their  successours 
and  to  the  no  litle  trowble  &  disorder  of  all  other  Tenauuts  there.  This  mondaye 
being  the  ixtb  daye  of  Julye  1582  in  the  xxiiijth  yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  souereigne 
Ladye  Quene  Elizabeth  Thomas  Powell  nowe  Balief  of  the  said  Borough  of 
Warwik  and  also  being  Balief  &  Reeve  of  the  right  honorable  Lord  Ambrose 
Eurle  of  Warwik  John  ffisher  Stewarde  of  the  said  Borough  of  Warwik  calling 
unto  them  Richard  Townesend  Thomas  Jenkes  John  Ridgeley  &  Roger  hurlebut 
principall  Burgesses  of  the  said  borough  and  also  henry  Chaplen  Robart  west  Tho. 
Chapman  assistants  to  the  said  principall  Burgesses  went  into  the  said  meadowe 
callid  Barford  meadowe   Whither   the    said   Thomas    Stanton   Richard   ffysher 

(aj  Barford  is  a  large  village  three  miles  to  the  South  of  Warwick. 
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Thomas  Saunders  .V  I  )  wilmore  being  sent  for  &  present  but  Wra  Boyes  was 

absent  The  said  Bailief  &  Burgesses  &  others  did  see  the  stone  being  in  length 
about  five  foot  by  estimacion,  lieng  uppon  the  grounde  distant  from  the  hole 
wherin  hit  before  had  bene  stonding  And  there  the  said  Thomas  Staunton  being 
demaundid  whither  he  had  diggid  upp  and  removed  the  same  stone  or  not  he 
confessid  that  he  had  diggid  yt  up  and  Laid  yt  there  And  being  demaundid  whie 
be  so  had  doone  transgressing  not  onely  the  Lawe  of  this  land  but  also  goddes 
Lawe  he  aunswerid  that  he  had  doone  nothing  but  what  was  lawfull  for  him  to 
doo  And  being  said  unto  that  yt  was  not  Lawfull  for  any  man  to  remove  a  meare 
stone  &  landmark  he  aunswered  that  stone  should  be  no  meare  sbone  for  yt  stoode 
within  his  owne  grounde  &  freeholde  And  that  being  denied  by  all  the  neighbours 
&  tenaunts  there  all  they  affirmed  that  yt  was  a  meare  stone  sett  there  about 
xviij  yeres  passid  by  the  comaundement  &  apointmt  of  Mr  Clement  Tbrokmorton 
then  being  surveyo1'  genall  of  all  the  quenes  mats  lands  in  Warwikshire  and  then 
being  also  owner  and  tenaunt  of  that  piece  or  pcell  of  meadowe  which  nowe  the 
said  Tho.  Stanton  bathe,  and  the  said  stone  was  theire  pitched  &  sett  to  be  a 
meare  betwene  the  said  Mr  Throkmorton  &  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  of  VVarwik 
who  have  lieng  next  to  the  said  parcell  of  meadowe  one  acre  of  meadowe  callid 
the  tithe  acre  And  the  said  tithe  acre  dooth  couteyne  in  bredth  foure  poles  and 
so  by  that  messure  abuttith  right  against  the  dich  that  cometh  downe  from 
Longbridge  ward.  But  the  said  Tho.  Staunton  confessing  that  the  said  Balief  and 
Burgesses  ought  to  have  an  acre  thereabouts  denietb  that  it  should  come  west- 
ward in  bredth  so  fane  as  to  the  hole  where  the  stone  had  stood  but  said  that  it 
ought  to  be  from  the  place  where  the  stone  nowe  lieth  and  so  to  have  foure  pooles 
forward  estward  in  Bredth  And  affirmed  that  somuch  they  nowe  have  allowed 
them  by  this  last  messuring  set  furth  But  all  the  rest  of  the  freeholders  Tenants 
&  neigbbo1'8  there  affirmed  that  it  ought  to  bee  from  the  hole  or  place  where  the 
stone  had  stood  forward  toward  the  east  and  so  to  ioyne  to  the  lott  of  meadowe 
of  my  lord  of  Warwik  nowe  in  the  tenure  of  Richard  ffisher  here  uppon  the 
comon  poole  of  Longbridge  by  which  all  theire  medowes  were  mesured  was  sent 
for,  And  being  laid  at  the  myddes  of  the  hole  wherin  the  stone  had  stood,  the 
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said  poole  reachid  estward  iust  to  the  middell  part  of  tlie  nether  end  of  the  said 
stone  as  uowe  it  lieth,  wherin  was  nofcid  some  fraudulent  devise  of  the  said 
staunton  to  gett  a  pole  of  meadowe  to  his  other  pcell  of  meadowe  wherwtb  the 
said  Staunton  being  burthened  aunswerid  that  he  had  done  nothing  hut  what 
was  law  tall  tor  him  to  doo,  ffor  lie  had  taken  no  more  then  his  ovvne  &  that  he 
woold  keape  And  being  demaundid  whie  hee  woold  say  yt  to  be  his  ovvne  sethens 
he  had  purchasid  no  more  then  that  M1'  Throkmorton  had  and  M1'  Throkmorton 
never  had  nor  required  any  more  or  further  then  to  the  said  hole  where  the  stone 
had  bene  pitchid  he  aunswered  that  M1"  Throkmorton  was  a  gentleman  and  might 
doo  with  his  owne  as  pleasid  him  and  might  loose  some  of  his  ovvne  if  he  woold 
but  he  woold  not  so  doo  for  he  knevve  it  was  his  owne  &  he  woold  have  yt  To  that 
it  was  aunswerid  that  Mr  Throkmorton  was  (folio  191)  a  gentleman  in  deed  but 
yet  such  a  good  husbond  as  woold  not  lose  any  part  of  his  freeholde  besides  that 
he  had  sufficient  knowleige  by  the  bookes  of  survey  &  other  auncient  recordes  to 
knowe  howe  farre  his  owne  stretchid  And  withall  he  was  a  man  of  sufficient 
creadit  &  auctorytie  a  Justice  of  peace  and  of  great  living  and  therefore  liable  to 
defend  his  light  and  therto  knowen  to  have  a  will  to  hold  his  owne  and  therfore 
it  cold  not  be  thought  but  that  he  had  apointid  the  merestone  to  be  placid  to  his 
owne  comoditie  &  others  without  any  such  preiudice  to  himself.  And  as  to  that 
that  the  said  Stanton  said  he  woold  have  yt  It  was  afirmed  there  that  the  fermors 
of  the  tithes  of  the  balief  and  Burgesses  of  Warwik  ever  hitherto  so  farre  as  any 
man  can  remembr  had  the  said  acre  in  bredth  from  the  said  hole  foure  pole 
eastward  And  that  being  so  it  was  no  reason  That  they  should  be  put  from  or 
dishenheritid  which  the  said  stanton  denied  to  goo  about  but  said  that  they 
should  have  their  full  measure  still  but  it  must  be  where  he  had  apointid  Emongs 
other  speches  It  was  said  that  there  is  or  had  bene  of  late  an  other  mere  stone 
lieug  at  the  nether  end  of  the  said  meadowe  next  unto  Avon  side  which  had  bene 
sett  many  yeres  past  without  memory  of  man  which  woold  be  some  rule  to  the 

.  hich  stone  being  diligently  lookid  for  could  not  be  nowe  found  And  all  the 
tenaunts  there  affirmed  that  it  had  bene  stonding  there  &  seene  within  twoo 

past  and  said  that  it  was  a  great  stone  and  Eicherd  flisher  affirmed  that  he 
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had  often  sitten  downe  uppon  it,  to  rest  him,  this  stone  can  not  be  found  And 
Thomas  Saunders  said  that  he  thought  that  he  that  had  removed  the  one  had 
taken  the  other  away  also  To  that  Staunton  aunswered  he  had  not  taken  it  away 
but  had  them  goo  lock  it  if  they  woold  have  yt  And  being  demaundid  howe  he 
thought  it  should  be  gone  the  said  Staunton  said  it  might  be  that  souk;  anglers 
comyng  by  Avon  side  should  pluck  it  up  to  look  for  woormes  under  yt  orells  he 
knewe  not  what  should  be  come  of  yt  which  was  taken  to  be  but  a  weak  reason. 
But  after  much  tyme  spent  &  many  frivolous  woordes  the  said  Stanton  said  this 
is  long  of  Mr  Eic.  ffisher  &  his  neighbo'*  Saunders  who  could  never  hold  themselfes 
contentid  and  yet  they  did  as  much  wrong  as  he  did  and  had  as  much  for  their 
porcions  as  he  had,  &  so  grewe  to  further  speaches  wheiin  as  well  the  said  Tho. 
Stanton  as  Mr  ffisher  &  Tho.  Saunders  confessid  that  there  was  in  that  callid 
Bareford  meadowe  a  certen  overplus  of  mesure  more  than  the  crtenty  of  their 
tenures  lymittid  which  overplus  had  bene  used  to  be  devidid  emongs  those  three 
viz  Mr  ffisher  Tho  Stanton  &  Tho.  Saunders  and  the  said  Stanton  said  that  he 
had  in  his  last  deviding  and  mesuring  laid  out  the  parts  of  the  said  Mr  ffisher  & 
Tho.  Saunders  and  had  taken  this  pole  lieng  next  to  himself  for  his  overplus 
which  he  thought  to  be  more  comodiose  for  him  and  no  losse  to  any  other  neither 
to  M1'  Balief  &  the  towne  But  yt  was  aunswered  by  John  ffisher  that  removing 
must  nedes  be  losse  &  in  thend  dishenheriting  of  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  And 
therfore  by  consent  of  Mp  Balief  &  others  present  the  said  ffisher  willid  John 
Bikar  being  the  fermo1'  of  the  tithe  acre  to  gather  the  gresse  mowed  by  Th. 
Stanton  his  moyers  from  the  hole  eastward  in  such  manor  as  before  he  had  used 
to  doo  and  not  to  meddle  any  further  Estward  then  the  bredth  of  the  acre  And 
the  said  bredth  was  mesured  at  bothe  the  endes  &  withie  boughes  stickid  downe. 
And  then  the  said  Staunton  demaundid  howe  he  should  be  allowed  his  part  of 
the  overplus.  And  that  was  left  to  be  taken  as  before  it  had  bene  used  Wherunto 
Mr  Powell  on  the  behalf  of  my  lord  of  Warwik  said  yt  was  the  lords  &  that  he 
woold  take  a  leace  of  yt.  And  M1'  Bic.  ffisher  fermo1"  to  the  Lord  said  that  the 
overplus  of  measure  was  promised  to  him  by  my  Lords  snrveyors  But  in  the  end 
they  both  were  contentid  that  for  this  tyme  it  should  goo  as  before  it  had  bene 
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used  And  thevuppon  Thomas  Staunton  yeldid  to  the  said  John  bykar  the  gvesse 
from  the  said  hole  And  the  movers  of  the  said  Stanton  being  mowing  uppon 
the  said  Stanton's  piece  &  uppon  part  of  the  said  tithe  acre  clamed  by  the  said 
Stanton  were  dischargid  &  willid  not  to  fall  the  grease  stonding  toward  Aven  side 
uppon  the  said  tithe  acre,  not  that  they  should  mowe  any  further  then  to  the 
uttermost  part  of  the  said  Th.  Stauntons  piece  as  it  was  then  of  newe  troden  out. 
But  awhile  alter  the  said  Staunton  contrary  to  that  he  had  before  pmised  said 
that  he  woold  fall  the  vest  of  the  gresse  &  tak  it  as  his  owne  so  farre  in  bredth 
as  he  had  begonne  unles  that  the  rest  of  the  tennts  of  that  meadowe  woold  come 
to  him  to  see  the  meadowe  that  day  mesured  agayne  and  that  his  porcion  for  the 
overplus  might  be  laid  out  &  apointid  to  him  and  that  being  promised  he  promised 
agayne  that  the  said  John  Biker  should  quietly  enioy  the  tithe  acre  where  it  had 
bene  used  And  his  promise  was  made  to  Jo.  Biker  by  the  said  Stanton  in  the 
hearyng  of  John  ffisber  Bicherd  Townesend  Boger  hurlebut  Bobart  west  Thomas 
Saunders. 

Yf  this  maner  of  leyng  out  by  Th.  Stauntons  mesure  &  alotm1  had  bene 
suffered  Then  the  tithe  acre  should  have  bene  laid  on  part  of  my  lord  of  Warwiks 
lond  And  my  lord  of  Warwik  should  have  bene  laid  uppon  Tho.  Saunders  lond  & 
so  Tho.  Saunders  agayn  laid  uppon  my  lord  of  warr.  And  so  brought  all  out  of 
order  &  crtenty  to  all  their  great  detryments  and  the  comoditie  only  to  the  said 
Stanton  wynnyug  the  fourth  part  of  an  acre  ioynid  to  his  freehold. 

(folio  192)  And  further  yt  is  to  be  remembrid  That  albeit  that  the  said  Thomas 
Staunton  had  made  his  promyse  as  before  is  remembrid  and  that  he  had  suffred 
John  Bykar  to  mowe  downe  the  gresse  left  stonding  uppon  the  said  Tuithe  acre 
yet  the  said  Staunton  ymediately  after  the  same  gresse  was  mowed  downe  by 
William  Boyes  by  the  apointm4  of  the  said  Bikar  the  next  morning  being  tuesday 
the  Xth  of  July  the  said  Staunton  raked  away  the  gresse  newe  fallen  and  leid  it 
emongs  his  owne  to  the  dishenheriting  of  the  towne  if  it  be  suffrid. 


(No  further  reference  is  made  to  this  matter.) 
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Copy  of  lease  of  a  messuage  and  land  at  [lniingdon  to  William  Lewes  8th 
Oct.,  L585. 

(folio  L93)  Copy  of  lease  to  llumfrey  Crane  of  a  close  at  Hatton,  1st  Oct.,  1582. 

(folio  194)  Copy  of  lease  to  Matthew  Blik  of  a  tenement  and  land  at  Norton  Linsey, 
1st  Oct.,  L582. 

(folio  195)  Copy  ('(imposition  between  William  Barkeswell,  Dean  of  the  College  of 
St.  .Mary,  and  William  Orme,  Vicar  of  Budbrook,  12th  July,  1467.     (Latin.) 


The  principal  burgesses  expell  one  of  their  body. 

Kicherd  Brooke  put  (I0li°  197)  Be  yt  remembred  That  this  xviijth  daye  of  June  1.5.8.2. 
out  of  the  office  of  in  the  xxiiijtie  yere  of  the  reign  of  our  souereign  Ladye  Queue 
•Burses  Elizabeth  &c  uppon  great  &  urgent  causes  by  Informacion  made 

to  Mr  Bailief  of  this  borough  and  the  principall  Burgesses  of  the  same  borough 
of  the  mysdemeano1'  of  Richarcle  Brook  late  one  of  the  pryncipall  Burgesses  of 
the  said  borough  It  is  nowe  agreid  consentid  &  ordered  that  the  said  Richard 
Brook  shalbe  from  hensfurth  none  of  the  said  corpacion  But  is  this  present  day 
b)  the  voyces  &  deedes  of  thes  undernamed  and  whose  handes  are  under 
subscribed  denounced  declared  &  putt  out  of  their  felowshipp  and  companye  of 
Bailief  &  Burgesses  of  this  borough  And  shalbe  no  more  used  callid  or  taken  as 
any  of  the  said  corpacion.  And  that  the  said  Richard  Brook  from  hensfurth  shall 
not  have  any  voyce  or  consent  as  any  of  the  said  corpacion.  And  yt  is  also 
agreid  that  Accions  and  Sutes  by  lawe  shalbe  brought  and  comensed  against  the 
said  Richard  Brook  for  such  debts  and  duetyes  as  bee  by  him  due  to  the  said 
towne  or  borough.  In  witnes  wherof  wee  have  hereunto  put  o1'  handes. 

Th.  Powell  Balief  Ric  ffisher  Ric  Townesend  John  ffisher 
Willm  ffreculton  humfrey  crane  John  Rigeley  Robart 
Phillippes  Thomas  Jenks  John  Dyche  Robart  Sheldon 
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M'1  that  after  the  amoving  &  putting  out  of  the  above  named  Eichard 
Brook  from  the  company  of  prineipall  Burgesses  The  Bailief  and  principall 
Burgesses  above  oamed  did  elect  &  choose  into  their  said  companye  and  felow- 
shipp  of  principall  Burgesses  Roger  Hurlebutt  in  the  Rome  &  place  of  the  said 
Richard  Brook  And  the  said  Roger  Hurlebutt  was  sworne  a  principall  Burges  the 
said  xviij11'  day  of  June  1582. 

And  the  said  Roger  Hurlebutt  being  sworne  They  all  abovesaid  Bailief  & 
principall  Burgesses  did  elect  &  choose  William  Jenks  into  their  felloweshipp  of 
twelve  assistants  of  the  said  borough  which  William  Jenkes  being  sent  for  was 
sworne  one  of  the  said  Assistants  in  the  place  of  the  said  Roger  hurlebutt  the 
said  xviij"'  daie  of  June  1582. 

In  the  name  of  god 
speciall  causes  of  the  Bycause  in  all  determynacions  &  decrees.  Nothing  can 

putting  out  of  E.  bee  doone  so  exactly  But  that  Question  may  rise  whie  the  same 
ys  or  shoulde  so  bee  decreed  &  determyhed.  And  then  A  reason 
to  be  yeldid  for  the  doing  therof.  It  is  not  unfitt  to  remembr  the  consideracions 
whiche  moved  the  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Warwik  to 
depose  and  displace  Richarde  Brook  from  theire  socyetie  companye  &  counsaille, 
as  A  man  unmete  to  remayne  in  that  feloweshipp.  Emongs  whome  good  orders  & 
lawes  being  orderid  for  the  more  establishing  of  euery  sort  of  people  in  the  due 
and  reuereud  service  of  god,  duetie  to  the  Quenes  matie,  comfortable  concord 
emongs  themselves,  &  good  example  to  others,  (unto  wcb  aswell  the  subiect  as  the 
magistrate  ought  to  bee  obedient)  fforells  It  is  truely  said  yl,  That  comon wealth 
must  nedes  dekay,  where  the  magistrate  ruleth  the  lawe,  and  the  lawe  not  the 
magistrate,  And  therefore  magistrates  &  officers  ought  to  bee  circumspect,  least 
(they  fayling  in  their  dueties)  shall  suffer  themselves  to  bee  seduced  by  Ambicion 
&  hawtie  Aspiracion,  and  so  should  lett  slipp  Justice,  Bquitie,  &  conscionable 
dealing,  the  veary  groundwoork  &  foundacion  of  all  Honestye  (As  this  Rychard 
Brook  dooth)  who  forgetting  that  magistrates  ought  to  bee  of  synceare  lyving  & 
lovers  of  vertue,  and  to  bee  directid  in  their  doings  by  the  rule  of  cyvile  order, 
hathe  (not  only)  chosen  to  be  countid   A    connyng   companyon,    in    querelous 
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causes  (unfitl  for  an  honest  magistrate,  Ami  preferrid  his  pryvafce  profite  before 
the  publique  comoditye,  But  also,  (contempning  all  duetie  of  humanytye)  hatli 
mosl  unnaturally  practised  to  perturbe  the  quyet  peace  &  unanymyty  <>l  the 
weale  publique,  wherof  he  was  a  membr,  and  ought  to  have  beene  a  father  A 
defender.  Ami  all  this  cometh  of  his  selfliking  &  resolute  opynyon,  ruled  by  the 
loose  lynes  of  Lybertye,  without  respect  or  regard  of  die  Lawe  of  God  or  man. 
(As  may  perticulerly  appeare  by  hi-'  accions,  not  fully  emblasid,  hut  as  yt  were  a 
litle  towchid,  in  the  true  discourse  following.  And  therin  first  to  begynne  w"1 
such  lawes  &  orders  as  himself  hath  in  tymes  past  ratified  by  subscribing  unto 
them.  It  is  to  bee  knowen,  that  certeu  politike  constitucyons,  have  been  agreid 
uppon  by  X-  emongs  the  Balief  and  prineipall  Burgesses  of  Warwik  (the  said 
Brooke  being  then  one  of  them)  Emongs  which  is  sett  downe  &  ordei'id  As 
follow11'  viz. 

4.  That  the  Balief  &  prineipall  Burgesses  shall  every  sonday  bee  at  their 
parishe  church  all  the  tymes  of  divyne  servyce  as  well  in  the  morning  as  in  the 
Evening.  And  at  all  Sermons  &c. 

5.  (folio  198)  And  that  euery  of  the  prineipall  Burgesses  shall  have  A  gowne  of 
black  cloth  faced  with  some  semely  lyning  or  furre  wliich  gowne  shalhe  made 
after  the  cytie  fasshon  And  also  shall  have  a  coate  or  Jacket  of  black  cloth  or 
other  thing  of  black  or  sad  coolo1'  his  dowblett  hose  &  cappe  to  be  black.  And  the 
same  shall  use  Sc  weare  when  any  assembly  or  meting  is  apointid  by  the  Balief 
And  the  same  shall  weare  to  the  churche,  to  the  halle,  and  to  &  in  such  other 
places,  as  hee  shalbe  apointid  to  acompany  the  said  Balief. 

6.  And  that  every  of  the  prineipall  Burgesses  shalbee  obedyent  &  attending 
at  the  coinandement  of  the  Balief  for  the  tyme  beyng  in  all  resonable  causes,  and 
shall  come  &  acompanye  the  said  Balief  at  all  tymes  when  he  shalbe  apointid, 
and  shall  not  refuse  to  doo  any  resonable  or  mete  thing,  which  they  or  any  of 
them  shalbe  apointid  unto. 

z 
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7.  And  that  euery  of  the  principall  Burgesses  shalbe  readye  &  attend  on  the 

Balief  for  the  tyme  being  yerely  on  Michilmas  day  &  on  Alhalloudaye  by  nyne  of 
the  ohvk  in  the  morning  at  the  halle  &  theire  give  theire  voyces  for  the  eleccion 
of  A  uewe  Balief  acording  to  the  charter. 

B.  And  that  euery  of  the  principall  Burgesses  being  in  the  towne,  and  having 

no  law  full  lett  shall  attend  on  the  Balief  at  euery  fayre  to  make  the  proclamacion 
acording  to  the  lawdable  order,  and  also  when  any  spiall  proclamacion  is  to  be 
made  for  the  queues  ma,ie 

And  that  euery  of  the  said  Burgesses,  that  shall  heare  the  Balief  or  any 
other  of  the  principall  Burgesses  reviled  slanndered  or  evill  said  of  in  his  absens, 
especially  by  any  dwelling  within  the  said  borough,  Shall  geve  the  Balief  or  him 
so  report  id  of  or  slanndered  knowlege  therof. 

10.  And  if  any  quarrell  afray  or  brawle  happen  to  bee  in  any  streat  of  this 
borough  The  pryncipall  Burges  dwelling  nere  the  place  &  knowing  therof  shall 
doo  what  in  him  lieth  to  appease  the  same,  and  to  cause  the  offenders  to  bee 
taken  £  carryed  to  the  Balief  or  to  warde  untill  such  tyme  as  the  Bailief  may  tak 
further  order  w'  tlioffenders. 

11.  And  to  the  end  that  unytye  &  concorde  might  be  therby  better  encreased 
It  ys  ordered  that  euery  of  the  principall  Burgesses  shall  calle  the  rest  of  the 
company  of  principall  Burgesses  by  the  name  of  Brother 

3  I.  And  that  neyther  the  Bailief  nor  any  of  the  principall  Burgesses  shall 

utter  or  Reveale  any  comunycacion  counsaill  agreament  or  advise  had  or  spoken 
in  the  counsaill  bowse  of  matters  towelling  the  said  borough  or  corporacion,  or 
the  charters  libties  landes  or  possessions  of  the  same,  neither  shall  yterate  or 
report  the  same  agayne  to  any  persone  not  being  of  the  same  howse  &  companye 

31.  And  that  neither  the  Balief  nor  any  of  the  principall  Burgesses  shall 

practise  wtb  any  others  of  the  Burgesses  to  yelde  to  or  graunt  theire  good  willes 
or  consent  to  any  matter  or  cause  towelling  the  said  borough  or  the  libties  of  the 
same,  or  towching  the  grannting  of  any  landes  Tenements  Tithes  Advowsons  &c 
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or  towching  noiacion  election  or  choise  of  any  balief  burges  or  officer,  oul  of  their 
counsail]  bowse  or  place  of  assembly,  neither  shall  any  grannt  his  owne  will  out 
of  the  saide  place. 

32.  And  that  yf  the   Balief  or  any  of  the  principall  Burgesses  shall  at  any 

tyme  herafter,  wittingly  &  willingly,  devise  procure  consent,  or  doo  any  thing  to 
overtlirowe  frustrate  or  make  voyde,  Or  doo  promise  or  yelde  to  surrender  or  gi .  e 
upp  the  charters  of  corpacions  or  any  of  them  or  any  libertie  or  franchise  or  any 
landes  or  tents  Tithes  pronage  or  possessions  alredy  grannted  or  herafter  to  he 
grannted  unto  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  of  the  said  Borough,  Every  such  whither 
hee  bee  bailief  or  burgesse  so  doing  devising  or  consenting,  shall  ymedietely  bee 
displaced  of  his  place  &  Boome,  &  shall  suffer  such  further  ponishmet  As  by  the 
Balief  and  Sixe  of  the  principall  burgesses  shall  be  laid  uppon  him.  Saving  that 
they  may  assent  to  sell  or  exchannge  any  theire  Landes  or  Tenements  for  good 
p'poses  aud  to  the  better  comoditie  of  the  said  Borough. 

Thies  above  remembrid  orders  &  constitucions  Richard  Brook 
hathe  not  observed,  But  hath  broken  them. 

4.  ffor  he  hathe  not  come  to  his  parysh  churche  euery  sondaye  at  tymes  of 
divyne  sruice  &  sermons,  but  hathe  absentid  himself  very  often,  a  moneth  &  more 
together,  And  many  tymes  being  at  or  about  home  in  the  sruice  &  srmon  tymes, 
hath  frequeuted  such  company  as  have  not  resortid  to  the  church,  nor  come  at 
sermons  nor  recevid  the  sacrament  in  many  yeres  together  wherby  some  doubtes 
have  &  doo  rise  of  his  Religion. 

5.  (folio  199)  And  whan  the  said  Brook  hath  come  to  any  conferens  by  the 
apointement  or  sending  for  of  the  Balief  for  the  tyme  being,  hee  hath  many  tymes 
come  in  garments  unsemely  for  the  tyme  &  place.  As  sometyme  in  a  cioke  and  in 
other  undecent  apparell,  and  that  of  light  or  whitish  colo1',  betokening  him  rather 
to  be  a  miller  then  a  magistrate 

6.  7.  8.  And  veary  often  he  knowing  the  tymes  of  metings,  and  having  been  sent 
for,  hathe  not  come  to  accompanye  or  attend  the  Balief,  As  at  faires  &  other 
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metings  Insomuch  as  being  sent  for  &  invited  to  accompanye  the  Balief  & 
prindipall  Burgesses,  at  Mr  Okens  day  of  dynner  &  accompts  :  and  for  such  other 
causes  &  conferrences  that  the  said  Balief  &  pvincipall  Burgesses  had  to  doo  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  borough  He  hathe  refusid  to  come,  and  hath  answeiid  that 
he  reckonid  himself  none  of  them.  Nor  woold  have  to  doo  wtb  them,  but  as  a 
strannger  t<>  defend  his  owne  sutes  &  causes  against  the  towne.  And  willed  the 
said  annswere  to  be  reportid  to  the  Balief. 

And  wheras  he  should  not  suffer  to  heare  the  Balief  and  pvincipall 
Burgesses  to  bee  slanndered  or  evill  reportid,  He  hathe  not  onely  suffered  that  to 
bee  doone.  But  also  hath  offendid  therin  himself  And  also  hath  bene  causer  of 
others  to  doo  the  like  and  to  use  themselves  veary  outragiously  in  woorcles  & 
evill  behavio1'  to  the  officers  as  well  behind  their  backs  as  to  their  faces.  As  for 
example,  his  owne  wief :  &  Sonne  in  Lawe,  his  owne  brother.  &  inferio1'  srunts. 
And  also  he  himself  hath  made  both  slannderous  &  also  untrue  reaports  of  sondry 
baliefs  in  the  tyme  of  theire  offices,  namely  of  M1*  Bigeley  in  the  tyme  of  his 
baliwik  afirmyng  divers  untruethes  of  him  to  S1"  John  hubond.  And  also  to  M1' 
Peyto  hee  accused  M1'  Townesend  in  the  tyme  of  his  baliwik  as  a  thief  for  stealing 
come.  Insomuch  as  he  procured  both  the  said  baliefs  to  bee  sent  for  by  p'cept 
out  of  the  libties  of  this  borough  during  their  Baliwik  to  bee  examyned  by 
Justices  of  the  peace  of  the  shire,  wherby  also  he  caused  the  libties  &  franchises 
of  this  borough  to  bee  infringed. 

10.  And  as  towelling  his  disposicion  to  quietnes  &  appesing  of  quarrells  yt  is 

manyfest  That  he  hath  bene  a  breeder  of  many  trowbles  and  procurer  of  great 
outrages,  And  therfore  hath  and  yet  dooth  maynteyne  &  susteyne  divers 
masterlesse  men.  brawlers  and  fighters,  namely  ffranncys  Bybbe  Richard  Brookes 
James  Bichardson  (when  he  livid)  and  clivers  others  unknowen  encowraging  them 
to  mak  quarrells  frayes  &  Bloodshedde  aswell  wtiu  the  libties  of  this  borough  as 
for  example  in  m)  ton  feilds  against  John  Key,  and  in  the  barne  A  notable  Riott, 
As  also  in  other  places  abrode.  As  in  the  feilds  of  Snyterfeld  against  Bobart 
Sheldon  &  others  to  the  hassard  of  some  of  theire  lives. 
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11.  And  in  sidle  of  the  name  of  brother  he  and  his  have  callid  some  of  the 

principal]  Burgesses  gorballied  choorles.  gowtye  wretches,  craftye  knaves,  &  other 
names  as  best  likid  him 

30.  And  as  towching  his  secrecye  in  keping  counsaill  he  hath  not  onely 
reaportid  sucli  things  as  lie  hath  heard,  secretely  But  also  procured  divers  psones 
not  being  of  the  same  house  to  derogate  &  resist  the  resolucions  &  determyacions 
there  sett  downe  &,  agreed  upon,  Insomuch  as  some  mutynyes  &  murmurs  have 
theruppon  risen  by  his  &  his  complices  especiall  labo'*  &,  procurement. 

31.  And  he  hath  contrary  to  his  promyse  &  subscribing  yeldid  his  good  will 
without  the  counsell  house  to  grannt  parcell  of  the  lands  and  tithes  of  this 
borough.  And  more  then  that  he  hath  procured  a  gentleman  to  procure  Ires  from 
a  nobleman  &  great  estate  of  this  land  namely  my  lord  the  Brie  of  leicester 
directid  to  the  Balief  and  burgesses  to  grannt  the  psonage  &  tithes  of  Budbi  ook 
to  Mr  Baffe  hubond. 

32.  And  yt  is  not  to  be  forgotten  That  he  bothe  wittingly  &  willingly,  hath 
practized  by  devises  to  have  the  liherties  and  franchises  of  this  borough  to  he 
forfeited  &  seasid  And  therefore  devised  &  procured  That  Thomas  Olnoll  George 
ffullshurst  James  Bicherdson  Bichard  Brooks  tanner  Bicherd  Bettes  carpenter 
or  Smyth  clement  hill  and  three  or  foure  other  desperate  psones  set  on  by  him 
chiefly  &  with  entendid  p'pose  to  resist  the  officers  namely  Bichard  Townesend 
balief  of  this  borough  and  John  Grene  a  principall  burges  having  speciall 
comission  under  the  queues  mats  privie  seale  to  deliver  the  tuith  corn  to  John 
Bey  by  decree  ordered  unto  him.  and  so  furnished  the  said  outragious  psones  wth 
gonnes  bowes  billes  &  warlik  weapons  &  comfortid  (folio  200)  them  wtu  meat 
drink  &  monye  so  that  therby  he  encoraged  them  most  riotosly  to  enter  into  the 
tuith  barne  of  myton  But  also  most  rebelliously  as  yt  may  bee  saiecl  to  kepe  the 
same  against  the  quenes  comissioners.  Insomuch  as  by  the  malice  force  &  other 
disorder  of  the  said  Bioters  divers  of  the  company  assisting  the  said  Bailief  & 
Grene  in  the  execucion  of  their  comission,  were  by  the  said  Bioters  woundid  & 
danngerously   hurt.    Wherof  knowleige  being   brought  to  the  said  Brookes,   he 
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utterid  his  mynd.  Samg  that  he  was  sorrye  that  none  were  slayne.  hut  wished 
that  some  bad  bene  killed  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  wherin  he  manifestid 
his  secret  mischevous  malice  &  meanyng  desirous  that  by  those  practises  the 
franchises  of  this  borough  might  have  bene  forfeitid  or  brought  in  question  by 
the  bloodsheddiug  &  death  of  any  were  yt  his  owne  sonne  in  Lawe  or  other  deare 
freend  whosoever  he  cared  not 

And  fches  be  matters  thought  worthye  his  displacing.  But 
wheare  the  feare  of  God  is  wanting,  there  humayne  societie 
is  not  to  be  expectid 
And  therfore  the  said  Brook  neither  regarding  the  penalties  of  mans  lawe 
nor  the  ponishment  threatened  by  gods  lawe,  hath  broken  his  othe  solemply 
taken  when  he  entrid  into  the  office  of  Balief  of  this  borough,  In  which  emongs 
other  things.  Hee  did  sweare  to  make  a  true  iust  and  parfitt  acompt  of  all  such 
monye  &  other  thinges  which  should  come  to  his  handes  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Borough  during  the  tyme  of  his  baliwik  And  shoulde  in  due  tyme  pay  &  discharge 
all  fees  &  fermes  due  in  discharge  of  the  said  borough.  And  should  not  demand  or 
take  any  allowance  of  any  monye  or  other  thing  but  such  as  was  or  should  bee 
iust  &  true,  And  also  did  sweare  that  he  woold  to  the  uttermost  of  his  habilytie 
kuowleig  &  power  maynteyne  the  priveligies  libties  right  &  franchises  of  the  said 
Borough.  Which  othe  not  regarding  hee  hath  not  payd  vju  xiijs  iiijd  due  to  the 
queues  matie  within  the  tyme  of  his  Acompt  for  a  tenth  or  Bent  resrued  of  certen 
Landes  tenements  personages  &  hereditaments  granntid  by  the  worthye  prince 
of  famose  memory  King  henry  the  eight  to  this  borough  but  coruptly  of  wickid 
purpose  kept  the  same  in  his  handes  to  the  great  preiudice  of  the  said  borough, 
am  I  yet  uppon  the  declaracion  of  his  Acompt  of  Bruges  asked  and  took  allowance 
therof  as  matter  dischargicl,  contrary  to  his  said  othe.  And  besides  that  he  owing 
o  Thomas  Whateley  sometyme  of  Coventrye  by  a  bill  of  debt  subscribed  wth 
the  said  Brook  his  hande.  which  bill  the  said  Whateley  delivered  over  in  liewe 
&  value  of  the  said  xv1'  to  bee  requyred  &  recevid  of  the  said  broks  by  Symon 
Yong  then  balif  of  Warwik  to  be  lent  to  the  use  of  the  poore  of  the  said  borough 
And  the  said  Brook  confessing  the  said  Bill  to  be  true  and  the  debt  to  be  due  wth 
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his  promise  to  Yong  for  paymet  bherof  Afterwardes  the  said  Brook  being  requyred 
to  pay  the  said  xv11  in  discharge  of  the  said  debt  &  bille  Fie  voluntarylj  of  his 
owne  mocyon  did  fcak  into  Ins  hand  a  testament  and  willingly  <S  corruptly  did 
swere  by  the  contents  therof  That  he  had  paid  the  said  xv11  to  John  (fisher,  a 
man  that  had  neither  warrant  nor  comission  to  receve  or  demannde  the  same 
debt,  nor  never  had  or  recevid  the  same  of  the  said  Brook,  which  foreremernbrid 
things  may  shewe  a  sufficient  cause  of  his  unworthinesse.  But  yf  his  condycions 
conversacion  &  behavio1'  bee  further  examyned,  yt  may  bee  thought  that  he  is  a 
companyon  unmete  to  bee  matched  w11'  quiet  &  plague  meanyng  men.  ffor  bee,  to 
have  his  folly  floorishe  leaveth  no  unkind  parte  unpractised,  nor  any  subtille  she 
or  craftie  devise  unacomplishid.  wherby  he  maye  eyther  acquyre  to  himself 
comoditie,  or  extorqnate  any  thing  bee  it  never  so  smalle  value  from  his  quiet 
neighbor  Or  craftely  convey  himself  in  or  out  of  trowblesome  tytles  to  the  hurte 
of  others,  ffor  Example,  his  crafty  connyng  to  solicite  John  Rey  to  fall  into  his 
dannger,  a  matter  for  the  length  therof  not  to  be  written  here,  bycause  yt  hathe 
appeared  most  manyfestly  by  his  owne  Ires  and  the  decrees  of  courtes  in  that 
behalf,  his  great  &  servile  keaping  of  the  said  Rey  to  the  said  Rey  his  undoyng 
(folio  201)  his  subtill  shiftes  for  keaping  of  his  owne  bodye  out  of  arreste  lieng 
many  moneths  bothe  at  London  abrode  &  at  home  in  his  owne  bowse  secretly 
under  the  gard  of  the  undersherif  of  middlesex  to  defraud  his  credytors  His 
procuring  &  prosecuting  of  sutes  in  the  hiegh  court  of  Starrechamber  and  other 
chargeable  place  against  his  honest  neighbo1'8  not  offending  him,  but  doing  their 
dueties  in  assisting  officers  in  the  execucion  of  their  comission,  his  denyeng  and 
renouncing  of  his  title  &  clayme  to  the  tuythes  <fe  leaces  of  Myton  entyteling 
Thomas  Oldnall  to  the  same,  his  exaccions  of  monye  from  ynnocent  &  honest 
neighbo1'8  by  colo1'  of  proces  dispensing  wl  some  for  their  apparancs  for  bribes,  his 
malicious  practise  in  pleading  that  the  moytie  of  the  tuithes  of  Myton  are  not 
belonging  to  thies  corporacions  of  VVarwik,  his  witholding  the  monye  due  for  the 
rent  of  the  said  tithes  from  the  chamber  &  use  of  this  borough  spending  the  same 
in  sutes  of  Lawe  against  the  balief  &  Burgesses  for  requyriug  there  owne,  that  is 
to  saye   xx1'  xiij3  iiij'1  for  twoo  yeres  rent  due  in  the  yeres  that  Richard  ffysher  & 
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Richard  Townesend  were  last  Baliefes,  and  for  Lxu  due  for  arrerages  therof  He 
devise  to  hinder  the  towne  of  xls  by  yere  reserued  by  expresse  woordes  uppon  the 
Leaces  of  the  tithes  of  Myton,  His  connyng  knack  in  sendingfor  Edmond  Wright 
being  put  in  trust  to  receve  the  rent  of  the  tuithes  of  Myton  at  the  last  day  of  the 
moueth  after  the  feast  of  the  Annuneiaeion  of  saint  Mary  last  past,  pswading  the 
said  wryght  to  say  that  lie  had  recevid  the  said  Rent,  and  yet  tendered  the  same 
at  the  tuith  haine  at  the  last  howre  wherby  most . manifestly  doth  appeare  his 
fraudulent  practise  to  withold  the  same  untill  sute  should  compell  him  to  pay  yt 
and  wth  the  same  money  to  defend  such  sutes  as  should  be  brought  against  him 
such  his  wrong  doyngs.  And  in  the  end  to  defraude  nob  onely  the  said  Borough 
all  their  dueties  but  also  all  others  with  whome  he  hath  had  to  doo  for  matters 
of  motive  by  a  connyng  devise  (as  it  is  thought  in  making  a  dede  of  gifte  of  all  his 
_  iods  &  chattells  to  his  secret  freends.  his  faithlesse  promise  made  to  S1'  Thomas 
Lucye  &  S1  John  hubond  to  stond  to  the  Judgem1  and  apynion  of  the  Lord  Dyer 
and  M1  Justice  Meade  towelling  the  validitie  of  his  long  leace  of  Myton  tithes 
ind  yet  in  the  meane  season,  or  before  that  promise  made,  hee  had  conveid  his 
tvtle  therof  to  John  Jeffreys  his  neighbo1'  whoo  took  out  a  liberate  uppon  an 
extent  of  the  said  leaces  &  tithes,  By  which  liberatie  M1'  Jeffereys  recovered  &  had 
of  Willm  Worcetor  being  surety  for  John  Key  xxviij1'  for  one  of  those  yeres  for 
which  the  rent  is  yet  behinde. 

This  Richard  Brook  in  the  Baliwik  of  Richard  ffisher  hearing  of  a  gelding 

ne  into  this  libertie,  as  a  streve  and  taken  upp  by  the  officers  in  the  bridge  end. 

-    i   the  said  gelding  to  be  kept  in   his  pasture  many  weekes   or   moneths 

without  making  the  Balief  privie  bherof  and  delivered  the  same  gelding  awaye  at 

hi^  pleasure  w'out  annswering  any  thing  to  the  use  of  the  borovve  for  the  same 

-    ding. 

This  I  Irookes  hearing  of  the  pursuyt  of  a  Robbery  cloon  by  taking  of  monye 
from  a  woman  in  the  feildes  nere  Charlecote,  enquyred  out  the  woman  and  offred 
to  agree  &  satisfie  her  for  her  losse  And  so  stopped  her  from  any 
pursuyt  and  yt  was  thought  that  the  offender  was  herbored  in  Brooks  bowse. 
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In  die  tyme  of  baliwik  of  Richard  Townesend,  this  Bi'ook  having  no 
auctorytie  or  comissiou,  but  of  his  owne  head  without,  knoweleig  of  the  thru 
Balief  did  staj  or  take  into  examynacion,  a  strannger  supposed  to  be  a  eutpurse, 
and  drawing  him  into  M1'  Phillipps  howse  fell  into  such  examynacion  that  he 
caused  the  suspectes  cloke  to  bee  conveid  from  him,  which  afterwards  (as  some 
saye)  fell  to  Brooke  bis  owne  share  without  any  acompt  made  therefore. 

(folio  202)  This  Brooke  solicited  &  procured  John  ffisher  being  Balief  and  the  rest 
of  tlir  principall  burgesses  of  this  borough  the  last  yere,  not  only  to  grannt  hut 
also  to  write  to  my  lorde  the  Earle  of  Leicest1'  to  make  a  lease  of  the  personage 
of  Budbrook  to  such  pson  as  it  should  like  his  L  to  appoynt.  And  therin  not  only 
devised  the  forme  &  draft  of  that  Ire,  but  also  put  his  hand  therunto  of  speciall 
entencion  &  p'pose  to  overthrovve  the  title  of  Symon  Warner  &  his  wieff:  in  the 
said  tithes.  And  yet  sithens  that  tyme  (bycause  my  lord  of  Leyc1'  yeldid  his  good 
wille  for  that  leace  from  him  whom  Brookes  hath  procured  to  sue  for  yt) 
The  said  Brookes  sithens  (as  it  is  saide)  bought  the  olde  leace  of  Warner 
and  stondith  in  defence  therof,  soliciting  and  prosecuting  earnest  sute  in 
the  Channceiy  in  the  name  of  Warner  &  his  wieff  against  the  Balief  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  principall  Burgesses  in  the  same  Title,  to  theire  great 
charges  &  no  small  vexacion,  Affirming  publikely  that  the  Leace  made  at 
the  request  of  my  lord  of  Leycester  was  corruptly  doone  &  against  consciens 
forgetting  that  himself  was  the  first  stirrer  therin,  hee  hath  procured  greevous 
compleintes  to  bee  exhibitid  to  the  Lordes  of  the  queues  mats  most  honorable 
privy  counsaill  against  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  of  this  borough  most  slannderosly 
enforcing  dyvers  untruethes  to  the  great  slannder  of  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  and 
to  the  great  detryment  of  their  creadite  corpacion  &  auctorytie  and  sekith  asmuch 
as  in  him  lieth  the  Kuyne  therof,  And  therin  spareth  no  labo1'  nor  cost  to  send 
for  divers  unworthye  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  perswading  alluring  & 
procuring  them  wth  swete  woordes  &  dissembling  dayntys  to  put  their  handes  to 
his  develisshe  devises  and  to  the  uttermost  of  his  skill  and  power  aydeth  them 
that  followe  those  sutes.  hee  bathe  ioyned  wl  them  which  have  devised  libelles 
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fco  bee  vvriten  &  casl  about  m  divers  places  of  this  borough  (wlh  a  mynde  as  it 
may  seme  bo  stirre  up  light  &  lewde  heades  to  mutynye  &  uproure  against  the 
officers  of  this  borough.  Generally  there  hath  not  hene  any  gl  sute  trowble  or 
unquietnes  emongs  neighbours  &  Inhabitants  of  this  towne  wherin  hee  hath  not 
bene  a  practizer  or  partaker  (if  not  the  chief  onely  or  whole  causer). 
hee  obeitb  no  orders  of  courtes  or  leetes  nor  will  suffer  other  to  doo.  But  pswadith 
his  dearlings  feo  resist  the  same.  Examples  of  Thomas  Howe,  who  by  his  setting 
on  &  pswasiou  most  manifestly  contempnith  the  comendable  custome  &  most 
pro  Hi  table  order  of  the  leete  in  resruing  pasture  for  their  laboring  oxen,  which 
the  said  howe  by  synister  it  wicked  counsaille  of  the  said  Brookes  eatith  up  wth 
his  kven  bo  the  great  hurbe  not  only  of  the  said  howe  but  of  all  his  neighbo1-8  also. 

And  all  bhies  &  many  more  mischefes  he  puttith  in  ure  to  stirre  up  matter 
of  discord  &  discencion  therby  to  sett  on  ffyre  the  w'illes  of  the  lewdly  disposed 
to  comitt  some  outrage  wherby  the  libtyes  of  this  borough  might  bee  drawen  in 
question  of  seasing. 

And  bicause  he  can  not  have  his  wickid  will  by  thies  devises  hee  hath 
sought  an  other  meane  promising  to  make  leaces  the  next  yere  of  divers  things 
belonging  to  this  borough  therby  to  allure  his  confederates  to  make  him  Balief, 
which  office  hee  so  affecbith  that  he  hath  not  lett  to  saye  that  he  will  Eule  the 
next  yere  as  pleaseth  him,  which  (if  should  bee  suffred)  woolde  bee  most 
tyranycally  and  uncharitably  no  doubt,  if  he  might  aspire  unto  that  place  wherin 
he  might  uuder  colo1'  of  regiment  rule  by  will.  And  therfore  to  prevent  his 
premeditatid  purpose.  It  is  most  iustly  agreed  that  he  shalbee  none  of  this 
society  or  felowshippe.W 

a     Richard  Brooks  seems  to  have  been  a  miller  and  large  farmer,  occupying  the  Temple  farm, 

and  probably  the  Castle  mill;  he  also  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  Churchwardens  of  St.  Nicholas, 

in  J.")79  ni.rl  1580,  as  a  Mr,  -Richard  Brooks  is  mentioned  in  the  accounts  for  those  years,  as  one  of 

the  wardens  presenting  them.     In  the  account  for  1618,  there  is  an  item  of  the  receipt  of  4d.,  great 

money  for  Richard  Brookes.       If  this  was  the  same  man  as  the  Richard  Brooks,  who  was 

*die<l   from   the  Corporation,   he  must  have  reached  an  advanced  age   before    he   ceased    from 

[  1 1  g . 
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(folio  203)  Election  of  Roger  Hurlebutt  as  Bailiff  on  29th  September,  L585. 

Election  of  Henry  Chaplen  as  a  principal  Burgess  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
L586. 

Election  of  Thomas  Saunders  as  an  Assistant  Burgess  on  the  15th  of 
March,  L586. 

Election  of  John  Hickes  as  a  principal  Burgess  on  the  8th  of  October, 
L586,  and  on  Lhc  same  day  election  of  Alexander  Rogers  and  William  Roo  as 
assistant  Burgesses. 

election  of  iffitillm(folio  204)  xxix  September  anno  xix  Re  Eliz.  John  Grene  Balief 
(woson  to  be  balif  Richard  ffisher  Richard  Townesend  Richard  Roo  John  ffisher 
William  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  Thomas  Jenkes  humfrey  Crane  John  Rigeley 
and  John  Dyche  principall  Burgesses  did  name  Willm  hudson  and  Richard 
Townesend  to  stand  in  election  to  be  balief  for  the  year  to  come 

And  Robart  Sheldon  Roger  hurlebut  Oliver  Brooke  Phillipp 
Coo  John  Griffin  John  Bikar  Roger  Weale  henry  Chaplen 
cristofer  Knight  Thomas  chapman  &  John  hickes  comoners 
did  elect  WiUm  hudson  to  be  balif 

©lillmbubscur.ibsrntitb  And  on  alholouday  the  said  Mr  hudson  being  callid  to 

himself  bee   sworne  &  take   the    office    uppon   him    absentid   himself. 

Wheruppon  the  bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  viz  John  Greene  Balif  Richard 
ffysher  Ric  Townesend  Richard  Roo  Johni  ffysher  Willm  ffrekulton  Thorns  Powell 
Xlicbnrb        foiniisrnb     humf i  ey  crane  John  Rigeley  .&  John  Diche  did  name  Richard 
rlcttib     baliff     ana     Townesend  and  John  Dyche  to  stand  in  ellection  to  be  bailif  for 
stoovn.  the  yere  to  come 

And  Robart  Sheldon  Phillipp  coo  Oliver  Brook  John  Griffin 
Roger  hurlebut  John  Bykar  henry  Chaplyn  Roger  Weale  Tho 
Chapman  John  hickes  and  Leonard  holmes  in  the  psence  of 
the  whole  multitude  assemblid  did  elect  &  name  Richard 
Townesend  to  be  Balif  &c  who  was  sworne  that  day  &c 
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On  29fch  September,  1578,  Richard.  Roo  was  elected  Bailiff,  but  refused 
office,  an  1  so  on  All  Saints'  Day  following,  Richard  Fisher  was  chosen  and  sworn. 

On  the  '29th  September,  1579,  Richard  Roo  was  elected  and  took  office. 

lobn     ffiisluv      clcctib  ^d  tnafc  ou  tue  xxixtb  day  of  Septenibr  being  Michilmas 

kV.ilif  vrfusrti)  for  ir  day  in  the  xxijUl  yere  of  queue  Elizabeth  Richard  Roo  balief 
nunc  iiftrrfonrbs  is  Richard  ffisher  Richard  Townesend  Richard  Brookes  John 
ffisher  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  Robart  Phillippes 
Thomas  Jenks  humfiy  Crane  John  Rigeley  John  Grene  and  John  Dyche  did  name 
John  ffisher  and  Thomas  Powell  to  stand  in  ellection  to  be  balif  for  the  yere  to 
come. 

And  Robart  Sheldon  Oliver  Brook  Roger  hurlebutt  henry 

Chaplen  John  Byker  Roger  Weale  Tho  Chapman  John  hickes 

Leonard  holmes  cristofer  Knight  and  John  Gryffin  did  elect 

name  &  choose  John  ffisher  to  bee  Balif  for  the  yere  to  come. 

But  on  albollouday  the  said  ffisher  being  before  the  Balif  and  principall 

Burgesses  and  many  other  of  the  towne  refusid  to  tak  the  offyce  uppon  him.  and 

desired  them  therfore  to  pcede  to  a  newe  elleccon,  and  sparing  him  at  that  tyme, 

he  woold  give  the  towne  x11  which  in  a  bagg  he  did  cast  downe  on  the  table  before 

them.   But  the  said  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  &  the  others  stonding  by 

woold  not  goo  to  any  other  eleccion,  But  ernestly  entretid  the  said  ffisher  to  take 

the  offyce  uppon  him  &  pmised  him  many  things  And  his  brother  &  other  frendes 

being  ymportune  &  earnest  wl  him  he  determynately  answerid  that  he  woold  not 

that  day  take  it  uppon  him  bycause  he  had  sworne  the  contrary,  but  offVed  at 

their  Requests  that  if  Mr  Roo  woold  contynue  the  office  but  twoo  or  three  dayes 

lenger,  he  woold  bee  content  then  to  take  yt  and  be  swoorne.  Wheruuto  M1'  Roo 

wth  a  heavy  mynd  yeldid  unto.  And  on  the  thursday  following  the  said  John 

ffisher  came  into  the  hall  and  there  before  the  said  Old  Balif  &  most  part  of  the 

principall  Burgesses  &  many  other  Inhabitants  he  was  sworne  and  took    the 

office  uppon  him 
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(folio  205)     Election    of   Tl ias    Powell    as    Bailiff 

on  the  29th  of  September,  L58J . 

xxix"  September  a0  xxiii  j,M  Eliz 
jjSumfrrn  Crane  clcctib  Be  yt  remembrid  that  on  Michilmas  day  in  the  xxiiij"1 

§ali8  yere  of  Queue  Elizabeth  Thomas  Powell   Balief  Richard  ffisher 

Rychard  Townesend  John  ffysher  William  ffrekulton  Robart  Phillippes  humfrey 
Crane  John  Rigeley  John  Dyche  Robart  Sheldon  &  Roger  hurlebutt  principall 
Burgesses  assemblid  in  the  Shire  hall  in  Wavwik  being  that  tyme  their  hall  for 
election  accompanyed  w1  their  infevio1'  Assistants  That  is  to  say  Oliver  Brooke 
John  Bykar  henry  Chaplen  Leonard  holmes  cristofer  Knight  Thomas  Chapman 
John  hickes  Barnabee  holbage  Robart  West  Richard  ffisher  the  yong1'  Willm 
Jenks  and  Thomas  Grene  And  there  being  allso  a  norabr  of  other  Inhabitants 
(then  follow  these  words  which  have  been  scored  through,  "  wherof  many 
procured  by  Richard  Brookes  And  the  same  brooks  having  bene  before  that  tyme 
displaced  out  of  the  company  of  principall  burgesses  yet  cam  thither  as  an 
Inhabitant  of  the  borough  And  began  to  psuade  that  bycause  some  question  was 
growen  of  the  chosing  the  Balifs  before  tyme  That  no  choyce  should  be  that  day 
made  But  the  Baliff  and  principall  Burgesses  aforenamed  knowing  his  malice 
allowed  not  of  that  psuacion  But  went  to  thellection  ")  And  the  said  Balif  and 
principall  Burgesses  named  humfrey  Crane  &  Thomas  Jenks  to  stand  in  ellection 
to  be  bailief  And  the  others  inferio1'  assistants  before  all  the  rest  did  name  ellect 
and  choose  humfrey  crane  to  be  Balif  for  the  yere  to  come  who  at  halloutide  after 
took  the  office  uppon  him. 


xxix0  September  A0  xxvth  Eliz. 
iluhnrt)   ffisbcv  '  clcctib  Humfrey  Crane  Balif  Richard  ffisher  Richard  Townesend 

balif  tbcfibctb  tnmc  John  ffisher  Willm  ffrekulton  Thomas  Powell  John  Rigeley 
John  Dyche  Robart  Sheldon  and  Roger  hurlebutt  principall  Burgesses  named 
Richard  ffisher  and  John  Rigeley  to  stand  in  ellection  to  be  balif  the  yere  to 
come 
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And  the  multytude  being  present  electid  and  named  Richard 
(fisher  bo  be  balif  for  the  yere  to  come.  Who  at  holloutide 
after  uppon  much  entreaty  took  the  office  uppon  him  But 
John  Weale  glasier  did  name  Richard  Brooks  on  michas  day 
but  his  single  voyce  took  li tie  effect. 

Election  of  Robert  Sbeldon  as  Bailiff  on  29th  of  September,  1584 
Election  of  Roger  Hurlebutt  as  Bailiff  on  the  29tb  of  September,  1585 
Election  of  Richard  Fisher  as  Bailiff  on  tbe  29th  September,  1586 

Election    of    William    Woster   as   a   principal   burgess   on    tbe   29tb    of 
December,  1586 

Election  of  William  Woster  as  Bailiff  on  tbe  29tb  of  September,  1587 

(Flrttion     of     muster  M<1  tbat  the   said    xxixth    of    Septembr   Anno    xxix"    Re 

|anus  piin  ilrcciOcr  Elizabeth  Tbe  said  bailief  and  principall  burgesses  and  John 
ffisber  \vl  tbe  consent  of  Richard  Townsend  Robart  Pbillippes  and  William 
Woster  principall  Burgesses  did  elect  &  choose  James  Dyer  Esquire  to  be 
Recorder  for  tbe  said  borough  in  tbe  Roome  and  place  of  Edward  Agliouby 
esquire  late  Recorder  of  tbe  said  borough  who  bycause  of  bis  great  age  &  ympo- 
tency  to  travell  &  faling  of  sight  and  some  otber  causes  him  moving  was  content 
a:  desirous  to  leave  the  said  Roome  &  office  yelding  very  good  will  &  consent  to 
have  the  said  Mr  Dyer  to  bee  placed  in  the  same  Roome  who  being  also  greatly 
&  worthilie  recomendid  to  the  balif  and  pryncipall  burgesses  by  Sr  John 
Harhigton  Knight  did  also  in  very  frendly  maner  come  and  iccept  the  said 
election  &  took  the  place  &  was  solemplie  sworne  &  setled  into  the  said  office  the 
Vth  daie  of  October  next  folowing  being  the  daie  of  the  Leete  holdeu  for  the  said 
borough.  And  that  day  did  both  give  the  chardge  both  consortable  &  learnedly 
\vUl  en  adsum  to  the  great  reioysing  of  very  many  &  not  w'out  murmuracion  of  a 
fewe  rnutynous  companions  of  Brooks  whose  olde  malice  continewug  blasted  out 
buddes  tbat  pued  not  branncbes. 
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Dppon  w1'  placing  &  settling  of  the  said  M1'  Dyer  Recorder  TherL  of 
Warwik  was  enformed  who  allowid  very  well  of  that  choice  &  doings,  and  to 
shewe  the  same,  and  better  acceptans  of  the  gentleman,  it  pleasid  him  to  write 
his  frendlie  Ires  The  tenor  wherof  ensueth  viz 

To  my  very  loving  f rends  the  balief  &  principall  Burgesses 

of  the  Towne  of  Warr. 
After  my  hartie  comendacions  Being  given  tunderstand  That  uppon  the 
surrender  of  M1'  Eglionbie  of  his  office  &  Eoome  of  Becordershipp  of  the  borough 
of  Warwik  you  have  electid  &  chosen  one  James  Dyer  Esquire  to  the  same,  who 
for  his  better  creadifc  &  countenannce  in  that  place  hath  earnestly  craved  my 
favour  £  good  liking  thereto,  as  also  that  I  should  signifie  the  same  unto  you, 
{forasmuch  as  I  am  creadiblie  informed,  he  is  a  man  in  all  poyntes  very  meet  for 
the  Eoome,  and  like  to  proove  a  good  member  amongs  you,  have  thought  good 
hereby  to  declare  my  good  opinion  of  yo1'  proceadings  in  that  behalf  as  also  to 
request  you  the  rather  for  my  sake  to  encreas  your  affections  towards  him, 
wherin  I  shall  think  my  self  in  his  behalf  beholding  unto  you,  And  thus  comytt 
you  to  god,  from  my  lodging  this  xiiijtl1  of  Novembr  1587 

Yo1'  loving  freend 

A.  Warwik 


thedeathof  Mr  James(folio206)  Md  that  on  Sonday  morning  callid  Loo  sonday  being 

Dyei-  Eecoi-tler  the    xxvjth    day  of    Apriell   and   in    the    xxxij    yere    of   Quene 

Elizabeth  It  pleasid  god  to  call  to  his  mercy  out  of  this  lief  Mr  James  Dyer 

,    ,,      Eecorder  of  this  borough  After  whose  decesse  &  buriall  that  is 

the    electing     of     Mr  ° 

Sergeanut  Puck-  to  say  on  thursday  following  being  the  last  day  of  Apriell  in  the 
ering  to  bee  Ee-  said  Twoo  and  Thirtieth  yere  of  Q.  El.  John  Townesend 
corder  Bailieff  Eicherd    ffisher   John    ffisher    Thomas    Powell   John 

Eidgeley  John  Grene  Eobart  Sheldon  Eoger  hurlebutt  Willm  Woster  John 
hicks  cristofer  Knight  William  harmer  &  Eafe  Townesend  pryncipall  Burgesses 
of  the  borough  of   Warwik  did  assemble  them    selves  &  mett  togither  in  the 
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court  house  neiv  the  crosse  being  then  their  hall  &  counsaill  house  and  after 
dyvers  opynions  shewed  &  men  named  the  Balief  &  greater  part  of  the  said 
principal  1  Burgesses  did  elect  name  &  apoynfc  the  right  worshipfull  Ml"  John 
Puckering  being  then  the  queues  Sergeant  att  lawe  to  hee  the  Eecorder  of  the 
said  Borough  to  wcl1  choyce  the  fewe  other  of  the  principall  burgesses  wch 
before  had  named  other  did  agree  And  thereuppon  the  said  M1'  Balief  &  x 
others  of  them  went  to  the  said  M1'  Sergeaunt  signifieng  their  election  and 
earnestly  entreating  him  to  tak  the  said  office  uppon  him  who  accepting 
the'  good  willes  thaukid  them  hieghly  for  that  it  pleasid  them  to  think  so  well 
of  his  neighborhood  assuring  them  withall  that  if  the  Becordershipp  of  london 
w"a  the  fee  thereof  being  foureskore  poundes  yerely  besides  other  good  gifts  had 
bene  offred  him,  hee  woold  have  refusid  it  But  seing  that  his  good  neighbers  had 
liking  &  made  choice  of  him  to  that  place  so  freendly,  hee  was  content  to  accept 
their  offer  (though  it  bee  but  foure  nobles  by  yere)  most  thankfully  promising  to 
stand  them  &  the  whole  towne  in  what  steede  he  cookie  And  so  the  night  growing 
on  his  othe  was  deferid  till  the  next  day  which  was  fryday  the  iast  of  Apr  tell 
_:o6.  a.  He  made  And  ou  that  fryday  he  was  sworne  and  red  the  othe  in  his  owue 
M'  Gregory  Town-  pson  acording  to  the  former  order  of  the  othe  writen  in  the 
book  for  that  ppose  apointid  And  there  were  present  at  the 
said  othe  John  Townesend  balief  John  ffysher  Willm  Woster  Roger  hurlebutt 
John  Rigeley  &  Willm  banner  &  others. W 

The  said  Sergeant  Puckering  was  afterwards  Lord  Keeper  of  the  great 
Seale  of  England  And  dyed  ye  last  of  Aprill  38.  Eliz  1596 

ial  The  office  of  Eecorder  appeal's  to  have  been  much  sought  after  as  is  shewn  by  the  following 

'    from  one  of  the  old  hooks  before  mentioned:  —"And  shortly  after  the  said  Kobte  Lord 

Brook'-  bis  being  Recorder  the  Warres  and  trobells  betwixt  the  Kinge  and  Parliament  began  and 

:  i  Lord  Brooke  goeinge  to  raise  the  seige  at  Litchfeild  was  there  slaine  and  then  the  said  M' 

s    Mt,  suddenly  and  secretly  to  the  Corporacion  to  make  choice  of  Wiilm  Earle  of 

:<{  to  be   their  Liecorder."     The  Karl  of  Bedford  was  appointed,  and  subsequently  the  office 

b      a  ist  of  the  Lords  Brooke  and  Earls  of  Warwick  until  the  passing  of  the 

• 
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(folios  217  to  237)  (These  pages  contain  copies  of  Leases  and  [ndentures,  and  also 
of  Interrogatories  and  depositions  in  Olney's  case,  beautifully  engrossed.  A 
great  many  pages  are  blank.) 

An  election  difficulty. 

(folio  238)  Be  yt  Bemembrid  That  on  fryday  the  Seventh  day  of  October  in  the 
xxviijtu  yere  of  Queue  Elizabeth  Boger  hurlebutt  Balif  Bichard  ffysher  Bichard 
Townesend  John  ffisher  Thomas  powell  John  Bigeley  Thomas  Jenkes  Bobart 
Sheldon  &  Willm  Worcestor  principall  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Warwik 
assemblid  in  the  court  house  at  the  crosse  in  Warwik  being  then  their  comen 
halle  And  then  &  there  did  elect  name  &  chose  John  hickes  to  be  a  principall 
Burgesse  of  the  said  borough  in  place  &  Borne  of  henry  Chaplin  Lately  decessid 
which  said  John  hickes  being  sent  for  &  psent  was  sworne  &  placed  a  principall 
Burges  of  the  said  Borough 

After  wch  done  the  second  company  of  the  assistants  being  sent  for  yt  was 
given  them  tunderstand  that  their  company  being  weakened  by  taking  away  twoo 
of  them  namely  John  hicks  &  Leonerd  holmes  It  was  thought  mete  by  M1'  Balif 
&  the  principall  burgesses  (folio  239)  to  choose  and  ioyne  twoo  other  unto  them 
to  make  up  their  nombr  of  xij  and  therfore  M1'  Balif  &  his  company  had  made 
choice  of  twoo  as  they  thought  bothe  honest  &  mete  men  for  those  places  namely 
Alexander  Bogers  and  Bichard  Smyth  powterer.  To  woh  Thomas   Grene 

aunswered  &  said  they  so  chosen  were  honest  men  but  yet  in  his  &  some  other 
mens  opynyons  there  were  other  might  rather  be  placed  and  named  divers  but 
chiefly  he  Barnabee  holbech  &  others  of  that  company  desired  instantly  to  have 
William  Boo  to  be  plaiced  for  one  of  those  twoo  And  so  at  their  speciall  Instance 
Mr  Balif  &  principall  Burgesses  chose  William  Boo  &  Alexander  Bogers  who  both 
being  sent  for  did  come  &  after  excusing  themselfs  of  sufficency  desired  to  be 
spared  But  their  desires  were  not  grauntid  And  so  in  thend  they  bothe  wei'e 
sworne  in  the  second  companye  of  assistants  to  the  Balif  &  principall  Burgesses 

AA 
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After  fchies  tilings  orderid  M1'  Balif  openyd  to  them  all  present  That  where 
there  was  a  parliam'  somoned  &  newe  elections  to  be  made  of  Burgesses  for  this 
borough.  He  had  herd  say  That  dyvers  of  that  company  &  many  others  of  the 
towue  had  grauntid  their  voyces  to  M1'  Job  Throkmorton  to  be  one  of  the 
burgesses  for  this  towue  woh  if  they  had  done  was  not  well,  nor  according  to 
La  we  or  good  order  ffor  as  yet  he  hath  recevid  no  writt  precept  or  comaundem1 
to  make  any  choyce  and  therfore  to  mak  chose  before  warraunt  was  not  well 
Besides  that  the  statutes  made  &  apointing  the  maner  howe  &  by  whom  aud 
what  psones  should  be  chose  doth  manifestly  shevve  that  they  ought  to  be 
Townesmen  &  Burgesses  &  free  that  should  be  chosen  wch  M1' Throkmorton  is  not 
£  therfore  can  not  be  chosen  besides  that  o'*  good  Lord  therle  of  Warwik  hath 
writen  his  Ires  in  recomendacion  of  M1'  Thomas  dudley  a  gentleman  &  kinsman 
of  his  who  before  this  tyme  hath  srued  the  place  of  one  of  or  Burgesses  and  the 
queues  pleasure  is  also  signified  as  well  by  the  said  Earle  of  Warwik  as  other  of 
her  hieghnes  privy  counsull  That  her  maiestye  pleasure  is  that  such  Burgesses  as 
have  servid  before  in  other  parliaments  being  well  affectid  to  the  state  should  be 
contynewed  &  have  their  places  again  if  they  be  not  otherwise  ymployd  So  as  yt 
is  very  mete  &  necessary  that  my  L  of  Warwiks  request  be  grauntid  for  Mr 
Thomas  dudley  for  one  And  then  for  the  other  doubtith  not  but  they  bee  of  mynd 
That  it  is  most  expedyent  That  he  be  a  Townesman  &  dwelling  within  the 
Borough  and  such  a  one  as  may  be  trusty  &  faithfull  and  also  liable  to  annswer 
for  the  towue  as  cause  shall  requyre  and  therfore  trustith  That  they  will  have 
due  regard  herof  &  not  to  be  hasty  wl  their  voyces  untill  they  may  somewhat 
understand  the  mynd  of  their  Balif  and  principall  Burgesses  in  that  matter  To 
that  Thomas  Grene  said  That  in  dede  he  for  his  part  had  given  pmise  of  his 
voyce  for  Mr  Throkmorton  not  knowing  but  he  might  so  doo  for  none  other  had 
isted  him  and  he  knoweth  not  of  any  statute  or  lawe  agaynst  yt  and  he 
thinkith  that  Mr  Throkmorton  is  an  honest  &  worshipfull  gentleman  neighbour 
to  the  towue  &  thinkith  that  he  Lovith  the  towne  well  and  woold  be  or  freeud  in 
any  thing  he  may  doo 
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Theruppon  it  was  though!  good  that  the  statutes  should  be  red  unto  them, 
and  so  the  Statute  made  A"  primo  of  II  the  fivetb  &  that  of  sxiijole  of  Henry  the 

sixt  were  redd  wob  prove  that  he  that  should  be  chose  burges  of  the  parliament 
ought  to  be  a  burgesse  free  &  resiant  w'iu  the  borough  And  also  that  the  chosers 
must  be  burgesses  &  free  &  none  other.  To  that  Tho.  Grene  aunswerid  that  if  he 
had  kuowen  so  much  before  he  wold  have  bene  advised  of  his  graunt  Than 
barnaby  holbech  said  that  in  deed  M1' Throkmorton  had  desired  his  voyce  and  he 
had  grauntid  bicause  he  knewe  nothing  of  to  the  contrary  So  the  rest  psent  said 
that  they  were  glad  they  had  heard  the  statute  for  they  wilbe  better  advised  and 
many  of  them  said  That  they  had  bene  spoken  unto  for  their  voyces  to  Mr 
Throkmorton  but  had  resrvid  them  untill  they  knewe  Ml"  Balif  and  the  rest  of 
the  companyes  mynd 

Theruppon  was  red  unto  them  the  Barle  of  Warwik's  Ire  written  on  the 
behalf  of  M1'  dudley  as  folowith 
the  tenor  of  my  1  of  After  my  hartie  comendacions  wheras  it  hath  pleasid  her 

arwi     as   re  or     lnaty  £0  calle  a  newe  parliament  for  very  weyghty  affayres  and 

M'    Dudley    to    be 

burees  of  the  par-     ^o  ^issolue  the  olde  bycause  the  newe  is  to  begynne  soner  then 
liament  1586.  the  tyme  of  prorogacion  of  the  olde  Wherby  wryttes  be  dyrectid 

for  the  election  of  Knightes  &  Burgesses  acordingly.  But  her  maties  pleasure  being 
that  such  as  have  alredy  sjrved  in  those  places  of  whose  good  zeale  towardes  her 
hieghnes  and  the  state  there  hath  bene  good  proofe  should  be  contynewed  in  their 
places  as  many  of  them  as  may  attend  the  same.  I  have  thought  good  to  recomend 
unto  you  my  very  good  freend  and  kynesman  Mr  Thomas  dudley  to  be  placed 
agayne  for  one  of  yo1'  Burgesses  his  sufficiencye  is  so  well  knowen  unto  you  as  I 
neede  not  to  wryte  therof  for  that  besides  his  well  discharging  of  the  place  I  have 
in  my  former  Ires  in  his  behalf  to  this  effect  very  fully  advertised  you  of  his  good 
partes  very  earnestly  prayng  and  requyring  you  to  mak  yor  eleccion  of  him  into 
one  of  yo1'  Burgesses  Bomes  who  I  am  well  assured  is  hable  many  wayes  as 
occasion  shalbe  offred  to  stand  yo1'  towne  in  good  steede  wherfore  as  heretofore 
uppon  my  Recomendacion  you  have  affordid  him  the  place,  so  making  no  doubte 


////•:     BLACK    HOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

of  yor  lyk  good  wille  towardes  mee  I  doo  expect  at  this  present  the  lyke  effect  of 
my  request  which  I  shall  most  thaukfully  accept  And  so  hid  you  farewell  from 
the  court  the  xviijth  of  Septemb1"  15S6 

Yor  very  loving  frend 
A.   Warwik 
To  my  very  loving 
freends  the  Balif  of  Warwik 
his  brethem  and  the 
Burgesses  there 

(folio  '24:0)  The  former  Ire  was  brought  to  Warwik  by  Mr  henry  Bestoich  on  wensday 
the  xxviij1  of  Septembr  being  michs  even  and  was  delivered  to  Mr  Roger  hurlebutt 
Balif  in  the  psens  of  the  most  of  the  principall  Burgesses  But  before  the  comyng 
of  that  Ire  the  said  Balief  and  principall  Burgesses  had  written  to  my  said  Lorde 
the  Earle  of  Warwik  and  sent  the  same  by  Evan  Morys. 
The  tenor  wherof  ensueth 

the   copie   of   a   Ire  Right  honorable  or  very  good  L  wheras  somons  is  given 

written   to   my  L     for  a  newe  parliament  to  begynne  very  shortely  Wee  having 

receuid  no  Request  from  yo1'  good  L  towching  the  placing  of  any 

offriug     to    choose  . 

,,.  T  ,     n     j  ,„       for  this  borough,  have  hitherunto  forborne  to  make  anv  election. 

M    Jolin  (jooctman  °  •> 

orotheis  whom  the     Neverthelesse  yf  it  maie  stand  wth  yo1'  L  good  liking  wee  could 

said    Erie    should     oe  very  well  contentid  to  offer  the  place  of  one  of  or  Burgesses 

to  Mr  John  Goodman  yo1'  L  servaunt  or  any  other  meet  man 

one     of    the    Bur- 

>sses  for  the  par-     whom  yo1"  L  will  recomend  unto  us  Wherof  wee  humbly  beseche 
yo1'  good  L  to  signifie  yor  honorable  pleasure  wth  such  celerytie 
as  may  bee  and  so  humbly  take  o1'  Leave  Warwik  this  xxvjth  of  Septembr  1586 

Yo1'  good  L  to  command 
in  the  right  honorable  o1'  singler 
good  lord  Therle  of  Warwik  one 
of  the  queues  rnats  most  honorable 
privie  counsell  his  good  L 
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The  said  Kvans  bring  dyrrr.tid  to  tlio  court  then  at  Wyndsore  went 
thither  but  I'ounde  not  my  said  Lord  there  and  therefore  followed  after  and  found 
my  said  L  at  melchborough  in  his  iourney  towards  ffodringay  &  there  delivered 
the  Ire  To  w0'1  it  pleasid  the  said  Earle  to  annswer  as  folio  with 

To  my  very    loving   freends    the  Balief   and    Burgesses    of 

Warwik 
the  Earle  of  Warwik's  After  my  hartie  comendacions  wheras  I  understand  by 

answere     to     the     you  Ires  that  you  have  differred  the  choyce  of  Burgesses  for  yor 
former  Ire  towne  for  this  next  parliament  till  such  tyme  as  you   might 

further  knowe  from  me  whither  I  was  resolued  to  comend  any  unto  you  for  those 
places  I  doo  think  my  best  beholding  unto  you  for  the  care  you  have  of  pferring 
such  psons  to  doo  her  maties  sruyce  herin  that  may  bee  of  such  sufficiency  as  may 
best  stand  wth  my  liking.  And  therefore  I  have  thought  good  to  recomend  unto 
youe  my  coosen  Mr  Thomas  dudley  whom  I  wold  not  in  any  sorte  to  be 
disapoyntid  of  the  one  place  and  the  other  I  doo  very  willingly  &  freely  leave  to 
yor  owne  libertye  to  choose  whom  you  shall  best  like  of.  Wheryn  I  doo  nothing 
doubt  but  you  will  have  that  good  care  &  consideracion  of  the  sufficiency  & 
honestie  of  the  man  as  shalbe  nedefull  in  this  case  and  as  I  shall  have  cause  also 
to  thank  you  for  yt  And  so  I  bid  you  all  hartely  farewell,  ffrom  melchborough 
this  vj*  of  October  1586 

Yor  very  loving  frend 
A.  Warwik 

"Whiles  thies  thinges  were  in  doing  and  no  precept  yet  delivered  to  the 
Balif  from  the  Sheriff  for  any  election  M1'  Job  Throkmoiton  made  very  great  labor 
to  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  borough  for  their  voyces  to  choose  him  for  one 
of  the  burgesses  of  pliam*  wherin  being  much  assistid  by  the  Busie  Bichard 
Brooke  and  his  complices  namely  Thomas  Brooks,  Boger  Saunders,  Nicolas 
Smith  Willm  Lane  Bafe  martyn  &  others  of  the  meaner  sort  They  prevalid  so 
much  wl  the  husbondmen  in  the  brige  end  &  west  strete  &  others  that  had  litle 
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bo  doo  in  that  matter  as  Mr  Throkmortou  was  put  in  good  hope  to  have  the  voyce 
of  the  multitude  to  chose  him  where  in  dede  the  Balif  and  principall  Burgesses 
verely  purposed  uppon  due  consideracion  to  have  oiae  of  the  p-incipall  burgesses 
to  servo  that  Rome  But  Mr  Throkmortou  encoraged  in  his  enterprise  came  to 
Wavwik  to  gratulate  his  welwillers  and  at  the  swanne  made  a  solempne  dynner 
whither  were  brought  unto  him  by  Brooks  &  the  other  factors  pcurement  Lx  or 
nere  Lxxx  of  the  meanest  Inhabitants  of  this  borough.  Who  for  the  good  cheare 
sak  the  rather  yeldid  to  be  redy  to  yeld  to  his  request  Besides  them  the  said  Mr 
Throkmortou  had  pcured  Sr  ffulk  Gievill  and  other  gentlemen  of  great  creadit  to 
labo1'  divers  of  the  principall  Burgesses  for  their  good  willes  for  the  said  Mr 
Throkmortou  who  (as  they  said)  did  not  graunt  otherwise  Then  that  if  therle  of 
Warwik  wold  write  for  him  to  be  the  one  in  place  of  M1'  dudley  But  Mr 
Throkmorton  took  their  pmisses  and  affirmed  it  to  be  absolute  Wherby  was  like 
to  grow  much  inconvenyence  by  reason  of  the  dissencion  emongs  the  townesmen 
namely  betwene  the  Balif  &  Burgesses  on  the  one  side  &  other  Comoners  on  the 
other  side  Bicause  the  Balif  &  Burgesses  purposed  to  have  electid  either  John 
ilisher  who  seined  to  be  unwilling  therunto  or  M1'  John  Rigeley  To  which  meaning 
the  most  part  of  the  honester  sort  of  comoners  agieid  And  the  election  could  not 
be  made  bicause  Mr  Sheriff  so  handled  the  matter  by  M1'  Brooks  ineanes  That 
the  pcept  for  election  was  not  delivered  untill  (  )  dayes  after  the  day  of 

pliament  assigned  only  to  thend  that  M1'  Throkmorton  might  mak  his  part  so 
much  the  greter  And  before  the  election  and  before  that  any  precept  could  be 
delivred  Sr  John  harrington  S1'  ffulk  Gievill  &  others  had  obteyned  pmise  of  Mr 
Eoger  hurlebutt  then  balif  of  Warwik  that  proclamacion  should  be  made  twoo 
dayes  at  least  before  the  election  when  the  election  should  be  wherby  also  grewe 
some  inconvenience  ffor  where  the  Balif  and  principall  Burgesses  wfc  the  greatest 
part  of  other  the  Burgesses  &  honest  townesmen  did  fully  resolve  to  choose  one 
of  the  principall  Burgesses  xA.nd  a  meating  of  the  Balif  and  principall  Burgesses 
apointid  for  that  purpose  to  prepare  their  resolucion  on  some  one  of  them  by 
name  And  the  said  Balif  and  principall  Burgesses  resting  uppon  the  election  of 
John  Rigeley  theldr  to  be  named  at  the  tyme  of  election  And  the  said  Mr  Rigeley 
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yelding  and  preparing  himself  for  that  purpose  sodenly  in  an  evening  Mr  Robart 
Sheldon  being  one  of  the  said  company  of  principal  Burgesses  who  before  had 
refused  to  yeld  to  be  electid  movid  with  what  I  know  not  sent;  for  Roger  Saundei  a 
one  of  Mr  Throkmorton's  practizers,  and  said  unto  him  that  if  M1'  Throkmorton 
wold  not  stand  for  it  himself  he  desired  the  said  M1'  Throkmorton  to  give  his 
voyces  (folio  241)  to  him  for  he  woold  stand  for  it  if  M1'  Throkmorton  woold  not, 
this  being  brought  to  M1'  Throkmorton  eare  having  before  somewhat  qualid  in 
hope  was  hereby  newely  encouraged  to  thrust  in  when  lie  saw  that  the  halif  and 
his  company  were  devidid  Theruppon  more  &  more  earnest  sute  was  made  for 
voyces  to  M1'  Throkmorton  &,  many  unfrendly  &  speches  passid  betwene 

divers  of  the  townesmeh  and  further  querells  were  likely  to  have  followed  wcl1 
being  pcevid  by  the  balif  &  principall  burgesses  the  most  part  of  them  saving  M1' 
Sheldon  who  absented  himself  thought  to  send  to  M1'  Throkmorton  and  to  psuade 
him  to  forbeare  labo1'  unduely  and  to  have  regard  to  the  pill  (peril)  that  other- 
wise might  ensue  Therfore  they  wrote  to  M1'  Throkmorton  requiieing  him  to 
come  to  speak  wrt  them  Who  annswered  them  fir1  by  Ire  afterwards  came.  The 
tenor  of  his  Ire  is  as  folowth  viz 


I  can  by  no  meanes  come  to  you  so  early  as  you  request  me  by  the  reason 
of  my  mothers  &  brothers  riding  there  way  at  ix  of  the  clok  Bat  if  my  comyng  to 
you  about  x  or  xj  of  the  clok  may  any  thing  satisfie  youe  &  yov  bretherne  I  will 
willingly  come  twice  as  farre  to  you  as  Warwik  to  doo  any  of  you  good,  ffor  the 
Burgesshipp  I  may  safely  say  it  is  a  thing  that  I  have  not  affect  id  my  self  But 
being  drawen  therunto  by  the  best  in  the  Shire  &  by  your  leave  by  some  of  yor 
owne  companye  wth  such  a  nomher  of  the  Inhabitants  arguyng  their  better 
liking  of  me  than  I  can  any  waye  deserve  I  rather  think  some  Iniurye  offred  mee 
to  be  thus  crossed  without  cause,  than  that  I  do  you  any  iniury  by  yelding  to 
that  wherwth  I  was  pressed  by  my  betters.  Whether  I  have  it  or  have  it  not  all 
is  one  to  my  self.  But  to  be  defeatid  of  it  by  miiust  slaunders  as  that  I  am  an 
Enemye  of  yo1"  corpacion  &c  is  I  think  in  the  hardest  degree  of  measure  that  you 
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can  requite  yov  poore  neighbo1'  &  freende  wth.  Yf  it  please  you  to  trye  me  Then 
you  shall  see  whither  I  bee  an  honest  man  or  no.  Yf  not,  yet  condempne  me  not 
before  ye  have  tried  me  And  so  I  leave  the  whole  to  yor  best  discrecion 

Haseley  in  all  scribelid  hast  this  thuvsday  at  night  1586 

Yor  loving  freend 
J.  Thokmton 


When  he  was  come  bringing  wth  him  his  brother  M1'  Lane  M1'  harvye  finding 
ready  assemblid  Roger  hurlebut  Balif  Ric.  ffisher  Ric.  Townesend  John  ffisher 
Thomas  powell  Thomas  Jenks  John  Rigeley  Willm  Worcesto1'  &  Jolin  hicks  yt 
was  told  Mr  Throk1  that  as  M1'  Balif  was  given  tunderstand,  he  had  greatly  sought 
by  undue  meanes  to  be  placed  the  one  of  their  Burgesses  for  the  parliament 
wherby  was  like  to  happen  very  perillous  division  &  disencion  emongs  the  townes 
men  praid  him  therfore  to  have  due  consideracion  of  his  doings  and  to  that 

he  should  not  be  occasion  of  greater  mischief  then  might  afterwards  be  well 
remedyed  and  Mr  Balif  and  his  brethern  marvealid  not  a  litle  That  he  being  a 
gentleman  of  worship  and  wise  woold  offer  to  intrud  himself  into  such  a  perill  he 
placed  in  of  the  whole  corpacion  and  therfore  desired  him  to  forbeare  any  further 
travell  in  a  matter  nothing  concernyng  hym  ffor  (it  was  also  said  to  him)  that 
this  eleccion  of  Burgesses  for  this  borough  did  nothing  towch  him  being  a 
gentleman  &  no  binges  of  the  towne  nor  having  any  Interest  in  any  matters  or 
causes  of  the  towne  nor  any  colo1'  of  freehold  in  the  towne.  Therefore  he  in  no 
case  chargeable  or  to  be  trowblid  wfc  the  cares  of  the  towne.  being  also  dwelling 
out  of  the  towne  and  as  he  was  not  to  be  chargid  wth  the  cares  &  doings  and 
especially  in  this  point  of  elections  for  burgesses  of  the  parliament  So  was  he 
not  in  any  wise  to  take  uppon  him  that  place  if  he  were  electid  ffor  neither  may 
Mr  Balif  and  Burgesses  of  this  borough  elect  him  dwelling  out  of  the  borough  & 
being  not  of  the  corpacion  Bycause  the  election  must  be  made  acording  to  the 
La  we   which  by  expresse  woordes  saith  That  it  must  be  doone  by  freemen  & 
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L.H.Soapi.  burgesses  inhabiting  the  same  borough  also  bee  that  is  to  be 

that  ye   Citizens  &     chosen  a  burges  for  the  parliament  must  be  a  free  burges  & 

Bni'Sesaes    of     y°     dwelling  w'in  the  borough  at  the  tyme  of  election  Orells  the 

Cities  it  Boroughs 

be     chosen     men     election  is  not  good  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  borough  suhiect 

Citizens    &     Bur-     to  greevous  fyne  Therfore  and  forasmuch  also  as  this  borough  is 

gesses  resiant     n0{.  wq10ut  enemyes  (as  he  well  knoweth)  and  besides  that  many 

dwelling  &  free   in  .  -,         ,      ,  n.      -,       ,        .       ,,        n  1     1  • 

„.  .      .      occasions  ave  redye  to  be  onred  wherm  the  Burgesses  helpes  is 

the  same    Cities  &  o  i 

Boroughs  &  not  necessary  the  ?aid  Mr  Balief  &  his  brethern  have  thought  it  a 
other  in  anywise  matter  of  great  necessitie  to  mak  choice  of  one  of  them  selves 
for  this  tyme  And  therfore  doo  frendly  praye  him  to  forbeare  any  further  travel 
in  this  case  Wherby  they  should  be  quietid  of  such  a  broile  as  likely  is  to  happen 
much  to  their  grief  by  reason  of  some  froward  &  unreasonable  behavio1'  of  the 
worst  sort  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  in  deed  have  no  Interest  in  this  matter  wherof 
(they  trustid)  it  woold  please  him  to  have  due  consideracion.  To  this  Mr 
ThroknVton  answered  in  maner  as  he  had  written  that  he  of  himself  had  not 
sought  the  place  but  it  was  offred  unto  him  by  some  of  this  towne  and  even  by 
some  of  those  that  were  psent  &  others  of  the  same  company  who  had  grauntid 
their  good  willes  unto  him  and  therwth  chargid  M>  Townesend  Mr  Eigeley  & 
others  Mr  Grene  being  absent  who  had  to  divers  his  good  freends  some  knights  & 
the  Rest  Justices  of  the  peace  &  Esquires  labored  on  his  behalf  onely  M1'  balif  M1' 
R.  ffisher  Mr  J.  ffisher  Mr  Worceto1'  had  not  grauntid  but  all  the  Rest  both  to  Sr 
ffulk  Grevill  Mr  Verney  &  others  of  like  wol'ship  who  had  ernestly  excitid  him  to 
doo  that  he  did  wherunto  it  semed  also  that  many  of  the  honest  Inhabitants  had 
agreid  by  that  at  his  late  being  here  there  were  w*  him  not  so  fewe  as  iiijxx  or 
hundred  to  wliome  he  thinkith  himself  so  beholden  for  their  good  willes  That  he 
myndeth  to  put  it  to  the  Jurye  by  election  trusting  that  M1'  Balief  will  doo  as 
before  he  had  pmissed  to  make  publik  proclamacion  of  the  place  &  tyme  twoo 
dayes  before  the  election  and  in  so  doing  he  should  think  himself  well  delt  wtu 
and  then  if  it  were  not  given  him  he  woold  not  have  any  great  care  but  he  woold 
not  have  this  matter  huddled  upp  in  a  corner  as  the  most  of  yo1'  matters  bee 
amongs  yor  selfs  and  not  in  publik.  Besides  he  answered  that  although  he  were 
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not  dwelling  in  the  boorough  nor  a  burgesse  emong  you  yet  he  had  as  great 
privelege  as  other  the  queues  subiects  that  have  had  the  same  Romes  as  namely 
his  father  Atr  element  Throkmorton  who  had  bene  burges  for  the  tovvne  and  Mr 
dudley  whom  they  had  often  and  nowe  agayn  (as  it  is  said)  had  the  same  place 
And  then  he  being  a  gentleman  &  their  neighbo1'  might  be  aswell  allowed  of  if  it 
pleasid  (folio  242)  Mr  Balif  and  his  company  aud  he  trustid  that  he  had  given  no 
cause  bo  the  contrary  To  that  it  was  annswerid  That  as  towelling  the  ellection  of 
Mr  Thomas  dudley  they  had  therin  observed  the  order  of  the  Lawe  for  he  had 
bene  sworne  a  burges  of  the  towne  before  he  was  electid  for  the  pliam1  and  as  for 
Mr  clement  Throkmton  when  he  was  chosen  he  was  not  onely  a  good  freeholder 
in  the  towne  &  dwellid  there  and  kept  house  there  many  yeres  and  so  also  made 
a  burges  of  the  towne,  and  therfore  might  &  did  Lawfully  serve  the  place  But  the 
case  stondith  not  so  w'  yor  M1'  Throkmorton  nowe  for  to  o1'  knowelege  you  have 
no  maner  of  habitacion  within  this  borough  nether  doo  you  desire  to  be  a  burgesse 
of  the  Towne,  but  for  the  Parliament  where  peradventure  some  freends  of  yo's 
may  have  some  causes  in  handeling  And  evenso  peradventure  this  borough  may 
have  some  cause  there  pferrid  by  them  that  be  adversaryes  and  then  howe  much 
it  behoveth  the  towne  to  have  such  as  they  may  trust  and  wilbe  both  faithfull  & 
painfull  for  them  youe  may  consider.  Like  as  M1'  Balief  &  his  companye  doothe 
and  therfore  pray  you  to  desist  and  not  to  offer  any  further  wmdrawing  of  those 
townesmen  which  if  you  have  their  voyces  can  stand  you  in  no  steede  though  the 
nomber  may  be  greater  than  wee  think  for  wch  if  should  happen  so  as  part  taking 
should  breead  any  unlawfull  act  You  might  haply  breed  us  that  wee  woold  not 
nor  yo'self  aud  padventure  afterward  repent  youe.  I  meane  not  any  disorder  (said 
Mr  Throkrn1"11)  but  surely  sins  I  find  myself  so  farre  beholden  to  many  my  good 
neighbours  of  this  towne  that  have  pmised  me  I  will  put  it  to  the  question.  And 
if  I  fade  them  of  yt,  Yet  M1'  Eigeley  I  meane  to  meet  you  at  the  Parliam*  dore  to 
trye  the  title  betwene  you  &  me.  Well  (said  Mr  hardye)  Brother  Throkmorton  I 
peeve  that  Mr  Balief  &  his  company  are  in  doubt  least  they  may  have  some  thing 
for  the  towne  to  be  done  in  the  parliament  and  therfore  they  woold  look  to  have 
suche  as  they  send  thither  sworne  &  assured  to  them  and  they  have  reason  so  to 
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doo  (as  farre  as  1  peeve)  and  bherfore  1  could  wisshe  that  you  woold  shortely 
assure  yor  self  unto  them  as  Earre  as  reason  may  require.  So  I  will  said  M1' 
Throkmorton,  and  if  there  be  no  other  matter  I  will  doo  any  thing  shalbe  thought 
resonable  or  meete  and  may  stand  w1  duety  of  cristian  Religion  Yee  &  if  it  be  by 
othe,  though  [  trust  to  behave  my  self  so  as  they  shall  not  have  iust  cause  to 
mistrust  me.  To  that  it  was  annswered  To  have  you  swere  or  tak  an  othe  is  not 
all,  for  if  it  should  stand  uppon  that  point,  an  othe  w'hout  trustie  trueth  were 
but  a  meane  of  further  mischief  But  Lett  us  understand  truely  &  faithfully  yor 
mynde  how  you  stand  affectid  towards  the  good  of  this  borough  &  the  coinon 
weale  therof  and  setting  apart  the  matter  of  election  for  the  parliament  can  you 
be  well  content  to  become  a  burgesse  of  this  borrowe  and  be  sworne  to  the  good 
therof  and  to  beare  a  faithfull  &  freendly  affection  to  the  mayntenance  of  the 
state  therof,  and  to  be  ready  to  advannce  the  same  to  the  best  of  yo1'  power.  Yea 
surely  (said  M1'  Throkmton)  so  farre  as  shall  become  a  good  &  true  subiect  w* 
duety  to  god  &  my  prynce.  WUl  thies  speeches  the  most  of  the  hearers  were  much 
pleasid  and  some  said  you  are  a  good  gentleman,  and  we  trust  you  will  doo  for 
this  towne  as  yo1'  father  did  for  he  lovid  yt  and  so  we  trust  you  will  &c.  Then  was 
it  annswered  agayn  You  say  you  wilbe  content  to  binde  yo'-  self  w4  an  othe  to  the 
good  of  this  towne  and  to  the  mayntenance  of  the  comon  weale  &  promt  therof 
(And  w4  that  John  ffisher  drewe  out  a  paper)  &  said  Bicause  you  have  so  frankly 
offred  I  doo  consent  that  you  may  be  made  a  Burges  of  the  towne  &  be  sworne 
as  a  burges.  And  bicause  youe  may  the  better  consider  therof  before  ye  be  sworne 
here  is  the  tenor  of  an  othe  Wherof  I  pray  you  consider  and  then  resolue  w4 
yourself  &  us  whither  ye  will  swere  or  no,  Let  mee  see  it  saith  Mr  Throkmrton 
and  tooke  it  in  his  hand  &  red  it  And  pusing  it  twice  or  thries  over  said  I  will 
sweare  all  that  is  beare  saving  my  duety  to  god  &  my  prince,  Be  well  advised  of  it, 
said  Jo.  ffisher  and  if  you  fynd  anything  therm  worthy  reform acion  shewe  yor 
mynde  and  either  it  shalbe  emendid  orells  ye  shall  be  resouably  annswered  of  yor 
doubt  to  yor  liking  wee  trust.  wtu  that  M1'  Throkmorton  annswered  agayne  I  like 
the  othe  well  adding  some  fewe  woords  of  saving  as  before  Wheruppon  was 
delivered  unto  him  pen  &  Ink  &  he  was  desired  to  add  what  he  woold  wheruppon 
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taking  the  pen  Ink  &  paper  wl  his  owne  hand  he  wrote  on  the  last  end  one  lyne 
conteyning  thies  woordes  viz.  that  are  not  derogatorye  to  the  service  of 
god  and  her  lliatie  SO  help  me  god.  And  theruppon  said  agayne  give  me  a 
book,  &  I  will  sweare  willingly  wcU  his  willingnes  was  greatly  pleasing  to  the  most 
M  Job  Throckmorton  °f  ^he  company.  And  theruppon  a  service  book  was  brougbt  & 
takes  the  oath  of  a  laid  uppon  the  boords  before  them  all.  And  Mr  Throkm'ton  laing 
Barges  of  Warwicke  j^jg  }2and  on  the  book  did  openly  reade  the  othe  wch  conteyned 
thies  woordes  following  viz.  I  Jobe  Throkmorton  shall  faithfull  &  true  bee  to  the 
queues  matie  Elizabeth  queue  of  England  and  to  her  heires  &  lawfull  Successors 
Kings  &  Queues  of  Englond,  And  to  this  borough  of  Warwik  And  the  {franchises 
priveleges  libties  and  good  orders  of  tbe  same  borough  will  keep  maynteyn 
susteyne  and  defend  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power  &  skille  And  I  wilbe 
assisting  ayding  comforting  and  helping  to  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses 
of  this  borough  wth  the  best  of  my  power  witte  &  skille  for  the  good  govet,nmt 
and  benefitting  of  the  same  borough  liberties  &  franchises  and  the  people  of  the 
same,  And  I  will  not  have  any  consent  or  agreament  wth  any  person  to  the 
hurt  of  the  same  borough  or  to  the  dymynishing  of  the  {franchises  &  priveleges 
of  the  same  but  the  same  shall  ayde  and  defend  as  one  of  the  Burgesses 
of  this  borough  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power  in  all  thinges  that  are  not 
derogatory  to  the  servyce  of  god  &  her  matie  So  help  me  god,  and  kissed  the 
book.  The  company  thankid  him,  and  prayd  god  to  give  him  grace  to  kepe  it 
Then  said  Mr  Throkmorton,  Mr  Balief  &  M1'  All  nowe  that  I  am  sworne  and  that 
you  have  made  me  a  burges  of  yo1'  borough,  I  hartely  thank  you  and  doo  promise 
by  gods  grace  faithfully  to  doo  that  I  have  pmised  by  (folio  243)  my  othe  And  so 
woold  have  you  think  of  me  orells  not  to  be  countid  a  cristien.  And  nowe  I  saye 
&  offer  unto  you  that  if  it  will  please  youe  that  I  may  wl  yor  good  willes  bee  one 
of  the  Burgesses  for  this  parliament  I  will  wth  all  my  hart  thank  you  and  on  the 
other  side  if  you  like  not  to  chose  me  but  rest  uppon  some  one  of  yor  company  to 
serve  the  place  I  will  be  well  content  also  ffor  I  woold  youe  shoulde  think  that 
I  seek  not  the  place  for  myne  owne  gayne,  neither  woold  I  serve  there  w'out  yor 
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good  willes  and  therfore  advise  yor  selves  And  if  you  think  me  an  honest  man  & 
woorthy  the  trust  and  may  have  the  place  w*  yor  good  favo,-s  I  will  doo  the  best 
that  is  in  me  for  both  yor  &  my  discharge  though  haply  not  so  well  as  you 
hope  in  other. 

This  spech  after  the  other  movid  the  company  much  to  yeld  their  consents 
to  M1'  Throkmrfcon,  wch  being  pcevid,  John  ffisher  said  M1'  Throkmrton  albeit  that 
you  have  by  yor  othe  (wch  wee  tak  the  most  assured  band)  tied  yourself  to  the 
good  of  the  towne  yet  you  knovve  it  is  not  that  theruppon  you  shalbe  or  burges 
for  the  parliament  wch  nevertheles  wee  could  the  soner  have  yeldid  unto  if  soner 
wee  had  knovven  yor  good  will  &  affection  towardes  the  towne,  as  howe  wee  doo 
belive  it  But  I  must  let  you  knowe,  that  yo1'  so  seking  the  place  wlhout  or  as  I 
may  saye  against  or  good  willes,  I  meane  M1'  Balief  &  principall  Burgesses  &  other 
burgesses  who  have  iustly  have  most  Interest  in  thies  accions,  did  not  a  litle 
trowble  us,  and  made  us  to  doubt  of  yor  frendshipp,  and  so  much  the  more  that 
wee  pcevid  yo1'  fatxiyliarity  w1  Richard  Brooke,  and  his  diligent  laboring  of  those 
that  be  redy  to  ronne  headlong  into  any  loosenesse  Besides  that  I  myself  think 
my  self  not  a  litle  iniured  in  that  I  should  be  thrust  out  of  that  place  wherin  to 
my  no  litle  charge  I  have  spent  bothe  tyme  &  yeres  not  so  fewe  as  xvj  or  xviij 
and  I  trust  behavid  myself  so  as  howe  soever  myne  owne  causes.  Yet  them  of  the 
towne  have  bene  carefully  lookid  unto  And  more  then  that  me  thinkith  that  my 
Interest  should  be  pferid  to  that  place  by  the  quene  or  soueigne  Ladyes  consent. 

(This  is  a  somewhat  abrupt  termination  of  minutes  of  these  proceedings) 

(folio  243  to  252)  (some  records  of  Leases ;  most  of  the  pages  blank.) 

(folio  252)  Md  That  on  wensdaie  the  xxvm  of  Septembr  in  the  Thirtieth  yere  of  or 
Souereigne  Lady  Quene  Elizabeth.  Mr  henry  Bestoich  Servaunt  to  the  Ladye 
counties  of  Essex  &  Leycester  widowe  brought  from  the  right  honorable  Lorde 
Ambrose  Earle  of  Warwik  a  Ire  directid  to  the  Balieff  &  Burgesses  of  Warwik 
requesting  that  Tho.  dudley  Esquire  might  bee  electid  one  of  theire  burgesses  for 
the  Parliament  for  the  said  towne.  The  tenor  of  which  Ire  ensueth.  viz. 
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To  my  very  loving  freends  the  Balief  &  Burgesses  of  Wanvik 

After  my  hartie  comendacions  Wheras  you  are  nowe  to  make  choice  of  the 
Burgesses  of  the  parliament  for  yor  towne  I  have  thought  good  to  recomende  unto 
you  my  kinsman  Thomas  Dudley  to  bee  used  in  that  place  for  you.  hee  is  a  man 
who  hath  heretofore  servid  in  the  same  place,  and  of  that  sufficiencye  every  wave 
as  I  knowe  not  wch  way  you  might  better  be  spedde,  and  therfore  I  woolde 
entreat  you  to  make  present  choice  of  him  and  Lett  me  understand  of  the  same 
by  yor  Ires  I  woolde  be  lothe  he  should  be  preventid  by  any  other  mans  sute  unto 
you.  And  therfore  I  desire  yor  expedicion  herein  wch  I  will  take  in  very  good  part, 
and  thank  you  all  in  his  behalf  So  I  bid  you  hartely  farewell,  ffrom  London  this 
xxjth  of  September  1588. 

Yo1'  assured  loving  freend 
A.  Warwik 

This  Ire  was  deliuered  by  the  said  Mr  Bestoich  to  John  ffisher  in  thabsence 
of  Mr  William  Worster  Balief  And  the  said  M1'  Bestoich  further  said  That  my  L 
of  Warwiks  spciall  desire  was  to  have  annswere  ymediately  to  wcU  speche  the 
said  ffisher  annswered  that  the  Ire  being  directid  to  Mr  Balief  and  the  burgesses 
It  became  not  him  to  open  the  said  Ire  untill  the  balief  might  be  present,  who 
woold  be  at  home  this  night  As  the  said  ffisher  did  think  And  if  it  might  please 
Mr  Bestoich  to  tarry  for  answer  he  woold  send  for  Mr  Balief  to  make  his  sperlye 
returne.  To  that  Mr  Bestoich  replied  that  he  had  very  earnest  busines  to  be  this 
day  dispached  at  kenel.  wch  must  be  doone  w1  all  spede  and  having  ocasion  to 
send  a  messinger  the  same  night  to  my  L  of  Warwik  he  did  instantly  desire  to 
have  annswere  sent  to  his  bowse  the  lodge  in  kenelworth  park  this  night  by  ix 
or  x  of  the  clock  and  he  woold  pay  the  messinger  but  he  could  not  tarye  Wher- 
The  Earle  of  Leic.  uppon  the  said  ffisher  using  some  other  speaches  tunderstond 
newly  dead  whither  the  funerall  of  therle  of  LeycesfN  should  be  here  at 

(a)  The  Earl  of  Leycester  died  on  the  4tb  of  September,  at  Corubury  Park,  Oxfordshire,  of  a 
fever  which  be  took  while  journeying  to  Keuilworth  :  his  body  was  brought  to  Warwick,  and  buried 
in  the  lieauchamp  Chapel. 
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Warwik  &  whan  the  same  should  bee,  lie  pmised  to  move  Mr  Balief  &  the 
prineipall  Burgesses  for  their  anuswere  and  to  returne  the  same  to  him  that  night 
\vcl1  was  doone  acordingly.  And  the  annswer  by  Ire  as  followMi  viz 

To  the  right  honorable  or  very  good  L  Therle  of  Warwik  his 
good  Lordship 
Oure  dutie  in  most  humble  maner  pmised  to  yor  good  L  The  same  maie 
please  to  be  advertised  That  uppon  receipt  of  your  honorable  Ires  this  daie 
towelling  thellection  of  M1'  Thomas  dudley  to  bee  one  of  the  burgesses  for  the 
parliam*  for  this  Towne.  Wee  are  readye  &  most  willing  to  satisfie  yor  L  request 
so  farre  as  in  us  Lieth  Neverthelesse  untill  some  warraunt  come  under  her  maties 
great  seale  thellection  can  not  be  perfitid  Yelding  unto  yor  bono1-  all  dutifull 
gratuitie  as  becometh  us  in  this  &  all  things  ells.  At  Warwik  this  xxvth 
Septembr  1588 

Yor  most  honorable  L  to  comaund 
Wm  Worster  balief  Eichard  ffisher  Eicherd  Townesend  John 
ffisher  Tho.  Powell  Jo  Eigeley  Jo.  Grene.  Eo.  Sheldon.  Eoger 
hurlebutt  Jo  hicks  cristofer  knight.  Jo.  Townesend. 

(folio  253  to  267)  (Most  of  the  pages  blank;  the  remainder  contain  some  records  of 
leases,  among  which  are  in  the  year  1593,  a  lease  to  Thomas  Beufoe  Esquire  and 
Ursula  his  wife  of  the  Churchyard  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  Shire  Hall  Garden,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  30/-,  and  a  lease  to  Mr.  Thomas  Powell  of  a  "  shoppe  or  roome 
under  the  southeast  end  of  the  schole  in  the  markett  place  "  for  the  yearly  rent 
of  6s.  8d.) 

(On  folio  263  there  is  the  following) 

"  Uppon  Wensdaie  beeinge  the  xijth  daie  of  December  1593  the  Balliue 
and  Burgesses  did  after  the  deathe  of  Humphrey  Weeringe  clarke  vicar  of  the 
pishe  churche  in  Sfc  Nicholas  in  Warwick  prsente  to  the  saide  churche  one 
Hercules  Marrell  " 
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(On  folio  266  in  a  report  of  a  meeting  held  on  the  4th  of  December  1594 
there  is  the  following) 

Mr  Tho.  Hall  sclioole-  On    that   instant    daie   in   the  same  place  Mr   Thomas 

mrmakes 2 requests  HallM  Scholemr  did  move  to  Mr  Bailiue  and  the  rest  of  the 
Burgesses  fcwoo  requests  being  both  reasonable  and  therefore  doubtid  not  of  the 
grant  The  one  was  that  hee  might  bee  disburdened  and  eased  of  the  charge  and 
treble  of  readinge  cotnon  praier  in  the  churche.  The  reasons  inducing  him  here- 
unto was  not  his  owne  labor  wch  or  greater  hee  would  most  willinglie  susteine  for 
them  and  the  whole  congregation  but  that  hee  was  in  dutie  bond  to  attend 
another  office  the  f Luichon  whereof  was  by  this  meanes  in  some  measure  hindered 
yet  not  soe  much  neglected  as  the  mallice  of  some  harts  did  conceive,  or  the 
spight  of  some  loose  toungs  reporte  the  woh  that  hee  might  the  better  sstane  hee 

The  multiplicity   of     wholie  would  imploy  himself  whereunto  hee  was  called.  The 

Schooleinaisters         other  petition  hee  made  not  for  his  owne  gaine  although  some 

perhapps  would  censure  him  covetous  of  the  wch  vice  hee  frelie 

clearde  himself  but  for  the  avoydance  of  some  misconvenience  wch  might  ensue, 

(a)  The  name  of  tbis  minister  is  not  included  in  the  list  of  Vicars  given  in  Dugdale.  In  the 
list  Andrew  Bordman  is  mentioned  as  having  been  appointed  in  1590,  and  next  to  him  Richard 
Venour  in  1639.  The  place  on  the  list  for  Thomas  Hall  is  therefore  between  these  two.  Tbis  Vicar 
seems  to  be  have  given  some  trouble  to  the  Corporation,  for  in  the  minute  book  referred  to  on  p.  221, 
I  find  the  following  minute  made  at  a  meeting  on  November  6th,  1618,  "  That  Mi"  Bayliffe  and  twoo 
of  his  company  talke  w'1'  Mr  Hall  about  bis  invective  sermons  and  reprochfull  &  scaudolous 
speeches  against  the  Baylife  &  Burgesses  &  if  uppon  their  motion'  he  will  not  reconcyle  himselfe 
and  be  peaceable  then  articles  to  be  exhibited  against  him  to  the  highe  Comissioners.''  Again  on 
the  10th  of  August,  1631,  there  is  a  record  of  the  Corporation  having  added  to  M1"  Hall's  stipend, 
and  of  his  dissatisfaction  coupled  with  a  threat  of  legal  proceedings:  the  minute  stales  that  "he 
spareth  not  disgracefully  to  reproach  ns  retorninge  evill  for  good,"  they  therefore  decided,  until  he 
withdrew  his  threat  to  give  him  no  more  than  they  were  bound  by  the  Charter  to  give.  The 
matter  was  amicably  settled,  for  on  the  7th  of  October,  1631,  there  is  a  minute  that  the  Bailiff  and 
Burgesses  "takeing  into  their  consideracon  the  request  made  by  Mr  Thomas  Hall  Vicr.ar  of  S' 
Maries  for  some  increase  of  his  mayntennce,  and  weighinge  well  his  great  chardge  and  paynes 
taken  in  the  execution  of  his  ministeriall  ffunction  in  the  visitacon  and  comfoitinge  of  sicke  psons 
his  hospitallity  and  Charitye  in  reliuing  the  poore  and  that  the  said  Mr  Hail  is  now  aged  and  hath 
more  cause  of  expence  then  heretofore  haue  therefore  thought  fitt  and  soe  agreed  to  pave  unto  him 
in  increase  of  his  stipend  the  benefitt  and  pfitt  of  the  Easter  booke  yearly  or  xhin  money  in  lewe 
thereof,  which  the  said  Mr  Hall  doth  thankfully  accept  &c. 
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that  the  nomber  of  teachers  and  scholem™  might  bee  w'liin  this  borough  abated 
The  toleration  of  whom  impugned  coinon  law  of  the  realme,  imposed  penaltie 
uppon  the  corporacion  insured  diversitie  of  opinion,  and  prjudiced  the  good 
education  of  yonge  schollers.  To  the  first  his  continuance  in  the  place  untill 
suche  time  as  they  were  convenientlie  furnished  wUl  some  other  sufficient  whs 
desired  whereunto  bee  consented  for  the  later  necessarie  reformacion  wtb  equall 
and  indyfferent  favor  was  pmised. 

30th  Sept.  1595.  Copy  of  bond  entered  into  by  Edmund  Gregory 
on  his  being  appointed  Town  Clerk  by  Sir  John  Puckering  Knight,  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  great  seal  of  England  and  Eecorder  of  Warwick. 

(folio  267)  It  is  also  by  generall  consent  of  Mr  Bailiue  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
principall  Burgesses  this  instant  daie  agreid  that  Widow  Dungon  should  be 
dispossessid  of  the  seate  wherein  shee  sittith  in  the  pishe  church  of  Sl  Maries 
in  Warwick,  and  that  the  wife  of  Willm  Spicer  and  Thomas  Ichinor  togither  wUl 
the  twoo  daughters  of  Isabell  ffisher  widow  deceased  shall  there  be  placed 


(The  following  is  an  order  for  certain  poor  not  belonging  to  the  town  to 
remove  out  of  it) 

ffebruary  20"' 
1604 

(folio  268)  Wheras  manie  inconveniences  have  accrued  to  the  estate  of  this  boroughe 
by  receavinge  straungers  of  the  poorer  sorte  heere  to  inhabite  and  tolleratinge 
an  excessive  multitude  of  Innemates  bothe  doth  threaten  ioynchlie  a  sodeane 
desolation  unlesse  providence  by  execution  of  good  orders  in  that  behalfe  pvent 
the  iminent  danger  It  is  this  daie  orderid  that  these  psons  undernamed  shall 
avoyde  suche  tenemts  as  they  have  harboored  by  suche  time  as  is  unto  them 
assigned 

BB 
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tt  pi.  ward. 

tollerated.     Edmonde  Linstrey 

James   Norton  respighted  onelie  untill  the  feaste  of  Sfc  John 

Baptiste  at  the  farthist. 
Simon  holliocke 
Jhou  Knight 

Grafton  appoynted  to  giue  securitie  for  dischardge  of  y° 
boroughe  before  the  next  Leete 


West  street  wa:  Eicharde  ffisher  inioyned  to  remove  his  nndertenaunts  at  the 

feaste  of  the  annunciation  of  the  blessed  virgin  marie 
next. 

Eichard  marshall  appoyncted  to  avoyde  his  Innemate  at  the 
same   time   Thomas   Venables,    undertaken   by    George 
clerke  yt  hee  shalbee  removed  at  that  time. 
Jhon  ffreeman 
Thomas  Eogers 
Henrie  Bishopp  required  to  giue  securitie  for  dischardge  at  the 

next  Leete 
Jhon  Griffin 
Stephen  Arlethrope 
Saltesford  ward  Jhon  Thompson 

tollerated     Eichard  hardinge 

Eichard  Tandie  appoyncted  to  remove  Beniamin  Dale  before 

the  feast  of  the  annunciation  of  o1'  ladie  next 
Eichard  upcote 
tollerated     Jhon  cater 
Jhon  Large 
tollerated     Jhon  Adkins 
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George  clerke  undertaketh  after  the  deathe  or  depture  of  the 
psont  tenaunts  not  to  admitt  anie  other  in  liis  newe 
erected  cotags. 

castle  street  wa :  Samuell  Jarvys 

Mr  Riclgeley 

Smith  street  wa :  Baldwin  Loyndon 

Richard  Poors  inioyned  to  avoyde  his  tennts  before  the  feast  of 

Sl  Jhon  Baptist 
Widowe  Shottiswell  limited  the  same  time  for  the  like 
Peter  Proffitt  respighted  untill  the  feast  of  Sl  michaell. 
michaell  harriott  pmisethe  after  the  death  or  depture  of  the 

p'seht  tenaunts  not   to  place  anie   other   in    his   nevve 

erected  cotags. 
Widowe  Nicholas 
Jhon  Lee 
Jhon  wiggs 

(folio  269)  Julie        Thomas  Savage  to  remove  his  Innemate  before  the  feast  of  Sl 
street  wa .  Jhon  Baptist  to  give  securitie  for   good    behavior   and 

dischardge  &c. 

Bridgeude  wa  :  henrie  Patston 

tollerated     christian  hemings 

tollerated     Thomas  cater 
henrie  ffurnishe 

Jhon  Shenston 

Jhon  Sloughe  either  to  bring  securitie  at  the  next  Leete  for 

(  )  Addo  or  else  to  remove  him  before  the  feaste  of 

Sl  michaell 
Eichard  woodward. 
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February  27  1604.  2  Mr  Baliue  havinge  assembled  uuto  hhn  in  the   courte 

house  at  the  shire  hall  the  greatest  pte  of  the  principall 
Burgesses  and  divers  of  the  burgesses  assistantes  did  then  signifie  what  exceedinge 
chardges  did  accrue  by  the  necessarie  reliefe  of  the  visited  psons  wtl'  the  plauige 
and  Lowe  all  the  somes  of  money  wch  had  beene  collected  either  by  waie  of 
taxation  gifte  or  lawe  either  from  companies  or  private  psons  was  disbursed  and 
that  some  meanes  must  presentlie  bee  made  for  supplie  of  their  wante,  where- 
uppon  they  findinge  that  the  companies  of  masons  and  tilers  carpenters  and 
ioygners,  Bakers,  Sheremen  and  Dyers  Sadlers  and  whelewrights  had  not  allowed 
anie  contribution  It  was  ordered  that  those  severall  companies  shoulde  bee 
required  either  to  giue  or  lende  a  certenie  some  to  that  charitable  use,  or 
otherwise  warrants  to  bee  sente  according  to  lawe  for  the  assessinge  of  the 
pticuler  psons  of  the  said  companies.  Then  did  this  writer^  intimate  unto  Mr 
Baliue  and  the  rest  that  usuallie  at  the  enteraunce  of  his  office  the  commendable 
orders  made  for  the  more  civill  and  politacke  order  and  governemente  of  this 
boroughe  were  accustomed  to  bee  redd  that  eache  instructed  shoulde  bee  rearlie 
to  pforme  duetie  and  none  throughe  ignorance  shoulde  excuse  his  neglecte  the 
w*"1'  hitherto  had  beene  forborne  in  regarde  there  had  beene  none  opportunitie 
offred  of  soe  convenient  an  assemblie  :  uppon  wch  mocon  they  were  publicklie 
redd  muche' commended,  but  never  observed,  In  readinge  whereof  some  of  the 
Burgesses  assistents  did  note  that  after  the  decease  of  anie  of  their  companie  or 
depture  out  of  the  towne,  there  shoulde  bee  a  newe  election  made  for  succession 
wthin  a  time  limited  wcU  was  not  accomplished,  and  therefore  they  desired  that 
their  nomber  might  bee  full  filled  ;  And  it  appearinge  that  there  were  two  wan  tinge 
George  Jhonson  glover,  and  Anthonie  Paule  butcher  were  assigned  in  their 
roomes,  whose  oathe  was  respighted  untill  some  fittinge  time.  After  that  this 
writer  willed  them  to  remember  what  great  losse  the  borough  had  sustenied  by  a 
wrongfull  detention  by  the  space  of  manie  yeares  of  the  annuall  rent  of  ciijs  iiijfl 
due  for  the  late  dispked  grounds  out  of  Wedgenocke  requestinge  that  howsoever 
some  in  private  respecte  had  beene  heretofore  remisse,  yet  nowe   they  woulde 

Prow  the  handwriting  the  writer  appears  to  Lave  been  M'  William  Spicer. 
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have  a  general)  care  of  the  comon  welfare  whereuuto  they  were  in  conscience  by 
oathe  bouude  and  hee  shewinge  unto  them  a  uoate  signed  \\"'  the  bande  of  the 
Register  of  the  Diocesse  of  Worcester,  wherein  an  absolute  composicion  was  made 
what  distincte  rate  everie  severall  grounde  shoulde  paie  they  thought  meefce  to 
continue  that  w1'1  former  recorde  woulde  wUl  most  ease  warraute:  But  because 
fchroughe  reason  of  longe  discontinuance  the  memorie  of  those  tenants  and  the 
rather  throughe  divission  of  the  grounds  was  worne  out  it  was  resolved  that  M' 
holbache  one  of  the  auncietest  of  the  principall  and  Jhon  weale  one  of  the  eldest 
of  the  assistaut  Burgesses  shoulde  associate  this  writer  to  take  survey  of  the 
grounds  yl  notice  had  of  the  prsent  tenants  a  speadie  course  might  bee  resolved 
for  recoverie  of  a  due  right.  Then  this  writer  acknowledginge  himself  thankfull 
to  Mr  Bailiue  and  all  the  rest  for  a  leace  to  their  owne  benefitt  by  increase  of  rente 
and  his  good  wthout  demaunde  of  fine  they  had  sealed  unto  him  of  the  rectoi'ie 
of  Budbrook  signified  that  he  did  finde  by  some  records  that  the  psonage  shoulde 
bee  possessed  of  more  lande  and  manie  other  rights  and  proffitts  then  nowe  it 
inioyed,  wherewith  it  was  his  duetie  to  acquainte  them  leavinge  anie  farther 
pceedinge  therein  to  theire  owne  discretion,  yet  insinuatinge  that  althoughe  hee 
was  noe  waie  contentious  yet  uppon  good  grounde  to  mainteine  the  right  hee 
woulde  not  suffer  the  boroughe  to  the  good  estate  whereof  hee  was  sworne  to 
indure  anie  manifest  and  apparant  wronge.  And  therefore  requested  that  the 
evidence  concerning^  the  said  rectorie  i  emaininge  in  the  conion  cheste  might  be 
veiwed  yl  beinge  truelie  informed  hee  might  deale  as  conscience  shoulde  directe. 
To  the  wch  they  willingelie  consented  appointinge  that  uppon  the  first  daie  of 
marche  then  next  followinge  by  seaven  of  the  clocke  in  the  morninge  they  woulde 
be  readie  to  make  searche  for  suche  writings  as  shoulde  bee  thought  requisite. 
These  things  thus  determined  Mr  Bailiue  informed  them  that  hee  had  one  matter 
more  to  move  at  the  request  of  an  honest  gentleman  their  neighbor  well  knowen 
to  them  all  M1'  combe  whose  desire  was  to  surrender  upp  a  lease  wch  hee  had  of  the 
tithes  of  muiton  feilde  ioynetlie  wth  the  tithes  of  cotton  and  hardwicke  feilds 
togither  wth  the  privie  tithes  of  Sfc  Nicholas  and  onelie  to  take  a  lease  of  cotton  and 
hardwicke  feilds  wth  the  privie  tithes  not  doubtainge  but  he  shoulde  obteine  that 
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favor  to  have  y!  lease  renewed  for  the  tenne  of  xxj  yeaves  wherein  hee  had  xj 
yeares  to  come  yf  hee  soe  longe  lived.  This  mocon  was  somewliat  disbastefull  yet 
it  seined  savorie  ptlie  for  affection  ptelie  for  feare  the  tounge  not  utteringe  what 
the  harte  eonceaved  made  the  niinde  muche  distracted  and  the  speaches  differente, 
some  comendinge  the  gentleman,  some  lespectinge  the  profitte  of  the  towne 
desired  forberannce  of  grauntinge  leases  in  reversion,  some  pleaded  the  power  of 
the  gentleman  to  doe  good,  some  approved  his  will,  all  consented  to  yeld  a 
kindness,  but  manie  doubted  of  the  meanes  and  manner  how.  A  iust  scruple  was 
made  that  the  surrender  woulde  rather  impeache  the  profitt  then  augment  the 
estate  of  the  boroughe,  for  that  uowe  there  was  yearlie  to  bee  paide  xlH  for  the 
rent  reserved  uppon  the  lease,  wL'h  yf  hee  shoulde  yelde  upp  then  shoulde  hee 
have  a  lease  of  cotton  and  hard  wick  tithes  togither  wtb  the  privie  tithes,  and  paie 
onelie  the  rente  of  xxtie  marks  yearlie,  nowe  the  moitie  of  muiton  tithes  whereof 
Mr  combe  was  onelie  possessed  (althoughe  uppon  the  acceptance  of  the  lease  hee 
assured  himselfe  of  the  whole  coulde  not  be  worthe  xltie  marks  yearlie  soe  that 
the  rente  by  this  meanes  shoulde  bee  extenuated  wcU  reason  and  providence 
coulde  not  admitt.  while  muche  debate  was  made  and  noe  conclusion  coulde  bee 
had  this  writer  who  because  hee  had  noe  voyce  in  graunte  thought  silence  best 
to  beeseeme  him  yet  wishinge  an  issue  in  the  cause  desired  libertie  to  speake 
fewe  words  on  the  matter  soe  muche  controverted.  Affirminge  that  the  time  was 
a  time  of  consultation  wherein  neither  favor  nor  feare  ought  to  bee  respected, 
the  place  a  place  of  counsel  wherein  as  deliberation  was  used,  soe  he  hoped 
secrecie  woulde  be  observed,  hee  had  noe  purpose  to  speake  against  the  gentleman 
to  whome  hee  wished  all  aquall  kindnes  or  service  of  love  or  duetie ;  but  hee  was 
resolved  to  speake  for  the  boroughe  whereof  hee  was  bounde  to  have  an  especiall 
regarde.  And  because  hee  was  the  instrumente  of  the  first  grant  pticalerlie 
interesstd  wth  the  whole  proceedings  hee  iudged  it  his  pte  to  relate  that  his 
rnemoirie  reteaineth  therein.  After  that  one  Eicharde  Brooke  (a  man  of  whome 
I  make  noe  farther  mention  for  that  manie  leafes  of  this  booke  are  spotted  wtu 
the  infamie  of  his  name  and  yet  doe  not  conteine  all  his  reproache)  had  longe 
iniuriouslie  deteined  the  moietie  of  the  tithes  of  muiton  by  force  wthout  coulor 
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of  righte,  and  the  other  pte  by  prtence  of  a  lease  supposte  avoydable  this  writer 
for  the  Bettinge  of  a  peace  and  increase  of  profitt  privatelie  conferred  wUl  M1' 
combe  bo  bee  certified  by  him  whither  yf  M1'  Bailiue  and  others  the  Burgi 
woulde  graunte  him  a  lease  of  all  the  tithes  of  Muiton  the  moietie  whereof  they 
in  that  yeare  had  gotten  in  to  their  possession,  and  the  other  moietie  might  bee 
by  lawe  recovered  for  the  yearlie  rente  of  xltie  marks  hee  woulde  accept  of  the 
same  and  soe  ioynctlie  take  a  lease  of  those  tithes  whereof  hee  had  a  former 
estate,  and  these  yf  soe  they  woulde  tender  them  for  the  yearlie  rent  of  xl11  hee 
then  wished  the  writer  to  feele  the  disposition  of  M1'  Bailiue  and  the  rest  therein, 
whereof  when  the  writer  did  certifie  him  hee  shoulde  receave  his  directe  answere 
The  then  M1'  Bailiue  heinge  a  faithfull  welwiller,  and  others  moved  w11'  their 
owne  quietnes  and  better  gaine  at  the  instance  of  this  writer  sett  downe  an  order 
in  these  words  insuinge.  This  is  the  effect  and  true  meaninge  of  or  intente  and 
purpose.  In  consideracon  of  the  counsell  wch  M1'  Willm  Combe  hathe  heretofore 
given  and  hereafter  shall  giue,  and  the  paines  wch  hee  hathe  alreadie  taken,  and 
hereafter  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  as  often  as  occasion  requirethe  shall 
take  and  imploye  to  and  for  the  use  of  this  boroughe  wee  willingelie  condiscende 
to  demise  unto  him  all  the  tithes  of  miton  and  coton  fields  whin  the  pi  she  of  S' 
Nicholas  in  Warwicke  for  the  terme  of  xxj  yeares  from  the  feast  of  the  blessed 
virgin  S1  Marie  last  paste  yf  hee  soe  longe  liue  for  and  under  the  yearlie  rente  of 
xltie  pounds  to  bee  paide  qterlie  at  foure  usuall  feasts  or  wthin  fourteene  daies 
after  the  saide  feasts,  and  for  defalte  of  paiemente  wthin  the  time  limited,  or 
intente  is  that  the  estate  and  demise  shall  forthwith  determine  and  sm'cease.  And 
yf  it  shall  happen  that  M1'  Combe  shall  depte  this  life  before  the  ende  of  eleven 
yeares  next  insuinge  the  date  hereof,  yet  or  true  intente  is  that  his  Executors 
shall  holde  and  inioye  the  saide  tithes  for  and  under  the  rente  above  remembred 
in  suche  sorte  to  bee  paide  for  three  yeaves  next  and  imediatelie  insuinge  the 
recited  eleven  yeares ;  soe  y*  these  covenants  bee  in  the  saide  demise  inserted  yl 
Mr  Combe  shall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  save  harmeles  us 
and  or  successors  from  all  trobles,  suites,  expencs,  and  chardgs  (folio  270)  wcl1  by 
reason  and  meanes  of  suche  demise  maie  arise.  And  alsoe  shall  not  assigne  nor 
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sett  over  the  saide  tithes  nor  anie  pte  thereof  at  anie  time  unlesse  hee  demise  the 
same  to  us  or  ov  successors.  In  witnes  whereof  wee  whose  names  are  subscrihed 
doe  hereunto  giue  or  consent,  the  xxxth  daie  of  maie  1594.  Raphe  Townsend 
bailiue  Thomas  powell  J  lion  Greene  .Roger  Hurlebutt,  Jhon  Townsende,  Willm 
harmer.  Willm  Spicer,  Barnabee  Holbache,  Thomas  Camell  Rob1  West  Thomas 
Lathburie  Willm  hopkins.  This  order  beeinge  brought  to  London  by  the  writer 
and  delivered  to  M1'  Combe  in  his  chamber  at  the  middle  temple,  wUl  thanks  to 
the  messinger  hee  entered  into  consideration  of  the  cause  and  takinge  into  his 
studie  the  writer  revolved  manie  bookes  and  findinge  manie  cases  resolved 
accordinge  to  his  desire  yet  doubtfull  of  the  evente  requested  one  weeks  libtie  for 
answer  wch  the  messinger  willingelie  attendinge  in  duetie  to  the  boroughe,  in  love 
to  him,  after  conferance  had  and  counsell  receaved  wtu  and  from  severall  Justics 
of  either  benches  as  alsoe  diverse  srieants  at  the  lawe  wth  others  his  freuds,  he 
was  determined  to  imbrace  the  offer  and  requestinge  the  writer  to  imploye  his 
paines  therein  hee  omitted  no  covenience  for  fartheraunce  of  yl  busines  ;  wch  was 
wth  kinde  offer,  and  like  acceptance  pformed.  Thus  havinge  delivered  a  true 
reporte  of  the  pcedent  circumstances  and  sheawinge  the  specified  order  signed 
under  the  hands  of  M1'  Bailiue  and  some  others  then  prsent  hee  desired  them  to 
remember  the  motiue  wch  induced  them  to  grante  wcU  was  two  folde  counsell  and 
paines,  both  past  and  future  wch  included  the  terme  duringe  life  and  therefore 
consonant  wth  their  former  love  to  yelde  estate  for  terme  of  life  likewise  to 
consider  thereafter  wch  induced  his  acceptance,  wch  was  simply  hope  of  gaine, 
whereof  hee  beeinge  made  frustrate,  it  was  reputed  inconveniente  that  the 
boroughe  should  loose  a  certenientie  of  p'sente  rente  to  hasarde  the  doubtefull 
losse  ;  hee  utterlie  disproved  abatemente  of  rente,  as  wronge  to  the  boroughe,  hee 
disallowed  the  increase  of  rente  p'sentlie,  as  iniurie  to  the  gentleman  wished  the 
continuance  of  his  lease  duringe  his  life  wyh  hee  did  trust  shoulde  bee  kindlie 
imbraced.  After  that  a  mocon  was  made  by  one  that  seeinge  M1'  Combe  was  verie 
familiarlie  acquainted  w11'  Mr  Wagstaffe  who  had  an  estate  in  the  other  moietie 
of  muiton  tithes,  that  request  shoulde  bee  made  to  M1'  Combe  to  procure  uppon 
fittinge  consideration  the  surrender  of  the  estate  of  yl  moietie  from  M1'  Wagstaffe 
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that  beinge  possessed  of  the  whole  they  might  more  bee  mauled  bo  shewe  favor 
Id  M '  Combe  pfessinge  this  kindnes  that  duringe  his  life  hee  shoulde  obteine  his 

di'siri-,  w'1'  receaved  a  generall  applause  and  consente.  Tlien  there  was  speache 
hadde  of  a  lease  bo  be  demised  to  Willin  Shardley  of  the  howse  wherein  bee  nowe 
dwellethe  in  northgate  streete  wherein  by  reason  of  his  great  chardges  hee  had 
disbursed  for  reparacons  of  the  same  some  favor  was  requested  either  for  an  easie 
fine  or  longe  ternie  the  first  was  thought  reasonable  the  other  intolerable 
improvinge  anie  p'sident  by  grauntinge  an  estate  above  the  terme  of  xxj  yeares 
to  deprive  the  righte  of  succeeding  posteiitie.  whereuppon  it  was  concluded  yl  hee 
should  have  a  lease  for  xxj  yeares  for  the  fine  of  xxlk'  marks,  a  doublinge 

the  auncient  rente  wch  now  hee  paide. 


(folio  272)  Eleccon  of  Burgesses  for  the  Parlement  in  december  Anno  xviij0  Regis 
Jacobi  1620 

Shern'ffs  wan-aunt  Memorand,  that  the  Tenth  of  December  Anno  xviij0  of 

the  Kinge  above 

Mr  Richard  Yardley  then  Baylif  receaued  a  Warraunt  from  Sr  Thomas 
Temple  Knight  then  highe  Sheriefe  of  the  Countie  of  Warr.  for  eleccion  of  twoo 
Burgesses  to  be  at  the  Parlement  to  beginne  the  xvjtu  of  January  then  next 
folio winge  wcl)  pcept  conteyned  the  wrytt  of  Comons  verbatim  directed  to  the 
Sherief  in  forme  before  Bntred 

Eileccoii  By  vertue  of  woh  warraunt  uppon  the  xxvitb  of  december 

then  next  following  the  said  Mr  Richard  Yardley  baylief  Mr  John  Townsend  Mr 
Rayfe  Townsend  M1'  John  Rigeley  Mr  Alexander  Rogers  M1'  Edward  Saunders, 
M1'  Richard  Lee  M1*  Thomas  Shakespere,  M1'  Alexander  dungan.  M1'  Willm 
Hopkins,  Mr  Michaell  Harryott  and  M1"  Thomas  Chanders  xi  of  the  principall 
Burgesses,  and  Michael  Moore  Anthony  Pall,  Humfrey  Jenkes,  George  Johnson, 
Thamas  cowper,  John  corpson,  Thomas  Kempe  John  Jewce,  Rob1  watts,  John 
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collyus  Thomas  Higgins  &  George  weale  the  xii  assistant  Burgesses  assembled 
at  the  court  house  at  the  Sheere  hall  who  beinge  there  together 
in  their  court  house  had  notice  of  divers  ffreeholders  &  inhabitants  assembled 
together  in  the  yard  of  the  sheer  hall,  wheruppon  it  was  advised  that  Mr  l^aylive 
&  Mr  Norton  Townclerke  should  goo  downe  &  know  the  cause  of  their  assembly 
&  require  them  to  depte  At  whose  coming  downe  they  found  there  Thomas 
Holhach,  Humfry  Kirbie  Willm  Pall  &  others  to  the  nomber  of  thirtie  psons  & 
more  who  being  demaundid  by  Mr  Baylive  the  cause  of  their  assemblye  Thomas 

contrary  voyces  Holbach  and  Humfrey  Kirbie  answered  they  came  to  geeve  their 

voyces  in  the  Eleccon  of  Burgesses  for  the  parlement  if  they  had  any  M1' 
Baylive  tould  them  they  had  noo  voyces  in  that  eleccion  els  they  should  have 
bene  called  and  therfore  required  them  to  depte  but  they  replyed  if  wee  have  any 
voyces  wee  choose  S1'  clement  Throckmton  &  Sr  Bartholimew  Hales  &  soe  cryed 
altogether  wheruppon  Mr  Baylive  &  M1'  Norton  (folio  273)  did  againe  advise 
them  to  bewarde  how  they  indangered  themselves  by  disturbinge  the  Kinges 
service  and  soe  Mr  Baylive  &  M1'  Norton  left  them  &  went  up  to  the  company. 

S   Ba:   Hales  comes     Shortlye  after  S1'  Bartholmew  Hales  came  into  the  Councell 

to    Councell     and     house  &  tolde  M1'  Baylive  &  the  rest  that  divers  of  his  neighbo'8 

ee"     had  complayned  unto  him  that  they  were  denyed  to  geeve  their 

holders   griefs    and 

accusation    of    M>-     voyces  in  the  said  eleccion  &  that  they  were  by   M1'   Norton 

Norton  threatned  wth  the  Starrchamber  and  then  he  wished  they  might 

receaue  satisfaccon  &  see  the  charter  wherunto  it  was  answered  that  if  they  had 

Mr  Bayiiefe  answers      come  wlhout  tumult  to  Mr  Baylief  and  desyred  to  be  satisfied 

they  should  have  biune  satisfied  Neverthelesse  for  his  satisfaccon  he  should  see 

the  charter,  and  soe  it  was  presently  shewed  him  and  while  he  was  in  readinge 

second  voycinge  it  the  ffreeholders  &  others  cryed  out  at  the  doore  of  the  councell 

house  some  Sr  clement  Throckmton  some  S1"  Barth.  Hales  &  some  S1'  Grevill 

The    Charter    seene     Verney  wherat  S1'  Barth.  Hales  seemid  to  be  offendid  and  blamed 

and  confessed  them  and  then  tould  them  he  had  seen  the  charter  and  that  he 

considered  the  interest  of  Eleccon  was  in  the  Baylive  &  Burgesses  &  not  in  them 

And  after  some  other  speeches  concerning  his  owne  sufficencie  to  be  one  he  was 
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s,  |;:l  .  n,.,i,,s  ins  about  fco  depte  luil  M."  Norton  intreated  he  would  lett  M1' 
aocu8atioii  of  Mr  Baylive know  who  had  informed  hiin  that  the {freeholders  were 
Norton  falsified  threatened  by  Mr  Norton  w"1  the  Starrchamber  he  pvesently 

named  Thomas  Hoi  bach  and  Humfrey  Kirbie  who  being  botb  present  were  callid 
.V-  denyed  that  they  heard  any  such  woords  from  M.r  Norton  or  any  other,  And" 
afterwards  Sr  Barth,  Hales  named  George  Tonge  to  ho  Ins  informer  hut  he  like- 
wise being  exam'1  denyed  that  he  heard  any  such  speeches  After  Sr  B.  Hales 
depture  Mr  Baylive  and  his  bretheren  wUl  the  assistant  Burgesses  before  named 

Eleeoon  made  of  S1'  pceeded  to  tlie  Eleccon  and  by  the  Maior  voyce  S1'  Grevill 
G.  Verney  M»- Coke  Vevney  &  M1'  John  Cooke  were  Elected  and  then  all  the  hole 
number  assemhled  consented  and  agreed  to  that  eleccon  and  soe  the  said  Sr 
Grevill  A'erney  &  M1'  Cooke  were  retorned  by  Indenture  between  the  Baylive  & 
Burgesses  and  Sr  Thomas  Temple  dated  the  xxvij11'  of  december  aforesaid  and 
sealed  \vth  the  comon  Seale  of  the  Baylive  &  Bu.gesses  accordinge  to  the  forme 

lietoriie  by  the  of  the  Indenture  before  Entred  wcb  retorne  made  by  the  Sherief 
Sheriefe  vvas  receaved  &  the  Burgesses  admitted  in  parlement  w'hout 

opposition  or  question. 


Copy  of  an  Indenture  dated  23rd  of  January,  1623,  being  an  Indenture  of 
the  election  of  Edward  Conwey,  jun.,  and  Francis  Lucy  to  Parliament.  Sir 
Thomas  Puckering  was  High  Sheriff. 

Warwkke/  (folio  274)  At  the  Shire  hall  upon  Monday  the  tenth  day  of  July 
Borough  S  jn  the  yeare  of  or  Lo.d  God  1654  by  vertue  of  a  warrant  from 
John  Dauvers  Esq.  high  Sheriffe  of  the  County  of  VVarr.  to  William  Harmar 
gent.  Bailiffe  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick  directed  for  eleccon  of  one  Burgesse  to 
serue  for  this  Borough  at  the  Parliam1  to  he  held  at  Westm1'  on  the  3rd  day  of 
Septemb.  next  cominge,  Richard  Lucy  Esq1'  then  prsent  was  with  a  unanimous 
voice  &  consent  freely  chosen  Burgesse  for  this  Borough  to  serve  as  aforesaid. 


THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

Copy  of  High  Sheriff's  warrant  commencing  "  Whereas  I  have  rec(1  a  writt 
from  Oliver  Lord  Protector  of  the  Comon  wealth  of  England  Scotland  &  Ireland 
«!t  the  dominions  thereto  belonging"  kc. 


Upon  the  receipt  of  this  precept  Mr  Harmar  Bailiffe  caused  puhlique 
proclamacion  to  be  made  by  George  Wincott  Sergeant  at  Mace  in  all  the  severall 
words  of  this  Borough  as  followeth 


Proclamacon  for  the  Whereas  M1'  Bailiffe  of  this  Burrough  hath  rec'1  a  warrant 

election  fro.  John  Danvers  Esq  high  Sheiiffe  of  yc  County  of  Warr.  for 

the  eleccon  of  one  fitt  &  discreet  pson  to  serue  as  Burgesse  for  this  Burrough  at 
the  parliamt  to  be  held  at  Westm1'  upon  the  third  day  of  September  next  coming  : 
Theise  are  therfore  to  give  notice  to  all  Inhabitants  of  this  Burrough  that  M1' 
Bailieffe  doth  intend  to  proceed  to  the  said  eleccon  upon  Monday  next  being  the 
Tenth  day  of  this  instant  July  by  9  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day 
at  the  shire  hall  within  this  Burrough  at  wch  tyme  and  place  all  ye  said 
Inhabitants  who  are  qualified  to  give  votes  in  the  said  eleccon  are  required  to 
make  their  apparance  for  the  ppse. 


Copy  Indenture  for  election  dated  10th  of  July,  1654. 

Copy  of  Indenture  dated  12th  December,  1654,  for  the  election  of  Clement 
Throckmorton  in  place  of  Bichard  Lucy,  he  having  been  elected  and  chosen  fco 
serve  as  Knight  of  the  Shire.     Edward  Peyto,  Esq.  was  High  Sheriff. 


('folio  275;  Fulke  Lucy  and  Thomas  Archer,  Esqrs.,  were  elected  to  parliament  on 
5th  January,  1058.     Sir  Robert  Holt,  Bart.,  High  Sheriff. 
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Clement  Throckmorton,  jun.,  elected  on  26th  August,  1656.      Thomae 
Willoughby,  Esq.,  Bigh  Sheriff. 


The  Original]  of  (folio  276)  Nicholas  Ifler'"'  borne  at  Ozenbrigge  in  the  Province  of 
M?'Eyfler.  Westphalia  in  Germany  under  the  obedience  of  the  Duke  of 

Saxony  came  into  England  &  by  letters  patents  dated  29th  Marcii  4Ul  Eliz.  was 
made  a  free  Denizen  and  placed  himselfe  at  Warwieke  &  beinge  a  Glasier  by 
pfession  &  skilfull  in  that  raistery  by  his  honest  labour  &  endeavor  attayned  to 
some  estate  &  came  to  be  one  of  the  principall  Burgesses  of  this  Borough  but 
dyed  soone  after  to  witt  on  the  14th  of  January,  1591  34  Eliz.  Yet  before  his 

He  founded  a  Hos-  deatb  out  of  a  charitable  intention  gaue  order  for  the  founding 
pitail  of  a  hospitall,  wcU  after  his  decease  was  substancially  erected 

according  to  his  mind  by  Bobert  West  &  Thomas  Camell  two  of  the  principall 
Burgesses  of  this  Borough  &  the  Executors  of  his  last  Will  &  Testam1  upon  a 
garden  which  he  had  purchased  for  that  purpose  without  the  East  gate  on  the 
back  hills  over  against  the  Vineyard. <b) 

They  beganne  the  building  of  the  said  Hospitall  after  the  decease  of  the 
wife  of  the  said  Mr  Eyffler,  viz.1  on  the  last  day  of  June  1597.  &  finisht  it  the 
28tu  of  October  following  :  The  charges  of  the  building  amounted  to  721  5s  2d  Mr 
Eyffler  willed  that  there  should  be  8  poore  women  placed  in  the  Hospitall 
whereof  4  should  be  poore  old  maydens  that  had  spent  their  youthfull  yeares  in 
honest  service  &  should  be  past  service  &  past  child  bearinge  :  the  other  foure 
should  be  poore  old  widowes,  past  child-bearing  &  of  honest  life  and 
conversation  : 

The  first  8  poore  women  were  placed  in  the  said  Hospitall  on  Sl  Mathias 
day  1597  &  had  every  one  of  them  a  new  frize  gowne  &  xijd  in  money  given  them 
by  the  executors  at  their  Entrance. 

(a)  The  portraits  of  this  Warwick  worthy  and  of  bis  wife  are  in  ihe  Court  House. 

(b)  Eyfiers  almshouses  are  still  on  the  Back  Hills,  now  called  Castle  Hill,  aud  are  opposite  to 
Vineyard  Lane,  now  called  Castle  Lane. 
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And  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Hospitall  the  said  Mr  Ifler  did  by  his  last 
will  &  bestamt  devise  a  house  in  Jewry  Street  on  the  South  side  nere  the  high 
crosse  in  Wavwieke  And  a  rent  charge  of  Tenne  shillings  p.  Ann.  issuing  out  of 
Meakin's  close  lying  beyond  the  West  Street,  And  a  barne  &  garden  at  the  back 
hills  aforesaid  to  his  exects  Eobert  West  &  Thomas  Camell  their  heires  &  assignes 
to  be  by  them  settled  on  certen  ffeoffees  for  the  use  aforesaid  :  who  did  settle  the 
same  accordingly  as  by  their  feoffm1  hereafter  following  may  appeare. 

Copy  of  patent  of  Denizenship  to  Nicholas  Eyfler.    Date  29th  March.  1562. 


(folio  277  to  306)  Copies  of  Eyfler's  will,  and  deeds  of  feofment :  &  copies  of  wills  & 
deeds  of  other  donors  of  charities. 

A°  Dni  1681  (folio  306)  An  x\ddresse  made  by  the  Corporacion  to  King  Charles 

the  Second  upon  his  maties  Declaracion  concerning  the  Dissolueing  the  Parliam1 

To  the  Kings  most  excellent  matie 

The  humble  Adresse  of  yo1'  maties  truely  Loyall  and  most  obedient  Subjects 
the  Mayor  Aldrmen  &  Assistant  Burgesses  of  yo1'  maties  auntient  Burrough  of 
Warwick  in  behalfe  of  themselves   and  ye  rest  of  ye  Inhabitants    of   ye   sayd 
Burrough, 
Humbly  Sheweth 

That  wee  are  highly  sensible  of  our  happinesse  as  well  under  yo1'  maties 
good  and  gentle  government  as  by  yo1'  maties  gratious  expressions  in  yor  late 
Declaracon.  In  yo1'  maties  readinesse  to  satisfie  ye  Desires  of  yo1'  good  Subjects 
and  to  secure  them  agb  theire  feares,  In  the  p''servacon  of  theire  Relligion, 
liberties,  and  pperties,  In  yo1'  Matics  care  to  prevent  the  returne  of  those  miseries 
wee  lately  felt  in  a  most  unaturall  warr  and  governm*  by  a  Standing  Armey,  In 
yor  maties  great  wisdome  iudging  Parliamts  the  best  method  for.healeing  the 
distempers  of  the  kingdomes,  and  the  onely  meanes  to  prserve  the  monarchy  in 
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its  due  credit  .V  respects  both  at  home  and  abroad  in  your  Mat,ea  steady  resolucon 
of  haueing  frequent  Parliam18  and  both  in  and  out  of  them  to  use  yor  utmost 
endeavour  fco  extirpate  Popery  to  redresse  all  the  greivances  of  yo1'  good  Subjects 
and  in  all  things  to  governe  according  to  Law:  That  as  with  due  gratitude  wee 
accnowledg  these  great  blessings  soe  with  all  humilitie  wee  tender  the  Duty  of 
our  Allegiance  Loyaltie  and  best  affeccons  to  your  Maties  service  and  are 
unanimously  ready  wUl  our  Lives  and  fortunes  to  stand  by  and  assist  yor  matie 
And  hope  wee  shall  approue  our  Duty  in  the  choyce  of  such  members  to  seme  in 
Parliam1  (when  in  yo1'  princely  wisdome  you  see  fitt  to  call  one)  as  will  concur 
with  yo1'  Matie  in  giveing  such  supplies  as  may  Enable  yo1'  inatic  to  secure  your 
owne  Dominions  and  yor  Allyes  agc  the  power  of  any  that  shall  oppose  yor  Maties 
iust  designs  praying  god  to  preserue  yo1'  Maties  sacred  pson  in  a  long  and 
psperouse  Eaigne. 


A°  Dni  1682  (folio  307)  The   like    Addresse   made    to    his    Made    upon    a 

Tieasonable  paper  of  Asociacion  found  in  ye  Closset  of  ye 
Earle  of  Shaftsbury. 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Matie  The  humble 
Addresse  of  yo1'  Maties  truely  Loyall  subjects  the  Mayo1' 
Ald1-men  and  Assistant  Burgesses  of  yo1'  Maties  antient 
Burrough  of  Warwick 

Haueing  seene  a  papir  pduced  at  the  old  Bayly  in  November  last  and 
since  published  by  yor  Maties  comand  and  considred  the  termes  of  an  Association 
therein  conteyned  :  wee  conceiue  our  selues  as  well  as  all  other  yor  Maties  subjects 
by  our  Duty  to  god  and  your  Sacred  Matie  to  endeavour  the  vindicacion  of  our 
Belligion  from  ye  Scandall  and  of  our  loyallty  from  ye  imputacion  of  the  least 
connivaunce  of  ye  treasonable  and  seditious  matters  therein  expressed. 
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Hereupon  wee  humbly  pray  your  Sacred  Maties  favour  in  giueing  us  leaue 
to  pfesse  our  iust  abhorrancy  of  w1  wee  finde  therein  destructiue  of  your  Sacred 
Maties  undoubted  right  Of  tbe  known e  Lawes  of  the  Land  Of  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  your  Subjects  and  wch  must  indvitably  place  us  under  the  vtmost 
Slavery  of  an  Arbitrary  power  in  our  fellow  Subjects. 


Wee  cannot  butt  Declare  to  your  Matie  and  before  ye  whole  world  that 
nothing  lesse  than  tbis  can  be  the  meaneing  of  any  who  as  that  papir  imports 
shall  take  vpon  them  in  contradiccion  to  xrtienitie  it  selfe  wlhout  any  and  agl 
all  authoritie  to  engage  themselues  &  other  Subjects  by  voluntary  oathes  to 
forsueare  tbeire  Allegiance  ;  To  assume  a  power  of  takeing  Armes  themselues  and 
opposeing  all  others  to  destruccion  who  upon  any  title  (how  iust  Soever)  shall 
opose  them  ;  To  subject  themselues  and  force  others  to  receiue  a  Law  from  private 
psons  as  all  Members  of  Parliam1  are  after  a  Dissolucion  And  lastly  to  determine 
by  force  of  Armes  who  shall  or  who  shall  not  succeed  to  the  Crowne  of  England 
though  legally  placed  by  indubitable  right  of  Inheritance  where  from  our  hearts 
wee  pray  the  God  of  heaven  continue  it  in  all  succeeding  Generacons. 


We  are  our.selues  by  the  Eoyall  Charters  of  yo1'  Mat:es  Boy11  Ancestors  A 
legall  Association  a  Body  vnited  in  Deed  name  and  thing  and  that  Body  animated 
wtb  a  Soul  of  loyalty  and  from  our  Soules  pfesse  our  selues  ready  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes  as  wee  are  in  Duty  bound  to  stand  by  yo1'  Matie  in  defence  of  all  yo1' 
iust  rights  the  establisshid  Lawes  the  true  Belligion  of  wcb  as  God  hath  made 
you  here  The  Defender  soe  wee  beseech  him  still  to  p'serue  your  Boy11  pson  from 
all  force  &  treachery  by  whome  soevr  designed  agl  you  howsoer  carryed  on  by 
this  or  any  other  traitrous  &  seditious  combinacions.  In  wittnesse  whereof  wee 
haue  hereunto  vnanimously  affixed  our  Comou  Seale. 
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(folio  308)  The  Vigak  and  the  Mayor. 

The  true  Coppye  of 
severall  Leters 

Bent  by  M'  Will™ 
Edes  Vicar  of  S' 
Mary  to  M1  Edward 
Heath  Mayo' 

Sir 

I  desier  you  will  consider  what  money  hath  been  kept  back  from  me  wch 

was  my  Eight  &  I  doe  by  this  demand  it  viz.  After  ye  rate  of  a  hundred  a  yeare 
from  ye  day  of  Mr  Preston  Death.  (») 

It.  The  Easter  book  &  ye  full  pay  since  Midsomer  for  I  have  had  no  Curate 
by  my  apointment  neither  shall  any  preach  in  my  pulpitt  that  you  shall  appoint : 
pick  what  sense  yo1'  malice  will  permit  you  out  of  this  &  I  doe  expect  to  be  paid 
it  forthwtb 
this  let'  was  sent  by  William   Edes 

ye  sarjeut  to  Mr 
Edward  Heath 

Mayor  upon  the  8'1' 
day  of  October  1687 

The  Mayo'  &  Alder- 
mens  Leter  to  Mr 
Brewitt 

Sir 

Knowing  you  to  be  a  person  of  so  great  worth  &  Honor  Eemembring  y01* 

kind  promis  to  Assist  o1'  Corporation  freely  as  alsoe  that  if  Mr  Edes  should  not 
behave  himself  civilly  towards  us  we  should  hope  a  frend  of  you  Wee  are 
encouraged  to  Inform  you  that  one  Saturday  last  wee  Tendered  him  his  full 
Mick,  quarters  stipend  according  to  or  Charter  by  o1'  Serjents  wh  he  refused  & 
returned  this  Answer  in  writing. 

(Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Edes.) 

(a)  The  Stipend  of  the  Vicar  of  St.  Mary  is  now  paid  by  Henry  VIHth  Trustees. 
CC 
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Wee  suppose  he  intends  an  immediate  Application  to  yo1'  selfe  wee  leave 
it  to  you  to  judg  of  his  civil  &  prudent  carrige  &  dont  doubt  but  you  will  deale 
wtb  me  £  him  According  to  yo1"  owne  justice  &  wisdom  wee  take  leave  wtlx  all  due 


respects  as 

John  Hadley 
John  Townsend 
Aaron  Eogers 
Stephen    Nicholls 
Will'"  Turner 
Joseph  Blissett 
Sam1  Biddell 


Sir  yo1'  most  humble  servants 

Edward  Heath  Mayo1' 


\ 


a  note  of  M1'  Edes  demand  from  ye  Corporation  dated 

ye  15  oct1'  87 
I  doe  demand  of  the  Corporation  of  Warwick 

being  due  to  me  from  M1'  Prestons  death 

to  Lady  Day  last  past 
I  Demand  for  a  sequestration 
I  Demand  ye  Easter  book  wh  was     - 
I  Demand  from  Lady  Day  to  Midsomr  being 

behind  &  unpaid    - 

&    I    Demand     from     Midsom1'     day    to 

Michaelmas  .... 


£     s. 

d 

6  10 

0 

0  15 

6 

7  10 

0 

12     0    0 


(folio  310) 
Worthy  Sir 


the  whole  is 
Warwick  Octo1'  24th  87 


25 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

51 

15 

6 

_      Letr  sent  to  Mr 
Brewitt 


Since  wee  Gave  you  y*  trouble  wUl  o1'  last  I  thought  fitt 
to  acquaint  you  wth  what  bath  happned  M1'  Will™  Edes  hath  a 
Brother  in  Warwick  that  is  a  wild  Debauched  young  man  &  Lately  listed  into 
one  of  ye  Troopes  of  Majo1'  Gen1  Wordens  Begem*  now  quarterd  in  Warwick 
the  Saturday  after  his  Broth1'  went  for  London  he  was  at  a  Barbers  shopp  in 
Warwick  railing  agaynst  the  Corporacion  in  Generall  &  perticulerly  against 
myself  as  Mayo1'  swearing  God  dam  him  if  he  did  not  kill  me  Wheresoever  he 
mett  me  or  whenever  he  saw  me  &  repeated  it  over  severall  times  by  oathes  wcU 
thing  I  was  made  acquainted  with  being  indisposed  &  not  able  to  goe  abroade  & 
convinced  it  might  be  the  effect  of  too  much  drinke  I  tooke  no  manner  of  notice 
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of  it  But  one  Saturday  last  in  the  evening  he  came  into  the  coffee-hou 
Warwick  &  not  very  ful  of  Drink  &  a  Gentleman  was  asking  how  I  did  heai  ing 
I  had  been  ill,  he  Brooke  out  into  a  violent  passion  against  me  as  Mayor 
repeating  the  God-damming  himself  many  times  over  if  he  did  not  kill  me  when 
ever  he  saw  me  if  he  were  sure  to  be  hanged  yu  next  hour  Though  I  had  all  ye 
officers  in  Towne  to  assist  me  These  words  were  spoke  by  him  before  p'sons  of 
good  worth  who  made  me  acquinted  of  it  what  Dainger  I  should  be  in  when  I 
went  abroad,  one  friday  last  I  did  complayne  to  his  officer  who  hath  confined 
him.  I  wish  his  Brother  o1'  Vicar  be  not  an  incourager  of  him  in  it,  for  he  brought 
him  to  my  house  wth  his  sword  by  his  side  twice  the  day  before  he  went  for 
London  but  I  was  soe  ill  that  I  did  not  see  neither  of  them,  nor  to  my  knowledge 
did  ever  see  him  that  Threatens  me  I  have  the  more  reason  to  judg  hardly  of  him 
because  when  I  sent  him  the  £5  given  by  Charter  &  sent  him  word  I  had  noe 
money  of  the  Corporations  but  was  a  great  deale  out  of  pockett  he  sent  me  that 
Leter  weh  I  sent  you  the  coppy  of  And  alltho  he  Administrd  the  sacremt  ye  next 
day  yet  he  was  so  out  of  Charity  wth  the  Corporation  that  he  left  them  out  of  his 
prayers.  Sir  I  have  Great  Confidence  in  yor  wisdom  &  Justice  that  you  will  not 
encourage  any  in  such  actions,  is  all  at  p'sent  begging  pardon  for  this  Trouble 

from  yo1'  most  humble  servant 

Edward  Heath  Mayor  (a) 

(a)  Driving  the  year  of  office  of  Stephen  Nicholls,  who  was  elected  Mayor  in  1687,  application 
was  made  for  a  new  Charter.  Warwick  had  shared  the  fate  meted  out  to  many  other  Boroughs  hj 
James  II.,  when  he  was  endeavouring  to  get  all  Corporations  under  his  thumb,  and  its  Charter  had 
been  annulled,  and  for  a  time  the  town  seems  to  have  been  governed  without  a  Charter.  Some 
Boroughs  were  refactory,  and  had  soldiers  quartered  on  them.  Warwick  may  have  been  one  of  the 
refactory,  and,  if  so,  this  would  account  for  the  presence  of  a  regiment  in  1687.  A  Corporation 
minute  dated  the  15th  September,  1689,  is  as  follows  : — "  That  whereas  the  late  King  James  by  his 
order  of  Counsell  did  dissolue  the  Corpcracon  of  Warwick  And  whereas  since  by  Proclamacon  the 
King  did  comand  all  Corporacons  that  were  dissolved  to  act  and  be  in  the  state  they  were  in  by  the 
Charter  in  the  yeare  1679  By  which  the  said  Corporacon  had  since  acted  and  proceeded  It  is  ordered 
and  agreed  that  Mr  Prescott  and  Mr  Edward  Willes  shall  be  and  are  hereby  desired  to  draw  and 
obteyne  a  new  Charter  under  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  for  the  said  Corporacon  the  best  and 
speediest  way  they  can  for  setling  the  same."  The  Charter  of  William  and  Mary  bears  date  the  18th 
of  March,  1694,  and  continued  in  operation  until  the  passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 
of  1835. 
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London  3rd  Novembr  1687 
Sir 

a     Let*  from  M>  I  am  ashamed  to   hear  y1'  Eepeated   evidences   of   yo1' 

Eads  Malice  &  unkindness,  there  needs  noe  other  Circumstances  to 

prove  what  1  hinted  at  in  that  letter  wch  I  wrote  to  you  before  then  yor  sending 
of  it  to  Ml"  Brewitt  &  yo1'  begging  of  his  wthdrawing  all  kindness  Towards  me  & 
yor  backing  of  that  by  yor  2nd  tho  grounded  only  upon  supposition ;  if  you  had 
either  the  feire  of  God  or  ye  shame  of  doing  evill  you  would  never  have  given 
what  you  have  undr  yor  hands  in  wrighting  supposing  my  Brother  had  as  you 
say  when  he  was  Drunk  Threatend  to  stabb  you  &  Mr  Jematt.  I  dare  pawne  my 
life  for  yors  he  would  never  have  offred  any  such  thing  when  he  was  sober,  you 
say  in  your  last  Leter  that  you  sent  me  5lb  &  told  me  you  had  no  more  money 
left  wch  is  false,  for  you  sent  me  an  Aquittance  to  signe  in  full  of  all  that  was  my 
due,  £  you  could  pay  my  Curatt  his  full  pay,  &  Mr  Jematt  his ;  but  doe  not 
mistake,  you  false,  for  altho  you  were  pleased  to  call  me  boy,  &  what  not  yet  you 
will  find  me  more  in  ye  dealings  you  have  wth  me  it  was  a  very  evident  token  of 
Malice  to  leave  you  out  of  my  prayers  when  I  was  to  Administ1'  ye  sacrem*  &  it 
was  as  evident  a  token  that  I  had  combined  with  my  Brother  to  stab  you 
because  I  brought  anoth1'  along  with  me  to  be  a  witness  against  us  if  we  had  don 
any  such  thing  nor  these  unjust  complaints  will  never  meet  wth  ye  repect  you 
think  they  will  I  have  just  Ground  to  make  my  complaints  and  should  not  I  Act 
upon  more  honest  principles  than  you  have  hitherto  don,  I  might  perhaps  bring 
soe  much  mischief  one  ye  Corporation,  as  never  was  knowen  since  it  was  a 
Corporation  :  you  have  don  enough  to  make  a  stone  speak  &  were  I  ye  Thousand 
pl  soe  bad  as  I  have  been  represented,  I  would  never  have  my  face  so  much 
brazened  as  to  contest  with  you,  but  since  I  have  honesty  &  justice  one  my  side 
I  will  dye  a  beggar  before  I  will  flinch  one  jot,  it  would  have  been  never  ye  wish, 
if  Mr  Prescott  had  kept  his  Tongue  wn  his  Teeth  &  not  told  my  Ld  Chancellor  I 
could  not  read  Latin,  he  is  better  satisfyed  concerning  me,  &  it  is  probable  yo1" 
dessigns  may  prove  to  my  advantage  It  was  never  my  principle  nor  my  practise 
to  doe  ill  to  any  one  &  you  might  be  as  safe  in  my  Company  as  in  yor  wifes 
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bosome :  my  Actions  hitherto  since  I  have  come  to  London  notw^standing  yr 
many  provocations  I  have  had  to  the  contrary  will  sufficiently  declare  that  I  have 
been  inclinable  to  make  y('  best  construction  of  things  &  to  endeavor  all  inaiier  of 
ways  to  gett  what  was  my  Eight  wliout  any  prejudice  or  dishono1'  to  the 
Corporation  &  this  I  am  sure  Mr  Brewitt  will  testify.  I  do  &  will  tell  you  that  I 
would  comply  wth  you  upon  any  Reasonable  Terms  that  I  might  Hue  Comfortably 
amongst  you  but  if  peace  &  quietness  canot  be  obtained  wliout  my  parting  wth 
my  livelihood  I  will  never  purchase  it  att  soe  dear  a  rate ;  I  will  say  noe  more 
than  this  you  will  finde  it  as  much  for  yo'"  comfort  &  interest,  as  it  will  be  for 
mine,  &  I  am  sure  if  I  am  uneasie  ye  Towne  in  general  will  not  be  much  att  rest, 
I  will  endeavo1'  to  serve  any  of  you  to  ye  utmost  of  my  power  &  I  will  submit 
this  for  for  quietness  sake  That  if  you  will  pay  25lb  immediately  upon  my  returne 
I  will  give  an  aquittance  in  full  &  things  may  goe  quietly  in  their  usual  course  : 
but  if  you  will  not  doe  it  the  Corporation  must  not  expect  that  out  of  complem1 
to  them  I  should  grind  myself.  I  doe  assure  you  I  stand  faire  to  advance  myself 
more  by  my  not  Complying  then  by  Complying  in  this  &  if  you  will  not  (folio  311) 
believe  me  you  may  leave  it  to  the  tryall :  if  you  are  of  that  Charitable  temper 
that  you  prtend  for  let  yor  rediness  to  comply  wh  me  upon  such  easie  Tearmes 
shew  it  &  by  yo1'  soe  doing  you  will  manifest  you  are  Xtians  &  in  the  meane  time 
I  remayne 

Yor  very  much  injured  & 

If  you  think  it  worth  yor  while  to   write  to  me  I  abused  servant 

am  at  M1' Edw' flainsfords  at  yc  corner  shope  in  William  "FMec 
Smock  Ally  neare  Spittle  feild 

Sir.  Tlio.  you  are  now  out  of  yo''  office  yet  This   to  Mr  Edward 

I  having  hitherto  had  no  dealing  w'  any  Heath        neare        ye 
one  else  of  y1' corporation  thought  it  most 

.     .  .        .,    ,  Hospitall  in 

convenient  to  write  to  you  * 

Warwick 
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Warwick  Nov.  7.  1687 
a  ;;r  Leter  sent  to  M1' 
Brew' 

Sir 

The  repeated  provocations  we  receive  from  M1'  Edes  make  us  repeat  the 
trouble  of  anothr  leter  to  yo1'  selfe  for  by  ye  last  post  he  sent  a  leter  to  M1'  Heath 
or  late  Mayo1  wherein  he  doth  anew  Charge  us  wh  Malice  dishonesty  &  falsity 
whereof  we  have  sent  you  the  coppy  because  wee  cannot  repeate  it  in  soe  bad 
words  as  his  owne  but  if  we  would  recriminate  we  should  make  him  a  much 
worse  man  than  he  makes  us  to  be,  but  we  are  much  more  tender  of  that  littell 
reputation  he  has  than  he  himself  is,  though  were  he  never  soe  civill  to  us  he 
could  not  expect  more  than  the  wholl  proffitts  of  ye  vestry  woh  wee  doe  assure 
you  doe  not  amount  to  a  bear  40Ibs  a  yeare  the  Easter  booke  excepted  at  most 
improved  rent,  the  rest  of  ol"  revenue  Lying  in  other  places  but  his  ffather  who 
hath  no  more  breading  than  he  has  given  his  son  did  yesterday  report  in  publick 
that  his  son  had  gotten  the  better  of  the  Corporation  &  that  in  a  few  days  they 
would  have  a  Messenger  to  fetch  them  up  to  London,  wee  must  Confess  we  take 
that  to  be  a  new  way  to  try  a  Title  to  property  but  we  had  rather  und'goe  any 
test  than  be  further  troubled  wth  his  impertinances  though  o1'  greatest  trouble  is 
you  are  hereby  exposed  to  the  unwilling  sollicitations  of 

Sir,  yor  most  humble  servants 

Stephen  Nicholls  Mayor 
Edward  Heath         Tho.  Stratford 
Sami  Biddell  Edmund  Makepeace 

Joseph  Blissett         John  Townsend 
John  Hadley 
Tho.  Jibbes 
Aaron  Eogers 
Willrc  Turner 
(This  matter  is  not  again  referred  to  in  the  Black  Book,  so  we  are  in 
ignorance  as  to  the  result  of  all  this  correspondence. ) 
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The  Submission  of  Charles  Smith  of  the  Borough 
of  Warwick  Barber  upon  his  defameing  the  Corporacion  by 

scandelous  words. 

I  Charles  Smith  upon  the  25"'  day  of  November  last  past  did  falsly  and 
malitiously  charge  the  Corporacion  of  Warwick  by  schanrlelouse  words  in  saying 
that  the  Mayo1'  &  Aldermen  were  a  pack  of  Knaves  &  Rogues  And  by  speakeing 
to  Mr  Deverreux  Whadcock  one  of  the  said  Aldermen  who  was  then  and  there 
prsent  and  saying  to  him  that  he  was  one  of  them  All  which  hath  been  proved  by 
the  said  Mr  Whadcock  And  William  Crow  of  the  said  Borough  Taylor  And  I  doe 
believe  that  I  spoke  the  said  words  Now  I  the  said  Charles  Smith  Doe  hereby 
acknowledge  and  declare  the  said  words  (soe  by  me  to  be  spoken)  to  be  false 
schandalous  and  Malitious  Tending  very  much  to  the  defamation  of  the  said 
Corporation  of  Warwick  and  Goverm4  of  the  same  And  am  heartily  sorry  that  I 
did  speake  the  said  words  And  doe  humbly  begg  the  Corporation  pardon 
prmissing  that  I  will  for  the  future  neither  say  nor  doe  any  thing  that  may 
disparage  the  said  Corporacion  or  Goverm1  thereof  or  any  member  of  the  same. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the  31st  day  of  January  in  the 
Third  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  our  Soveraign  Lady  Anne  Queen  of  England  &c 
Annoq  Doni  1704 

Charles  Smith 


(folio  312  to  355)  Mostly  blank  :  an  occasional  memorandum. 


(folio  356)  The    names    of   the    Bailiffes    of   the   Borough    of 

Warwick  in  the  Countie  of  Warr  sithens  the  Charter 
granntid  by  King  Phillippe  and  Quene  Marye,  And  the  tymes 
of  their  offyces 
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1.  Humfrey  Heath  the  first,  creatid  by  the  chr  began  his 
office  \yUi  the  date  of  the  patent  being  the  xijtu  day  of 
Novembr  1554  being  in  the  second  yere  of  Quene 
Marye,  And  did  contynewe  untill  the  first  daie  of 
Novembr  Ao  iijL'iu  marieW 

■2.         John  Butler  1555 

3.  Evcharde  ffisher  1556 

4.  Thomas  Oken  1557 

5.  Eicharde  Townesend  1558 

6.  John  Whood  1559 

7.  8.  Richard  Oughton  entrid  that  office  the  first  day  of  Novembr 

1560  and  contynued  in  the  same  but  one  moneth,  ffor 
the  xxixtu  daie  of  the  same  moneth  he  departid  this 
Lief  and  (  )<b)  entrid   into    the   same    Office    & 

continued   untill    the   first    day    of   Novembr    Anno 
iijci0  Eliz. 
9.         William  huddisdon  1561 

10.         William  Edmondes  1562 

(a)  Although  Humphrey  Heath  is  described  as  the  first  Bailiff  under  the  Charter  of  Philip  and 
Mary.  Warwick  had  its  Mayors  and  Bailiffs  before  that  time.  In  the  old  minute  book  referred  to 
on  p.  224,  there  is  a  report  of  an  address  by  Mr.  Raynsford,  Deputy-Recorder  of  Warwick,  to  Robert 
Lord  Brook,  on  his  being  sworn  in  as  Recorder,  which  event  took  place  shortly  before  the  death  of 
the  latter,  in  1642.  In  his  speech  the  Deputy  remarked  as  follows  :  "  we  see  at  this  day  greater  and 
lesser  corporacions  from  the  rnetropolisse  and  chieffe  Citty  of  the  Kingdome  unto  other  cityes  & 
townes  of  lesse  noate  &  quality  and  amongst  others  this  corporatn  is  not  to  be  reputed  the  lesse 
ancient  or  hobu  for  it  is  recorded  that  in  ye  time  of  K:  E  :  yc  first  that  this  towne  was  first  a  city 
and  y'  one  Tho.  Payne  was  ye"  Maior  therof  wcl'  is  also  yB  more  apparant  for  y'  Holingstid  in  his 
cronick  reporteth  that  there  weare  9  Parish  Churches  in  Warwick  wcl'  manifesteth  that  the  place 
was  of  great  extent  and  very  numorouse  in  people  &c.''  And  Mr.  J.  W.  Rylaud  in  his  valuable 
work  '•  Records  of  Rowington,"  records  a  grant  of  land  at  Shrewley,  in  1483,  to  the  execution  of 
which  deed  Degor  Haynes  Bailiff  of  Warwick  was  one  of  the  witnesses.  The  Deed  was  dated  at 
Warwick.  Saturday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Mark  the  Evangelist  1  Edw.  V.  And  in  tbe  accounts 
of  the  Churchwardens  of  St.  Nicholas  for  the  5th  year  of  King  Edward  VI.,  a  reference  is  made  to 
"  Jhon  Ray,  baly  off  the  towne  of  Warwyke." 

(h)  The  Bailiff,  whose  name  should  have  filled  up  this  blank,  was  evidently  Daniel  Haylye, 
whose  dinner  account  was  questioned;  as  to  which  see  p.  4. 
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11.  Rycharde  Roo  1563 

12.  John  ffisher  1564 

13.  Rycharde  Brooke  1565 

14.  Richarde  ffisher  1566 

15.  Symon  Yong  1567 

16.  William  ffrekulton  1568 

17.  Thomas  Powell  1569 

18.  Thomas  Binges  1570 

19.  Roharte  Phillippes  1571 

20.  Thomas    hankinson 

otherwise  Jenkes  1572 

21.  Humfrey  Crane  1573 

22.  Richarde  ffisher  1574 

23.  John  Rigeley  1575 

24.  John  Grene  1576 

25.  Richarde  Townesend  1577 

26.  Rycharde  ffisher  1578 

27.  Richarde  Roo  1579 

And  continued  untill  the  first  day  of  Novembr 
following  and  from  that  first  day  untill  the  third  day 
of  the  same  Novembr (a) 

(a)  For  the  reason  of  this  see  page  380.  This  is  also  related  more  fully  in  the  Book  of  John 
Fisher.  On  the  first  and  three  following  pages  there  is  an  account  of  his  election  in  the  following 
words  :  "  It  is  to  be  remenihrid  that  John  ffysher  gentleman  being  on  the  feast  day  of  Sl  Michaell 
tharkangel  ellectid  Bailief  of  the  borough  of  Warwik  for  the  yere  to  come  and  to  begyn  at  the  feast 
of  all  saintes  than  nest  following,  refused  to  take  the  same  office  uppon  him  for  divers  resonable 
causes  by  him  alledged,  which  notw'stonding  the  principall  Burgesses  &  their  assistants  together 
w'h  Bichard  Roo  then  bailief,  woold  not  allowe.  and  therfore  restid  uppon  their  first  ellection  And 
they  all  comyng  into  the  Shire  Hall  (being  the  place  where  the  balief  hathe  bene  accustomed  to 
take  his  othe).  uppon  the  feast  daye  of  all  saintes  as  aforesaid,  The  said  John  ffysher  there  showing 
agayne  his  resonable  causes  of  lot  That  is  to  say,  his  infirmitie  of  disseas.  his  Inhabilitie  for  lack  of 
substance  being  in  great  debt,  and  withall  remembring  unto  the  then  Balief  burgesses  &  coraltie 
his  duetie  being  to  serve  for  the  towne  elswheare  at  the  Parliament  being  then  by  prorogacion  to 
begyn  w'hin  foure  dayes  after  and  more  than  that  his  other  duetie  &  attendance  for  the  towne 
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(folio  357)         28.  John  ffisher  1580 

29.  Thomas  Powell  1581 

30.  Hnmfrey  Crane  1582 
.31.  Richarde  ffisher  1583 

32.  Robarte   Sheldon  15S1 

33.  Roger  Hurlebutt  1585 

31.  Rychard  ffisher  1586 

35.  William  Woster  1587 

36.  John  Hyckes  1588 

37.  Jhon   TWnsende  1589 

38.  Willm  Harmar  1590 

39.  Christopher  Knight  1591 

40.  Willm  Spicer  1592 
11.  Ralph  Townsend  1593 

42.  Barnabe  Holbache  1594 

43.  Robert  West  1595 

being  Steward  therof  and  towne  clerk  there  and  so  deputie  recorder  and  therby  bound  to  their 
sruice  otherwise,  all  which  things  indifferently  considered  of  he  took  to  be  sufficient  &  resonable 
causes  for  his  discharge,  and  therfore  agayne  utterly  refusid  to  take  the  office  of  balief  uppon  him, 
And  j-et  bicause  he  woold  not  seame  to  break  Lawes  &  good  order  wherof  him  self  had  bene  a 
maker  and  deviser,  subrnyttid  himself  to  pay  such  f yne  as  by  former  order  agreid  uppon  should  be 
ymposed  ou  those  that  wilfully  woold  refuze  to  take  the  same  office,  But  all  this  notw'hstonding  the 
former  bailief  principall  burgesses  &  assistants  in  no  wise  woold  alter  their  ellection  but  restid 
uppon  the  said  ffisher  to  tak  his  othe  alledging  that  for  his  sufficiency  they  both  kuewe  &  allowed 
And  asfor  his  duetie  &  sruice  at  the  parliament  yf  that  should  hold  yt  woold  be  but  for  a  short  tyrne. 
and  for  that  tyme  he  might  apoint  one  of  his  bretherne  of  the  principall  burgesses  to  be  his  deputie. 
And  towelling  his  office  of  Stewardship  or  Towneclerk  he  might  either  use  it  or  appoint  such  one 
to  be  his  deputie  therin  as  should  best  like  him  to  exercise  it  for  that  yere  and  so  to  resume  it  at 
pleasure.  And  therfore  no  cause  alledgid,  by  them  was  thought  reasonable,  wheruppon  the  said 
John  ffisher  stood  wl  them  untill  by  very  earnest  perswacion  and  frendly  requests  of  them  all  or 
the  most  but  namely  of  Bichard  ffisher  his  brother  the  said  John  ffisher  yeldid  to  their  desires  w* 
eondicion  tnat  the  old  balif  then  present  should  kepe  the  same  office  but  one  week  longer  and  that 
the  said  John  might  be  spared  for  that  tyme  wch  Mr  Eoo  beiug  bailief  fearing  further  contynuance 
in  that  office  woold  not  yeld  unto.  So  as  in  thend  it  was  agreid  that  on  the  thursday  after  Jo. 
ffisher  should  take  uppon  biro  that  office  And  so  on  the  said  Thursday  being  the  third  day  Novembr 
id  ffisher  came  into  the  said  Shire  Hall  and  their  before  the  late  Balief  and  principall 
Burgesses  &  others  present  was  sworne  and  so  investid  into  the  offyce  of  baliwik. 
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(folio  358) 


44. 

Thomas  Camel! 

1596 

45. 

Jlion   Ridgeley 

1597 

4G. 

Alexander  Rogers 

1598 

47. 

Thomas  Saunders 

1599 

48. 

Eobt  Walforde 

1600 

49. 

Willro  Roo 

1601 

50. 

Thomas  Heath  als  Meeds 

1602 

51. 

Jhon  Townsende 

1603 

52. 

Willm  Harmar 

1604 

53. 

Rafe   Townsende 

1605 

54. 

Barnabee  Holbache 

1606 

55. 

Edwarde   Saunders 

1607 

56. 

Richarde  Lee 

1608 

57. 

Humfrey  Kerbey 

1609 

58. 

John  Rydgeley 

1610 

59. 

John  Weale 

1611 

60. 

Thomas    Shakespeare 

1612 

61. 

Alexander  Dongan 

1613 

62. 

Alexander  Rogers 

1614 

63. 

William  Hopkins 

1615 

64. 

Michaell  Harryott 

1616 

65. 

Richarde  Lee 

1617 

66. 

Edwarde    Saunders 

1618 

67. 

Thomas  Chanders 

1619 

68. 

Richard  Yardeley 

1620 

69. 

John  Townesend 

1621 

70. 

Thomas  Cowper 

1622 

11. 

Alexander  Dongan 

1623 

72. 

John  Corbison 

1624 

73. 

Thomas  Kempe 

1625 

74. 

Thomas  Shaxpere 

1626 
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75.  Thomas  Higgines  1627 

76.  W'ilim    Hopkins  1628 

and  continued  in  office  untill  the  Eighteenth  daye  of 
Apiill  and  then  died 

77.  Edward  Sanders  finished  the  year. 

(This  is  the  bottom  of  the  page;  the  last  line  is  illegible  having  been  cut 
through.) 


(folio  359)  The  manner  howe  the  Balieifes  of  the  borough  of 

Warr  have  bene  electid. 

Even  from  the  begynnyng  of  thelleccions  by  vertue  of  the  charter  the 
manner  was  that  the  Balif  for  the  tyme  being  and  the  Twelve  principall 
Burgesses  or  the  greater  nombr  of  them  did  goo  from  the  Church  on  Michilmas 
day  yerely  ymediately  after  nine  of  the  clok  to  their  hall,  which  for  a  tyme  was 
a  hall  in  the  house  nowe  the  hospitall,  wch  hall  was  then  callid  the  Burges  hall, 
and  thither  followid  such  psones  as  were  of  the  second  company  woU  sometymes 
were  in  nombr  xxiiijtv  sometymes  xx'-v  and  sometymes  fewer,  but  about  xvUl  yere 
of  Quene  Elizabeth  reduced  to  a  ceiten  nombr  of  xij  wch  were  callid  Assistants 
to  the  Balif  &  Burgesses.  Then  the  Bailief  and  principall  Burgesses  being  come 
into  the  hall,  and  the  others  standing  wkmt  in  an  other  Eoome  The  Balif  and 
principall  Burgesses  fell  to  the  namyng  of  twoo  psones  to  stand  in  ellection  to  be 
balif  and  that  was  doone  in  this  maner  the  yongest  or  last  callid  principall 
Burges  began  &  named  Woo  of  the  same  company,  then  the  second  named  twoo 
then  the  third  named  twoo  and  so  fourth  thorough  the  whole  company  of 
principall  Burgesses  &  balief  present  one  after  an  other  in  wch  namyng  often 
tymes  they  varied  in  their  choise  for  one  chose  some  twoo,  an  other  other  twoo 
or  one  of  the  first  named  &,  an  other,  but  all  of  the  principall  Burgesses.  And  so 
when  every  one  had  named  twoo  &  their  names  put  in  writing  they  were  pused. 
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and  those  twoo  that  had  the  most  voyces  were  appointid  to  stand  for  fchellection. 
Wherunto  evry  one  of  them  present  agreid  although  they  were  not  the  same  as 
they  pticulerly  had  named. 

Then  the  twoo  names  being  agreed  uppon  the  second  company  or  so  many 
as  were  attending  for  the  purpose,  were  callid  in  before  the  Balif  &  principall 
Burgesses,  And  then  the  Steward  or  Townclerk  let  them  understand  that 
according  to  the  charter  they  were  nowe  togither  to  make  eleccion  of  a  newe 
Balief  for  the  yere  to  come  Therefore  Mr  Balif  present  &  the  principall  Burgesses 
had  considered  of  the  choise  and  had  resolued  uppon  twoo  names  to  be  given 
unto  them  to  thend  that  they  present  representing  the  body  of  the  Burrough 
might  &  should  choose  one  of  those  twoo  to  be  balif  for  the  yere  to  come.  Ther- 
fore  desired  them  to  goo  togither  and  make  choise  of  one  of  those  twoo  woh  they 
woold  have  to  be  balif  and  being  agreid  uppon  their  choice  to  present  &  signifye 
the  name  to  the  said  now  Balif  &  his  bretherne. 

Wheruppon  so  many  of  the  second  company  as  were  psent  went  togither 
into  an  other  Eome,  &  comoned  of  the  matter  And  when  they  were  agreid  came 
agayne  before  the  balif  and  principall  Burgesses,  and  most  comonly  usid  thes 
wooids  or  the  like  utterid  by  one  of  the  company  (viz)  Wee  have  considered  of 
the  twoo  men  whose  names  you  signified  unto  us,  and  wee  think  them  both  mete 
for  the  place,  but  for  divers  consideracions  us  at  this  moving,  we  have  thought 
good  to  choose  such  a  man  &  name  him,  if  you  like  of  it  and  him  wee  choose  to 
be  balif  for  the  yere  to  come  To  wch  woords  most  comonly  is  annswerid  you  have 
doon  well  and  wee  allowe  of  yor  choise  and  agree  wth  you  god  give  him  ioy  &  well 
to  exercise  his  office.  And  then  all  aswell  the  Bailief  &  principall  Burgesses  as  the 
others  goo  away  agayne  most  comonly  to  the  church  and  from  thence  when 
sruice  is  doone  euery  man  to  his  owne  house.  The  man  so  electid  most  comonly 
piepareth  himself  to  take  the  office  uppon  him  on  Alhollouday  wch  day  The  olde 
or  present  Balif  &  principall  Burgesses  or  so  many  of  them  as  be  at  home  &  hable, 
doo  first  goo  to  the  church  &  here  sruice  And  soone  after  ix  of  the  clok  the  said 
Balif  &  principall  Burgesses  doo  goo  from  the  church  unto  their  comon  hall  wcl3 
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sometyme  was  the  burges  hall  before  remebrid,  but  since  to  the  court  house  at 
the  crosse,  and  sithens  into  the  great  hall  callid  the  Shire  hall,  And  thither 
followe  all  psones  that  will  come  men  women  childerne  boyes  wenches  of  all 
sortes  sexes  &  state,  where  the  Bailief  of  old  &  the  principall  Burgesses  doo  sitt 
doone  euery  man  in  degree  of  antiquytie  or  auctority.  Then  the  Steward  or 
fcowneclerk  speakith  unto  the  people.  I  trust  youe  resolue  of  yor  choise  made  of 
the  Balif  for  the  yere  to  come,  And  then  yt  is  annswerid  yea.  yea  and  no 
confdixion  hath  bene  at  any  tyme  made,  Yf  the  pty  electid  bee  p'sent  &  will  take 
thoffice  uppon  him,  Then  is  offred  to  the  elected  Balief  one  obligacion  wherin  he 
becometh  bound  for  such  mony  and  other  things  as  shall  come  to  his  hands 
during  his  office  for  the  use  of  the  borough  and  to  make  due  accompt  of  the  same. 
An  obligacion  of  late  usid  for  the  redelivery  of  crten  playte  then  delivred  to  his 
custody  &  use  wcb  bonds  thellectid  Balif  sealith  &  deliuerith  as  his  dede.  Then  is 
he  callid  to  sweare.  And  first  is  tendered  unto  him  the  othe  of  Becognicion  for 
his  subiection  to  the  Quenes  ma'^  &  her  heires  &  Lawfull  successors  wch  othe  he 
speakith  after  the  Steward  or  towneclerk  woord  by  woord,  wcb  he  swerith  &c  after 
that  is  red  unto  him  an  othe  towching  the  true  &  due  execucion  of  his  office  of 
Balif  and  first  to  be  a  consruato1'  of  the  peace  &  to  mynister  true  &  indifferent 
Justyce.  Then  to  exercise  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  market  and  lastly  for  the  true 
annswer  of  such  things  as  concerne  his  office  &  to  make  a  true  pfit  &  iust  accompt. 
After  thes  othes  taken  all  men  or  the  most  say  god  send  you  ioye,  then  the  old 
bailief  deliuereth  to  the  newe  sworn  a  white  staf  as  signe  of  resignacion  of  his 
office,  and  deliuereth  unto  him  the  mace,  and  then  taking  a  cup  of  wyne  drinkith 
unto  him.  And  so  cakes  &  wyne  being  puided  at  the  charge  of  the  newe  sworne 
balif  are  given  &  cast  abrode  in  token  of  and  euery  man  drinkith 

of  the  wyne  so  farre  as  it  will  go.  And  this  thing  being  doone  they  all  come 
agayne  to  the  church  where  most  comonly  they  have  a  s'inon 

for  example  the  election  on  Michelmas  day  1579 
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John  I  )yche  named 
John  Grene  named 
John  Rigeloy  named 
humfrey  Crane  named 
Thomas  Jenks  named 
Eobai't  Phillips  named 
Thomas  Powell  named 
Willm  ffrekulton  named 
Richard  Brooks  named 
John  ffisher  named 
Richard  Roo  named 
Richard  Townesend  named 
Richard  ffisher  Balif  named 


Richard  Roo 
John  ffisher 
Ric  Roo 

Tho.  Powell 
Ric  Roo 
Jo  Dyche 
Ric.  Roo 
Ric.  Brookes 
f  Richard  Roo 
\  John  Diche 
Thomas  Powell 
John  Diche 
Richard  Roo 
Ric  Brookes 
f  Richard  Roo 
\  Thorns.  Powell 
Ric  Roo 
Tho.  Powell 
Ric.  Roo 
Tho.  Powell 
J  Thomas  Jenks 
|  Tho.  Powell 
Ric  Roo 
John  ffisher 
Ric  Roo 
Jo  ffisher 


\-     So  the  ellection 
fell  on 


Robert  Sheldon 
Oliver  Brook 
Roger  hurlebut 
henry  Chaplen 
John  Bykar 
Roger  Weale 
Thorns,  chapman 
John  hickes 
Leonard  holmes 
John  Griffin 
cristofer  Knight 


[  Richard  Roo 
1  Thorns  Powell 
(  of  them 


com  oners 

assign  e    ch    & 

I  name  Ric  Roo 

to  be  balif  for 

the     yere      to 

come. 


(names  of  Bailifs  continued) 


(folio  360)         78.  Cristopher  Ainge  1629 

79.  George  Weale  1630 

80.  Humphry  Kirbye  1631 

81.  Thomas  Warner  1632 

82.  Abraham  Greene  1633 

83.  John  Corpson  1634 
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84. 

John  Kidgeley 

1635^ 

85. 

Alexander  Dongan 

1636 

86. 

Ei chard  Boothe 

1637 

87. 

Thomas   Higgins 

1638 

88. 

Thomas  Griffyn 

1639 

89. 

Cristofer  Ainge 

1640 

90. 

William  Harmar 

1641 

91. 

Eichard  Lacell 

1642 

92. 

John  Yardley 

1643 

93. 

William  Ley 

1644 

94. 

Eoger  Eedes 

1645 

95. 

Edward  Eaynsford 

the  yonger 

1646 

96. 

George  Weale 

1647 

97. 

Abraham  Greene 

1648 

98. 

Eichard  Boothe 

1649 

99. 

Thomas  Greene 

1650 

100. 

John  Cowper 

165Kb) 

101. 

Edmund  Makepeace 

1652 

102. 

William    Harmar 

1653 

(a)  During  this  Bailiff's  year  of  office,  King  Charles  I.  visited  Warwick  in  progress.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  this  royal  visit,  as  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  not  been  noticed  in 
any  history  of  Warwick.  The  visit  is  recorded  in  the  old  minute  book  referred  to  on  p.  224.  His 
Majesty  came  on  August  20th,  1636,  and  was  received  by  the  Bailiff,  principal  burgesses,  and 
assistants,  and  was  presented  with  a  grape  cup  and  cover  gilt  weighing  65oz.  odd,  which  had  been 
purchased  from  M'  Thomas  Viner,  goldsmith  of  London  for  £21  7s.  5d.  The  King  stayed  at  the 
Castle,  and  accompanied  by  the  Bailiff  and  Corporation,  attended  service  in  the  choir  of  S'  Mary's 
Church.  The  Corporation  also  paid  in  fees  to  the  King's  marshalls,  ushers,  yeomen,  and  other 
attendants  the  sum.  of  A'35,  which  included  10s.  for  the  Jester. 

(b)  During  this  Bailiff's  year,  the  great  mace,  now  carried  before  the  Mayor,  was  purchased  at 
a  cost  of  £40.  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  John  Hope  in  his  work  on  Corporation  Insignia  states  that  this  mace 
is  of  the  same  pattern  as  the  famous  "  bauble  "  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  the  same  maker, 
Thomas  Maundy.     It  received  alterations  and  additions  at  the  Restoration. 
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103.  Join i    Yardley  1654 

(&  continued  till  21-  May  L655  &  fcherj  dyed  and 
Abraham  Greene  supplied  Hie  office) 

104.  Eobert  Heath  1655 

105.  Robert  Warner  L656 

106.  Roger  Edes  L657 

107.  George  Harrys  1658 

108.  Thomas  Stratford  1659 

In  whose  Bailiwick  viz  29  May  King  Charles  ye  2'1 
was  restored  to  his  Kingdom. 

109.  William  Cooke  als  Cawdrey  1660 

110.  Thomas   Crane  1661 

and  continued  till  towards  the  end  of  August  when  he 
was  ejected  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Act  for  regulating  of  Corporations  and  Mr  Thomas 
Green  one  of  the  Senior  Burgesses  was  chosen  in  his 
room  &  served  out  the  residue  of  that  yeare.(;l) 

(a)  I  find  the  reason  for  this  expulsion  on  p.  231  of  the  old  minute  book,  referred  to  on  p.  224, 
and  it  is  given  in  the  following  words  : — 

29  Augusti  14  Car.  2.  1662 

By  vertue  of  his  Mats  comissiou  under  the  great  Seale  of  Engl,  to  James  Earle  of  Northtou  & 
divers  others  directed  according  to  an  Act  of  the  present  Parliam*  begun  at  Westmr  8  May  13  Caroli 
secundi  J  661  Intituled  An  Act  for  the  well  governing  &  regulating  Oorporaeons,  six  of  the  said  com™ 
viz1  S1'  Rob*  Holt,  Sr  Henry  Puckering  als  Newton,  S1"  Edward  Boughtou  Baronetts,  S1'  William 
Bromley  Kn*  of  the  Bath,  S1'  Willm  Underbill  Knt.  &  Tho.  Temple  Esq1'  mett  at  the  great  Swan  in 
Warwick  (the  house  of  Moses  Holloway).  Where  Tho :  Crane,  Mercer,  then  Bailife  &  the  Principall 
&  Assistant  Burgesses  appearing,  the  said  com''s  tendred  unto  them  the  Oathes  of  Allegiance  & 
Supremacy,  And  y"  Oath  in  the  Act  appointed  viz' 

I  A.B.  doe  declare  &  beleiue  That  it  is  uot  lawfull  upon  any  prtence  whatsoever  to  take  Amies 
against  yc  King:  And  that  I  doe  abhorre  y*  traiterous  position,  of  taking  Amies  by  his  authority 
agl  his  person,  or  ag*  those  that  are  comissioned  by  him.  So  helfie  me  God.  And  also  required  them 
to  subscribe  trie  Declaracon  by  the  said  Act  also  a.ppointed  viz' 

I  A.B.  doe  declare  that  I  hold  that  there  lies  no  obligacon  upon  me  or  any  other  person  from 
the  Oath  comonly  called  The  Solemn  League  &  Covenant .  And  that  the  same  was  in  it  selfe  an 
unlawl'ull  Oath,  and  imposed  upon  the  Subjects  of  this  Realine,  ag*  the  knowen  Lawes  &  Liberties 
of  the  Kingdome.  And  first  putting  it  to  M>'  Bailife,  he  refused,  &  so  did  Mv  Robert  Heath  of  the 
first  &  Richard  Ainge  of  the  2'"1  Company  :  And  upon  their  refusall  the  Comrs  declared  their  places 
&  offices  to  be  void. 
DD 
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111.  W«"  Hind  1662 

112.  John  Kerby  1663 

and  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  October  1664  at 
the  l  Mayor  which  time  George  Weale  entered  &  tooke  his  oath  of 

Mayors  Mayor  the  Corporation  having    then   receued   their 

113.  Chre  &  being  incorporated  by  the    name  of    Mayor 
Aldermen  &  burgesses.  M1'  Weale  continued 

(being  nominated  ye  first  Mayor) 
111.         Edmund  Makepeace  1665 

115.  W""  Perkes  1666 

and  dyed  the  beginning  of  Dec  following  in  whose 
roome  Thomas  Stratford  was  electid  and  served  the 
residue  of  that  yeare. 

116.  Moses  Holloway  1667 

117.  John  Townsend  1668 

118.  Thomas  Hickes  1669 

119.  Edmund  Makepeace  1670 

120.  Edmund  Wilson  1671 

121.  John  Welton  1672 

122.  Wiliiam  Hinde  1673 

123.  Anthony   Lane  1674 

124.  John  Warner  1675 

125.  John  Hadley  1676 

126.  Edmond  Makepeace  1677 

127.  George  Weale  1678 

128.  Tho.  Gibbs  1679 

129.  Willm  Eothwell  1680 

130.  Moses    Holloway  1681 

131.  John  Townesend  1682 

132.  Aron  Rogers  1683 

133.  W"  Tarver  1684 
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134.  Jno.   Hadley  L685 

135.  Edw.   Heath  1686 
13G.        Stephen  Nicholes               1687 

(This  is  the  end  of  the  list  in  the  Black  l>ook.) 


(Eight  pages  further  on  the  writer,  having  turned  the  hook  about,  has 
made  the  following  memoranda  with  regard  to  the  accounts  of  the  Bailiff's) 

The  note  of  such  matters  as  I  find  unanswerid  to 
the  towne  by  any  Acompt  or  matter  sewed  in  writing  1571 
viz. 


In  the  Accompts  of  Walter  haley  and  Thorns  Eoo 
sometymes  Burgesses  of  this  borough  it  appeareth  That  there 
were  five  obligacions  made  &  delivered  of  trust  to  be  kept  by 
the  said  Burgesses  wherin 

1.     Philippe  Sheldon  Walter  hailie  &  oliver  ffrancis 
stood  bound  in 


viil11 


2.  Thomas  Oken  John  Bey  &  Walter  hailie  stood] 

bound  in  J 

3.  Walter  hail  ye  humfrey  heath  &  Thomas  Oken 

stood  bound  in 

4.  Oliver  ffrancis  Lewes  Smart  &  Philipp  Sheldon] 

stood  bound  in  J 

5.  Thomas  Brooks  Thomas  Barrett  &  Thorns  Oken) 


r  xxma'ks 


stood  bound  in 


[-iiijxx  ill  vjs  viijd 
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vf  V11J< 


yxxij1'  vijs 


XVJS 


isher  a° 
xvij" 
Eliz. 

xls  paid  fco 
Eic 

ffisher  a0 
xvij" 

Eliz 


In  the  Accompt  of  William  hill  Burgeis 

one  Elrae  presed  at  vjs  viija  chavdgicl  upon  Willm 
huddisdon 

monye  delivered  in  prest  to  Roger  Egewovth  for)  vj1!  xiijs 

the  discharge  of  the  charges  of  the  charter    j  iiij 

The  rernayne  of  Mr  hilles  acompte  xv11  vijs 

In  the  accompt  of  Thomas  Eburhall    Burges   Twoo  copes) 

bought  of  Mr  Bobart  Egewo'rth  J  '     ^ 

In    the    Accompt    of    Bicherd    Townesend    burges    Twoo 
vestiments  of  blewe  velvet  bought  of  Willm  Tastell  for 

In  thaccompt  of  Bobart  Philips  &  others  burgers 
The   herbage   of   the   pasture    callid    Combwelh  xxspaid  to 

behind  for  three  yeres  endid  at  Michilmas      Richard 

in  the  xiijth  yere  of  the  reigne  of  or  souereign 

Lady  queue  Elizabeth  p  ann  vjs  viijd 
The  rent  chardge  going  out  of  the  lands  somtyme 

mathewe     ffairclifs     &    nowe    M1'    Thomas 

ffishers  at  xiijs  iiij'1  p  ann  behind  for  three 

yeres  endid  at  Michilmas  a"  xiij"  Elizabethe, 
The  herbage  of  one  of  the  Marshes  due  to  be  paid) 

by  Thorns  Staunton  at  Michilmas   anno   x-vjs  viijcl 

Eliz  j 

payment  made  to  the  somme  of  vjs  viijd  for  the, 

pioxes  due  by  the  vikar  of  the  Church   of 

saint  Maryes  in  Warwik  at  the  Parliament 

holden  in  the  xiijth  yere  of  quene  Elizabeth.  lvjs  viij'1 

wherof   no   allowance   to   be  given    by   the 

borough    and    therfore    surchardgid    uppon 

Jahn  Tymes  vicar  there 


Vllj1 


[-lxxiij«  iiij' 
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And  at  the  Burial]  of  the  Lord  Marques  of  Northampton 
viz  the  (  )  daie  of  Decembr  lo71  there  was  an 

offring  by  divers  psones  in  the  chauncell  of  the  said 
church  of  saint  Maryes  emounting  to  xxis  v'1,  recevid  by 
the  said  John  Tyinmes,  being  due  to  the  bailief  and 
Burgesses  of  this  borough  as  psons  of  the  same  church 
and  therfore  the  said  Tymmes  is  chargid  wl  the  said 
monye  by  him  recevid 

In  thaccompts  of  divers  Burgesses  I  finde  the  herbage  of 
Wedgenok  park  for  the  part  yet  unparkid  at  iijs  iiij(1  p 
ann  to  be  unpaid  for  xij  yeres  endid  at  Michilmas  anno 
xiij"  Begine  Elizabeth 

In  the  Accompt  of  John  Butler  for  the  office  of\ 
Bailivvik  I  find  allowance  for  twoo  bookes  of 

V  XXXI  ^ 

Statutes  wch  bookes  are  to  be  callid  for  or  I 
their  value  / 

The  rent  of  the  wooll  hall  and  shoppes  under  the\ 
same  hall  chargid  uppon  Richard   Yardley 
for  one  yere  endid  at  Michilmas  in  the  third  i 
&  fourth  yere  of  Philip  &  Q  Marye  J 

The  remayne  of  thestreates  not  gathered  for  the] 

tyme  of  M1'  Butlers  balivvik  over  &  besides  jdxxixs  ix( 
vij15  vs  iijfl  paid  by  hfm 


-xxis  v"' 


xla 


J-vij1  xviijs  ixd 


In  thaccompt  of  Thomas  Oken  Bailief  I  find  a  remayne  of] 
his  Accompt  J 


■xxiijd  ob 
John  Grene  for  the  rent  of  the  woll  hall  behind  not  answerid     xls 


Richerd  Towneshend  of  Warwik  one  hoggrell  delivered  to 
him  by  Mr  Oken  J 
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In  the  Accompt  of  Richard  Townsend  I  finde  the  remayne'i 

of  his  Acompt  tor  his  bailieswik  to  he  hesides  all  hisj-xv1'  xiijs  xjl1 
allowaucs  over  &  hesides  three  silver  spones 

Also  I  rind  two  somes  allowed  to  him  for  the  corporacion 
viz  for  the  confirmaeion  of  the  corporacion  xu  xs  viijd 
And  for  the  corporacion  besides  viiju  Xs 

In  the  Accompt  of  John  Whood  bailief  made    by  Antony^ 

Richmond    I    find   a   remayne   of   estreats   not    levied  V- liiijs  vjd 
amounting;  unto 


In  the  Accompt  of  Willm  huddisdon  Bailief  A  remayn  of) 

".  ,     .   ,  Mxxiiiis  vd 

streates  not  levied 


In  the  hands  of  Mr  huddisdon  a  remayne  of  certen  house- 
hold stuff  wch  sometyme  was  Willm  Lathburyes  viz  twoo 
pounds  of  Russett  wooll  viij  leys  of  Wikeyarn  a  litle 
Brasse  pott  a  platter  &  a  dish  of  Peawter 

In  the  handes  of  M1'  hill  remaned  a  mare  being  a  Streave 
being  yerd  &  dayd  and  therfore  to  be  answerid  to  the 
towne. 


Item  I  finde  the  Remayne  of  a  debt  due  by  one  (  )\ 

Grene  of  London  for  divers  yeres  viz  In  the  Accompt  of  I 
huuifrey  heath  xxiiijs  l-vij1'  iiijs 

In  the  Accompt  of  John  Butler  lxs 

In  the  Acompt  of  Thomas  Oken  lxs  / 
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(On  the  second  page  after  these  memoranda  about  accounts,  and  written 
in  the  book  the  right  way  up  is  the  Hollowing  list  of  aanies) 


The  names  of  x\iiijlv  eornonersW  chosen  for  to  heare  the  Accompt  of  M1' 
Okens  Rents  &c  the  first  tyme  a  yere  after  his  death  viz  out  of  the 


hiegh  pavement 
castelstrete 
Jury 

Market  place 
Saltesford 
West  strete 
Smyth  strete 
Bridgend 


John  Grene 
Thomas  Cawdrey 
Roger  hurlebutt 

John  Nason 
John  hickes 
John  Balies 

henry  Chaplin 
henry  Byrde 
Baldwin  Benford 

Robert  Sheldon 
Oliver  Brook 
Willm  Shawe 

John  Bid  well 
John  Hopkins 
Walter  Balies 

John  Reynoldes 
Nicolas  Smyth 
Willm  Lane 

Nycolas  Purslo 
cristofer  Knight 
Thomas  Allen 

John  ho  we 
Thomas  ho  we 
John  hopkins 


I  Tl 


[  Robert  Sheldon 


The  iiij"1'  j  John  Grene 
Coll1'8         |  John  Balyes 
henry  chaplin 


(a)  Thomas  Oken  by  bis  deed  of  feoffment  directed  that  three  of  the  most  honest  and 
substantial  of  the  commoners  in  each  of  the  eight  wards  of  the  town  should  partake  with  the  Bailiff 
and  twelve  principal  burgesses  of  the  feast  which  he  ordered  to  be  annually  provided,  and  that  they 
should  assist  in  the  distribution  of  the  money  which  he  left  to  the  poor.  At  the  present  day  the 
feoffees  of  Oken's  Charity,  after  paying  certain  fixed  charges,  and  any  necessary  repairs  to  the 
property,  hand  over  the  balance  of  the  income  to  the  twenty-four  wardsmen,  who  distribute  it 
weekly  among  a  certain  number  of  poor  people. 


UO  THE    BLACK    BOOK    OF    WARWICK. 

xij  August  1578  a"  xx"  Eliz. 

The  hiegh  pavement  Thomas  cawdrey 

Willm  Loson 
Thomas  Grene 

The  castelstrete  John  hickes 

Eic  heynes 
Eicherd  Alee 

The  .Hay  Boger  hmiebut 

henry   Byrd 
henry  chaplyn 

The  Mket  place  Eobart  Sheldon 

Oliver  Brook 
Philipp  coo 

Saltesford  John  hopkins 

Walter   Balies 
Eichard  Whood 

\\  est  street  William   Lane 

Nicolas  Smyth 
John  Eeynoldes 

Smith  street  Nicolas  purslowe 

xpofer  Knight 
Thomas  Alen 

Bridge  end  John  howe 

Thorns  howe 
John  hopkins 


(This  is  the  last  entry  in  the  Black  Book :  after  this  there  remain  164 
e    -  unused.) 
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APPENDIX     A. 


Translation. 


To  all  faithful  Christians  to  whom  this  present  writing  may  come  the 
Bailiff  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick  in  the  County  of  Warwick  send 
greeting.  Whereas  the  most  noble  Lord  Bobert  Earl  of  Leicester,  Baron  of 
Denbigh  Knight  of  each  order  of  St.  George  and  St.  Michael  Master  of  the  horse 
of  our  lady  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  Queen  of  England  &c  and  one  of  her 
privy  council  of  his  good  will,  charitable  intention,  and  by  his  own  free  gift  has 
determined  to  found  and  endow  with  all  speed  (God  willing)  a  hospice  or 
hospital  within  the  Borough  of  Warwick  aforesaid  for  the  help  and  maintenance 
of  poor  people.  Know  therefore  that  we  the  aforesaid  bailiff  and  burgesses  &c  by 
our  unanimous  assent  and  consent  have  given  granted  enfeoffed  and  confirmed 
and  by  these  presents  for  ourselves  and  our  successors  do  give  grant  and  confirm 
unto  the  aforesaid  Lord  Bobert  Earl  of  Leicester  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  the 
object  use  and  intent  aforesaid  all  that  our  house  or  hall  known  by  the  name  or 
names  of  the  Burgers  Hall  or  the  Guild  Hall  in  Warwick  aforesaid  together  with 
our  orchard  or  garden  adjoining  the  same  house  and  all  other  houses  structures 
buildings  and  easements  whatsoever  situate  and  being  below  the  entrance  or 
outer  gate  of  the  same  house  or  hall.  And  also  all  that  our  late  Chapel  known 
as  the  Chapel  of  St.  James  situate  built  and  standing  above  a  certain  entrance 
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or  gate  called  the  West  gate  of  the  borough  aforesaid  with  all  the  appurtenances 
which  aforesaid  premises  were  formerly  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  late  Guild 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  and  St.  George  in  Warwick  aforesaid  and  are  now  in  the 
tenures  or  occupations  of  the  aforesaid  bailiff  and  burgesses  and  one  John  Fisher 
and  Thomas  Jenks  or  their  assigns  To  have  hold  and  enjoy  the  aforesaid  house 
or  hall  orchard  garden  and  chapel  aforesaid  with  all  &  every  the  aforesaid 
buildings  edificies  and  easements  whatsoever  unto  the  aforesaid  lord  Eobert  Earl 
of  Leyeester  and  his  heirs  to  the  use  and  intent  aforesaid  for  ever  holding  of  the 
chief  Lords  of  that  fee  by  the  services  therefor  due  and  of  right  accustomed. 
And  we  the  aforesaid  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  by  these  presents  will  warrant  and 
for  ever  maintain  the  aforesaid  house  hall  chapel  and  other  premises  to  the 
aforesaid  Lord  Eobert  Earl  of  Leicester  and  his  heirs  to  the  use  and  intent  afore- 
said against  us  and  our  successors  Know  moreover  that  we  the  Bailiff  and 
Burgesses  have  nominated  ordered  constituted  and  in  our  place  appointed  and 
by  these  presents  nominate  order  constitute  and  in  our  place  appoint  our  esteemed 
and  faithful  John  Fisher  gentleman  our  true  and  undisputed  attorney  giving  and 
granting  to  our  said  attorney  full  and  sufficient  power  right  and  authority  to 
enter  for  us  and  in  our  name  into  the  aforesaid  house  or  hall  orchard  garden 
chapel  and  other  premises  or  any  part  thereof  and  thenceforth  to  take  seisin 
And  after  such  seisin  so  taken  and  had  to  give  over  and  by  these  presents  to 
deliver  full  and  peaceful  possession  and  seisin  of  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid 
premises  to  the  Lord  Eobert  Earl  of  Leicester  or  to  his  Attorney  or  attornies  for 
this  purpose  for  us  and  in  our  name  according  to  the  tenor  force,  form  and  effect 
of  this  present  gift  or  grant  holding  and  ready  to  hold  ratified  and  confirmed  all 
and  everything  which  our  said  attorney  may  do  in  this  behalf.  In  witness 
whereof  we  have  to  this  present  writing  caused  to  be  affixed  our  common  seal. 
Given  26th  day  of  December  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  aforesaid  Lady 
Elizabeth  by  the  Grace  of  God  Queen  of  England  France  and  Ireland  defender 
of  the  faith  &c. 
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Translation. 

To  all  faithful  Christians  to  whom  these  present  writings  may  come 
Ambrose  Earl  of  Warwick  Baron  Lisle  Knight  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the 
garter  Master  of  the  ordinance  of  our  Lady  the  Queen  and  one  of  her  privy 
council.  And  Bobert  Earl  of  Leicester  Baron  Denbigh  Knight  of  both  the  orders 
of  the  garter  and  St.  Michael  Master  of  the  horse  of  the  same  Lady  the  Queen 
and  Councillor  of  the  same  Lady  the  Queen  send  greeting  in  the  Lord.  Know 
that  we  the  aforesaid  Earls  on  account  of  the  good  will  which  we  bear  towards 
the  commonwealth  of  the  Borough  of  Warwick  in  the  County  of  Warwick  and  of 
the  youth  of  the  same  town  that  education  in  classical  wholesome  and  doctrinal 
literature  and  learning  and  the  better  administration  of  the  laws  and  statutes  of 
this  realm  of  England  may  be  taught  within  the  same  borough  have  given  granted 
and  confirmed  and  by  this  present  writing  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs  do  give 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  of  the  said  borough  of  Warwick 
in  the  County  of  Warwick  all  that  building  or  chapel  lately  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Peter  within  the  borough  aforesaid  established  and 
situate  above  a  certain  gate  called  the  East  gate  of  the  borough  aforesaid  and 
the  wall  adjoining  the  same  chapel  together  with  some  waste  ground  lying  and 
being  between  the  aforesaid  chapel  and  wall  and  a  tenement  now  in  the  tenure 
of  Margaret  Haley  widow.     And  all  that  hall  or  house  lately  known  by  the 
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name  of  the  Steward's  Place  and  now  called  the  Skive  Hall  in  Warwick  aforesaid 
together  with  the  waste  and  garden  to  the  same  house  or  hall  adjoining  and 
belonging.  And  also  all  that  messuage  or  tenement  called  or  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Cross  tavern  in  Warwick  aforesaid  with  all  and  singular  their  walls 
buildings  structures  cellars  rooms  easements  and  appurtenances  whatsoever.  To 
have  hold  and  enjoy  the  aforesaid  chapel  wall  waste  and  house  or  hall  aforesaid 
called  the  Shire  Hall  or  Steward's  Place  and  the  aforesaid  waste  and  garden 
adjoining  together  with  the  messuage  or  tenement  called  the  Cross  tavern  cellar 
room  and  other  the  premises  with  all  and  singular  their  appurtenances  to  the 
said  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  and  their  successors  for  the  aforesaid  use  and  purpose 
for  ever.  So  nevertheless  that  the  aforesaid  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  and  their 
successors  shall  allow  the  Justices  of  the  aforesaid  lady  the  Queen  her  heirs  and 
successors  as  well  those  appointed  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  County  of  Warwick 
as  also  the  Justices  in  Eyre  and  Justices  of  Assize  and  other  the  Justices  of  the 
aforesaid  lady  the  Queen  her  heirs  and  successors  from  time  to  time  whenever  it 
ma\  be  necessary  and  appear  fitting  at  their  pleasure  freely  and  quietly  to  enter 
and  assemble  in  the  same  Hall  or  house  called  the  Shire  Hall  and  to  hold  their 
sessions  as  well  to  be  taken  at  the  Assizes  as  at  the  gaol  delivery  of  prisoners 
therein  being,  as  also  their  own  sessions  as  well  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
as  for  the  good  regulation  and  government  of  the  said  county  and  all  other  their 
matters  concerning  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm  of 
England  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  commission  to  be  arranged  and  carried 
out  in  such  and  the  same  manner  and  form  as  before  these  times  was  in  use  and 
custom.  Know  moreover  that  we  the  aforesaid  earls  have  nominated  constituted 
and  in  our  places  put  and  by  these  presents  nominate  ordain  and  in  our  place  put 
our  well-beloved  and  trusty  John  Hubond  Knight  and  William  Edmondes 
gentleman  our  true  and  lawful  Attornies  and  either  of  them  our  true  and  lawful 
Attorney  giving  and  granting  to  our  said  Attornies  and  either  of  them  jointly  and 
severally  power  right  and  authority  to  enter  jointly  or  severally  for  us  and  in  our 
names  into  the  aforesaid  chapel  Hall  houses  and  other  the  premises  or  any  part 
of  thein  and  thereof  take  seisin.     And  after  seisin  so  in  this  manner  taken  and 
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had  bo  give  lull  and  peaceful  possession  and  seisin  of  all  and  singular  the  premises 
to  the  aforesaid  Bailiff  and  Burgesses  or  their  Attornies  or  Attorney  on  their 
behalf  and  lor  us  and  in  our  names  jointly  or  severally  by  these  presents  ratifying 
and  confirming  and  ready  to  hold    ratified  and  confirmed    whatever  our   said 

Attornies  ov  cither  of  them  does  in  the  premises  fully  freely  and  wholly  and  in 
such  ample  manner  and  form  as  we  ourselves  should  have  done  if  we  had  heen 
present.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  to  this  present  writing  set  our  seals  this 
8th  day  of  April  1576  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Lady  Elizabeth  by  the 
grace  of  God  Queen  of  England  France  and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faith  &c. 


APPENDIX     C. 

Translation. 

Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  -of  England  France  and  Ireland  Queen 
Defender  of  the  faith  &c  to  the  Bailiff  of  our  town  of  Warwick  greeting  We 
command  you  that  you  take  Eichard  brook  and  James  Eicherdson  if  they  shall 
be  alive  in  your  bailiwick  and  them  safely  keep  so  that  you  may  have  their  bodies 
before  our  Justices  at  the  Assises  at  the  gaol  of  our  town  of  Warwick  of  the 
prisoners  being  therein  deliberating  and  commissioned  at  the  next  general  gaol 
delivery  held  in  the  County  of  Warwick  viz  on  Friday  the  27th  day  of  July  to 
answer  us  such  things  as  may  then  be  objected  against  them  And  have  you 
there  this  writ  Sir  James  Dyer  at  Northampton  23rd  day  of  July  in  the  18th 
year  of  our  reign 

To  the  Bailiff  of  our  town  of  Warwick  an  attach- 
ment against  Eichard  Brooks  Tanner  and  James  Eicherdson 
to  be  before  our  Justices  at  the  assises  on  the  27th  day  of 
July  instant. 
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COKBECTIONS    AND  "ADDITIONS. 

Page  2,  line  11,  for  "  defensq"  read  "  defensor. " 

for  "  Archducis  "  read  "  Archducu." 
for  "  Ducuni  "  read  "  Ducum." 

Page  3.  lines  10  and  24,  for  "pound"  read  "Toune." 

Page  4,  line  16,  for  "  Byworfch  "  read  "  Bdgworth." 

Page  17,  line  25,  for  "  otbes  "  read  "  other." 

Page  30,  line  7,  for  "  inst  "  read  "  iust." 

Pages  92,  93.  In  the  translation  of  the  verses,  the  translation  of  the 
acrostic  has  been  omitted  ;  it  is  thus  :  "  Thou  Elizabeth  being  married  to  a  man, 
shalt  be  a  mother." 

Page  165,  line  11,  for  "  than  "  read  "  that." 

Page  173,  line  7,  between  "  as  "  and  "  might  "  read  "  one." 

Page  192,  line  16,  for  "  Okn's  "  read  "  Oken's." 

Page  206,  line  25,  for  "  decased  "  read  "deceased." 

Page  209,  note  a,  after  "impropriators"  read  "with  liability  for  the 
maintenance  and  repair." 

Page  314,  note  a,  before  "  either  lapsed  "  for  "  is  "  read  "  has." 

Page  368,  line  21,  for  "  reuereud  "  read  "  reuerend," 

Page  119,  note  a,  lines  5  and  6,  for  "  refactory  "  read  "  refractory." 

Page  420,  line  14,  for  "  you  false  "  read  "  yor  selfe." 
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